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INTRODUCTION.

PLATO, in compofing the following books of Laws after his Republic,
appears to have a@ed in perfect conformity to the genius of his philofophy,
which every where afcends to things more univerfal and thence deicends to
things more particular, and contends that the latter can only be accurately
known by contemplating the former. As, therefore, in his Republic, or,
the great polity, he affigned all things in common, {o here he diftributes
land and a habitation, a wife and children, to every individual.

The Athenian gueft, the chicf fpeaker in this Dialogue, is Plato himfelf,
as is well obferved by the Greek Scholiaft, whom we have frequently cited
in the Notes to the Republic.  For this guelt obferves, in the courfe of the
Laws, that he had already completed two polities; fo that either thefe
muft be the polities of Plato, or, if this is not admitted, Plato will be the
fame with the Athenian gueft. Plato, therefore, travelling to Crete, met
near Cnoffus with Megillus the Lacedzmonian, and Clinias the Cretan,
whom, together with nine others, the Cnoffians had invited to their country
that they might there eftablith a colony, build a city, and give it laws.
Megillus then and Clinias, fays the Scholiaft, betook themfelves to the
facred cavern of Jupiter, which was the moft holy of all others, and in
which the moft venerable and arcane of the myfteries were performed *.
The Athenian gueft mecting with thefe two, and having afked them in
what defign they were engaged, they replied, In the eftablithment of laws.
However, as they had been atked many things concerning laws by the
gueft, and had by no means fatisfaQorily anfwered his queftions, and as
he appeared to them to be well fkilled in the fubjeét, they requeft him to
affift them in framing laws for the city.

The genius of Plato in compofing thefe laws is truly admirable; for,
prompted by a philanthropy of which a refemblance has from time imme-
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4 . INTRODUCTION.

morial been rarely feen, he has devifed certain exhortatory introduétions,
which he calls prefaces, to the feveral laws, that the citizens may be led by
perfuafion, and not by terror, to at legally, and that they may fpontancoufly
obey the laws as paternal injunétions, and not unwillingly fubmit to them as
the mandates of a tyrant. The obfervation, therefore, of Scneca’, that
¢ nothing can be more trifling, nothing more frigid, than a law with a pro-
logue,’ is frigid and trifling in the extreme, when applied, as Seneca does
apply it, to Plato’s prefaces to his Laws. But Seneca was ignorant of the
benevolent intention of the-divine philofopher, in this inftance, and perfectly
unfkilled in his doctrines. Can the objections, therefore, of fuch a Roman
be of any weight againft fuch a Greek?

In thort, Plato, in this work, appears to have moft happlly blended the
Socratic philanthropy with the Pythagoric intelle¢tual elevation. Hence,
befides an eafy accommodation’to familiar difcourfe, and the ethical peculi-
arity, in the tenth book, in perfe& conformity to the dogmas of the Pytha-
.gorzans, he demonftratés the exiftence of the Gods and Providence, and
fhows that thie divinities poffefs immutable perfeétion. ‘This book, indeed,
may be confidered as forming one of the moft important parts of the
writings of Plato, as it indifputably proves that he was a firm belicver in
the religion of his country, and that, when properl) underftood, the theology
of the P.lgans is the ne plus ultra of fublimity. An introduéion; therefore,
of confiderable extent will be prefixed to that book, which I earncttly
recommend to the diligent perufal of the liberal reader.

* Senec. Epift. 94.

THE
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BOOK L

PERSONS OF THE DIALOGUL.

An ATHENIAN GUEST,
CLINIAS the Cretan, and
MEGILLUS the Lacedemonian,

DO you think, O guefts, that a God, or fome man, was the caufe of the
cftablithment of laws ?

Criv. A God, O gueft, a God, as it is moft juft to affert: with us,
indeed, Jupiter; but, with the Lacedemonians (whence originated this our
gueft), I think, Apollo ditated the laws. Is it not {o?

Mecir. It is.

Guest. Whether, therefore, do you fpeak according to Homer, viz.
that Minos * every year, for the fpace of nine years, went to converfe
with his father, and ecftablithed laws for your cities, according to his
conceptions? '

CriN. It is fo faid by us: and, likewife, that his brother Rhadamanthus
(you have heard the name) was moft juft. We Cretans, therefore, fay
that he obtained this praife, from his diftributing, at that time, things
pertaining to juftice in a proper manner.

* Minos was an intelleQual hero, or, in other words, 2 hero who energized according to
intelle€ual virtue; and, as he was iiluminated by Jupiter, from whom he proceeded, he is on
this account faid to have converfed with his father. For an ample account of heroes, fec the

Notes to the Cratylus.
GUESsT.
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Guest. His renown is indeed beautiful, and highly becoming the fon
-of Jupiter. But fince both you and this other have been educated in legal
inftitutions of this kind, I perfuade myfelf, it will not be unpleafant to us
to fpeak and hear about the eftablithment of cities and laws, at the fame
time that we are proceeding on our journey. But the way from Cnoflus
to the cavern ' and temple of Jupiter is, as we have heard, fufficiently long;
and the refting-places along the road are, as it is proper they thould be
during the prefent hot weather, thady, from their pofition under lofty
trees. It will likewife be fuitable to our age, to reft in them frequently;
and thus, by the allurements of difcourfe, render the wholc of our journey
eafy.

Crin. Indeed, O gueft, in the courfe of our journey, we fhall meet in
the groves with cyprefs trees of an admirable height and beauty, and
meadows in which while we reft we may difcourfe.

Gruest. You {peak rightly.

Crin. Entirely fo. We fhall however {peak with more confidence
when we become fpeftators of thefe. But let us now proceed on our
journey with good fortune.

GuesT. Let it be fo. But inform me, why the law inftituted for you
public feafts, gymnaftic exercifes, and the cuftom of ufing arms.

CrLin. I think, O gueft, that thefe particulars refpeting us may be
apprehended with perfe&t eafe. For you fee that the nature of the whole
region of Crete is not plain, like that of Theffaly. On this account,
with them, horfes are more ufed, and, with us, courfes on foot. For this,
irregularity of the ground is more adapted to the exercife of pedeftrial
races. Hence, for this purpofe, it is neceffary that the arms fhould be
lighter, that they may not hinder the race by their weight. But lightnefs
of bows and arrows feems to be adapted to this purpofe. All thefe
particulars, therefore, are fubfervient to our ufe in war; and the legiflator,
as it appears to me, looking to this, eftablithed every thing. For he
feems to have inftituted public banquets, in confequence of perceiving
that all men, when they engaged in war, were compelled by the thing
itfelf, for the fake of their own defence, to feaft at that time together.

* According to the Greek Scholiaft, not only the greateft myfteries of Jupiter but alfo thofe
of the Curetes were performed in this cavern.

But
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But he appears to me to be charged with folly by the multitude, in con-
fequence of their not having learnt that cities are perpetually at war with
cach other. But if during the time of war it is neceflary to feaft together
for the fake of defence, and that certain governors and men governed
thould be the armed defenders of them, this alfo fhould be done in the
time of peace. For that which moft men call peace, is only a name; but,
in reality, war is perpetually proclaimed according to nature, by all cities,
againft all. And thus confidering, you will nearly find that the Cretan
legiflator eftablithed for us all the laws, both public and private, as if
looking to war; and ordered them to defend thefe laws in fuch a manner
as if nothing elfe was ufeful, either of pofleffions or ftudies, unlefs a mam
became viftorious in war; and as confidering that all the goods of the
vanquifhed become the property of the vicors.

GursT. You appear to me, O gueft, to be well exercifed for the pur-
pofe of explaining the Cretan laws. But explain this yet more clearly to
me. For you feem to me to fay that a city is then well eftablithed
when it is fo conftituted as to be able to vanquith other cities in war. Is
it not fo?

Crin. Itis perfe@ly fo; and I think that this our other gueft will be
of the fame opinion.

Meocir. How can a Lacedemonian, O divine man, an{wer otherwife?

Guest. Whether, therefore, is this right from: cities towards cities, but
not from one village towards another?

CLiN. By no means.

GuesT. Is it therefore the fame?

Crin. Itis.

GuesT. But what then? Is it likewife the fame from one houfe to-
another in the fame village, and from one.man to another?

Crin. The fame.. .

Guest. But what fhall we fay of one man. towards himfelf? Shall we
confider the relation as that of an enemy toan enemy? Or, how fhall we fay?

Crin. O Athenian gueft! for I am not willing to.call you Attic, becaufe
you appear to me rather to deferve to be called by the furname of the
Goddefs Minerva . For, rightly reducing the difcourfe to its principle,,

* Alluding to Minerva being called the Goddefs.of Wifdom.
you
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you render it more clear; and, by this mean, are able to find with facility
that which has now been rightly afferted,—I mean, that all men are enemies
to all, both publicly and privately, and likewife, that cach individual is an
enemy to himfelf,

GuesTt. How do you fay, O wonderful man?

Crin. This, O gueft;; that for a man to vanquifh himfelf is the firft
and beft of all viQories, but to be vanquithed by himfelf is a thing the moft
thameful and vile. For thefe things fignify that there is war in cach of us
againft ourfelves. »

GuEesT. Again, therefore, let us refume the difcourfe. For, fince each
of us is either better or worfe than himfelf, whether fhall we fay that a
houfe, a village, and a city, have this fame thing in them, or not?

CriN. Do you mean that one is better, and the other worfe than itfelf?

Guest. Ido. )

Crin. Concerning this alfo you have rightly inquired. For this does
not lefs happen to cities, butin the higheft degree. For, in thofe in which
the better vanquifh the multitude and the worfe, fuch a city is with pro-
priety faid to be better than itfelf, and may with the greateft juftice be
praifed for fuch a viGtory. But the contrary muft be the cafe with a con-
trary city. ' ,

Guest. Whether, therefore, here, the worfe is at any time more excel-

Jent than the better, muft be left uninveftigated; (for it would require a
prolix difcuffion;) but I underftand what is at prefent aflerted by you, thus:
That fometimes citizens who are allied to each other, and of the fame city,
being unjuft and numerous, will forcibly attack the juft, being fewer in
number, that they may fubje@ them to flavery; and that, when they con-
quer, the city may be juftly faid to be inferior to itfelf, and at the fame
time depraved, but, when they are conquered, better than itfelf, and good.

Crin. What is now faid, O gueft, is wonderful in the extreme ; but, at
the fame time, thus to confefs is moft neceflary.

GuesT. Come then, let us again confider this. Many brothers may be
born from one father, and from one mother. Nor is it at all wonderful that -
the greater part of them fhould be unjuft, and the leffer juft.

CriN. Itis not wonderful.

Guest. Nor will it be’ proper for me and you to inveftigate this, that

when
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when the bafe vanquifh, both the houfe and every kind of alliance may be

called inferior to themielves, but better than themfelves when the bafe are

vanquifhed.  For we do uot inveftigate thefe things at prefent for the fake

of an clegant or inclegant arrangement of words, according to the man-
ner of many, but for the fake of difcovering what is natural re&itude and

error concerning laws.

CriN. You fpcak moft truly, O gueft. .

Mzecir. It appears to me, too, that what has hitherto been faid is bcau-
tiful.

GursT. Let us befides confider this: Can any one become a judge of
fuch brothers as we have juft {fpoken of ?

CriN. Doubtlefs.

Guest. Which therefore will be the better judge? he who cuts off
thofe that are unworthy, and orders the worthy to govern themfelves? or
he who caufes the worthy to govern, but fuffers the unworthy to live, when
they are willing to be governed? But we will fay that a third is a judge
with re{ped to virtue, if fuch a one can be found, who, receiving one dif~
cordant alliance, will not deftroy any one, but, reconciling the difagreeing
parties, will eftablifh for them laws by which they may be enabled to pre-
ferve friendfhip towards each other,

Crin. Such a judge and legiflator will be by far the beft.

GuesT. And he will frame laws for them, by acting in a manner con-
trary to looking at war.

Crin. This indeed is true. i

GuesT. But what—Whether does he who aptly conftitutes a city look
to external war, and by this mean principally adorn the lives of the citizens,
or to the war produced within the city, which is called fedition, which
every one would particularly with not to arife in his city ; and that, when.
it arifes, the city may be liberated fromn it with the utmoft celerity ?

Criy. It is evident that he would look to the latter. '

Guest. Whether would any onc choofe that peace thould be the refult -
of fedition, in confequence of one part of the citizens being deftroyed,
and the other part being victorious, or rather that peace and friendfhip -
fhould be the confequence of reconciliation, and thus the mind of the citi-
zens be neceflarily dire@ted to external wars ¢

VOL. II. ’ CLIn,
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CLin. Every one would rather wifh that the latter fhould happen to his
city, than the former.

Guest. Would not a legiflator in a fimilar manncr ?

Crin. He would.

Guest. Does not every one eftablith all laws for the fake of that
svhich is beft ?

Crin. How fhould he not ?

GuesT. But neither war nor fedition is the beft of things (for to be in want
of thefe is execrable), but mutual peace and benevolence. Nor is that
victory by which a city vanquithes itfelf, one of the beft of things, but it
ranks among things neceffary. But to think that the beft ftate: of a city
confifts in fighting and conquering, is juft as if any one fhould think that
a wearied body, when undergoing medicinal purification, then aéed in the
beft manner, but thould pay no attention to a body which was not at all
indigent of medical affiftance. And if any one thinks in a fimilar manner,
either of the felicity of a city or of a private man, he will never become
a politician, while he thus alone and primarily looks to external war ; nor
will he be an accurate legiflator, unlefs he eftablithes laws refpecting war
for the fake of peace, rather than laws refpecting peace for the fake of war,

CriN. Thefe things, O gueft, appear in a certain refpe@ to be rightly
faid. But I thould wonder to fir 7any one contending that our laws, and
likewife thofe of the Lacedzmonians, were not with all poffible attention
framed for the fake of war.

GugesT. Perhaps this is the cafe.. 'We ought not, however, to inveftigate
theprefent affair in a contentious but in a quiet manner; the greateft diligence
bcinc;; employed, both by us and them, about things of this kind.  Attend
therefore to my difcourfe. In the firit place, we fhall adduce Tyrtaeus ", who
was by birth an Athenian, but afterwards a citizen of Laced®monia, and
who moft of al! men applied himfelf to thefe particulars : ¥ fhall not
then (fays he) confider that man as worthy of being mentioned, or of any

* Tyrtzus was an elegiac poet, lame, and defpifed by the Athenians. The Oracle of‘Apollo,
however, ordered the Lacedzmonians to ufe him as their general, in the war in which (lixey
were then engaged with the Meffenians. Tyrtzus therefore coming to Lacedxemon, a'nd being
infpired by the God, fo animated the Lacedzmonians that they vanquifhed the Meflenians. He

flourithed 684 years before Chrift.
confequence,
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confequence, though ke fhould be the moft wealthy of all men, and fhould
poflefs abundance of goods (and he enumerates almoft all goods), who does
not always condu@ himfelf in the moft excellent manner in warlike
affairs,””  Thefe poers perbaps you alfo have heard. "For this other affo- -
ciate of ours is, I think, fatiated with them.

Mzeir. Entirely fo. ’ A

Crin. And thefe alfo have reached us, being brought from Laceda-
monia. ,

GuesT. I.et us, therefore, in common interrogate this poet thus: O
moft divine poct, Tyrtwus! for you appear to us to be wife and good,
becaufe you have in the higheft degree cclebrated thofe who in the higheft
degree excel in war. I, therefore, and this Clinias the Cnoffian, appear
very much to agrec with you in this particular. But we wifth clearly to
know, whether or not we fpcak about the fame men. Inform us, there-
fore, whether you alfo as well as we are clearly of opinion, that there
are two kinds of war? Or how do you fay? For I think that a man much
worfe than Tyrteus would anfwer that there are two kinds; one, which
we all denominate fedition, and which we confider as the moft grievous
of all wars; but the other kind, I think, is that which we all confider as
milder than the former, and which we employ againft thofe who do not
belong to the city, and who are of a different tribe.

CLiN. How is it poffible he thould anfwer otherwife ?

GuEesT. Inform us, thcrefore, who were the men, and ‘what the kind
of war, in which you have fo tranfcendently praifed fome, and blamed
others. For you appear to have praifed thofe that fought in external wars,
Thus, you fay in your poems, that you can by no means endure thofe
who are not hardy enough to behold bloody flaughter, and to afpire after
{ierce battle, hand to hand. From this, O Tyrteus, we fhould infer, that
you praife thofe who have becn eminently illuftrious in waging external
war. Shall we fay that Tyrtacus would grant this ?

Crin. Certainly.

- Guest. But we, fince thefe are good, fhall affert that thofe are far better
who evidently excel in the greateft war. We have too the poet Theognis *

* This poct flourifhed about 549 years before Chrift, .
c 3z a witnefs
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a witnefs in our favour, who was a citizen of the Megarenfians in Sicily.
For he favs:

Who faithful in infane fedition keeps,

With filver and with ruddy gold may vie.

We fay, therefure, that fuch a one will condu&t himfelf ir the moft
difficult war in a manner nearly as much fuperior to the other, as juftice,
temperance, and prudence, when conjoined with fortitude, are fuperior to
fortitude alone. For no one can be found faithful and found in feditions,
without the whole of virtue. But, as Tyrtweus fays, there are a great num-
ber of mercenaries who fight intrepidly and die willingly in battle, moft
of whom are ferocious, injurious, reproachful, and, with a very few ex-
ceptions, are the moft ftupid of all men. But to what does all this tend ?
And what did he perfpicuoufly intend to fignify by thefe affertions ? It is
evidently this, that both he who framed laws here from Jupiter, and every
other legiflator who profits cities in the fmalleft degree, eftablifhes laws
by always looking as much as poffible to the greateft virtue. But it is, as
Theognis fays, confidence in dire events, which may be denominated per-
fe& juftice. But that which Tyrteus fo highly praifes is indeed beauti-
ful, and opportunely celebrated by the poet; yet it may moft rightly be
faid to be honourable, the fourth in number, and in power.

Crin. Shall we, therefore, O gueft, rank our legiflator among remote
legiflators ?

GuesT. Not him indeed, moft excellent man, but ourfelves, fince we
are of opinion, that both Lycurgus and Minos eftablithed all the laws inr
Lacedzmon, and here, in confequence of efpecially dire@ing their atten-
tion to war.

Criv. In what manner then ought we to fpeak ?

GuesT. As truth and juftice, 1 think, require thofe fhould fpeak who
difcourfe about a divine republic ; for fuch ought not to be confidered as
looking to a certain part of virtue, and that the moft abje&, but as regard-
ing the whole of virtue, and inquiring after laws, according to the fpecics
of virtue ;—not, indeed, inveftigating thofe fpecies which many at prefent
propofe ; for, at prefent, every one propofes to inquire after that whiclt
he is principally in want of. Thus, one inquires about an inheritance,
another about women who are left the only heirs, another about an injury,

: and
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and others about ten thoufand things of a fimilar kind. But we fay that
inquiries about laws rank among good inquiries, when they are fuch as we.
have jult now ‘begun. And, indeed, 1 in every refpe@ approve of the
manner in which you have entered on the difcuffion of laws. For you are
certainly right in beginning from virtue, and afferting that for its fake
laws are framed.  But you do not appear to me to be right in faying, that
the legiflator framed all his laws by regarding a part of virtue, and this
he leaft; and this has been the caufe of all that was afterwards faid by
me. Are you, however, willing I thould tell you in what manner I wifh
you to diftinguifth in this affuir ?

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuesT. It is proper, O gueft, to affert that the laws of the Cretans are
not rafhly approved by all men, and particularly by all the Greeks. For
they are rightly framed, fince they render thofe who ufe them happy ; and
this becaufe they impart every good, But there are two kinds of goods,
one human, and the other divine; and the former is fufpended from the
latter. And if any city receives the greater goods, it alfo poffefles the
lefler ; but if not, itis deprived of both. But the leffer goods are thofe of
which health is the lcader, beauty the fecond in order, and ftrength for
the courfe, and all the other motions pertaining to the body, the third.
But riches rank in the fourth place, which are not blind?, but perceive
acutely, if they follow prudence. However, that which is the firit leader
of all divine goods is prudence®. That which ranks in the fecond place:

* « Theophraftus (fays the Greek Scholiaft) obferves, that if wealth had life, it would come
only to the good. Tor every thing defires its proper good ; but this is the good of wealth, to-
become an inftrument to the worthy : fince that which is the good of any thing is the object of
defire to that thing, and this alfo is according to nature to it. But all things afpire-after a dif-
pofition according to nature. However, fince wealth is without life, it now alfo falls among
the evil” 'O Ocoppactos Pnow & Lumy eixev & mAGUTOG, Wpog povous av amnAds Tous aryalbevs® exacToy yap
Tov omeiov sPieTas ayafou® Touto O 1w mrouTe coTiv ayabov, To Tois aryabois opyavey yiyveshas To yap exacTa
ayabov, TOUTO Kar EQPETOV UMapXE ToUTo ¥ avtw xas xata Qurwt wavra 3¢ Tns xata Quow opeyvetas dia-
Sezeng vuv O emadn & WAOUTO; oux £ XEE LWMYy ELTITITEL KRl €1 TOUS xaxovs.—Schol.. Grec..in Plat. p- 222.

2 Meaning intelle@tual prudence, through which we obtain a knowledge of things good and:
advantageous, of things beautiful and the contrary; and which, in fhort, is the governor of
man, referring citics and houfes, and the life of every individual, to a divine paradigm. Plata
immediately after this calls it intelle®, becaufe it is generated from 3 pure and perfeét in-

telledt,
after
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after intelleét is a temperate habit of the foul. From thefe mingled with

fortitude, the third in order will be juftice.  And the fourth will be forti-

tude. All which are to be p]aced; according to nature before thofe human

goods. A legiflator, therefore, ought to follow this order, and thould com-

mand the citizens to look to thefe divine goods in all their a&tions. But, of

thefe, human fhould be .referred to divine goods, and all divine goods to

their leader intellect.  After thefe things he ought to pay attention to the

marriages of the citizens, and to the procreation and education of children,

“both male and female, and likewife to thc young, and thofe who arc ad-
vauncing to old age. Such too, among thefe, as behave well, he thould
honour as they deferve, but thould reprobate in all the converfations of
thefe, their pains, pleafures, and defires. He fhould likewife confider, and
act as a guardian over, the ftudies of all lovers; and, through the laws,
praife fuch as are worthy, and blame the contraries to thefe. With refpect
to anger and fear, too, he will thow what in each of thefe is laudable, and
what to be avoided ; likewife what perturbations are produced in the foul
through misfortune, and what the means by which thefe are avoided in
profperity. Laftly, he will fhow what paffions men are fubje to, through
difeafe, war, poverty, or the contraries to thefe ; and in all fuch things he
will teach and define what is beautiful, or otherwife, in the difpofition of
each. After this, it is neceffary that the legiflator thould pay attention to the
pofleffions and expenfes of the citizens, fo as to know how they are con-
du&ed, together with focieties, and their diffolutions, whether voluntarily or
involuntarily inftituted ; where juftice is found among thefe, and where it is
wanting; that by thefe means he may diftribute honours to thofe that obey the
laws,and punifh thofe who cannot be perfuaded to obey them. In the laftplace,
having inftituted every thing as far as to the end of every polity, it is necef=

fary he fhould eftablith the manner in which the monuments of the dead
thould be raifed,and what honours are to be paid to them. The legiflator, hav-
ing eftablithed all thefe particulars, fhould place over them guardians, fome
of whom condué public affairs according to prudence, but others according

to true opinion ; fo that intelle@, binding all thefe together, may evince that
the city follows temperance and juftice, and not riches or ambition. After

this manner, O guefts, I have withed, and am now defirous, you would

explain how all thefe particulars are to be found in thofe laws which are
' called
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called the laws of Jupiter, in thofe of Pythian Apollo, and in thofe which
Minos and Lycurgus eftablithed ; and how, being affumed in a certain
order, they may become cvident to one who is tkilled in the legiflative
fcience, either by art or from certain cuftoms, though to us they are by no
means apparent.

CLin. How then, O gueft, ought we to difcufs what follows?

GuesT. It appears to me that we ought to commence our difcuffion
from the beginning (as we began to do); confidering in the firft place the
purfuits of fortitude, and afterwards difcuffing another and another {fpe-
cies of virtue, if you are willing : and that we may difcufs the firft obje&
of our inquiry, we will endeavour to eftablith a paradigm, and refer to it
the other particulars, that by mutual converfe of this kind we may beguile
the tedioufnefs of the way. But afterwards we will confider the purfuits
of the whole of virtue, and evince that our prefent difcuffion, if divinity
is willing, looks thitherward.

Crin. You fpeak well. Endeavour therefore; in the firft place, to judge
for us refpe@ing this praifer of Jupiter.

GuesT. I will endeavour to do this, both for you and myfelf. For the
difcourfe is common, Speak therefore. Shall we fay that common ban-

quets and gymnaftic excrcifes were invented by the legiftator, for the pur~
pofes of war? '

Crin. They were.

GuzsT. And is this the cafe with a third or fourth thing? For, perhaps, it
is proper thus to enumerate in the things pertaining to another virtue, whe-*
ther it is right to call them parts, or any thing elfe, for the fake of perfpicuity.

MEecrr. 1, therefore, as well as every Lacedzmonian, thould fay that
hunting was invented as the third thing. But we fhould endeavour, if
poflible, to difcover the fourth or fifth thing. 1 therefore fhall endeavour
to evince that the fourth thing confifts in the endurance of pain.  For we
are much exercifed in this, in fighting with each other with our hands, and
in certain violent feizurcs, each of thefe being attended with a multitude
of wounds. Beildes this we have an exercife, which is called a certain
concealment *, which is wounderfully laborious, and is undertaken for the

purpofe

* A young man was fent from the city, in order that he might not be [¢cen for a certain’
time. He was therefore compelled to wander round the mountains, and could neither fleep
withdut
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purpofe of ftrengthening our endurance. Befides, in winter, without
thoes, without any covering to our body, and without fervants, waiting
indeed on ourfelves, we wander both night and day through cvery region.
Further ftill : in the exercifes of naked young men, fevere endurances take
place among us, when we contend with the ftrength of fuffocating heat ;
and there are many other things of this kind among us, which it would not
" be eafy to enumerate. : l

Guesrt. You fpeak well, O Lacedemonian gueft. But whether or not
thall we place fortitude as fimply confifting in a conteft alone with fears
and pains? or, fhall we fay that it likewife confifts in oppofing defires
and pleafures, and certain vehement flatteries, which foften the minds of
thofe who are confidered as venerable perfons, and befides this render them
like wax? '

MecrL. I think it likewife confifts in oppofing all thefe.

GuesT. If, therefore, we call to mind what was advanced above, this
ourother guefl faid, that fome city was inferior to itfelf, and fome man to

“himfelf.  Was it not fo, O Cnoffian gueft ?

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuEest. Now, then, which ought we to call the inferior,—he who is
fubdued by pain, or he who is fubdued by pleafure ?

-Crin. Itappears to me, he who is fubdued by pleafure. And, in every
refpett, we fhould rather fay that he who is vanquithed by pleafures is
difgracefully inferior to himfelf, and, prior to this, to him who is van-
quithed by pains.

GuesT. Did therefore the legiflators of Jupiter and Apollo eftablith by.
law fortitude as lame, and confider it as alone able to oppofe things on its
left hand, but incapable of refifting elegancies and flatteries on its right
hand? or, did they confider it as able to oppofe both ?

Crin. Both, I think.

GuesT. Let us, therefore, again relate what thofe purfuits are, in both
your cities, which tafte of pleafures, and do not avoid them, in the fame

without fear, left he fhould be detefted, nor employ fervants, nor carry food for his fubfiftence.
There was alfo another form of exercife for the purpofe of war : for, {tripping every one of the
young men naked, they ordered them to wander for a whole year out of the city, among the
mountains, and to fupport themfelves by theft, and other ftratagems, but in fuch a manner that
no one might detet them. Hence this was called sgumraia, a concealment : for they were pu-

nifhed if they were at any time dilcovered.—Schol. Gr. in Plat. p. 235.
manner
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manner as they do not avoid pain, but bring them into the midft, and
caufe the citizens to vanquith them, partly by force, and partly by the
allurements of honour. But, inform me where the fame thing is ordained
in your laws refpe€ting pleafures, as refpeting pains; and what that is
which renders you fimilarly brave both with refpe@ to pain and pleafures;
which renders you victorious over thofe things which you ought to van-
quith, and by no means fuffers you to be inferior to your neighbouring
and moft grievous enemies?

MEGIL. I cannot, O gueft, fo eafily adduce a mulutude of laws oppo-
fite to pleafures, as I can a multitude oppofite to pains. Nor perhaps is it

cafy to fpeak of pleafures.according to great and apparent parts, but only
according to fuch as are fmall.

CLIN. Nor am I able in a fimilar manner to render the fame apparent in
the Cretan laws,

Guest. This, O beft of guefts, is by no means wonderful. If any
one, therefore, who is defirous of perceiving that which is true and at the
fame time moft excellent, fthould find fomething to reprehend in the laws
of our refpeftive countries, we thould behave towards each other with
mildnefs, and not with feverity.

CriN. You fpeak well, O Athenian gueft; and therefore we ought
to follow your advice.

GuesT. Indeed, Clinias, a condu of this kind becomes men cf your age.

Crin. Certainly.

GuesT. The next queftion, therefore, will be, whether or not the La-
conian and Cretan polity is reprehenfible, Perhaps, indeed, I can better
relate what is faid by the multitude on this occafion, than either of you,
As to your laws, though they thould be but of a moderate degree of excel-
lence, yet you ccrt'uuly have one moﬁ beautiful law, wlnch forbids auny
youth from inquiring whether the Taws are well or ill eftablithed, but
orders them all to accord, with one voice, and with one mouth, that they
are all beautifully conftituted, as if they had been eftablithed by the Gods;
and that, if any young man aflerts the contrary, no one fhall by any
means liften to his difcourfe: but that an old man, if he has any thing
to urge againft them, fhall relate his objecions to the rulers, and his equa!s
in age, yet not in the prefence of any young man.

VOL, IL ‘ D Crin,
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CriN. You fpeak moft properly, O gueft: and though at the time this
law was eftablithed you was abfent from the thought of the founder, yet
you appear to me to conjeGure his intention futliciently, as if you were
a prophet, and to fpeak the truth in the moft eminent degree.

GuEesT. At prefent, therefore, let us be free from young men, but we,
on account of our old age, are permitted by the legiflator to fpeak about
the laws among ourfelves, without committing any offence.

CrLiN. We are fo. Do not fpare, therefore, but freely reprove our
laws. For it is not difhonourable to know if any thing is not beautifully
eftablithed; but, by this mean, a remedy is applied, when what is afferted
is received with a benevolent, and not an envious mind.
~ GuesT. You fpeak well. I fhall not, however, reprehend the laws till k
have diligently confidered them to the utmoft of my ability; or rather, 1 fhall
proceed in this affair by doubting. For you alone, of all the Greeks and
Barbarians with whom we are acquainted, the legiflator has ordered to
abftain from the greateft pleafures and fports, and not to tafte them. But
with refpe@ to pains and fears, which we have lately difcuffed, he was of
opinion, that if any one avoided them from his infancy, when he came
to endure neceflary pains, fears, and labours, he would avoid thofe who
are exercifed in them, and would become’ their flave. This legiflator
ought, in my opinion, to have thought the fame refpecing pleafures, and
to have faid to himfelf: If the citizens fhould from childhood be unexpe-
rienced in the greateft pleafures, and never be taught how to fuftain the
attacks of pleafure, or informed that they thould never be compelled to do
any thing bafe for the fake of the fweetnefs with which pleafure is
attended, they would be induced to aét iu the fame manner as thofe who -
are vanquifhed by fear, and would become fervile in a different and yet
bafer manner than thofe who are able to endure the affaults of pleafure,
"but yet procure pleafures for themfelves, and are fometimes the worft of
men. The foul of fuch, likewife, is partly a flave, and partly free; and
they do not deferve to be called fimply brave, and free. Confider, there-
fore, whether any thing that has been now faid appears to you te be proper.

CriN. Itdoes. Butimmediately and readily to affent to things of fuch great
importance would be the province of young men, or rather of ftupid men.

GuesT. Shall we then, O Clinias and Lacedemonian gueft, after this,

difcufs
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difcufs what we at firft propofed; (for after fortitude we fhall fpeak of
temperance,) I mean, what difference there is between thefe polities and
thofe which are governed by chance, in the fame manner as we have now
ipoken about war ?

MeciL. This is not very eafy to accomplith.

Crin, Yet it appears that the common banquets, and gymnaftic exer-
cifes, were beautifully invented by both polities.

GuesT. Itappears, O guefts, to be a difficult undertaking to introduce,
in reality as well as in difcourfe, the indubitable, refpe@ing polities. For
it feems that, as in bodies it is not poflible to accommodate any one pur-
fuit to any one body, becaufe the fame thing is feen to injure fome and
benefit others, the like takes place in cities. For gymnaftic exercifes,
public banquets, and a multitude of other things, at one time are benefi-
cial to cities, but in feditions they are hurtful.  The truth of this is evinced
by the Milefians, Boeotians, and Thurians. But this antient, legal, and
natural purfuit appears to have perverted the venereal pleafures, not only
of men, but of beafts. And your cities may be firft accufed of this, and
fuch others as have particularly applicd themfelves to gymnaftic exercifes.
And whether things of this kind ought to be confidered jocoftly, or feri-
oufly, ftill we muft be convinced that, when the male and female unite
for the purpofe of producing offspring, the pleafure attending fuch a con-
junéion appears to be imparted according to nature; but, that the con-
junétion of males with males, or of females with females, is contrary to
nature. We muft likewife affert, that he who firft dared to ac in this
manner was induced by the incontinence of pleafure. We zll of us,
indeed, blame the fable of the Cretans about Ganymedes, as difcourfing
about thefe particulars.  For, as they believe that their laws were given by
Jupiter, they have devifed this fable againt Jupiter, that they may give
themfelves up to this pleafure, following the example of the God. But
let us bid farewell to the fable, Again, with refpeé to thofe who make
the laws the fubjec of their fpeculation, almoft all their attention fhould
be dire@ed to pleafures and pains, both in the manners of cities and of
individuals. For thefe two fountains are permitted to flow by nature; of
which, he who draws whence, when, and as much as he ought, is happy;
and this is equally true of a city, an individual, and of every animal: but

D2 he
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he who draws unfcientifically, and at an improper time, will, on the con-
trary, live unhappy. : '

Meeir. Thefe things, O gueft, are fo beautifully faid, as to render us
incapable of urging any thing againft them. But, at the fame time, the
Laced@monian legiflator appears to meto have very properly forbidden the:
avoiding of pleafure. But this our other gueft can, if he pleafes, afift us-
with refpe@ to the Cnoffian laws. For it appears to me that the inftitu-
tions in Sparta about pleafures arc the moft beautiful of all inftitutions;
fince that through which men principally fall into the greateft pleafures,.
the moft i injurious conduét, and every kind of folly, our law exterminates
from the whole of our country: nor will you fec in the fields, nor in any
of the Spartan cities, banquets, nor fuch other particulars attendant on
thefe, as excite, according to their power, every kind of pleafure. Nor is
there any one who, happening: to meet with a perfon wanton through in-
toxication, would not immediately infli¢t on him the greateft punithment..
Nor would the pretext of celebrating the feftival of Bacchus abfolve him
from chaftifement, as I once faw was the cafe with. your people in car--
riages. And in Tarentum, with thofe of our colony, [ have feen all the city.
intoxicated during the Bacchic feftival. With us, however, there is
nothing of the kind..

GussT. O Lacedezmonian gueft, all- fuch things as thefe are laudable
where they are attended with certain endurances; but, where they are
permitted, they are of a moft flotbful nature. For fome one, defending.
our inftitutions, would very readily reprove you by fhowing the licen--
tioufnefs of your women. But one anfwer appears to liberate all fuch:
particulars, in Tarentum, with us, and with you, from not being bafe;.
but upright. For every one who anfwers may fay toan admiring ftranger,.
on his beholding things unufual in his own country: Wonder not, O gucft,
that this law is eftablithed among us, but with you a different law, perhaps
about the fame things. At prefent, however, O friends, our difcourfe is
not about different men, but about the vice and virtue of the legiflators.
But let us fpeak more fully about all intoxication. For it is not a thing
of a trifling nature; nor is the knowledge of it the province of a depraved
legiflator. 1 do not mean to inquire, whether wine ought to be drunk or
not, but about intoxication itfelf,—whether it is to be ufed, as the Scythians

and
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and Perfians ufe it, and befides thefe the Carthaginians, Celta, Iberians,
and Thracians, who all of them are warlike nations; or, as it 1s ufed by
you; for you (as you fay) entirely abftain from it. But the Scythians and
Thracians ufc it unmingled with water, women as well as men, and pour
it on their garments, thinking that thus they are engaged in a beautiful and
bleffed purfuit.  But the Perfians are very much given to other luxuries,
which you reje@ ; yet, O beil of men, they are more orderly in thefe than
the Scythians and Thracians.

Meocit. All thefe, however, we fhall put to flight, when we take up
arms.

GuEksT. O beft of men, do not fpeak in this mauner. For many flights
and purfuings have taken place, and will take place, of which it is im-~
poffible to form any conjeCture 5 on. which account, we cannot at any
time give an evident definition, but are involved in doubts about beautiful
and bafe purfuits, when we fpeak of viétory and flight in war; efpecially
fince the greater vanquith in battle, and enflave the leffer cities. Thus,
the Locrians were vanquifhed and enflaved by the Syracufans, who appear
to have poffeffed the beft laws of all the neighbouring nations; and the Cei
by the Athenians; and innumerable inftances of the fame kind may be
found. Negle&Qing, thercfore, the confideration of viory and being van--
quithed, we will endcavour to fpeak and perfuade ourfelves about every
purfuit; and to fhow how this thing is beautiful, and that is not fo. But,
firft of all, hear ms, how we ought to confider what is good or bad in things-
of this kind.

MeciL. How do you fay ¥

GuesT, All thofe who introduce any difpute. in- their difcourfe,.and ims-
mediately propofe to praile or blame it, appear to me to a& by no means
in a proper manuer,. but to do juft the fame as if, any one praifing ‘a piece
of bread as good, another fhould immediately difcommend it, without
either underftanding its operation or utility, and. without knowing after
what manner, by whom, and with whom it was prepared, and the paft and-
prefent habit of the bodies to whom it ought to be offered. But we
appear to aét in the very fame manner, at prefent, in our difcourfes. For,
upon only hearing intoxication mentioned, fome of us immediately blamed, .
and others praifed it; and this very abfurdly, For, employing witneffes

and:



22 THE LAWS.

and thofe who praife, we likewife praifed; and fome of us thought that
we advanced fomething feafonable, becaufe we adduced a multitude of
witnefles ; but others, becaufe thofe who make no ufe of wine conquer
in battle. This, however, is to us ambigaous. If then we proceed in this
manuer in the difcuflion of other particulars pertaining to laws, we thall
not in my opinion proceed-rationally. But adducing intoxication as an
inftance, I will endeavour to the utmoft of my ability to point out a right
method for us, about all fuch fubjets of inquiry; fince innumeralle
nations, who are doubtful about thefe particulars, will verbally contend with
your two cities.

Mecie. We muft not through fluggithnefs refufe to hear, whether we
poflefs any right confideration about thefe affairs.

GuesT. Let us, therefore, thus confider. If any one fhould praife the
employment of nurturing goats, and the pofleffion of that fpecies of animals,
as a beautiful thing, but another thould blame it, in confequence of feeing
that goats are fed in cultivated places without a thepherd, and that every
kind of cattle is either without a thepherd, or is under the dire&ion of bad
thepherds; fhould we confider the accufation of fuch a one as fane, or
not ?

Mecrir. How is it poffible we could?

GuEesT. But, whether will a pilot be ufeful in a fhip, if he alone pofleffes
the nautical fcience, whether he is troubled with fea ﬁckucfs or not? or
how fhall we fay ?

Mecic. This paffion which you fpeak of is not in any rcipe& conneéted
with the nautical art.

GuesT. But what fhall we fay of the geueral of an army? Is he to be
confidered as fufficient to the purpofes of commanding, if he poflefles the
warlike fcience, though, being timid in dangers, yet through intoxication he
thould loath fear ?

MeciL. How can he?

GuesT. But what thall we fay, if he does not poflefs art, and is timid ?

Mecit. You fpeak of one in every refpect depraved, and who is by no
means a ruler of men, but of fome extremely weak women.

GuesT. But he who praifes or blames a community, which is naturally
capable of being governed, and which with a proper governor is a ufeful

4 fociety
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fociety, but, at the famc time, has either never feen it well governed, or has
always beheld it without governors, can he with propriety ever praife or
blame fuch a community?

Mzcir. How is it poflible he can, who has never beheld a fociety well
governed ?

GuEesT. Attend then: Do we not confider guefts and banquets as one
certain affociation out of many communities ?

MecrL. We do in the higheft degree.

Guest. Has no one, therefore, ever beheld this fubfifting in a proper
manner ? But it is eafy for you to anfwer, that this has never in any
refpect been beheld (for this is neither according to the manner of your
country nor your laws). But I have met with many, and in many places,
and have diligently inquired, as I may fay, aboutall of them. And, indeed,
1 have fcarcely feen or heard of one whole community that has been
eftablithed in a proper manner ; but I have feen that this has been the cafe
with certain few and fmall parts, while many have, as I may fay, been
entirely faulty.

Crin. How do you fay, O gueft? Speak ftill more perfpicuoufly. For
we, as you fay, being untkilled in fuch things, and perhaps not having met
with them, cannot immediately know what in them is right or wrong.

GuesT. You fpcak probably : but, while 1 fpeak, endeavour to learn. Do
you then acknowledge, that, in all affociations and communions of ations
whatever, it is proper for each to have a governor?

CriN. How is it poffible I thould not?

GuesT. But we have alrcady faid, that the governor of warlike affairs
ought to be brave,

Crin. We have,

GuesT. But the brave will be lefs difturbed by fear than the tnmxd man.

" Crin. And this alfo will be the cafe.

Guest. If any method could be devifed by which a general of an army
might be rendered neither timid, nor fubjeé to perturbation, fhould we not
accomplith this by all poflible means

Crin. In the greateft degree.

GuesT. But now we do not fpeak of an army which is governed in the
inimical affociations of inimical men, in war, but of the benevolence of
friends communicating with each other in peace.

CLiN.
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CLiN. Right,

GuesT. But an aflociation of this kind, if it is attended with intoxication,
‘will not be without perturbation. Or, do you think it will ?

Crin. How fhould it be without? .

Guest. In the firft place, therefore, thefe h;}vc need of a governor.

‘CLIN. Mot of alL

Guest. Whether, therefore, is it proper to choofe for them, if poffible,
a governor who is free from perturbation ?

Crin. How can it be otherwife ? _ _

GuesT. And, indeed, as it appears, he ought to be prudent with refpe@
to affociation.  For he thould be the guardian of their friéndthip, and thould
take care that it may be increafed through this their aflociation.

Crin. You fpeak moft truly.

GuesT. It is proper, therefore, to place over the intoxicated a fober
and wife governor, and not the contrary, For, if the governor of the
intoxicated is himfelf intoxicated, young, and not wife, he muft be abup-
dantly fortunate if he does not accomplith fome mighty evil.

CLIN. Abundantly indeed.

GuesT. If, thercfore, any one fhould blame drinking affociations, though
they fhould be as well inftituted as pofiible in cities, while he accufes the
thing itfelf, he will perhaps very properly blame them. But if he thould
blame all drinking affociations, merely becaufe he had feen one defeétive ;
in the firft place, it is evident he is ignorant that this was not well in-
ftituted ; and, in the next place, every thing after this manner will appear
bafe, althoughi the mafter and governor thould be fober.  Or, do you not per-
ceive, that when the pilot is intoxicated, or any other governor, he will
fubvert every thing, whether it is a thip, or a chariot, or an army, or any
thing elfe that is governed by him?

CrLin. You fpeak, O gueft, in every refped, true. Butinform me what
advantage can be derived from drinking aflociations when they are well
condudted. As that which we juft now afferted, that an army well com-
manded would procure vi€tory in war, which is no {mall good: and in the
fame mauner we muft judge of other things. But what great advantage
will accrue either to individuals, or cities, from drinking aflociations being
properly inftituted?

GuesT. Whar great advantage can a city derive from one boy, or one

company
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company being properly educated ? or fhall we not reply to him who afks

this queftion, that the city derives but very little advantage from the edu-

cation of an individual, or a company? But, if you inquire univerfally

about the education of youth, of what great advantage it is to a city, it

is not difficult to reply, that, when boys are well educated, they will be-

come good men ; and that, in confequence of becoming good men, they
will both a& in other refpe@s in a beautiful manner, and will \anqmﬂl'
their encmies in battle. Difcipline, therefore, will give victory, but vic-

tory fometimes produces ignorance. For many becomigg infolent through
viCory in war are filled, in confcquence of their infolence, with a thou-

fand other evils. And difcipline indeed has never at any time been Cad-

meian; but there have been, and will be, many viQories of this kind among’
men.

CLIN. You feem to fay, O friend, that aflociations for the purpofe of
drinking wine form a great part of difcipline, if they are properly conducted.

GUES . Certainly.

Crin. Will you after this be ablc to prove that your aflertion is true?

GursT. To contend, O gueft, that thefe things are true, fince many
doubt about them, is alone the province of divinity; but, if it be requifite
to affert what appears to me, I think no one will be envious, fince our in-
tention, at prefent, is to difcourfe about laws and a polity.

CLin. We will therefore endeavour to learn what is your opinion with
refpe@ to thefe ambiguities.

Guest. Itis proper to do fo; and, befides this, that you thould endea-
vour to learn, and I to teach, and that this thould be the whole bufinefs of
our difcourfe. But, firflt of all, hear what follows. All the Greeks con-
fider this city of ours as philological, and abounding in words. But with
refpe@ to Lacedaemon and Crete, the former is confidered as fparing of
words, but the latter, as more remarkable for abundance of fagacity than
abundance of words. But I am afraid T thall appear to you to fpeak
much about a fmall affair,~—I mean intoxication. An emendation of it,
indeed, according to nature cannot be accomplifhed with perfpicuity, with-
out mufical re&itude, nor be fufficicntly handled in difcourfe. But mufic
cavnot be difcuffed without the whole of erudition, And all this requires
a multitude of words. Confider, therefore, what we fhall do: whether

VOL. 1I. E we
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we fhall omit thefe things at prefent, and pafs on to fome other queftion
about laws.

MecrL. Perhaps you do not know, O Athenian gucﬁ, that our family
is the public gueft of your city, Perhaps, therefore, a certain benevolence
will immediately enter into the minds of all boys towards a city, when
they hear that they are the public guefts of that city; and they will con-
fider it as another native country, which ranks in the fecond place after
their own. And this is the cafc with myfelf at prefent. For I have
heard the Lacedemonian youth, as often as they praifed or blamed any
thing belonging to the Athenians, fay, Your city, O Megillus, has been
the caufe of this evil, or that good. But, on hearing this, I have fought
againft thofe who blamed your city, in confequence of poflefling all poffible
benevolence towards it. And now, indeed, your voice is grateful to me;
and that which is faid by many, that fuch of the Athenians as are good
are fo in a remarkable degree, appears to be moft truly afferted. For they
alone, without neceflity, fpontaneoufly, and from a divine allotment, are
truly and not fictitioufly good. Therefore, for my fake, my friend, you
may boldly fay whatever you pleafe.

CriN. And hearing and receiving, O gueft, what 1 have to advance,
vou may confidently {peak what you pleafe. For you have perhaps heard,
that Epimenides was a divine man, who was of our family, and who ten
years prior to the Perfian war came to your city through the admonition
of an oracle, and performed certain facrifices which the God had enjoined.
And befides this, he told the Athenians, who were terrified at the Perfian
expedition, that the Perfians would not come for the fpace of ten years ;
and that, when they came, they would depart without accomplithing any
thing which they hoped to accomplifh, and would fuffer greater evils than
they caufed. At that time our anceftors hofpitably received yours; and,
in confequence of this, both myfelf and our parents are benevolently dif-
pofed towards you.

GuesT. You therefore, as it appears, are prepared to hear; but I am
indeed prepared fo far as relates to my will, but not altogether with refpe&
to my ability. I fhall however -endeavour to gratify your requeft. In the
firft place then, as preparatory to our difcourfe, let us define what difci-
pline is, and what power it poffeffes. For we fay that through this the

4 difcourfe
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difcourfe propofed by us at prefent muft proceed, until it arrives at divi-
nmty.

Crin. We ought entircly to aét in this manner, if agreeable to you.

Guest. While, therefore, T affert what it is proper to fay difcipline is,
do you confider whether my affertion accords with your opinion,

Crin. You may begin when you pleafe.

Guest. I fay, then, that thofe who are hereafter to become great men
ought from their very childhood to meditate both in fport, and when aét-
ing ferioufly, things accommodated to the objeéts of their purfuit. Thus,
if any one is to become a good hufbandman or archite@, he ought from
childhood, even in play, either to till the ground, or build certain puerile
houfes. And he who is intrufted with the education of both thefe fhould
provide each of them with f{mall inftruments, which are imitations of the
true ones. And befides this, he fhould learn fuch difciplines as are necef-
fary to be previoufly learned. Thus, a workman fhould learn how to mea-
fure, or ufe a rule. He who is deftined to be a warrior fhould in fport ride
on horfeback, or do fomething elfe of a fimilar kind. And the mafter of
the children fhould endeavour, by fports, to turn the pleafures and defires
of the children thither, where when arrived, it is proper they thould receive
their confummation. But we fay that the head or fummit of difcipline
is a right cducation, which efpecially leads the foul of him who {ports to
a love of that which it will be requifite for him to do when he has ar-
rived at manhood, and has acquired perfeftion in the virtue of his art.
Confider therefore, now, whether (as 1 faid) what has been thus far
aflerted pleafes you.

Crin. How is it poffible it thould not?

GugsT. Neither, therefore, fhould that which we have faid difcipline is,
be left indefinite. For now, when we blame or praife the education of
particular perfons, we fay that fuch a onec is endued with difcipline, but
another is undifciplined, although he may poffefs the greateft {kill in cook-
ing, or navigation, and other things of this kind. For we do not, as it
appears, confider thefe to be difcipline, but that which caufes a citizen
from his childhood to defire and love virtue, and through which acquiring
perfe@ion, he may know how to govern and be governed with juftice.
This is what our difcourfe defines to be education ; from which it appears,

E 2 that



28 THE LAWS.

that this alone ought to be called difcipline, according to our fentiments ;
but that the education which tends to the acquifition of wealth, or bodily
ftrength, or any other particular wifdom, without intelle¢t and juftice, is
mechanical and illiberal, and does not in any refpe& deferve to be called,
difcipline. We fhall not, however, contend about a word. But let what
we have juft now affented to remain, that thofe who are properly difci-
plined become nearly all of them good. So that it is by no means proper
to defpife difcipline, becaufe it is prefent to the moft excellent men, the
firft of all beautiful things. Aund if at any time one properly difciplined
thould depart from right condu&, he is capable of being put in the right
- way ; and this he may always accomplifh according to his ability, through
the whole of life.

Crin. Right: and we affent to what you fay.

GuesT. But we formerly granted, that thofe are good who are capa-
ble of governing themfelves, but thefc bad, who do not poffefs this
ability. :

Crin. You fpeak moft rightly. .

GuEesT. We will therefore refume this aflertion, that what we fay may
become more clear. And receive me through an image, if in any refpe@&
I may be able to manifelt to vou a thing of this kind.

CriN. Only fpeak.

GuEesTt. Do we not confider each of us as one ?

CriN. Wedo.

GuEesT. But that we contain in ourfelves two counfellors, contrary to
each other, and foolith, which we denominate pleafure and pain ? ’

Crrn. This alfo we admit.

GuesT. With thefc are conne@ed the opinions of things future, the
common name of which is hope. But, properly fpeaking, the hope prior
to pain is fear, but that which is prior to its contrary is confidence. But
in all thefe there is a reafoning procefs, determining which of them is
better or worie ; aud which, when it becomes the common dogma of the
city, is denominated law.

Cran. I can fcarcely follow you. However, proceed with what remains,
as if I were able to follow you.

Mecivt. I likewife am affected in the fame manner.

GuEesT.
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GuzsT. But we fhould thus think about thefe things, We fhould con-
fider that cach of us is reckoned a prodigy by divine animals f, whether we
werc produced as their fport, or as the refult of a ferious operation: for
of this we are ignorant. This however we know, that thefe paffions are
inherent in our nature like nerves or ropes, that they draw contrary to each
other, being themf{clves contrary, and that they draw us to contrary aétions,
where virtue and vicg are fituated apart from each other. For reafon fays,
that we ought always to follow one of the drawings, and thould never
abandon it, but through this draw in a contrary dire&ion to the other
nerves; and that this is the golden and facred guidance of the reafoning
energy, which is called the common law of the city. It adds, that the
other drawings are hard, and of an iron nature ; but that this is foft, as
being golden. That it is befides uniform, but that the others are fimilar
to all-various forms. It is neceflary, therefore, that we fhould always
follow the moft beautiful guidance of law. For, fince the energy of rea-
foning is beautiful and gentle, but not violent, fervants have need of its
guidance, that the golden race * in us may vanquith the genera of a
different kind. And thus the fable, fince we are beings of a wonderful
nature, will be prefervative of virtue; and we fhall be able to underftand
more clearly how any one may be faid to be fuperior and inferior to him-
felf : and both cities and individuals, apprehending the true reafon refpeét-
ing thefe drawings, ought to live conformable to it. We fhall likewife
be convinced that a city, whether it receives reafon from fome one of the
Gods, or from him who knows thefe particulars, will eftablith it as law,
and employ it in its own tranfactions, and in its tranfadtions with other
cities. For thus vice and virtuc will appear to us more clearly diftin@ ;
and this diftin&tion becoming more confpicuous, both difcipline and other
ftudies will perhaps be rendered more apparent. This will likewife be the
cafe with refpe to the cuftom of drinking focieties, about which it might
appear defpicable to difcourfe any further.

Crin. Perhaps it will appear not to be unworthy of a long difcourfe.

* Plato, by divine animals, means the mundane, or, as he calls them in the Timeus, the
junior Gods.

3 Viz. the intelle®ual form of life, or a life according to intelle@. See the Addi;ionnl
Notes to the Republic for an account of the different ages.

GUEST,
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GuesT. You {peak well. We will therefore endeavour to relate what
appears to be praife-worthy in a cuftom of this kind.

CriN. Speak then.

GuesT. If to this wonderful thing we fhould add intoxication, what
fort of a thing fhall we fathion him? '

CriN. What thing do you look to in afking this queftion ?

GuesT. To nothmg particular.  But if this prodigy or wonderful thmo
thould become conneted with intoxication, what would happen to be the
refult ? But I will endeavour to explain more clearly what I mean. For
this is what 1 afk : Does the drinking of wine more vehemently excite
pleafure, pain, anger, and love?

Crin. It does very much fo.

GuesT. Does it in a fimilar manner render the fenfes, memory, opi-
nion, and prudence, more vehement? or does it entirely extinguith thefe,
when any one has drunk of it to intoxication ¢

CrLin It entirely extinguifhes thefe.

Guest. Such a one, therefore, returns to that habit of foul which he
poffeffed when he was a boy.

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuesT. Hence fuch a one has at that time the leaft poffible command
of himfelf.

CriN. The leaft.

Gugest. Shall we, therefore, call fuch a one moft depraved ?

Crin. Very much fo.-

Guest. Not only then, as it appears, does an old man become twice
a boy, but this is likewife the cafe with a man when intoxicated.

CriN. You fpeak, O gueft, in a moft excellent manner.

GuesT. Is there any reafon which can perfuade us that we ought to
tafte this liquor, and not to the utmoft of our power avoid it ?

Crin, It appears that thereis; and you juft now faid you was prepared
to thow it,

GuesT. You have very properly reminded me; and I am now prepared,
fince you have both faid that you are willing to hear me with alacrity.

Crin. How is it poffible we fhould not hear you, if on no other ac-
count, yet for the fake of the wonderful and the abfurd which it contains,

it
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if it is neceffary that a man fhould at any time voluntarily hurl himfelf
into every kind of depravity ?

Guest. Do you fpeak of the foul?

Crin. I do.

GuesT. But what? Shall we wonder, my friend, if at any time fome
one fhould voluntarily arrive at depravity of body,—I mean leannefs, defor-
mity, and imbecility?

Crin. How is it poffible we fhould not?

GuesT. Shall we, therefore, think that thofe who go to a difpenfary for
the fake of obtaining medicines, are ignorant that, in a thort time after they
have taken the medicines, their body will for many days be fo affefted, that,
if they were to remain in that condition to the end of life, they would not
with to live? or, Do we not know that thofe who undergo gymnaftic
exercifes and lubours are immediately rendered weak?

CrLinN. All this we know.

Guest. And that they willingly tend to thefe things, for the fake of con-
fequent utility?

CLIN. Moft beautifully faid.

Guesrt. Is it not, therefore, neceflary to think after, the fame manner
about other purfuits ? ’

CriN. Entirely fo.

GuesT. In the fame manner, therefore, we ought to think about the
employment of drinking wine, if it is admitted that this among other em-
ployments may be confidered in a proper light.

Crin. Certainly.

Guest. If it thould, therefore, appear to us to poffefs any utility, which
is not inferior to corporeal exercife,—in the firft place, it will vanquith this,
becaufe corporeal exercife is attended with pain, but the employment of
drinking wine is without pain. ’

CriN. You fpeak very properly. But I thould wonder if we were able
to perceive any fuch thing in it.

