THE CRITIAS,

ATLANTICUS.






INTRODUCTION:

THE CRITIAS,
ATLANTICUS.

T .

ITisa fingular circumftance, that though there is not, perhaps, any thing
among the writings of the antients-which has more generally attraéted the
attention of the learned in every age than the Atlantic hiftory of Plato, yet
no more than one fingle paffage of about twenty or thirty lines has, prior to
my tranflation of the Timwus, appeared in any modern language. Much
has been faid' and written by the moderns refpe@ing the Atlantic ifland ; but
the extent of the original fource has not even. been fufpeéted..

That the authenticity of the following hiftory fhould have been queftioned.
by many of the moderns, is by no means furprifing, if we confider that it i3
the hiftory of an ifland and people that are afferted to have exifted NINE
THOUSAND years prior to Solon; as this contradiéts the generally-received
opinion refpe@ing the antiquity of the world. However, as Plato exprefsly
affirms, that it is a relation in every refpeé? truc *, and, as Crantor *, the
firft interpreter of Plato, afferts, “ that the following hiftory was faid, by the
Egyptian priefts of his time, to be ftill preferved infcribed on pillars,” it
appears to me to be at lcaft as well attefted as any other narration in any
antient hiftorian.. Indeed, he who proclaims that ¢ truth is the fource of
every good both to Gods and men,” and the whole of whofe works confifts.
in dete@ing error and exploring certainty, can never be fuppofed to have
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wilfully deceived mankind by publithing an extravagant romance as matter
of fa&, with all the precifion of hiftorical detail.

Some learned men have endeavoured to prove that America is the Atlan-
tic ifland of Plato ; and others have thought that the extreme parts of Africa
towards the fouth and weft were regarded by Plato in this narration, Thefe
opinions, however, are {o obvioufly erroneous, that the authors of them can
hardly be fuppofed to have read this dialogue, and the firit part of the
Timaus ; for in thefe it is aflerted that this ifland, in the fpace of one day
and night, was abforbed in the fea.

I only add, that this dialogue is an appendix, as it were, to the Timzus,
and that it is not complete, Plato being prevented by death from finithing
jt, as we are informed by Plutarch in his life of Solon.

THE
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OR
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PERSONS OF THE DIALOGUE.

TIMEUS, SOCRATES,
CRITIAS, " HERMOCRATES.
TiMzEUS,

AS pleafant, Socrates, as is reft after a long journey, fo pleafing to me is
the prefent liberation from an extended difcourfe. But I befeech THE WoRLD,
that God, which was in reality generated formerly, though but recently in
our difcuffion, to preferve thofe things which we have afferted with reti-
tude, but to inflict on us a becoming punithment if we have involuntarily faid
any thing difcordant. But the proper punithment of him who aés difor-
derly and inclegantly, is to make him a& with order and elegance. That we
may, therefore, after this {peak rightly refpe@ing the generation of the Gods,
let us befeech THAT DIVINITY, THE WORLD, to impart to us the medicine
Jeience, whick is the moft prerfect and beft of all medicines. But having prayed,
let us deliver, according to our agreement, the following difcourfe to Critias.
Crrt. Ireceive it, O Timzus: and as you, at the beginning of your dif-
cuffion, entreated pardon, as being about to fpeak of great things ; in like
manner, I at prefent entreat the fame. Indeed I think that I ought to folicit
pardon in a ftill greater degree for the enfuing difcourfe, though I nearly
know that this my requeft is very ambitious, and more ruftic thau is proper ;
but, at the fame time, lct us begin the difcourfe. For who endued with a
‘ found
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found mind will attempt to fay that the things which have been afferted by
you have not been well faid? But that the particulars which remain to be
difcuffed require greater indulgence, as being more difficult, this I will en-
deavour to thow. For he, O Timaus, who difcourfes concerning the Gods
to men, may more eafily appear to {peak all that is fufficient than he who
difcourfes concerning mortals to you. For the unfkilfulnefs and vehement
ignorance of the auditors about things of this kind afford a great copia verbo-
rum to him who enters on the difcuffion of them : but we know how we are
circumftanced with refpet to the Gods. However, that I may more plainly
evince what I fay, thus attend to me in what follows:— It is requifite that all
we fhall fay fhould become in a certain refpet an imitation and a refem-
blance. But we fee the facility and fubtilty which take place in the repre-
{entation exhibited by pi@ures of divine and human bodies, in order that
they may appear to the fpe@ators to be apt imitations. We likewife fee,
with refpe& to the earth, mountains, rivers, woods, all heaven, and the re-
wvolving bodies which it contains, that at firft we are delighted if any one is
able to exhibit but a flender reprefentation to our view ; but that afterwards,
as not knowing any thing accurately about fuch-like particulars, we neither
examine nor blame the pictures, but ufe an immanifeft and fallacious adum-
bration refpeting them. But when any one attempts to reprefent our
bodies, we acutely perceive what is omitted, through our continual and
familiar animadverfion of them, and we become fevere judges of him
who does not perfeltly exhibit all the requifite fimilitudes. It is likewife
neceflary to confider the fame thing as taking place in difcourfe. For, with
refpe@ to things celeftial and divine, we are delighted with affertions con-
cerning them that are but in a fmall degree adapted to their nature; but we
accurately examine things mortal and human. And hence it is requifite to
pardon whatever in the enfuing difcourfe may be delivered in an unbecoming
‘manner. For it is proper to think, that to affimilate mortal concerus to
opinion, is not an eafy but a difficult tatk. I have faid all this, Socrates,
being willing to remind you, and to folicit not lefs but greater pardon for
the following difcourfe. But if my requeft thall appear to you to be juft,