Guest. This, thercfore, asitappears, I muft now endeavour to explain
toyou. Tell me then, are we able to underftand two fpecies of fear,
which are nearly contrary to each other?

Crin. Of whar kind are they?

GuesT.
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Guesr. They are fuch as thefe. We are afraid of things evil, when
we expect they will arrive. ’

CriN. We are,

GuesT. And we are often afraid of opinion, thinking we fhall be con-
fidered by others as depraved charalters, when we do or fay any thing
which is not becoming; which fear, I think, both we and all others de-
nominate fhame.

Crin. Doubtlefs.

GuEsT. Thefe are the two fears I fpoke of,—one of which is coxitrary
to pain, and other fears, and is alfo contrary to the greater part and the
greateft of pleafures.

CriN. You fpeak moft rightly.

GuesTt. Will not therefore a legiflator, and every one who is in the
leaft degree ufeful, reverence this fear with the greateft honour, and call
it fhame,—but denominate confidence the contrary to this, impudence, and
confider it as the greateft evil that can befall men, both in public and
private?

Crin. You fpeak rightly.

GuEsT. This fear, therefore, will preferve us in many other and great
concerns, and nothing will fo much procure for us viftory and fafety in
war, one being oppofed to one, as this. For therc are two things which
procure vi&ory, confidence of the enemy, and the dread of friends with
refpedt to bafe infamy,

Crin. It is fo.

GuesT. It is neceffary, therefore, that each of us fhould become intre-
pid, and, at the fame time, timid. But we fhall thow, by divifion, on
what account we ought to become each of thefe.

CLiN. By all means.

Guest. When we with to render any one intrepid, we fhall accomplith
this by leading him, according to law, to the dread of many terrible things,

Crin. It appears fo.

GuesT. But, what,—when we endeavour to render any one juftly terri-
fied, ought we not, by exercifing him in impudence, to caufe him to be
vitorious in contending with pleafures? Or, by contending with and van-
quithing his ufual mode of living, ought he not thus to obtain perfe&tion

in
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i fortitude 2 And will not he who is unexperienced and unexercifvd in
contefls of this kind reimzin, as to one half of himiclf, deftitute of virtue?
But how can any one be perfectly temperate, who has not contended with
and vanquithed, by reafon, labour and art, in {port and in earncft, many
pleafures and defires, which urge him to a@ impudently and unjuiily; but
who is impaffive with refpe to all fuch things?

Crin. Tt is by no means probable that he can.

GuesT. But what,—has divinity given men any medicine of fear, fo that
by how much more defirous any one is of drinking it, by fo much the
more unhappy will he think himfelf from every draught; fo that he will
dread every thing, botb prefent and future, and will at length, though he
thould be the braveft of men, be filled with cvery kind of dread; and, after
having flept, and being freed from the potion, will again every day be
cqually terrified ?

Crin. And what potion of this kind, fhall we fay, O gueft, is found
among men?

Guest. None. Yet if fuch a potion thould be found, would it be ufeful
to the legiflator with refpe& to fortitude, fo that we might thus fpeak to
him refpecing it: O legiflator, whether you have given laws to the Cre-
tans, or to any other nation, are you willing to make trial of your citizens
with refpec to fortitude and timidity ?

Crin. He would doubtlefs fay, that he was willing.

GuesT. But what,—are you willing to do this with fafety, and without
great danger ; or the contrary ?

Crin. Every one muft acknowledge, he would with to do this with
fecurity.

GuesT. Would you ufe this potion, leading them to terrors, and accufing
them during their perturbation, {o as to compel them to become intre-
pid, by ecxhortations and honours; difgracing him who will not be per-
fuaded to become in all things fuch a one as you with; and difmiffing him
with impunity who exercifes himfelf in a proper and valiant manner, but
punithing him who a&s otherwife! or, Would you by no means ufe this
potion, though you could find nothing elfe in it to accufe?

CLIN. Why thould he not ufe it, O gueft?

GuesT. An excrcife, thercfore, O friend, different from thofe at pre-

VOL. II. ¥ fent,
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fent, will poffefs a wonderful facility, both with rcfpe@ to one perfon and
a few, and as many as you thall always with to be exercifed. And whe-
ther any one, being alone in folitude, thould place ignominy before his eyes,
thinking that he ought not to be feen till he has made fufficient advances
in virtue, and fhould thus exercife himfelf againft fear, preparing this potion
alone, in preference to ten thoufand other things, he would do fomething
proper : or whether fome one, confiding in his own nature, and being pro-
perly prepared by meditation, fhould not refufe to exercife himfelf with
many drinking affociates, and fhould evince, in the neceffary confumption
of the liquor, a power fo tranfcendent and ftrong, as neither greatly to err
through- impudence, nor to be changed through virtue, but towards the
end of the liquor fhould depart without being intoxicated, fearing any hu-
man potion the leaft of all things ;—in this cafe, he would do fomething well.

CriN. Certainly. For fuch a one, by thus a&ing, would conduét himfelf
with temperance and modefty.

GuesT. Again, let us thus addrefs the legiflator : Neither, O legiflator,
has any God given to mankind fuch a medicine, nor have we devifed fuch a
one: (for Ido not confider witches at a banquet) but whether or not, is
there a potion capable of producing intrepidity, together with vehement
and unfeafonable confidence? Or how fhall we fay?

CriN, There is, and he would fay that it is wine.

GuesT. But this produces contrary effeéts to the potion of which we
have juft now fpoken. For, when a man drinks of it, it makes him at firft
immediately more cheerful than he was before; and by how much more
he drinks of it, by fo much more is he filled with good hope, and an opi-
nion of his own power; till at length, as if he were a wife man, he be-
comes replete with all poffible freedom of fpeech and behaviour, and intre-
pidly both fays and does whatever he pleafes.

Crin. 1 think every one will admit this.

MeciL. Certainly.

GuesT. But do we recolleét that we faid there were two things in our
fouls which ought to be cultivated ;—the one, that we may poflefs confi-
dence in the higheft degree; but the other, which is the very contrary,
that we may be afraid in the higheft degree ?

CriN. 1 think you faid this of thame.

- GuEesT.
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GuesTt. You very properly remember.  But fince it is neceflury that for-
titude and intrepidity in fear fhould be the fubje&ls of meditation, let us
confider whether it will be proper that the contrary thould be cuitivated in
the contrary to fear,

Crin. It is probable.

GuesT. In thofe things, therefore, in which, naturally fuffering, we are
remarkably confident and audacious, in thefc it will be proper, as it appears,
to meditate how we may become in the leaft degrce impudent and auda-
cious, but timid with refpe@ to daring to fpeak, or fuffer, or do any
thing bafe.

Crin. It appears fo.

GuesT. Are not all thefe, therefore, the things in which we are thus af-
fe@ed, viz. anger, love, petulance, ignorance, the love of gain, and timi-
dity ; and befides thefe, riches, beauty, ftrength, and all fuch things as,
intoxicating men through pleafure, render them delirious? In order to make
an eafy and innocent trial of all thefe, and afterwards meditate upon them,
what pleafure have we more convenient than that which explores the dif-
pofition of men by means of wine, when it is attended with prudent caution ?
For, let us confider : whether ought we to make trial of a morofe and ruftic
foul, from which a thoufand injuries germinate, in his contra@s with others,
or from his being prefent at the thows of Bacchus, or from his foul being
vanquithed in vencreal affairs, fo as to behold the manners of his foul when
his fons, daughter, and wife, are expofed to danger? In thort, among ten
thoufand things, you will not find any thing in which in jeft, and without
any danger, you can {o well contemplate the difpofition of any one, as by
wine. We ought, therefore, to think that neither the Cretans, nor any
other nation, would ever doubt but that this trial of the difpofition of each
other is convenient, and above all others fafe and eafy.

Crin. You fpcak truly.

GuesT. This, then, will be on? of the moft ufeful things, to kuow the
natures and habits of fouls by that art whofe province it is to procure a

remedy for thefe. But this, as I think, is the province of the politic art.
Or isit not?

Cri~. It is entirely fo.

THE END OF THE FIRST BOOK.
' F2 THE
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AFTER this, as it appears, we fhould confider refpeting thefe particu-
lars, whether this alone is beneficial, to contemplate after what manner we
poflefs certain natures, or whether alfo fome great advantage which deferves
much attention is inherent in the proper ufe of drinking wine in conjunc-
tion with others. What then fhall we fay? Our difcourfe would feem to
infinuate that it is inherent. But when, and after what manner, let us at-
tentively hear, left we fhould be impeded in our inquiry by this affair.

CLIN. Speak then.

GuesT. I am defirous, therefore, of again recalling to our memory our
definition of proper difcipline. For the fafety of this, as I conje@ure at
prefent, confifts in the employment we are now fpeaking of, when well
conduéed.

CriN. You fpcak largely.

GuesT. I fay then, that the firft pucrile fenfe of boys is pleafure and
pain; and that thefe arc firft inherent in the foul, in which vice and virtue
fubfift. But he is happy who in old age acquires the firm poffeffion of pru-
dence ' and true opinions.  And that man is perfeét who pofleffes thefe, and
all the goods they contain.  But I call difcipline that virtue which firft ac-
cedes to boys. When pleafure, love, pain, and hatred, are properly produced
in the foul, before it is able to receive thefe attended with reafon ; if, when
they are attended with reafon, they accord with it in confequence of being
properly accuftomed by well adapted manners, then this confent is the

* The prudence of which Plato fpeaks in this place is intelleCtual; for this is peculiarly

adapted to-old age, or the Saturnian period of life.
whole
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whole of virtue. But the proper nurture of the foul, with refpe& to plea-
fure and pain, fo as that it may hate what it ought to hate, immediately
from the beginning to the end, and love what it ought to love,—this, if it
is confidered feparately, and is denominated difcipline, will, according to my
opinion, be properly denominated.

CriN. What you have faid, O gueft, formerly and at prefent, about dif~
cipline, appears to be well faid.

GuesT. It is well, therefore. For thefe pleafures and pains, which when:
properly nurtured are difciplines, are often loofened and corrupted by men
in the bufinefs of life. But the Gods, commiferating the naturally laborious:
race of men, ordained for them remiffions of labours, and gave them the
viciffitudes of feftivals T in honour of the Gods, together with the Mufes,

Apollo

' The following account of the feftivals of the antients, from the Defcriptions of Libanius, fully
proves the truth of what is herc aflerted by Plato reprefents to us the liberal, philanthropic, and:
hofpitable fpirit of Paganifm in the moft amiable point of view, and naturally leads the truly
benevolent mind to regret that fuch philanthropy has been for fo long a period banifhed from.
the earth; that the prefence of divinity is no longer confidered as effentially neceffary to the
fplendour of feftivity, and that a feftival at prefent is every thing but a folemnity !

“Solemn feftivals when approaching produce defire in the human race, when prefent they are’
attended with pleafure, and when paft with recolle€tion : for remembrance places men very near
the tranfaQions themfelves. The recollection alfo poflefles a certain advantage. For, in fpeaking
of folemn feftivals, it is alfo neceffary to fpeak concerning the Gods in whofe honour they are
inftituted. Men prepare themfelves for thefe feflivals, when they approach, with joy. The mul-
titude indeed procure fuch things as may furnifh them with a fplendid entertainment, but the:
worthy, thofe things by which they may reverence the Gods. Cattle and wine, and whatever
elfe is the produce of the ficlds, are brought from the country. Garments alfo arc purified ; and
cvery one is anxious to celcbrate the feftival in perfedtion. Thofe that are in want of garments.
are permitted to borrow fuch as are requifite to adorn themfelves on this occafion, from thofe
that have abundance. When the appointed day arrives, the priefts open the temples, pay diligent
attention to the ftatucs; and nothing is ncgleéted which contributes to the public convenience.
The cities too are crowded with a conflux of the neighbouring inhabitants, affembled to celcbrate.
the feltival ; fome coming on foot, and others in fthips.

“ At funrife they enter the temples in fplendid garments, worfhipping that divinity to whom.
the feftival is facred.  Every mafter of a houfe therefore precedes, bearing frankincenfe : a fervant
follows him, carrying a vi@tim ; and children walk by the fide of their parents, fome very young,.
and others of a more advanced age, already perceiving the ftrong influence of the Gods. One:
having performed his facrifice departs ; another approaches to perform it.  Numerous prayers are-
every where poured forth ; and words of good omen are mutually fpoken.  With refpect to the-

women,.
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Apollo the leader of the Mufes, and Bacchus, as their affociates in thefe ce-
lebrations ; that in thefe feftivals they might rectify the education of youtl,

n

women, fome offer facrifices in the temples 5 and others are fatisfied with beholding the crowd of
thofe that facrifice.  'When fuch things as pertain to the divinities are properly accomplifhed, the
tables follow, at which hymns are fung in praifc of the God who is honoured in the feftival.
Social drinking fucceeds, with fongs which are partly ferious and partly jocofe, according to the
different difpofitions of the company. Some likewife feaft in the temples, and others at home ;
and citizens requclt ftrangers to partake with them of the banquet. In the courfe of drinking,
anticnt friendfhips are rendered niore firm, and others reccive their commencement.  After they
have featted, rifing from table, fome take the firangers and fhow them whatever is worthy to be
{een in the city ; and others fitting in the Forum gaily converfe.  No one is forrowful, but every
countenance is relaxed with joy. The exaion of debts gives place to feftivity ; and whatever
might caufe aflition is deferred to another time.  Accufations are filent, and the judge does not
pafs fentence ; but fuch things as produce pleafure alone flourith.  The flave is not afraid of blows
from his mafter, and pedagogues are mild'to youth.

“In the evening they fup {plendidly, at which time there arc fo many torches that the city is
full of light. There are alfo many revellers, and various flutes, and the found of pipes is heard in
the narrow ftreets, accompanied with fometimes the fame, and fometimes different fongs. Then to
drink even to intoxication is not perfeétly difgraceful ; for the occafion in a certain relpet appears
to take away the opprobrium.  On the following day the d.vinity is not neglected; but many of
thofe that worfhipped on the preceding day do not again come to the fhows. Thofe that contend
in the compofition of verfes attend on this, but thofe with whom the conteft is in the fcenes, on the
preceding day.  The third day alfo is not far fhort of thefe ; and pleafure and hilarity are extend-
¢d with the time of the feftival. 'When the folemnity ends, prayers are offered for futurity, that
they, their children and families may again be fpe@ators of it 5 after which the ftrangers depart,
and the citizens accompany them.”

T'he fame author likewife in his account of the Calends obferves as follows: ¢ This feftival is
extended as far as the dominion of the Remans 3 and fuch is the joy it occafions, that if it were
poliible time could be haftened for mortals, which according to Homer was effeted by Juno
refpeting the fun, this feftival alfo would be haftened by every nation, city, houfe, and indivi-
dual of mavkind. The feftival flourithes in every plain, on every hill and inountain, and in
every lake and navigable river. It alfo flourifhes in the fea, if at that time it happens to be un-
difturted by tempelt ; for then both fhips and merchants cut through its waves and celebrate the
feftival.  Joy and feafting every where abound. The earth is then full of honours; in confe-
quence of men honouring each other by gifts and hofpitality. The foot-paths and the public
roads are crowded with men, and four-footed animals bearing burthens, fubfervient to the occa-
fion; and the ways in the city are covered, and the narrow ftreets are full. Some are equally
delighted with giving and receiving ; but others, though they do not receive any thing, are pleafed
with giving, merely becaufe they are able to give. And the fpring by its flowers, indeed, renders
the carth beautiful ; but the feftival by its gifts, which pouring in from every place are cvery where

diffufed.
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in conjunétion with the Gods. Confider, therefore, whether it is proper ta
fay, that our difcourfe at prefent is celebrated as true according to nature, or
' how

diffufed. He therefore who afferts that this is the moft pleafant part of the year, will not err 3
fo that, if the whole time of life could be paffed in the fame manner, the iflands of the bleft
would not be fo much cclebrated by mankind as they are at prefent. The firt appearance of the
fwallow is indeed pleafant, yet does not prevent labour; but this feftival thinks proper to remove
from the days of its celcbration every thing laborious, and permits us to enjoy minds free from
moleftation. Thefe days frec the youth from two-fold fears, one arifing from their preceptors,
the other from their pedagogues. They alfo make flaves as much as poffible free, and exhibit
their power even in thofe in chains, removing forrow from their countenances, and exciting
fome of them to mirth. They can alfo perfuade a father who expects the death of his fon, and
through forrow is walting away, and averfe to nourifhment, to be reconciled to his condition, to
abandon darknefs, lay afide his fqualid appearance, and betake himfelf to the bath : and what
the moft fkilful in perfuafion are unable to accomplifh, that the power of the feftival effe@®s. Tt
alfo conciliates citizen with citizen, ftranger with ftranger, one boy with another, and womam
with woman. It likewife inftru&s men not to be avaricious, but to bring forth their gold, and:
depofit it in the right hands of others.” He concludes with obferving, *¢ that the altars of the Gods *
in his time did not poflefs all that they did formerly, this being forbidden by the law of the
Chriftians ; but that, before this prohibition, much fire, blood, and fume of facrifice alcended to
heaven from every region, fo that the banquets in honour of the Gods were then fplendid dur-
ing the feftival.”

The moft remarkable circumftance in thefe feftivals was the caufe of this univerfal joy, which:
was no other than the firm perfuafion that divinity was then prefent and propitious, as is evident
from the following beautiful paffage from Plutarch, in the Treatife in which he fhows that plea-
fure is not attainable according to Epicurus: ¢¢ Neither the difcourfes (fays he) of thofe that wait
in the temples, nor the feafons of folemn feftivals, nor any other a&ions, or fpeftacles, delight
us more than thofe things which we ourfclves do concerning the Gods, when we celebrate orgics,
or join in the dance, or are prefent at facrifices, or the greatclt of the myf{teries. For then the
foul is not forrowful, abje&, and languid, asif converfing with certain tyrants, or dire avengers,
which it is reafonable to fuppofe fhe then would be ; but where fhe efpecially thinks and rationally
conceives divinity is prefent, there fhe efpecially banifhes forrow, and fear, and care, and lets
herfelf loofe even to intoxication, frolic and laughter. In amorous concerns, indeed, as the poet”

ence faid,
Remembrance of the joys that Venus gave,

Will fire the bofom of the aged pair.
But in public proceflions and facrifices, not only the old man and the old woman, not only the
poor and the plebeian, but alfo

The dufty thick-legg’d drab that turns the mill,

and houfehold flaves and hirelings, are elevated with joy and gladnefs. Banquets and public en-
' tertainments
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how thall we fay? But it afferts, in thort, that every youth is incapable of
beingat reft, cither in body or voice, but that he always feeks to be moved
and to fpeak; fometimes exulting and leaping, dancing and fporting as it
were with pleafure, but at other times vttering founds with every kind of
voice, Other animals, indeed, have no fenfation either of order or diforder
in motions, which order is denominated rhythmand harmony ; but thofe Gods
whom we call affociates in the choir have beftowed upon us a rhythmical
and harmonic fenfe, which might agitate us with pleafure, by conneéting us
with each other through finging and dancing. But the word. choir was de-
nominated from joy, as its natural name. In the firft place, however, it is
neceflury to afk, whether we admit that difcipline firft fubfifts through the
Mufes and Apollo ? or how fhall we fay ¢

tertainments are given both by the wealthy and kings ; but thofe which take place at facrifices
and felemnities, when through infpiration we appear to approach very near to a divine nature, are
attended with much greater joy and plealure, in conjunion with honour and veneration. Of this,
the man who denies a Providence hasno portion.  For 1t is not the abundance of wine, nor the
roafting of meat, which gives dclight in folemn feftivals, but the good hope and belief that divi-
nity is propitioufly prefent, and gratefully reccives what is done. From fome of our feftivals we
exclude the flute and the crown ; but when divinity is not prefent at the facrifice, as the folemnity
of the banquet, the reft is impious, is void of fcftivity, and poflefles nothing of divine fury; or,
rather, the whole is unpleafant, and even painful.”
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Crin. That it does.

Guest. He, therefore, who is void of difcipline, is with us one who has
never joined a choir; but he who is difciplined is to be confidered as one
who has fufficiently engaged in a choir.

Crin. Certaiuly.

GuEesT. But the whole of a choir confifts in dancing and finging.

Crin, Itis neceffary it thould. |

GuesT. He, therefore, who is properly difciplined will be able to fing
and dancein a becoming manner.

Crin. Itappears fo.

GuesT. But let us confider what it is that we have now afferted.

CriN. What is that ?

Guest. We have fpoken of finging and dancing in a becoming manner,
But whether or not is it proper to add, that things beautiful ought to be the
fubje&s of finging and dancing?

Crin. This ought to be added.

GuesT. But what,—will he who confiders things beautiful, as beautiful,
and things bafe, as bafe, and who ufes them as fuch,—will fuch a one be
better difciplined for us, with refpe to the choir and mufic, than he wio
is fufficiently able to become fubfervient to that which he confiders as beau-
tiful in body and voice, but yet does not rejoice in things beautiful, nor
hate fuch as are void of beauty? Or he, who, though he is not altogether
able to a& or think rightly, with refpeft to his voice and body, yet aéts
rightly with refpeé@ to pleafure and pain ; embracing fuch things as are beau-
tiful, and hating fuch as are bafe?

CriN. You fpeak, O gueft, of a mighty difference of difcipline.

GuesT. If| therefore, we three poffefs a knowledge of the beautiful in
finging and dancing, we alfo know when any one is properly or impro=
perly difciplined : but, if we are ignorant of this, we fhall not be able to know
what is the dcfence of difcipline, and where it is to be found. Is not this
the cafe?

Crin. Itis,

GuesT. Let us, therefore, in the next place, like dogs on the fcent, invef-
tigate beautiful figure, melody, finging and dancing. For, if thefe elude our
- VOL. IL G purfuit,
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purfuit, our difcourfe about proper difcipline, whether Grecian or Barbarian,
will be in vain.

Crin. It willy

GuesT. What figure, therefore, or melody, is it proper to call beautiful ?
Shall we fay, that in the fame and equal labours the figures and voices of a
brave and timid foul are fifnilar ?

CLiN. How can they, fince neither are their colours fimilar ?

GuesT. Well obferved, my companion. But in mufic there are both
figures and melody, fince mufic is converfant with rhythm  and harmony.
So that melody or figure may poffefs proper rhythm or harmony, but not a
proper colour, that we may fpeak in the aflimilative way, as the mafters of
the choir are accuftomed to affimilate. But there is a certain figure or me-
lody of a timid, and of a brave man; and it will be proper to call thefe
things in brave men, beautiful, ‘but in the timid, bafe. And thaf we may
not be prolix about thefe particulars, all the figures and mnclodies which
fimply adhere to the virtue of the foul or body, or to a certain image of it,
are beautiful ; but the contrary muft be afferted with refpe@ to the vice of
the foul or body.

Crin. You are right; and we judge that thefe particulars fubfift in this
manner.

Guest. But we muft fiill further confider, whether all of us are fimilarly
delighted with all choirs, or whether this is far from being the cafe ?

Cuin. It is far from being the cafe.

Guest. What then fhall we fay is the caufe of our error? Ts it becaufe
not the fame things are beautiful to all? Or fhall we fay that they are the
fame things, but do not appear to be the fame ? For no one will fay that a
vicious is better than a virtuous choir ; or that he is delighted with depraved
figures, but others with a mufe contrary to this. Though, indeed, moft
men affert, that the re@itude of mufic confifts in a power which imparts
pleafure to the foul. This, however, is neither to be endured, nor is it holy
by any means to make fuch an affertion. But this is more probably the
caufe of our error.

CriN. What?

GuesT, Since the particulars refpe@ing choirs are imitations of manners

and
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and of a&ions which take place in all-various fortunes and habits, thofe by
whom the imitations of manners, whether exprefled by difcourfe, or melody,
or dancing, are approved, cither from nature or cuftom, or from both, muft
neceffarily rejoice in and praife thefe, and denominate them beautiful. But
thofe to whom they appear contrary to nature, or manners, or cuftom, can
neither rejoice in nor praife them, but muft neceflarily denominate them
bafe. And thofe, again, to whom thefe particulars happen right by nature,
but the contrary from cuftom ; or right from cuftom, but the contrary from
nature ;—thefe will denominate things contrary to pleafures, laudable. For
they will affert that cach of thefe is pleafant, but at the fame time bafe.
Hence, before others, whem they confider as intelligent perfons, they will
be athamed that their body thould be moved after that manner, and will bluth
to fing, and to call fuch things beautiful, or deferving ferious attention ; but,
by themfelves, they will be delighted with them.

Crin. You {peak with the utmoft reétitude.

GuEesT. Does he then fuffer any injury who is delighted with bafe
figures or melodies ; or do they receive any advantage who are pleafed with
the contraries to thefe?

Crin. It is probable.

GuesT. Isit only probable, or alfo neceflary, that the fame thing fhould
happen as takes place when any one, being converfant with the depraved
habits of depraved men, does not hate, but rejoices in and admits them ;
and yet blames them in jeft, having a dreaming perception of his own de-
pravity ? For, in this cafe, it is neceffary that he thould be affimilated to the
things in which he rejoices, although he thould be athamed to praife them.
But what greater good, or evil, fhall we fay, can poffibly happen to us than
a thing of this kind ?

Crin. I think, none.

GuesT. But where laws arc beautifully eftablithed, or will be in fome
future period of time, can we think it will be lawful for poets, in difcipline
and fport refpefting the Mufes, to teach in their poetical compofitions
whatever delights them, by rhythm, or melody, or verfe, and to form in
choirs the boys and young men of well inftituted polities, either to virtue
or vice ?

Criv. It is contrary to reafon to fuppofe this would be allowed.

G2 Mcair.
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MEeeciL. For how is it poffible it thould be ?

GuEesT. But, in fhort, it is lawful to a& in this manner at prefent in all
cities, except Egypt.

Crin. But how do you fay a thing of this kind is eftablithed by law in
Egypt?

GuesT. It is wonderful to hear. For, as it appears, they formerly knew
what we have now faid, that young men in cities fhould be accuftomed to
beautiful figures and beautiful melodies ; and it is one of their inftitutions to
exhibit in their temples what thefe are, and what the qualities which they
poflefs ; and befides thefe, it is not lawful, either for painters or other arti-
ficers of figures, to introduce any that are new, or even to think of any
other than thofe belonging to their country: nor is it lawful at prefent to
do this, either in thefe particulars or in the whole of mufic. If you ob-
ferve, therefore, you will find ‘that paintings and fculptures there, which
were executed TEN THOUSAND YEARS ago, as if they were not of fuch great
antiquity, are neither more beautiful, nor more deformed, than paintings
or carvings of the prefent day, but are fathioned by juft the fame art.

CriN. You fpeak of a wonderful circumftance.

GuesT. It is, however, a circumftance pertaining to law and politics in
a tranfcendent degree. You will likewife find other things there of a tri-
ﬂing nature. But this refpe&ing mufic is true, and deferves attention, be-
caufe the legiflator could firmly give laws about things of this kind, and with
confidence introduce fuch melodies as poffeffed a natural retitude. But this
muft be the work of a God,, or of fome divine perfon. Juft as they fay
there, that their melodies, which have been preferved for fuch a length of
time, are the poems of Ifis.  So that, as I faid, if any one is able to appre-
hend the reéitude of them, he ought to have the courage to reduce them to
law and order. For the fearch of pleafure and pain, which is always di-
re€ted to the ufe of new mufic, perhaps poffefles no great power of corrupt-
ing the confecrated choir by an accufation of its antiquity. It appears, there-
fore, that the choir of the Egyptians was by no means capable of being cor-
supted, but that the contrary was entirely the cafe.

CriN. From what you have now faid, it appears that it muft be fo.

GuesTt. May we not, thercfore, confidently fay, that a choir is after a
certain maaner properly conneéted with {ports and mufic; and, that we re-

joice
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joice as often as we think that we do well, and, when we rejoice, think we
do well? Is it not {o?

Crin. Itis.

GuesT. But, rejoicing in a thing of this kind, we are incapable of being at
reft.

CriN. We are fo.
GuEsT. Are not, therefore, thofe among us that are young men prompt

to dance? And do not we who are old men think that we condu& our-
felves in a becoming manner in beholding thefe, while we rejoice in their
fports, and in their cclebration of facred feftivals, fince lightnefs of body
fails us at our time of life,—through the defire of which, we thus eftablith
games for thofe who are able in the higheft degree to excite in us the
memory of our juvenile period '

CrLiN. Moft true.

GuesT. Shall we therefore confider that which is faid by many of thofe
who celebrate facred feftivals, as faid in vain, that it is proper to reckon him
moft wife, and to judge that he will conquer who caufes us to be delighted
and to rejoice in the greateft degree ?  For it is proper, fince we permit {port
in things of this kind, that we fhould particularly honour him who caufes
the greateft number and in the greateft degree to rejoice ; and, as I juft now
faid, that we fhould pronounce him viétor. Is this, therefore, rightly faid,
and will a conduét of this kind be right?

CriN. Perhaps fo.

GuesT. But, O blefled man, we fhould not haftily judge a thing of this
kind, but, dividing it into parts, confider after this manner : If any one thould
at any time - fimply eftablith a certain game, but without defining whether
it is gymnaftic, or equeftrian, or mufical; and, colleéting together all the
inhabitants of the city, thould proclaim, that he was going to eftablith a
conteft for the fake of pleafurc alone, in which (without expreffing the mode
of conteft) rewards would be affigned for him who gave the fpectators the
greateft delight, and that for this he would be confidered as vi&or, and as.
the beft of all thofe engaged in the conteft,—what do we think would be the.
confequence of this proclamation ? -
Crin. Of what arc you fpeaking ?

GuesT. It is proper that one fhould exhibit, like Homer, a rhapfody,.
6 another.
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another the modulation of the harp, another tragedy, and another comedy.
Nor will it be wonderful, if fome one, by exhibiting prodigies, fhould think
that he is efpecially vi@orious. But, thefe and an mnumelablc multitude of
other champions aflembling together, can we fay which of them is juftly the
viétor ?

CriN. You afk an abfurd thing. For, who can give you an anfiver to this
quettion, unlefs he has himfelf been an auditor of each of the champions ?

GuEsT. Are you therefore willing that I myfelf [hould reply to this
abfurd queftion?

Crin. How is it poffible I fhould not?

GuesT. If, therefore, very little children were to judge in this affair, they
would give the palm of viftory to him who exhibited prodigies: or would
they not ?

Crin. How fhould they do otherwife?

GuesT. The greater boys, however, would give the preference to thofe that
exhibited comecies; but fuch women as are better educated than others,
young men, and perhaps almoft the whole multitude, would prefer the
tragedians.

Crin. Perhaps fo.

GuEesTt. But perhaps we old men thould hear with the moft pleafure the
rbapfodift when properly handling the Iliad and Odyfley, or fome of the
works of Hefiod, and fhould by far proclaim him the vi€tor of all the others.
Ought we not, therefore, after this to thow who is properly the vi&or in
thefe contefts ?

Crin. Certainly.

GuesT. It is evident that both I and you ought neceflarily to confefs, that
he will be properly the vi€tor whom thofe of our age judge to be fo: for the
{kill which we derive from age appears to be every where by far the beft of
all political concerns. '

Crin. Doubtlefs.

GuesT. I therefore grant thus much to the multitude, that mufic ought
to be judged by pleafure, yet not by the pleafure it imparts to every man,—but
that, nearly, that is the moft beautiful mufe which delights the beft of men,
and fuch as are fufficiently difciplined ; but efpecially when it delights a man
who excells in virtue and difcipline.  On this account we fay that judges of

thefe
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thefe things require virtoe, becaufc they ought to participate of prudence and
fortitude. For a true judge ought not to learn how to judge from another,
and thus become as it were ftupefied by the clamours of the multitude, and
his own ignorance. But he ought to p.ffefs fortitude, becaufe, though he
thould be endued with knowledge, he ought not, through floth and timidity,
to give an unjuft decifion from the fame mouth with which when about to
judge he invoked the Gods. For a judge does not fit as a difciple, but
rather, as it is juft he thould, as a mafter of the fpeftators, and as one who
is averfe to things which do not afford the fpeftators a fit and proper pleafure.
For it was allowed by the antient and Grecian law, as by that of Sicily and
ITtaly at prefent, that the multitude of {peétators fhould decide who was
vi&or, by holding up their hands : but this corrupted the poets themfelves,
who wrote according to the depraved pleafure of vulgar judges; fo that
the fpe@ators both difciplined themfclves and the poets. It likewife cor-
rupted the pleafures of the theatre, For, as it is here proper that the fpettators
thould always hear of manners better than their own, and thus obtain a more
excellent pleafure, the véry contrary to this takes place at prefent. What
then does the prefent difcourfe wifh to fignify ? Confider whether it is this.

CriN. What?

GuesTt. My difcourfe appears to me to have thrice or four times revolved
to the fame thing, that difcipline is the drawing and leading of youth to
that which is called by the law, right reafon, and which the moft worthy
and antient men have found by experience to be truly right. That the foul
of a youth, therefore, may be accuftomed by law, and by thofe who are
perfuaded by law, not to rejoice in things contrary, but to be delighted or
affli@ed with the fame things as an old man; for the fake of this, thofe po-
etical compofitions called odes, and which are truly epodes, or incantations
to the foul, are compofed at prefent, and which haftily tend to that kind of
fymphony of which we are fpeaking. But fince the fouls of boys are inca-
pable of engaging in ferious purfuits, fports and odes were inftituted by the
legiflator.  Juft as, in curing difeafed and imbecil bodies, phyficians endea-
vour to introduce ufeful food in pleafant meats and drinks, but noxious food
in fuch as are bitter, that they may be rightly accuftomed to embrace the
one, and hate the other. A proper legiflator will perfuade the poet to do

the fame in beautiful and laudable words ; and will compel him, if he cannot
be
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be perfuaded, that when he produces figures of temperate, brave, and, in
thort, of all good men, in rhythms, and melodies in harmonies, he fhall
produce them properly.

CLiN. By Jupiter, O gueft, does it appear to you that this is done at
prefent in other cities? For I do not know of any city in which what you
{peak of takes place, except ours, and that of the Lacedemonians. But
in other cities there are always fome new regulations about dancing, and
the reft of the mufic; and this not from any mutation in the laws, but
from certain inordinate pleafures, which are very far from remaining per-
petually the fame, like thofe Egyptian regulations which you related, but
continually vary.

GuesT. Moft excellent, O Clinias! But if I have appeared to you, as
you fay, to affert thefe things as exifting at prefent, I fhall not wonder that
1 have done this in confequence ‘of not clearly unfolding my meaning. But
having fpoken about certain particulars, which I wifhed to take place, re-
fpecting mufic, 1 perhaps appeared to you to {peak as if they attually exifted
at prefent. For, to blame a thing which is incurable, and which is very far
advanced in error, is by no means pleafant, though fometimes neceffary.
But, as we are thus far agreed, will you not fay that thefe things fubfift
among us, and thofe, more than among the other Greeks ?

Crin. Certainly.

GuesT. But if they thould alfo take place among others, would they not
be better conducted than at prefent ?

CLIN. By far better, if they fubfifted as you juft now faid they ought to
fubfift, and as they fubfift among thofe and with us.

GuesT. Shall we then agree at prefent, that the things afferted by you,
in every kind of difcipline and mufic, are thefe: that poets thould be com-
pelled to affert that a good man, being temperate and juft, is happy and
blefled, whether he is large and robuft, fmall and weak, rich or poor; but
that an unjuft man is miferable, and paffes his days in forrow, though he
fhould be richer than Cinyras or Midas? A poet, therefore, if he fpeaks
rightly, will fay to us: I fhall never mention nor confider him as a man,
who does not perform with juftice, and poflefs every thing which is denomi-
nated beautiful in condu@. Such a one too, being juft, will defire to con-
teud with his enemices in clofe engagement. But he who is unjuft will

neither
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neither dare to behold bloody flaughter, nor to vanquith, running, the Thra-
cian Boreas, nor will he acquire any of thofe things which are denominated
good. For the things which are called by the many good, are not rightly
denominated. For it is faid that health is the beft thing ; beauty the next;
ftrength the third ; and riches the fourth. And an innumerable multitude
of other things arc called good. Thus, to fee and hear acutely, and to
poflefs in a proper manner all fuch things as belong to the fenfes; likewife
to do in a tyrannical manner whatever you pleafe, appears to be good. And
befides this, it is confidered as the end-of all bleflednefs to become in the
moft rapid manner immortal, while poflefling all thefe. But you and I fay
that all thefc are the beft of poffeffious to juft and holy men, but that to
unjuft men they are the worft of all things, beginning the enumeration:
from health. For to be well, to fee, hear, and poffefs the other fenfes, and,
in fhort, to live, is the greateft evil, though a man fhould be immortal
through the whole of time, and poffefs every thing that is called good, if all
thefe are not attended with juftice and every virtue. But it is a lefs evil to
live in this manner for the fhorteft time. I think that your poets fhould
fpeak in this manner, and that you fhould perfuade and compel them to do
{o, and to inftru& the youth, through rhythms and harmonies, confequent
to thefe affertions. Do you perceive this? For I clearly affert, that the
things which are called evil are good to the unjuft, but evil to the juft;
but that things good are truly good to the good, but evil to the wicked.
Do, therefore, you and I agree in what is faid, or not?

CriN. We appear partly to agree, and partly not.

GuesT. Perhaps 1 have not perfuaded you that he is not happy, but
clearly wretched, who alone poffefles in himfelf injuftice and infolence,
though he thould be healthy and rich, and a tyrant to the end of life; and,
befides all thefe, fhould be endued with uncommon ftrength of body, in
conjunétion with immortality, and fhould never experience any of thofe
things which are called evils.

Cran. You fpeak moft truly.

Guest. Be it fo then. But what ought we to fay after this? If he is
valiant, and ftrong, and beautiful, and rich, and accomplifhes through the
whole of life whatever he defires,—will he not neceffarily appear to you,
if he is unjuft and infolent, to live in a thameful manner ?

VoL, IL |i¢ CLIN,
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Crin. Entirely fo.

GuesT. Will he not alfo appear to you to live badly?

Crin. This will not in a fimilar manner appear to me.

GuEesT. But will you not admit that he muﬁ live unpleafantly, and in &
manner contrary to his intereft ?

Criv. How can I admit this? .

Guest. How? If a God, my friends, thould caufe us to agree in fenti-
ment, as we now nearly diffent from each other. For thefe things appear
to me fo neceflary, that Crete, O friend Clinias, does not more clearly ap-
pear to be an ifland. And if 1 were a legiflator, I would endeavour to
compel the poets, and all the other inhabitants of the city, to fpeak in this.
manner: and I would ordain, that nearly the greateft of all punifhments
fhould be inflicted on him who fhould affert, in the country to which he be-
longed, that there are certain men of a bafe charatter who lead a pleafant life;
or that fome things are advantageous and lucrative, but others more juft.
And I would perfuade my citizens to affert many other things, contrary to
what are now advanced by the Cretans and Lacedemonians, as it appears,
and, indeed, by the reft of mankind. For, by Jupiter and Apollo, O beft
of men! if we thould afk thofe Gods who gave us laws, whether the moft
juft is the moft pleafant life, or whether there are two certain lives, one of
which is moft pleafant, and the other moft juft:—if, in anfwer to our inquiry,
they thould fay there are two lives, we might, perhaps, again afk them (if
we inquire properly) which we ought to call moft happy ; thofe who lead
the moft juft, or thofe who lead the moft pleafant life. If they fhould fay,
thofe who lcad the moft pleafant life, their anfwer would be abfurd. But I
am defirous that a thing of this kind fhould not be faid by the Gods, but ra-
ther by our fathers and legiflators. 1 fhall therefore put the fame queftion
to my father and legiflator, and I fhall fuppofe him to reply, that he who lives
the moft pleafant life is the moft blefled. After this, 1 fhall thus inter-
rogate him: O father, do you not with me to live moft happily? But you
never ceafe exhorting me to live moft juftly. He, therefore, who atts in this
manner, whether he is a legiflator or a father, a&s I think abfurdly, and
fpeaks inconfiftently, But if he fhould evince that the mott juft life is the
moft blefled, every one who hears him may, 1 think, inquire what it is
which the law praifes in that life as good and beautiful, and better than

pleafure.
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pleafure. For, what good feparate from pleafure can be prefent to the juft
man ? Can it be faid that renown and praife, both from men and Gods, are
good and beautiful, but at the fame time unpleafant ? and that the contrary
is true with refpe to infamy? We fhall fav, By no means, O legiflator.
But is neither to do an injury, nor to fuffer one, unpleafant indeed, but at the
fame time good, or beautiful? And are other things pleafant, but fhameful
and bafe?

Crin. How can they?

GuesT. The reafon, therefore, which neither feparates the pleafant and
the juft, nor the good and the beautiful, is perfuafive, if to nothing elfe, yet
at leaft to the with to live a holy and juft life. So that the difcourfe of the
legiflator will be moft thameful and difcordant, if he denics that thefe things
are fo. For no one will voluntarily wifh to be perfuaded to do that which is
not attended with more joy than forrow. But that which is beheld afar off
affeéts every one, as I may fay, and even boys, with a dark vertigo. The
legiflator, therefore, difperfing the darknefs, thall eftablith for us an opinion
the contrary to this ; and fhall perfuade the citizens, by cuftom, and praife,
and arguments, that both things juft and unjuft are involved in fhade; and
that things unjuft, which appear contrary to the juft, being furveyed by the
unjuft and depraved man, feem to be pleafant, but things juft, moft unplea-
fant: but when they are furveyed by the juft man, they appear to be en-
tirely the contrary.

Crin. It appears fo.

Guest. But which of thefe decifions, fhall we fay, is moft true? Whe-
ther is it that of thc worfe, or of the better foul ? .

Crin. Neceflarily, that of the better foul.

GugrsT. It is neceffary, therefore, that an unjuft life thould not only be
more bafe and depraved, but, in reality, more unpleafant, than a jut and
holy life. '

Crin. It appears fo, my friend, according to the prefent reafoning.

Gurst. A legiflator, therefore, who is in the leaft degree ufeful, though
what we have now afferted thould not fubfift in this manner,—yet, as there
1s not any thing elfe which can be more advantageous to youth, he will ven-
ture to allert it, though falfe, for their good; becaufe he will thus be
enabled to lead them to a@ juftly, not by force, but willingly.

' H2 CrIN.
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CriN. Truth, indeed, O gueft, is beautiful and ftable: but it does not
appear eafy to perfuade,

GuesT. Be it fo. But that fable of the Sidonian, though improbable,
yet eafily perfuades, as well as an innumerable multitude of others,

CrLiN. What fable ?

GuesT. That, teeth being once fown, armed men were produced from
them. For this may ferve as a great example to a legiflator, that any one
may perfuade the fouls of young men to whatever he pleafes.  So that he
ought, by confidering, to find out nothing elfe than by what means he
may confer, through perfuafion, the greateft good on the city ; and fhould,
by every poflible contrivance, difcover after what manner the whole of fuch
an affociation may always fpeak one and the fame thing about thefe par-
ticulars, through the whole of life, in odes, fables, and difcourfes. But if
it appears to you to be otherwife, no difcord will arife from this difference
in opinion,

Crin. It does not appear to me that either of us can doubt about thefe
particulars.

GuesT. I will, therefore, continue my difcourfe. 1 fay then, that it is
neceffary to infinuate, as. by enchantment, all the choirs, which are three,
into the young and tender fouls of boys, together with all fuch other beau-
tiful things as we have fpoken of, and which yet remain for us to difcufs.
But the principal thing among them is this : that if the life which is pro-
nounced by the Gods to be the moft pleafant, and the beft, appears to be the
fame with that which we have defcribed, we fhall have fpoken moft truly,
and fhall more perfuade thofe whom we ought to perfuade, than if we had
afferted any thing clfe.

CriN. What you fay muft be granted.

Guest. In the firft place, therefore, the puerile choir of Mufes fhould
enter, being about to fing things of this kind, with all poffible carneftnefs
to the whole city. In the fecond place, that choir which confifts of mcr
thirty years old fhall invoke the God Paan as a witnefs of the truth of what
is faid, and fhall befeech him, together with the divinity Perfuafion, to be
propitious to the youth. But it is neceffary that there thould be a third choir,
confifting of thofe who are between thirty and fixty years old. But the my-
thologifts about the fame odes, who are more advanced in years than thefe,

4 as
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as they will no longer be able to fing to the harp, ought agreeably to a
divine oracle to be difmiffed.

CriN. Who do you mean, O gueft, by thefe third choirs? for I do not
clearly underftand what you with to fay about them.

GuesT. Thefe are nearly thofe for whofe fake moft of the above affer-

tions were made.
CLiN. We do not yet underftand: endeavour therefore to fpeak yet

clearer.

GuesT. We faid, if I remember, in the beginning of this difcourfe, that
the nature of every youth was fo ardent, that it could not be at reft either
in body or voice, but that it was always {peaking and leaping without order;
and that no other animal poffeffed a fenfe of the order of both thefe, but
that this was alone the province of the nature of man. We likewife faid,
that rhythm was the name given to the order of motion, but harmony to
that of the voice, when the tharp and the flat are thingled together; and
that both together are denominated a choir. We ftill further afferted, that
the Gods, commiferating our nature, gave us Apollo and the Mufes as our
affociates in and leaders of the choir ; and Bacchus (if we recolle@) as the
third.

Crin. How is it poffible we thould not remember ?

Guest. We have thercfore fpoken concerning the choir of Apollo and
the Mufes : and hence it is neceffary that we fhould fpeak refpecting the
third and remaining choir, or that of Bacchus.

Crin. Inform me how you mean: for a Bacchic choir of old men ap-
pears, on the firft hearing, to be very abfurd ; if thofe who form this choir
exceed thirty, {o as to be from fifty to fixty years old.

GuesT. You fpeak moft truly. But I think reafon is requifite, that it
may appear how this may be opportunely accomplithed.

Crin. Certainly.

Guest. Do we therefore agree in what has been previoufly faid?

CriN. Refpe&ing what?

Guest. That every man and boy, thofe who are free, and thofe who are
flaves, the male and the female, and in fhort the whole city, thould fing
thefe things to the whole city without ceafing, according to all the varieties

of
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of harmony, fo as that thofe who fing the hymns may experience an infa-
tiable pleafure.

CriN. How is it poffible not to acknowledge that thefe things ought to be
fo?

Guest. But by what means will the beft part of the city, and which is
moft capable of perfuading by age, in conjunétion with prudence, be able,
by finging the moft beautiful things, to be the caufe of the greateft good ?
or fhall we foolithly omit that which will be the moft principal thing in the
moft beautiful and moft ufeful odes? 4

Crin. In confequence of what has been juft now faid, it is impoffible to
omit it.

Guest. How then will it be accomplithed in a becoming manner ? Con-
fider, if in this way.

Crin. How? .

GuesT. Every one who is more advanced in age, being full of fluggith-
nefs with refped to odes, will be lefs delighted with thefe; and by how
much the older and more modeft he is, by fo much the more will he necef-
farily be athamed to fing. WIill it not be fo?

Crin. It will,

Guest. He will therefore be ftill more afhamed to fing, ftanding up-
right in the theatres, before an all-various multitude of men ; efpecially if
the choir, like thofe that contend for vi€tory when exercifing their voice,
thould be compelled to fing though lean and fafting; for, thus circum-
ftanced, they will not fing without moleftation and thame, and, when they
do, it will be without alacrity.

Crin. You fpeak of things moft neceffary.

Guest. How then fhall we render them difpofed to engage in odes thh
alacrity ? Shall we not ordain by law, in the firft place, that boys thall not
by any meaus tafte wine till they are eighteen years old! For we ought to
teach them, that it is not proper to deduce like a river, fire to fire, into the
body and foul, before they begin to engage in manly labours; but that we
thould dread the furious habit of youth. In the next place, we fhould in-
form them that wine is to be moderately ufed till they are thirty years old,
and that young men fhould by all means avoid intoxication and abundance

of
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of wine. But when they have attained the fortieth year, then they may be
allowed to attend feafts, to invoke the other Gods, and befeech Bacchus to
be prefent at the myftic ceremonies and fports of the old men; for this
divinity beftowed wine upon men as a remedy againft the aufterity of old
age, that through this we might acquire a fecond youth, forget forrow, and
render the manners of our foul fofter,—juft as iron is foftened by the ation
of fire. In the firft place, therefore, will not every one who is thus affe@-
ed, be willing, with more alacrity and lefs thame, not indeed in a great
but in a moderate multitude, nor among ftrangers, but his familiars, to fing,
and, as we have often faid, to enchant?.

CriN. Very much fo.

GuesT. This mode then will not be altogether improper to induce themr
to join with us in finging. ‘

CrLiN. By no means.

GuEsT. But with what voice, and with what mufe, will thefe men fing ?
or is it not evident that it will be with fuch a one as is adapted to them ?.

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. But which will be adapted to divine men? Will it not be that
of choirs?

Crin. We indeed, O gueft, and thefe, are not able to fing any thing
elfe than that which we have learnt in the choirs, having been accuftomed
thus to fing. '

GuEesT, It isreafonable it thould be fo.. For you have not in reality been
partakers of the moft beautiful finging; and this becaufe your government
is rather military than civil. Hence your young men are like a compaét
multitude of colts feeding together in herds. Aund no one of your people,
taking to himfelf his own offspring, commits him as it were to a groom,
that his fiercenefs may be tamed, and that he may be gently and mildly
educated, and from whom he may receive every thing proper to the difci-
pline of youth; whence he may not only become a good {oldier, but an able
governor of a city, and one who, in the beginning we faid, would be more
warlike than the foldiers of Tyrtzus, and would always and every where,
both in private and public, honour the poffeffion of fortitude, as rauking in
the fourth, and not in the firft place among the virtues.

CLn,
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CriN. I do not know, O gueft of ours, for what reafon you again de-
grade our legiflators,

GuesT. It is not my intention, exccllent man, to do fo, if I do it; but
where reafon leads, there, if you are willing, we will dire€t our courfe. For
if we poffefs a mufe more beautiful than that of the choirs, and the com-
mon theatres, we will endeavour to impart this to fuch as we faid were
athamed of that mufe, and endeavoured to participate of one more beautiful.

Crin. Entirely {o.

Guesrt. In the firft place, then, it is proper that this fhould be prefent to
all whom a certain grace follows, that either the grace itfelf alone thould be
the moft approved, or a certain re@itude, or, in the third place, advantage.
Thus, for example, a grace follows food and drink, and every kind of ali-
ment, and this grace we call pleafure : but if it contributes to health, we
denominate it retitude and utility,

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuesT. Thus, too, a grace follows difcipline, which is alfo called plea-
fure; and the truth refulting from difcipline is denominated re&itude and
advantage, the beneficial and the becoming.

Crin. Itis fo.

Guest. But what? In the artificial produ@ion of fimilitudes, when
pleafure is the refult of fuch produétions, may not fuch pleafure be moft
juftly denominated a grace ¢

Crin. Certainly.

GuesT. But, in fhort, the equality of fuch things, rather than pleafure,
renders them fuch and fo great.

Cuin. Itis well faid.

GuesT. Hence that alone can be rightly judged by pleafure, which nei-
ther affords a certain advantage, nor truth, nor fimilitude ; nor yetagain is
the caufe of any injury, but which alone fubfifts for the fake of that grace
which follows other things, and which may be moft beautifully denominated
pleafure, when none of thefe attend it.

CLiN. Do you alone fpeak of innoxious pleafure ?

GuesT. 1do; I fay that this is fport, when it is neither the caufe of any
thing detr'mental or advantageous, which deferves ferious confideration.

CLiInN.
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CriN. You fpeak moft truly.

GuesT. Shall we not then affert, from what has bccn now faid, that it ig
fit all imitations fhould be judged in the leaft degree by pleafure and falfe
opinion, and in like manner, all equality ? For it does not follow, that be-
caufe #Ass thing appears to fome onc to be equal, or fome one is delighted
with that, that therefore this thing is equal, or that poffefles fymmetry ;
but it is {o from truth, the moft of all things,

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuesT. Do we not therefore fay, that all mufic is aflimilative and imita~
tive ?

Crin. Certainly.

Guest. In the fmalleft degree, therefore, when any oune fays that mufic
is to be judged by pleafure, is fuch an affertion to be admitted, and in the
fmalleft degree is fuch a mufic to be inquired after as a ferious thing, if it is
any where to be found; but that mufic alone is to be explored which pof-,
feffes fimilitude by its imitation of the beautiful,.

CrIN. Moft true.

Guest. Thofe, thercfore, that inquire after the moft beautiful finging,
and the moft beautiful mufe, ought, as it appears, to explore not that which
is pleafant in each of thefe, but that which is right. For the re@itude of
imitation, as we have faid, confifts in expreffing the magnitude and quality
of that which it reprefents, fuch as they are,

CriN. How fhould it not be fo?

GuesT. But every one will acknowledge this with refpeét to mufic, that
all poems are an aflimilation and imitation of it. Or, do you think that all
poets, auditors, and players, will not affent to this ?

CriN. Very much fo.

GuesT. But it is proper, as it appears, to know refpe@ing every poem,
what kind of a thing it is, if any one withes not to err in deciding upon it.
For he who does not know what the cffence of it means, nor of what it is
the image, will never underftand the rc@itude or erroneoufnefs of its inten=
tion.

Crin. It is impofible he fhould.

GuesT. But can he who does not know the re@itude of a performance
ever be able to know whether it is well or iil accomplithed ? 1 do not indeed

VOL. I1. 1 fpeak
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fpeak in a manner perfe@tly clear; but, perhaps, I fhall thus fpeak with
more perf{picuity.

CriN. How?

GuesT. There are ten thoufand fimilitudes which have reference to the
fight.

Crin. Certainly.

Guest. What then? If any one is ignorant what each of the imitated
bodies is, can he ever know whether it is properlyre prefented? as, for in-
ftance, whether the reprefentation pofleffes the joints and refpeétive mem-
bers of the body, their pofitions, number, and quality, fuch as they ought
to be, and befides all thefe, the proper colours and figures; or, on the con-
trary, whether all thefe are exhibited in a difordered manner. Do you
think that any one can at all know thefe particulars who is unacquainted
with the animal which is imitated ?

Crin. How fhould he ?

GussT. But if any one knows that it is a man who is painted, or other-
wife reprefented, and that he has received all his parts, colours and figures,
from art, would it be neceffary that he who knows this fhould likewife
readily know whether the reprefentation is beautiful, or whether it is in
any refpe& defeétive in beauty ?

CriN. We thould all of us, O gueft, as I may fay, know the beautiful
parts of animals. : ]

GuEesT. You fpeak with perfect propriety. Is it not therefore neceflary,
that a prudent judge fhould poflefs thefe three things about every image,
both in painting and mufic? In the firft place, that he fhould know what
the thing is; in the fecond place, that it poflefles reétitude; and, in the
third place, that the image is properly exccuted in words, melodies, and.
rhythms ?

Crin. It appears fo.

Guest. We fhould not, therefore, omit to fpeak concerning the difficulty
which is 10 mufic. For, fince it is more celebrated than other images, it re-
quires more caution than the reft. For he who errs-in this will be injured
in the greateft degree, fince he will thus conciliate to himfelf depraved man-
ners. But it is moft difficult to be known, becaufe poets are more depraved
than the Mufes. For thefe are incapable of erring to fo great a degree as,

in
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in fafhioning the words of men, to give the figure and melody of women;
or, in compofing the melody and figures of thofe who are free, to harmo-
nize together the rhythms of flaves and the free-born; or, in exhibiting
rhythms and liberal figures, to affign a melody or difcourfe contrary to the
rhythms. Befides this, they will never place together the voices of beatts,
and men, and inftruments, and every kind of noife, as imitating one cer-
tain thing. But human poets combine things of this kind together in the
greateft degree, and irrationally mingle them with each other, exciting fuch
men by thefe means to laugh, who, as Orpheus fays, * are allotted the ele-
gance of delight.”  For they perceive all thefe particulars mingled toge-
ther: and, befides this, the poets dilacerate rhythm and figures feparate from
melody, arranging naked words in meafure ; producing melody and rhythm
without words ; and employing the naked found of the harp and the pipe.
Among which particulars, it is very difficult to know the intention of the
rhythm and harmony which {ubfift without words, and to which of the imi~
tations deferving to be mentioned they are fimilar. But it is neceflary to
confider every thing of this kind as replete with rufticity ; as immoderately
loving {wiftnefs without falling, and the voice of wild beafts, and on this
account ufing the melody of the harp and the pipe for other purpofes than
dancing and finging. But to ufe either of thefe inffruments unaccompanied
‘with words, is full of ‘all unfkilfulnefs and legerdemain. But the reafon of
this is as follows: We do not confider that we ought not to employ our Mufes
when we are fifty, or thirty, years old, but we ought to find out when it is
proper. Our difcourfe, however, appears to me, from what has been faid,
to fignify thus much concerning the mufe belonging to choirs, that it is ne-
ceffary thofe who are fifty years old fhould be better inftruéted than others
in the particulars belonging to finging. For they muft neceffarily poflefs a
proper fenfation and knowledge of rhythms and harmonies.  Or how can
they know the re@itude of melodies; to what the Doric harmony is proper
or improper ; and whether the rhythm which the poet has united to it is

right, or not?

Crin. Itis evident that they cannot by any means.