do you willingly impart this gift.
Soc. Why thould we not, O Critias, impart it? And befides this, the
fame pardon muft be granted by us to a third. For it is evident that Her-
mocrates,
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mocrates *, whois to fpeak fhortly after, will make the fame requeft. That
he, therefore, may make a different exordium, and may not be obliged to
repeat what you have faid, let him know that pardon is granted him, and let
him, therefore, prepare to fpeak. But I previoufly announce to you, friend
Critias, the conceptions of the theatre *.  For the poet has approved in a
wonderful manner the perfon who fpoke in it before ; fo that you will require
abundant pardon in attempting to difcharge the office of his fucceffor.

Her. You announce the fame thing to me, Socrates, as to him. But de-
fponding men, Critias, never ereét a trophy. It is, therefore, requifite to
proceed in a virile manner to the difcourfe, and, invoking Pzan and the
Mufes, to exhibit and celebrate antient citizens who were excellent men.

Crit. O friend Hermocrates, as you are to fpeak on the following day,
having another to fpeak before you, on this account you are courageous. But
he will, perhaps, manifeft to you how this is to be accomplithed. You,
therefore, thus exhorting and encouraging me, I thall obey ; and befides thofe
Gods which you have mentioned, I fhall invoke others, and efpecially Mne-
mofyne. For nearly the greateft reafons and difcuffions are contained for us
in this Divinity. If, then, we can fufficiently remember and relate the narra-
tion which was once given by the Egyptian priefts, and brought hither by
Solon, you know that we fhall appear to this theatre to have fufficiently
accomplifhed our part. This, therefore, muft now be done, and without any
further delay.

But firft of all we muft recolleét, that the period of time from which a war
is faid to have fubfifted between all thofe that dwelt beyond and within the
pillars of Hercules, amounts to nine thoufand years : and this war it is now
requifite for us to difcufs. Of thofe, therefore, that dwelt within the pillars
of Hercules, this city was the leader, and is faid to have fought in every
battle ; but of thofe beyond the pillars, the kings of the Atlantic ifland were
the leaders. But this ifland we faid was once larger than Libya and Afia,
but is now a mafs of impervious mud, through concuffions of the earth; Jo that
thofe who are failing in the vaft fea can no longer find.a paffage from hence
thither. 'The courfe of our narration, indeed, will unfold the many bar-
barous nations and Grecian tribes which then exifted, as they may happen

' This fpecch of Hcrmocrates is not extant. # Viz. the perfons of the dialogue.

vOL. II. $E to
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to prefent themfelves to our view : but it is neceffary to relate, in the firft
plce, the wars of the Athewians and their adverfaries, together with the
power and the polities of each. And in difcourfing of thefe we fhall give
the preference to our own people.

+ The Gods, then, once were locally allotted * the whole earth, but not with
contention : for it would be abfurd that the Gods fhould be ignorant of what
is adapted to every one, or that, knowing that which rather belongs to others,
they fhould endeavour, through ftrife, to poflefs what is not their own.
Likewife, receiving places agreeable to them, from the allotments of juftice,
they inhabited the various regions of the earth. In confequence of this, too,
like fhepherds, they nourithed us as their poffeffions, flocks, and herds; with
this exception, however, that they did not force bodies to bodies in the fame
manner as thepherds, who, when feeding their cattle, compel them to come:
together with blows : but they confidered us as a docile and obedient animal 3
and, as if piloting a pliaut thip, employed perfuafion for the rudder; and
with this conception as the leader, they governed the whole mortal race.
Different Gods, therefore, being allotted, adorned different places. But
Vulcan and Minerva *, who poflefs a common nature, both becaufe they

are

* As, according to the theology of Plato, there is not one father of the univerfe only, one
providence, and one divine law, but many fathers fubordinate to the one firft father, many ad-
miniftrators of providence pofterior to, and comprehended in, the one univerfal providence of the
demiurgus of all things, and many laws proceeding from one firft law, it is neceffary that there
fhould be different allotments, and a diverfity of divine diftribution. The allotment, however,.
of adivine nature is a government exempt from all paffivity, and a providential energy about the
fubje&s of its government.

* Vulcan is that divine power which prefides over the fpermatic and phyfical reafons, or pro-
dudtive principles, which the univerfc contains: for whatever Nature accomplithes by verging
towards bodies, Vulcan performs in a divine and exempt manfer, by moving Nature, and ufing her
as an inftrument in his own proper fabrication; fince natural heat has a Vulcanian charaleriftic,.
and was produced by Vulcan for the purpofc of fabricating a corporeal nature.  Vulcan, there~
fore, is that power which perpetually prefides over the fluétuating nature of bodies; and hence,
fays Olympiodorus, he operates with bellows (ev guoasg) ; which occultly fignifies his operating in
natures (ayri Tov v Taig puoeai).  But by earth we mult underftand matter, which was thus fymbo-
Jically denominated by the antients, as we learn {rom Porphyry de Antr. Nymph. By Minerva
we muft underftand the fummit (xopupn) of all thofe intelleGual natures that refide in Jupiter, the
artificer of the world: or, in other words, fhe is that deity which illuminates all mundane natures
with intelligence. The Athenians, therefore, who are fouls of a Minerval charafterittic, may be
: i very
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are the oflspiing of the fame laihier, aud becaufe, through philofophy and
the ftudy of arts, they tend to the famc things ;—thefe, I fay, in confequence
of this, received one allotment, viz. this region, as being naturally allied and
adapted to virtue and prudence. But thefe Divinities having preduced
worthy, earth-born men, arranged in their intelleQual part the order of a
polity.  Of thefe men the names are preferved ; but their works, through
the extin€tion of thofe that received them, and length of time, have difap-
peared. For the furviving race of men, as has been obferved before, are
always mountaineers, and void of difcipline, who have only heard the names
of men that were powerful in the region, and who, befides this, have been
acquainted but with few of the tranfactions of the country. In confequence,
therefore, of loving thefe antient men, they gave the names of them to their
children: but they were ignorant of the virtues and laws of thofe before
them; for of thefe they knew nothing, but what they gathered from cer-
tain obfcure rumours; and as for many generations they were in want of
neceffaries, both they and their children directed their attention to the par-
ticulars of which they were deftitute, difcourfed about thefe, and negletted
paflt and antient tranfations. For mythology, and an inveftigation of
antient affairs, commence in citics in conjuné&ion with leifure, when the
neceflaries of life are procured ; but not before. On this account the names
of antient tranfaltions were preferved, without any account of the tranf-
altions themfelves. But I infer that this was the cafe, faid Solon, becaufe
thofe pricfls, in their narration of the war at that period, inferred many
names fimilar to thofe that were adopted afterwards, fuch as Ceccrops,
Erechtheus, Erichthonius, Erifichthon, and many other of thofe names which
are commemorated prior to Thefeus. This was likewife the cafe with the
names of the women. The figure too and ftatue of Minerva evinced, that
at that period the ftudics of women and men with refpe to war were
common, as an armed image was then dedicated to the Goddefs ; this ferving
as a document, that among animals of the fame {pecies both male and
female are naturally able to purfue in common every virtue, which is

very properly faid to be the progeny of Vulcan and the Earth, becaufe Vulcan, who perpetually
imitates the intelle@ual energy of Minerva in his fabrication of the fenfible univerfe, imparts te
them through this imitation thofe webicles, and thole fpermatic reafens, through which in conjunion
with matter they become inhabitants of this terrefirial abode.

4F 2 adapted
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adapted to their fpecies.  But at that time many other tribes of citizens

dwelt in this region, who were fkilled in the fabricative arts, and in agri-

culture. The warlike tribe, however, lived from the firft feparate from

divine men, and poflefled every thing requifite to aliment and education,

None of them, however, had any private property ; for all of them confidered

all things as common. They likewifc did not think it worth while to

receive from other citizens beyond a fufficiency of nutriment; and they

engaged in all thofe purfuits which we related yefterday as pertaining to the

guardians of our republic. It was likewife plaufibly and truly faid of our

region, that, in the firft place, at that time its boundaries extended, on one

fide to the Ifthmus, and on the other to Epirus, as far as to Cithzron and

Parnethe. Thefe boundaries are on the defcent, having Oropia on the right

hand, and limiting Afopus toward the fea on the left. It is likewife faid

that the whole earth was vanquithed by the valour of this region ; and that

on this account it was at that time able to fupport the numecrous army

formed from the furrounding inhabitants. * But this it is faid was a mighty

proof of virtue. For what is now left of this country may contend with
any other in fertility of foil, in the goodnefs of its fruits, and in paftures
accommodated to every fpecies of animals. But then it produced all thefe,
not only thus beautiful, but likewife in the greateft abundance. But how is
this credible ? And by what arguments can it be fhown that thefe are the
remains of the land that then exifted ? The whole of this region is fituated
like a long promontory, extending into the fea, from the other continent,
This the profound receptacle of the fea every way furrounds. As, therefore,
many and mighty deluges happened in that period of nine thoufand years (for
fo many years have elapfed from that to the firefent time), the defluxions of
the earth at thefe times, and during thefe calamities, from elevated places,
did not, as they are elfewhere wont to do, accumulate any hillock which
deferves to be mentioned, but, always flowing in a circle, at length vanifhed
in a profandity. The parts, therefore, that are left at prefent are but as
fmall iflands, if compared with thofe that exifted at that time ; and may be
faid to refemble the bones of a difeafed body ; fuch of the earth as was foft