GuEesT. But the numerous vulgar are ridiculous in thinking that they fuf-
ficiently know what is well harmonized, and poffefles proper rhythm, and
I2 what
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what is not fo: for thefe have been compelled to fing and walk in rhythm.,
But in confequence of doing each of thefe ignorantly, they would not fyl-
logize as follows: Every melody, when it poffefles things which accord,
fubfifts in a proper manner 3 but when it does not poffefs things which ac-
cord, it is defective. ]

CLIN. Moft neceffarily fo.

GuEest. What then? Can he wha does not underftand what it poflefles,
and what its definition is, know, as we have faid, how it properly fubfifts at
any time in any one?

CriN. How is it poﬁ'xblc he fhould ?

GuesTt. This then, as it appears, we have now difcovered, that thofe
fingers which we have now called upon, and have after a manner compelled
to fing voluntarily, ought from neceffity to be difciplined thus far, as to be
able each of them to follow the ‘progreffions of the rhythms, and the chords
of the melodies, that, perceiving the harmonies and the rhythms, they may
choofe fuch as are fit to be fung by fo many, and by fuch particular perfons;
and, thus finging, may themfelves immediatcly be innocently delighted, and
thus induce young men to embrace worthy manners. But, being thus far in-
ftruted, they will participate of a more accurate difcipline than that which
is directed to the multitude, and to poets themfelves. For, in the third place,
it is by no means neceflary that a poet thould know whether the imitation
is beautiful or not; but it is nearly neceflfary that he fhould know this of
harmony and rhythm. But all the three ought to be known for the fake of
choofing the moft beautiful, and the fecond ; for otherwife they will never
become a fufficient enchantinent to youth to the acquifition of virtue. And
thus, that which our difcourfe intended in the beginning, viz. that it might
afford proper affiftance to the choir of Bacchus, has been accomplithed by
us to the utmoft of our ability. But let us confider whether this thould be
accomplithed in this manner. For fuch an affembly muft neceffarily be tu.
multuous, in confequence of the compotation proceeding to a greater degree,
which we fuppofed in the beginning of our difcourfe muft neceffarily happen
to drinking affociations of the prefent day.

CLinN, It is neceflary it thould.

Guest. But every one becoming lighter than himfelf will be elevated

5 and
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and delighted; will be filled with freedom of fpeech; and in this condition
will not hear him who is near him, but will confider himfelf fufficient both
to govern himfelf and others,

CriN. Certainly.

Guest. Have we not faid, that, when thefe things take place, the fouls
of the drinkers, being rendered fervid, will become more foft and juvenile,
like iron heated in the fire? fo that they may be eafily led, as when
they were young, by thofe who are able and know how to inftruét and
fathion them : but that he who is able to fafhion them is the fame as he who
was then faid to be a good legiflator, by whofe laws refpe&ing compotation
he may be reftrained who is confident and audacious, and more impudent
than is proper, and who is unwilling to endure order with refpeét to filence,
difcourfe, drinking, and the mufe; and may be willing to a& in a contrary
manner in every refpe; fending out againft advancing and bafe confi-
dence, the moft beautiful oppofing fear, in conjunéion with juftice ; which
divine fear we have denominated thame and modefty.

Cuin. It is fo.

GuesT. But the guardians and fabricators of thefe laws ought, as leaders
of thofe that are not fober, to be themfelves free from perturbation and
ebriety ; without which it is more difficult to fight againft intoxication than
to contend with enemies without unterrified leaders. But he who is un-
willing to be perfuaded by thefe, and by the leaders of Bacchus who are
more than fixty years old, fuftains an equal, and indeed a greater difgrace
than he who is unperfuaded by the leaders of Mars,

Cuin. Right.

GuesT. If fuch cbriety and fuch fport were adopted, would not fuch
drinking affociates derive great utility from thence, and be more conjoined
in friendthip than before, and not be enemics as at prefent ¥ 'Would not
likewife the whole of their 2ffociation be according to law, in confequence
of the fober being the leaders of the intoxicated ?

Crin. Certainly, if the cbriety was conduéted in the manner you now
fpeak of.

GursT. We ought not, therefore, to blame the gift of Bacchus fimply,
s if it were evil, and not .worthy to be received into the city. For much
more might yet be faid to this purpofe ; though I fhould be fearful to dif-

clofe
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clofe to the multitude the greateft good which-this divinity imparts, becaufe
men when they hear it will not receive and underftand it as they ought.

Crin. What is that good ?

GuEsT. A certain narration and rumour has devolved to us, that this God
was once difordered in his mind by his mother Juno, and that on this ac-
count he introduced the Bacchic rites, and the whole of the infane choir,
that he might take vengeance on the Goddefs. It is further reported, that
for this purpofe he beftowed wine upon mankind. But I leave things of this
kind to be faid by thofe who think that they can affert them with fafety re-
fpedting the Gods. Thus much, however, I know, that no animal is born
with fuch, and fo much, intelligence as is proper to it, when it acquires a
perfe@ion of intelleét. But every animal, during the time in which it has not
yet obtained its proper prudence, rages and vociferates in a difordered man-
ner; and when any one flays it yapidly, it again leaps without order *. But
we may recollect that we faid thefe were the principles of mufic and gym-
naftic.

CriN. We do recolle&.

Guest. Did we not alfo fay, that this principle imparted to us the fenfe
of rhythm and harmony? and that Apollo, the Mufes, and Bacchus, were
the caufes of thefe? '

Crin. Certainly.

GuesT. But wine, according to the aflertions of fome, was given to men
as a punifhment, that they might be rendered, through it, infane. Agree~
ably, however, to what has now been afferted by us, it is on the contrary a
medicine ; and was imparted that the foul might acquire fhame, but the
body health and ftrength.

Crin. You have very beautifully, O gueft, reminded us of what has been
faid. '

-GuesT. But now the half of the particulars pertaining to the choir is
complete. Shall we finith or omit the remaining part ?

Cr1N. What parts do you fpeak of; and how do you divide each of them?

GuesT. According to us, the whole of the choir is the whole of difci-
pline. But, of this, one part confifts in vocal rhythms and harmonies.

* Viz. in another life: for the foul carries with it into another the habits and manners

which it poffefled in the prefent life.
CrLin,
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Crin. Certainly.

GuesT. But the other in the motion of the body, which has rhythm in
common with the motion of the voice, but figure peculiar to itfelf: but,
in the former part, melody is the motion of the voice.

CriN. Moft true.

Guest. I know not, therefore, after what manner we have denomi-
nated things pertaining to the voice, which extend as far as to the foul,
and contribute to the difcipline of virtue, mufc.

Crin. They were rightly called fo.

GuesT. But things pertaining to the body, which we have called dan~
cing in {port, if fuch a motion fhould extend as far as to the virtue of the
body, we fhould denominate thc artificial leading of it to this purpofe,
gymnaftic.

Cr.an. Moft right. '

GuesTt. But weappear to have fpoken fufficiently of that part of mufic,
which we have faid is the half of the choir. Shall we, therefore, fpeak of
the remaining half, or how fhall we do?

CrLiN. O moft excellent man, who art difcourfing with Cretans and La~
cedzemonians, as you have fpoken fufficiently about mufic, but gymnaftic
remains yet to be difcuffed, what do you think each of us ought to reply
to your interrogation ?

Guest. I thall fay that you have perfpicuoufly anfwered by your queftion.
For 1 underftand that your prefent interrogation is, as I have faid, an anfwer,
and, befides this, a mandate to difcufs the particulars about gymnatftic.

CLIN. Youapprehend my meaning excellently well ; and therefore dif<
eufs thefe particulars.

Guest. Wefhall do fo: for it is not very difficult to fpeak about things

known to both of vou. And befides, you are far more fkilled in this art
than in that of mufic.

Crin. You nearly fpeak the truth. :

GuesT. Is not, therefore, the principle of this fport, every animal being
naturally accuftomed toleap? But man, as we have faid, receiving a fenfa
of rhythm, generated and brought forth dancing. And melody, recalling to

mind, and exciting rhythm, thefe two, communicating with each other, .
brought forth the choir and {port,
CrLiN. Moft true.

GUEST,.
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GuesT. One part of this we have faid we have already difcuffed, and
that we thould in the next place endeavour to difcufs the remaining part.
. CrLiN. Entirely fo.

Guest. We will, therefore, firft of all bring to a conclufion the choir
of intoxication, if it is agreeable to you.

CriN. Of what are you fpeaking ?

GugsT. If any city fhould ufe drinking affociations as a ferious concern,
with law and order, and as an exercife to the acquifition of temperance,
and fhould not at the fame time avoid other pleafures, but in a fimilar
manner thould engage in them for the fake of fubduing them, after this
manner it may be allowed to ufe all thefe. But if it ufes drinking affo-
ciations as fport, and gives permiffion to any one to drink when he pleafes,
and with whom he pleafes, and to engage in any other purfuit without
reftraint, I fhould not be of this opinion, that this city, or any individual in
it, ought, at any time, to make ufe of intoxication. But I fhould much
prefer the law of the Carthaginians to the cuftom of the Cretans and Lace-
demonians, For their law forbids any one belonging to the camp to tafte
of wine, but orders water to be drunk during all this period. T likewife
would not permit it to be drunk in the city by either male or female flaves ;
mor by magiftrates during the year of their office; nor by pilots, nor
judges, when engaged in their refpetive employments; nor, in thort, by
any -one when deliberating about things of importance. Again, I would
not permit it to be drunk by any one in the day-time, unlefs for the fake of
bodily exercife or difeafe ; nor by a man and woman at night, when they
intend to beget children. And many other circumftances might be adduced,
in which thofe who poffefs a found mind, and conform to good laws, will
abftain from wine. So that, according to this reafoning, no city has occa-
fion for a multitude of vineyards. But other concerns of agriculture, and
every thing refpecting diet, thould be orderly difpofed: and wine thould be
nearly ufed in the moft moderate and leaft degree of all things. And this,
if it is agreeable to you, O guefls, fhall be the conclufion of my difcourfe
refpeéting wine.

CriN, Beautifully faid: and it is agreeable to us it fhould be fo.

THE END OF THE SECOND BOOK.
THE
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BOOK IIL

AN D thus much concerning thefe particulars. But fhall we fay that civil
government had a certain beginning ? And may not any one behold it hence
with eafe, and in the moft beautiful manner?

CLiN. Whence ?

GuEest. Whence any one may behold the progrefs of cities to virtue, and
at the fame time to vice.

Crin. Whence do you fay? -

Guesr. I think, indeed, from a’ length and infinity of time, and from
the mutations in it.

Crin. How do you fay?

GuesT. Do you appear to have ever underftood what a multitude of time
has clapfed fince cities and the politic inftitutions of men commenced ?

Crin. This is by no means eafy to underftand.

GuesT. It is indced infinite *, and impoffible to be exprefled.

Crin. Entirely fo.

Guest. Will not myriads upon myriads of cities have fubfifted in this
time? and, in confcquence of the fame temporal infinity, have not as many
been deftroyed ? and will they not every where have been governed accord-
ing to every kind of polity; and at one time pafs from the lefler to the
greater, and at another from the greater to the leffer; and have become
worfe from the better, and better from the worie ?

Crin. It is neceffary.

GuEesT. Let us therefore affign, if we are able, the caufe of this muta-

* From hence it is evident that they are not genuine Platonifts, who contend that according to
Plato the world had a beginning.  Sce the Timzus. '
VOL. 11, K tion:
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tion : for perhaps it may exhibit to us the firft generation and mutation
of polities.

CLIN. You fpeak well. Tt is therefore neceffary that you fhould readily
unfold what you conceive to be the truth concerning them, and that we
thould at the fame time follow you.

GuesT. Do autient difcourfes then appear to you to poffefs any truth?

Crin. Of what kind?

GuesT. That there have been many deftru&ions of the human race,
through deluges, difcafes, and many other things, in which a very fmall part
of mankind was left.

Crin. Every thing of this kind muft be very probable to every one.

GuesT. Let us then confider one of thefe deftru@ions out of many,—I
mean that which was caufed by a deluge.

Crin. What ought we to think about this?

GuesT. That thofe wha then efcaped the deftru@ion were nearly moun-
tain fthepherds, a few dormant fparks of the human race, preferved on the
fummits of mountains.

CriN. Evidently fo.

GuesT. But fuch as thefe muft neceffarily have been ignorant of other
arts, and of thofe artifices in cities of men towards each other, with a view to
prerogative and contention, and other bafe ends.

Crivn, Itis likely.

GuesT. But we thall alfo fuppofe that the cities which were fituated in
plains, and thofe bordering on the fea, entirely perithed at that time.

Crin. We will fuppofe fo.

GuesTt. We muft affert, therefore, that all inftruments were deftroyed at
that time, together with every invention pertaining to art, politic difcipline,
or any other certain wifdom.

CriN. For how, O moft excellent man, if thefc particulars remained
through the whole of time in the fame perfeétion as at prefent, could any
thing new have ever been invented? It is becaufe an innumerable multitude
of years was unknown to the inventors. But one or two thoufand ycars have
elapfed fince fome things were invented by Dadalus, others by Orpheus,-and
others by Palamedes. The particulars indeed refpe@ing mufic were dif-
covered by Marfyas and Olympus; but thofe relating to the lyre by Amphion.
. And
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And a multitude of other things were, as I may fay, invented by others but
vefterday. '

GuEest. Do you not perceive, O Clinias, that you have omitted to
mention the friend who was yefterday prefent ?

Crin. Do you mean Epimenides?

Gugest. I do. For he far excelled all among you in inventions; and,
as you fay, brought to perfetion in reality what Hefiod had formerly
divined in his writings.

Crin. We do fay fo.

Guest. We muft affert, therefore, that when that devaftation by a
deluge took place, human affairs were in a ftate of infinite and dreadful
folitude ; that a prodigious part of the earth was unprolific; and other
animals having perifhed, fome herds of oxen, and a few goats, which were
rarely found, fupplied thofe men with food that efcaped the devaftation.

Crin. Doubtlefs,

GuesT. But are we of opinion that there was then any memory of a
city, politic difcipline, and legiflation, which is the fubje& of our prefent
difcourfe ?

Crin. By no means.

GuesT. From thefe people, therefore, thus circumftanced, all the par-
ticulars which exift at prefent derived their fubfiftence ; viz. cities and
politics, arts and laws, many vices and many virtues,

Crin. How do you fay? :

GuesT. Can we be of opinion, O wonderful man, that as thofe who
then exifted were ignorant of many beautiful things pertaining to citizens,
and many of a contrary nature, they could ever become perfe either in
virtue or vice?

CriN. You fpeak well; and I underftand what you fay.

GuesT. In confequence, therefore, of the progreffion of time, and the
increafe of the human race, all things advanced to the condition of all
things at prefent.

CriN. Moft right. )

Guesr. But this was probably not effected fuddenly, and in a thort, but
in a very extended period of time.

Crin, It is very preper it thould be fo.
K2 GuesT.
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GuesT. For I think that fear would prevent all the inhabitants from
defcending from their elevated abodes to the plains.
- Crin. Certainly.

GuEsT. Would not likewife thofe who lived at that time be delighted
in beholding each other, on account of their paucity? And would they not
have nearly loft, as I may fay, all the artificial means of paffing over to each
other, either by land or fea? 1 do not therefore think it would be very
poflible for them to mingle with each other. For iron and brafs and all
metals would have perithed, confufed together; fo that it would be im-
poflible to feparate and bring them into light. Hence trees would be but
rarely cut down. Feor, if any inftrument fhould happen to be left on the
mountains, thefe rapidly wearing away would vanith ; and no other could
be made, till the metallic art {hould again be difcovered by men.

Crin. How indeed could it ?

GuesT. But in how many generations afterwards do we think this
would take place?

Crin. Itisevident, ina great many.

Guest. The arts thercfore which are employed about iron and brafs,
and all fuch things, muft at the fame time be involved in darknefs, and
indeed in a ftill greater degree.

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. Sedition, therefore, together with war, muft at that time be
every where extirpated.

Crin. How fo?

Guest. In the firft place, they will be benevolent towards and love each
other, on account of their folitude. In the next place, food will not be
the caufe of war to them : for paftures will be rarc; a few only perhaps
remaining from the firft, in which the inhabitants of that time will for the
moft part live. For they will not by any means be in want of milk and
animal food. Further fill, hunting will fupply them with food, neither of
a bad kind nor in a fmall quantity. They will likewife poflefs abundance
of clothing, beds and habitations, together with apparatus pertaining to fire,
and fuch as has no occafion for fire. The plaftic too and weaving arts
will not be indigent of iron. But divinity imparted all thefe together with
thefe arts to men, that, if at any time they fhould fall into fo great a cala-

mity,
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mity, they might be able to propagate the human race.  On this account,
at that time they were not very poor, nor were they compelled by poverty
to quarrel with each cther, But neither could they ever become rich,
becaufe they were without filver and gold. But in any aflociation where
neither riches nor poverty take up their abode, in this the moft juft manners
will nearly be found. For ncither infolence nor injuftice, neither emula-
tion nor envy, can fubfift in fuch a fociety. From thefe caufes, and through
their innocence which we have fpoken of, they were good. For, when-
ever they heard that any thing was beautiful or bafe, they thought, in con-
fequence of their innocence, that it was moft truly faid to be o, and were
perfuaded.  For no onc was fufpetted of lying, through his wifdom, as is
the cafe at prefent ; but, believing all that was afferted about Gods and men
to be true, they lived conformably to what they heard; on which account
they were altogether fuch as we a little before reprefented them to be.

Crin. Thefe things appear both to me and this other to be fo.

Guest. We fay morcover, that many generations living in this manner,
both of thofe prior to the deluge and of thofe at prefent, they muft be lefs
fkilful and lefs learned both in warlike and other arts, which at prefent
are exercifed by Jand and fea; likewife in judicial affairs and feditions,
which men have devifed both in words and works, with every poffible fub-
tilty of contrivance, in order to injure and a& unjuftly towards each other.
That befides this they muft be more innocent, brave, and at the fame time
modeft, and in every refpe@ more juft. But of thefe things we have
already affigned the caufe.

CriN. You fpeak with re&itude,

GuesT. Thefe things, therefore, have been afferted by us ; and we fhall
fpcak of every thing confequent to thefe particulars, for the fake of under-
ftanding what occafion they had at that time for laws, and who was their
legiflator.

Crin. You have fpoken well,

GuEesr., Were they, therefore, ncither indigent of laws, nor was any
fuch thing adopted at that time? For men of that period were un-
acquainted with letters, but lived following the manners and laws, as they
were called, of their anceftors,

Crin. It is probable.

4 GUEST.
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GuesT. But the manner of their polity was this.

Crin. What? '

‘GuesT. All of that period appear to me to have called a polity, a dy-
nafty, which cven at prefent fubfifts in many places, both among the
Greeks and Barbarians, And Homer fays that it was adopted in the
habitation of the Cyclops ; for he thus {peaks:

“¢ By thefe no {tatutes and no rights are known,
No council held, no monarch fills the throne ;
But high on hills or airy cliffs they dwell,

Or deep in caves whofc entrance leads to hell.
Each rules his race, his neighbour not his care,
Heedlels of others, to his own fevere.”

Crin. Homer appears to you to have been an elegant poet. We have
alfo met with other pieces, though not many, of his compofing, extremely
elegant. For we Cretans do not very much make ufe of foreign poems.

MeciL. We however do make ufe of them. And Homer appears to
me to excell poets of this kind, though he does not defcribe a Laconic, but
rather throughout his poems an Jonic life. At prefent, indeed, he appears
to give a good teftimony to your difcourfe, mythologically referring the
antient condition of mankind to rufticity.

Crin. Certainly.

GuesT. For he teftifies the truth of our affertion : and we fhall therefore
admit him as one who indicates that polities of this kind once fubfifted.

Criv. It is well faid. ‘

Guest. Were not polities of this kind formed from families and kindred
difperfed through the want arifing from thefe devaftations,—polities, in
which the oldeft perfon rules over the reft, on account of their origin
being derived from father and mother ; and who following thefe like birds
produce one herd, are obedient to paternal mandates, and are governed in
a kingdom, the moft juft of all?

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuEgsT. But after this, more of them colle@ing together into one body,
they will form larger cities: and firft of all betaking themfelves to agri-

' Odyf. Lib. ix.
culture,
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culture, at the roots of mountains they will make certain enclofures from
hedges, as defenfive walls againft the attacks of wild beafts, and thus pro-
duce one common and mighty habitation.

CrLin. It is probable that this would be the cafe.

GuesT. But is not this alfo probable ?

Crin. What?

GuesT. That fince thefe more increafed habitations are compofed from
fuch as are leffer and firft, each of the fmall ones fhould be prefent, hav-
ing at the fame time its moft antient governor, according to alliance, to-
gether with its own proper manners; and this on account of their living
feparate from each other, and having had different parents and preceptors,
by whom they have been accuftomed to reverence the Gods, and attend to
themfelves, the more modeft by the more modeft, the braver by the more
brave, and fo in all the reft, according as each has fathioned their fons
and grandfons, who, as we have faid, will bring with them to this greater
habitation the peculiar laws under which they have lived.

Crin. How is it poffible this thould not be probable ?

GuesT. It is likewife neceffary that every one thould be pleafed with his
own laws in the firft place, and with thofe of others in the fecond place.

Crin. Certainly.

GuEesT. But we appear to be ignorant that we are entering as it were
on the beginning of legiflation.

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuesT. After thefe things, therefore, it is neceflary that thofe who thus
affemble together fhould choofe among themfelves in common fome who
know thc legal inftitutions of all of them, and that they fhould opeunly
thow fuch of thefe as they moft approve of, to the common rulers and
guides-of the people, as to kings; who themfelves approving thefe inftitu-
tions will be called legiflators. But, having appointed their rulers, they
will form in this mutation of their polity a certain ariftocracy, compofed
from dynaflies, or a certain kingdom.

Crin. This will doubtlefs afterwards be the cafe.

Guest. In the next place, therefore, let us fpeak of a third form of
polity, in which all the forms and paflions of polities, and at the fame time
of cities, happen to be found.

CrIn.
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Crin. Of what kind is this? That which Homer fignifies, afferting
that the third was thus produced after the fecond:

¢ Dardania’s walls he rais’d ; for Ilion then
(The city fince of many-languag’d men)
‘Was not. The natives were content to till
The fhady foot of Ida's fount-fuil hill .’

Thefe verfes, and thofe above, about the Cyclops, are in a certain refpe@
divinely written, and are conformable to nature. For the poetic genus is
divine, being agitated with facred fury, celebrating many things which
have happened according to truth, and handling each of them with cerrain
graces and mufes.

CLiN. Aud this very much fo.

Guest. We will therefore now proceed to confider the preceding fable :
for, perhaps, fomething of our intention may be fignified by it. Will it
not be proper to do fo?

Crin. Undoubtedly.

Guest. We fay then that Troy was built from elevated . places, in a
farge and beautiful plain, upon a hill not very lofty, and having many
rivers which ruth from mount Ida.

Crin. So it is faid.

GuesT. Muft not we think that this happened a long time after the
deluge?

CLiN. How could it be otherwife ?

GuesT. A dreadful oblivion, therefore, of the devaftation we are now
{peaking of, muft, as it appears, have been then prefent with them, as
they thus built their city under many rivers, and which defcended from
lofty places, and were not afraid to truft themfelves to hills of no great
altitude,

Criv. It is perfetly evident, therefore, that they exifted a long time
after this devaftation. ,

GuEesT. And I am of opinion that many other cities were at that time
inhabited, in confequence of the increafe of mankind.

CrLiw. Certainly.

3 L xx. ver, 216.
GUESsT.



THE LAWS. - 73

GuesTt. Aund thefe indecd fought againft Troy; and perhaps by fea,
all of them now intrepidly ufing that clement.

Curin. It appears fo.

GuesT. But the Achaians, who warred on Troy, fubverted it in the
tenth year.

MzaiL. Entirely fo.

Guest. In this time, therefore, or the fpace of ten years, in which Troy
was befieged, many evils happened to the befiegers through the feditions
of the young men, who received the commanders, when returning to their
cities and houfes, neither in a becoming nor juft manner, but fo that many
were flain, and many were exiled. Thofe that were exiled, however, re-
turned, changing their names, and being called Doriens inftead of Acha-
ians, through one Doricus, who at that time collefted together the exiles.
And hence you Lacedemonians mythologize about, and thoroughly difcufs,
all thefe particulars.

MEegGir. Certainly. .

Guest. Hence, as, while difcourfing about laws in the beomnmcr of this
converfation, we made a digreflion to mufic and intoxication, fo now we
are led to the fame thing as it were by divinity ; and our difcourfe prefents
us as it were with a handle for this purpofe. For it has brought us to that
politic difcipline which you faid was properly inftituted both in Lacedemon
and Crete, as by fraternal laws. But now we obtain this prerogative from
the wandering of our difcourfe, that, while we pafs through certain polities
and habitations, we behold a firft, fecond, and third city, following each
other, according to our opinion, in immenfe extenfions of a certain time.
But now this fourth city, or if you pleafe nation, prefents itfelf to us,
which was once inhabited, and is fo at prefent; from all which, if we are
able to underftand what is beautiful or the contrary, refpeing its being
inhabited, and what laws of the inhabitants preferve what is preferved, or
corrupt what is corrupted among them, and what change of political infti-
tutions renders the city happy, we thall think, O Megillus and Clinias, that
we have done cnough. But all thefe particulars muft be difcuffed by us
from the beginning, unlefs we call to account what has been faid.

Mecrv, If, O gueft, any God will promife us that, if we enter a fecond
time on the bufinefs of lcgiflation, we fhall hear neither worfe nor fewer
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things than what have now bcen faid, I would make a long journey, and
the prefent day would appear to me to be fhort, though the God is now
turning from the fummer to the winter {olftice.

GuesT. It is proper, as it appears, to confider thefe things,

Mecit. Eutirely fo.

GuEesT. Let us then be prefent in thought at that time when Lacedz-
“mon, and Argos, and Meflene, and the cities which were in alliance with
them, were, O Megillus, in fubjeflion to your anceftors. For then, as it
is faid in the fable, they thought proper, having triply divided their army,
to inhabit three cities, Argos, Mclfene, and decda.mon.

Mecir, Entirely fo.

GuesT. And Temenus, indeed, was made king of Argos, but Cref-
phontes of Meflenc, and Euryfthenes in conjunétion with Patrocles of
Lacedzmon. .

CriN. They were fo.

GuesT. But all thefe took an oath that they would give affiftance, if any
one thould deftroy any of thefe dominions.

Meerir. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. Butinform me, by Jupiter, whether their kingdom or government
was ever deftroyed by any one; or whether it was not fubverted by others,
but by themfelves ? or fhall we fay, that a little before, when we entered
on this difcourfe, we thought it was fo, but have now forgotten it ?

MegiL. By no means.

Guest. Now, therefore, we fhall be more able to eftablith a thing of
this kind ; for we are led to the fame conclufion, as it appears, by the hif-
tory of paft tranfactions; fo that we do not purfue in our difcourfe any
vain thing, but that which has happened and is true. But the following
particulars have taken place: Three kingdoms, and three cities, havinga
kingly government, mutually {wore, refpeéting the laws which they bad
eftablithed about governing and being governed, that kings thould not reign
by violence as time and race continued to advance, and that the people, while
the kings obferved their oath, fhould not at any time deftroy the king-
doms, nor endeavour that they might be fubverted by others; but that
kings fhould defend both kings and the people when injured, and the
people, both kings and the people.  Was it not 1o ?

4 MeeGiL.
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Mecrn. Tt was.

Guest. That thercfore which is of the greateft importance in the efta-
blithments of polities was prefent with the legiflators in thefe three cities,
whether the kings themfelves gave laws, or any other perfons.

Mecin. What was this?

GuesT. That two cities fhould always rife up againft one which would
not be perfuaded to obey the eftablifhed laws.

Mzxeir. It is evident.

Guest., This alfo many advife legiflators, that they fhould eftablith
fuch laws as the people and the multitude will willingly admit ; which is
juft as if fome one thould advife the mafters of gymnaftic exercifes, or
phyficians, to take carc of and cure the bodies under their direion in an
agreeable manner.

MEeeiL. Entirely fo.

Gurst. It is, however, often a defirable circumftance, when with no
great degree of pain any one is able to procure for bodies a good habit
and health.

Mecir. Certainly.

GuesT. This alfo was at that time prefent with them, and contributed
in no fmall degree to the facility of eftablithing laws.

MEecir. What was that ?

GuesT. The legiflators had not to procure an equality of pofleffions,
which caufes the greateft of all accufations, and which takes place in other
cities cftablithed by laws, when any one endeavours to difturb the poffef-
fion of land, or to diffolve what is due; perceiving that equality can never
fufficiently {ubfift unlefs thefe things take place. For againft him who
endeavours to difturb every thing of this kind, all men exclaim, that he
muft not move things which are immoveable. Imprecations likewife a;'c
uttered againft him who introduces divifions of land, and the cancelling of
debts ; fo that every man is involved in difficulty on this account. This,
however, was not the cafe with the Doriens. For land was diftributed to

them, without envy or controverfy ; and they had no large and antient
debts.

Mccir. True,
L2 Guesr.
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GuesT, How therefore came it to pafs, O moft cxcellent men, that
their fettlement in houfes and legiflation came to be fo bad?

Mecir. How do you mean ? and of what is it you accufe them ?

GuesT. That.three houfe-eftablithments taking place, two of them
fwiftly corrupted the polity and the laws, and one alone, which was your
city, remained.

Mecir. You-afk a queftion which it is not very eafy to anfwer.

GuesT. But it is proper that, confidering and exploring this at prefent,
concerning laws, with aged and prudent fport, we thould accomplith the
journey we have undertaken without moleftation.

MeciL. We ought certainly to do as you fay.

GuEesT. Can we therefore {peculate concerning laws in a more beauti~
ful manner, than by confidering the laws which adorned cities of this
kind ? or can we think of any cities and habitations more illuftrious and
larger than thefe ?

Meair. It is not eafy to fpeak of others that are preferable to thefe,

GuesT. It is nearly evident, therefore, that, thus prepared, they would
not only be able fufficiently to defend Peloponnefus, but all Greece, if it
thould be injured by any of the Barbarians; in the fame manner as thofe
that dwelt about Ilion, who, trufting to the power of the Affyrians de-
fcended from Ninus, dared to excite war againft Troy. For the form of
that government, which was ftill preferved, was by no means defpicable.
And as we at prefent fear a mighty king !, in like manner all at that time
feared that colleted coordination of people. For the deftru&ion of Troy
a fecond time raifed a great accufation againft them ; becaufe the Trojan
power was a portion of the Affyrian government, Againft all thefe, there-
fore, the army at that time was divided into three cities, under the brother
kings, the offspring of Hercules, and appeared to be beautifully regulated,
aad far more fo than that which came againft Troy. For, in the firft
place, they were of opinion that the commanders who defcended from
Hercules were better than thofe that derived their origin from Pelops;
and in the next place, that this army far furpaffed in virtue that which
came againft Troy. For thefe conquered, but thofe were vanquifhed by

" % Viz, the king of Perfia, who, asis well known, was ufually called the great king. p
thefe,
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thefe, the Achaians by the Doriens. Ought we not thus to think, and that
at that time they prepared themielves for battle with this intention ?

Mecic. Entirely fo. '

GuesT. It is probable, therefore, that they would confider this their
conftitution to be firmly eftablithed, and that it would endure for a long
time, in confequence of their mutually undergoing many dangers and la-
bours, and being under the orderly government of one race, their kings
being brothers. And befides this, it is further probable that they ufed many
prophets, and among thefe the Delphic Apollo.

Meagir. It is highly probable.

GuesT. But thefe particulars, which appear to be thus great, glided
away, as it feems, at that time rapidly, except, as we juft now faid, a{mall
part fituated about the place of your abode; and this part has not ever ceafed
warring on the two other parts even to the prefent day. For, if the feveral
parts of the conftitution at that time had unanimoufly confpired to one end,
they would have poffeffed an irrefiftible power in war.. '

Mes1r. Undoubtedly. :

Guest. How, therefore, and on what account, was it diffolved ? Does it
not deferve to be confidered what fortune fubverted a conftitution fo great,
and of fuch a kind ?

Meair. Indced, he who confiders any thing elfe will not be able to un-
derftand either other laws or polities, which preferve beautiful and great
concerns, or on the contrary deftroy them, if he negleéts thefe things.

GuesT. It feems, therefore, that we have been fortunately led to this
confideration, which is fo well adapted to our purpofe..

MEeciL. Entirely fo.

GuEesT. Are not, therefore, all men ignorant, and at prefent we our-
felves, whilc each of us thinks that he beholds a certain beautiful thing, and
which will produce admirable effeéts, when any one is not ignorant how it
thould be properly ufed? But we ourfelves, perhaps, neither think rightly
about this, nor according to nature. And fhall we not fay, that all men
err refpeding all other things about which they think in a fimilar manner ?

Megrir. How do you fay? And about what efpecially are you now:
{peaking ?

Guest. O, good man, Inow laugh at myfelf. For, looking to thatarmy-

about:
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about which we have been fpeaking, it appeared to me to be very beautiful,
and that a wonderful poffeffion would fall to the lot of the Greeks, as [
have faid, if any one fhould at that time have ufed it in a proper manner.

Mecir. Did you not fay all thefe things well and prudently ;_and, did not
we properly praife them ?

GuesT. Perhaps fo. But I think that every one who perceives any thing
great, and which is endued with much power and ftrength, will be imme-
diately convinced, that if he knows it to be ufed by its pofleffor, -being fuch
and fo great, its pofleffor will be happy through accomplifhing many and
admirable things.

MeciL. Is not this therefere right? or, how do you fay ?

GuesTt. Confider now to what hc looks, who, in pralﬁnv every thing of
this kind, {peaks rightly. And in the firft place concerning that of w hxch
we are now {peaking, how will'thofe commanders of that time, who knew
properly how to marfhal an army, fortunately make ufe of occafion ? Will
it not be from their eftablifhing it in fafety, and preferving it perpetually,
{o that they themfelves may be free, and that they may rule over others
whom they pleafe? And, in fhort, that both they and their 'progeny may
obtain from all men, both Greeks and Barbarians, whatever they defire ?
Will they not defire it for the fake of theie things ?

Meait. Entirely fo.

GuesT. He, therefore, who beholding either great wealth, or the illuftrious
honours of a family, or any thing elfe of this kind, fays the very fame things,
will he pot fay fo Jooking to this, as if through this kind he fhould obtain all
thath e defires, or the greater part, and fuch as are of the moft confequence ?

MeciL. It appears fo

GuesT. But there is one common defire of all men, which is fignified by
our prefent difcourfe.

MeciL. What is that ?

GuesT. That all things thould efpecially happcn according to every onc’s
mandate ; but, if not al] at lealt human affairs.

Mecir. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. Since, therefore, all of us perpetually with a thing of this kind,

both when we are adults and advanced in years, we neceflarily pray for this
to the end of life.

MEeeirL,
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Mgcir, Certainly.

Guest. But we alfo pray that our friends may obtain the fame things as
ourfelves.

Mzeir. Certainly.

Guest., But thefon is a friend to the father, viz, the boy to the man,

MreciL. How can it be otherwife ? - ]

GuesT. But many of thofe things which the boy prays may happen to
himfelf, the father will befeech the Gods to grant that they may not happen
according to the prayers of his fon.

MraGir. Do you fay that this will be the cafe when he who prays is fool-
ith, and while he is yet a youth?

Guesr. Yes; and when he is a father, either very old or very young,
while he knows nothing of things beautiful and juft, but, being affected like
Thefcus to the unfortunate Hippolytus, when dying, will pray with great
alacrity, But if the fon knows what is beautiful and juft at the fame time,
does it appear to you that he will join in prayer with the father?

Mecic. Tunderftand what you fay.  For you appear to me to affert, that
we ought not to pray, nor endeavour that all things may be conformable to
our with, but that our will rather may be obedient to our prudence ; and
that both cities and cach of us ought to pray for, and endeavour to obtain,
the pofleffion of intclledt.

Guesr. Certainly. And that the politician who is a legiflator ought al-
ways to eftablith legal orders, looking to this, as I remember to have faid
before, and as [ now remind you. For, in the beginning of this converfation,
you gave it as your opinion, that a good legiflator ought to eftablifh all laws
for the fake of war; but I faid that this was to exhort him to compofe laws
according to one virtue ouly, when, at the fame time, there are four virtues;
and that he ought to look to cvery virtue, but efpecially towards the firft,
which is the leader of them all, and which is prudence, intclle& and opinion,
with love and defire attendant on thefe.  But our difcourfe returns again to
the fame thing; and what I then faid, I now again fay, cither if you pleafe
jefting or ferioufly—T affert then, that it is dangerous to pray without the
poffeffion of intellec, but that in this cafe it is better the contrary to what
we afk fhould come to paﬁ.‘ If you are of opinion that thefe things are

afferted by me ferioufly, confider them to be fo. For I now entircly expect
to
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to find you confenting to what we a little before advanced, that timidity was
not the caufc of the deftrution of kings, and of the whole of that confti-
tution, nor yet the ignorance in warlike concerns of the governors and go-
verned, but the whole of depravity, and efpecially ignorance about the great-
eft of human affairs. That thefe things thus happened at that time, and
muft {o happen now, if they any where fubfift, and that in following times
they will no otherwife happen, I will endeavour, if you pleafe, to difcover,
taking reafon for our guide, and unfold it to you as friends to the utmoft of
my ability.

Crin. To praife you, O gueft, in words, would be troublefome, but we
thall vehemently praife you in the thing itfelf. For we fhall cheerfully fol-
low you in what you have to fay, and in fo doing a liberal and true enco-
miaft is particularly apparent.

GuesT. You fpeak moft excellently, O Clinias! and we fhall do as you fay.

Crin. Thefe things will be fo, if God pleafes. Only fpeak.

GuesT. We fay then, proceeding according to the remaining road of our
difcourfe, that the greateft ignorance deftroyed that power at that time, and
that at prefent the fame thing is naturally capable of effe@ing this. So that,
if this be the cafe, the legiflator ought to endeavour as far as he is able
to impart prudence to cities, and exterminate in the higheft degree igno-
rance.

Crin. It is evident.

GuesT, What then may be juftly called the greateft ignorance? Confider
whether you agree with me in what I am going to fay. For I eftablifh it
to be fuch as this,

CriN. What?

GuesT. When any one does not Jove, but hates that which appears to
him to be beautiful, or good; but loves and embraces that which appears to
him to be bafe and unjuft. Taffert that this diffonance of pain and pleafure,
with rational opinion, is extreme ignorance. Butit is the greateff, becaufe it
belongs to the multitude of the foul, For that part of the foul which is con-
verfant with pain and pleafure correfponds to the common people and the
multitude in a city. When, therefore, the foul oppofes fciences or opinions,
or reafon, all which naturally govern, this I call ignorance: and it then
takes place in a city when the multitude will not be perfuaded by the rulers

6 : and
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and the laws. The fame thing happens to one man, when though beau-
tiful reafons refide in his foul, yct he does not at all a& conformably, but
does every thing contrary to them. I fhould eftablith all thefe moft inordi-
nate ignorances as belonging to a city, and to every citizen, but not as be-
longing to the artificers, if, O gueft, you underftand what 1 fay.

Crin. We underftand you, my friend, and affent to what you fay.

GuesT. Ict this then be thus fixed, that to citizens who are after this
manner ignorant, nothing pertaining to government is to be committed, but
that they arc to be reproached as ignorant, though they thould be very fkilful
in argument, and poffc(s every thing pertaining to the clegance and celerity
of the foul. On the other hand, that thofe who are affeed in a contrary
manner are to be called wife, though, as it is faid, they thould neither know
their letters, nor how to {fwim, and dominion fthould be given to thefe as to
prudent perfons,  For how, O friends, can the leaft form of prudence fub-
fift without confent 2

Crin. It cannot.

GuesT. But the moft beautiful and greateft of mutual agreements may
be moft juftly called the greateft wifdom; of which he participates who lives
according to reafon. But he who is void of this, who deftroys his own
houfe, and is in no refpeét a faviour to the city, but every thing of a con-
trary nature,—fuch a one appears to be ignorant with refpeét to thefe parti-.
culars. Thefe things, therefore, as I juft now faid, muft fubfift in this
manuner.

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuesT. But ought there not, neceffarily, to be in cities governors and the
governed ?

CriN. Undoubtedly.

Guest. Be it fo. But of what kind, and how many, are the axioms re-
fpe&ting governing and being governed in great and fmall cities, and in a
fimilar mauoner in families? Is not this one of them, that father and mo-
ther, and univerfally a begetter thould rule over the thing begotten ? Will
not this be every where a right axiom?

CriN. Very much fo,

Guest. But the next in order is this, that the ingenious thould rule over

VOL. II. M the
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the ignoble. ‘The third, that the more aged ouglit to govern, and the younger
to be governed.

Crin. Undoubtedly.

Guest. But the fourth will be, that flaves thould be governed, and mafters
govern,

CriN. How can it be otherwife?

GuEesT. The fifth will be, I think, that the better charater thould rule
over the worfe,

CLiN. Youfpeak of a dominion which is extremely neceflury.

GuesT. And of a dominion, which for the moft part fubfifts in all ani-
mals, and is according to nature, as the Theban Pindar fays. But the great-
eft axiom, as it appears, will be the fixth, which orders the unfcientific to
follow, but the prudent to lead and govern. And this government, O moft
wife Pindar, I thould nearly fay' was not contrary but according to the na-
ture of law, fubfifting {pontaneoufly and not by violence.

Crin. You fpeak moft rightly.

GuesT. The feventh government we fhall produce to a certain allotment,
fpeaking of a thing grateful to divinity, and fubfifting with good fortune,
And we fhall fay it is moft juft, that he who is chofen by lot fhould govern,
but that he who is rejected fhould be governed.

Crin. You fpeak moft truly.

Gurst. We fhall fay then jocofely to fome one of thofe who proceed witly
great facility to the eftablithment of laws, Do you fec, O legiflator, how
many axioms there are refpe@ing governors, and how they are naturally
contrary to each other? For now we have difcovered a certain fountain of
feditions, which it is ncceflary you thould cure.  But, in the firlt place, con-
fider with us how, and in what refpe&, the kings of Argos and Meffene,
ating contrary to thefe axioms, deftroyed the power of the Greeks, which
at that time was wonderful.  Was it not becaufe they were ignorant of that
which is moft rightly faid by Hefiod, That the half is often more than the
whole? That is to fay, when the poffeflion of the whole is noxious, but
that of the half is moderate : for, in this cafe, he confidered the moderate as
more than the immoderate, as being better than the worfe.

Crin, Moft right.

6 ' GUEST,
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Guesr. But will this, when happening to kings, deftrov cach of them,
vrior to its happening to the people ?

Crin. It is probable that this is moftly the difeafe of kings, who live
proudly through luxuries.

Guest. It is evident, therefore, in the firft place, that the kings at that
time arrogated to themfelves authority over the eftablithed laws,. and that
their a&tions did not accord with what they had celebrated both in difcourfe
and by an oath. But diffonance, as we have faid, being the greateft igno-
rance, though appearing to be wifdom, fubverted all thofe particulars through
confufion and bitter untkilfulnets.

Crin. It appears fo.

Guest. Beit fo then. But why is it neceffary that the legiflator of that
time fhould be fearful re{peting the generation of this paffion? Shall we
fay, by the Gods, that to know this is a thing of no great wifdom, and that
it is not difficult to affert; but that, if any one at that time had forefeen it,
he would have been more wife than we are?

MEecriL. How do you fay ?

Guest. We may now, O Megillus, underftand that which was formerly
tranfacted by you, and, in confequence of knowing this, eafily relate what
ought then to have been accomplithed.

Mecir. Speak yet more clearly.

GursTt. This then will be moft clear.

MEeGiL. What?

GuesT. If any one gives a greater power to leffer things, fo as to negle&
mediocrity,—as, for inftance, fails to thips, food to bodies, and dominion to
fouls,—he would fubvert all things. For, becoming infolent, fome of thefe
would rufh to difeafes, and others to injuftice, the offspring of infolence.
What then do we mecan to fay ? It is this, my friends, that the nature of a
mortal {oul is fuch, that no onc of thefe can, when young and unreftrained,
bear the greateft dominion without having its dianoétic power filled with
folly, which is the greateft difeafc; and that, befides this, it will hate its
- neareft friends ; which circumftance, when happening, will {wiftly deftroy
it, and obfcure the whole of its power. To be afraid of this, in confe-
quence of knowing the moderate, is the province of great legiflators. Hence,
that which it is cafy to fee was at that time tranfacted appears to be this.

M2 MEeGIL,
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MeGIiL. What?

GuesT. Some God, as it fcems, took care of you; who,‘forcfeeing fu<
ture events, planted for you a twofold generation of kings, from oue, and
by this mean more contra&ed you to the moderate. And further flill, after
this a certain human nature, mingling with a certain divine power, and per-
ceiving the effervefcence of your government, conjoined the prudent power
of old age with the proud ftrength of noble birth, equalling the decifion
of men eighty years old, in affairs of the greateft concern, with the power
of kings. But your third faviour, perceiving your diftended and raging go-
vernment, hurled upon it, as a bridle, the power of the Ephori, and led it
near the power which is determined by lot. Hence, your kingdom being
mingled from fuch things as are proper, and poflefling meafure, was both
preferved itfelf, and became the caufe of fafety to others. For the fation
of Ariftodemus had never taken place under the government of Temenus
and Crefphontes, and other legiflators of that time ;- for they were not then
fufficiently fkilled in legiflation. For, had they been fo, they never would
have thought thata juvenile foul, when receiving a dominion from which it
might be poflible to become a tyrant, fhould be kept within the bounds of
moderation by oaths. But now a God has thown you what kind of govern-
ment is neceffary; and fuch a one ought efpecially to fubfift. But that
thefe things thould be known by us, (as I faid before) now they have been
accomplifhed, is nota thing replete with wifdom. For it is not difficult to
fee from a paradigm a thing which has been tranfa&ted. But if any one
could then have forefecn thefe particulars, and had been able to moderate
the governments, and to form one from the three, he would have preferved
all the beautiful conceptions of that time, and neither the Perfian fleet, nor
any other which has been defpifed by us as of no account, would have failed
with hoftile intentions into Greece.

Crin. You fpeak the truth,

GuesT. Hence, O Clinias, they made a thameful refiftance. I fay thame-
ful, not becaufe thofe who at that time vanquithed by fca and land did not
conquer in a becoming manner, but what I call fhameful at that time is
this : iu the firft place, becaufe one of thofe three cities only fought in defence
of Greece, but the other two were fo bafely corrupted, that one of them
hindered Lacedzmon from affifting Greece, by warring againft it with all
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its ftrength; and the other obtaining the chief authority in thofe times,
refpe@ing diftribution, or about Argos, would neither hcar, nor give any
afliftance when called upon to repell the Barbarian. But many things
might be adduced relative to the tranfactions of thofe times,about that war,
by which the conduét of the two cities towards Greece might be accufed
as thameful, For thofe who affert that they defended Greece do not {peak
rightly 5 fince, unlefs the common opinion of the Athenians and Laced@mo-
nians had refifted the approaching flavery, all things would nearly have been
mingled together, the race of Greeks with Greeks, the Barbarians with
Greeks, and the Greeks with Barbarians; juft as at prefent, in confequence
of the Perfians tyrannizing, Greece being feparated in a diforderly manner
is badly inhabited. T hefe are the things, O Clinias and Megillus, which we
have to urge againft antient politicians and legiflators, and likewife thofe
of the prefent day, that, exploring the caufes of thefe, we may difcover
‘what elfe ought to be done. Such as is that which we now affert, that it is
not proper to eftablith great nor unmingled governments ; confidering this,
that a city ought to be free and prudent, and a friend to itfelf; and that a
legiflator ought to give laws looking to thefe particulars. But we muft not
wonder, if we often propofc other things, and affcrt that the legiflator ought
to regard thefc in giving laws, though they are not the fame with what
we have previoufly delivered,  But it is proper to infer, that when we fay
the legiflator ought to look to temperance, or prudence, or friendthip, our
defign is not different, but the fame : and you muft not be difturbed on finding
us ufing many other words of this kind. .
Crin. We fhall endeavour to do fo by repeating your difcourfe. But
now inform us what you meant by faying that a legiflator ought to look to
friendthip, liberty, and prudence. ' ‘
GuesT. You fhall now hear. There are as it were two mothers of poli-
ties, from which he who fays that others are produced will fpeak rightly..
It is neceffary to call one of thefe a monarchy, but the other a democracy. Theé
race of the Perfians poffcffes the fummit of the one, but that of the other is pot=
feffed by us.  Butall other forms of politics are nearly, as I have faid, varioufly
compofed from thefe. It is proper, therefore, and ncceflary, that a city
thould participate of both thefe, if it is to be free, and friendly in con-

junétion with prudence. But this our difcourfe withes to ordain, when
iT
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it fays, that a city can never be beautifully governed while it is deflitute
of thefe.

Crin. For how can it?

Guest. When, therefore, the one embraces monarchy, but the other
liberty, more than is proper, neither will preferve the mediocrity of thefe.
Your cities however, Laconia and Crete, poflefs it more than oihers. And
this was the cafe with the Athenians and Perfians formerly, but now they
poffefs lefs of this mediocrity. But fhall we diflcufs the caufes of this, or
not ?

Criv. Entirely fo, if we wifh to accomplith our propofed defign,

GuesT. Let us hear therefore. The Perfians under the reign of Cyrus,
poffefling more of the mediocrity of flavery aund freedom, were in the firft
place themfelves free; and in the next place they were the lords of many
others.  For the governors imparted liberty to thce governed, and by leading
them to equality the foldiers had a greater friendfhip for the commanders,
and conduéted themfelves with alacrity in dangers.  And if any one among
them was prudent, and able to give advice, as the king was not envious, but
permittea liberty of fpeech, and honoured thofe who were able to advife, he
openly exhibited the common power of prudence. And at that time he
gave them all things, through liberty, friendfhip, and a communion of
intelle@.

Crin. It appears that the particulars which you have now mentioned
thus fubfifted at that time.

GuesTt. How then came that government to be almoft deftroved under
the reign of Cambyfes, and again nearly reftored under that of Darius?
Are you willing that we fhould fpeak as if we ufed divination ?

Crin. Certainly ; for this will contribute to our dcfign.

GuesT. Refpeéting Cyrus, therefore, I thus divine; that in other par-
ticulars he was a good commander, and a lover of his country, but that hs
did not at all apply himfelf to right difcipline, nor attend to acconomy.

Crin. But why muft we fay fo?

GuesT. He appears from his youth to have paffed his life in the army,
and to have committed the education of his fons to women., But thefe
educated them as perfons happy and blefled from their childhood, and as
indigent of nothing. Hence, as being fufficiently huppy, they forbade any

one
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one fo oppofe them in any refpe, and compelled every one to praife all
their words and actions, After this manner were they educated by certain
women. ’

CLiN. You fpeak, as it feems, of a finc education.

Guest., Of a feminine one indeed, introduced by royal women, who
became fuddenly rich; and which took place during a fcarcity of men, who
through wars, and a multitude of dangers, had not leifure to attend to the
education of youth.

Crin, It is probable that this was the cafe.

GuesT. But the father of thefe children poffeffed cattle and fheep, and
herds of men, and of many other animals; but he was ignorant that thofe
to whom he was to leave all thefe, were not inftru&ed in their paternal or
Perfian art (the Perfians being fhepherds, the offspring ‘of a rough country,
and the methods being hard by which they rendered the fhepherds. very
-ftrong, able to pafs the night out of doors, to be vigilaut, and to fight if
there was occafion). But he fuffered women and Median eunuchs to
educate his {ons, who corrupted difcipline through what is called felicity.
Hence they came to be fuch as it is likely thofe muft be who are educated
without reproof. The fons, therefore, on the death of Cyrus taking
pofleflion of the government, and being full of luxury and unacquainted
with reproof, in the firft place, one flew the other in confequence of in-
dignantly bearing equality : and in the next place, Cambyfes, raging through
intoxication and ignorance, deftroyed the kingdom through the Medes, and
a certain perfon who was then called the eunuch, and who defpifed his folly.

CriN. Thefe things alfo are reported; and it appears that they nearly
happened in this manner. '

GuesTt. And it is likewife faid, that the government came again to the:
Perfians through Darius and feven others..

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. But let us behold, following the order of difcourfe. For Darius
was ncither the fon of a king, nor educated in a luxurious manner. But
coming to the government, and receiving it as the feventh, he divided it
into feven parts, of which at prefent fome fmall dreams remain. He like-
wife was of opinion that men fhould live under laws which contribute to a
certain common equality ; and made that diftribution legitimate, which

Cyrus
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Cyrus had promifed the Perfians 3 thus imparting friendthip and communion
to all the Perfians, and alluring the vulgar among them by money and gifts.
Being thus beloved by his foldiers, he fubdued regions not lefs in number
than Cyrus had left.  After Duarius, Xerxes reigned, who was again edu-
cated in a royal and luxurious manner, But, O Darius! we may, perhaps,
molt juitly fay you was not warned by the evil condu@ of Cyrus, but edu-
cated Xerxes in the fame manners in which Cyrus educated Cambyfes. He,
therefore, as being the offspring of the fame difcipline, aéted in a manner
fimilar to Cambyfes. And, indeed, from this time fcarcely any of the Perfian
kings were truly great, except in name. But the caufe of this, according
to my reafoning, was not fortune, but a vicious life, which the fons of
thofe who were remarkably rich and tyrannical for the moft part lived.
For neither boy, nor man, nor old man, can ever become illuftrious in virtue
from fuch an education. And thefe are the things which we fay fhould be
confidered by a legiflator, and by us at prefent. But it is juft, O Lacede-
monians, to confer this praife upon your city, that you never diftribute any
remarkable honour or nutriment to either a poor or rich man, to a king or
a private perfon, which the oracle of fome God has not from the firft or-
dered you to diftribute. For it is not proper that he who excels in riches,
or {wiftnefs, or beauty, or firength, without the pofleffion of fome virtue,
thould obtain the higheft honours in a city; nor even if he poffefles fome
virtue, if it is not attended with temperance.

CLiN. What do you mean by afferting this, O gueft?

GuEesT. Is not fortitude one part of virtue?

CriN. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. Doyou, therefore, judge, on hearing what 1 fhall advance. Would
you be pleafed with any domeftic or neighbour who was exceffively brave,
yet not temperate, but the contrary ?

CLin. Predi& better things of me.

GuesT. But what? Would you be pleafed with one who was an artift,
and wife in things of this kind, but at the fame time unjuft ?

CLIN. By no means.

GuesT. But juftice is never produced without temperance.

CrinN. How can it be otherwite ?

GuesT. But neither did he who was juft now confidered by us as wife, be-

caufe
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caufe he poffeffed pleafures and pains, according with and following right
réafon, become fo without temperance.

Crin. Certainly not.

GuesT. But, further ftill, we fhould alfo confider this, that we may be-
"hold how honours are properly or improperly diftributed in cities.

CriN. What?

Guest. Whether temperance, if it fubfifts alone in the foul without
every other virtue, can with juftice become either honourable or difhonour-
able? .

Crin. I know not what to anfwer.

GuesT. You fpeak modeftly. And I think you would reply, that in this
cafe it would fubfift inharmonioufly.

Crin. You have very properly anfwered for me.

GuEesT. Be it fo then. But the addition which we made ufe of, of ho-
nourable and difhonourable, did not deferve a reply, but ought rather to
have been paffed over in irrational filence.

CriN. You appear to me to fpeak concerning temperance.

Guest. I'do. But that which is of more advantage to us than other
things, ifit is cfpecially honoured with an addition, it will be moft rightly
honoured ; that which is fecond in utility, when honoured in a fecondary
manner ; and thus every thing will be properly honoured when it receives
confequent honours in the order of fucceflion.

CrLin. This will be the cafe.

Guest, What then? Shall we not fay that it is the province of the legif-
lator to diftribute thefe ?

CriN. And very much fo.

GuEesT. Are you willing that we fhould mveﬁ him with the power of
diftributing all things, both pertaining to every work, aud to trifling parti-
culars?  And fhall we not endeavour to give a triple divifion, fince we alfo
arc in a certain refpect defirous of laws ; dividing things vrcatcﬁ fecond,
and third, apart from each other?

Crin. Entirely fo.

Guest. We fay then that acity, in order that it may be preferved, and
may be happy to the utmoft of human power, ought neceflarily to diftribute
honours and dithonours in a proper manner,
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Criz. Right,

GuesT. Proper diftribution, therefore, is this, to eftablifh the goods per-
taining to the foul, asthe moft excellent and firft in rank, temperance at the
fame time being prefent with the foul: but as fecond in rank, things beau-
tiful and good pertaining to the body ; and in the third place, things per-
taining to poffeffions and riches. If any legiflator or city proceeds without
thefe, and either caufes riches to be honoured, or through honours renders
fomething which is pofterior, prior, they will a& necither in a holy nor in a
political manner.  Shall thefe things be faid by us, or how ?

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuesT. A confideration of the Perfian polity caufed us to {fpeak more co-
pioufly about thefe particulars. But we found that they became ftill worfe;
and we fay that this was owing to their depriving the people of liberty in
an immoderate degree. Likewife, by introducing the defpotic more than
was proper, they deftroyed friendfhip and fociety in the city. But, thefe
being corrupted, the deliberation of the rulers is not dire@cd to the governed
and the people, but to the advantage of their own government. Indeed,
for the fake of a trifling benefit which might accrue to themfelves, cities
have been entirely fubverted, and friendly nations deftroyed by fire. Hence,
hating in an hoftile manner, and without pity, they are alfo hated. And
when there is occafion for the people to fight for them, and they affemble
for this purpofe, they do not find in them a general confent to undergo dan-
ger, and fight with alacrity. But though they poffefs myriads, and indeed
innumerable fubje&s, yet they are all ufelefs for the purpofes of war.
Hence, as if they were in want of men, they procure fome for hire; and
thus think they thall be fafe under the prote&ion of mercenary and foreign
foldiers. Befides all this, they are compelled to be unlearned, afferting fe-
rioufly, that whatever is called honourable or beautiful in the city is a mere
trifle when compared to filver and gold.

MeciL. Entirely fo.

GuesT. But we have fpoken fufficiently concerning the affairs of the
Perfians, which do not fubfift in a proper manner, through exceflive flavery
and defpotifm.

Megic. Entirely fo.

GuEesT. But, after this, it is proper in afimilar manuer to difcufs the Attic

polity,
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polity, that it may appear how perfet liberty, exempt from all government,
is in no fmall degree worfe than that which is moderately in fubjection to
others. For at that time in which the Perfians invaded Greece, and perhaps
nearly all Europe, our polity was antient, and we had certain governments
compofed of four divifions. A certain thame, too, at that time was a defpot,
through which we were then defirous to live in fubjection to the laws,  Be-
fides this, the maguitude of that military force, which {pread itfelf over the
land and fea, produced an immenfe fear, and caufed us to be in flill greater
fubje@ion to the governors and laws then exifting.  And from thefe caufes
the highcft degree of friendfhip fubfifted between us.  For nearly ten years
before the naval battle in Salamis, Datis, being fent by Darius, led a Perfian
army againft the Athenians and Eretrienfes in ‘order to reduce them to
flavery ; Darius at the fame time threatening him with death unlefs he en-
flaved thefe nations. Datis, therefore, in a very fhort time entirely fubdued
them with an innumecrable multitude of forces; and a certain dreadful ru-
mour reached our city, that not one of the Erctrienfes had efcaped, but that
the foldiers of Datis had bound the hands of the Eretricnfes together, and
plundered all their city. This rumour, whether truec or not, terrified both
the other Greeks, and alfo the Athenians, who in confequence of this fend-
ing ambaffadors to every part of Greece for the purpofe of procuring affift-
ance, no one aided them except the Lacedaemonians. And even they, in-
deed, whether they were hindered by being engaged in a war at that time
againft Meflene, or by fome other circumftance (for we are anaéquaitlted
with the true reafon), did not come till one day after the battle at Marathon.
After this, mighty preparations and innumerable threats of the king are faid
to have taken place. In the mean time Darius is faid to have died, who
was fucceeded in the government by his {on, at that time extremely young,
and who in no refpe@ abandoned his father’s undertaking. But the Athe-
nians were of opinion, that the whole of his preparation would be dire&ed
againft them, on account of the battle at Marathon. And hearing that
mount Athos was dug through, the Hcllefpont joined, and a great multi.
tude of fhips colle¢ted, they thought that there was no fafety for them by
land or by fea. For they were unwilling to confide in the affiftance of any
one, recolleting that, when on the firft invafion of the Perfians the Eretri-
enfes were vanquithed, no one gave them affiftance, or expofed themielves
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to danger by fighting in their defence. But it appeared to them that the
fame thing would then take place by land. And again, when they looked
to the fea, they faw that all fafety was excluded there, fince more than a
thoufand fhips were coming againft them. They perceived, thercfore, only
one mean of fafety, and that was flender and dubious. For, looking back
upon former tranfactions, and confidering how they had fought without any
profpe& of fuccefs,—being borne along by this hope, they found their only
refuge was in themfelves and the Gods.  "This, thercfore, united all of them
in friendfhip with each other. I mean the fear which was then prefent, to-
gether with that which before this the laws had produced in thofe that were
obedient to them. This in our former difcourfe we have frequently called
fhame, and to which we have faid all thofe muft be fubfervient who dcfire
to become worthy characers. For he who is a flave to this is free and in-
trepid. Unlefs this fear, therefore, had been then prefent, they would never,
colle@ing themfelves together, have defended their temples, their tombs,
and their country, together with their other familiars and friends, as at that
time they defended -them, but we fhould have been widely feparated from
each other.

Mecin. And very muchfo, O gueft. You likewife fpcak very properly,
and in a manner becoming both vourfelf and your country.

GuesT. Be it fo, O Megillus! For it is juft to difcourfe with you about
the particulars which happened at that time, becaufe you retain the nature
of your parents. But do you and Clinias confider whether we fay any thing
accommodated to legiflation. For I do not difcufs thefe things for the fake
of fables: but behold on what account I fpeak. For, in a certain refpe&,
the fame thing happens to us which happened to the Perfians: for thcy led
the people to every kind of flavery ; but we, on the contrary, invite the
multitude to every kind of freedom. But how and what we fhall {pcak re-
{pe&ing this affair, our former difcourfes after a manner beautifully de-
monftrate.

MEeiL. You fpeak well. But endeavour to fignify to us in a ftill clearer
manner what you have now faid.

GuesT. Be it fo. The people, O friends, with us, according to an-
tient laws, were not the lords of any thing, but after a manner thcy were
voluntarily fubfervient to the laws,

MEeciL.
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Mecir. What laws do you fpeak of ?

Guest. Thofe which were then eftablithed about mufic, that we may
fhow from the beginning how liberty came to be beftowed in an extreme
dczree.  For then mufic was divided by us into certain fpecies and figures ;
and one {pecies of the ode confifted in prayers to the Gods, which are called
by the name of hymns. But another fpecies of the ode, contrary to this,
may be faid efpecially to confift in lamentations. Again, another {pecies
confifts in pons: another cclcbrates the generation of Bacchus, and is, I
think, called dithyrambos: and another fpecies is denominated laws per-
taining to the harp. Thete, and fome others, being eftablithed, it was not
lawful to ufe one fpecies of melody inftead of another. But the authority
of knowing thefe, and, at the fame time, judging refpeéting them, and con-
demning them when improper, was not invefted in the pipe, nor in the
ignorant clumours of the multitude, as at prefent, nor yet in thofe who ex-
prefs their applaufe by clapping their hands,—but in men illuftrious for their
erudition, and who were permitted to hear to the end in filence. But boys,
pxdagogues, and the numerous vulgar, were admonifhed to behave orderly
byarod. Thefe things being eftablithed in fo orderly a manner, the multi-
tude of citizens willingly fubmitted to be governed, and did not dare to
judge in a tumultuous manner. But after this, in the courfe of time, the
poets themfelves became the leaders of this unlawful privation of the mufe.
Thefe, indced, naturally poflefled the poetic genius, but were untkilled to
a degree of folly in what is juft and lawful refpeéting mufic. They like-
wife celcbrated the orgies of Bacchus, and purfued pleafure more than was
becoming,  Befides this, they mingled lamentations with hymns, and pzons
with dithyrambic compofitions. They imitated with harps the found of the
pipe, and mingled all things with all, involuntarily deceiving through their
ignorance of mufic. For they afferted that it did not poflefs any re@itude
whatever 5 but that any one, whether he was a worthy or a worthlefs man,
might judge with the greateft re@itude from the pleafure which it produced
in the hearer. Compofing, therefore, poems of this kind, and thus fpeaking
publicly, they caufed the multitude to a& in an unlawful and daring man-
ner with refpe@t to mufic, by perfuading them that they were fufficient
judges of harmony. Hence theatres, from being filent, came to be noify,
as if capable of hearing what in the mufes was beautiful, or the contrary :

and
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and thus, inftead of an ariftocracy, a certain depraved theatrical dominion was
produced. For, if only a democracy of free men had fubfifted, nothing
very dire would have taken place: but now, through mufic, an opinion
came to us of the wifdom of all men in all things, and a tranfgreflion of
law in conjunétion with liberty followed. For they became intrepid, as if
endued with knowledge; and this privation of fear produced impudence.
For when the opinion of a more excellent perfon, through confidence, is not
dreaded, this is nearly bafe impudence, and is produced from a certain
liberty vehemently daring.

MeegiL. You fpeak moft true,

GuesT. An unwillingnefs to become fubfervient to governors is the con-
fequence of this liberty : and this is attended with a defertion of the fervice
and admonitions of father, mother, and elders. After this follows, as now
being near the confummation of the whole, difobedience to the laws. When
arrived at this extremity, oaths and faith, and the cultivation of the divi-
nities, are negleted.  Hence they exhibit and imitate that antient Titanic
nature, ‘which is celebrated by poets ; and again returning to the manners of
that period, they lead a life involved in difficulties, and find no end to their
evils. But on what account have thefe things been faid by us? It appears
to me that difcourfe, like a horfe, thould be reftrained on every fide, left,
having its mouth unbridled, and ruthing onward, we fhould at length, ac-
cording to the proverb, fall from an afs. It is proper thercfore to afk, on
what account thefe things have been faid.

Megit. It is fo. :

Guest. On what account, therefore, have we aflerted thefe things?

Megir, On what account ?

GuesT. We have faid that a legiflator ought to give laws regarding three
things ; that the city which receives his laws be free, friendly to itfelf, and
endued with intelle®. Was not this what we faid ?

Meeit. Eutirely fo.

GuesT. For the fake of thefe things we adduced two fpecies of govern-
ment, one moft defpotic, and the other moft free; and we have confidered
which of thefe was rightly adminiftered. But, receiving a certain mediocrity
in each, in the one of defpotifm, and in the other of liberty, we have feen
that a profperous condition of affairs will by thefe means be produced ; but
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that the contrary will be the cafe when each is carried to an extreme, the
one of flavery, and the other of liberty.

Megin. You fpeak moft true.

GuesT. But, for the fake of thefe things, we confidered the nature of the
Doric army, the roots of the Dardan mountains, and the maritime habita-
tion. We likewife confidered, on the fame account, thofe firft men who
efcaped the devaftation of the deluge ; and difcourfed about mufic and in-
toxication, and things yet prior to thefe. For all thefe particulars have
been difcufled, for the purpofe of perceiving how a city may be inhabited
in the beft manner, and how every private individual in it may lead the moft
excellent life. But if by all this we have accomplithed any thing of con-
fequence, what can be faid againft us, O Megillus and Clinias ?

Crin. I feem to myfelf, O guett, to perceive fomething. For it appears
that we have fortunately difcufled all thefc particulars.  For I nearly am at
prefent in want of them ; and both you and Megillus here have very oppor-
tunely met with me. For I will not conceal from you that which has now
happened to me, but I will make it ferve as an omen. The greateft part
of Crete, then, endcavours at prefent to eftablith a certain colony, and com-
mits the management of it to the Cuoffians, But the city of the Cnoffians
appoints me and nine others to manage this affair; and at the fame time
orders us to eftablith thofe laws which pleafe us Cretans, and which may be
colle@ted from other nations. And if thofe of other nations fhall appear to be
better than our own, it enjoins us not to reje@ them becaufe they are foreign.
We thall now, therefore, beftow this favour both upon ourfelves and you.
For, making a fcleétion out of what has been faid, we fhall eftablith a city in
our difcourfe, and confider it from the firft time of its being inhabited. For
thus a confideration of the obje&t of our inquiry will take place, and which
at the fame time may be ufeful to me in the eftablithment of my future citys

GuesT. You do not announce war, O gueft.  Unlefs, therefore, it thould
not be agreeable to Mcgillus, be per fuadcd that I fhall give you every aflift-
ance in my power.

Crin. You fpeak well.

" MioiL. You may likewife depend on my affiftance.
« GuesT. Youboth fpeak in the moft becoming manner. Let us therefore
endeavour; in the firft place, to built a city in difcourfe,

THE END OF THE THIRD BOOK.
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COME then, what kind of a city is it proper to think this fhould be? I
do not now afk about its prefent or future name (for this, perhaps, may
be owing to its colonization, qr fome particular place; or, perhaps, the
furname of fome river or fountain, or of the Gods there refident, may have
given a denomination to the new city by its celebrity) ; but this is rather
what I with to atk concerning it, whether it is fituated near the fea, or on the
main land ?

CrLin. The city, of which we are now {peaking, O guett, is diftant
from the fea about eighty ftadia.

GuesT. Are there any ports near it, or is it entirely without a port?

Crin. It is furnifhed with ports, O gueft, in the greatcft poffible degree.

GuesT. Strange! What do you fay? But is this region likewife all-pro-
lific, or is it indigent of fome things? ~

Cuin. It is nearly indigent of nothing.

GuesT. Isany city fituated near it?

Crin. Not very much fd; on which account it became colonized. For,
an antient expulfion of the inbabitants having taken place in this city, the
country was rendered defolate for an immenfe fpace of time.

GuEesT. But how is it circumftanced with refpe& to plains, mountains,
and woods ?

Crawn. Itis fimilar to the whole of the reft of Crete.

GuesT. Do you mean to fay that it is more rough than plain?

Crin. Eutirely fo.

. GuesT. It is not therefore incurably unfit for the acquifition of virtue.

For, if it was fituated near the fca, and abounded with ports, but was not
all-prolific,



THE LAWS. o7

all-prolific, but indigent of many things, it would require for itfelf fome
mighty faviour, and certain divine legiflators, that it might be preferved from
many various and depraved manners to which it would be naturally difpofed.
But now its diftance of eighty ftadia becomes its confolation. It is indeed
fituated nearer the fea than is becoming, on which account it abounds as
you fay with ports 3 but, at the fame time, this is a defirable circumftance.
For the vicinity of the fea to this region renders it every day pleafant, though
this proximity is in reality extremely falt and bitter. For, filling it with the
defire of gain, through merchandize, it produces in the fouls of the inhabit-
ants craft and unfaithfulnefs ; and thus renders the city both unfaithful and
unfriendly to itfelf, and in a fimilar manner to other nations. As a confo-
lation, however, under thefe difadvantages, it poffefles an all-prolific foil;
but, being rough, it is evident that it will not be abundantly, though it is all-
prolific.  For, if this were the cafe, in confequence of great exportation, it
would again poflefs gold and filver coin in abundance; a greater evil than
which canuot, as I may fay, exift, if one thing is compared with another,
nor can any thing in a city be more adverfe to the pofleflion of generous
and juft manners, as, if we recolle@, we faid before.

CriN. We do recolle& ; and we allow that what was then and is now
faid is right.

GuesT. But what? Doesthisregion poffefs materials proper for building thips?

Crin. It has not any fir-trees which deferve to be mentioned, nor yet
any pines. It likewifc has not many cyprefs trees ; and very few plane- or
pitch-producing trees are to be found in it, which thipwrights neceffarily
ufe in conftru@ing the interior parts of thips.

GuesT. In this refpe@ likewife the nature of the country is not badly
difpofed.

CriN. How fo?

GuesT. Becaufe it is good for a city to be incapable of eafily imitating its
enemies in bafe imitations,

CLIN. On account of which of the things that have been advanced do
you fpeak in this manner ?

Gugest. Obferve me, O divine man! I am looking to that which was
afferted in the beginning about the Cretan laws, which you faid regarded one
particular, viz, war; but I faid that fuch laws, becaufe they were efta-

VOL. I1. o’ blithed
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blithed with a view to virtue, were well eftablithed ; but becaufe they re-
garded only a part, and not the whole of virtue, 1did not altogether approve
of them. Do you therefore obferve me in the prefent bufinefs of legiflation,
and confider whether I legally eftablith any thing tending to virtue, or toany
part of virtue. For it is with me a fundamental pofition, that he only efta-
blithes laws in a proper manner, who, like an archer, always direéts his
attention thither where alone fomething of the beautiful in_conduét will
always follow, but who leaves all other things, whether riches or any thing
clfe of this kind, when they fubfift without beautiful manners. But I call
the imitation of enemies then vicious, when any one refiding near the fea is
injured by enemies, as in the following inftance, For I will relate a cir-
cumftance to you, though not with any intention of calling to mind a paft
injury. Minos, in confequence of poflefling great power by fea, impofed a
heavy tribute on the Attic regioh. But the Athenians at that time had not
thips of war as at prefent; nor did their country abound in wood well
adapted for building fhips. Hence they could not, through nautical imita-
tion, becoming themfelves failors, immediately at that time defend them-
felves againft their enemies. And they would have done better if they had
often loft feven young men, inftead of fuffering that which happened to
them. For, inftead of fighting on land, and in a legal manner, in confe-
quence of becoming failors they were accuftomed to leap running in clofe
array into the fhips, and again rapidly to abandon them; and appeared to
themfelves to a& in no refpe&t bafe, in not daring to die, and wait for the
attacks of the enemy. But they had a plaufible pretext at hand, afferting
that, by throwing away their arms, they could not be accufed of thameful
flight. They fay, that language of this kind came to be adopted in confe-
quence of naval engagements; language by no means worthy of infinite
praife, but the contrary. For it is never proper to be accuftomed to bafe
manners, and efpecially for the beft part of the citizens. But it appears
from Homer, that a condué of this kind is not beautiful. For Ulyfles re-
proves Agamemnon for exhorting the Greeks, who at that time were en-

gaged in fight againft the Trojans, to draw their thips to the fea. But Ulyfles
thus reproves him :

¢ Is this a general’s voice, that calls to flight
While war hangs doubtful, while his foldiers fight ?
What
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What more could Troy? What yet their fate denies
"Thou giv’(t the foe: all Greece becomes their prize.
No more the troops (our hoifted fails in view,
Themfelves abandon’d) fhall the fight purfue;

But thy fhips flying, with defpair fhall fee,

And owe deftru&ion to a prince like thee *.”

Homer thercfore knew that thrce-banked galleys prepared for flight were
bad in naval engagements. For lions, by ufing manners of this kind, might
be accuftomed to fly from ftags. Befides this, the naval powers of cities
do not together with fafety beftow honours on the moft beautiful of war-
like concerns. For, in confequence of naval affairs fubfifting through pilot-
ing, the government of fifty men, and rowing, men of all-various defcriptions
and of no great worth being employed for thefe purpofes, no one can beftow
honours upon individuals in a proper manner. Though deprived of this,
how can a polity be in a good condition?

Crin. It is nearly impoffible. But, O gueft, we Cretans fay that the naval
battle at Salamis of the Greeks againft the Barbarians preferved Greece.

Guest. And, indeed, many both of the Grecks and Barbarians affert the
fame thing. But we, my friend, viz. I and Megillus here, fay, that the
pedeftrious battle at Marathon and Platza was the one the beginning, and
the other the end, of fafety to the Greeks. And, in thort, that we may fpeak of
the battles which at that time preferved us, fome of them were advantageous,
but others not fo, to the Greeks. For to the battle at Salamis I add that at
Artemifium. But now, looking to the virtue of a polity, let us confider the
nature of the region, and the order of the laws; not thinking, with the
vulgar, that to be preferved, and to exift, is alone to mankind the moft
honourable of all things, but to become and continue to be the moft excellent
characters during the whole period of their exiftence. And this I think has
been faid by us in the former part of our difcourfe. ’

Crin. Undoubtcdly.

Guest. We will therefore alone confider this, if we are in that path
which is beft for a city, refpe@ing habitations, and the eftablithment of laws.

CriN. And we are very much fo.

GuesT. Inform me, therefore, as that which is confequent to thefe things,

' * Jliad. lib. xiv.
012 who
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who the people are that are to inhabit your colony; whether fuch as are
willing from every. part of Crete, fo as that a great multitude will be
colle@ed from its feveral cities; or whether they are fuch as are chofen for
the purpofe of cultivating the land? For you do not colleét fuch of the
Grecks as arc willing ; though I fee that fome of you from Argos, and
Agina, and other parts of Greece, inhabit this region. But inform me at
prefent whence you will derive this army of citizens.

Crin. I think it will be procured from the whele of Crete. And it appears
to me that thofe from Peloponnefus will be received for inhabitants, in pre-
ference to the other Greeks. For, what you faid juft now you faid truly : I
mean, that thefe are from Argos : for the race which is moft celebrated here
at prefent is Gortynic, becaufe it migrated hither from the Peloponnefian
Gortyna.

GuesT. This eftablithment of a colony, therefore, is not fimilarly eafy to
cities, fince it does not take place after the manner of a fwarm of bees, one race
of friends proceeding from one region, and from friends, in order to form a
fettlement, being as it were befieged by a certain narrownefs of land, or
forced by other inconveniences of a fimilar nature. But it fometimes
happens that a part of a city, being violently urged by feditions, is com-
pelled to fettle in fome other place. And fometimes a whole city is
forced to fly, in confequence of being vanquithed in war. It is, there-
fore, partly eafy for thefe to be colonized, and governed by laws, and partly
difficult. For, when a colony is of one race, fpeaking the fame language,
and obeying the fame laws, it is united by a certain friendfhip, and has a
communion of priefts, and every thing elfe of a fimilar kind; but it will not
eafily endure different laws, and a polity foreign to its own. But fuch a
colony, having been forced to fedition through the baduefs of its laws, and
ftill defiring through cuftom thofe priftine manners by which it was cor-
rupted, becomes, in confequence of this, refraltory and difobedient to its
colonizer and legiflator. But when a colony is compofed of all-various
tribes, it will perhaps be more willingly obedient to certain new laws ; but
to confpire together, and, like horfes under one yoke, to blow as it is faid
the fame blaft, requires a long time, and is extremely difficult.  But legifla-
tion and the eftablithment of cities are the moft perfet of all things with
refpe& to the virtue of men.

CLIN.
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Crin. It is probable ; but inform me in a yet clearer manner why you
afferted this.

GuesT. O good man, I appear to myfelf, while praifing and fpeculating
about legiflators, to have faid fomething vile. But, if we have {fpoken op-
portunely, there will be no difficulty in the affair.  Though, indeed, why
thould I be difturbed ? for nearly all human affairs appear to fubfift in this
manner.

CriN. Of what are you fpeaking ?

GuesT. | was about to fay, that no man ever at any time eftablithed
laws, but that fortunes and all-various events, taking place in an all-various
manner, gave us all our laws. For either war by its violence has fubverted
polities and changed Jaws, or the anxiety of fevere poverty. Difeafes alfo
have caufed many innovations ; and thefe have often been produced through
peftilences, and unfeafonable times enduring for many years. He who
confiders all thefe things will think it fit to exclaim, as I juft now did, that no
mortal ever eftablithed any laws, but that all human affairs are nearly governed
by fortune. But he who afferts all this refpeing navigation, piloting,
medicine, and military command, will appear to fpeak well. This alfo
may be properly afferted refpeéting thefe things.

CriN. What?

Guzsr. That divinity, and, together with divinity, fortune and oppor-
tunity, govern all human affairs. But a third of a milder nature muit be
admitted,—I mecan, that art ought to follow thefe. For I am of opinion,
that it would make a great difference, during a_ftorm, whether you poffefled
the pilot’s art, or not.  Or how do you fay ?

Curin, That it would.

GuesT. Will not the fame confequence enfue in other things? But,
indeed, we muft attribute the fame thing to legiflation; that, other things
concurring which are requifite to the living happily in a country, a legifla-
tor endued with truth ought not to be wanting to fuch a city.

CriN. You fpeak moft true.

GuesT. Ought not, therefore, he who pofleffes art in each of the above-
mentioned particulars, to pray that fomething may be properly prefent with.
him through fortune, that he may not wholly truft to art?

Crin, Entirely fo.

GuEsT,
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GuesT. And would not all the reft that we havs juft now mentioned
fpeak in this manner, if any one fhould call upon them to difclofe their
prayer?

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuEesT. And I think that a legiflator al{o will do the fame.

Crin, So I think. ,

GuEesT. Come then, legiflator (for we will now addrefs him), What, and
after what manner, fhall we give you a city, fo that from the things which
are left in it you may be able fufficiently to govern the city ? What will he
rightly affert after this ? Shall we not fay, that the legiflator will thus fpeak ?

Crin. How ?

Guest. Thus. Give me a city governed by a tyrant, he will fay. But
let the tyrant be a young man, of a good memory, docile, brave, and naturally.
magnificent. And let that which, we faid before, ought to follow all the
parts of virtue, take place in the foul of the tyrant, in order that fome
advantage may be derived from other things being prefent.

CrLin. Our gueft, O Megillus, appears to me to fay that temperance
fhould follow the other virtues. Is it not fo?

GuesT. 1{peak, O Clinias, of popular temperance *, and not of that which
any one extolling would call prudence; but I mean that temperance which
immediately and naturally bloffoms forth in boys and favage animals, {o that
fome are incontinent with refpect to pleafures, but others continent. And
this temperance, when fubfifting feparate from the multitude of things which
are called good, I do not confider as worthy to be mentioned. Do you
underftand me?

Crin. Perfeétly.

GuEesT. This nature, therefore, our tyrant muft poffefs in addition to the
other natures we have mentioned, if the city is to receive a polity, through
which it may live moft happily in the fwifteft and beft manner poffible.
For no difpofition of a polity can ever be more rapid or more excellent
than this,

* Plato here means that temperance which belongs to the phyfical virtues, or thofe virtues which
we poflefs from our birth, and may be faid to be the forerunners of the moral, political, cathartic,
and theoretic virtues; for an account of which fee the Notes to the Phxdo.

CLIN,
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Crix. Dut how, O gueft, and by what arguments, may any one who
afferts this perfuade himfelf that he fpeaks properly ?

Guest. [tis eafy to underftand, O Clinias, that this is naturally fo.

Crin. How do you fay ? Do you 1ot mean to affert, if the tyrant is a
young man, temperate, docile, of a good memory, brave, mz;.gniﬁcent, and
fortunatc? :

GuesT. Add nothing elfe, except that he proves to be a legiflator worthy
of praife, and that a certain fortune leads him to this. For, this taking
place, every thing will nearly be accomplithed by a divine nature, which it
brings to pafs when it is willing that any city fhould be eminently pro-
fperous. But this will happen in the fecond degree, when two fuch chara&ers
are the governors : in the third degree, when three: and the difficulty of
a profperous government will be increafed in proportion to the number of
fuch governors. But, on the contrary, the facility will be increafed in pro-
portion to the paucity of fuch governors.

Crin. You appear to aflert that the beft city is produced from a tyranny,
in conjunétion with a moft excellent legiflator and a modeft tyrant;:
and that it is eafily and rapidly changed into the former from the latter:
that the beft city in the fecond degree is produced from an oligarchy ; and
in the third degree, from a democracy. Or how do you fay ?

GuesT. Not this, by any means. But that the firft is produced from a
tyranny; the fecond, from a royal polity *; the third, from a certain demo-
cracy; and in the fourth place, an oligarchy* will be able to receive a
generation of this kind ‘with the utmoft difficulty. For, in this mode of
government, the powerful are very numerous. But we fay that thefe things
will then take place, when a true legiflator, and who is naturally {uch, fhall
be found ; and when a certain ftrength fhall happen to him in common with
thofe in the city, who are able to accomplith that which is of the greateft
confequence. But where the governors are the feweﬁ in number, and at
the fame time the moft ftrong, as in a tyranny, there this mutation is
accuftomed to take place in a rapid and eafy manner.

* According to Plato, a royal pality is produced when every thing is adminiftered according to
reafon, and the fupreme governor is the beft of men. :
% An oligarchy takes place when a few only, and thofe the worft, govern the city. See the

Republic.
4 CLiN.
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CrLiN. How do you mean? For I do not underftand you.

Guest. And yet I think you have heard this, not once, but often. But
perhaps you never faw a city under the dominion of a tyrant.

Crin. Nor am I defirous of fuch a fpeacle.

GuEesT. But you may fee that in it which we have juft now fpoken of.

CriN. What?

GuEesT. That a tyrant who wifhes to change the manners of a city has
no occafion either of great labour, or a long time, for the accomplifhment
of his purpofe. For, if he withes to exhort the citizens to the ftudy of
virtue, it is neceffary that he fhould be the firft who proceeds in the road
leading to it ; but if to the contrary, be fhould firft fet them the example.
For he ought to exprefs all things in himfelf by a&ing ; praifing and honour-
ing fome things, but blaming others, and difgracing thofe who in their fe-
veral altions are difobedient to his commands.

CriN. How is it poffible not to be of opinion that the other citizens will
rapidly follow him who is endued with fuch perfuafion and force?

Guest. No one will be able to perfuade us, O friends, that a city will
change its laws fiiftly and cafily by any thing elfe than the command of its
governors, For this does not happen at prefent by any other means, nor
ever will. Indeed, this is neither difficult for us, nor impoffible to be accom-
plithed. But another thing is difficult to be accomplithed, and rarely takes
place in a Jong time ; though, when it happens, it produces in the city in
which it 1s found ten thoufand advantages, and, indeed, every good.

CriN. Of what are you fpeaking ?

Guest. When a divine love of temperate and juft purfuits is inherent in
certain mighty authorities, whether they govern according to a monarchy,
according to tranfcendency in wealth, or nobility of race. Or when any
oue reftores the nature of Neftor, who is faid to have excelled all men in
ftrength of fpeaking, and ftill more in the temperance of his life. This
man, therefore, they fay, was born in the Trojan times, but by no means in
ours, If, then, fuch a man either formerly was, or will be, or at prefent
fubfifts among us, he muft himfelf live in a bleffed manner, and thofe muft
be blefled who hear the words proceeding from his temperate mouth. Ina
fimilar manner we muft reafon refpe@ing all power; as that, when the
greateft power in 2 man falls into the fame with acting prudently and tempe-

rately,
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ratcly, then the generation of the beft polity and the beft laws is pro-
duced, but never otherwite. Thefe things, therefore, which are fpoken as
if they were a certain fable, have been uttered in an oracular manner : and
it has been thown, that it is partly difficult for a city to have good laws ; and
that partly, if what we have fpoken of fhould take place, it would happen
the moft rapidly of all things, and in the fhorteft time.

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. Let us therefore now endeavour, adapting thefe things to your
city, like old men to boys, to fathion laws in difcourfe.

Crin. Let us endeavour to do this, and no longer delay.

GuesT. But let us invoke Divinity in conftituting the city. And may he
hear, and hearing be prefent with us, in a propiticus and benevolent manner,
adorning, in conjun&ion with us, the city and the laws !

CLIN. May he, therefore, come !

GuEesT. But what kind of polity have we in our mind to impart to the city?

Crin. Inform me yet more clearly what you wifh to fay ; whether it is a
certain democracy, or oligarchy, or ariftocracy, or a royal government.
For we do not think that you will fpeak of a tyranny. ‘

Guest, Come, then, which of you is willing firft to anfwer me, and de-
clare which of thefe is the government of his country ?

MEcirL. Is it more juft that I, who am the elder, fhould fpeak firft ?

CLin. Perhaps fo.

Mecir.. When I confider then, O gueft, the polity in Lacedzmon, I can-
not tell you what it ought to be called ; for it appears to me to be fimilar to a
tyranny. For the power of the ephori in it is wonderfully tyrannical.
Though fometimes it appears to me to be the moft fimilar of all cities to a
democracy.  But yet, again, not to fay that it is an ariftocracy is perfe@ly
abfurd.  ‘There is alfo a kingdom for life in it, and which is faid to be the
moft antient of all kingdoms, both by all men and by us. 1 therefore,
being thus {uddenly atked, cannot, as 1 have faid, definitely inform you
which of thefe polities it is.

CriN. Itoo, O Mecgillus, appear to be affeed in the fame manner as
yourfelf.  For I am perfe@ly doubtful which of thefe I thould call the po-
lity in Cnoffus,

VOL. II. P GuUESsT.
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GuesT. For you, O'moft excellent men, truly participate of polities ; but
thofe which are now fo called are not polities, but habitations of cities, in
which one part is fubjeét to the dominion of another, and each is denomi-
nated from the power of the defpot. But if a city ought to be denominated
after this manner, it is fit that it thould be called by the name of a divinity,
who 1s the true ruler of thofe that are endued with intelle&.

Crin. But who is this God ?

GuesT. Shall we then for a little while make ufe of a fakle, in order
that we may unfold in a becoming manner the obje& of our inquiry?
Will it not be proper to dofo?

Crix. By all means.

GuEesT. A long time then prior to thofe habitations of cities which we
have before difcuffed, a certain government and habitation is faid to have
fubfifted under Saturn *; a government extremely happy, and of which the
prefent ariftocracies are an imitation,

Meocir. It is proper, as it appears, to attend to this vehemently.

Guest. It appears {o to me ; and on this account I have introduced it into
our difcourfe. )

Megir. It is well done: and you will aét very properly by proceeding
with the fable as far as is neceffary to your defign.

GuesT. I fhall do as you fay. We learn, then, from the report of the
blefled life of the inhabitants of that time, that they poffeffed all things in
abundance, and fpontaneoufly produced ; of which the following is faid to be
the caufe: Saturn, well knowing (as we have already obferved) that no
human nature, when endued with abfolute dominion, is fo fufficient to it~
felf as not to be filled with infolence and injuftice, in confequence of un-
derftanding this, placed over our cities, as kings and governors, not men, but
dzmons of a more divine and excellent kind ; juft as we do at prefent with
flocks of fheep and herds of tame cattle. For we do not make oxen go-
vernors of oxen, nor goats of goats ; but we ourfelves rule over them, as
being of a better race. In a fimilar manner this God, who'is a lover of
mankind, placed over us the race of demons, as being more excellent than
our fpecies.  But thefe taking care of our concerns, with great facility both

* Saturn is a deity with an intelle@ual chara@eriftic.—See the Notes to the Cratylus.
4 to
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to themfelves and us, imparted to us peace and thame, liberty and abundance
of juftice, and rendered the human race exempt from fedition, and happy.
This our prefent difcourfe, therefore, employing truth, afferts, that fuch cities
as are not governed by a divinity, but by fome mortal, will never be exempt
from evils and labours: but it is of opinion that we ought, by al poffible
means, to imitate the life which is faid to have been under Saturn; and that,
being obedient to as much of immortality as is inherent in our nature, we
thould govern both publicly and privately our houfes and cities, calling law
the diftribution of intelleé&t. For, if cne man, or a certain oligarchy, or de-
mocracy, poflefling a foul afpiring after pleafures and defires, and requiring
to be filled with thefe, but not being able to retain them, fhould be tor-
mented with an infatiable vicious difeafe ;—fuch a one, when governing
cither acity or an individual, would trample on the laws ; and, as we juft now
faid, under fuch a dominion there could be no poffibility of obtaining fafety.
But it is neceflary to confider, O Clinias, whether we ought to be perfuaded
by this difcourfe, or not.

Crin. Itis neceffary that we fhould be perfuaded.

GuesT. You underftand, therefore, that they fay there are as many fpecies
of laws as of polities. But we have already related how many fpecies of
polities there are faid to be by the multitude. Nor fhould you think that
our prefent inquiry is about fomething vile, but that it is about a thing of
the greateft moment. For, to what the juft and the unjuft ought to look,
again becomes to us a thing of an ambiguous nature. For they fay that the
laws ought not to look either to war, or to the whole of virtue, but rather
to that which is advantageous to the fubfiftence of a polity, fo that it may
always govern, and never be diffolved: and they fay that the definition of
the juft will thus be naturally beautiful.

CriN, How?

GuesT. Becaufe it is advantageous to that which is more excellent,

Crin. Speak yet more clearly.

GuesT. That which has dominion, fay they, always eftablithes the laws
in a city. Is not this what they fay?

Crin. You fpeak truly,

GuesT. Do you think, therefore, fay they, that ever at any time, whe-
ther the people are viftorious, or any other pohty, or a tyranny, he who

P 2 cftablithes
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eftablithes the laws will voluntarily eftablith them, looking to any thing
elfe in the firft place than his own advantage, viz. the ftability of his
dominion ?

CriN. For how fhould he?

Guest. He, therefore, who tranfgrefles thefe laws when eftablithed,
will be punifhed by the lcgiflator (who will denominate his laws juft) as
a&ing unjuftly.

Crin. It appears fo.

GuesT. This, therefore, will always be the cafe, and in this manner the
juft will fubfift.

CLiN. According to this dorine it will be fo.

GuesT. For this is one of thofe iniquities which take place about govern-
ment.

CrinN. What iniquities ?

GuesT. It is one of thofc which we then confidered when we difcourfed
about governors and the governed. And we then faid, that parents ought
to rule over their progeny, the older over the younger, the noble over the
ignoble ; and other things, in fhort, fome of which, if you remember, were a
hindrance to others, among which this was one. We likewife mentioned
that Pindar faid, it was both according to nature and juft that the moft
powerful thould lead.

CriN. Thefe things, indeed, were then faid.

GuesT. But confider to what perfons our city ought to be committed.
‘For a circumftance of this kind takes place ten thoufand times in ccrtain
cities.

€rin. Of what kind?

GuesT. When a conteft about dominion happens, thofe who are vito-
rious fo vehemently ufurp the affairs of the city, as not to communicate
any part of the government to the vanquithed, nor to their progeny;
always being carcful left any one of thefe, if invefted with authority, fhould
caufe an infurretion, through a remembrance of the evils which he had
formerly fuffered. At prefent, we doubtlefs fay, thofe are ncither poli-
ties, nor upright laws, which are not eftablithed in common for the fake of
the whole city. But thofe who eftablith thefe for the fuke of any parts of
the city, we denominate feditious, but not citizens; and we fay that tl:le

things
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things which they call juft arc called o by them in vain,  But thefe things

are aflerted by us on this account, becaufe we fhall not give your city any

magiftrate who is rich, or who poflefles any thing elfe of this kind, fuch as

ftrength or magnitude, or illuftrious birth ; but we fhall give it one who will

be moft obedient to the legiflator, and who will {furpafs all in the city in this

refpe@.  We likewife fay that the greateft attention to the worfhip of the

Gods muft be attributed to the firft in power ; the fecond degree of atten-

tion to him who is fecond in authority ; and that every thing confequent to

this muft be diftributed in an orderly manner. But thofe that are called

governors I have now denominated fervants to the laws, not for the fake of
innovation with refpe@ to names, but becaufe I think that the city will ob-

tain fafety from this more than from any thing; and that by negle@ing it
the contrary will take place. For I fee that deftraftion hangs over that
city in which law does not govern the magiftrates, but magiftrates the law.

But in that city in which the law pofleffes abfolute dominion over ‘the

governors, and the governors are flaves to the law, I behold fafety, and

fuch other goods as the Gods impart to cities. -

CLiN. By Jupiter, it is fo, O gueft! For, through your age, you per-
ceive acutely. ‘

MeciL. For every man, while he is young, perceives thefe things ob-
tufely ; but, when old, moft acutely.

Crin. Moft true.

GuesT. But what is next to be done? Ought we not after this to con-
fider the inhabitants of our city as having arrived, and being prefent, and to
finifh the remaining part of our difcourfe to them?

CriN. Undoubtedly.

GuesT.. Let us, therefore, thus addrefs them : Divinity *, O men, ac-
cording

* Plato here, as it is well obferved in the Greek Scholium on this place, by Divinity, means
the Demiurgus of the univerfe; and, by the antient faying, appears to allude to thefe Orphic
verfes : :

Zevs apgny Zevs preaaay diog 3 en mavta TetueTa.
Zevg mwobuny yaung Te At ovpavdv RITEPOEVTIS

i. €. ¢ Jupiter is the beginning and the middle; and all things werc fabricated from Jupiter.

Jupiter is the profundity of the earth, and of the Rarry heavens.” He is the beginning, indced,
‘ as
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cording to an antient faying, containing in himfelf the beginning, end, and
middle of all things, bounds by a circular progreffion that which is direc
according to nature. But juftice always follows him, the punifher of thofe
who defert the divine law, and which will be followed in a humble ang
compofed manner by him who intends to be happy in future. But he who
is elevated by arrogance, either becaufe he excells in riches or henours, or in
the form of his body, having his foul inflamed with infolence in addition to his
youthfulnefs and privation of intelle&, as one who is not in want either of
a governor or a leader, but is himfelf {ufficiently able to lead others,—fuch
a one is left deflitute of divinity. But being thus left deftitute, and meet-
ing with others fimilar to himfelf, he exults, at the fame time caufing a
general confufion. And to many, indeed, he appears to be a perfon of con-
{equence ; but in no long time afterwards, fuffering an unblameable pu=
nithment from juftice, he entirely {ubverts himfelf, his houfe, and his
country. Since thefe things, therefore, are thus difpofed, what ought a
prudeat man to do, or to think, and from what ought he to abftain, both
in acion and thought?

CrIN. It is evident, that every man ought to think how he may be of
the number of thofe who follow divinity.

GuEesT. What alion, therefore, is friendly to and attendant on divi-
nity ? One indeed, and which poflefles an antient reafon, is this, that the
fimilar will be friendly to the fimilar which is moderate ; but that the im-
moderate are neither friendly to each other nor to the moderate. But
divinity, indeed, is in the moft eminent degree the meafure to us of all
things, and much more, as it is faid, than any man. He, therefore, who
becomes friendly to a nature of this kind muft neceffarily become fuch to
the utmoft of his power. But, according to this reafoning, every temperate
man is a friend to divinity, for he is fimilar to him. But the intemperate
man is diffimilar, different, and unjuft; and other things from the fame

as the producing caufe; but the end, as the final caufe of the univerfe. He is the middle, as
being equally prefent to all things, though all things participate him differently. DBut by zhat
abich is dire? according to nature, Plato fignifies defert according to jultice, and undeviating
energy, and as it were by ooe rule. And by a circular progreffion, he fignifies the eternal, and
that which is perpetually after the fame manner, and according to the fame ; for circulation in
fenfibles poffeffes this property. See the Notes on the Cratylus, for a further account of Jupiter.

reafoning
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reafoning will take place in a fimilar manner. But we fhould underftand
that which is confequent to thefe things, and which in my opinion is the
mof? beautiful, and THE MosT TRUE * of all affertions, that for a good man
to facrifice to and be converfant with the Gobs, is of all things the moft
beautiful, the beft, and the moft ufeful to the poffeffion of a happy life; and
-that, befides this, it is i the higheft degree becoming ; but the contraries of
thefe things naturally happen to the vicious man. For the vicious man is
unpurified in his foul, but the centrary chara@er is pure. But to receive
gifts from one who is defiled, can never become either a good man or a
God. In vain, therefore, do the unholy beftow much labour about the
Gods; but fuch labour is moft opportune to all holy men. Such then is the
fecope which we ought to regard. What therefore fhall we fay the arrows
are, and what the impulfe by which they will be moft properly dire¢ed?
In the firft place we muft fay, that he who after the Olympian Gods, and
thofe who prefide over the city, honours the terreftrial Gods, by attributing
to them things even, fecondary, and on the left hand, will in the moft
proper manner reach the mark of picty. But to the Gods fuperior to thefe
he will attribute things according to the odd number, and diffonant to the
particulars we have juft now mentioned. But after thefe Gods a wife man
will celebrate the orgies of deemons, and after thefe of heroes. In the next
place, ftatues muft follow of the houfehold Gods, which muft be feverally
facrificed to according to law. After thefe things, fuch honours as are law-
ful muft be paid to living parents, For to thefe the firft, greateft, and
moft antient of all debts are to be paid. For every one ought to think,
that the whole of his poffeflions belongs to thofe by whom he was begotten
and educated, and -‘that he ought to fupply their wants from thefe to the
utmoft of his power; beginning in the firft place from his external poffef-
fions ; in the fecond place, fupplying them from thofe of his body; and,
in the third place, from thofe of his foul : imparting all thefe, in order to
difcharge the debt which he owes his parents for the care they have be-

* This paffage, among many others in the writings of Plato, fufficiently proves that philofopher
to have been a firm believer in the religion of his country ; and that he did not fecretly defpife
it, as has been afferted with.no lefs impudence than ignorance by certain fophiftical priefts,
whofe little foul (in the language of Julian) was indeed acute, but faw norbing with a vifion
healthy and found,

ftowed
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ftowed upon Fim, and the pangs of labour which his mother formerly
endured on his account.  Ie muft fupport them too in old age, when they
want affiftance in the highcft degree. It is likewife requifitc through the
whole of life to fpeak of our parcnts in the moft honourable manner, be-
caufe therc is a moft heavy punifhment for light and winged words. For
Nemefis, the angel of juftice, is the infpe€or of all men in things of this
kind. It is neceflary, thercfore, to be fubmiffive to them when they are
angry and full of rage, whether their anger fhows itfelf in words or in
deeds, as not being ignorant that a father may very properly be angry with
his fon, when he thinks that he has been injured by him. But, on the
death of parents, the moft decent and beautiful monuments are to be raifed
to them ; not exceeding the ufual magnitude, nor yet lefs than thofe which
our anceftors ereted for their parents. Every year, too, attention ought to
be paid to the decoration of their tombs. They ought likewife to be con-
tinually remembered and reverenced—and this with a moderate expenfe,
adapted to the condition of. our fortune. By always a&ing, therefore,
and living in this manncr, we fhall each of us be rcwarded according to
our deferts, both by the Gods and thofe natures {uperior to our own, and
thall pafs the greateft part of our life in good hope. But the courfe of the
laws themfelves will thow in what manner we ought to behave towards our
offspring, relations, friends, fellow-citizens, and ftrangers, fo as to conduét
ourfelves pioufly towards all thefe, and render our life pleafant, and
adorned according to law ; and this it will accomplifh, partly by perfuading,
and partly by punithing through violencc and juftice, fuch manners as will
not fubmit to perfuafion; and thus, through the favouring will of the Gods,
will render our city blefled and happy. But what a legiflator whofe con-
ceptions are the fame as mine ought neceffarily to fay of thefe things, but
which cannot be adapted to the form of law, it appears to me an example
fhould be prefented, both to the legiflator and thofe to whom he gives
laws; and that, having difcuffed what remains to the utmoft of our ability,
we thould after this commence the thefis of laws. Such things, indeed, cannot
be eafily comprehended in one defeription, fo as to explain the manner in
which they fubfift ; but we may thus be able to affert fomething ftable
refpeéting them.

CLiN. Inform me how.
GuUEsT,
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GuesT. I thould with them to be obedient to virtue : and it is evident
that the legiflator thould endeavour to accomphfh this in the whole of legif-
lation.

Crin. Undoubtedly.,

GuesT. What has been faid, therefore, appears ‘to me to contribute
fomething to that end; fo that, if the foul of the hearer is not pe:itceétly
favage, it will attend with greater mildnefs and benevolence : hence, though
we fthould not accompllfh any.great but a finall matter, by rendering the
hearer more benevolent, and by tlns means more docile, we ought to be
perfe&ly fatisfied. For facility is rare, nor is there an abundance of thofe
who cndeavour to become the moft worthy charalers in the greateft degree,
and in the thorteft time. But many proclaim Hefiod to be wife for affert-
ing that the road to vice was fmooth, and eafy to be pafled through, as
being very fhort: ¢ but (fays he) the immortal Gods have placed {weat
before virtue, and the road which leads to it is long and arduous, and, at firft,
rough ; but, when we arrive at the fummit, the path which before was diffi-
cult becomes eafy .

CLIN. And it appcars to be well faid.

Guest. Entirely fo. But I am willing to explain'to you the intention of
my difcourfe.

Crin. Explain it then,

Guest. We will thus therefore dire@ our difcourfe to the legiflator.
Inform us, O legiflator, whether, if you knew what we ought to do and
fay, you would not fay fo?

Crin. He ncceflarily would.

GuesT. Did we not a little before hear you faying, that a'legiflator ought
not to fuffer poets to fay juft what they pleafed ? For they are ignorant that,
when they affert any thing contrary to the laws, it will injure‘the city.

Cr.in. You fpeak truly.

GuesT. But if we fhould thus fpeak to hlm refpecting the poets, fhall
we liave fpoken moderately ?

Crin. On what account do you afk this queftion ?

GugesT. There is an antient faying, O legiflator, which is common among

* HeGod. Op. et Di. lib. i.
VOL. II. Q ‘ . us,
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us, and is confirmed by all other nations, that a poet, when he fits on the
tripod of the mufe, is not in his right fenfes, but, like a fountain, readily
pours forth the influx which he has received : and that, his art being imita-
tive, he is often compelled, when reprefenting men that are contrary to each
other, to contradi himfelf; and does not know whether thefe things, or
thofe, are true. But a legiflator muft not aé& in this manner in law, viz.
he muft not affert two different things about one thing, but always make
one affertion about one thing. And you may perceive the truth of this from
what you have juft now faid. For, fince of fepulchres fome exceed, others
are deficient, and others are moderate, you, having chofen the laft of thefe,
bave ordered them to be adopted, and have fimply praifed them. But I, if
my wife was remarkably rich, and fhould order me to bury her, I would
celebrate in a poem her magnificent fepulchre : but a parfimonious and poor
man would praife a tomb which was, in fome refpe@ or other, deficient ;
and he who is moderately rich would praife a moderate fepulchre. But it
is not proper that you thould only fpeak of the moderate as you did juft
now, but that you fhould inform us what the moderate is, and how far it
extends ; for otherwife you will not as yet underftand that a difcourfe of
this kind is a law.

CLiN. You fpeak moft true.

Guest. Whether, therefore, will he who prefides for us over the laws
order nothing of this kind in the beginning of the laws, but immediatcly
inform us what ought to be done, and what not, and, having appointed a
fine, will turn himfelf to the eftablithing of another law, adding nothing of
exhortation and perfuafion to the promulgators of the laws? Juft as different
phyficians cure in a different manner. But we will recall to our mind the
methods which they employ ; that, as boys entreat the phyfician to cure them
in the gentleft manner, fo we may implore the legiflator to cure us by the
mildeft means. That I may explain, however, what I mean—we fay that
fome are phyficians, and others the fervants of phyficians; and thefe laft we
likewife call, in a certain refpeét, phyficians, Do we not?

CriN. Entirely fo.

GuesT. And do we call them fo, whether they are free, or fervants,
who, through the orders of their mafters, have acquired the art of medi-

cine, both according to theory and experience, but are not naturally phyfi-
. 6 ) cians
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cians like thofe who are frce, who have both learnt the art from themfelves,
and inftru@ed their children in it?  Or do you confider thefc as forming
two kinds of phyficians ?

Crin. Why fhould T not ?

GuesT. Do you, therefore, underftand, that when in a city both fervants
and thofe who arc free are fick, fervants are for the moft part cured by fer-
vants, who vifit the multitude of the fick, and are diligently employed in
the difpenfatories ; and this without cither afligning or receiving any reafon
refpe@ing the feveral difeafes of the fervants, but what they have found by
experience to be efficacious they tyrannically preferibe for their patients, as
if they poffeffed accurate knowledge ; and thus, in an arrogant manner,
hurry from one difcafed fervant to another; by this mean facilitating their
mafter’s attention to the fick # But the freeborn phyfician, for the moft part,
heals and confiders the difeafes of thofe who are freeborn; and this, by ex-
ploring the difeafe from the beginning, and proceeding according to nature ;
converfing both with the fick man and his friends, and, at the fame time,
learning fomething himf{clf from the fick, and teaching him fomething, fo as
not to order him to do any thing till he has perfuaded him of its propriety.
But after this he always endeavours, in conjun&ion with perfuafion, to lead
him in a gentle manner to health, Which of thefe appears to be the better
phyfician and exercifer, he who in this manner heals and exercifes, or he who
in that? He who accomplithes one power in a twofold manner, or he who
accomplifhes it in one way, aund this the worfe and more ruftic of the two?

Crin. The twofold method, O guefl, is by far the more excellent.

GuEsT. Are you willing, therefore, that we thould confider this twofold
and fimple method as taking place in the eftablithment of laws?

CrLin. How is it poffible I fhould not be willing ?

Guest. Inform me then, by the Gods, what the firft law will be which
the legiflator will eftablith. Will he not firft of all adorn by his mandates
the principle of the generation of cities ?

Crin. Undoubtedly,

Guest. But are not the mutual mixture and communion of marriages
the principle of generation to all citics ?

Crin. Undoubtedly.

Q2 GUEST,
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Guest. Nuptial laws, therefore, being firft of all eftablithed, they will
appear to be well eftablithed with refpeét to the re@itude of every city.

CLin. Entirely fo.

GuEest. We will, therefore, firft of all fpeak of the fimple law, which,
perhaps, will fubfift in the following manner. Every one fhould marry
from thirty to thirty-five years of agc; but he who did not fhould be fined
both with mouney and difgrace ; with money to a certain amount, and with
difgrace of this or that particular kind.  Iet this then be the fimple law re-
{pe&ing marriages ; but let the following be the twofold law. Every one
thould marry from thirty to thirty-five, confidering, at the fame time, that
the human race participates from a certain nature of immortality, of which
every oue is naturally defirous in the extreme. For the endeavour of man-
kind not to remain after death without a name is a defire of this kind. The
human race, therefore, is fomething connate with the whole of time, follow-
ing and being covjoined with it to the end, becoming immortal by leaving
children of children, and participating of immortality through being one
and the fame by generation. For a man willingly to deprive himfelf of this,
is by no mcans holy. But he intentionally deprives himfclf of this who neg-
le@s children and wife. He, therefore, who is perfuaded by this law fhall
be liberated from the punithment of a fine. But he who is not obedient to
it, and who is not married when he is thirty-five years of age, fhall be fined
every year a certain fum of money, that his {olitary life may not appear to
be profitable and pleafant to him ; and that he may not partake of thofe
honours which the younger in a city pay to the elder. Thefe laws being
compared with cach other, it will be poffible to judge of every particular law,,
whether it ought to be double, and of the fmalleft extenfion, on account of
mingling threats with perfuafions ; or whether, alone employing threats, it
thould become fimple in length, _

MEcG1L. Agreeably to the Laconic mode, O gueft, the fhorter ought
always to be preferred. But if any one fhould order me to become a judge of
thefe writings, I fhould, if it were left to my choice, adopt the longer law
for a city. And according to this paradigm, if thefe two laws were pro-
pofed, I thould choofe the fame refpe@ing every law. It is, however, pro-
per that the laws which we have now inftituted thould be approved by

Clinias ;
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Clinias ; for the city belongs to him for whofe ufe thefe laws have been
conceived by us,

CLiN. You fpeak well, O Megillus.

Guest. To pay great attention, therefore, either to prolixity or brevity
of writing is foolith in the extreme. For I think that the beft writings,
and not the longeft or the thorteft, arc to be preferred.  But, in the laws
which we have juft now fpoken of, the one is not by the double alone more
conducive to virtue than the other; but that which we faid refpe@ing the
twofold kind of phyficians was moft properly adduced. This, however,
no legiflator appears at any time to have coufidered. For, as it is pof-
fible to ufe two things in the eftablithment of laws, viz. perfuafion and force,
they alone employ one of thefe in managing the crowd who are void of
erudition.  For they do not mingle perfuafion with force, but alone employ
unmingled violence. But I, O blefled man, perceive that a third thing alfo
thould take place refpeting laws, but which is not at prefent adopted.

Crin. Of what are you fpeaking?

Guest. Of fomething arifing, through a certain divinity, out of things
which we have now difcuffed. For we began to fpeak about laws in the
morning, and it is now noon; and, repofing in this all-beautiful retreat, we
have difcourfed of nothing elfe than laws. And we appear to me to have
entered juft now on the bufinefs of legiflation; but all that has been faid
before by us was nothing more than a preface to laws. But to what pur-
pofe do we fay this? It is becaufe I with to fay, that of all difcourfes, and
other things which participate of found, that is the preface, and, as it were,
prelude, which poffeffes any artificial argumentation, and is ufeful to the in-
tended difcuflion.  And, indced, of the laws, as they are called, of the ode
belonging to the harp, and of every mufe, prefaces precede which are won-
derfully elaborate.  But of true laws, which we fay are political, no one has'
cver at any time led forth into light a preface either fpoken or written 5
as if there were not naturally any fuch thing. But our prefent converfation
appears to me to fignify that there is one. The laws, however, which we
juft now called twofold, are not fimply {o ; but the law, and the preface of the
law, are a certain two. However, that which we affimilated to a tyrannic
mandate, and to the mandates of fervile phyficians, is mere, or unmingled,

law. But that which was faid prior to this, and was called perfuafive, was.
i
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in reality perfuafive, but, with refpet to difcourfe, had the power of a preface.
For, that the mandate of the legiflator, which is law, might be received more
benignantly, and, through this, in a more docile manner, the whole of that
difcourfe, which was calculated to perfuade, was introduced by me. Hence,
according to my decifion, that difcourfe is a preface, and cannot properly be
called a difcuffion of law. But, after this, what is it I am defirous thould be
faid by me? It is this: that a legiflator ought to introduce prefaces prior to
all laws, and prior to each particular law, fo far as they differ from each
other, in the fame refpe& as the two which we have juft now mentioned.

CriN. For my part, I thould never exhort a man {killed in thefe things to
eftablifh laws in any other manner.

GuesT. You appear, therefore, to me, O Clinias, to fpcak well, fo far as
you fay there thould be a preface to all laws ; and that, on commencing the
bufinefs of legiflation, it is requifite to prefer to every difcourfe an exordium
naturally accommodated to the feveral Jaws. For that which is to be faid
after this is not a thing of fmall importance, nor is the difference trifling,
whether fuch things are commemorated in a clear, or in an obfcure, manner.
If, therefore, we fhould order legiflators to preface in a fimilar manner about
great and fmall laws, we fhould not aét properly. For this is not to be done
either in every fong or in every difcourfe; becaufe, though it may natu-
rally belong to all, yet it is not ufeful to all. A thing of this kind, however,
is to be allowed the rhetorician, the finger, and the legiflator.

CriN. You appear to me to {peak moft true. But let us make no longer
delay, but return to our propofed difcourfe, and begin, if it is agrceable to
you, from thefe things which, nct as prefacing, were aflerted by you above.
Again, therefore, as thofc that are engaged in fports fay, let us revolve bet-
ter things from a fecond beginning, as finithing a preface, and not a cafual
difcourfe, as was the cafe juft now, Let us begin, then, acknowledging
that we preface. And the particulars, indeed, refpecting the honour of the
Gods, and reverence of our anceftors, have been fufficiently difcuffed. Let
us, therefore, endeavour to fpeak about what follows, till it fhall appcar to
you that our preface is complete.  And after this you may eutcr on the bu-
finefs of laws.