and fat being wathed away, and a thin body of the country alone remaining,

But at that time the land, being unmingled, contained mountains and lofty

hills; and the plains, which are now denominated Phellei, were then full of

fat
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fat earth ; and the mountains abounded with woods, of which there are
evident tokens even at prefent, For there are mountains which now
only afford nutriment for bees, but formerly, and at no very diftant period,
the largeft trees were cut down from thofe mountains, as being adapted
for buildings ; and of thefe edifices, the coverings ftill remain, There were
likewife many other lofty domeftic trees; and moft fertile paftures for
cattle. - This region, too, every year enjoyed prolific rain, which did not
then, as now, run from naked earth into the fea, but, being colleéted in great
abundance from lofty places, and preferved for ufe in certain cavities of the
earth, diffufed copious ftreams of fountains and rivers to every part of the
country ; the truth of which is confirmed by certain facred remains which
are ftill to be feen in the antient fountains. And fuch was the natural con-
dition of this region formerly ; befides which, it was cultivated, as it is
reafonable to fuppofe it would be, by real hufbandmen, who were men of
elegant manners, and of a difpofition naturally good; who pofleffed a moft
excellent foil, moft abundant fireams of water, and a moft falubrious teme
perament of air,

But the city at that time was built in the following manner: In the firft
place, the Acropolis was not then, as it is at prefent. For now one rainy
night having foftened the bare land round about, in a remarkable degree, at
the fame time produced an earthquake; and thus there happened a THIRD
Jatal inundation of water, PRIOR 1o the deluge of Deucalion *. But prior to
this, the magnitude of the Acropolis extended as far as to Eridanus and
Iliffus, comprehended within itfelf Pnyx, and Lycabetus, and was bounded
in a direction oppofitc to Pnyx. All the land too was glebous, except a
few places in a more elevated fituation which were plain. Its exterior
parts on the left hand were inhabited by artifts and hufbandmen, who cul-
tivated the ncighbouring land. But the warlike tribe alone inhabited the
clevated parts, about the temple of Minerva and Vulcan, being diftributed
in one enclofure round the garden as it were of one edifice. For thofe who
raifed public buildings, and common banquets for the winter feafon, to-
gether with whatever is adapted to a common polity, and who furnifhed
both thefe, and temples themfelves, without gold and filver, all of this de-

* The deluge of Deucalion appears to be the fame with that which is mentioned by Mofes; but
the Jews had no knowledge of any other,

feription
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feription dwelt in the northern parts of this region. For gold and filver
were not employed by any onc at any time ; but, purfuing a middle courfe
between arrogance and illiberality, they built moderate houfes, in which both
they, and the offspring of their offspring growing old, they always lcft them
to others like themfelves. But in fummer they ufed gardens, gymnafia, and
public banquets, in places fituated towards the fouth. There waus likewife
one fountain in the place where the Acropolis is now fituated, which baving
been exhaufted by earthquakes, fmall circulating ftreams alone remain at
prefent.  But at that time every part was abundantly {upplied with fprings
of water, which were of a falutary temperament both in fummer and winter,
In this manner, then, thefe places were formerly inhabited ; and the men of
whom we have been fpeaking were guardians of their own citizens, but
leaders of the other willing Greeks. They likewife were efpecially careful
that there might always be the ‘fame number of men and women who by
their age are able to fight, and that this number might not be lefs than
twenty thoufand. Thefe men, therefore, being fuch as we have defcribed,
and always juftly adminiftering in this manner both their own aflairs and
thofe of all Greece, they were efteemed and renowned beyond every other
nation by all Europe and Afia, both for the beauty of their bodies and the
all-various virtue of their fouls.

In the next place, I thall communicate to you from the beginning the
particulars refpeéting the adverfaries of thefe men, if I am able.to recollect
what I heard when I was a boy. But, fomewhat prior to this narration, it is
proper to obferve, that you muft not be furprifed at often hearing me mention
Grecian names of barbarous men. For the caufe of this is as follows :—
Solon intending to infert this narration into his verfes, inveftigated for this
purpofe the power of names, aund found that thofe firft Egyptians who com-
mitted thefe particulars to writing transferred thefe names into their own
tongue. He, therefore, again receiving the meaning of every name, intro-
duced that meaning into our language. And thefe writings were in the
pofleffion of my grandfather, and are now in mine : they were likewife the
fubje@ of my meditation while I was a boy. If, therefore, in the courfe of
this narration you hear fuch names as fubfift among us at prefent, you muft
not be furprifed ; for you know the caufe. But it will require a long dif-
courfe to fpeak from the beginning, as I did before, concerning the allot-

ment
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ment of the Gods, and to tfhow how they diftributed the whole earth, here
into larger, and there into lefler allotments, and procured temples and facri=
fices for themfelves, Neptune, indeed, being allotttd the Atlantic ifland,
fettled his offspring by a mortal woman in a certain part of the ifland, of the
following defeription. Towards the fea, but in the middle of the ifland,