GuEesT. About the Gods, therefore, and the attendants on the Gods, toge-
ther with parents both when living and dead, we ihen fufficiently prefaced,

as
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as we now fay. With refpeét to what remains, you appear to me to order
that it fhould be led forth into light.

Crin. Entirely fo, _
GuesT. But, after thefe things, it is proper to difcourfe in common about

our fouls, bodies, and polleflions, together with ferious purfuits and re-

miffions of labour, in fuch a manner that both the fpeaker and the hearers

may, to the utmoft of their power, be partakers of difcipline. After what

has been faid, therefore, thefe things are to be truly fpoken and heard by us.
CriN. You fpeak with the utmoft rectitude.

END OF THE FOURTH BOOK.

THE
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BOOK V.

LE T every one then hear who has already heard what we have faid re-
{peting the Gods, and our dear progenitors. For, after the Gods, a man’s foul
is the moft divine of all his poffeffions, as being his moft intimate property.
But a man’s poffeffions are in evéry refpect twofold. And the more excellent,
and the better, poffefs dominion, but the inferior, and worfe, are fubjeé& to
command. ‘The former, therefore, are always to be honoured before the
latter. Hence, I properly exhort every man, when 1'fay that he ought to
honour his own foul in the fecond place, after our lords, the Gods, and their
attendants. But, in fhort, no one honours his foul properly, though he
appearstodo fo. For honour is, in a certain refpe@, a divine good : but
nothing evil is honourable. He, therefore, who thinks that he enlarges his
foul by certain difcourfes or gifts, when, at the fame time, he does not render
it better than it was before, appears indeed to honour it, but by no means does
fo. For every man, from his very childhood, thinks himf{elf fufficicnt to
know all things, and that he honours his foul by praifing it, and by freely
permitting it to do whatever it pleafes. But we now fay that he who a&@ts
in this manner injures, and docs not honour, his foul. And yet it is neceffary,
as we have faid, that it thould be honoured in the fecond place after the
Gods. Nor does he honour it who docs not confider himfelf as the caufe
of his own errors, and of his numerous and mighty vices, but lays the blame
upon others, and is alwayé careful to exonerate himfelf. Such a one appears,
indeed, to honour it, though this is far from being the cafe: for he injures
it.  Nor does he in any refpe honour his foul who gratifies himfelf with
pleafures contrary to rcafon, and the praife of the legiflator: for he dif-
honours it, by filling 1t with vice and repentance. Nor yet does a man

honour
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honour his foul, when he does not ftrenuoufly endure labours that are
praifed, fear and pain, but finks under them: for by doing all thefe things
he dithonours his foul. Nor, again, does he honour his foul, who thinks
that to live is a thing in every refpeét good: for by fuch a conception he
dithonours it.  For he affents to him who thinks that every thing in Hades
pertaining to the foul is bad; nor does he oppofe and teach him, that he is
ignorant whether, on the contrary, the things about the Gods that dwell
there are not the greateft of all goods. Nor yet, when any one honours a
certain corporeal beauty before virtue, is it at all different from truly and
entirely dithonouring the foul.  For fuch a one falfely afferts, that the body
is more honourable than the foul. For nothing earth-born is more honour-
able than things Olympian. But he who entertains an opinion different
from this, refpeting the foul, is ignorant that he neglefs this admirable
pofleffion. Nor, again, does he adorn his foul with gifts, who defires to
poflefs riches in an unbecoming manner, or who is not grieved when he
poflefles them unjuftly ; but fuch a one entirely fails of accomplifthing this,
For he gives up that which is honourable, and at the fame time beautiful,
in his foul, for the fake of a little gold ; when at the fame time all the gold,
which is both upon and under the earth, is in no refpeé of equal worth
with virtue. In fhort, he who is not willing, by all poffible means, to
abftain from fuch things as the legiflator ranks among the bafe and vicious,
and to purfue to the utmoft of his power fuch things as he places among
the good and beautiful, does not perceive that, in all thefe things, he renders
his foul, which is a moft divine poffeflion,” in the higheft degree dithonour-
able ‘and bafe. For, in fhort, no one confiders what is the greateft punith=
ment of evil condu@ ; which is the becoming fimilar to vicious men.  But
he who becomes fimilar to them avoids good men and good affertions,
feparates him{clf from the good, becomes agglutinated to the vicious, and
earneftly defires their converfation. But, in confequence of intimately
affociating with thefe, he muft neceffarily do and fuffer fuch things as
they naturally do and fay to each other. Such a paffion, therefore, is not
juttice (for the juft and juftice are beautiful), but punithment; this being a
paffion attendant on injuftice, of which both he who is a partaker, and he who
does not partake, are miferable :—the one, becaufe he is not cured; but
the other, becaufe, while many are faved, he perithes.  But, that I may fum
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up the whole, our honour confifts in following things of a more excellent
nature, and in rendering fuch things as are worfe, but yet are capable of
being made better, as good as poffible.  No pofleffion, therefore, belonging
to a man is more naturally adapted to fly from evil, and to inveftigate and
choofe that which is the beft of all things, than foul; nor, when it has
chofen, to affociate with it in common for the remaiuder of life. On this
account, it muft be honoured in the fecond degree. But every one will
underftand, that the third honour according to nature is that of the body.
It is however requifite to contemplate thefe honours, and to confider which
of them are true, and which adulterated. And this is the bufinefs of
a legiflator. But he appears to me to announce, what, and what kind of
honours thefe are ; as, that the body is honourable, not when it is beautiful,
or ftrong, or {wift, nor yet when it is large or healthy, (though under thefe
circumftances i appears to be*fo to many,) nor wheun it has the contraries
of thefe, But thofe things which, being in the middle, touch upon the
whole of this habit, are by far more moderate and fafe. For the formei
render the foul arrogant and confident, but the latter humble and fervile.
The like takes place with refpect to the poffeflion of riches and property
of every kind. For the poffeflion of each of thefe, in a tranicendent degree,
produces hatred and fedition, both among cities and individuals. But
flavery is for the moft part the confequence of a deficiency of thefe. No
one, therefore, thould apply himfelf to the acquifition of wealth for the fuke
of his children, that he may leave them rich in the extreme: for this will
neither be better for them, nor for the city. For the property of young
men, which is neither attended with adulation, nor indigent of things
neceffary, is the moft harmonious, and the beft of all.  For, fymphonizing
and harmonizing with us in all things, it renders our life free from pain,
It is proper, therefore, to leave children, not abundance of gold, but of
modefty. But we think that we thall accomplifh this by reproving impu-
dent young men. ‘This, however, is not to be accomplifhed by exhorting
young men in the manner adopted at prefent,—I mean, by telling them that
they ought to'be modeft in every thing; but a prudent legiflator will rather
advife old men to behave modeftly before youth, and above all things to take
care that no young man, at any time, either fees or hears them doing or
faying any thing bafe. For, where old men are void of fhame, there young

) men
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men muft neceflarily be moft impudent ; fince the moft excellent difcipline,
both of young and old, confifts, not in admonifhing, but in acting through
the whole of life agrceably to the admonitions of others. But he who ho-
nours and venerates the whole of his kindred, who participate of the fame
blood, and the fame houfehold Gods, will defervedly find thofe Gods propis=
tious to him in the procreation of children. Aud befides this, he will obtain
the benevolence of his friends and aflociates through life, who confiders the
attention which they pay him greater and more venerable than they do, but
his own kindnefs towards them lefs than they do. But he will by far behave
in the beft manner, both towards his country and fellow citizens, who pre-
fers the glory of being fubfervient to the laws of his country, to conqueft
in the Olympian games, and to all warlike and peaceful contefts; and who
is {ubfervient to them in the moft becoming manner through the whole of
life. The affociations, too, with firangers fhould be confidered as things moft
hely,  For nearly all the crimes of ftrangers towards ftrangers are more no-
ticed by avenging Deity than thofe of citizens towards each other. For, 3
ftranger being deftitate both of companions and kindred is an obje@ of
greater commiferation both to men and Gods. He, therefore, who is more
capable of taking vengeance is morc readily difpofed to give affiftance. But the
hofpitable deemon and divinity of every one, being the attendants of hofpitable
Jupiter, are capable of taking vengeance in the moft eminent degree. Every
one, therefore, who is endued with the leaft portion of confideration, fhould
be very fearful through the whole of life of a&ing in an inhofpitable manner.
But, of all crimes which are committed both towards ftrangers and natives,
thofe are the greateft which are committed towards fuppliants.  For the Di-
vinity with whom the fuppliant forms a covenant, becomes eminently the
guardian of him in his affliGtion. So that no one who injures fuppliants
will go unpunifhed. 'And thus far we have nearly difcufled the duties of
children towards their parents, of a man towards himfelf, and the things
belonging to himfelf ; likewife of his duty towards his country, friends, kin-
dred, ftrangers, and fellow citizens. It now follows that we fhow what
qualities a man ought to poflefs fo as that he may pafs through life in the
moft becoming manner ; and fo that, not law, but praife and blamc, inftru&-
ing every one, they may by thefe means be rendered more benevolent and
obcdlcut to thofe who are about to cftablifh laws. And thefe ar¢ the things
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which after this muft be fubje&s of our difcourfe. But truth is the leader of
every good both to Gods and men : of which he who in futurity will be bleffed
and happy, muft participate from the beginning, that for the greateft part
of time he may pafs through life in truth. For fuch a one is faithful. But
he is unfaithful who is a friend to voluntary falfehood. And he whoisa
friend to involuntary falfehood is deprived of intelleét: neither of which is
an obje& of emulation. For he who is unfaithful and void of difcipline is
unfriendly., And in progrefs of time, his charaéter being known, near the
end of life there is prepared for him the grievous folitude of old age. So
that, whether his affociates and children live or not, he nearly leads, in either
cafe, an orphan life. Indeed, he is honourable who aés in no refpe& un-
juftly : but he who does not fuffer the unjuft to aét unjuftly, deferves more
than double the honour of the former charaéter. For the former is of equal
worth with one man, but the Jlatter, with many men; fince he announces
to the governors the injuftice of others. But he who punifhes injuftice, in
E:onjun&ion with the governors, to the utmoft of his power, fucha one will
be proclaimed a great and perfe& man in the city ; for he will be vi€orious
invirtue, It is proper alfo to give the fame praife to temperance and pru-
dence. And he who poffefles other goods, and is not only able to poffefs
them himfelf, but to impart them to others, is to be honoured as one who
has attained the fummit of excellence. But he who is not able to accomplith
this, and yet is willing, is to be ranked in the fecond place: and the envious
man, and he who will uot impart any good for the fuke of friendfhip, are to
be blamed. We ought not, however, to dithonour the pofleflion on account
of the poffeflor, but thould endeavour to obtain it with all our might. Every
one too fhould contend with us for virtue, without envy. For every cha-
ralter of this kind enlarges cities, in confequence of ftriving himfelf, and
not impeding others through calumny. But the envious man, while he
thinks te furpafs cthers by detraétion, tends lefs himfelf to true virtue, and
renders thofe who mutually tend to it defpondent, by blaming them unjuitly.
Hence, depriving the city of ftrenuous exertions in the acquifition of virtue,
he, at the fame time, leffens its renown. It is proper, befides, that a man
thould be ardent in every thing, and particularly that he fhould be mild.
For it is impoffible to avoid the unjuft actions of others, which are either
difficult to be cured, or are entirely incurable by any other means than con- -
6 teft,
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teft, defence, viftory, and by fuffering no remiffion in punifhment.  But

it is impoffible for any foul to accomplith this without generous ardour.
With refpe& to fuch unjuft ations as are curable, it is requifite to know,
in the firft place, that no unjuft man is voluntarily unjuft. For no one
would, at any time, willingly poffefs any of the greateft evils, and much
lefs in thofe things refpc&ting himfelf which are moft honourable. But foul,
as we have faid, is in reality in all things the moft honourable. No one,
therefore, would at any time voluntarily receive the greateft evil in that
which is moft honourable, and live through the whole of life poflefling
it. But the unjuft man, and he who is vicious, are in every refpe@ mife-
rable. It is proper, however, to pity him who is capable of being cured,
and to reftrain our anger againft him, left, by an effeminate effervefcence of
anger, we fhould exhibit all the bitternefs of wrath. But it is requifite to
employ anger againft thofe who are incontinently and incurably bad. Hence,
we have faid that every good man ought to be ardent, and at the fame time
mild. But an evil, which is the greateft of all evils, is implanted in the
fouls of many men, which (every one pardoning himfelf) they do not de-
vife any means of avoiding, And this is what is ufually faid, that every
man is naturally a friend to himfelf, and that it is proper a thing of this
kind ought to be. But, in reality, a vehement love of felf is to every man
the caufe of all his errors. For he who loves is blind with refpe& to the
obje& of his love. So that he who thiuks he ought always to be honoured
in preference to truth, judges of things juft, good, and beautiful, in a de-
praved manner.  For it is proper that he who is deftined to be a great man
thould neither love himfelf, nor the things pertaining to himfclf, but that he
fhould love juft aCtions, whether they are accomplithed by himfelf or by an-
other. In confequence of this error, every man’s ignorance appears to
himfelf to be wifdom. Hence, in thort, though we do not know any thing,
we arc of opinion that we know all things. But, not permitting others to
do that of which we ourfelves ate ignorant, we are compelled to err from
their condu@. On this account every man ought to avoid the vehement
love of himfelf, and to follow one better than himfclf, without paying any
attention to thame. There are alfo certain lefler things, which are often faid,,
and which, as they are not lefs uleful than what has been already aflerted,
it is proper, recolle@ing ourfelves, to mention. For, as if fomething was
always
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always flowing away from us, it is neceflary that, on the contrary, there
thould be a perpetual influx of fomething. But recolleétion is an influx of
prudence which had deferted us. It is proper, therefore, to reftrain unbe-
coming laughter, and that every man fhould announce to every man the
propriety of concealing all joy and forrow, and of keeping the body in a
becoming habit, whether the dmon of any one eftablithes him in felicity,
or whether his fortune is fuch that he is obliged, with demons opppofing him,
t0 engage in altions of an elevated and arduous nature. But it is proper always
to hope for thofe things which divinity imparts to the good ; and when we
are opprefled with heavy labours, we fhould hope that Divinity will diminith
their weight, and change the prefent condition of our circumftances into
one more favourable ; and with refpeét to good things, the contraries of thefe,
that they will always be prefent with us, with good fortune. With thefe
hopes every one ought to live, and with the recolle@tion of all thefe things;
not with a parfimonious recolle@ion, but always, both ferioufly and i fport,
perfpicuoufly reminding each other and ourfelves of thefe particulars. And
now we have nearly faid all that is proper refpe@ing thofc divine dutics
which every one ought to perform, but we have not yet fpoken concerning
human duties. It is, however, neceffary fo to do: for we fpeak to men,
and not to Gods. But pleafures, pains, and defires, are naturally in the
higheft degree human, from which it is neceffary that the whole mortal ani-
mal thould, with the greateft earneftnefs, be fufpended. And it is requifite
to praife the moft becoming life, not only becaufe in its form it exccls in
glory, but becaufe, if any onc is willing to tafte of it, and not when a youth
to fly from it, he will alfo excel in that which we all are in fearch of, I mean
the poffeflion of more joy than forrow through the whole of life. That this
will clearly be the cafe, if any one taftes of it in a proper manner, will readily
and vehemently be apparent ; but how this may be accomplithed, and whe-
thér it is inherent in us naturally, or contrary to nature, it is requifite now to
confider. We ought, however, to confider one life compared with another,
the more pleafant and the more calamitous, in this manner. We wifh that
pleafure may be prefent with us, but we neither choofe nor with for pain.
And we never wifh for a middle condition inftead of pleafure, but we defire
it in preference to pain. We alfo wifh for lefs pain with more pleafure, but
we do not defire lefs pleafure with greater pain. But we can clearly thow

that
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that we are unwilling to poffefs each of thefe in an equal manner. All thefe
both differ and at the fame time do not differ in multitude and magnitude,
in intenfity, equality, and fuch things as are contrary to all thefe, with re-
fpe& to the choice of each. And as thefe particulars are thus circumftanced,
we with for that life in which many of both thefe greatly and vehemently
fubfift, but in which pleafures tranfcend ; but we do not defire that life in
which the contraries to thefe are inherent. Nor, again, do we with for that
life in which a few of thefe, of a trifling and folitary nature, fubfift, and in
which afli¢tive circumftances tranfcend ; but we defire that life in which
the contraries to thefe are found. However, as we have faid before, we
ought to confider that life as fubfifting in an equilibrium, in which thefe pof~
fefs cqual power. For we defire the life which furpaffes in the things with
which we are pleafed; and we are unwilling to poffefs that which exceeds
in the contraries to thefe. But it is neceflary to confider all our lives as na-
turally bound in thefe; and befides this, what the things are which we na-
turally defire.  If, therefore, we fhould fay that we wifh for auy thing be-
fides thefe, we muft fay that it is through an ignorance and unfkilfulnefs in
lives, What then, and of what kind are thofe lives, in preferring which
it is neccffary that he who perceives what is the obje& of defire, and volun-
tary, and what are the contraries to thefe, thould prefcribe a law to him-
{elf, that thus having chofen that which is friendly, pleafant, the beft, and
the moft beautiful, he may lead the moft blefled life poffible to man? We
call then one life temperate, another prudent, another brave; and we rank
in the fourth place a healthy life. We likewife eftablith four other lives
contrary to thefe, viz. the imprudent, the timid, the intemperate, and the
difeafed. e, therefore, who knows what a temperate life is, will aflert
that it is mild in all things, and that it imparts quiet pains, quiet pleafures,
placid defires, and loves not infane; but that an intemperate life is impe-
tuous in all things, o that it imparts vehement pains, vehement pleafures,
ftrenuous and furious defires, and the moft infane loves. Butin a temperate
life the pleafurcs furpafs the pains, and in an intemperate life the plea-
fures arc furpafled by the pains, in magnitude, multitude, and denfity. Hence,
the one of thefe lives is neceffarily more pleafant to us, according to nature,
but the other is more painful. And nature does not permit him, who wifhes

to live pleafantly, to live voluntarily in an intemperate manner. But it is
evident,
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evident, if what we have now aflerted is right, that every intemperate man
is necefarily unwillingly fo. For the vulgar every where live indigent of
temperance, either through the privation of difcipline, or throngh incon-
tinence, or through both, The fame things are to be confidered rcfpe&mg
a difeafed and healthy life : as, that they poffefs pleafures and pains, but that
the pleafures furpafs the pains in a healthy life, but the pains the pleafures
in difeafes. Our will, however, in the choice of lives, does not confent

" that pain may tranfcend pleafure ; but we judge the life in which it is fur-
pafled to be more pleafant. And we fay that the temperate man poffeffes
in every refpet things fewer, lefs, and more attenuated than the intempe-
rate, the prudent than the imprudent, the brave than the timid; and that
the one furpafles in pleafures, but the other in pains; fo that the brave man
furpaffes the timid in pleafures, and the prudent the imprudent. And, in
fhort, the life which participates of virtue, either pertaining to the body or
the foul, is more pleafant than the life which participates of depravity ; and
befides this, it tranfcends other lives in beauty and re@itude, in virtue and
glory ; fo that he who poffeffes it lives more happily than he who pofleffes
the contrary life, in every refpedt, and totally. Here then let the preface to
laws end.

But, after the preface, it is neceffary that law fhould follow ; or. rather,
according to truth, the laws of a_polity are to be written. As, therefore,
things which are woven are not all woven from the fame threads, but there
is a difference in the quality of the threads, for fome are more firm and
ftrong, but others fofter and of a more yielding nature ; in like manner itis
neceflary to judge of thofe that have great dominion in cities, and thofe that
act only in every thing from trifling difcipline. There are, however, two
forms of a polity : the one, the cftablithment of governors ; the other, that
which gives laws to the governors themfelves. But prior to all thefe things
it is neceflary to confider as follows : When a fhepherd and herdfman, on=
who takes care of horfes, and others of this kind, engage in their refpetive
offices, they never attempt to take any care of them till they have firft admi-
niftered a purification adapted to each of them. And, befides this, choofing out
the healthy and the fick, the nobleand the ignoble, they fend the former to
other herds, but take care of the latter; confidering that otherwife their
labour would be vain about thofe bodies and fouls which a depraved nature

and



THE LAWS, 129

and aliment have corrupted; fince, without feparating in each of thefe
herds the healthy and difeafed manners and bodies from each other, they
would perith by contagion. The attention, however, which is paid to
other animals is indeed lefs, and is alone worthy to be mentioned for the
fake of an example. But the legiflator ought to pay the greateft attention
to men, and thould inveftigate and aflert that which is accommodated to
every one, both refpe@ing purification and all other actions. For that
which concerns the purification of a city thould fubfift as follows: As there
are many purifications, fome of them are eafy, but others difficult; and he
who is both a tyrant and a legiflator may be able to ufe fuch purifications
as are difficult, and fuch as arc the beft, But the legiflator who eftablithes
a new polity and laws without the affiftance of a tyrant, may rejoice, if he
is able to purify with the mildeft of purifications. The beft purification is
however painful; juf as thofe medicines which unite juftice with punith-
ment, produce at length in the offending party either exile or death. For
it is cuftomary to free the city from thofe men who have perpetrated the
greateft crimes, when they are found to be incurable, and have in the
greateft degree injured the city ; but with us the following is a milder puri-
fication, For thofe that through want of food readily offer themfclves to
certain leaders, in order to affault thofe that are not in want, thefe, as being
naturally the difeafe of a city, thould be benignantly feut away *, under the
honourable appellation of a colony. Every legiflator, therefore, thould do
this in the beginning of his legiflation. But more difficult things than
thefe happen to us at prefent. For it is not neceffary to devife at prefent
either a colony or any feleét purification : but as if there was a conflux of
water, partly from fountains and partly from torrents, into one lake, it is
neeeffary to obferve how the confluent water will be moft pure; partly by
drawing, partly by deducing it into another channel, and partly by divert-
ing its courfe. But labour and danger, as it appears, are to be found in
every political eftablithment. However, fince we are now engaged in dif-
courfe, and not in adtion, our fele&tion is accomplithed, and purification

* The laws of Plato, being perfely equitable, confider the good of the offender in the punifh-
ments which they enjoin, and not the gaod of the community alone; but our laws, efpecially in
crimes pertaining to” money, alone confider the good of the community. This is one-among
many of the bancful cffets of commerce,
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takes place according to our defire. For, having by every kind of perfua-
fion, and for a fufficient length of time, examined thofe evil men who en-
deavour to enter our city in order to govern it, we thall forbid their entrance,
But we fhall admit the good, rendering them benevolent and propitious to
the utmoft of our power. The felicity, however, which has happened to us
ought not to be concealed. For, as we fay that the colony of the Heraclidz
was happy, becaufe it efcaped the dire and dangerous ftrife refpecing the
divifion of land and the difcharge of debts, about which a city of the antients
being compelled to give laws, it did not permit any thing to be immove-
able, nor yet after a manner was it poflible for any thing to be moved; in
like manuer, the fame thing appcars nearly to have happened to us. But,
in fhort, prayer alone remains, and a trifling mutation cautioufly and flowly
'made in a great length of time; fo that, in thefe mutations, the citizens,
together with many debtors, will poflefs abundance of land, with which
they will give affiftance to many, humanely imparting their land to the indi-
gent, and contenting themfelves with moderate pofleffions. They will
likewife confider poverty as confifting, not in a diminution of property, but
in an infatiable defire of acquiring more. For this is the greateft beginning
of fafety to a city ; and upon this, as a ftable foundation, every politic orna-
ment, which is accommodated to an eftablithment of this kind, may be
raifed. But when this mutation is debile, no political a&ion will after-
wards be eafily accomplifhed by the city. This, indeed, as we have faid, we
thould avoid ; but, at the fame time, it may more properly be faid, that, if
we do not aveid it, we thould fhow by what means this flight may be ac-
complithed. We fay then, that it is to be accomplifhed by cultivating juftice,
and banifhing the defire of gain: but, befides this, there is no other, either
broad or narrow, paffage for flight. Let this then be eftablithed by us as a
prop of the city. For it is neceffary that the pofleflions which the citizens
prepare for themfelves thould be blamelefs ; or, that thofe fthould defift from
advancing any further in the acquifition of property, who have an antient
enmity towards each other, and who participate but a fmall degree of intel-
le@. But thofe to whom Divinity imparts, as it does to us at prefent, the
eftablithment of a new city, in which the inkabitants have no enmity to-
wards each other,—if through the diftribution of land and habitations hatred
thould arife among them, —in this cafe it will net be human ignorance, but

ignorance
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ignorance accompanied with every vice. What then will be the mode of
proper diftribution? 1n the firft place, the quantity of the number ought to
be determined. In the next place, it fhould be agreed into how many
and what kind of parts the diftribution to the citizens thould be made. In
the third place, the land and habitations fhould be diftributed equally, in the
moft eminent degree. But the quantity of the multitude cannot otherwife
be properly affigned than by paying attention to the land and cities of the
neighbouring inhabitants, And the land, indeed, fhould be as much as is
fufficient to afford nutriment for {o many moderate men ; but of more than
this there is no occafion. But the number of thefe moderate perfons fhould
be fufficient to defend themfelves againft the incurfions of their unjuft neigh-
bours, and likewife to give affiftance to their neighbours when injured.
Having then confidered thefe things, we may be able to define both a&ually
and verbally the land and the neighbouring inhabitants. But now, for the
fake of a {cheme and defcription, that the thing itfelf may be accomplithed,
our difcourfe proceeds to legiflation, The number of the hufbandmen, and
thofe that defend the diftribution of the land, fhould be five thoufand and
forty, this being a number adapted for the purpofe. In like manner the land
and the habitation fhould be diftributed into the fame parts, fo that the
man and his portion of land may accord in diftribution. And in the firft
place, indeed, the whole number fhould be divided into two parts, and
afterwards into three. It is likewife naturally capable of a divifion into
four, five, and {o in fucceffion as far as to ten. Thus much, indeed, ought
to be underftood by every legiflator refpefting numbers ; I mean, that he
fhould underftand what, and what kind of number will be moft ufeful to
all cities., But we fay that that number is beft adapted for this purpofe,
which poffeffes in itfelf many diftributions, and thefe orderly difpofed. For
every number is not allotted fections into all things. But the number five
thoufand and forty, both for the purpofes of war and peace, for all con-
ventions and communions, for tributes and diftributions, cannot be cut into
more than one of fixty parts; but you may continue the divifion of it from one
as far as to ten. Thefe things, however, ought to be more firmly con-
fidered at leifure, by thofe to whom they are committed by the law ; for
they cannot fubfift otherwife than in this manner. But it is neceffary that
they fhould be mentioned to the founder of a city, for the fake of what

5 2 follows,
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follows. For, whether any one eftablifhes a new city from the begiuning,
or whether he reftores an antient one that has perithed,—if he is endued with
intelle¢t, he will not attempt to make any alterations in any thing which
ought to be performed refpecting the Gods, their temples, and their facred
concerns, or the names of certain Gods or demons, which ought to be
given to temples ; whether thefe ceremonies are derived from Delphi, or
Dodona, or Ammon, or from certain antient difcourfes, by which fome
perfons have been perfuaded ; or whether they have been the refult of di-
vine vifions and infpiration. For, in confequence of being perfuaded of their
truth, the antients eftablifhed facrifices mixed with myftic ceremonies;
whether thefe originated from the natives themfelves, or whether they are
of Tyrrhene, or Cyprian, or of any other origin. But, from thefe antient
difcourfes and rumours, they confecrated ftatues, altars and temples, and
placed each in a facred grove.* In all thefe the legiflator fhould not make
the fmalleft innovation ; but fhould attribute to each of the parts, a God, a
damon, ora certain hero. And in the diftribution of the land, he fhould
in the firft place fele@ a portion for illuftrious groves and other facred pur-
pofes, {o that the inhabitants of each of the parts, affembling at ftated times,
may with facility prepare themfelves for their refpe@ive employments, fo
as during the facrifices to aflociate benevolently with and recognize each
cther.  For nmothing is more advantageous to a city than jfor the ciiizens
10 be known lo each other ; fince, where each has no Light in the manncrs of
each, but darknefs *, there ncither honours nor governors are firofierly apfioint-
ed, nor can any one obtain, in a becoming manner, the juflice which is due
10 bim. But every man, one towards one, ought carneftly to endeavour in
all cities, that he may never appear infincere to any one, but may be always
artlefs and true, and that, being fuch, no other perfon may deceive him. But
the throw which follows this, in the eftablithment of laws, like that of
chefs-men, according to the proverb, from a temple, fince it is unufual, may
perhaps caufe him who hears it at firft to wonder. But to him who has rca-
foned upon, and tried it, it will appear that the city will thus, in the fecond
place, be inhabited in the beft manner. Some one, however, perhaps, will
not approve of this city, becaufe it does not employ a tyrannic legiflator. It

’ As in London, and all great modern cities.
will,
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will, indeed, be moft proper to fpeak of the beft polity, and likewife of a
fecond and third, and then leave it to every one’s option to choofe that
which pleafes him the moft. We therefore fhall aét in this manner; and,
after we have fpoken of a polity which is firft, of one which is {econd, and
of another which is the third iu virtue, we fhall leave it to the option of
Clinias, and any other who may be prefent at the feleftion of thefe, to at-
tribute to his country whichever of them he pleafes. The firft city and
polity, therefore, and the beft laws, fubfift there where through the whole
city that antient proverb takes place in the moft eminent degree, that all
things are common among friends. This then muft be afferted, whether it
nmow is or ever was adopted, that women, children, and all poffeflions
thould be common ; and that private property thould by all poffible means
be exterminated from life, Things too which are private by naturc thould
every where, as much as poflible, become common ; fuch as the eyes, the
cars, and the hands. For fceing, hearing, and aéting, fhould be empioyed
for common advantage. In like manner, all men fhould praife and blame
the fame things, rejoice in and be affliGted with the fame circumftances,
and as much as poffible adopt fuch laws as will unite the city in the moft
eminent degree. No one can eftablith any bound of virtue more tranfcen-
dently proper than this, The inhabitants of fuch a city, whether they are
Gods * or fons of the Gods, by living together in this manner, will lead a
joyful life.  On this account it is not proper to confider any other paradigm
of a polity, but, infpe@ing this, we ought to explore fuch a one to the ut-
moft of our power. But this, which is the fubject of our prefent difcuffion,
if it thould fubfift, would moft nearly approach to immortality. And if it
does not rank in the firft, it certainly will in the fecond place. However, if
Divinity is willing, we will after this difcufs the polity, which is the third
in order.  Let us now then confider the nature of this polity, and how it
may be eftablithed. In the firft place, land and houfes fthould be diftributed
tothem, and they thould not be fuffered to cultivate the ground in common;
fince a thing of this kind is greater than their generation, nutrition, and
education will admit. Laund, however, and houfes, thould be diftributed to-

* Viz Gods according to fimilitude. - For, as intellect is called a God by Plato, according to
union, aad foul according to participation, fo the moft exalted chara ers among men are called
by him Gods according to fimilitude. °
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them with this intention, that cach may confider the portion allotted him,
as common to the whole city. But, .this region being their country, they
ought to reverence it in a greater degree than children their mother; for,
being a goddefs, fhe is the fovereign miftrefs of mortals. The fame fhould
be our ﬂconceptions of the indigenous Gods and dazmons. But that thefe
things may fubfift in this manner, through the whole time, the following
particulars are to be confidered: As many Veflal hearths as are diftributed
to us at prefent, fo many ought always to be diftributed, and neither more
nor fewer in number. But a thing of this kind will be firmly eftablithed in
every city, if every one always leaves that child to whom he is moft attach-
ed, the only heir of his allotted portion, his fucceflor, and cultivator of the
Gods, of his race, his country, of the living, and the dead. But thofe who
have more children than one fhould for this purpofe portion the females
according to the eftablithed faw; but commit the males to the care of thofe
citizens that have no children of their own, and this in a very benevolent
manner. However, if benevolence is wanting, or each of the citizens has
a numerous progeny of male or female children, or on the contrary but a
few children, owing to the barrennefs of the women, then that greateftand
moft honourable governor whom we have eftablithed, muft confider what is
proper to be done in either of thefe cafes, and, whether there is an abun-
dance or a defe& of children, muft devife fome method by which five thoufand
and forty habitations alone may always remain. But there are many
methods by which this may be accomplithed. For procreation may be re-
ftrained, which is the caufe of this abundance; and, on the contrary, by
diligent attention, an increafe of oftspring may be obtained, when it is re-
quifite.  For what we are fpeaking of may be accomplithed by honour and
difgrace, and by the admonitory difcourfes of the old to the young, Latftly,
every defe@ arifes from the number of five thoufand and forty houfes not
being preferved. But, if our city thould have a fuperabundance of citi-
zens, through the familiarity of thofe that dwell together, and by this
means it fhould be opprefled with poverty, that antient device muft be
adopted which we have often mentioned, that a friendly colony thould be
fent from friends; for it appears that this will be advantageous to the city.
But if, on the contrary, at any time an inundation of difeafes, or the ravages
of war, thould reduce the citizens to a lefs than the eftablithed number, fuch

6 citizens
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citizens as have been educated in an adulterated manner are not to be volun-
tarily admitted to fupply the place of thofe that are wanting. But it is faid
that even Divinity is not able to force neceflity. We thould fay, therefore,
that our prefent difcourfe fpeaks in an exhortatory manner as follows: O
beft of all men, who honour according to nature fimilitude and equality,
famenefs, and general confent, never relax in honouring thefe, both accord-
ing to the number, and all the power of things beautiful and good. And, in
the firft place, preferve through the whole of life the above-mentioned
number. Inthe next place, do not defpife the moderate elevation and mag-
nitude of the poffcflions which were firt diftributed to you, by buying and
felling with each other, For, If you a& in this manner, neither Divinity,
the diftributor of your allotted portion, nor the legiflater will be your affo-
ciate in war. For now the law announces in the firft place, that he who is
willing to receive the allotted portion fhall receive it, but that he who is un-
willing fhall be deprived of it : and this, becaufe in the firft place the land
is facred to all the Gods; and in the next place, becaufe the priefts and
prieftefles pray during the firft, fecond, and third facrifices, that both the buyers.
and fellers of allotted houfes and lands may be properly difpofed in fuch
tranfadtions.  But they fhould write on cyprefs monuments in temples, for
the benefit of pofterity. And befides this, for the purpofe of preferving
thefe, they fhould commit them to the care of that magiftrate who appears.
to have the moft acute vifion, that thofe may be dete@ed who aét fraudu-
lently, and that he who is difobedient both to law and divinity may be
punifhed. But, according to the proverb, no vicious man will ever under-
ftand how much all cities will be benefited by ating in the manner we:
have prefcribed, but he only who is fkilful and of equitable manners. In
this city there is no ardent purfuit of gain; nor is it lawful for any one to
apply himfelf to the acquifition of illiberal wealth, becaufe the difgraceful
mechanic art, as it is called, which is employed for this purpofe, fubverts:
liberal manners. Riches, therefore, are not to be accumulated by any fuch
means. Befides this, another law follows all thefe, which forbids any pri-
vate perfon the pofleffion of either filver or gold. But becaufe there is- daily
occafion for money for the fake of commutation, which is nearly neceflary
to artificers, and ‘to all thofe that have fimilar wants, in order to pay the
wages of mercenaries, fervants, and hufbandmen—for the fake of thefe

things
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things we permit the ufe of money in the city, but order it to be fuch as
may be honoured by our citizens, but defpifed by other men. For the fake
of war, indeed, and travelling to otlier countries, as when ambaffadors arc fent
to foreign nations, or for fome other neceflary purpofe, the city thould poffefs
a quantity of the common coin of Greece. But when any neceffity obliges
a private perfon to leave the city, having begged permiffion of the magif-
trates, he fhall be fuffered to depart; but the foreign coin, which he poi-
feffes on his return, he fhall change for that of his own countrv. And irf
any one is detefted converting the money of another city to his own private
ufe, fuch money thall become public property. Ile who has been an eye
witnefs of fuch condu, but has not divulged it, fhall be difgraced, and pay
the fame fine as he who endeavourcd to enrich himfelf with foreign coin.
Befides, no one fhall be permitted to give or receive a marriage portion, nor
to depofit money with a man who cannot be trufted, nor to put money out
to ufe. And it fhall be lawful for him with whom mouney is depofited at
intereft, to pay neither intereft nor principal. That a condu& of this kind
is beft for a city, will be rightly judged by him who always refers thefe par-
ticulars to the intention of the legiflator. But we fay that the intention of
a politician who is endued with intelleét, is not that which the multitude
fay is the intention of a good legiflator,—I mean, that the city may be greater
and richer than others, and that it may for the moft part have dominion
over the land and fea. To which they add, that he who eftablithes laws
properly, ought to wifh that the city may be the beft, and the moft happy.
But of thefe, fome are capable of taking place, but others not.  The legit-
lator, therefore, will wifh that the potfible, but he will not with that the
impoffible, may take place. For in the latter cafe his with would be vaing
neither, therefore, would he attempt it.  For itis nearly ncceffary that they
thould be happy, and at the fame time worthy. This then will be the ob-
je&t of his with, But it is impoflible that they fhould be rich in the extreme,
and at the fame time good; I mcan rich in the vulgar acceptation of the
word. For the vulgar call thofe rich, who being few in number pollefs
a great quantity of money, which even a bad man may poffefs. If this be
the cafe, I fhould never grant them, that a rich man, who is not at the
fame time worthy, can be truly happy. But I affert that it is impoffible a
man can be at the fame time eminently good, and cminently rich.  Some

one,
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one, however, may perhaps fay, Why not? Becaufe we fay, The poffeflion
which is obtained both from juft and unjuft condu& is more than double of
that which is alonc juftly obtained ; and that the expenfes which are neither
becoming nor bafe arc doubly lefs than thofe which are becoming,
and which are performed in a becoming manner. He, therefore, who
aés in a contrary manner will never be richer than him who acquires more
than double, and fpends lefs than half.  But of thefe, the one is worthy,
but the other not worthy, becaufe he is parfimonious.  Sometimes, indeed,
this latter character is perfectly vicious; but, as we have juft now faid, is
never good.  For be who receives both juftly and unjuftly, and fpends nei-
ther juftly nor unjuftly, is indeed rich, becaufe he is parfimonious : but he
who is perfe@tly vicious, as being for the moft part prodigal, is cxtremely
poor. And he who fpends in a becoming manner, and alone acquires juftly,
will never at any time become remarkably rich, nor vet exceffivelv poor ;
{o that our afertion is right, that very rich are not good men.  But, if they
are not good, they arc not happy. With us, however, the cftablithment of
laws looks to this, that the citizens may become moft happy, and in the
higheft degree friends to each other.  But the citizens will never be friends
where there is much judicial controverfv and unjuft trantaQions with each
other, but where the leaft of thefe is found., We have faid too, that there
ought to be neither gold nor filver in the city, nor yet an anxious purfuit of
gain through mechanical arts and ufury, or bafe cattle, but that wealth
fhould be acquired from fuch things as agriculture imparts and atfords ; yet
in fuch a manner, as that it may not compel the citizens to negleét thofe
things for the fake of which riches are defired @ but thefe are the foul and
body, which without gymnaftic and the other difciplines will never be of any
worth,  On this account, we have faid more than once, that an attention to
moncy ought to be honoured in the laft place.  For, fince all the concerns in
which cvery man is ferioufly engaged are three, an attention to riches properly
ranks in the laftand third place: but the concerns of the body pollets the mid-
dles and thofe of the foul the firft place. And, indeed,the polity which we are
now confidering will be governed by proper laws, if it diftributes honours in
this manner. But if any one of the laws which are cftabhifhed in it thall appear
to prefer the health of the body to temperance, or riches to both health and
temperance, it will appear to be improperly eftablithed. A legiflator, therefore,
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ought often to fignify his intention to the people in this manner: I am de-
firous that this particular thing thould take place, which if it does, my in-
tentions will fucceed ; but if it does not, they will be rendered fruftrate. And
thus, perhaps, he might both liberate himfelf and others from the burthen
of legiflation ; but never by any other means. He, therefore, who receives
an allotted portion fhould poflefs it on the conditions we have mentioned.
But this will take place in a becoming manner, when each perfon who be-
comes an inhabitant of the colony poffefles every thing elfe equally. Since,
however, this is not poffible, but one coming to fettle in it will poffefs more
money, and another lefs, it is requifite, for the fake of many advantages,
and of equality in the city, that property thould be unequally poffeffed:
that, in confequence of cach receiving magiftracics, tributes, and diftribu~
tions, according to the honour annexed to each, and not according to his
own virtue only, and that of his anceftors, nor yet according to the ftrength
or beauty of his body, but receiving thefe equalized as much as pofiible, viz.
unequally, but commenfurably diftributed, they may not difagree with cach
other. For the fake of thefe things, itis requifite that there thould be four
divifions in magnitude of pofleffions ; and that thefe fhould be called firft,
fecond, third, and fourth divifions, or fhould receive fome other appellations :
fo that, both when they remain in poffeffion of the fame property, and when
they become moft rich from being poor, or poor from being rich, each may
pafs to the pofleflion of property accommodated to each, For this purpofe,
1 fhall lay down the following fcheme of law :

We fay, that in a city which in future is to be void of that greateft dif-
eafe, which may be more properly called difcord, or fedition, none of the
citizens thould either be extremely poor, or extremely rich: for both thefe
produce both. It is therefore now requifite that a legiflator thould fay what
is the bound of each. Let, then, the bound of poverty be the honour of the
allotted diftribution, which ought to be ftable, and which no magiftrate, nor
any one who loves honour for the fake of virtue, will ever {uffer to become lefs
to any one. The legiflator, eftablifhing the meafure of thefe diftributions,
will permit the double, triple, and quadruple of this to be poffefled. But,
if any one poffeffes more than thefe, whether they are found, or beftowed, or
procured by mechanical arts, or poffefled by any other fuch like fortune,—
if he imparts what remains to the city, and to the Gods, the guardians of the
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city, he will a&t in a blamelefs and laudable manner. But he who accufes
one that is not obedient to this law fthall obtain the half of his pofleffions ;
and, at the fame time, the half of the accufer’s property thall be dedicated
to the Gods. An account too fhall be openly given, in writing, of all fuch
property as furpafles the allotted portion, to the magiftrates who are ap-
pointed guardians by law, that all the judgments refpe@ing riches may be
ealy and extremely clear. In the next place, the city ought to be built as
much as poffible in the middle of the country, and in a place poffeffing other
things accommodated to the city, which it is not difficult to underftand and
relate.  After this, it thould be divided into twelve® parts, the temple of
Vefta, Jupiter, and Minerva, being firft of all raifed under the appellation of
the Acropolis, or tower of the city. This temple thould be circularly en-
clofed; and from this enclofure, the city and all the region thould be divided
into twelve parts. But the twelve parts ought to be equalized in fuch a man-
ner, that the portion of the prolific land may be fmall, but that of the un-
prolific great: and the allotted portions fhould be five thoufand and forty.
Again, each of thefe thould receive a twofold divifion. The two divifions,
likewife, fhould be affociated allotments, and each thould participate of the
near and remote diftributions, viz. the divifion near the city thould commu-
nicate with that which is fituated in its extremity ; that which is at the fecond
diftance from the city, with that which is the fecond from its extremity ; and
after this manner with all the reft. It thould likewife be fo contrived in the
twofold divifions of which we are now fpeaking, refpeéting the fecundity
and barrennefs of the region, that there fhould be an equality of diftribution
in multitude and paucity. It is likewife neceflary that the ftreets thould be
divided into twelve parts, and, indeed, every other pofleffion, equality being
preferved in the greateft degree, and a defcription made of every particular,
After this, the twelve allotments fhould be attributed to the twelve Gods;
each allotted portion being denominated after, and confecrated to, its pre-
fiding deity, and called a tribe. The twelve fe€tions too of the city ought
to be divided in the fame manner as the reft of the region, viz. fo that each
fe@ion fhall have two habitations, one near the middle, and the other near

* The reafon why Plato adopts this divifion is, becaufe the number 12 is an image of all-per-
fe&t progreffion, being compolfed from the multiplication of 3 by 4, both which numbers, accord-

ing to the Pythagorcans, are images of perfetion.
T2 v the



140 : THE LAWS.

the extremity. And thus much refpe@ing the habitations. This, however,
we ought by all means to confider, that all the particulars which we have
juft now fpoken of will never fo opportunely concur as they have happened
to do in our difcourfe ; and that the inhabitants will not be indignant at living
together in this manner, but will be fatisfied with their allotted and moderate
portion of wealth through the whole of life. The procreation too of chil-
dren will take place with each in the manner we have mentioned : and they
will be deprived of filver and gold, and other things, which it is evident,
from what has been faid, the legiflator will forbid. Befides this, the habi-
tations will be circularly enclofed in the middle of the city and the region, as
we have mentioned above, All which particulars have nearty been afferted
by us as dreams : and we have fathioned, as it were, from wax a certain city
and citizens. But thefe particulars in a certain refpeét have not been badly
afferted, It is now proper, therefore, to attend to the legiflator, addrefling
us in the following manner:—You muft not confider me, O friends, as ig-
norant that what has been now faid has been after a manner truly afferted.
But I think it will be moft juft in each of the following particulars, that he
who exhibits a paradigm, according to whofe fimilitude that which he wifhes
to accomplith fthould be formed, ought not to omit any thing which is moft
beautiful and true. And he to whom it is impoffible fomething of thefe
thould happen, fhould defift from attcmpting to accomplith this; but he
thould devife fome means by which he may produce that which is moft
proximate and allied to thefe; and fhould permit the legiflator to bring his
wifh to an end. This being done, he thould confider, in common with him,
which of the abovementioned particulars contributes, and which is adverfe,
to legiflation. For even an artificer of the moft trifling thing ought every
where to produce a work in confent with itfelf, if he wifhes to obtain praife
for its execution. But now, after the diftribution of the twelve parts, we
fhould confider, that fince thefe twelve parts contain in themfelves many
diftributions, and things confequent to, and produced from, thefe, as far
as to five thoufund and forty ; whence they poflefs tribes, and towns, and
ftreets, warlike orders and difcipline, money, dry and wet meafures, and
weights ;—all thefe the law thould eftablith commenfurate and according
with each other. Befides this, we ought not to fear left we thould be thougl:t
to beftow too much attention on things of a trifling nature, when we order

that



THE LAWS, 141

that no one fhall poflefs furniturc of any kind which is deftitute of the pro-
per meafure, and confider the divifions and varieties of the numbers as ufeful
to all things; to fuch particulars as are various in tnemfelves, and fuch as
receive a variety in length and depth, or in founds and motions, whether the
motions are upwards and downwards,in a right line, or circular. For the legifla-
tor, looking to all thefe, thould enjoin all the citizens to preferve this order to
the utmoft of their power.  For no one difcipline belonging to youth poffefles
fuch a mighty power, in ceconomies, polities, and all arts, as the ftudy of
numbers. And that which is greateft of all is, that this difcipline excites even
the flcepy, and thofe that are naturally ruftic, and renders them docile, of a good
memory, and fagacious ; benefiting them, by a divine art, beyond what their
own nature is able to accomplith. All which things, when they are poffefled
fufficiently and ufefully, illiberality and avarice being extirpated from the
mind of their poffeffor, become beautiful and properly adapted ftudies: but,
when thefe are not extirpated, inftead of wifdom they fecretly produce that
which is called craft; as we fee at prefent is the cafe with the Egyptians,
Pheenicians, and many other nations, through the illiberality of their pur-
fuits and poflcffions; whether things of this kind were occafioned by
a depraved legiflator, or by adverfc fortune, or by any other fimilar nature.
For, O Mecgillus and Clinias, this ought not to be concealed from us,
that there is a great difference in places *, with refpe& to producing men of a
more or lefs excellent chara&er; and that laws fhould be eftablithed accom~
modated to fuch places. For fome places, through all-various winds and

' Tt is well obferved by Proclus, ¢ that a change is produced in different nations from the places
themfelves which each inhabits; from the temperament of the air, and from habitude to the
heavens; and flill more partially from fpermatic reafons. But they moft efpecially differ accord-
ing to the gregarious government of the Gods, and the diverfities of infpeétive guardians 3 through
which (fays he) you will find colours, figures, voices, and motions changed in different places.
Hence cmigrants often change their colour and their voice, when they fettle in other countries ;
juft as plants are changed with the quality of the region, if they happen to be tranfplanted into a
foreign land.”  Aa ywwrxew 011 Toig Dagopois €7y 1 ebadAayn YWETAL MEV K@i TApA TCUS TIMOUS AUTOUS
uUs EXZTTA KATCIXNSH, Xal Tapa TS TUV QEPLY KOXTEIS, KA TAL TNV T05 TOV GUPEYOY T XEGHY) XA ETS MEPIWTEOY,
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ftorms, are inhabited with difficulty ; others through water; others through
nutriment from the earth, which not only imparts to bodies food of a more
and lefs excellent nature, but is no lefs able to accomplith this, with refpe@
to fouls, But thofe places in a country poffefs the greateft difference, in
which there are a certain divine infpiration, and allotments of deinons who
are either always propitious to the inhabitants, or the contrary. Which
things the legiflator, who is endued with intelle€t, confidering as much as it
is poffible for man to fpeculate things of this kind, will thus endeavour to
eftablith laws. And this muft be done by you, O Clinias! for, before you
caufe the city to be inhabited, you muft dire& your attention to thefe par-
ticulars,

CLIN. But, O Athenian gueft! you fpeak in an all-beautifyl manner : and,
therefore, this muft be done by me,

END OF THE FIFTH BOOK.

THE
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BOOK VI

AFTER all that has now been faid, the next thing that remains for you
to do will be the eftablithment of magiftrates in the city.

Crin. It will fo.

GuEesT. Thefe two fpecies are found to fubfift refpeing the ornament
of a polity. In the firft place, the eftablithment of magiftrates, how many
there ought to be, and in what manner they ought to be appointed. In the
next place with refpe to the laws, which are to be given to the feveral
magiftrates, what, how many, and what kind will be accommodated to each.
But, previous to choofing the magiftrates, let us mention fome particulars
pertaining to the cle@ion of them.

Crin. What particulars are thefe ?

Guest., Thefe. It muft be perfeitly evident that, fince legiflation is a
great work, he who does not appoint proper magiftrates in a well regulated
city, though the laws are well eftablithed, will find no advantage derived
from them, but abundance of ridicule ; and fuch a one will be the mean of
oppreffing the city with the moft weighty injuries and calamities.

Crrn, Undoubtedly.

Guest. We will therefore confider this, as now happening to you, O
friend, refpe@ing this polity and city. For you fee it is neceflary, that thofe
who undcrtake in a proper manner the office of magiftrates fhould from:
their youth have been fufficiently tried, as likewife their race, till the time
of clection. In the next place, that thofe who are to choofe the magiftrates
fhould be cducated in legitimate manners, fo that they may be able to judge
in a proper manner, who fhould be admitted, and who rejeéted. But with

refpeét.
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refpe& to thofe that have recently met together, as they are unacquainted
with each other, and, betides this, are void of erudition, how can they ever
be able to choofe magiftrates in a blamelefs manner ¢

CriN. They nearly never will be able.

GuEesT. But the conteft, as they fay, does not eafily admit of cxcuﬁes.
This then muft now be accomplithed both by you and me; fince you have
willingly undertaken the office of eftablithing a city for the Cretans,
and are, as you fay, the tenth in this employment ; and I have promifed to
affift you in the prefent fabulous narration. I fhall not therefore w1llu\g]y
leave this difcourfe without a head. For, wandermo- every where in this
condition, it would appear deformed.

CrLiN. You have fpoken moft excellently, O gueft.

GuesT. Let us, therefore, accomplith this to the utmoft of our power.

CriN. Let us, indeed, do by.all means as we have faid.

GuesT. Be it {o, if Divinity is willing, that in this refpet we may
vanquifh old age.

Crin. But it is reafonable to fuppofe that he is willing.

GuEesT. It is reafonable. Following him, therefore, let us attend to
this.

Crin. To what ?

GuesT. In how bold, and at the fame time dangerous, a manner our
city will at prefent be eftablithed.

Crin. To what circumftance adverting do you thus fpeak ?

GuesT. To the eafy and intrepid manner in which we have given laws
to unfkilful men, and have ordered them to receive fuch laws. Thus much,
indeed, O Clinias, is nearly perfeétly evident, even to one who is not very
wife, that no one will eafily admit thefe laws at firft. But if we wait {o
long till boys tafting of, and being fufficiently difciplined in, the laws, and
accuftomed to them, are able to give their votes in conjunétion with the
whole city, and this by a certain manner and device is properly accom-
plithed, I then fhould think that a city fo difciplined would remain after the
prefent time abundantly fecure.

CriN. It is reafonable to fuppofe this will be the cafe.

Guest. Let us confider, therefore, whether we can afford affiftance fuf-
ficient for this purpofe, For I fay, O Clinias, that the Cnoffians, far more

' " than
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than the other Cretans, ought not only to make an expiation about the
region which you have now caufed to be inhabited, but fhould be ftrenu-
oufly carcful that the firft magiftrates may be appointed as much as poffible
in the moft fecure and beft manner. In appointing others, indeed, there
will be lefs labour ; but it will be moft neceffary that the guardians of the
laws fhould be chofen with the utmoft attention.

Crin. What method then fhall we adopt in order to accomplith this ?

Guest. The following. I fay, O fons of Crete, that the Cnoffians, fince
they are the moft antient of many cities, ought to choofe in comn®n from
themfelves, and thofe that fettle with them in the fame habitation, thirty-
{even men in all; nineteen indeed of thefe from the inhabitants, but the
reft from Cooflfus itfelf. The Cnoflians thould give thefe to your city, and
thould caufe you to be a citizen of this colony, and one of the eighteen
men ; and this, cither by employing perfuafion or moderate force.

Crin. But what? Will not you, O gueft, and Megillus, partake with
us of this polity ?

GuesTt. The Athenians, O Clinias, are men of lofty thought, and fo
alfo are the Spartans, and each dwell at a great diftance. But, both by you
and the other inhabitants, every thing will be elegantly poflefled, conform-
ably to what you have juft now faid. However, in the courfe of time, and
the polity remaining, the magiftrates fhould be chofen in the following
maunner : All fuch as are capable of bearing arms, whether horfemen or
footmen, and when age has given them fufficient ftrength to cngage in war,
all thefe thould give their vote ; and the cle@ion thould be made in that tem-
ple which is confidered by the city as the moft honourable. But every one,
from whatever part of the country he may come, thould place the name
which he derived from his father, and that of his tribe and nation, written
on a f{inall table on the altar of the God. He fhould likewife, in a imilar
manner, write on it his own name. But it fhall be lawful for every one to
take away that table which does not appear to him to be properly written,
and place it in the forum, where it thall remain for not lefs than thirty
days.  After this, the magiftrates fhall expofe to the view of the whole city
three hundred approved tables 5 and in a fimilar manner the city fhall ap-
prove out of thefe whichever it pleafes. In the fecond place, they fhall
again fhow to every one a hundred chofen out of thefe: and, in the third

VoL. 11, U place,
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place, every one fhall name out of the hundred men that perfon whom he
moft approves. But the thirty-feven men fhall declare thofe to be the ma-
giftrates who are chofen by the greateft number of votes. Who, therefore,
O Clinias and Megillus, will eftablith all thefe things for us in the city,
refpeCting magiftrates, and the examination of them? Do we, therefore,
underftand, that in cities fo conftituted from the firft, there ought to be
fuch perfons, but that they will never be found among thofe that are chofen
for magiftrates ? It is however neceffary that thefe fhould not be men of a
depraved’ charaller, but of the moft exalted virtue. For the beginning,
according to the proverb, is the half of the whole work ; and all men praife
him who begins a thing well.  But, as it appears to me, the beginning is
more than the half, and that no one has fufficiently praifed it when pro-
perly accomplifhed.

CrIN. You fpeak moft properly.

GuEesT. Since, therefore, we know this, we fhould not pafs over it in
filence, and leave it involved in obfcurity. Indeed, at prefent, I have
nothing to fay refpeing it, except this one neceffary and advantageous
thing.

CriN. What is it ?

GuesT. I fay, that no one is the father or mother of this city which we
are about to eftablith, except the city which gives it inhabitants. Nor am
I ignoraut that there often has been, and will be, frife between colonies
and their parent countries. At prefent, therefore, as a child, who, though
he fometimes oppofes his parents, yet, through his indigence of education,
Joves and is beloved by them, and, always flying to his own, finds in them alone
protetion ; in like manner, I fay, the Cnoffians will be readily difpofed to
give afliftance to the new city, and the new city to the Cnoffians. I repeat
then what I have jult now faid (for there is no harm in twice faying that
which is well faid), that the Cnoffians ought carefully to attend to
all thefe particulars, and choofe no fewer than a hundred of the oldeft and
beft men out of the colony, and another hundred from the Cnoffians thems-
{elves. 1 fay too, that thefe coming to the new city fhould be careful that
the magiftrates are eftablithed according to the laws, and that they are ap-
proved of when eftablithed. When thefe things are accomplithed, the
Cnoffians thould return to Cnoffus, but the new city thould endcavour to

preferve



THE LAWS, 147

preferve and render itfelf profperous.  But the thirty-feven men, whom we
have chofcn, fhould both at prefent and in futurity attend to the following
particulars : In the firft place, they fhould eftablith guardians of the laws;
and, in the next place, of thofe writings in which every one muft give an
account to the magiftrates of the multitude of his poffeflions. The greateft
eftate thould be that of four minz ; the fecond, of three ; and the third of
two minz; but the fourth thould confift of one mina. But if any one thall
be found to poffefs more than he has given an account of in writing, all
fuch overplus thall become public property ; and, befides this, it fhall be
lawful for any one to accufe him as adting in neither a becoming nor legal
manner, when he is found to defpife the laws, through the love of gain,
He likewife who is defirous of accufing fuch a one fhall accufe him to- the
guardians of the laws, under the appellation. of one addicted to bafe gain.
Aud he who happens to be condemned fhall not partake of the public pro-
perty ; but, when any diftribution is made in the city, he fhall poffefs nothing
but his firt allotment. It fhall likewife be fignified in writing, that fuch a
oue is condemued as long as he lives;. and the writing thall be placed where
any one who is willing may read it. The guardian of the laws fhall not
govern more than twenty years, and fhall not hold this office if he is lefs
than fifty vears of age. But, if he is fixty years old when he enters-on this
employment, he thall only govern for ten years, It fhall likewife be efta-
blithed, that he who has lived more than feventy years fhall not hold an
office of fuch great importance. Thefe three mandates, therefore, are to
be attended to, refpe@ing the guardians of the laws. But, as the laws ad-
vance, any one may order thefe men what they ought to attend to, in addi-
tion to what we have already faid.

Let us now, therefore, fpeak about the ele@ion of other magiftrates.
For, after thiefe, it is neceffary that the commanders in chief of the army
thould be chofen, and fuch as are miniftrant to thefe in war, as, for inftance,
the mafters of the horfe, the military tribunes, and thofe who orderly ar-
range the foot; and who may very properly be called, as they are in
common, governors of tribes. The guardians of the laws,. therefore, fhould
draw out. of the city the commanders of all thefe, and fhould approve all
fuch as, being of a preper age, either have been, or now are, engaged in war,

But if it fhall appear that any one of thofe who are not drawn out is better
U2 than.
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than fome one of thofe that are, it fhall be lawful to choofe the former in
preference to the latter, on condition that this preference is confirmed by
an oath; and the choice, when he is named, fhall be determined by the
greater number of votes. Three amongft thefe, who are found to have
the moft votcs, fhall be chofen as the commanders of the army, and as
thofe that are to take care of warlike concerns, juftin the fame manner as
the guardians of the laws were chofen. Thefe fhall appoint twelve praefects
of the military orders, and aflign one to cach tribe. It fhall likewife be
here lawful to prefer one who is not nominated, to one who is, in the fame
manner as was obferved refpe&ing the election of the commanders in chief.
But this affembly, before the prefefts are deliberately chofen, fhall be held
by the guardians of the laws in a place the moft holy and beft adapted for
the purpofe. Here the foot and the horfe fhall be feated feparate from
each other; and in the third place, after thefe, the reft of thofe who are
employed in warlike concerns.  And every one, indeed, fhall give his vote
in the choice of commanders in chief and mafters of the horfe. The pra-
fe@s of the bands fhall be chofen by thofe alone that carry thields, but the
commanders of tribes by all the horfe. The commanders in chief fhall
choofe for themfelves the light-armed foldiers, the archers, and the reft of
this kind. I the next place there remains for us the eftablithment of the
matfters of the horfe. ‘Thefe, therefore, muft be appointed by thofe who
appoint the commanders in chief; and the ele@ion muft be condu&ed in a
fimilar manner. But the horfe fhall give their vote, the foot being placed
oppofite to them ; and thofe two that have the moft votes fhall be the
commanders of all the horfe. Difputes about votes fhall be allowed to
take place twice; but, if any one doubts about them a third time, the votes
fhall be determined by thofe whofe province it is to fix the meafure of voting.
The council thall confift of thirty twelves; for the number three bundred
and fixty will be found accommodated to the diftributions. And it is capa-
ble of being diftributed into four parts by ninety, {o that ninety counfellors
may be obtained from cach of the divifions of land. And in the firft place
all the counfellors will neceffarily be obtained from the largeft poffeffions ;
and he who is unwilling to be chofen fhall be fined; and after information
has been given refpe@ing him, he fhall be noted. Oun the following day
the fume methed fhall be adopted with pofeflions of the fecond rank. And

on



THE LAWS, 149

on the third day, whocver is willing fhall be obtained from pofleffions of
the third order. This mode with refpe@ to three orders of pofleflions is
neceffary ; but the fourth and fmalleft pofleflion fhould be exempt from
fine, if any one whofe property is of this order is unwilling to a& as a
counfellor.  On the fourth day all thall be obtained from the fourth and
fmalleft order of poffeffions; but he who is unwilling to be chofen from
third and fourth pofleflions fthall be exempt from fine. But he who refufes
from pofleflions of the fecond and firft order fhall be fined, fo as that he who
belongs to the fecond rank fhall undergo a fine triple of the firft fine, and he
who belongs to the firft quadruple. On the fifth day the magiftrates fhall
exhibit to the view of all the citizens the names of the counfellors. Every
man belonging to thefe fhall act as a counfellor ; or, if any one refufes to at
in that capacity, he fhall be fined the firft fine. But the half of thofe that
are ele@ed out of all the poffeffions, viz. onc hundred and eighty, fhall be
chofen Ly lot as counfellors for a year. The eleflion, therefore, fubfifting
in this manner, will be a medium between a monarchical and democratic
polity, which medium a polity ought always to preferve.  For flaves and def-
pots can ncver become friends, nor the depraved and worthy, when they are
equally honoured. For, by unequal things, fuch as are equal will become
uncqual, unlefs they partake of meafure; becaufe, through both thefe, po-
lities are filled with feditions. That antient faying, indeed, being true, that
cquality produces friendfhip, is afferted with the greateft propricty and ele-
gance. But, as it is not very evident what the equality is which is able
to accomplith this, we are on this account vehemently difturbed. For, as
there arc two cqualities which have the fame appellation, but are in reality
nearly contrary to each other in many refpecs, every city and every legiflator
may fufficiently employ one of thefe iu the diftribution of honours by lot, viz.
the cquality confifting in meafure, weight, and number *; but it is not
eafy for cvery one to perceive the moft true and the beft equality.  For it
is the judgent of Jupiter, and but little of it is at all times employed by
men ; though as much of it as is employed either by cities or private per-
fons produces every good.  For it diftributes more to the greater, and

* Viz. arithmetical cquality, which takes placc when a feries of numbers have the fame com-
mon difference; as 1, 2, 3, 4, &e.oor 1, 3, 5, 7, &c.

things
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things fmaller to the lefs * ; imparting to each that which is moderate accord-
ing to the nature of each. It likewife always attributes greater honours to
thofe who are greater in virtue, but lefs to fuch as are lefs in virtue and difci-
pline; and imparts to each the becomingaccording to reafon. For this is, doubt-
lefs, always with us the politically juft itfelf; which we ought at prefent to
afpire after, and, looking to this equality, O Clinias, eftablith our now rifing
city,  Whoever, likewife, eftablithes any other city ought to give laws with
his eye direfted to this, and not to a few tyrants, or to one, or to any
ftrength of the people, but always to the juft itfelf. And this is what has
juft now been faid by us, viz. a diftribution of the equal, according to
nature, to unequal particulars. But it is, indeed, neceflary, that every
city thould make ufe of thefec two equalitics, which are fimilar in de-~
nomination, if it withes to continue entirely free from fedition. For
the equitable and the lenient judgment of the perfe& and accurate, when it
takes place contrary to upright judgment, is broken. On this account it
is, perhaps, neceflary to ufe ele@ion by lot, for the fake of avoiding the
morofenets of the multitude, and to invoke on this occafion divinity and
good fortune, and befeech them to direct the lot to that which is moft juft.
In this manner, then, it is neceffary to ufe both the equalities ; but that equa-
lity which is indigent of fortune ought to be ufed on very few occafions.
Thefe things, O friends, muft be accomplithed by the city which is to be
eftablithed on a fure foundation. But as a thip, while failing on the fea, re-
quires a perpetual guard both night and day; in like manner a city, while
fituated in the tempeft of other cities, fubje& to all-various ftratagems, and
in danger of captivity, is continually iadigent of proteétion. Hence, the
magiftrates and guardians of a city ought mutually to fucceed each other
from night to day, and from day to night, {o as that this interchange of office
may never ceafe. But the multitude is not able to accomplith any of thefe
things with celerity. It is, however, neceffary that the multitude of ths
counfellors thould be permitted to employ the greateft part of their time in
properly managing their own private affairs ; but that a twelfth part of them,

* The true equality which Plato here fpeaks of is geometric equality, which is identity of
ratio, and according to which the merits of individuals are to be eftimated ; fo that as merit is to
merit, fo fhould gift be to gift. The equality, therefore, here is that of ratio, and not of num-
ber ; as, for inftance, in the numbers 2, 4, 6, 12, which form a geometric proportion.

a diftri-
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2 diftribution being made into twelve months, fhould fucceed each other, one
by one, in the office of guardians. Thefe fhould readily attend to every
one, whether coming from the city or elfewhere, whether he withes to give
any information, or to atk refpecting thofe particulars about which a city
ought either to afk or anfwer other cities, or receive anfwers from them,
And this, for the fake of thofe all-various innovations which are always ac-
cuftomed to happen ; fo as to prevent them, as much as poffible, from not
happening ; and that, when they do happen, the city may perceive them with
the utmoft celerity, and apply a remedy. This ought always to be accom-
plithed by an aflembly of the governors of the city, together with a diffolu-
tion of the difficulties which fuddenly happen’to the city and the laws. All
thefe particulars muft be under the direcion of the twelfth part of the coun-
cil, who are to ceafe from their office eleven parts of the year. But this
part of the council ought always to defend the city in common with the
other magiftrates. And the particulars, indeed, refpeting the city, when
fubfifting in this manner, will be orderly difpofed. But what care, and
what order, muft there be of all the reft of the region? WIill it not be ne-
ceffary, fince all the city, and the whole region, is diftributed into twelve
parts, that there fhould be infpe@ors of the roads, habitations, edifices,
ports, forum, fountains, facred groves, and temples, and other things of this
kind belonging to the city ?

CriN. Undoubtedly.

Guest. We mutft {ay, then, that there ought to be purifiers of the temples,
and pricfts and pricfteffes. But that three fpecies of magiftrates ought to be
chofen for the purpofc of taking care of the roads and buildings, and the or-
naments belonging to things of this kind, and of preventing men from being
injured by each other, or by wild beafts ; and that, both within the walls and
in the fuburbs of the city, every thing may be conduéted in a proper manner.
And thofe that cake care of the abovementioned pasticulars fhould be called
zdiles ; but thofe that attend to the ornament of the forum, prafeds of the
market ; and thofe that take care of the ornament of the temples, priefts.
But the priefthood which is paternal, whether fuftained by men or women,
is by no means to be moved. If nothing of this kind bappens to none, or
but to a few, which is likely to be the cafe with the inhabitants of a new
city, then pricfls, prieftefles, and the purifiers of temples are to be appointed.

But
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But all thefe things are to be inftituted partly by cleion, and partly by lot.
In every region too, and city, the common people,.and thofe that are not
common, fhould mingle in a friendly manner with each other, that they
may be concordant in the higheft degree. The particulars, therefore, per-
taining to the priefts are to be committed to the carc of Divinity, that, as it
pleafes him, fo the lot may be referred to a divine fortune. But he who is
allotted the priefthood ought always to be examined, and proved to be in
the firt place a man of integrity, and legitimately begotten ; in the next
place, one from a pure habitation, and who is free from flaughter, and all
crimes of this kind agaiuft divine natures, and whofe father and mother have
lived with fimilar purity. The laws too relative to divinie concerns ought
to be procured from Delphi; and, interpreters of them being appointed,
thefe thould be ufed. But the priefthood fhould not be of longer continu-
ance than a year; nor fhould he be lefs than fixty years of age who is to
attend to divine concerns for us, fufficiently, according to facred laws. The
fame things arc to be cftablithed refpe@ing prieftefles. The four tribes
thould appoint thrice four interpreters ; three being taken from each tribe :
and three being approved, that are chofen by the greateft number of votes,
the other nine muft be fent to Delphi, that one may be chofen out of each
triad. But the examination and approbation of thefe, and their age, muft
be fuch as that of the priefts which was mentioned above. Thefe thould be
eftablithed as interpreters for life ; and, on the deceafe of any one of them,
the four tribes to which he belonged muft choofe another in his place.
There ought likewife to be, in each of the temples, difpenfators of the fa-
cred money, who thould poflefs abfolute authority over the facred groves,
and their fruits, and over things let out to hire: and three thould be chofen
for the greateft temples out of the three largeft pofleflions ; but two for the
fmaller temples, and one for fuch as are the moft elegant. The choice, too,
and examination of thefe fhould be made iu the fame manner as in the elcétion
of the leaders of the army. And fuch are the particulars which fthould
take place refpecting facred concerns. But the utmoft care thould be taken
that nothing is left without a guard. The guards of the city, too, fhould be
thefe : the commanders in chief of the army, the praefe@s of the military
orders, the mafters of the horfe, the governors of tribes, the difpenfators,
the infpeCtors of roads and buildings, and the magiftrates who prefide over
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the markects, when all thefe are properly chofen. The reft of the region
thould be defended as follows :—The whole region was divided by us, as
much as poffible, into twelve parts. But one tribe being allotted to each
divifion, it thould choofe every year five, as it were, infpectors of the lands,
and governors of tribes. Each of thefe fhould choofe out of his own tribe
twelve young men, not lefs than five-and-twenty vears of age, and not more
than thirty. Each of thefe fhould be allotted each part of the region for the
fpace of a month, that all of them may be fkilful and knowing in every
part of the region. But the guardians and governors fhould defend and
govern the city for the fpace of two years. And when firft they are al-
lotted their refpe@ive divifions, they fhould change their places every month,
and the governors of the guard fhould lead them to the places next in order,
and to the right hand parts in a circular progreflion. But I mean by the
right hand parts, thofe which are towards the eaft. Afterwards, in the fe-
cond year, they thould change to the left hand parts, that they may not only
be fkilled in the nature of the country for one part of the year, but may
know, for the moft part, what happens in every feafon, to every part of the
country, In the third year, five other infpeors of the land, and governors
of the guard, fhould be chofen, as curators of the twelve young men. But
the following carc fhould be beftowed in the feveral occupations in each
place. Firft, that the region may be, in the higheft degree, well fortified
againft the incurfions of the enemy; trenches being dug where they are re~
quifite, and buildings raifed for the purpofe of reftraining thofe 'who may
endeavour to injurc the country and its pofleffions. Animals {ubjeét to the
yoke, and the fervants belonging to cach place, thould be employed for this
purpofe, when they arc not engaged in their ufual refpe@ive employments ;
thofe that prefide over thefe difpofing every part of the country in {uch a man-
ner, that it may be difficult of accefs to the enemy, but eafy to friends, ani-
mals fubje& to the yoke, and cattle. They fhould likewife take care that the
waters from Jupiter* do not injure the country, but that they may rather be
ufeful to it, when defcending from lofty mountains into hollow valleys ; and
this by reftraining their courfe in edifices and ditches ; fo that, being received
and imbibed by thefe placcs, they may produce ftreams and fountains for all the

* Viz, rain.
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fubje& lands and places, and may thus render the moft dry parts of the
country moift, and abounding with water. They thould likewife adorn foun-
tains and rivers with trees and edifices; and, condu@ing ftreams through
metal pipes, fhould caufe them to be diftributed in great abundance. In like
manner, they fhould fend thefe ftreams into thickets and facred groves, as an
ornament to the temples of the Gods. But every where, in things of this
kind, young men ought to procure gymnaflic exercifes, both for themfelves
and the aged, preparing fenile hot baths, and placing dry wood in abundance;
that an eafy remedy may by thefe mcans be obtained for the difeafed, and the
bodies of hufbandmen, when wearied with labour, may be refrefhed ; which
remedy is, indecd, far better than any which can be adopted by a phyfician
who is not very fkilful in his art.  Thefe things, therefore, and every thing
of this kind, fhould be introduced into thefe places, as both ornamental and
ufeful, in conjunion with {port by no meaus unpleafant. But let the at-
tention which is to be paid to things of this kind be as follows :—Sixty men
fhould each of them defend their own place, not only on account of eie-
mies, but for the fake of thofe who call themfclves friends. And if any
one, whether he is a fervant or free, injures his neighbour, or any other
citizen, if the offence is fimall, he fhall be judged by thofe five governors,
but if great, by feventeen men, together with the twelve, and fhall be fined
as far as to three minz. But no judge or magiftrate ought to be exempt
from giving an account of his condu& when called upon, except fuch as like
kings bring things to a conclufion. Befides this, the prafeds of the land,
if they behave infolently towards the fubjefts of their care, by enjoining
them unequal tatks, or taking any thing by force from the hufbandmen, or
if they receive any thing which is given through flattery, or diftribute juftice
unjuftly, in confequence of yielding to adulation ;—in any of thefe cafes,
they fhall be difgraced by the whole city. But for other injuries which they
may commit in their office, they fhall voluntarily be fined by the inhabit-
ants of the fame village, and by their neighbours, as far as to one mina,
If, however, they are unwilling, either for greater or fmaller injuries, to
pay the proper fine, in confequence of believing that, during their tranfi-
tions from place to place every month, they thall efcapc punithment,—in this
cafe, they fhall be fentenced by a common judgment to pay the injured per-

fen the double of his lofs. But both the governors and the prefe@s of the
land
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land fhall live for the fpace of two years in the following manner: In the
firft place, the convivial aflociations in the different places fhall be in com-
mon. But he who is abfent from thefe for one day or night, without orders
from the governors, and without being compelled by any neceffity,—if the
five men condemn him, and write in the forum that he has abandoned his
guard, he fhall be difgraced, as betraying his part of the polity. He fhall
likewife be chaftifed with ftripes by any one whomay meet him ; and who-
ever is willing to punith him thall do it with impunity. All the fixty men,
likewife, fhould carcfully obferve whether any one of the governors a&s in
this manner : and he who perceives or hears that any one of thefe does fo,
but yet does not accufe him, fhall be fubje& to the fame punifhment as the
offending governor; and, being more feverely punithed by the young men,
thall be defpied by all their magiftrates. The guardians of the laws too
thould diligently attend to all thefe particulars, either that they may not take
place, or that, when they do, the offenders may be properly punithed. But
every man ought to think refpecting all men, that he who has never been
a fervant will never be a mafter worthy of praife. So that he who has
afted in a becoming manner as a fervant, ought to glory in his conduét more
than he who has properly exercited the authority of a mafter :—in the firft
place, as having been properly fubfervient to the laws, which is the fame as
being a fervant to the Cfods 3 and in the next place, to old men who have
conducted themfelves in an honourable manner towards youth. After this,
the prefe@s of the la ds fhould, during the fpace of thefe two years, live
on humble and poor fuod.  For, when the twelve magiftrates think proper
to affemble together with the five, they fhould not join with themfelves the
other fervants and {laves, nor employ hufbandmen, and the inhabitants of the
fame village, for their own private concerns, but alone for public utility, In
other particulars, they may attend to their own advantage. Befides this,
they fhould explore every part of the region in fummer and winter, armed,
for the fake of perpetually defending and becoming acquainted with every
place. For it appears, that for all mcn to have an accurate knowledge of
every place is a difcipline inferior to no ftudy. And for the fake of this,
young mei ought to apply themfelves to hunting with dogs, and the capture
of wild beafts, no lefs than for the fake of any other pleafure or advantage
which is derived from purfuits of this kind, Every man too thould, to the
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utmoft of his power, apply himfelf to that ftudy, which may either be called
concealments, or infpetion of the lands, or by any other name at pleafure, if
he is defirous that the city fhould be fufficiently fecure.

After this, it follows that we fhould fpeak concerning the eletion of the
governors of the markets, and the prafe@s of cities. Three praefedts of
cities, therefore, thould follow the governors of markets, who are to be
fixty in number ; and fhould prefide over the twelve parts of the city accord-
ing to a triple diftribution, in imitation of thofe twelve parts. Thefe thould in-
foe the roads about the city, and the public ways which léad from the coun-
try to the city : likewife the buildings, taking care that all of them are raifed
according to law ; and the ftreams of water which are fent by the guardians
into the city, that they may be deduced into pure fountains, and fuch as are
fufficient for ufe, and may become both an ornament and advantage to the
city. Thefe too ought to be fuch as are capable, when at leifure, of cm-
ploying their attention on public affairs. On this account, every man fhould
nominate from the largeft eftate him whom he withes to be a prefeé of the
city. And out of fix that have the moft votes, three fhall obtain this
office by lot. Laftly, when they have been examined and approved, they
thall difcharge the duties of their office according to the laws which are
prefcribed to them.  After this, the governors of markets fhall be chofen,
five in number, from poffeflions of the fecond and firft order ; and they fthall
be ele@ed in the fame manner as the prefefls of the city, For out of ten
that have the moft votes, five fhall be chofen by lot, and, when they are
approved, fhall be declared to be governors. But every individual fhall
give his vote. And he who is unwilling to vote, if he is brought before the
magiftrates, fhall be fined fifty drachms, and fhall, befides this, be confidered
as a bad man. Likewife, every one fhall be permitted to cuter into the
affembly and coinmon convention ; and all thofe fhall be compelled to do
this whote pofleffions are of the firft and fecond order. And he who is ab-
fent from thefe fhall be fined ten drachms. But thofe whofe pofleffions are
of the third and fourth order thall not be compelled to be prefent at the com-
mon convention, Heunce, if any one is abfent from thefe, he fhall not be
fined, unlefs the governors fhall find it neceflary to order all the citizens to
affemble. But the office of the governors of markets confifts in preferving

the forum in that order which is eftablithed by law ; and in taking care of
the
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the temples and fountains about the forum, and that no one a&s unjuitly
with refpe&t to them: likewife in punithing him who aéts unjuftly, with
firipes and bonds if he is a flave and a ftranger; but if it is a native who
a&s in a diforderly manner, with refpe& to things of this kind, he fhall be
condemned by thefe governors to a fine of one hundred drachms: but they
fhall not be allowed to condemn him to a greater fine, as far as to the dou-
ble of this, unlefs the governors of the city are prefent on the occafion. The
governors of the city too thould adopt the fame mode of fining and punifhing
in their department ; fining offenders as far as to a mina by their own au-
thority, but the double of this in conjunction with the governors of markets.
After this it will be proper that the governors of mufic and gymnaftic thould
be eftablithed, fo as that there may be a twofold order of each of thefe; fome
of them being appointed for the fake of difcipline, and others for the fake
of exercife. And the law is defirous of aflerting with refpeét to thofe who
prefide over difcipline, that they fhould be careful of the ornament per-
taining to exercifes and do&rines, erudition, and the attention requifite to
things of this kind ; and likewife of the conduét of males and females, both
at home and abroad. Thofe who reward the athletx thould have the care of
gymnaftic exercifes and mufic. And thefe fhould be twofold; one kind
being employed about mufic, and the other about gymnaftic exercife. The
fame perfons fhould prefide over the agoniftic exercifes of both men and
horfes. But, with refpe& to mufic, fome fhould prefide over the monody,,
and the imitative art, viz. over the rhapfodifts, harpers, pipers, and all of this.
kind, but others over the finging of the choir. And in the firft placc, with re-
fpect to the fport of the choir, where men, boys, and girls are exercifed in the
dance, and in the whole order of mufic, the governors of this ought to be pro-
perly chofen.  But one governor will be fufficient for thefe, who is not lefs
than forty ycars of age. One alfo will be futficient for the monody, who is not
lefs than thirty ycars old, and who muft perform the office of an introducer,.
and be able to judge fufficiently the merits of the contending parties.  But
the governor and moderator of the choir ought to be chofen in the follow-
ing manner : Thofe who are attached to things of this kind thould go to
the affembly, and, if they did not go, thould be fined : and the guardians af
the law thould be the judges in this cafe. No one, however, thould compel
others to join this affembly if they are not willing. The candidates thould

be
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be chofen from among fkilful perfons; and the fkilfulnefs or uofkilfuluefs of
the candidate thould be the only thing attended to in his examination, But
he who, out of ten that have the moft votes, is approved of on being exa-
mined, thall, according to law, prefidec for one year over the choir. The
elettion and approbation refpeéting the monody, and the melody of the
pipe, fhould be accomplithed in a fimilar manner; and he who is finally
chofen thould prefide over thefe for a year; his cle@ion at the fame time
beipg confirmed by the judges. After thefe things, it is proper that the
difpenfators of rewards to the gymnaftic exercifes, both of horfes and men,
fhould be chofen in the following manuer from poffeflions of the third and
fecond order. ‘Three eftates thould be compelled to the ele@ion of thefe,
but the fmalleft eftate fhould be exempt from fine ; and three being felected
out of twenty that have the moft votes, are after examination to be chofen
as difpenfators. But if any ont happens to be rejefted, according to any
cle@ion by lot, and judgment of the magiftrate, another fhall be chofen in
his place, and the examination of him performed in a fimilar manuer.
There now remains the governor, who is to take care of the whole of the
above-mentioned difcipline, both of males and females. Let therc then be
but one governor of this kind eftablifhed by law. Let him be not lefs than fity
years of age; one who is the father of lawful children of both fexes, but, if
not of both, at leaft of one fex. But both he who choofes and he who is
chofen ought to think that this magiftrate is by far the greateft of the chief
magiftrates in the city. For the firft bloffom of every plant, when it tends
in a becoming manner to the virtue of its nature, poffefles the higheft power
of arriving at its proper end ; and this is true, both with refpe¢t to other
plants, and to tame and favage animals. But we fay that man is a tame .
animal; who, when he partakes of proper difcipline, in conjunéion with
a profperous nature, is wont to become a moft divine and mild animal :
but when he is not fufficiently or not properly educated, he is the moft fa-
vage of all the animals which the earth produces. On this account the
legiflator ought not to fuffer the education of youth to be a fecondary thing,
or to be attended to in a carelefs manner. But, in the firft place, he who is
defirous of beftowing a proper attention upon youth, ought to choofe out of
the citizens him who is the moft excellent in all things, and eftablith him
as one who is to educate children with the utmoft attention and care.  All
6 the
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the magiftrates, therefore, cxcept the counfellors and praefeéts, coming into
the temple of Apollo (the guardians of the laws privately receiving the
votes), fhall each of them choofe him whom they confider as calculated to
educate youth in the beft manner. And he who has moft votes, after he
has been approved of by the magiftrates that choofe him (the guardians of
the laws being excepted), thall a& in this capacity for five years. And in
the fixth year another fthall be chofen to fucceed him in a fimilar manner.
But if any public magiftrate dies before he has governed more than thirty
days, another fhall be fimilarly chofen by thofe to whom this province be-
longs. Aund, when any one who is the guardian of orphans dies, the kin-
dred of both father and mother, as far as to coufins, who may at that time
be prefent, fhall appoint another within the fpace of ten days, or each fhall
be fined every day a drachma till they have appointed another guardian. But
every city will become a privation of a city, in which courts of juftice are
not properly eftablithed ; and a mute judge, and who in his interrogations
does not fpeak more than the litigants, will never be fufficient to us for the
purpofe of deciding juftly. On this account, neither can judges when they
are many judge well, nor when they are few and of a depraved charalter.
But it is proper that the obje& of inquiry fhould be clearly enunciated by
both parties. Time however, delay, and frequent interrogation contribute
to the refolution of doubts. On this account litigants ought firft of all to
betake themfelves to their neighbours and friends, and difcufs with them the
fubjet of their complaints. But, if they are not able to determine their
caufe fufficiently by the affiftance of thefe, they thould go to another court
of juftice. And, if they cannot be reconciled by the two former, a third
thall bring the affair to a conclufion. In a certain refpe@, indeed, the efta-
blithments of courts of juftice arc the ele€tions of magiftrates; for every
magiftrate is neceffarily a judge of certain things. But every judge is not a
magiftrate ; though, in a certain refpe&t, a judge on the day in which he
afls as a judge, is no contemptible magiftrate. Confidering, therefore, the
judges as magiftrates, Ict us thow which of them will be adapted to our pur-
pofe, of what things they are to be judges, and how many for every parti-
cular. Let then the moft principal court of juftice be that which they
exhibit among theinfelves, when they choofe certain judges by common
confent. But let there be two critcria of the reft : the one, when, any pri-
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vate perfon accufing another of a&ing unjuftly, and leading him to juftice,
he is willing that he fhould be judged ; the other, when any one thinks that
the public minifter has been injured by fome one of the citizens, and is
willing to affift the community at Jarge. Let us fay then who are the judges,
and what kind of men they ought tobe. In the firft place, there fhould be a
common court of juftice for all thofe that contend the third time with each
other; and this fhould fubfift in the following manner : All the magiftrates,
as well thofe that govern for a year as thofe that govern for a longer time,
ought to affemble into one temple, on the day before the firft day of that
month in which after the fummer folftice the new year begins. Here
taking an oath, and making a firft-fruit offering as it were, out of every
ovder of magiftrates, they fhould choofe one judge, who appears likely to
be the beft in every magiftracy, and to judge the citizens on the following
year in the beft and moft holy nanner. When the judges are chofen, the
examination and approbation fhould be made by thofe that chofe thcm.
And if any one is rejefted, another fhall be chofen in a fimilar manner.
But the perfons approved fthall judge thofe that fled from other courts of
juftice,. and give their decifion openly. The counfellors, however, and the
other magiftrates that chofe thefe, muft neceflarily be hearers and fpeéta-
tors of thefe decifions. With refpet to men of another defcription, any one
of thefe who is willing may be prefent. But, if any perfon accufes any one
of thefe judges, as voluntarily judging unjuftly, he fhall accufe him before
the guardians of the law; and he who is condemned in confequence of fuch
accufation thall pay the half of the fine to the injured party. But if he fhall
appear to deferve a greater fine, the judges by whom he is condemned fhall
determine what he ought to futfer, or to reftore, either to the community, or
“to the perfon who has fuffered the injury, With refpet to public accufa-
tions, it is neceflary in the firft place that the multitude thould participate of
the decifion. For, whenany one a@s unjuftly towards a city, all the citi-
zens are injured ; and hence the multitude will juftly be indignant, when
they are excluded from fuch judgments. The beginning likewife and end of
fuch a decifion ought tobe referred to the people, but the examination of the
particulars in which the litigants accord, to the three greateft magiftrates. But
if they cannot agree, the council itfelf thall judge the eletion of each of them.
It is requifite likewife that all men fhould participate to the utmoft of their
4 power



THE LAWS. 161

power of private judgments. For he who is deprived of the power of
judging with others muft be confidered as in no refpeét participating of the
city.  On this account courts of juftice mult neceffarily fubfift in the tribes,
and the judges fhould immediately give fentence by lot, uncorrupted by en-
treaties. And, finally, that court of juftice fhould judge of all thefe parti-
culars which we have faid fhould be eftablifhed incorrupt to the utmoft of
human power, for the purpofe of determining thofe difputes which can nei-
ther be decided by neighbours nor by the courts of juftice belonging to the
tribes.  And thus, concerning courts of juftice, which we fay can neither
eafily be indubitably called magiftrates, nor yet denied to be fuch, this de-
feription, which is as it were externally induced, has afferted fome things,
and nearly left others undifcuffed. For, towards the end of legiflation, the
accurate pofition, and at the fame time divifion of judicial laws, will be by
far moft properly difcuffed. We fhall, therefore, till then defer the confi-
deration of thefe. But the eftablithment of other magiftrates has nearly
taken up the greateft part of lcgiflation. The accurate, however, refpeét-
ing all civil and politic adminiftrations will not become perfpicuous, till the
difcuffion, receiving from the beginning things fecondary, widdle, and all
its parts, has arrived at the end. For at prefent, indeed, proceeding as far
as to the eletion of magiftrates, it becomes.a fufficient end of what has been
previoufly dclivered, fo that the beginning of the pofition of laws is no
longer indigent of fluggithnefs and delay.

Crin. All that you have afferted above is entirely, O gueft, agreeable to
my fentiments ; but your difcourfe will be ftill more pleafing to me, when
vou have conjoined the beginning of what is now to be faid, with the end
of what has been already afferted.

GuesT. Thus far then we have played in a becoming manner the game
of pradent old men.

Crin. You appear to have evinced a beautiful purfuit of men.

GuesT. It is probable. But do we underftand whether this appears to
you as it does to me? :

CriN. What do you allude to?

GuesT. Do you know that the art of painting has no boundary with re-
fpect to the feveral animals, but never ceafes adorning, either by inumbrat-
ing or deumbrating, or by whatever name a thing of this kind may be

VOL. 1I. Y called



162 THE LAWS.

called by painters, that the piGture may continually become more beautiful
and confpicuous ?

CriN. I fcarcely underftand what you fay, fince I am by no means con-
verfant with this art.

GuesT. This will be no detriment to you. But we will employ this
fimilitude which fortune has prefented to us. If then fome one fhould de-
fign to paint a moft beautiful animal, and which might not become worfe
but better by length of time, do you not perceive that in confequence of
fuch a one being a mortal, unlefs he leaves behind him a fucceffor who may
prevent the damages which the pi¢ture might fuftain from time, by fre-
quently retouching the piece, or who may fupply what was omitted by the
artift, through the imbecility of his art, and thus daily render the picture
more fplendid, the laboured piece will laft but a fhort time?

Crin. True. ’ .

GuesT. What then ? Does not this appear to you to be the with of the
legiflator ?  In the firft place, that laws may be written for him as accurate
as poffible ? In the next place, can you think that in the courfe of time, and
after having made an actual trial of the thing, any legiflator can be fo infane
as not to know that many things muft neceffarily be left, which will require
amendment from fome fucceffor ; that a polity may by no means become
worfe, but always better and more adorned? :

Crin. It is probable. For how is it poffible he thould not wifh a thing
of this kind ?

GuesT. If then any legiflator pofleffes any method by which both in
words and in reality he can teach another, whether he is a man of greater or
of lefs confequence, how laws ought to be preferved and correéted, he will
not ceafe {peaking about a thing of this kind till he has accomplifhed his
purpofe.

Crin. For how is it poffible he thould ?

GuesT. Ought not this, therefore, to be done, both by you and me, at
prefent ?

CriN. Of what are you fpeaking ?

GuesT. As we are about to eftablith laws of which we have chofen the
guardians, but we ourfelves are in the decline of life, and the guardians are
with refpeét to us young men, it will, as we have faid, be neceflary that at

the



THE LAWS. 103

fame time we fhould both cflablith laws, and endeavour to make thefe very
men, as much as poffible, both legiflators and guardians of the laws.

Crin. Undoubtedly, fince we are fufficient for the purpofe.

GuesT. Let us then cheerfully endeavour to effet this.

CrLiN. By all means,

Guest. We will, therefore, thus addrefs them: O friends, faviours of
the laws, we have neceffarily left many things unfinifhed, refpe&ing the
feveral particulars of which we have eftablifhed laws, and which are uot
indeed inconfiderable ; and we have endeavoured to the utmoft of our power
not to leave the whole unexplained by a certain circum{cription. This de-
ficiency it is your bufinefs to fupply. Butitis proper you fhould hear where
you ought to look in order to accomplith a thing of this kind. For Megillus,
I, and Clinias, have often faid the fame things to each other, and we are
agreed among ourfclves that we have {poken in a becoming manner. We
are likewife defirous that you fhould both be favourable to our undertaking,
and become our difciples ; at the fame time looking to thofe things which,
we have agrced among ourfelves, a guardian of the laws and a legif-
lator ought to make the objeéts of his confideration. But this agreement,
which has one head or fummit, is this: That we fhould endeavour to find
the means by which a man may become a worthy chara@er, pofleffing that
virtue of the foul which is accommodated to his nature, either from a cer-
tain ftudy, or certain manners, or from fome kind of poffe(fion or defire, or
opinion ; or, laftly, from certain difciplines ; and this, whether the nature
of the inhabitant of our city is male or female, vouthful or aged. Likewife,
that every one, through the whole of life, thould tend with all poffible
earneftuefs to this of which we are now fpeaking ; negle@ing at the fame
time every thing which may become an impediment to this acquifition. Be-
fides this, too, he fhould be difpofed to die for his country if it is neceflary,
rather than either to fee it entircly fubverted, and becoming fubjet to the
yoke of bondage, governed by bad men, or defert it by flight, For every
thing of this kind is to be endured rather than the polity thould be changed,
which men of a worfe chara&er are naturally difpofed to effe€t.  Thefe
things have been already mutually affented to by us, and do you now, look-
ing to both thefe, praife and blame the laws ; blaming {uch as are not able
to accomplith thefe particulars, but, cmbracing and receiving in a benevolent
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manner fuch as are, live in them. But it is proper that you fhould bid fare-
well to other ftudies which tend to other things that are called good. Let
this, then, be the beginning to us of the fubfequent laws, commencing from
facred concerns. For we ought in the firft place to refume the number
five thoufand and forty, becaufe it had, and now has, convenient diftribu-
tions, both the whole number, and that which was affigned to the tribes ;
which we eftablithed as the twelfth part of the whole, this producing with
the greateft reltitude the number four hundred and twenty. And as the
whole number has twelve diftributions, fo alfo that of the tribes. But it is
proper to confider each divifion as a facred gift of divinity, as following bdth
the order of months and the period of the univerfe. On this account, that
which is connate fhould lead every city, rendering them facred. Some, in-
deed, are perhaps more properly diftributed than others, and more profper-
oufly dedicate their diftributions to the Gods. But we now fay, that the
number five thoufand and forty is moft properly chofen, as that which has
all diftributions as far as to twelve, beginning from one, except that into
eleven parts. This, however, has the eafieft remedy. For it will be re-
ftored to health, if two houfes are diftributed to the other part. But that
thefe things are true, may be evinced with facility when at leifure. Believ-
ing, therefore, in the prefent conception and difcourfe, let us diftribute this
number ; and afcribing a God, or a fon of the Gods, to each part, likewife
dedicating altars, and things pertaining to thefe, lct us make two conven-
tions for the purpofe of facrificing every month; accommodating twelve to
the diftribution of the tribes, and twelve to the divifion of the city. But all
this thould be done, in the firft place, for the fake of the Gods, and things
pertaining to the Gods; in the fecond place, for the fake of our familiarity
with, and knowledge of, each other; and likewife for the fake of cvery
kind of aflociation.  For it is neceffary, in the communion and mixture of
marriages, that ignorance thould be taken away, fo as that every onc may
know with whom he is conne@ted, and that all deception in things of this
kind may, as much as poffible, be taken away. For the fake of this, there-
fore, itis neccffary that fports thould be inftituted, boys and girls together
forming a choir, mutually beholding and being beheld by each other, being
properly paired, as to their age, and having as much of their bodies naked
as modefty will permit.  All thefe thould be taken care of, and properly or-
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namented by the governors of choirs, and likewife by the legiflators, in
conjunétion with the guardians of the laws, that they may fupply what we
have left deficient. But itis neceffary, as we bave faid, refpe@ing all fuch
things as arc finall and numerous, that fomne particulars fthould be omitted by
the legiflator, in which the magiftrates becoming every year fkilful, and
being admonithed by experience, they may be able every year to fupply
what is deficient ; till it thall appear that thefe difcuffions and legal inftitutes
have obtained a fufficient bound. The fpace of ten years, therefore, will
be a length of time both moderate and fufficient for obtaining an experience
in facrifices and choirs, and every other particular. But in order to accom-
plith this, he who fupplics thefe deficicncies fhould live in common with the
legiflator : and on his death, the feveral magiftrates having informed the
guardians of the laws of his deccafe, muft fupply his place in corre@ing
what is amifs, till every thing thall appear to have attained the confumma-
tion of excellence. When this period arrives, having given fability to thefe
inftitutes, they are to be ufed in conjun&ion with other laws which the le-
giflator has ordained from the beginning ; refpe@ing which, nothing thould
ever be voluntarily changed.  But if any neceffity fhall, at any time, appear
to urge a mutation, all the magiftrates ought to confult together on this oc~
cafion, all the pcople fhould be affembled, and all the oracles of the Gods
explored. If all thefe accord, then a change in the laws may be made, but
by no means unlefs this is the cafe; but that which impedes, fhall always
obtain dominion according to law. Whenever, therefore, any one who has
arrived at five-and-twenty years of age, beholding and being beheld by
others, believes that he has found one of his own difpofition, and adapted
for the communion and procreation of children, he fhall marry within
thirty-five years of age. But, in the firft place, let him hear how the be-
coming and adapted are to be inveftigated. For it is requifite, as Clinias
fays, prior to the laws, to give a preface accommodated to each.

Crin. You very properly remind us, O gueft; and your difcourfe appears
to me to be both feafonable and highly fitting.

Guest. You ipeak well. Ietus, therefore, fpeak as follows: O young
man, born of good parents, it is proper to contrat thofe marriages which
appear houourable to prudent men. But thefe exhort neither to avoid mar-
riage with the poor, nor to purfue with avidity marriage with the rich, but,
ceeteris paribus, always honouring the inferior, to enter into communion with

it,
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it.  For, both to the city and the families which are united, this will be ad-
vantageous. For the equable and commenfurate infinitely furpaffes the im-
moderate with refpe& to virtue. He, therefore, who in all his aétions is
more rath and hafty than is becoming, thould defire that the daughter of
parents of more compofed manners may be united to him in marriage : but
he who is naturally of a contrary difpofition fhould enter into alliance with
a contrary charaéter. And in every marriage this one thing thould be ob-
ferved, that every one fhould enter into fuch a matrimonial connexion as is
advantageous to the city, and not fuch a one as is moft pleafant to himfelf.
For every one always naturally tends to that which is moft fimilar to him-
felf ; whence the whole city becomes anomalous both in wealth and man-
ners, when it partakes in the higheft degree of thofe things which we are
unwilling thould happen to ourfelves. If, then, in our difcourfe we fhould
order by law that the rich thould not marry with the rich, nor the powerful
with the powerful, but fhould compel thofe whofe manners are more hafty
to marry thofe whofe manners are more flow, and the more flow to marry
with the more hafty, we fhould not only appear ridiculous to, but excite
the anger of, the multitude. For it is not eafy to underftand that a city
ought to be like a cup, in which the mad wine, when firlt poured forth,
effervefces ; but, being corrected by another deity *, who is a fober God, and
thus obtaining a beautiful conjun&ion, it becomes a good and moderate
drink. But no one, as I may fay, is able to fee this taking place in the
formation of children by the mingling of the fexes. On this account, there-
fore, we fthould not compel the citizens to things of this kind by law, but
endeavour to charm them into the perfuafion, that they ought to prefer
equability in the natural difpofition of their children to the equality of the
moft opulent alliance ; and that we ought to deter, by difgrace, him who
“makes riches the obje¢t of his purftit in marriage, and not compel him to
a contrary mode of condu@ by a written law, Let thele, then, be the ex-
hortations refpe@ing marriages, together with what we have previoufly af-
ferted,—I mean, that we ought to afpire after perpetuity of nature, by always
leaving behind us children of children, as fervants of divinity, inflead of
ourfelves.  All thefe particulars, therefore, and ftill more than thefe, fome
cne may with propriety preface, refpecting the manner in which marriages

* Viz. water,
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ought to be conduéed. But he who cannot willingly be perfuaded to act
in this manner, but lives in the city alienated, without connexion, and un-
married, for five-and-thirty years, fuch a oue thall be fined every year. And
it he pofleffes the largeft eftate, he fhall be fined one hundred drachms ; ; if
that which is fecond in order, feventy 5 if that which is third, fixty ; and if
that which is fourth in order, thirty drachms. IL.et all thefe fines be facred
to Juno. And let him who does not pay his fine every year be made a
debtor of ten times that fum, Iet this money too be cxated by the difpen-
fator of the Goddefs ; which unlefs he exa&s, he himfelf thall be the debtor.
‘He, therefore, who is unwilling to marry, fhall be thus punifhed with re~
fpe& toa fine ; but with refpe@ to honour as follows: In the firft place, let
him be deprived of all honour from his juniors, nor let any young man vo-
luntarily obey him in any thing. In the next place, if he thould attempt to:
chaftifc any one, every one fhall be permitted to affift and defend the injured
perfon.  And he who does not in this cafe give affiftance, thall be confidered
by the law as a timid and vicious citizen. Concerning the marriage portion
we have fpoken before, and we again fay, that equal things are to be given-
for equal things, fince neither he who receives, nor he who beftows, will
grow old in the want of money., For in this city every one is {upplied with
neceflaries.  Betides, women will be lefs infolent, and men will have lefs of
humble and illiberal flavery, through riches.  And he who is obedient to this
law will accomplith one among the number of things beautiful; but he
who is difobedient to it, and either gives or receives more than the worth
of fifty drachms for the fake of a garment, fhall either pay one mina, or
three half min#, or two mina, according to the magnitude of his poflef-
fions. He who poflctles the largeft cftate fhall pay another fuch fum to the:
public trcatury : and whatever is given or received fhall be facred to Juno
and Jupiter. But the cxaGors of this money thould be the difpenfators of
thefe divinities, juftas we faid, when we fpoke of thofe that refufed to marry,
that their fine fhould be exadted by the difpenfators of Juno, who, if they:
negletted to exa@ it, fhould pay it themfelves.. With refpec to furetithip,
the fir(t fhall be that of a father, the fecond, that of a grandfather, and the-
third, that of brothers by the famc father. If no one of thefe furvives,
the furetifhip fhall, in a fimilar manuer, be equally valid on the mother’s
fide. Butif, through an unufual fortune, none of thefe thould furvive, the
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autherity in this affair muft always be vefted in the necareft kindred, in con-
junction with the guardians. If any thing preparatory to initiation, or other
facred operation, fhall be found neccifary for things future, prefent, or paft,
pertaining to marriage, it will be proper to interrogate the interpreters of
facred concerns; and each perfon, being perfuaded by thefe, fhould think
that he has accomplifhed every thing fufficiently, With refpeéi to nuptial
feafts, not more than five male and five female friends thould be invited ;
and as many of both fexes of kindred and familiars. But the expenfes on
this occafiou fhould not exceed the poflcflions. He, therefore, who has the
largeft eftate fhall fpend one mina, another half a mina, and fo on in fuc-
ceflion, according to every one’s refpe@ive property. And he who is obe-
dient to the law in this refpe& ought to be praifed by all men; but he who
is difobedient fhall be chaftifed by the guardians of the laws, as one who is
ignorant of the becoming, and unfkilled in the laws refpeting the fponfal
mufes. To drink, however, to intoxication, is never at any time becom-
ing, nor fafe, except in the feftivals of that God who is the giver of wine,
Neither, therefore, is it proper that this fhould take place at the nuptial
feaft, when the bride and bridegroom ought particularly to be in a found
ftate of mind, as having changed the former condition of their life in no
fmall degree ; and in order, at the fame time, that offspring may always be
produced as much as poffible from prudent parents. For it is nearly imma-
nifeft what night or day may generate offspring in conjunétion with divi-
nity. Children, therefore, ought not to be begotten when the body is in a
relaxed and diffluent ftate through ebriety, but when it is compaét, ftable,
and quiet. But he who is filled with wine hurries and is hurried away every
where, being agitated with infane fury both in body and foul. Hence, he
who is intoxicated, as being delirious, muft diffeminate in a vicious man-
ner. So that it is probable fuch a one will beget offspring anomalous, un-
faithful, and void of retitude, both in their manners and corporeal frame.
Hence, itis requifite to guard againft intoxication, both through the whole
year, and through the whole of life, but efpecially at the time of procreation,
and neither to do fuch things as fpontaneoufly introduce difeafe, nor fuch as
participate of infolence or injuftice. For, thefe being neceflarily imprefled
in the fouls and bodies of the offspring in a feetal ftate, the impreffions be-
come worfe than their originals. But efpecially on the wedding day arlld
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night it is requifite to abftain from all fuch things. For the principle and
divinity * eftablithed in men preferves all things, when he is allotted that
honour which is accommodated to his nature by the refpe@ive individuals by
whom he is employed.  But itis proper that the bridegroom fhould confider
one of the two houfes affigned by lot as fet apart for the procreation and edu-
cation of children ; and that he thould celebrate his nuptials in that houfe, .
and refide there with his children feparate from his father and mother. For,
where there is a certain defire in friendthip, it agglutinates and binds toge-
ther all the manners ; but where affociation is attended with fatiety, and has
not any defire through time, it caufes a mutual feparation through tranfcend.
ency of repletion. Hence, leaving his parents and kindred, the bridegroom
thould depart as it were to a colony, obferving, and being at the fame time
obferved by, them; procreating and educating children ; tranfmitting to
others, like a lamp, the life which he received from others, and always ho-
nouring the Gods according to law. 1In the next place, it is requifite to con-
fider which among the number of poffeffions is the moft elegant. With re-
{pe& to many of thefe, therefore, it is neither difficult to underftand nor to
poflefs them; but with refpect to fervants the difficulty is extreme. But
we may affign the caufe of this in a certain refpe@ properly, and in a cer-
tain refpe& not properly. For our affertions concerning flaves are contrary
to, and yet conformable to, ufe,

Mecit. How do youmean? For we do not, O gueft, underftand what
you affert at prefent.

GuesT. And it is very reafonable, O Megillus, to fuppofe you do not.
For that fervitude of the Lacedemonians which is called Hilotia is nearly
the fource of the greateft doubt and contention to all Greece ; becaufe it
appears to fome to be well inftituted, and to others not. But the {lavery of
the Heraclidee is a fubjeét of lefs contention than that of the Mariandyni *.
And befides this, the nation of the Theflalians is fervile. However, looking
to thefe, and all fuch particulars as thefe, what ought we to do refpeting

1 Plato, by the divinity in men, means intelle€t; for this is the divine part of our nature.

= Mariandynum was a place near Bithynia, where, according to the poets, Hercules dragged
Cerberus out of Hades. Perhaps, therefore, the contention which Plato alludes to, was that of
the inhabitants of Mariandynum refpe&ing the particular fpot where Hercules performed this
achievement.
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the poffeffion of fervants? As the fubjeét, therefore, is fo ambiguous, you
very properly afked me what T meant. But my meaning is this :—We know
that we all fay that it is requifite to poflefs flaves of the moft benevolent and
beft difpofitions. For many flaves, conduting themfelves in every refpect
with more virtue towards certain perfons than brothers and fons, have pre-
ferved their mafters, together with their poffeffions and the whole of their
habitations. We know that thefe things are faid of certain flaves.

MEeeiL. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. The contrary to this, lxkewxfe, is afferted, viz. that nothing in
the foul of a flave is in a healthy condition, and that the race of ﬂaves is
not to be believed in any particular. The wifeft of the poets too feems to
be of this opinion, when he fays refpe@ing Jupiter :

« Jove fixed it cartain, that whatever day
Makes man a flave takes half his mind away *.*

In confequence of thefe different conceptions, fome place no confidence
in flaves, but with fpurs and whips, as if they had to manage wild beafts,
not thrice but often, enflave the fouls of their fervants ; but others a& en-
tirely contrary to thefe.

Crin. Undoubtedly. Since, then, the opinions refpe@ing flaves are fo
different, how fhall we aét in our region as to the poffeflion and corretion
of them?

Guest. It appears to me, O Clinias, fince man is an animal difficult to
be managed, and one that by no means patiently endures that the neceffary
diftinétion between a flave and one who is free and a mafter thould be made
in reality,~that on this account he is a difficult pofleflion. The truth of this
is actually evinced in the frequent rebellions of the Meflenians, and by the
mighty evils which happen to thofe cities that poflefs many fervants of the
fame language; and further ftill, by the all-various thefts which are com.
mitted by pirates about Italy. All which particulars, when they are confi-
dered, may render it doubtful what ought to be done in things of this kind.
Two methods, therefore, alone remain to be adopted, namely, that thofe
who are to act with eafe in the capacity of flaves fhould not be of the fame

¥ Odyfl. libs ii
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country, and that as much as poffible they fhould Le difcordant with each
other. And in the fecond place, that they fhould be properly educated,
not ouly for their own fakes, but much more for the fake of their maf-
ters. But the proper education of thefe confifts in not behaving info-
lently, but in a&ing lefs unjuftly towards them, if poffible, than towards
our equals. For he is perfetly manifeft who' reverences juftice natu-
rally and vot fititioufly, aund who truly hates to a& unjuftly towards
thofc men whom he might eafily injure. He, therefore, who is never
defiled by aling in an unjuft and unholy manner, with refpe@ to the
manners and aflions of flaves, will be moft fufficient to fow the feeds
of virtue. The fame thing may with re@itude be aflerted of a defpot,
and a tyrant, and of all authority, when exercifed by the more power-
ful over the more imbecil. But flaves ought juftly to be always punifhed,
and not to be made efteminate by admonithing them like thofe that are free.
Lvery thing too that is faid to a flave thould nearly be a command, nor fhould
they ever in any refpe& be jefted with, whether they are of the male or of
the female fex. Many, however, very foolifhly jeit with their flaves ; and,
thus making them effeminate, render it more difficult to their flaves to be
governed, and to themfelves to govern.

CrLin. Right.

GuesT. After this manner, therefore, fervants may be acquired as much
as poffible fufficient both in multitude and aptitude to affift in the neceffary
employments of life. But, after this, it is requifite to defcribe the habitations.

CriN. Entirely fo.

GuesT. In a new city, therefore, and which had never before been in-
habited, edifices arc in the firft place to be attended to, and particularly the
temples and walls of the city, The buildings too of the city, O Clinias,
ought to precede the marriages. But, now fince the city is raifed in difcourfe,
we may very properly admit thefe particulars to fubfift in the manner we
have delivered them.  When, indeed, the city is raifed in reality, we fhall
attend to the buildings prior to the marriages, if divinity is willing, and
afterwards accomplith every thing pertaining to matrimonial conne&ions.
We fhall now, therefore, in a curfory manner, difcufs thefe particulars,

Crin. Entirely fo.

Guest. The temples, therefore, ought to be built round all the foramy,
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and the city thould be built in a circle, in elevated places, for the fake of
defence and purity. The houfes of the governors and judges thould be fitu«
ated near the temples; and in thefe, as moft holy places, fentence fhould
be given and received ; partly, as about holy concerns, and partly becaufe
the temples of the judicial Gods are there fituated. Courts of judgment
too fhould be built in this place, in which proper fentence fhall be paffed on
murder and other crimes which deferve death. With refpeét to the walls,
O Megillus, 1agree with the Spartans, that they fhould be permitted to lie
fleeping on the earth, and not be raifed.  For that poetical aflertion refpeét-
ing them is defervedly praifed, that walls ought to be of brafs and iron,
rather than of earth. With us, indeed, the cuftom of fending young men
every year into the fields to dig trenches and raife buildings, for the purpofe
of reftraining the incurfions of the enemy, may juftly be confidered as ex-
tremely ridiculous. We likewife inclofe our city with walls, which in the
firft place by no means contributes to the health of the citizens ; and, in the
next place, it ufually produces an effeminate difpofition in the fouls of the
inhabitants. For it incites them to fly within thefe for thelter, and not repel
the enemy ; and leads them to think that the fafety of the city does not
confift in guarding it perpetually both night and day, but that, {leeping under
the proteftion of walls and gates, they fhall be truly fafe; as if they were
born for floth, and not to labour. They are, indeed, ignorant that eafe is
truly produced from labour ; and, as it appears to me, labour is again the
natural refult of bafe eafe. But, if there is any occafion of walls for men,
the houfes of individuals fhould be fo raifed from the firft, that the whole
city, by its equality and fimilitude, may be one wall, and that all the houfes
may have a fufficiently fecure paffage to the different roads of the city. And
in this cafe, indeed, the city, having the form of one houfe, will be no un-
pleafant fpeCtacle, and will be in every refpeét adapted to the eafe of its
guards and the fafety of the whole. The citizens who are to inhabit this
region thould be particularly careful that thefe things are conftrutted in this
manner from the firft.  They fhould alfo take care that =diles arc provided,
compelling them to be chofen, and punifh with fines thofe that neglect this
office. Attention too fhould be paid to the purity of every thing in the
city ; and that no private perfon occupies any public property, either by
building or digging. They thould likewifc take care that the waters from
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Jupiger may be imparted with facility to the inhabitants; and that every part,
both within and without the city, may be fit to be inhabited. But all thefe
particulars the guardians of the law, becoming fkilled in by experience, muft
legally eftablifh, together with fuch others as the law omits, through its
incapacity of providing for all things. But fince thefe things, the buildings
about the forum, the particulars refpe@ing gymnafia, theatres, and all that
pertains to difcipline, are inftituted, let us now proceed to marriages, as
following next in the bufinefs of legiflation.

Crin. By all means.

GuesT. Marriages, therefore, O Clinias, muft be inftituted for us in the
manner we have defcribed above. But, after this, the mode of living which
thould be adopted prior to the procreation of children muft not continue a
lefs time than a year. However, it is by no means cafy to fay, after what
manner a bride and bridegroom ought to live in a city which tranfcends the
multitude of cities. But, as many things that have been already advanced
are difficult, this will appear to the vulgar ftill more difficult to determine.
Neverthelefs, O Clinias, that which appears to be right and true muft be
afferted.

Crin, By all means.