there was a plain, which is faid to have been the moft beautiful of all plains,

and diftinguithed by the fertility of the foil. Near this plain, and again in
the middle of it, at the diftance of fifty ftadia, there was a very low moun~
tain. This was inhabited by one of thofe men who in the beginning fprung
from the earth, and whote name was Evenor. This man living with a
woman called Leucippe had by her Clites, who was his only daughter. But

when the virgin arrived at maturity, and her father and mother were dead,
Neptune * being captivated with her beauty had conne&ion with her, and

enclofed the hill on which the dwelt with fpiral ftreams of water ; the fea
and the land at the fame time alternately forming about each other leffer

and larger zones. Of thefe, two were formed by the land, and three by the
fea; and thefe zones, as if made by a turner’s wheel, were in all parts equi-
diftant from the middle of the ifland, fo that the hill was inacceffible to men..
For at that time there were no thips, and the art of failing was then un-

known. But Neptune, as being a divinity, eafily adorned the ifland in the

middle ; caufed two fountains of water to fpring up from under the earth,..
one cold and the other hot ; and likewife beftowed all-various and fufficient
aliment from the earth, He alfo begat and educated five male-twins ; and
having diftributed all the Atlantic ifland into ten parts, he beftowed upon
his firft-born fon his maternal habitation and the furrounding land ; this being’
the largeft and the beft divifion. He likewife eftablithed this fon king of
the whole ifland, and made the reft of his fons governors. But he gave to
cach of them dominion over many people, and an extended tra& of land.
Befides this, too, he gave all of them names. And his fitft-born fon, indeed,
who was the king of all the reft, he called Atlas, whepce the whole ifland
was at that time denominated Atlantic. But the twin fon that was born-

' A dzmoniacal Neptune, or a dzmon belonging to the order of Neptune, by contributing to.
the procreation of the offspring of Clites, is, in mythological language, faid to have been cap-
tivated with her beauty, and to. have had conne&ion with her. See the firft ncte to the Life of
Plato by Olympiodorus..

4 immediately v
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immediately after Atlas, and who was allotted the extreme parts of the
ifland, towards the pillars of Hercules, as far as to the region which at pre-
fent from that place is called Gadiric, he denominated according to his
native tongue Gadirus, but which we call in Greek Eumelus. Of his
fecond twin offspring, he called one Ampheres, and the other Eudamon.
The firft-born of his third offspring he denominated Mnefeus, and the fecond
Autochthon. The elder of his fourth iffue he called Elafippus, and the
younger Meftor. And, laftly, he denominated the firft-born of his fifth iflue
Azaes, and the fecond Diaprepes. All thefe and their progeny dwelt in this
place, for a prodigious number of generations, ruling over many other iflands,
and extending their empire, as we have faid before, as far as to Egypt and Tyr-
rhenia. But the race of Atlas was by far the moft honourable ; and of thefe,
the oldeft king always left the kingdom, for many generations, to the eldeft
of his offspring.  Thefe, too, poffeffed wealth in fuch abundance as to fur-
pafs in this refpet all the kings that were prior to them; nor will any that
may fueceed them eafily obtain the like, They had likewife every thing
provided for them which both in a city and every other place is fought after
as ufeful for the purpofes of life. And they were fupplied, indeed, with many
things from foreign countries, on account of their extenfive empire ; but the
ifland afforded them the greater part of every thing of which they ftood in
need. In the firft place, the ifland fupplied them with fuch things as are
dug out of mines in a folid ftate, and with fuch as are melted: and ori-
chalcum *, which is now but feldom mentioned, but then was much cele-
brated, was dug out of the earth in many parts of the ifland, and was con-
fidered as the moft honourable of all metals except gold. Whatever, too, the
woods afford for builders the ifland produced in abundance. There were
likewife fufficient paftures there for tame and favage animals ; together with
a prodigious number of elephants. For, there were paftures for all fuch ani-
mals as are fed in lakes and rivers, on mountains, and in plains. And, in like
manner, there was fyﬂicient aliment for the largeft and moft voracious kind
of animals. Befides this, whatever of odoriferous the earth nourithes at
prefent, whether roots, or grafs, or wood, or juices, or gums, flowers, or
fruits,—thefe the ifland produced, and produced them well. Again, the

* Itis uncertain what this orichalcum was : perhaps it was the fame with plasina.
ifland
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ifland bore mild and dry fruits, fuch as we ufe for food, and of which we
make bread, (aliment of this kind being denominated by us leguminous,)
together with fuch meats, driuks, and ointments, as trees afford. Here,
Likewife, there were trees, whofe fruits are ufed for the fake of fport and
pleafure, and which it is difficult to conceal ; together with fuch daintics as
are ufed as the remedies of fatiety, and are grateful to the weary. All thefe
an ifland which once exifted, bore facred, beautiful, and wonderful, and in
infinitc abundance. The inhabitants, too, receiving all thefe from the earth,
conftru&ted temples, royal habitations, ports, docks, and all the reft of the
region, difpofing them in the following manner:—In the firft place, thofe
who refided about the antient metropolis united by bridges thofe zones of
the fea which we before mentioned, and made a road both to the external
parts and to the royal abode. But the palace of the king was from the firft
immediately raifed in this very habitation of the God and their anceftors,
This being adorned by one perfon after another in continued fucceffion, the
latter of each always furpaffing the former in the ornaments he beftowed,
the palace became at length aftonithingly large and beautiful. For they dug
a trench as far as to the outermoft zone, which commencing from the fea
extended three acres in breadth, and fifty ftadia in length. And that fhips
might fail from this fea to that zone as a port, they enlarged its mouth, fo
that it might be fufficient to receive the largeft veflels. They likewife divided
by bridges thofe zones of the earth which feparated the zones of the fea, fo
that with one three-banked galley they might fail from one zone to the
other ; and covered the upper part of the zones in fuch a manner that they
might fail under them. FEor the lips of the zones of earth were higher
than the fea. But the greate(t of thefe zones, towards which the fea diretted
its courfe, was in breadth three ftadia: the next in order was of the fame
dimenfion. But, of the other two, the watery circle was in breadth two
ftadia ; and that of earth was again equal to the preceding circle of water:
but the zone which ran round the ifland in the middle was one ftadium in
breadth, The ifland which contained the palace of the king was five ftadia
in diamcter. This, together with the zones, and the bridge which was
every way an acre in breadth, they inclofed with a wall of ftone, and raifed
towers and gates on the bridges according to the courfe of the fea. Stones,
too, were dug out from under the ifland, on all fides of it, and from within
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" and without the zones : fome of which were white, others black, and others
red : and thefe ftone quarries, on account of the cavity of the rock, afforded
two convenient docks. With refpect to the edifices, fome were of a {imple
firuture, and others were raifed from ftones of different colours; thus by
variety purfuing pleafure, which was allied to their nature. They likewife
covered the fuperficies of the wall which inclofed the moft outward zone
with brafs, ufing it for this purpafe as an ointment ; but they covered the
fuperficies of that wall which inclofed the interior zone with tin : and laftly,
they covered that which inclofed the acropolis with orichalcum, which fhines
with a fiery fplendour.

The royal palace within the acropolis was confiruced as follows :—In the
middle of it there was a temple, difficult of accefs, facred to Clites and Nep-
tune, and which was furrounded with an inclofure of gold. In this place
affembling in the beginning, they produced the race of ten kings; and from the
ten divifions of the whole region here colle@ted every year, they performed
feafonable facrifices to each, But the temple of Neptune was one ftadium
in length, and theee acres in breadth; and its altitude was commenfurate
to its length and breadth. There was fomething, however, barbaric in its
form. All the external parts of the temple, except the fummit, were co-
vered with filver; for that was covered with gold. With refpe& to the
internal parts, the roof was entircly formed from ivary, varicgated with
gold, filver, and orichalcum; but as te-alt the other parts, fuch as the walls,
pillars, and pavemeat, thefe were adormed with orichalcum. Golden fatues,
too, were placed in the temple ; andithe God himielf was reprefented. frand-
ing on a chariot, and goeverning fix-winged horfes ; while, at the fame time,
through his magnitude; he touched the roof with his head. An hundred
Nereids upon dolphins were cireularly difpofed. about himy; for at that time
this was fuppofed to be the number of the Nereids. There were likewife
many other ftatues of private perfons dedicated within the temple. Round the
temple, on the outfide, ftood golden. images of all the women and men that
had decended from the ten kings.: together with many other ftatues of kings
and private perfons, which.had been dedicated from the city, and from foreign
parts that were in {ubjection to the Atlantic ifland. There was an altar, too,
which accorded in magnitude and confirution with the other ornaments of
the temple ; and. in like manner, the palace was adapted to the magnitude
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of the empire, and the decorations of the facred concerns. The inhabitants,
likewife, ufed fountains both of hot and cold water, whofe ftreams were
copious, and naturally falubrious and pleafant in a wonderful degree. About
the fountains, too, edifices were conftructed, and trees planted, adapted to
thefe fontal waters. Receptacles of water, likewife, were placed round the
fountains, fome of which were expofed to the open air, but others were
covered, as containing hot baths for the winter feafon. Of thefe receptacles,
fome were appropriated to the royal family, and others, apart from thefe, to
private individuals ; and again, fome were fet apart for women, and others
for horfes and other animals of the yoke; a proper ornament at the fame
time being diftributed to each. They likewife brought defluent ftreams to
the grove of Neptune, together with all-various trees of an admirable beauty
and height, through the fecundity of the foil : and thence they derived thefe
ftreams to the exterior circles, by conduéting them through channels over
the bridges. But in cach ifland of thefe exterior circles there were many
temples of many Gods, togcther with many gardens, and gymnafia apart
from each other, fome for men, and others for horfes. But about the middle
of the largeft of the iflands there was a principal hippodrome, which was a
ftadium in breadth, and the length of which extended round the whole cir-
cle, for the purpofe of exercifing the horfes. On all fides of the hippodrome
ftood the dwellings of the officers of the guards. But the defence of the
place was committed to the more faithful foldiers, who dwelt in the fmaller
circle, and before the acropolis ; and the moft faithful of all the foldiers were
affigned habitations within the acropolis, and round the royal abodes. The
docks, likewife, were full of three-banked galleys, and of fuch apparatus as
is adapted to veflels of this kind. And in this manner the parts about the
royal palaces were difpofed.  But having pafled beyond the external ports,
which were three in number, a circular wall prefented itfelf to the view,
beginning from the fea, and cvery way diftant from the greateft of the
circles and the port by an interval of fifty ftadia. This wall terminated in
the mouth of the trench which was towards the fea. The whole {pace, too,
inclofed by the wall was crowded with houfes; and the bay and the
greateft harbour were full of fhips and merchants that came from all parts.
Hence, through the great multitude that were here affembled, there was an
all-various clamour and tumult both by day and night. And thus we have
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nearly related the particulars refpeéting the city and the antient habitation,
as they were then unfolded by the Egyptian priefts. In the next place, we
fthall endeavour to relate what was the nature, and what the arrangement, of
the reft of the region.