Guest. He, therefore, who is of opinion that things public and common
only, ina city, fhould be eftablithed by law, but does not think it requifite
that the neceffary concerns of private perfons thould be attended to, but that
they thould be permitted to live as they pleafe; and that it is not neceflary
every thing fhould fubfift in an orderly manner; but that, private affairs
being negle@ed by the law, men fhould only live legally in public and com-
mon concerns.; —he who thinks in this manner does not think rightly. But
on what account are thefe things afferted by us ? On this: Becaufe we fay
that the bridcgrooms in our city ought to live at public tables, at other
times no lefs than prior to their nuptials. And, indeed, when firft eating in
public was inftituted by you, Iacedwmonians, it appeared a wonderful
thing ; being legally eftablithed, in confequence of a certain war, or fome-
thing elfe enducd with the fame power, and which the paucity of men ren-
dered neceffary,  But this mode of eating in public having been adopted by
neceflity, when it was found to contribute greatly to the fafety of the city
it was eftablithed by law.

Cuin,
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Crin. It appears that this was the cafe,

GuesT. As I faid, therefore, this was at firft a thing of a wonderful
nature, and dreadful to enjoin; but, at prefent, the legal eftablifhment of
it would not be attended with the like difficulty. But that which follows
this is both arduous to relate and accomplith. It is a thing which is natu-
rally capable of taking place in a proper manner, but which by no means
fubfifts at prefent, and in eftablifhing which the legiflator would appear like
jugglers to pluck fire, and to accomplith ten thoufand other impoffible things.

CriN. What is this, O gueft, which you appear to bec fo vehemently
afraid of mentioning ?

Guest. You fhall hear, that T may not any longer needlefsly detain you.
"For every thing in the city that participates of order and law produces every
good. But fuch things as are deprived of order, orare badly difpofed, diffolve
the multitude of thofe things which are orderly difpofed. And this happens
with refpeét to the fubje& of our prefent difcuffion. For, O Clinias and
Megillus, the public banquets of the men are inftituted for you in a beau-
tiful, and, as I fuid, wonderful manner, from a certain divine neceffity ; but
thofe of the women are by no means properly left uneftablithed by law, and not
led forth into light.  For the female fex is another kind of men, more occult
and fraudulent than we are, through the imbecility of its nature. But the
legiflator did not a& rightly in omitting it, on account of the difﬁcu]ty of
managing it in an orderly manner. For, this being neglefted, many things
in your city will be diffolved, which would fubfift far better than at prefent
if it was regulated by law. For the particulars relative to women are not
only the half (as they may appear to be) of human concerus, if they are left
in a difordered manner ; but, by how much the feminine is worfe than the
mafculine nature with refpe& to virtue, by fo much it furpaffes in multitude
the double. This, therefore, muft be reflumed and correéted; and all em-
ployments and ftudies thould be eftablithed as common, both to men and
women, as that which will more contribute to the felicity of the city. But
at prefent mankind are fo unhappily circumftanced in this refped, that no
prudent man would even mention a thing of this kind, in other places
where eating in common is by no means approved. IHow then can any
one attempt, without rendering himfelf ridiculous, to force women to cat
and drink openly ! For there is not any thing which the fex would more

difficultly
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difficultly endure than this, For, being accuftomed to live timoroufly, and
obfcurely, when forced into light they will make every pofiible refiftance,
and greatly overpower the legiflator. Women, therefore, as I have faid,
will not elfewhere endure even the moft rational difcourfe, without extreme
vociferation ; but here perhaps they will.  If then it is agreeable to you, for
the fake of converfation, left our difcourfe about every kind of polity thould
be incomplete, [ am defirous of informing you, how good and becoming a
thing this is,—if, as I faid, it is agrecable to you to hear it :— if not, I fhall
difmifs it.

Crin. But, O gueft, we are wonderfully defirous of hearing it.

GuesT. Let us then hear it. But you muft not wonder if I appear to
you to derive what I fhall fay from an elevated fource. For we are now
at leifurc, and there is nothing to prevent us from confidering every thing
pertaining to laws.

Crin. Rightly faid.
GuesT. Again, therefore, we will recur to what was firft afferted by us.

For it is highly proper that every man fhould know, that the generation of
men either never had any beginning, nor ever will have an end, but always
was and alwa_s will be; or that, if it had a beginning, the length of time
from its commcncement is immenfe.

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. Whatthen? Should not we think that there have been all-various.
eftablithments and fubverfions of cities, ftudies and employments of every
kind, fome attended with and others without order, and all-various defires of
food and drink, in cvery part of the earth; likewife all-various revolutions
of feafons, in which animals have undergone a prodigious number of muta-
tions ?

CrLin. It is reafonable to think fo.
Guest. What then? Shall we belicve that vines at a certain period rofe

into exiftence, and in a fimilar manner olives, and the gifts of Ceres and
Proferpine ; and that a certain Triptolemus fupplied things of this kind ¥
And fhall we not think that during the time in which thefe had no exift-
ence animals devoured cach other, as at prefent !

Crin. We ought doubtlefs to think fo.

GuesT. But we fec at prefent that men facrifice each other in many
4 places;
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places; and we hear, on the contrary, that there was a time when we did
not dare to tafte the fleth of oxen, and when we did not facrifice animals to
the Gods, but cakes, and fruits moiftened with honey, and other pure
offerings of a fimilar kind: but we entirely abftained from fleth ; confider-
ing it as neither holy to feed on it, nor to defile the altars of the Gods with
blood. But we then lived an Orphic® life, feeding on all inanimate fub-
ftances, but on the contrary abftaining from all animals.

CrLiN. Thefe things, as you fay, are every where reported, and perfuade
belief.

GuesT. But fome one may fay, What is the meaning of all this?

CrLin. You very properly conje&ture what is likely to be the cafe, O gueft.

Gusst. 1 fhall endeavour, therefore, if I am able, O Clinias, to unfold
what is confequent to this.

Crin. Speak then.

GuesT. I behold all things fufpended to men, from a triple indigence and
defire, through which virtue is produced if they are properly condu&ed, but the
contrary if they are improperly burdened. Thefeare, from the very period of
their birth, meat and drink, of which every animal having an innate love, it is
full of fury, and refufes to liften to him who fays that fomething elfe'is to
be done befides replenifhing the pleafures and defires, with which all fuch
things as thefe are converfant, and perpetually avoiding every kind of pain.
But a third, and this the greateft indigence, and the moft acute defire, after-
wards excites us, producing in mankind the moft fiery furies. This is
the defire of propagating the {pecies, which burns with unbounded infolence.
Thefe three difeafes fhould be turned from that which is called moft
pleafant, to that which is beft, by three the greateft of all things; viz. fear,
Jaw, and true reafon; at the fame time employing the mufes, and the ago-
niftic Gods, in order to extinguith this influx and increafe, But after mar-
riages we fhould place the procreation of children, and, after this, education
and difcipline. For, our difcourfe proceeding in this manner, the law will
perhaps at length lead us to public banquets, when we have arrived at
affociations of this kind; and then perhaps we fhall fee more clearly than
before, whether this mode of eating in public ought to be adopted by women

* The Orphic facrifices were unbloody, as the hymns of Orpheus which are now extant abun-
dantly teftify,

alene,


file:////z.fear

THE LAWS, 177

alone, or by men, togcther with the particulars preceding this mode, and
which are not yet legally eftablithed. Thefe things, as I juft now faid, we
thall then behold more accurately, and eftablith refpe@ing them more becon-
ing and convenient laws.

CLiN. You {peak with the greateft rectitude.

Guest. Let us, therefore, preferve in our memory what we have juft
now faid : for perhaps we fhall have occafion for it hereafter.

CriN. What arc the things which you exhort us to remember ?

Gurst. Thofe which we defined by three words ; viz. meat, drink, and
the aftonifhment about venereal concerns.

Crin. We fhall by ull means, O gueft, be careful to remember thefe
things.

GuesT. It is well. But let us proceed to matrimonial concerns, and
inftru& the bride and bridegroom in what manner children ought to be
procreated ; and if we cannot perfuade them to comply with our inftruétions,
we will threaten them with certain laws.

Crin. How?

GuesT. It is proper that the bride and bridegroom fhould confider, that
children are to be exhibited to the city, as much as poffible, the moft
beautiful and the beft. But all men who produce any thing in common,
when they attend both to themfelves and the work, produce the whole
beautiful and good: but when they do not attend, or are not endued with
intelle@, the contrary takes place. The bridegroom, however, fhould
attend both to the bride and to the procreation of children: and in a fimilar
manner the bride fhould attend to the bridegroom, efpecially at that time
when children are not yet begotten by them. Certain women chofen by
us fhall be infpectors of this particular, whether many or few, juft as it
may feem fit to the governors. 'Thefe fhall aflemble every day in the
temple of Lucina, and continuc there for the third part of an hour. Here
they fhall inform each other, if they have feen any married man or woman
looking to any thing elfe than what the facrifices and facred ceremonies
pertaining to marriage order to be done. Let the procreation of children
and the infpecion of the women above mentioned continue for ten years,
but not for a longer time, when there is an eafy flux of generation. But
if fome continue unprolific for this frace( of time, after having confulted
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with their kindred, and the women that fuperintend them, they fhall be
divorced in fuch a manner as is advantageous to both. However, if any
altercation enfues refpe@ing what is proper and advantageous to each, ten
guardians of the law, chofen by the contending parties, fhall take cogni-
zance of and determine the affair.  After this, the infpe@ing women fhall
enter into the houfes of the young men, and, partly by admonitions and
partly by threats, liberate them from their error and ignorance. But if they
are unable to accomplifh this, they thall fpeak to the guardians of the law,
who thall then take the affair into confideration. If they too are incapable of
applying a remedy, they fhall make the people acquainted with the cafe;
at the fame time giving in the offenders’ nahes in writing, and affirming
by an oath that they are unable to render them better.  But let him whofe
name is committed to writing be difgraced, unlefs he can confute his
accufers "in the court of judgment. If he is unable to do this, he fhall
geither engage in a matrimonial connedion, nor in the procreation of
children.  And in cafe he attempts it, any one that pleafes thall punith him
with impunity. The fame laws too muft be eftablithed refpeting women.
For fuch fhall not participate of female cgreffions and honours, and fhall
not be permitted to go to weddings, and labours, if they are in a fimilar
manner condemned in a court of juftice. But when children are begotten
according to law, if any one has conneétion with another man’s wife, or a
woman with any man but her hufband, while children are begotten by
them, let them be punithed in the manner mentioned above when they did
not beget children. In the next place, let the married men and women
that live temperately with refpet to all fuch things as thefe, be honoured,
but thofe that live in a contrary manner be difgraced. And if the greater
part of the citizens condu&t themfelves with moderation in things of this
kind, let thefe particulars be pafled over in {ilence, without being eftablithed
by law. But if the condu@ of the greater part is difordered in things of
this kind, let them be legally eftablithed, and a judgment made of fuch
condu&@ according to the eftablithed laws. The firft year is the beginning
of the whole of life to every one. This ought to be written in paternal
temples, as the beginning of life, both to boys and girls. In cvery tribe,
too, the number of th¢ governors that arc reckoned by vears fhould be
written on a white wall. Next to thefe, the names of thofc that are living
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in the tribe fhould always be wiitten ; and on their deceafe their names
fhould be blotted out. The boundary of marriage for girls thould be from
fixtcen to twenty years of age ; and this thould be the longeft definite time :
but for boys, from thirty to thirty-five. The time for ading in the
capacity of magiftrates fhould be limited: for women, to forty years of
age ; but for men, to thirty. With refped@ to war, men fthould engage in
it from twenty to fixty years of age ; but women, when it fhall appear
ncceflary to employ them for warlike purpofes, and after they have brought
forth children, to the fifticth year of their age: at the fame time being
mindful to prefcribe the poflible and the becoming to each.

THE END OF THE SIXTH BOOK.
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CH]LDREN, therefore, both male and female, being begotten, we fhall
a& with the greateft propriety in fpeaking in the next place about their edu-
cation and difcipline ; for to pafs this over in filence is perfe@ly impoffible.
However, when it is difcuffed, it will appear to us to be rather fimilar to a
certain doftrine and admonition than to laws. For the numerous fmall
and unapparent circumftances which happen privately, and in every houfe,
fince they eafily take place through the pain, pleafure and defire of the re-
fpettive individuals, contrary to the intention of the legiflator, render the
manners of the citizens all-various, and not fimilar to each other. But
this is an evil to cities. For, on account of their fmallnefs and frequency,
to punith them by a legal fine would be unbecoming, and at the fame time
unfcemly., It would likewife be the means of deftroying written laws, in
confequence of men being accuftomed to a@ contrary to law in things fmall
and numerous. So_that it is difficult indeed to eftablith laws concerning
them, and impoffible to pafs them over in filence. But I will endeavour to
render what 1 fay manifeft, leading forth an example, as it were, into light;
for what is faid at prefent feems to be involved in obfcurity.

Crin. You fpeak moft truly,

GuesT. Thata proper education, therefore, appears to be capable of ren-
dering both fouls and bodies moft beautiful and excellent, has been rightly
allerted by us.

Crin. Undoubedly.

GuesT. But I think that the moft beautiful bodies are fimply thofe which
unmediately from infancy grow in the moft proper manner.

: CLIn.
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Crin, Eitirely fo.
Guest. But what? Do we not underftand this, that the firft blofflom of

every animal is by far the greateft and moft abundant ; fo that it is the fource
of contention to many, that human bodies at twenty do not receive twice the
increafe in length which they had at five years of age ?

CrLin. True.

Guest. What then? When therc is an influx of abundant increafe with-
out many and moderate labours, do we not know that it produces ten thou-
{and maladies in bodics ¢

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuEest. Many labours, therefore, are then neceflary, when abundant nu-
triment is introduced into bodies.

Criy. What do you fay, O gueft? Shall we order thofe who are but
juft born, and the youngett, to undergo the greateft labours?
~ GuesT. By no mcans: but ftill prior to thefe, thofe that are nourifhed in
their mother’s womb.

Crin. How do you fay, O beft of men? Do you really fpeak of thofe
that are yet carricd in the womb of their mother {

Guest. I'do. But it is not at all wonderful that you fhould be ignorant
of the exercife of fuch as thefe; which, though it appears to be abfurd, I am
willing to unfold to you.

CriN. Byall means, do fo.

GuesT. By us, indeed, a thing of this kind can be more readily compre-
hended, becaufe children there engage in certain fports more than is proper.
For, with us, not ouly children, but certain old men, nourifh the young
of birds, and exercife them in fighting with each other; but they are far
from thinking that the labours, in which by exercifing they excite them,
are moderate.  For, befides this, taking each of them by the wing, they
walk many ftadia with the leffer young in their hands, and the larger under
their arms; and this, not for the fake of the good habit of their own bodies,
but for that of the birds. And by this, indeed, they fignify thus much to
him who 1s capable of underftanding what is faid, that all bodies are bene-
fited by motion and agitation when not continued to wearinefs, whether
thefc are produced from themfelves, or by carriages, or by the fea, or
hotfes, or by whatever other mcans bodies are moved.  Hence, through

thefe
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thefe vanquifhing the nutriment of food and drink, they are able to impart
to us health, beauty, and ftrength. This being the cafe, what fhall we fay
we ought to do in the next place? Are you willing that we fhould fay,
laughing, while we arc eftablithing laws, that the pregnant woman fhould
take the exercife of walking, and, after fhe is delivered, fathion the infant
like wax, while he is moift, and during the fpace of two years bind him
with rollers ! Likewife, that we thould compel the nurfes, by legal fines,
to carry the children either into the fields, or to the temples, or their ac-
quaintance, till they are fufficiently able to ftand alone? And that then they
thould be careful left their legs become diftorted through the vielence of reft-
g on them ; and, for this purpofe, fhould carry them in their arms till they
are three years old? That the nurfes, likewife, ought to be as ftrong as pof-
fible ; and that there thould be more than one for each child ?  And, laftly,
that a punithment fhall be ordained by a written law for negle&t in each of
thefe particulars?  Or fhall this by no means be the cafe? For that which
we juft now mentioned will happen to us in great abundance.

Crin. What is that?

Guest. We fhall expofe ourfelves to abundant laughter, becaufe the effe-
minate and fervile manners of the nurfes will be unwilling to obey us.

CriN. For whofe fake, therefore, fhall we fay thefe things ought to be
afferted?

GuesT. For the fake of the manners of the mafters and free perfons in
the city, who, perhaps, when they hear thefe things, will rightly conceive,
that unlefs private affairs are properly conduéed in cities, it is in vain to ex-
pe& that fuch as are common can have any ftability by the promulgation of
laws ; and who, in confequence of fuch a conception, will ufe as laws what
we have juft now advanced. And further ftill, by a proper ufe of thefe af-
fertions they will govern both their families and the city in {uch a manner as
to render them happy.

CrLiN. What you fay is very likely to be the cafe.

Guest. We thould not, therefore, defift from a legiflation of this kind
till we have delivered the particulars of thofe ftudies which pertain to the
fouls of very young children, and thus bring our difcourfe to a couclufion im
the fame manner as when we fpoke concerning their bodies,

CriN. Perfe@ly right.

GuEST.



THE LAWS. 183

GuesT. Let us receive this, therefore, as an element with refpe@ to both
the body and foul of very young children, that nutrition and motion, when
applied every night aud day, are profitable to all juvenile bodies and fouls,
but efpecially to the moft youthful ; fo that, if it were poffible, they fhould be
in fucha condition as if they were always failing on the fea.  But as this is
impoffible, it is requifite to approach as near to this as we are able in our treat-
ment of infants. Indced, that we ought to do fo, may be conjc@ured from
this, that both the nurfes of infants, and thofe who are initiated in the re-
medies of the Corybantes, know experimentally that it is ufeful. For, when
mothers arc defirous that their children who fleep with difficulty may-ﬂeep
foundly, they do not attempt to accomplifh this by quiet, but, on the con-
trary, by gently moving them in their arms; nor yet by filence, but by
finging to them. And, in fhort, they charm their children by the melody
of their voice, as if by that of a pipe; juft in the fame manner as the re-
medies of mad Bacchanalians employ this choir, and, at the fame time, Mufe
of motion.

Crin. What then, O gueft, is efpecially the caufe of this to us?

GuesT. It is not very difficult to know.

Crin. How fo?

GuesT. Both thefe paffions confift in fear: and they are certain terrors
arifing from a depraved habit of the foul. When, therefore, any one exter-
nally caufes an agitation in paffions of this kind, the exterior vanquithes the
interior dreadful and infane motion : but, being vanquithed, a tranquil quiet
takes place in the foul, and the leaping of the heart, which was troublefome
to endure, fubfides. And thus it entircly caufes fome to receive the benefit
of flecp ; but it recalls others, who are awake, from infane to prudent habits,
by dancing and. the melody of the pipe, in conjunétion with thofe divinities
to whom fuppliants facrifice. And thefe things, in fhort, poflefs a certain
;probable reafon.

Crin. Entirely fo.

Guest. But if thefe things poffefs fuch a power, this ought to be under-
ftood concerning them, that every foul that has been familiar with fear from
infancy will have been more accuftomed to endurance. Every one, how-
ever, will acknowledge that this is an exercife of timidity, and not of for-
titude.

CLin,
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CrLiN. Undoubtedly.

GuEesrt. But, on the contrary, we fhould fay that he is exercifed in fo:-
titude who, from his infancy, has made it his ftudy to vanquifh all the fears
and terrors which befall us.

Crin. Right,

Guest. We may fay, therefore, that this one thing greatly contributes to
a part of the virtue of the foul, viz. the all-perfe& gymnaftic exercife of
children in motions.

CrIn. Entirely fo.

GuesT. And befides this, a placid or morofe difpofition becomes no fmalt
part of goodnefs or depravity of foul,

Crin. Undoubtedly. »

Guest. But we fhould endeavour to relate to the utmoft of our ability,
after what manner we fhould with that each of thefe may be 1mplanted in
infants.

Crin, Certainly.

GuesT. This, then, is a dogma with us, that luxury renders the manners
of youth morofe, irafcible, and vehemently agitated by things of a trifling
nature ; but that, on the contrary, exceflive and ruftic fervitude caufes them
to be abject, illiberal, haters of mankind, and unfit for fociety,

CriN. But how will the whole city be able to educate infants, who are
incapable of underftanding what is faxd to them, and who cannot tafte of
any difcipline whatever ?

GuesT. Thus. Everyanimal, as foon as it is born, is accuftomed to utter
certain founds with a loud voice: and this is particularly the cafe with the
human fpecies, which to vociferation adds weeping,

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuesT. Nurfes, therefore, being defirous to know what infants are in
want of, conjeCture this by the things which they offer to them. For that
which caufes them to be filent they confider as offered to them in a becom-
ing manner, but that as improperly offered at which they cry and make a
noife. For, in children, vociferation and tears are indications by no means
fortunate of the things which they love and hate. But the time in which
this takes place is not lefs than the fpace of three years, which is no fmall
portion of life to pafs through well or ill,
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Crin. Right.
GuesT. Does not a child at that period appear to you to be morofe, and

by no means kind, and for the moft part full of lamentation and tears, more
than becomes one that is good ? :

Crin. It appears fo to me.

Guest. What then? If fome one thould endeavour, by all poffible means,
that during this period of three years the child may in as fmall a degree as
poffible be affe@ed with forrow, fear, and pain, thould we not think that
by this means his foul would be rendered more cheerful and kind ?

Crin. It is evident it would, O gueft, and efpecxally‘xf the child fhould
be fupplied with many pleafures.

GuesT. This I cannot grant you, O wonderful Clinias. For with us an
action of this kind would be the moft pernicious of all things. But let us fee
whether we may affert a certain thing.

Crin. Inform us what it is.

GuesT. Our difcourfe, at prefent, is about a thing of no finall import-
ance. Do you, O Megillus, attend and decide for us. For my difcourfe
afferts that an upright life ought ncither to purfue pleafures, nor entirely
avoid pain, but fhould embrace the medium between thefe, which we juft
now denominated benignity ; and which, from a certain oracular rumour, we
all of us aptly call the habit of divinity., We fay too, that he who is de-
firous of becoming a divine man ought to purfue this habit, fo that he may
neither be wholly hurried away to pleafures in a rath manner (for in this
<cafe he would not be free from pain), nor yet fuffer any other to a& in this
manner, whether he is an old or a young man, of the male or female fex.
But he will leaft of all fuffer this to be the cafe with infants. For all the
manners then, through cuftom, inhere in every one in the moft firm and
powerful manner. And further ftill, if it were not that I fhould appear
to jeft, I fhould fay that pregnant women ought more than other women fo
to be managed, that during the year of their pregnancy they may neither
be engaged in certain numecrous and infane pleafures, nor be agitated by
pain, but lead a benignant, benevolent, and mild life. '

Crin. There was no occafion for vou, O gueft, toaftk Megillus, which
of us fpoke in the more proper manner; for I agree with you, that all men
ought to fly from a lifc of unmingled pleafure and pain, and that they thould
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always purfue a certain middle condition. You have, therefore, both fpoken
and heard in a becoming manner.

GuesT. With very great re&itude, therefore, O Clinias. But, befides
thefe things, let us all three confider this.

Crin. What?

Guest. That all thefe particulars which are now difcuffed by us are
called by many unwritten laws, and that thofe which are denominated the
laws of a country are no other than all thefe. And further ftill, that what
we juft now faid, that thefe particulars ought neither to be called laws, nor
yet fuffered to be paffed over in filence, was beautifully afferted. For thefe
are the bonds of every polity, fubfifting between all laws that are as yet and
will be hereafter written, and being as it were altogether the laws of a
country, and fuch as are in every refpect antient. Thefe, when eftablithed
in a becoming manner, and rendered familiar, will inveft the written laws
with every kind of fafety. But when they are eftablifhed in an unbecoming
manner, confufion will be the confequence: juft as in edifices, when the
pillars by which they are fupported are taken away, the whole falls to the
ground, fome things lic under others, and thofe parts of the ftructure
which were beautifully raifed on the pillars become a heap of ruins, through
the falling of their fupporters. In confequence of confidering this, O Clinias,.
it is proper that you thould bind your city on all fides, as being a new city,
and that to the utmoft of your power you fhould not omit any thing either
great or {fmall, which may be called laws, or manners, or ftudies: for by all
thefe a city is bound together ; but no one of thefe can be ftable without
the reft. So that it is not proper to wonder, if, in confequence of many
and at the fame time {mall things appearing to us to be legal, or this being
the cafe with a conflux of cuftoms, the laws thould become more extended.

Crin. You fpeak properly ; and we fhall think in this manner.

GuesT. If any one, therefore, accurately accomplifhes thefe things, in:
both male and female children of three years old, and does not negligently
make ufe of what has been faid, he will procure no fmall advantage to fuch
as are recently educated.  But thefe things will be accommodated to the dif-
pofition of children of three, four, five, and fix years of age. Luxury
too fhould be removed from them ; and they fhould be chaftized, but not in
an ignominious manner. But, as we faid refpeéting flaves, that they fhould
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neither be chaftized with infolence, as this would excite them to anger, nor
yet be fuffered to go unpunifthed, as this would render them delicate ; the
fame mode of condué fhould be obferved towards thofe that are free. Sports,
however, are to children certain fpontanecous things, which when they en-
gage in, they nearly of themfelves invent. All children then of this age
thould aflfemble in the temples of the refpetive diftriéts, from three to fix
years of age ; the nurfes of thefe ftill keeping a watchful eye over their or-
derly bebaviour and incontinence.  But one out of each of the twelve
women fhould be placed over the nurfes, and the whole herd, for the {pace
of a yecar; and her province muft confift in taking care that every thing
prefcribed by the guardians of the law is executed in an orderly manner.
Thefe thould be chofen by the women that prefide over marriages; one out
of cach tribe, and of the fame age with themfelves. She who is eftablithed
in this office thould go every day to a temple, and always punith the perfon
that alls unjuftly, viz. a male and female {lave and a f’rfanger of either fex,
herfelf, by means of certain fervants of the city ; but a citizen, when fhe
is doubtful refpe@ting his punithment, muft be taken by her to the adiles to
reccive his fentence.  But when the punithment which a citizen deferves is
not dubious, fhe herfelf fhall inflict it.  After children are fix years of age,
the males thould be feparated from the females; boys fhould affociate with
boys, and girls in a fimilar manner with each other. It is likewife proper
that the attention of cach fhould be dire@ed to difciplines ; the males being
fent to the mafters of equeftrian exercifes, of bows, darts, and {flings;
likewife the females, if difcipline of this kind is allowed them; and efpe-
cially that they may become acquainted with the ufe of arms. But now
almoft all men arc ignorant how things of this kind arc circumftanced.

Crix. What do you mean?

Guest. That things on the right hand feem to differ naturally from
thofe on the left, with refpe to the feveral adtions of the hands.  For the
feet, and the inferior parts of the body, do not appear to poflefs any difference
with refpe& to labour.  But in the hands we each of us become as it were
lame, through the ignorance of our nurfes and mothers. Ior each of the
members naturally poflefles nearly equal power ; but they not properly ufing
them, through cuftom we make a difference between them. For, indeed,
i certain cmployments there is no great difference in the ufe of the hands.

2B 2 Thus,
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Thus, ufing the Iyre with the left hand, and the pleGrum with the right, is
a thing of no confequence ; and fo in other things of a fimilar nature. But
not to ufe thefe examples in other particulars is nearly folly. The law of
the Scythians, indeed, evinces the truth of thefe obfervations. For they not
only hold the bow in their left band, and the arrow in the right, but fimilarly
employ both hands for both thefe. And there are many other examples of
this kind in charioteers and others. From all which we may learn, that
thofe who render the left hand more imbecil than the right a& contrary to
nature. ‘This, as [ have faid, is a thing of no great confequence in horned
ple€tra, and fuch-like inftruments ; but in battle, where it is neceffary to ufe
iron, bows, and fpears, it is of great confequence. But it is by far of the
greateft importance when it is requifite to ufe arms againft arms. There s,
indeed, a great difference between one that learns and one that does not
learn, and between him who is exercifed and him who is not exercifed.
For, as he who is perfe@ly exercifed in the pancratium, or in boxing, or
wreftling, is not incapable of fighting from his left-hand parts, but becomes
lame and confufed in his motions when any one, caufing him to change his
pofition, compels him to exercife himfelf from his right-hand parts ;—the
fame thing, in my opinion, ought to appear proper in arms, and in every
thing elfe. For he who poffefles a twofold power, viz. of defending him-
felf, and vanquithing others, ought not to fuffer, to the utmoft of his power,
either of thefe to remain indolent and without fkill. And if any one had
the nature of Geryon or Briareus, fince in this cafe he would be capable of
ufing a hundred hands, he ought with all thefe hands to hurl a hundred
darts.  All thefe particulars ought to be under the dire&ion of the male and
female governors ; the female governors infpe@ing the fports and nutriment
of the children, but the male their difciplines, that, all the boys and girls
having the perfeét ufe of both their feet and both their hands, they may as
much as poffible in no refpe@ injure nature by cuftom. But it will happen
that twofold difciplines muft be ufed; gymnaftic, for particulars pertaining
to the body; and mufic, for fuch as pertain to the good condition of the
foul. Again, however, gymnatftic is twofold ; dancing and wreftling. And
of ddncing, one kind imitates the dition of the mufe, preferving the mag-
nificent in conjunétion with the liberal ; but another kind, for the fake of
the good habit, lightnefs, and beauty of the parts and members of the

body,
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body, aptly beuds and firctches each, imparting to them rhythmical motion,
diffemiiating, and at the fame time following the whole order of dancing.
With refpe& to wreftling, that which Antzus or Cercyon adopted among
their arts, for the fake of ufelefs contention, or the boxing employed by
Epeus ' or Amycus *, fince they are of no ufe in battle, they do not deferve
to be mentioned. But the particulars refpe@ing proper wreftling, by cling-
ing round the neck, or with the hands, or round the fides, when defire of
victory and a good habit of body are applied for the fake of ftrength and
health,—thefe, as they are ufeful to every purpefe, are not to be omitted ;
but both mafters and difciples are to be enjoined, that, when we eftablith the
laws refpefting thefe, all fuch particulars may be benevolently imparted to
the one, and gratefully received by the other. Nor muft fuch imitations in
choirs as are fit to be imitated be omitted; in this place, indeed, the
armed fports of the Curetes; but, in Laced®mon, of the Diofcuri. Our
virgin too and miftrefs Minerva, being delighted with the fport of the choir,
does not think it fit to play with empty hands; but, being perfe@tly adorned
with complete armour, the in this manner completes the dance. It will be
proper that all the boys and girls thould imitate the goddefs in this refpeét,
honouring her benevolence, in the neceffity of war, and for the fake of fefti-
vals, It will likewife be proper that boys, immediately before they go to
battle, thould fupplicate and make facred proceffions in honour of all the
Gods, being at the fame time adorned with arms and horfes, and performing
their fupplications to the Gods and the fons of the Gods, fomctimes {wifter,
and fometimes flower in dancing, and as they proceed to battle, Contefts
too, and preludes of contefts, thould be ufed, for no other purpofe than for
the fake of thefe things. For thefe, both in peace and war, are ufeful to
a city and to private families. But other labours, fports, and exercifes re-
fpe@ing the body are not, O Megillus and Clinias, liberal.  And thus that
gymnoaftic, which T faid in our former difcourfe ought to be difcufled, is
nearly now abfolved.  But, if you have any thing better than this, {pcak, and
do not withhold it.

* Epeus was the fon of Endymion, and brother to Pxon, who reigned in a part of Pelo-
ponnefus. His fubje&s were called from him Epei. He conqucred in boxing at the funeral
games in honour of Patroclus.

2 Amycus was the fon of Neptune, by Melia, and was famous for his {kill in the management

of the ceftus.
CLiN,
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Crin. It is not eafy, O gueft, omitting thefe, to have any thing better to
fay about gymnaftic and conteft.

GuesT. It follows, therefore, that we thould fpeak about the gifts of the
Mufes and Apollo, which we formerly thought we had fo fufficiently dif=
cufled, that the particulars about gymnaftic alone remained ; but now it is
evident that there is fomething refpecting thefe which fhould be mentioned
before every thing elfe.  Of this, therefore, we will in the next place
{peak.

CuriN. By all means. ) )

Guest. Hear me, therefore; for you have heard me in what has been
already difcuffed. But at the fame time it is requifite that both the fpeaker
and hearer fhould be cautious in mentioning that which is vchemently
wonderful and unufual. This alfo fhould be the cafe at prefent. For Iam
now going to affert fomething which cannot be mentioned without fear;
but at the fame time, affluming courage, I fhall not defift.

Crin. What is this, O gueft?

Guest. I fay, that all cities are ignorant that the ftability or mutation
of fports is the principal thing refpeéting the promulgation of laws. For
when it is fo ordered, that the fame perfons always ufe, and are delighted
with, the fame fports, according to the fame, and in a fimilar manuer, legal
inftitutions are then permitted to remain eftablithed in quict. But when
fports are changed, and innovations made in them, f{o that young men are
perpetually engaged in new fports, both in the figures of their bodies and other
apparatus ; continually form a different opinion of the becoming and unbe-
coming in thefe particulars ; and in the higheft degree honour the inventors
of new figures, colours, and every thing elfe of this kind ;—when this is
the cafe, we fay, and fay with the greateft reétitude, that a greater mifchict
cannot befall the city. For it fecretly changes the manners of the youthful
part of the inhabitants, and caufes them to defpife that which isanticut, an
honour that which is new. But I again fay, that there is not any thing
more detrimental to all cities than this affertion and dogma.  Hear, how-
ever, what a mighty evil I fay it is,

Crin. Do you fpeak of blaming antient inftitutions in cities ?

Guest. Entirely fo,

CriN. You fhall not, therefore, find us depraved auditors of this dif-
courfe, but as much as poffible moit benevolent.

GuesT,
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Guest. It is reafonablc to fuppofe that you will be fo.

Crin. Only fpeak, therefore. '

GuesTt. Come then, let us hear this with greater attention, and thus
fpcak among ourfclves. We find then, that ‘mutation in all things, except
fuch as are evil, is in the higheft degrec pernicious at ail times in the diet
of bodies, in the manners of fouls, and, in fhort, in every thing except, as
I juft now faid, in things cvil. So that, if any one direéts his attention to
bodies, and confiders them as accuftomed to certain kinds of food, drink,
and labours, he will find that at firft they are difturbed by them, but after-
wards by the long continued ufe of thefe acquire fleth, become friendly,
accuftomed, and familiar to all this diet, and are difpofed in the beft man-
ner with refpeét to health and pleafure. He will likewife find, that if at
any time they are forced to change any part of their approved diet, at firft
they are difturbed by difeafe, and do not recover their health till they are:
accuftomed to the new food. The fame thing muft be confidered as taking
place in the thoughts of men, and the natures of fouls. For every foul
reverences and fears to make any change in the laws in which it has been
educated, when by a certain divine good fortune thofe laws have remained
for a long time unmoved, fo that no one either recolle&s or has ever heard
that they fubfifted otherwife than at prefent. The legiflator, therefore,
ought to devife fome method by which this may be accomplithed in the city.
But I have difcovered the following method : All men, as I have faid before,
confider the {ports of youth when changed, as nothing more than mere
fports, and are far from thinking that they are of the greateft confequence.
Heuce, they do not refift this mutation, but comply withit. Nor do they
confider, that the children who engage in thefe new {ports neceffarily become
different men from what they would have been if their old fports had re-
mained ; but, becoming different, that they will purfue a different life,
and thus be accuftomed to different ftudies and laws. Hence, no one fears
that what I juft now called the greateft evil will by thefe means happen
to cities. Mautations, therefore, refpe@ing figures are lefs noxious. But
frequent innovations in praifing and blaming manners are, in my opinion,
the greateft of all evils, and the moft to be dreaded.

Crin, Undoubtedly. '

Guest., What then? Shall we believe in our former difcourfe, in which

we
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we faid that the particulars refpeéting rhythm, and every kind of mufic,
were imitations of the manners of better and worfe men? Or how fhall we
fay ?

CLIN. Our opinion is in no refpeét different from this:

GuesT. We fay, therefore, that we fhould endeavour, by every poffible
“eontrivance, that neither children in our city may defire other imitations in
dancing and finging, nor any onc may perfuade them to this innovation by
introducing all-various pleafures.

Crin. You {peak with the utmoft re&itude.

GuesT. Has any one then of us any art better calculated for this purpofe
than that of the Egyptians ?

CriN. What art are you fpeaking of ?

GuesT. That every kind of dancing and melody thould be confecrated ;
inftituting, in the firft place, feftivals at certain times of the year, in honour
of the feveral Gods, the fons of Gods, and deemouns; and after this, the fa-
crifices to the different divinities, together with the ode and choirs with
which the facrifices are to be honoured. After thefe things are eftablifhed,
all the citizens in common thould facrifice to the Fates, and to all the other
Gods, and dedicate their feveral odes to each of the Gods and their attend-
ants. But if any one introduces other hymns and choirs in honour of the
Gods than thofe which are inftituted by law, the priefts and priefteffes, toge-
ther with the guardians of the laws, fhall, in a holy and legitimate manner,
repulfe him in his undertaking. And he who is repulfed, if he is not wil-
lingly reftrained, fhall fuffer the punithment of his impiety through the
whole of life, from any one who is willing to infliét it.

Crin. Right.

GuesT. But fince we are arrived thus far in our difcourfe, we fhould be
affefted in a becoming manner,

CrLin. About what are you fpeaking ? .

GuEesT. All men, not only the old but the young, when they fee or hear
any thing unufual, do not immediately affent to that which is dubious re-
fpecting it, dire&tly, as it were, running to embrace it; but, ftanding fill,
as if fitvated in a place where three roads meet, and not very much feeing
the right way, inquire, and do not proce=d any further till they have a firm
affurance refpecting the road they fhould take. We too fhould a& ina

4 . fimilar
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umilar manner at prefent. For, as we have now fallen upon an unufual and
wonderful difcourfe refpecting laws, we ought ncceflarily to make every
poflible inquiry, and not readily decide, being fuch men as we are, on things
of fuch great importance, or attempt to affert any thing immediately, as if
the fubje@ was perfeély clear.

Crin. You fpeak moft truly.

Guest. We will, thercfore, give the fubje& time, and then firmly decide
upon it, when it has bcen fufficiently confidered by us. But left we thould
in vain leave the order confequent to laws unfinithed, let us proceed to the
end of them. For, perhaps, if divinity is willing, and this difcuffion ob-
tains its completion, what is at prefent dubious may become fufficiently
clear.

CLiN. You fpeak moft excellently, O gueft, and we fhall do as you fay.

*Guest. We fay, then, that this wonderful thing muft be granted,—I
mean, that odes muft be eftablithed for us by law ; juft as the antients, as it
appears, proclaimed refpe@ing finging to the harp.  So that they, perhaps,
did not entirely diffent from what is fuid by us at prefent; but in a dream,
as it were, or roufed to a vigilant ftate, they cither dreamt or prophefied
this, Let this then be the decree refpeting it :—No one thall dare to fing
any thing befides the public and facred fongs, or make any alteration in the
whole choir of the young men, or utter any thing contrary to the other
laws. And he who complies with this decree fhall be liberated from fine;
but he who does not comply, as we faid juft now, fhall be punithed by the
guardians of the laws, and by the pricfts and priefteffes. L.t thefe things,
therefore be now eftablithed for us in difcourfe,

Crin. Let them be cftablifhed. :

Guest. But after what manner can any one fo eftablith them by law as
that he may not appear perfeétly ridiculous? It appears to me that it.will be
the fafeft way to fathion them firft of all in our difcourfe like certain images.
1 fay, then, that one of the images is as follows: The facrifice being per-
formed, and the vi&tims burnt according to law, if fome private perfon, a
fon for inftance, or a brother, thould approach the altars and facred rites
blafpheming with every kind of blafphem, uld we not fay that he ut-
tered a forrowful and bad omen and prophecy, both to his father and the reft
of his kindred ?

YOL, II. 2c . CLin.
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CriN, Undoubtedly.

Guest. This, therefore, in fhort, muft nearly take place in all our
cities. For, when any magiftrate performs any facrifice in common, not
one choir, but a multitude of choirs aflemble on the occafion ; and ftanding
not far from the altars, but fometimes clofe to them, they utter every kind
of blafphemy refpe@ing the facred concerns, exciting the fouls of the hearers
with words, rhythms, and the moft lamentable harmonies: and he who
caufes the city to weep moft abundantly immediately after the facrifice is
finifhed, bears away the palm of viory. Shall we not abrogate this law ?
And if, at any time, it is neceffary that the citizens thould hear lamentations
of this kind, it thould not be on certain facred, but rather on inaufpicious
days : and then it will be proper that rather certain foreign choirs, conduéted
by hire, thould fing on this occafion, as is the cafe at funerals, where thofe
who are hired for the purpofe wWalk before the dead with a certain Caric
Maufe *. A thing of this kind may very properly be adopted about fuch odes
as thefe. A long robe too will be proper for funeral odes, and not crowns
or golden ornaments. But, in fhort, every thing of a nature contrary to
thefe fhould be employed on this occafion, that I may difmifs all further
difcourfe about thefe particulars with the utmoft celerity. I again, there~

fore, afk if it is agreeable to you, that this fiuft image fhould be eftablithed
for odes?

CriN. What kind of image?

GuEsT. A good omen. And, indeed, the genus of the ode fhould every
where, and in every refpe@, be employed in prognofticating well. Or fhall
Inot at all atk your opinion, but thus eftablifh it ?

CrLiN. By all means, eftablifh it: for this law will vanquith by the una-
nimous votes of all men. ’

Guest. What then, after good omination, will be the fecond law of

mufic?  Will it not be, that prayers thould be offered to the refpeétive Gods
to whom we facrifice ?

CriN. Undoubtedly.
GuesT. But the third law, I think, will be, that fince poets know that

3 That is, fays the Greek Scholiaft, a lamentable Mulfe : for the Carians appear to be of a mourn-
ful difpofition, and for hire lament over the dead bodies of forcigners.

prayers


file:///valk

THE LAWS. 195

prayers are petitions addreffed to the Gods, they ought to be careful in the
higheft degree, left they fhould ignorantly requeft what is evil, as if it were
good. For I think the condition of him who prays in this manner would be
ridiculous.

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. Did we not a little before agree, that neither filver nor gold ought
to be confidered as riches in our city ?

Crin. Entirely fo.

Guest. Of what then fhall we fay this difcourfc is the paradigm? Is it not
of this, that not every genus of poets is {ufficient to know, in the higheft de-
gree, things good and evil? If, thercfore, any poet, either in profe or verfe,
thall compofc for us improper pravers, he fhall be made by the citizens to
pray for the contrary to what he afked in his prayers, in things of the
greateft importance : though, as we have already faid, we fhall not find
many offences greater than this. But we fhall eftablith this as one of the
laws and forms refpecting the Mufe.

Crin. Which? Speak to us more clearly,

* GuesT. That a poet fhall not compofe any thing, either beautiful or goed,
different from the legal and juft inftitutions of the citv. Nor fhall he be
permitted to how what he has compofed to any private perfon, before the
judges and guardians of the law, appointed for this purpofe, have feen and
approved it.  But it has nearly been thown by us, who thofe are whom we
have chofen to prefide over mufic and difcipline. Shall 1 then, as ufual, atk
whether this Jaw, formula, and third image, is to be eftablithed for us?
Or how does it appear to you?

Crin. That it thould be eftablithed, undoubtedly.

GuEesT. After thefe things, it will be moft proper that hymns, and enco-
miums of the Gods, fhould be fung mingled with prayers; and after the
Gods, in a fimilar manner, that proper prayers, with encomiums, thould be
offered to deemons and heroes,

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GueEsT. But,after this law, the following will take place without envy.
It will be proper that thofe citizens who have accomplifhed beautiful and
laborious works, pertaining ecither to bodies or fouls, and who have been
obedient to the laws, fhould after their deccafe be celebrated.

2C 2 Grin.
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Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuEest. But to honour thofe who are yet alive, with encomiums and’
hymns, and before, having completely run the race of life, they have arrived
at a beautiful end, is not fafe. Let all thefe particulars be eftablithed for
us, common both to men and women that have been illuftrioufly good.
But it will be proper that odes and dancings thould be eftablithed in the fol-
lowing manner :—There are many antient and beautiful poems about mufic,
and in a fimilar manner about dancing. Out of thefe to choofe that which
is becoming and adapted to an eftablithed polity, cannot be the means of”
exciting envy. The eleCtors of thefe thall not be lefs than fifty years old.
Thefe fhall choofe that poem out of the antient poems which appears to be
fufficient for the purpofe. But that which is infufficient, or altogether un-
fit, they thall cither entirely reje@, or commit to poets and muficians to be
properly corre@ed, employing fdr this purpofe their poetical abilities. They
thall not apply to thefe for the gratification of defire, or for pleafures,. ex-
ceptin a very few cafes; but, the will of the legiflator being made known,
all dancing, every ode, and every choir, thall be inftituted according to their
determination. For every employment about a Mufe, which is conduéted’
in an orderly mauner, though a fweet Mufe is not added, is ten thoufand
times better than every diforderly purfuit of a Mufe. The pleafant, how-
ever, is common to all the Mufes. For every one confiders that to be plea-
fant with which he has been converfant from infancy to mature age. And
if he has been familiar with a prudent and orderly Mufe, when he hears one
of a contrary charalter, he hates, and calls it illiberal. But he who has
been educated in familiarity with a common-and fweet Mufe, calls the con-
trary to this frigid and unpleafant, So that, as 1 juft now faid, neither the
pleafant nor the unpleafant has any peculiar privilege.  But the cafe is
different with refpect to emolument and detriment : for the one renders thofe
who are educated in it better, and the other worfe.

Crin. It is well faid.

Guest. Further ftill, it will be proper to feparate the fongs which are
adapted to the women from thofe which are adapted to the men, defining
them by a certain formula, and accommodating them to harmonies.and
rhythms. For to be diffonant from the whole of harmouny, or foreign from

rhythm, attributing to melodies nothing adapted to each of thefe, is a dire
circumftance.
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circumftance. It is ncceffary, therefore, that the figures of thefe fhould be
eftablithed by law, and both be properly attributed to both.  But that which
is accommodated either to men or women ouglit to be rqndered manifeft from
the difference of the nature of each. That which is magnificent, therefore,
and verges to fortitude, muft be called virile : but that which more inclines
to the ornamental and the moderate muft be delivered, both in law and in
difcourfe, as of a more feminine nature. This, then, isthe order. In the
next place, let us declare after what manuer, by whom, and when, cach of
thefe are to be accomplithed. But as a fhipwright, when he lays down that
which is the principle in the conftruftion of a fthip, defcribes the form of
the keel; in like manner, T appear to myfelf to do the fame thing. For,
while I endeavour to diftinguifh the figures of lives according to the manners
of fouls, I in reality lay down the keels of them, and very properly con-
fider by what device, and after what manner, we may tranfport in the beft
manner life over this fea of life. Human affairs, indeed, are not worthy
of great attention ; vet it is neceffary that they fhould be attended to. But
this is not an unfortunate circumftance. Since, however, we are here, if
we can in a certain refpe@ accomplith this in a convenient manner, it will,
perhaps, be fufficient for us. But fome one may, perhaps, very properly
inquire what it is that I now fay.

CLiN. Some one may. .

GuesT. I fay, then, that a thing of a ferious nature ought to be feri-
oufly ftudied, but that this ought by no means to be the cafe with that which
is not of a ferious nature. And that divinity, indeed, is naturally worthy
of every bleffed ftudy, but that man, as I faid before, was fathioned to be a
certain fport ' of divinity, This, indeed, is truly the moft excellent thing
which he poffeffes. Tt is ncceflary, therefore, that every man and woman,
purfuing this mode, and engaging in the moft beautiful fports, thould thus
pafs through life, thinking, in a manner, eutirely contrary to what they do
at prefent,

CriN. How !

* Anticnt theologifts and intelle€tual philofophers were accuftomed to call the energy of divinity
proceeding into the fenfible univerfe fport, on account of the delufive, fititious, and ever-gliding
nature of matter, and the forms which it contains, So that in this fenfe man, confidcred as con-
neted with body, may be faid to be the fport of divinity.

GuesT,
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Guest. Now, indeed, they think that ferious purfuits ought to fubfift for
the fake of fports. For they confider that warlike concerns, which are
things of a ferious pature, ought to be well difpofed for the fake of peace.
But neither does fport naturally belong to war, nor was there ever any difci-
pline in it which deferves to be mentioned, nor js there at prefent, nor
will be. But we fay that this is a thing of a moft ferious nature,—I mean,
that every one ought to pafs through life, for the moft part, and in the moft
excellent manner, in peace. What the proper manner, therefore, is of
{porting through life, and what the fports are which fhould be employed in
facrifices, in ﬁngmrr and dancing, fo that the Gods may be rendered propi-
tious, and enemies oppofed and vanquifhed in battle; likewife, by what
fongs and dances both thefe may be accomplifhed ;—of all thefe particulars
we have delivered the formule, and, as it were, cut the paths in which we
fhould proceed. The poet too appears to fpeak well when he fays: “ You
will conceive, O Telemachus, fome thiugs from yourfelf, but others the
demon will fuggeft to you. For I do not think that you were born and
nourithed with unfavourablc Gods ', Such too ought to be the concep-
tions of our pupils. For they fhould think that what we have already faid
has been fufficiently faid; and that the deemon and dlvmlty will fuggeft other
things to them refpeéting facrifices and choirs, viz. what dlvmmes they
ought to render propitious in their fports, and when ; at the fame time liv-
ing in a natural manner, and being themfelves, for the moft part, prodigies,
but participating certain fmall portions of truth.

Mecir. You vilify, O gueft, in every refpet the human race.

GuesT. You fhould not wonder at this, O Megillus, but pardon me.
For, looking to divinity, and being affe@ed with the view, I have faid that
which 1 juft now faid. But let our race not be any thing defpicable (if it is
agreeable to you), but worthy ferious attention. After thefe things the
public buildings for gymnaftic exercifes and difciplines have been fpoken of,
and placed in a tripartite manner in the middle of the city. The gymnafia
too of the horfes have, in a fimilar manner, been afligned a tripartite diftri-
bution in the fuburbs of the city, together with ample places adorned for
the fake of the young men, that in thefe they may execrcife themfelves with

* Odyft: lib. ii.
' the
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the bow and arrow, and in other jaculations; and may be properly difci-
plincd and attended to. 1f, therefore, we did not then fufficiently fpeak
about thefe particulars, let us now difcourfe about them in conjunéion with
the laws,

Of all thefe, then, foreign mafters fhould be hired, who refiding in thefe
ample places may tcach every onc that fhall come to be inftruéted, the war-
like and mufical difciplines ; not only inftru@ing thofe whom their parents
with to be taught, and reje@ing others, but, as it is faid, teaching every man
and boy to the utmoft of their power, as being thofe who from neceflity dif-
cipline the city rather than children. My law too afferts the fame things
about females as about males ; and fays, that the former ought to be equally
exercifed with the latter. Nor fthall I be afraid to fay, that both the gym-
naftic and equeftrian difciplines are adapted to women as well as to men.
For I am perfuaded of this through hearing antient fables. But, in fthort,
even at prcfént, I know that there are innumerable myriads of women
about Pontus, called Sauromantides, who are ordered equally to ufe, and
equally to be cxercifed in, horfes, bows, and other arms, in common with
the men, But befides this I reafon in the following manner about thefe
particulars: I fay, if it is poffible that thefe things may fubfift in this man-
ner, the cuftom of our country, which excludes women from engaging with
all their ftrength in the fame purfuits as men, is the moft foolith of all cuf-
toms. For thus every city is ncarly rendered half inftead of double, from the
fame effeéts and labours.  Though, indeed, thisis a wonderful error of the
legiflator.

CrLin, So it appears. Yet, O gucft, many of the things aflerted by us
at prefent are contrary to the cuftom of a polity.

GuesT. But wc ought to permit the fubjeét of our difcourfe to be well
difcufled ; and, when difeufled, it is requifite to felect that which appears to
be beft.

Crin. You have fpoken very elegantly, and you have made me reprove
myfelf for what I juft now faid., Speuk, therefore, after this, whatever is
agreeable to yourfelf. ‘

GuesT. That is agrccable to me, O Clinias, which I faid above; that,
if it thould appear thefe things could not be fufficiently accomplithed, they

4 may
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may perhaps be contradicted in difcourfe.  But now, if fome oncis by no
means difpofed to admit this Jaw, he ought to inquire after fomething elfe,
Neverthelefs our exhortation will not ceafe to affert that women ought in the
higheft degree, in our city, to participatc in common with the men of dif-
cipline and other particulars, For ina certain refpet it is requifite to think
as follows on this fubjett. Admit that women are mnot to participate
in common with men, in every thiug pertaining to life, will it not be necef-
fary that another order thould be affigned to them ?

Crin. 1t will be neceffary.

Gugest. What other order then among thofe which exift at prefent, fhall
we affign them in preference to that of our communion? Shall we adopt
that of the Thracians and many other nations, who ufe women for the pur-
pofes of agriculture, and in the place of herdfimen and fhepherds, in the
very fame manner as they uvfe their flaves?  Or fhall we adopt the cuftom
of our country, and that of all our ncighbouring cities? For, with us, all
pofleffions, as they arc called, are colleéted together into one habitation,
and the care of provifions, fhuttles, and every thing pertaining to the ma-
nufacture of wool, is committed to women. Or fhall we, O Megillus,
choofe a medivm between thefe, the Laconic mode? fo that virgins fhall
engage in gymnaftic exercifes and mufic; but women, during the time of
peace, fhall take care of the manufadure of wool, at the fame time leading
an active, but by no means a depraved and abjeét life? And further ftill, thall
they beftow a certain kind of middle attention to the care of provifions and
the education of children, but fhall not engage in war; fo that, if it thould
be neceffary at any time to defend the city and their children, they may
neither be able to ufe bows like certain Amazons, nor be fkilled in any other
kind of jaculation, nor yet to imitate the Goddefs with {pear and fhield,
and make a generous refiftance for their befieged country, fo as to be able,
when beheld in a certain order, at leaft to terrify the enemy, if they car
accomplifh nothing greater than this? But, if they live in this maunner, they
will by no means dare to imitate the Sauromantides, who will appear to thefe
women to be men. Let him, therefore, who is willing to praife your
legiflators for thefe things, praife them: but my opinion refpeéting them
will never alter.  For a legiflator ought to be a perfe and not a half cha-
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ra&er, who fuffers the female fex to be loft in luxury, and to ufe improper
diet, but takes confummate carc of the male fex, and thus nearly leaves for
the city the half inftead of the double of a happy life.

Mecir. What fhall we do, O Clinias? Shall we fuffer our gueft thus to
cenfure the Spartans ?

Crin. Certainly, TFor, fince liberty of {peech is given to him, he muft be
fuffered to go on, till laws have in cvery refpect been fufficiently difcuffed.

MEGiL. You fpeak very properly.