Firft, then, every place is faid to have been very elevated and abrupt which
was fituated near the fea; but all the land round the city was a plain, which
circularly invefted the city, but was itfelf circularly inclofed by mountains
which extended as far as to the fea. This plain too was fmooth and equa-
ble ; and its whole length, from one fide to the other, was three thoufand
ftadia ; but, according to its middle from the fea upwards, it was two thou-
fand ftadia. The whole ifland, likewife, was fituated towards the fouth, but
from its extremities was expofed to the north. Its mountains were then
celebrated as furpaffing all that exift at prefent in multitude, magnitude, and
beauty ; and contained many ‘villages, whofe inhabitants were wealthy.
Here, too, there were rivers, lakes, and meadows, which afforded fufficient
nutriment for all tame and favage animals ; together with woods, various
both in multitude and kind, and in abundance adequate to the feveral pur-
pofes to which they are fubfervient. This plain, therefore, both by nature
and the labours of many kings in a long period of time, was replete with
fertility. Its figure, too, was that of a {quare, for the moft part ftraight and
long ; but on account of the trench which was dug round it, it was deficient
in ftraightnefs. The depth, breadth, and length of this trench are incredible,
when compared with other labours accomplithed by the hands of men: but,
at the fame time, we muft relate what we have heard. Its depth was one
acre; and its breadth every where a ftadium. And as it was dug round the
whole plain, its length was confequently ten thoufand ftadia *. This trench
received the ftreams falling from the mountains, and which, circularly flow-
ing round the plain towards the city, and being collefted from different
parts, at length poured themfelves from the trench into the fea. Ditches
one hundred feet in breadth, being cut in a right line from this part, were
again fent through the plain into the trench near the fea: but thefe were
feparated from each other by an interval of one hundred ftadia. The inha-
bitants brought wood to the city from the mountains, and other feafonable

* That is, 1250 miles. This trench, however, was not a more furprifing effort of human
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articles, in twofold veflcls, through the trenches ; for the trenches interfeéted -
each other obliquely, and towards the city. Every year, too, they twice
collefted the fruits of the earth; in winter ufing the waters from Jupiter,
and in fummer bringing the produ@ions of the earth through the ftreams
deduced from the trenches,  With refped to the multitude of men in the
plain ufeful for the purpofes of war, it was ordered that a commander in
chief fhould be taken out of each allotment. But the magnitude of each
allotted portion of land was ten times ten ftadia ; and the number of all the
allotments was fixty thoufand. There is faid to have been an infinite num-
ber of men from the mountains and the reft of the region ; and all of them
were diftributed according to places and villages into thefe allotments, under
their refpe@ive leaders. The commander in chief, therefore, of each divi-
fion was ordered to bring into the ficld of battle a fixth part of the war-
chariots, the whole amount of which was ten thoufand, together with two
horfes and two charioteers: and again, it was decreed that he fhould
bring two horfes yoked by the fide of each other, but without a feat, toge-
ther with a man who might defcend armed with a {mall thield, and who
after the charioteer might govern the two horfes: likewife, that he thould
bring two heavy-armed foldiers, two flingers, three light-armed foldiers, three
hurlers of ftones, and three jaculators, together with four failors, in order
to fill up the number of men fufficient for one thoufand two hundred thips.
And in this manner were the warlike affairs of the royal city difpofed. But
thofe of the other nine cities were difpofed in a different manner, which it
would require a long time torelate. The particulars refpe&ing the governors
were inftituted from the beginning as follows :—Each of the ten kings pof-
fefled abfolute authority both over the men and the greater part of the laws
in his own divifion, and in his own city, punifhing and putting to death whom-
foever he pleafed.  But the government and communion of thefe kings with
each other were conformable to the mandates given by Neptune ; and this
was likewifc the cafe with their laws. Thefe mandates were delivered to them
by their anceftors infcribed on a pillar of orichalcum, which was erected about
the middle of the ifland, in the temple of Neptune. ‘Thefe kings, there-
fore, aflembled together every fifth, and alternately every fixth year, for
the purpofe of diftributing an equal part both to the even and the odd ; and,
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when affembled, they deliberated on the public affairs, inquired if any one
had a&ted improperly, and, if he had, called him to account for his conduét.
But when they were about to fit in judgment on any one, they bound each
other by the following compaét. As, prior to this judicial procefs, there
were bulls in the temple of Neptune, free from all reftraint, they ftlected ten
of thefe, and vowed to the God, they would offer a facrifice which thould be
acceptable to him, viz. a vi&im taken without iron, and hunted with clubs
and fnares. Hence, whatever bull was caught by them they led to the
pillar, and cut its throat on the fummit of the column, agreeably to the
written mandates, But on the piilar, befides the laws, there was an oath,
{fupplicating mighty imprecations againft thofe that were difobedient. When,
therefore, facrificing according to their laws, they began to burn all the
members of the bull, they poured out of a full bowl a quantity of clotted blood
for each of them, and gave the reft to the fire ; at the fame time luftrating
the pillar.  After this, drawing out of ghe bowl in golden cups, and making a
libation in the fire, they took an oath that they would judge according to
the laws infcribed on the pillar, and would punith any one who prior to
this fhould be found guilty; and likewife that they would never willingly
tranfgrefs any one of the written mandates. They added, that they would
neither govern, nor be obedient to any one who governed, contrary to the
preferibed laws of their country. When every one had thus fupplicated
both for himfelf and thofe of his race, after he had drunk, and had dedi-
cated the golden cup to the temple of the God, he withdrew to the fupper,
and his neceflary concerns. But when it was dark, and the fire about the
facrifice was abated, all of them, invefted with a moft beautiful azure gar-
ment, and fitting on the ground near the burnt victims,” fpent the whole
night in extinguithing the fire of the facrifice, and in judging and being
judged, if any perfon had accufed fome onc of them of having tran{greffed
the laws.

When the judicial procefs was finithed, and day appeared, they wrote
the decifions in a golden table, which together with their garments they
dedicated as monuments, in the temple of the God. There were alfo
many other laws refpe@ing facred concerns, and fuch as were peculiar to
the feveral kings; but the greateft were the following :—That they fhould
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never wage war againft each other, and that ail of them fhould give affift-
ance if any perfon in fome one of their cities fhould endeavour to extirpate
the royal race. Aud as they coufulted. in common refpe@ing war and other
a@ions, in the fame manner as their anceftors, they affigned the empire to
the Atlantic family. But they did not permit the king to put to death any
of his kindred, unlefs it feemed fit to more than five out of the ten kings.
Such then being the power, and of fuch magnitude, at that time, in thofe
places, Divinity transferred it from thence to thefe parts, as it is reported, on
the following occafion.  For many generations, the Atlantics, as long as the
nature of the God was fufficient for them, were obedient to the laws, and
benignantly affe@ed toward a divine nature, to which they were allied.
For they poffefled true, and in every refpe& magnificent conceptions; and
employed mildnefs in conjuncion with prudence, both in thofe cafual cir-
cumftances which are always taking place, and towards each other. Hence,
defpifing every thing except virtue, they confidered the concerns of the pre-
fent life as trifling, and therefore eafily endured them; and were of opinion
that abundance of riches and other pofleffions was nothing more than a
burthen. Nor were they intoxicated by luxury, nor did they fall into error,
in confequence of being blinded by incontinence ; but, being fober and vigi-
lant, they acutely perceived that all thefe things were increafed throagh com-
mon friendfhip, in conjuu@ion with virtue; but that, by eagerly purfuing
and honouring them, thefe external goods themfelves were corrupted, and,
togc ther with them, virtue and comn.on friendthip were deftroyed.  From
reafoning of this kind, and frem the coutinuance of a wivine nature, all the
particulars which we have previoufly difcufled, were increafed among them.
But when that portion of divinity, or divine deftiny, which they enjoyed,
vanithed from among them, in confequence of being frequently mingled with
much of a mortal nature, and human manners prevailed,—thex, being no
longer able to bear the events of the prefent life, they acted in a difgraceful
manner. Hence, to thofe who were capable of feeing, they appeared to be
bafc chara@ers, men who feparated things moft beautiful from fuch as are
moft honourable: but by thofe who were unable to perceive the true life,
which conduéts to felicity, they werc confidered as then in the higheft
degrce worthy and blefled, in ceuteqaence of being filled with an unjuf
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defire of poflefling, and tranfcending in power. But Jupiter, the God of
Gods, who governs by law, and who is able to perceive every thing of this
kind, when he faw that an equitable race was in a miferable condition, and
was defirous of punifhing them, in order that by acquiring temperance they
might poflefs more elegant manners, excited all the Gods to affemble in
their moft honourable habitation, whence, being feated as in the middle of
the univerfe, he beholds all fuch things as participate of generation: and
having affembled the Gods, he thus addreflfed them: * * % * # * * * % #

THE END OF THE CRITIAS, OR ATLANTICUS,,
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