GuesT. It is, thercfore, nearly my province to endeavour to difcufs what
is fubfcquent to this. :

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuesTt. What then will be the mode of life by which neceflaries may be
moderately procured for men? f{o that arts may be left to others, but agri-
culture committed to flaves, who may procure the firft fruits of the earth,
fo as to be fufficient for men that live in a moderate manner ; likewife,
that eating in common may be adopted, the men being placed apart, and
their domettics fituated near them; alfo the female oftspring, together with
their mothers. Further flill, that male and female governors may be placed
over thefe public banquets, fo as to diffolve them every day, and infpect the
behaviour of all thofe that eat in common ; and who may return home after
the governor and the reft have made libations to thofe Gods to whom that
day or night is dedicated. To men governed in this orderly manner, will no
neceffary work, and which is in every refpe@ adapted to them, be left?
But is it neceflary that cach of them thould live after the manner of cattle,
paying attention to nothing but growing fat? This therefore, we fay, isnei-
ther juft nor beautiful : nor is it poffible that a man who lives in this man-
ner can obtain that which is adapted to his nature. But to a fluggith ani-
mal, and which grows fat through indolence, it belongs to be torn in pieces
by another animal who is vehemently cxercifed by fortitude and labours.
If, therefore, we inveftigate thefe things with the accuracy which we employ
at prefent, we thall perhaps find that they will never take place as long as
women and children, private houfes, and every thing elfe of this kind, are
made to be private property. But thofe particulars which are fecondary to
thefe, and have juft now been mentioned by us, if they take place, fhould
be eftablifhed in a very moderate manner. We fay then that a work remains
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for thofe that live in this manner, which is neither the fmalleft nor the moft
vile, but the greateft of all things which are ordained by a juftlaw. For,
as he who afpires after viCtory, in the Pythian or Olympian games, negle@s
every other purfuit, fo his foul is filled with a double, or more than a double
employment, who devotes himf{elf in the moft proper manner to the virtue
of the foul and body. For no other employment ought to become an impe-
diment to a proper attention to the body, and to the difciplines and man-
ners of the foul.  But, indeed, cvery night and cvery day are fcarcely fuffi-
cient for him who does this, to accomplith his end in a perfeét and fufficient
manner. Since thefe things, therefore, naturally fubfift in this manner, the
whole time of cmployment ought to be always orderly affigned to liberal
men, in a continued fucceflion, from one rifing of the fun to another. The
legiflator, indeed, will appear ungraceful, who fays many and trifling
things about domeftic governmeiit, and among thefe about the neceffity of
no¢turnal vigilance, in order that the whole city may be continually de-
fended with accuracy. For it ought to be confidered as bafe, and not liberal,
by all men, for any citizen to pafs the whole night in fleep, and not to be
always the “firft that is roufed and feen by all his domeftics ; whether it is
proper to call a thing of this kind a law or an inftitute. Befides this, it
ought to be reckoned bafe by female flaves, for the miftrefs to be roufed by
them, inftead of being herfelf the firft to roufe the reft, viz. both male and
female flaves, her children, and in fhort, if poffible, the whole houfe. All
free perfons, therefore, rifing by night, fhould perform the many neceffary
political and ceconomic duties of their ftations; the governors, thofe pertain-
ing to the city, and mafters and miftrefles, thofe pertaining to their families.
For much fleep is neither naturally adapted to bodies nor to fouls, nor to the
actions of thefe. For he who isafleep is of no more worth than that which
is deftitute of life; but, whoever among us is careful in the higheft degrec
that he may live and be wife, will be vigilant for the greateft part of hic
time, fleeping no longer than is neceffary to the prefervation of health. But
much of this will not be requifite for him who is familiar with good habits,
Magiftrates, indeed, who are vigilant by night in cities, are a terror to evil
men, whether they are enemies or citizens, but are admired and honoured by
the juft and the wife ; aud are both ufeful to themfelves and the whole city.
The night being paffed through in this manner, befides all the above-men~
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tioned advantages, produces likewife a certain fortitude in the fouls of the
citizens. On the dawn of day it will be proper that boys fhould go to their
mafters. For ncither cattle nor any thing clfe fhould live without a thep-
herd ; nor boys without certain teachers, nor flaves without mafters: but
aboy is the moft difficult to manage of all wwild beafls. For, in confequence of
the fountain of prudence in him not being yet perfeét, he becomes infidious
and vehement, and the moft infolent of wild beafts. On this account it is
neceffary to bind Eim with a multitude of chains: and as foon as he is freed
from his nurfe and mother, he fhould be committed to the care of pedagogucs,
on accouns of his childithnefs and infancy, and afterwards to preceptors,
that, as a frec-born animal, he may be inftru@ed in proper difciplines. But
if the boy is born a flave, let it be lawful for any free-born man to punith
the child, pedagogue, and preceptor, whenever he detects them alting impro-
perly. But whoever is prefent on this occafion, and does not juftly punifh
the offenders, fhall in the firft place be fubje¢t to the greateft reproach; and,
in the next place, he who was chofen by the guardians of the law to prefidc
over boys, fhall take notice whether he whom we have mentioned does
not chaftize thefe offenders, when it is fit they thould be chaftized, or doss
ot chaftize them in a proper manner.  For he muft be an acute infpetor,
and one who diligently attends to the cducation of boys, and regulates their
natures, always converting them to that which is legally good. But in
what manner will the law furnith us with {ufficient inftru@ion in this parti-
cular ? For this has not yet been delivered either clearly or fufficiently, but
only in a partial manner. It is however neceffury, that to the utmoft of
our power nothing thould be left incomplete, but that every thing fhould be
unfolded, that our difcourfe may be to others both an interpreter and a
nourither.  We have, therefore, alrcady fpoken concerning the form of a
choir of finging and dancing, which among thefe are to be chofen, cor-
rected, and dedicated to divinity. But we have not yet {poken concerning
profc compofitions, which of thefe, and in what manner, O moft excellent
fuperintendant of boys, they are to be delivered to thofe under your tuition,
"Though you have in our difcourfe the particulars which they ought to learn
and fludy, refpe@ing war.  For the things, my friead, pertaining to letters
have in the firft place been fufficiently difcuffed by the legiflator.  In the
vest place, thote pertaining to the lyre, and fuch as are of a memorable
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nature, which we fuid it was neceffary to mention, together with warlike
and aconomical concerns.  After this, the legiflator difcuffed thofe parti-
culars refpecing the periods of divine bodies, viz. of the ftars, the fun, and
the moon, which ought to be cftablithed by every city. But of what parti-
culars arc we fpeaking ? I anfwer, Of the order of days with refpect to the
periods of months, and of months with refpeét to years, that feafons, facri-
fices, and feftivals, receiving that which is accommodated to them, and
being difpofed in a natural order, may render the city alive and vigilant, at-
tributing proper honours to the Gods, and caufing men to be more wife
about the worfhip of divinity, Thefe things, O friend, have thus been
fufficiently difcuffed for you by the legiflator. Attend, therefore, to what
follows: We fay that all has not been faid about letters that might be faid,
becaufe it has not yet been determined whether he who is to become a mode-
rate citizen ought to poflefs an'accurate knowledge of difcipline, or by no
means apply to it. In a fimilar manner, too, refpeting the lyre. Boys,
therefore, of ten years of age thould apply to letters for nearly the fpacc of
three years. Aud thofe who are thirteen years old fhould beftow in like
manner three years on the ftudy of the lyre. Nor fhall it be lawful for a
father to keep his children to thefe ftudies for a fhorter or longer {pacc of
time, nor for a child to apply to them, whether he is a lover or a hater of
difcipline.  But he who is not obedient to the law in this refpe&, let him be
deprived of thofe youthful honours which we fhall fhortly mention. How-
ever, in the firft place, hear what mafters ought to teach, and youth to
learn, during this period. They fhould labour at letters till they are able to
read and write. But we fhould not be at all concerned that thofe who are
not naturally quick make neither rapid nor beautiful advances in allotted
portions of time. With refpe@ to thofe monuments of the poets deftitute
of the lyre, which are partly written in meafure, and are partly without the
fe@ions of rhythm, O ye beft of all guardians of the laws, what ufe will yc
permit to be made of thofe writings, which, being deftitute of rhythm and
harmony, are deceitful compofitions, and are left us by certain men of this
defcription? It appears to me, that the legiflator himfelf will very much
doubt what is to be done in this cafe.
CriN. What is this, O gueft, which you appear to fay, doubting with
yourfelf ?
GUESsT.
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Guest. Your queftion is very pertinent, O Clinias. But to you, who
fpeculate in common with me refpecting laws, it is neceflary that 1 thould
fpeak both that which appears certain, and that which appcars dubious.

CLiN. What, therefore, do you now fay refpecting thefe ? And what is
it that moves you to fpeak in this manner?

GuesT. I will tell you. For it is by no means eafy to {fpeak contrary to
what has been often faid by ten thoufand mouths.

Crin. But what? Does it appear to you that the few and inconfiderable’
particulars which have been above mentioned by you refpecting laws, are con-
trary to the fentiments of the multitude ?

Gusst. You have fpoken this with the greateft truth, For, as it appears
to me, you exhort me to procecd confidently in this road, though it is ar-
duous and odious to many, and advance through the path of laws which our
prefent difcourfe has unfolded, without omitting any particular, And, per-
haps, a journcy of this kind will be pleafing to no lefs a multitude of a dif-
ferent defcription ; but, if toa lefs, it will not be a worfe multitude.

Crin., Undoubtedly.

GuesT. I fhall not therefore defift. I fay, indeed, that we have many
poets who have written in hexameter, and many who have written in
trimeter * verfe ; among which the intention of fome has been ferious in
thefe compofitions, but of others jocofe. An innumerable multitude too of
fuch as are fkilled in thefe writings have often faid, that children who are
properly cducated muft be abundantly nourifhed with thofe poetical compo-
fitions by oftcn hearing them read 5 aund, in fhort, muft be made learned by
committing all the poets to memory. But others fay, that a felettion
thould be made of the principal things in all the poets, and that certain
entire fentences colle@ted for this purpofe fhould be committed to memory,
if any one among us is defirous of becoming a wife and good man through
much experience and fkill in a multitude of particulars. Do you, there-
forc, now order me to explain what is beautifully faid, and what not, among
thefe affertions ?

Crin. Undoubtedly.

Guest. Shall I, in one word, therefore fay what I think fufficient about
all thefe? T am of opinion, indced, that every one will allow me to fay,

* A trimeter is an Iambic verfe of three meafures, or fix fect.
that
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that many things are beautifully afferted by the pocts, and many things
quite the contrary. But, if this be the cafe, 1 fay that polymathy is danger-
ous to youth,

CriN. How then, and what would you advife the guardian of the law
todo? ’

Guest. Of what are you fpeaking ?

Crin. Of the paradigm, by looking to which the guardian of the laws
may permit fome things to be lcarnt by all boys, and may forbid others.
3peak, and do not be remifs in anfwering this qucftion.

Guest. O good Clinias, [ appear in a certain refpe@ to be fortunate.

-CriN. About what ?

GuesT. Becaufe I am not entirely deftitute of a paradigm. For, now
Jooking to the particulars which we have difcuffed from the rifing of the
fun to the prefent hour, but not in my opinion without divine infhiration, it
appears to me that they are fimtlar to a certain poefy. Nor perhaps is it
wonderful that I thould be very much delighted, on beholding our affertions
colle@ted as it were together in one. For, of all thofe above-mentioned
numerous fentences which I have learnt and heard, thofe which we have
colle@ed in the prefent difcourfe appear to me to be the molt moderate,
and moft fit to be heard by youth. So that I think I cannot propofe
a better paradigm to the guardian of the laws, and to the preceptor of
vouth, than this, that they thould exhort the mafters to teach boys thefe
things, together with fuch particulars as are confequent and fimilar to thefe,
whether they are written in profe or verfe, or are fimply afferted without
being written, but are conformable to thefe laws, and are, therefore, by
no means to be neglefted, but committed to writing. And, in the firit
place, the teachers themfelves fhould be compelled to learn and praife
thefe affertions : but thofe teachers maft not act in the capacity of
teachers by whom they are not approved. And, finaly, boys muft be
committed to the care of thofe preceptors by whom thefe affertions are
approved and praifed. And thus much concerning letters, and the mafters
of letters.

CriN. We do not appear'te me, O gueft, to have wandered from the
detign of our difcourfe: but whether or not we are right upon the whole,
is perhaps difficult to determine,

Guszst., But this, O Clinias, will become more apparent (as it is proper
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it thould) when, as we have often faid, we arrive at the end of this difcuffion
of laws.

Crivn. Right.

GuesT. Should we not, after having difcufled the particulars about letters,
{peak concerning the mafter of the harp?

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. If we call to mind what has been already faid by us, we affigned
to the mafters of the harp the province of imparting difcipline and every
kind of inftruétion about things of this fort.

CriN. Of what kind of things are you fpeaking ?

Guest. We faid, T think, that the Dionyfiacal fingers of ﬁ\ty years of*
age ought to become remarkably acute in their perception of rhythims, and
the compofitions of harmonies; o that, in thofe melodies which imitate the
paflions of the foul, they may be able to diftinguith-good from bad imita-
tions,—rcjeéting the latter, but finging to and enchanting thc fouls of youth
with the former, and thus inciting them through imitations to the poffeffion.
of virtue.

CLin. You fpeak motft truly.

GuesT. It is requifite, therefore, for the fake of thefe things, that both
the harper and his pupil thould ufe the founds of the lyre, and likewife-
for the fake of the diftinction of the chords; rendering founds confonant
to founds. But it thall not be lawful to exhibit to thofe who, through the
quicknefs of their apprehenfion, would in three years experience the utility
of mufic, the diffcrent founds, and variety of the lyre; the chords them-
felves producing certain mclodies, and others being produced by the poet:
who compofes the melody, fo as to conne& the denfe with the rare, the
fwift with the flow, the acute with the grave, and the confonant with the
diffonant, and in a fimilar manner harmonizing to the founds of the lyre
all the varicties of rhythms. For contraries when confufed with each other
are difficult to be learnt. But it is proper that youth fhould be taught
with the greateft poffible facility, For the neceffary difciplines which they
muft acquire are neither fmall nor few, However, our difcourfe as it
advances in conjun&ion with time will fhow what thefe are. © And fuch
are the particulars refpe@ing mufic, which muft be attended to by the

mafter of youth. But the particulars refpeing thofe melodies and words:-
which-
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which ought to be taught by the mafters of choirs, we have already dif-
cuffed. Thefe we faid ought to be confecrated in feftivals, in an accom-
modated manner, fo as that they may be advantagcous to the city, in con-
juné&tion with profperous plecafure.

Crin. Thefc things too have been delivered by you, couformab]c to truth,

GuesT. He, thcrcfone, who is chofen as governor refpe@ing the Mufe,
muft attend to thefe particulars in conjunétion with benevolent fortune.
But, as we have dclivered what remained to be difcuffed refpe&ing mufic, we
fhall do the fame refpeéting dancing, and the whole of gymnaftic pertaining
to the body. For it is neceffary that both boys and girls fhould learn to
dance, and to be exercifed. Is it not?

Crin. Certainly.

GuesT. Dancing-mafters thercfore muft be chofen for boys, and dancing-
miftrefles for girls, that they may not be unaptly exercifed in this art.

CLiIN. Be it fo, :

GuEesT. Again, we call that man who engages in a variety of employ-
ments, the curator of youth, and who, fince he attends to both mufic and
gymnaftic, cannot have much leifure.

Crin. How is it poffible that, being advanced in years, hc can attend to
{o many things?

GuesT. Eafily, my friend. For the law has permitted, and will permit
him to choofe, as his affociates in thefe employments, fuch men and women
among the citizens as he pleafes. But he knows who ought to be chofen,
and will defire to choofe worthy affociates, as prudently knowing and reve-
rencing the magnitude of government, and being well conviuced that all our
affairs will fail profperoufly over the fea of life when youth are properly
educated. But, when this is not the cafe, the confequence neither deferves
to be mentioned, nor fhall we mention it, as in the higheft degree venerating
the lovers of prophets in a fiew city, Much, therefore, has been faid by us
refpe@ing dancing and all gymnaftic motions. For we confider as gym-
aaftic, all corporeal exercifes in war, fuch as that of the bow, and every
kind of hurling, likewife with the fhield, and all the battles with arms;
together with tadtic evolutions, the condu@ing of armies, the pofitions of
camps, and fuch particulars as pertain to equeftrian difciplines.  For it

is proper that there thould be common teachers of all thefe, procured by
hire
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hire for this purpofe by the city, and that both boys and girls, men and
women, fhould be their difciples, that they may be fkilled in all thefe par-
ticulars, Aund girls indced fhould apply themfelves to every kind of dancing
and fighting in armour ; but women to military evolutions, and the taking
up and laying down of arms, if on no other account, yet that, if at any time
there fhould be occafion for all the men leaving the city to march to battle,
the women may be able fufficiently to defend the children and the reft of
the city. Or, on the contrary, that they may take up arms for the city, if
it fhould be attacked by foreign encmies, with a certain mighty ftrength
and violence, whether they are Greeks or Barbarians ; this being an event
that may eafily happen. For it is certainly a great fault in a polity, to
educate women in fo fhameful a manner as to be inferior even to birds,
who fight for their offspring with the ftrongeft of favage animals, are willing
to die, and expofe themfelves to every danger in their defence. But women,
according to the prefent mode of education, in time of danger immediately
run to facred places, and fill all the altars and temples, and thus give rife
to an opinion that man is naturally the moft timid of all animals.

CriN. By Jupiter, O gueft, this is both difgraceful and detrimental to a
city.

GuesT. We will, thecrefore, eftablifh this as a law, that women fhall not
negleét warlike concerns, but that all the citizens, both male and female,
“hail pay attention to them.

CriN. T agree with you that it thould be fo. :

GuesT., With refpeét to wreftling, therefore, we have faid fome things,
but we have not difcuffed that which I fhould call the greateft thing, nor is
it eafy to difcufs it without uniting gefticulation to the difcuflion. This, there-
fore, we fhall then determine when our difcourfe, following things, indicates
{omething clear about other particulars of which we have {poken, and fhows
that fuch a wreftling is, in reality, of all motions moft allied to contention
in battle : and, befides this, that fuch wreftling ought to be ftudied for the
fake of war, but not war for fuch wreftling.

Crin, This affertion of yours is beautiful.

GuesT. Thus much, thercfore, may fuffice at prefent coucerning wreft-
ling.  But with refpect to every other motion of the body, the greateft part
of which may be properly denominated a certain dancing, it muft be divided
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into two fpecies; ohe of which imitates that which is venerable in more
beautiful bodies, but the other, that which is depraved in bafer bodies. And
again, of each of thefe there are two fpecies. For, of the worthy motion,
one kind takes place when beautiful bodies and brave fouls are entangled in
war and violent Jabours: but the other, in the profperous condition of the
temperate foul in moderate pleafures. And he who calls a dancing of this
kind pacific, denominates it according to nature. But of thefe, the dan-
cing in battle, which is different from the pacific, may be properly called
Pyrrhic; which imitates the avoiding of all blows and hurlings by declina-
tions, every kind of yielding, leaping on high, and dropping on the ground 3
and likewife attempts to imitate the motions contrary to thefe, tending to
efficacious figures, in the hurling of bews and fpears, and in all kinds of
blows. But the re@itude and proper tone both of good bodies and fouls
takes place for the moft part when an imitation is employed which is advan-
tageous to the members of the body. This, therefore, fhould be admitted as
proper, but the contrary to this, as improper. This alfo fhould be confi-
dered in the pacific dancing of every one, viz. whether, engaging in beautiful
dancing, according to nature, he conduéts himfelf in the choirs in a manner
conformable to thofe who are fubfervient to good laws. In the firft place,
therefore, it is neceffary to diftinguith the ambiguous from the unambiguous
dancing. What then is this, and how is each to be diftinguifhed? The am-
biguous dancing is Bacchic, and belongs to thofe that follow the Bacchuses,
viz. the Nymphs, Pans, Silenuses, and Satyrs, who, as they fay, imitate
thofe that are intoxicated with wine, and perform purifying and certain
myftic ceremonies. The whole of this kind of dancing cannot eafily be de-
fined, either as pacific, or adapted to war; nor, in fhort, isit eafy to fay
what is the intention of it. But it appears to me that it may with the
greateft reQitude be diftinguithed as follows: We muft place the military
dancing feparate from that which is pacific, and affert that this kind of dan-~
cing is not adapted to war. Leaving it, therefore, thus fituated, let us re«
turn to the military and pacific dancing, which may be praifed as indubitably
ours. But that kind of the pacific Mufe which fubfifts in an opinion of a
profperous condition, and which honours the Gods and the fons of the
Gods, in dancing, may receive a twofold divifion. For one kind is adopted
when we have efcaped certain labours and dangers, and have obtained good 5:

and
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and this contains greater pleafures. But the other kind fubfifts when the
goods which we before poflefled continue to be fafe, and become increafed ;
in which cafe the pleafures are of a milder nature. But in things of this kind
every man, with refpeét to the motions of the body, is moved in a greater
degree when the pleafures are greater, but in a lefs degree when they are
lefs. And he who is more modeft, and more exercifed in fortitude, is moved
in a lefs degree. But he who is timid, and unexercifed in temperance, fuf~
tains greater and more vehement mutations of motion. And, in thert,
cvery one that emits a found, whether in finging or in fpeaking, is not en-
tirely able to accomplifh this with a quiet body. On this account the imita-
tions of words by figures of the body produced the whole of the art of
dancing. Some of us, therefore, in all thefe move elegantly, but others in-
elegantly. And as many of the antient names ought to be praifed by us as
pofited well, and according to nature; in like manner, it is proper to believe
that he, whoever he was, rightly and mufically denominated the dancings of
profperous men, who condu& themficlves moderately with refpeét to plea-
fures ; and that, affigning all of them a name according to reafon, he de-
nominated them modulations. Likewife, that he eftablithed two kinds of
beautiful dancing; calling the military dancing Pyrrhic, and the pacific
modulation, giving to each a becoming and adapted name. Thefe things,
indced, the legiflator ought to explain by reprefentations : but the guar-
dian of the laws ought to inveftigate dancing ; when he has difcovered it,
unite it with the reft of mufic; and in all feftivals diftribute that which is
adapted to each of the facrifices; fo confecrating every thing in order, that
no innovation may be made either in dancing or finging, but that, both the
city and citizens perfevering as much as poflible after the fame manuer in
the fame pleafures, they may live well and happily. And thus we have de-
termined what the particulars refpecting the choirs of beautiful bodies and
generous fouls ought to be. But it is neceffary to contemplate and know
the motions of bafe bodics and thoughts, and thofc motions which are
converfant with the defamations of laughter, in words, finging, dancing,
and the reviling imitations of all thefe.  For it is not poffible that ferious
things can be learnt without fuch as are ridiculous, or contraries without all
contraries, if any one is defirous of becoming prudent. But it is impoflible
0 do both, if we with to participate even a fmall portion of virtue. Thefe
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things, however, ought to be learnt, left through ignorance we fhould either
do or fay fomething ridiculous, which is at all times unbecoming. Servants,
therefore, and hired ftrangers, fhould be appointed to imitate things of this
kind: but no free perfon fhould ever ftudy, or be feen learning them, nei-
ther woman nor man; but fome novelty of imitation about them fhould al-
ways prefent itfelf to the view. And thus let the fports pertaining to
laughter, which we all denominate comedy, be eftablithed both in difcourfe
and law. But if any of the tragic poets, who, as they fay, write about
things of a ferious nature, thould thus interrogate us:-—Q guefts, will you
allow us, or not, to come to your city and region, and prefent you with our
poefy? or how are you determined to ac about things of this kind ? what
anf{wer, then, fhall we give to thefe divine men about thefe particulars ?
For it appears to me that we fhould reply as follows: O moft excellent of
ftrangers, we ourfelves are, to the utmoft of our power, poets of the moft
beautiful and beft tragedy. For the whole of our polity is an imitation of
the moft beautiful and moft excellent life, which we fay is, in reality, the
moft true tragedy *.  You, therefore, are poets, and we alfo are poets of
the fame defcription, being your competitors and antagonifts in the moft
beautiful drama, which, as we hope, true law alone is naturally capable of
effeéting. But do not think that we fhall cafily fuffer you to fix your fcenes
in the market-place, and, introducing players of elegant utterance, who fpeak
louder than we do, to difcourfe to our children, wives, and the vulgar, about
things for the moft part different from thofe which they have heard from
us. For we ourfelves, and the whole city, would be nearly peffe&ly infane,
if we fhould permit you to do what we have juft now mentioned, before the
magiftrates have feen what you have compofed, and have judged whether
it is fit or not to be fpoken before the people. Now, therefore, O boys,
offspring of foft Mufes, we fhall, in the firft place, thow your odes, together
with ours, to the governors; and if the things faid by you fhall appear to be
the fame, or better than thofe which are faid by us, we will give the choir to
you: but if this thould not be the cafe, we thall never, O friends, be able to
give you the choir. Let thefe particulars, therefore, be inftituted by law

* For he who leads the moft excellent life will, like another Ulyffes, purify his foul from the
dominion of the paflions, thofe baneful fuitors, whofe aim isto dethrone reafon and debauch phi-
lofophy. He who deftroys thefe fecret foes may be jultly faid to perform the moft true tragedy.

refpedting
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refpe@ing every choir, together with the difcipline and manners of choirs,
thofe pertaining to flaves being feparated from thofe pertaining to mafters,
if it is agreeable to you.

CriN. How is it poffible it fhould not be fo?

GuesT. Three difciplines, however, ftill remain for the freeborn. One
of thefe is computation, and the particulars refpeting numbers. But the
fecond is that which meafures length, breadth, and depth. And the third is
that which contemplates the circuit of the ftars, and the order in which they
are naturally formed to move with relation to each other.  With refpcét to
all thefe particulars, it is not proper that the multitude fhould labour in ob-
taining an accurate knowledge of them, but a certain few, of whom we
fhall fpeak when we arrive at the end of our difcuffion. But it is fhameful
for the multitude not to know fuch particulars among thefe as are neceffary,
and which, in a certain refpe@, are afferted with the greateft re&itude.
However, it is neither eafy, nor altogether poffible, to inveftigate all things
accurately : but whatever is ncceffary ameng them muft not be rejetted.
Indeed, it appears that he who firft {fpoke proverbially refpe@ing divinity,
looking to thefe things, faid, that God was never at any time feen contend-
ing with neceffity ; which I think muft be underftood of fuch neceffities as
are divine, For, if this was aflerted of human neceflities, to which the
multitude looking fpeak in this manner, it would be by far the moft ftupid
of all affertions.

Crin, What are thofe neceflities of difciplines, O gueft, which are not
human, but divine?

GuesT. It appears to me that they are thofe, which he who does not
pra&ife, nor in any refpe@ learn, will never become either a God, a demon,
or a hero among men, {o as to be able to be a confummately diligent cu-
rator of mankind. But he will be very far from becoming a divine man
who is ncither able to know one, nor two, nor three, nor, in fhort, the
even and the odd, nor in any refpeét knows how to number, nor is capable
of numbering night and day, but is unikilled in the revolutions of the moon,
the fun, and the other ftars. He, therefore, who is of opinion that all thefe
are difciplines not neceffary for one who is about to know the moft beautiful
difciplines, will thiok in a very ftupid manner. But what the nature is of

each
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each of thefe, how many they are, and when they are to be learnt; like-
wife, what that is which is to be learnt with fome other, and what without
others, together with all the mixture of thefe, —thefe are the things which
ought in the firft place to be learnt; and, with thefe difciplines as leaders, a
tranfition is to be made to other things. For, thus neceflity fubfifts natu-
rally, which we fay no divinity oppofes at prefent, nor ever will oppofe.

Crin. What you affert at prefent, O gueft, appears to be truly afferted,
and according to nature.

GuesT. So it is, O Clinias: but it is difficult to eftablith laws refpe&ing
thefe things, when previoufly difpofed in this manuer. If, therefore, it is
agreeable to you, we will eftablith laws concerning them in a more accurate
manner at fome other time.

CrinN. You appear to me, O gueft, to be afraid of our ignorance in things
of this kind ; and, indeed, not improperly. However, endeavour to fpeak,
and do not conceal any thing on this account.

GuesT. I fear, indeed, what you now fay : but I am much more afraid
of thofe who have, indeed, touched upon thefe difciplines, but in a depraved
manner. For, the being ignorant of all things is by no means a circum-~
ftance vehemently dire, nor yet the greateft evil ; but much fkill and great
erudition, when improperly employed, are much more pernicious.

Crin. True.

GuesT. Freeborn men, therefore, ought to learn thofe things which a
great multitude of boys in Egypt learn, together with their letters. For, in
the firft place, with the Egyptians the art of reckoning is fo inartificially
devifed for children, that they learn it in fport, and with pleafure. For a
diftribution 1s madc of apples and crowns to many, and at thc fame time
to a few, the fame numbers being adapted for the purpofe. The fitting to-
gether too of the pugilifts and wreftlers, and the alternate and confequent
order of their conjun&ion, are determined by numbers. Likewife, whea
they play, mingling together veflels of gold, brafs, and filver, and other
things of this kind, or diftributing them feparate, they adapt, as I faid be-
fore, to their fports the ufe of neceffary numbers; and thus render their
pupils fit to condué armies, to fix camps, and become good ceconomifts ;
and, in fhort, to be more ufeful and vigilant than other men. In the next
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place, fince a certain ridiculous and bafe ignorance refpeting the meafures
of length, breadth, and depth, is naturally inherent in all men, they take
care to liberate them from this.

CrLin. Of whar kind of ignorance are you now {peaking ?

Guest. O friend Clinias! I formerly heard, but after a long time began
to wonder at, the mauner in which we are affeted about thefe things; and
it appears to me, that it is not human, but rather the paffion of certain
fwine and cattle. I therefore not only bluth for myfelf, but for all the
Greeks.

Crin. About what? Inform us, O gueft, what it is you mean.

GuesT. 1 will tell you.  Or, rather, I will point it out to you interrogat-
ing. And do you anfwer me a trifling queftion. Do you know what
length is ?

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuEesT. And what breadth is ?

CrIn. Entirely fo.

GuesT. And do you know that thefe are two things, and that the third
of thefe is depth?

Crin. How is it poflible that I fhould not ?

GuesT. Does it not, therefore, appear to you that all thefe may be mea-
fured by cach other ?

Crin. It does.

GuesT. I mean length by length, and breadth by breadth ; and that, in a
fimilar manner, depth is naturally capable of being meafured by depth.

Crin. Very much fo.

GuesT. But, if fome among thefe can neither do this vehemently, nor
remifsly, but fome arc able, and others not f, and yet you think it can be
effeCted by all, in what manner are you circumftanced with refpe to thefe ?

Crin, Badly, it is evident.

GuesT. But again, do not all the Grecks, after a manner, think that
length, breadth, and depth, can be mutually meafured by each other ?

Crin, Entirely fo.

* Thatis to fay, fome quantities are incommenfurable, and others not.
4 GUEST.
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GuesT. But if this is by no means poffible, and yet all the Greeks, as I
have faid, think that it is poffible, is it not fit, that, being afhamed of all
them, we thould thus addrefs them: O beft of the Greeks, this is one of
the things which we faid it was bafe not to know ; but is it not in every
refpe& beautiful to know things neceffary to be known ?

Crin. How is it poffible it fhould be otherwife ?

GuesTt. And further ftill, there are other things allied to thefe, in which
many errors are produced in'us, the fifters of the above-mentioned errors.

CLIN. What are thefe ?

GursT. The reafon why fome things are commenfurate and others in-
commenfurate with each other. For it is neceffary that thefe things thould
be known, or that he thould be in every refpet depraved who is ignorant
of them. In thefe things, therefore, we fhould always be mutually engaged.
For this aged game will be much more pleafant, and more worthy of a free-
born man, than that of chefs.

CLIN. Perhaps fo. It appears, therefore, that the game of chefs, and
thefe difciplines, are very different from each other.

GuesT. Thefe things, then, I fay, O Clinias, ought to be learnt by youth.
For they are neither noxious nor difficult : and when they are learnt in con-
jun&ion with fport, they will be advantageous, but never detrimental to the
city. But, if any one fays otherwife, let us hear him.

Crin. Undoubtedly.

Guest. I, then, it thould appear that thefe things are fo, it is evident
that we fhould embrace them ; but if it thould appear that they are not fo,
that we thould rejeét them, .

‘Crin. Evidently fo. Ought not, therefore, O gueft, thefe to be now
eftablithed by us as neceflary difciplines, that the particulars pertaining to
laws may not be difcuffed by us in vain? _

GuesT. Let them, indeed, be eftablithed, but as pledges from another
polity, which ‘may be diffolved if they fhould in no refpect pleafe us who
eftablith them, or you for whom they are eftablifhed.

CriN. The condition you propofe is juft. But, confider after this the
difcipline of the ftars, whether this being chofen for youth pleafes us, or the
contrary.

CLIN,
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Crin. Only {péak.

GuEesT. A great prodigy takes place in thefe, and which can by no mcans
be endured.

CriN. What is this?

Guest. We fay that the greateft God, and the whole world, ought not
to be inveftigated, and that the caufes of things ought not to be diligently
and anxioufly explored ; becaufe a condu& of this kind is not holy. It ap-
pears, howcver, that the very contrary to this is proper.

Crin. How do you fay?

GuesT. What I have faid is a paradox, and fome one may think it is not
adapted to old men : but when any one is of opinion that a difcipline is beau-
tiful, true, and advantageous to a city, and likewife in every refpe friendly
to divinity, itis perfe@tly impoffible he thould not mention it.

CriN. You fpeak probably. But fhall we find a thing of this kind about
the difcipline of the ftars?

Guest. O good maun, all we Greeks, as I may fay, conceive falfely of
THOSE MIGHTY DIVINITIES THE SUN AND MOON,

Crin. Of what kind of falfchood are you fpeaking ?

GuesT. We fay that the fun and moon never move in the fame path, and
that this is likewife the cafe with certain other ftars which move together
with thefe, and therefore we denominate them planets.

Crix, By Jupiter, O gueft, what you fay is true. For, in the courfe of
my life, [ have often feen the morning and the evening ftar, and certain other
ftars, by no means moving in the fame track, but entirely wandering. But
we all know that the fun and moon perpetually wander.

GuesT. Thefc are the things, therefore, O Megillus and Clinias, which
we fay our citizens and boys ought to learn refpeting the celeftial Gods, fo
faras this, that they may not blafpheme in {peaking of them, but may cele-
brate them in a proper manner, by pioufly facrificing and praying to their
divinities.

Crin. This indeed is right, if in the firft place it is poffible to learn that
which you fpeak of ; and in the next place, if we fhould not at prefent
fpeak properly about thefe particulars, yet we fhall when we are inftructed
i them.  This being admitted, I grant that a thing of this kind fhould be

voL. 11, 2F thus
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thus far learnt. Do you, therefore, cndeavour to evince that thefe things
arc fo, and we will follow you as your difciples,

Guest. It is not eafy to learn what I fay, nor is it again in every refpe&
difficult, nor does it rcquire a great length of time.  As a proof of this, I
myfelf have heard thefe things, ncither recently nor formerly, and yet Iam
able to render them manifeft in a thort time 5 though, if they were difficult,
I who am ag(.d thould not be able to cxplain them to you, who are likewife
aged,

Crin. True.  But what is this difcipline which you call admirable, which
you fay itis fit youth fhould learn, but we are ignorant of? Endecavour to
{peak about it with the utmoft perfpicuity.

GursT. I will endeavour. The dogma then, O beft of men, refpecting
the fun and moon and the other ftars, that they have at any time wandered,
is not right ; but the very contrary of this is true. For each of them per-
petually paflcs through, in a circle, one and the fame path, and not many
paths; though they appear to pafs through many. But that which is
fwifteft in them is not rightly conceived to be floweft, nor contrarily the
contrary. And thefe things, indeed, naturally fubfift in this manner ; but
we are of opinion that they fubfift otherwife. If then, beholding in the
Olympic games the courfe of horfes or of men that run the longeft race, we
thould call the fwifteft the floweft, and the floweft the f{wifteft, and, mak-
ing our encomiums, fhould celebrate the vanquithed as the vi&or, I do not
think that we fhould adapt our encomiums properly, nor in a manner agrce-
able to the racers. But now, when we err in the fame manner refpecting
the Gods, fhall we not think that, as fuch a condu& in the inftance juft
alleged is ridiculous and not right, this is likewife true in the prefent cafe?

Crin. It is ridiculous indeed.

Guest. We are not, therefore, acceptable to dmmty, when in hymning
the Gods we celebrate them falfely.

CrLIN. Moft true, if thefe things are fo.

GuesT. If, therefore, we can fhow that they are {o, all thcfc particulars
as far as to this are to be learnt; but, if we cannot fhow it, they muft be
difmiffed. Let thefe things then be thus determined,

Crin. By all means.
GuEsT,



THE LAWS. 219

Guesr. It is proper, therefore, now to fay, that the legal inftitutions
refpedting the difciplines of crudition have obtained their confummation.
But it is requifite to conceive in a fimilar manner refpeéting hunting, and
every thing elfe of this kind, For it appears that the office of a legiflator
is fomething more than that of merely eftablithing laws, and that he ought
to make ufe of that medium which naturally fubfifts between admonition
and the laws, and which has often occurred to us in the courfe of our dif=
cuffion, and efpecially when we fpoke, concerning the education of children.
For we faid there were many things pertaining to this which could not be
eftablithed by law, and that it was folly to attempt it: but laws being thus
written, and the whole of a polity eftablithed, that is not the perfe praife
of a citizen cxcelling in virtue, which fays that he fubmits to the laws in
the beft manner, and is perfuaded by them in the higheft degree; but the
praife is more perfe&t which afferts that he is one who leads a pure life, in
confequence of beiug obedient to the writings of the legiflator, in which he
eltablithes, praifes, and blames laws.  For this is the moft proper praife of a
citizen. And the legiflator, in reality, ought not only to write laws, but
thould fubjoin to them what appears to him to be beautiful and not beauti-
ful. The citizen too, that has arrived at the fummit of virtue, fhould no
lefs obferve thefe, than thofe particulars which are punithable by the laws.
But we will adduce for this purpofe, as a witnefs, the fubject of our prefent
difcuffion ; for it will render our intention more manifeft. For hunting is
a thing of a great extent, and which is now nearly comprehended in one
name. For there is much hunting of aquatic, much of aérial, and ftill
more of terrefirial animals, not only of wild beafts but of men; and, of
this laft, one kind refpe@s war, and another friendthip ; and the one is lau-
dable, but the other blameable, 'The thefts too of robbers and camps are
huntings, The legiflator, thercfore, who eftablithes laws about hunting,
can neither leave thefe unnoticed, nor impofe fines and menacing laws on
each, in a certain order.  What then is to be done refpecting things of this
kind ? The legiflator ought to praife and blame what is laudable and blume-
able in hunting, with a view to the labours and ftudies of youth. And
young men, when they hear, fhould be obedient. to him, and fhould not
fuiter cither pleafure or labour to prevent them from a&ing contrary to the
dirc€tions of the legiflator.  But they fhould rather honour what is faid anld
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enjoined with praifc, than what is cftablifhed with threatenings and fines.
Thefe things being premifed, the praife and blame of hunting will follov.
in a becoming manner. For that hunting is to be praifed which improves
the fouls of young men, but that which has a contrary tendency is to be
blamed. Let us thercfore difcufs what follows, calling as follows upon
young men through prayer: O friends, may never any defire or love of ma-
rine fithing, or of fithing with a hook, feize you ; nor, in fhort, of labour-
ing to catch any aquatic animals with a bow net, either by day or by
night!  May you likewife be void of all inclination to piracy, by which you
would become unjuft and atrocious hunters of men on the fea! And may you
never in the leaft defire to commit theft in the region and city to which you
belong, or to hunt birds, which, though a fafcinating, is not a very liberal
purfuit! The hunting, therefore, of pedeftrial animals alone remains for
our athletae. But, of this, that kind which is performed by fleeping in turns,
and is called no&urnal, as it belongs to fluggith men, is not worthy of praife.
Nor yet that which during a remiffion of labours vanquifhes the fierce ftrength
of wild beafts by nets and fnares, and not by patient endurance. That
hunting, therefore, of wild beafts alone remains as the bett of all, which is
accomplithed by horfes, dogs, and corporeal frength and fkill. For thofe
that are anxious to obtain divine fortitude will vanquifh favage animals by
hunting them in the courfe, and with wounds, darts, and their own hands.
And thus much may fuffice refpecting the praife and blame of all thefe par-
ticulars. However, let the law be this: No one fhall impede thefe truly.
facred hunters from hunting wherever they pleafe. But no one fhall fuffer
any perfon to engage in nofturnal hunting with nets and dogs. Fowling
thall be permitted in uncultivated places and in mountains; but any one
who may happen to be prefent fhall forbid it in cultivated and facred placcs.
A fitherman fhall not be fuffered to hunt, either in ports or facred rivers,
marthes, or pools; but in other places he may be permitted to hunt fo
long as he does not ufe a mixture of juices. Now, therefore, it is proper
to fay, that the legal inftitutions refpeting difcipline have obtained their
completion.
Crin. You fpeak well,

THE END OF THE SEVENTH BOOK.
THE
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BOOK VIIL

IT now follows that we fhould legally eftablifh feftivals, in conjun&ion
with the Delphic oracles, and fhow what are the facrifices, and who the di-
vinities to whom it will be better for the city to facrifice. But when and
what number of facrifices fhould be performed, it is perhaps nearly our
bufinefs to eftablith by law.

Crin. Perhaps fo, as to the number,

GuesT. Let us therefore firft fpeak as to the number. I fhould eftablith
then three hundred and fixty-five ; fo that fome one of the magiftrates may
always facrifice to fome God or deemon for the city, and for their pofleffions.
But, the interpreters being affembled together with the priefts, prieftefles,
prophets, and guardians of the laws, all thefe fhall ordain fuch particulars
as were neceffarily omitted by the legiflator.  For it is requifite that thefe
thould take notice of things omitted. For the law indeed fays that therce
thould be twelve feftivals to the twelve Gods, from whom each tribe is de-
nominated, and that the citizens thould perform facred rites to each of thefe
monthly, together with choirs, mufical countefts, and gymnaftic exercifes,
in fuch a manner as is properly adapted both to the Gods themfelves and
the feveral feafons.  Female feftivals too muft be orderly difpofed in fuch a
manner, that it may appear which fhould be celebrated with, and which
without men. Further ftill, the feftivals of the terreftrial, and fuch as are
denominated celeftial Gods, together with the attendants on thefe, muft not
be mingled with each other, but muft be feparated in the twelfth month,
which is facred to Pluto, that they may be legitimately celebrated. For
God of this kind muft not be indignantly treated, but honoured by warlike

men,
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men, as always being the beft of divinitics to the race of men. For #he
communion between, is not better than the folution of foul and body, as I affirin,
Jheaking ferioufly.  Befides, it is requifite that thofe who intend to diftinguith
thefe things fufficiently, fhould think that this our city is fuch with refpeét
to vacation of time, and the poffeffion of things neceflary, as no other city is
found to be at prefent. But it is requitite that it thould live well in the
fame manuer as an individual of the human fpecies. To thofe however
that live happily, this muft neceflarily be prefent the firft of all things,—I
mean, that they neither injure others, nor are injured by others. But, of
thefe, the former is not very difficult; but the latter is difficult in the
extreme, and cannot be perfe&tly acquired otherwife than by becoming
perfe@tly good f.  The fame thing alfo takes place in a city. For, when it
is good, its life is pacific; but, when depraved, it is infefted with extcrnal
and internal war.  But, this being nearly the cafe, cities fhould not exercife
themfelves in war during the time of war, but in a life of peace. It is
neceflary, therefore, that a city endued with intellet fhould cvery month
exercife itfelf in war, for not lefs than the fpace of one day, but more
frequently as it may feem fit to the magiftrates, and this without fearing
either heat or cold; and that the magiftrates, together with women and
boys, thould be exercifed in it, that every inhabitant of the city may be pre-
pared when it fhall appear to the governors proper to lead forth all the
people.  For this purpofe, too, certain beautiful games are to be devifed,
together with facrifices, that certain feftive battles may take place, per-
{picuoufly imitating in the higheft degree the contentions of war. It is
likewife neceflary that the rewards of valour fhould be diftributed to cach
of thefe ; and that the victors thould be praifed, and the vanquifhed blamed,
in a degree correfponding to the manner in which they have conduted
themfelves in the contefts, and through the whole of life.  However, let not
every one be a poet of things of this kind. But in the firlt place let him be
a poet who is not lefs than fifty yeurs of age 5 and in the next place who not
only fufficiently poffefles the poctic mufe, but who has accomplithed fomething
beautiful aud illuftrious. The pocms, therefore, of good and honourable

% For a perfely good man cannot be injured ; becaufe he who is injured is deprived of fome
good: but virtue is the proper good of a truly worthy man, and this canaot be taken away.
men
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mcn in the city, and who have performed illuftrious a&tions, fhould be fung;
hough they may not be naturally mufical. But let the judgment of thefe
se given to the inftructors of youth, and to the other guardians of the laws.
Thefe fhall attribute this honour to worthy men, that they alone fhall be
allowed freedom of fpeech in the Mufes ; but they fhall not grant this liberty
to others.  No one, therefore, fhall dare to fing a Mufc which is not ap-
proved by the guardians of the laws, though it fhould be {wecter than the
aymus of Thamyris and Orpheus : but fuch facred poems fhall be fung as
have been cxamined and approved, and are dedicated to the Gods; together
with the poems of worthy men, in which certain pertons are praifed or
blamed, and which are judged to do this with moderation. The fame things
ought in a fimilar manner to take place, both among men and women, re-
fpe@ing war, and poetic liberty of fpeech. But it is requifite that the le-
giflator thould thus reafon with himfelf: In properly arranging the whole
city, what citizens fhall I educate? Qught they not to be the athletae of
the greateft contefts, who have ten thoufand antagonifts? Entirely, fome
onc {peaking with propriety may fay. But what? If we fhould educate pu-
gilifts, or pancratiafts, or others of this kind, fhall we lead them forth to
the conteft before they have contended with any one? Or, if we were pu-
gilifts, thould we not have learned to fight, and laboured in it, many days
prior to the conteft, imitating all fuch particulars as we fhould adopt in a real
conteft when we contend for viGtory? And fhould we not, as approaching
in the nearet manner poflible to a fimilitude of real contention, inftead of
thongs, gird ourfelves with the ceftus, that we may be able fufficicutly both
to give wounds and with premeditation avoid them ? And if it thould happen
that there are none with whom we can contend, thould we not, without
dreading the laughter of the foolifh, dare to fufpend an inanimate image, and
exercife ourfelves againft it?  And if we were in want both of animate and
inanimate adverfaries, fhould we not venture to contend even with our own
thadows? Or, would any one fay that this particular motion of the hand
was devifed for any other purpofe ?
Crin. For nearly no other purpofe, O gueft, than that which you have
juft now mentioncd.
Gursr, What then? Will the warlike part of the city dare to engage
in the greateft of contefls, worfe prepared than combatants of this kind? 1
mean,
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mean, wlen they are to fight for life for their children, pofleflions, and
the whole of the city. WIill not, therefore, the legiflator be afraid left
thefe mutual gymnaftic excreifes fhould appear to certain perfons ridiculous ?
Aund will he not eftablith by law, that military concerns fhould be engaged
i every day in an infericr degree, without arms, exciting to this purpote
the choirs, and the whole of gymnattic exercife? Will he not likewife
order, that both greater and lefler gymnaftic exercifes thould be performed
every month at leaft, that each may contend in taking poffeflion of places,
or a&ting on the defenfive in every part of the city; truly imitating every
thing pertaining to war, and fizhting with balls and with darts, which ap-
proach as near as poffible to true and dangerous darts? Aund this, that the
fportive contefls of the citizens with each other may not be entirely deftitute
of fear, but may excite terror, and thus, aftcr a manner, evince who is mag-
nanimous, and who is not? Fér, thus he may be able in a proper manner
to honour fome, and difgrace others, and render the whole city through the
whole of life ufeful for true contention. But, if any one thould happen to
die in thefe contefts through involuntary flaughter, let it be eftablithed that
the homicide, when he has made an expiation according to law, fhall be
confidered in future as pure. For the legiflator ought to think that, in the
place of a few who may happen to die, others again will fucceed not worfe
than the flain: but that fear becoming, as it were, extin@ in all thefe, he
will no longer be able to diftinguith the better from the worfe ; which is, in
no fmall degree, a greater evil to the city than the involuntary deftruction
of a few individuals. :

CriN, We agree with you, O gueft, that thefe things ought to be legally
eftablithed, and attended to by all the city. '

GuesT. Do we, therefore, all of us know the reafon, why in cities at
prefent there is fcarcely any fuch choir and conteft, or, at leaft, in a very
fmall degree? Shall we fay that this happens through the ignorance of the
multitude and of the legiflators ?

CriN. Perhaps fo.

Guest. By no means, O bleffed Clinias! But it is proper to fay that
there are two caufes of this, and thofe very fufficient.

CriNn. What are they ?

GuEesT. One is, that, through the love of riches every thing elfe being at
all
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all times negle@ed, the foul of every citizen is incapable of applying to
any thing but the daily accumulation of wealth. Hence every one with
the greatcﬁ alacrity learns and exercifes himfelf in that difcipline or ftudy
which leads to this, but ridicules other things. It is proper therefore to
fay, that this is one reafon why citizens are unwilling to engage ferioufly
in this, or any other beautiful and excellent purfuit; but, through an infa-
tiable defirc of filver and gold, every man willingly embraces every art and
artifice, both the more beautiful and the more bafe, that he may become
rich, aéts both in a holy and unholy manner, and is not indignant at -any
kind of condué, however bafe, by which he may be able like a wild beaft
to cat and drink abundantly, and enjoy venereal pleafures to fatiety.

CriN. Right,

GuesT. This, therefore, I aflign as one reafon why cities are prevented
from being fufficiently exercifed in any thing elfe beautiful, and in war-
like particulars: but thofe that are naturally modeft have their attention
direted to merchandize, navigation, and fervile offices; and thofe that are
naturally brave, to theft, houfe-breaking, facrilege, warlike ftratagems, and
tyranny. Thefe indeed are naturally well difpofed, but become unfortunate
through this pernicious cuftom.

Crin. How do you fay?

Guest. Why thould I not call thofe in every refpeé unfortunate, who are
compelled by hunger through the whole of life to torment their own foul ?

Crin. This, therefore, is one reafon. But what do you affign, O gueft,
as the fecond reafon ?

GuesT. You have very properly admonifhed me.

Crin. One reafon, as you fay, is the infatiable defire of riches, in the ac-
cumulation of which all men are fo bufily engaged, that they have not
leifure to attend in a proper manner to warlike concerns. Let it be fo.
But inform us what is the fecond reafon. A

Guest. Do I appear to you to have dwelt too long upon the firft reafon,
through an incapacity of affigning the fecond ?

CLIN. You do not. But you appear to us to reprobate through hatred
a cuftom of this kind more than is becoming.

GuesT. You accufe me, O guefts, in a moft proper manner. You thall
therefore hear what is confequent to this.

VOL. 11, z6 Cuin.
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CriN. Only fpeak.

GuesT. I fay, therefore, that thofe polities which we have often men-
tioned in the preceding part of our difcourfe are the caufes of this, viz. a
democracy, o}igarchy, and tyranny.  For no one of thefe is a polity, but all of
them may with the greateft refitude be called feditions; becaufe in thefe
the willing never rule over the willing, but over the unwilling, and this
always with a certain violence. And as in thefe the governor fears the
governed, he never atany time fuffers men to become voluntarily good, rich,
ftrong, brave, or altogether warlike. Thefe two reafons are nearly the caufes
of all things in cities, but particularly of thofe which we have enumerated.
But the polity to which we are now giving laws avoids both thefe, For it
poffeffes the greateft leifure ; its inhabitants are free, and I think will from
thefe laws be lovers of money in the fmalleft degree. So that it feems pro-
bable, and may reafonably be concluded, that fuch an eftablithment of a
polity alone of all that exift at prefent can bring to perfeétion that warlike
difcipline, and warlike fport, which we have already rightly difcufled.

Crin. It is well faid.

GuesT. Does it not follow, therefore, that we thould now fpeak concern-
ing all gymnaftic contefts ; fo that fuch of them as are conducive to war
may be ftudied, and the rewards of victory affigned them ; but fuch as are
not, may be difmiffed ? But it is better to relate from the beginning what
thefe are, and eftablith them by law. And, in the firft place, fhould we
not eftablith the particulars pertaining to the courfe, and to {wiftnefs ?

CLiN. We fhould eftablith them,

Guest. The celerity of the body, therefore, is univerfally the moft war-
like of all things ; one kind being of the feet, and the other of the hands;
that of the feet coufifting in flying and purfuing ; but that of the hands being -
indigent of ftrength and vigour in fighting and wreftling.

CLIN. Undoubtcdly.

GuesT. But neither of them without arms poflefles the greateft uuht)

CriN. For how fhould they?

Guest. The crier, therefore, muft firft announce to us the race of the
ftadium in the contefts, as at prefent: but he who ruus the ftadium muft
enter armed. For we do not place rewards for one that contends unarmed.

In the firft place, therefore, he that runs the ftadium muft enter armed. In
the
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the fecond place, he that runs the twofold courfe, viz. from the barriers to
the goal, and from the goal to the barriers. In the third place, the eque-
ftrian racer. In the fourth place, he who runs twenty-four ftadia. And,
in the fifth place, he who is lighter armed, whom we fhall order to run for
the fpace of fixty {ladia to a certain temple of Mars. Afterwards we fhall
enjoin another, who is heavier armed, to run a thorter and fimoother {pace
of ground. And again, another who is an archer, and has all the apparatus
belonging to archery, fhall, contending, proceed through mountains and all-
various places, for a hundred ftadia, to the temple of Apollo and Diana,
Having eftablifhed the conteft, therefore, we muft wait for thefe till they ar-
rive, and beftow on the feveral victors the rewards of vitory.

Crin. Right.

GuesT. Thefe contefts we muft conceive to have a tripartite divifion :
one of boys; another of beardlefs youths; and a third of men. And for
the beardlefs youths we fhall eftablifh two out of three parts of the courfe : but
for boys the halves of thefe, who fhall contend with archersand armed men.
With refpect to females, for naked girls not yet fit for marriage, we fhall
eftablith the ftadium, the twofold courfe, the equeftrian courfe, and the long
courfe, or that of four-and-twenty ftadia. But thofe that are thirteen
years of age fhall not, prior to their marriage, contend in the courfe longer
than their twentieth, nor fhorter than the eighteenth year of their age. At
the fame time care muft be taken that their clothing is adapted for the
purpofe. And thus much concerning the contefts of men and women in
the courfe. As to the particulars refpe@ing ftrength, inftead of wreftling,
and fuch things as arc adopted at prefent, fuch as are more difficult muft
be inftituted. And one fhould contend with one, two with two, and fo on,
as far as to tcn with ten.  But the things which the vi¢tor ought neither to
fuffer nor do, and the number of thefe, muft be legally eftablifhed by thofe
that are fkilled in the contefts of arms ; in the fame manner as, in wreftling,
thofe that prefide over this exercife determine what is beautifully performed
in wreftling, or the contrary, Let the fame things too be legally eftablifhed
refpe@ing women till they are married. But it is requifite that the whole of
the peltaftic * thould be oppofed to the pancratian conteft ; and that thofe who

1 Viz. fighting with bucklers.
26 2 engage
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engage in this conteft thould ufe bows, half-mooned fhields, darts, and the
hurling of ftoncs both from the hand and{lings. Laws too fhall be efta-
blithed refpe&ting thefe particulars, by which the rewards of viétory fhall be
given to thofe that behave well in thefe contefts. After thefe things, it is
requifite we fhould eftablith laws refpe@ing equeftrian contefts, But we
have not much occafion for horfes in Crete ; fo that the Cretans muft ne-
ceffarily pay lefs attention to the rearing of horfes, and contefts with them.
For no one of you is in any refpet a curator of chariots, or ambitious of
acquiring renown through them. So that it would be foolifh to eftablith
contefts of this kind. We muft, however, eftablifh an equeftrian fport with
fingle horfes, with colts that have not yet fhed their teeth, with thofe that
are fituated between thefe, and with thofe that have attained the perfecion
of their nature, according to the condition of the country. Let, therefore,
contention and defire of viory with thefe be according to law ; and leta
common judgment of all thefe contefts, and of thofe that contend with
arms, be attributed to the governors of tribes, and the mafters of horfes.
But it will not be proper to give laws to the unarmed, neither in gymnaftic
exercifes nor in thefe contefts. However, he who hurls an arrow or a
dart on horfeback is not ufelefs for Crete. So that let there be firife and
contention with thefe for the fake of fport. But it is not fit to force women
by law to engage in this conteft. However, if nature is not averfe to girls
or virgins contending in this manner, in confequence of their former dife
ciplines and habits, it may be admitted. And thus much may fuffice for
gymnaftic conteft and difcipline, whether it is fuch as takes place in contefts,
or fuch as we daily engage in under proper mafters,. We have likewife, in
a fimilar manner, difcuffed the greater part of mufic. But the particulars
refpefing rhapfodifts, aund thofe that follow thefe, together with thofe con-
tefts of choirs which muft neceffarily take place in feftivals, days, months’
and years being afligned to the Gods and their attendants,—how all thefe
are to be difpofed, and whether they are to be inftituted for three or for five
years, muft be referred to the conceptions imparted by the Gods refpeting
their order. Then alo it is proper that the contefts of mufic thould alter-
nately take place, according as the athletz, the inftrutor of youth, and the
guardians of the laws, affembling together for this purpofe, fhall determine.

For thefe fhall order when, and with whom, the feveral contefts in all
dancing
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dancing and finging affemblies fhall take place. But of what kind each of
thefe ought to be, both with refpet to the odes and harmonies mingled
with rhythms and dancing, has been often faid by the firft legiflator ; con-
formably to which, fucceeding legiflators -thould eftablith contefts in fuch a
manner that they may be properly adapted to the feveral facrifices and ftated
times ; and thould ordain facred feftivals for the city. With refpe& to thefe,
therefore, and other fuch particulars, it is not difficult to know what legiti-
mate order they fhould be allotted ; nor would the transferring of them be
greatly advantageous or detrimental to the city. There are, however, fome
particulars of no fmall confequence, which it is fo difficult to eftablifh, that
divinity alone is equal to the tafk ; but now they require fome bold man
who, honouring in the higheft degree liberty of fpeech, will declare what
appears to be beft for a city and citizens, and will eftablifh it in fuch a man-
ner, as to introduce into the corrupted fouls of the citizens that which is
becoming and confequent to the whole polity. He will, likewife, affert
things contrary to their moft ardent defires; and this without any human

affiftance, and fingly following reafon alone.

Crin. What is it you now fay, O gueft? for I do not underftand you.

Guest. It islikely. But I will endeavour to fpeak to you in a yet clearer
manner. For, when my difcourfe led me to difcipline, I faw the youth of
both fexes aflociating in a benevolent manner with each other. But I was
alarmed, as it was reafonable to fuppofe 1 fhould, when I confidered who
would ufe a city in which young men and women are delicately educated,
and never engage in thofe vehement and fordid labours which in the higheft
degree extinguifh petulance, but through the whole of life are at leifure for
facrifices, feftivals, and choirs. How, therefore, in this city will they ab-
ftain from thofe defires which hurl many of both fexes into the extremity of
danger, fo that thofe things may be forbidden by law which reafon orders us
to abftain from? Indeed, itis not wonderful if the laws which were above
eftablithed vanquith a multitude of defires. For the law which forbids the
pofleflion of riches in an immoderate degree, contributes not a little to the
acquifition of temperance : and the whole of difcipline poffefles laws accom-
modated to this purpofe. And, befides this, the eye of the governors is com-
pelled not to look elfewhere, but always to obferve youth., Thefe things,
therefore,
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therefore, poflefs meafure with refpe& to fuch other defires as are human.
But the unnatural connexion with boys and girls, with women as if they
were men, and with men as if they were women, whence innumecrable
evils arife both to individuals of the human fpecies and to whole cities,
how can any one prevent? And what medicine can be found by which the
danger in each of thefe may be avoided ? This is by no means eafy, O
Clinias. For, in other things, and thefe not a few, all Crete and Lace-
dzmon will afford us no fimall affiftance in eftablithing laws foreign from
the manners of the multitude; but, with refpeét to amatory affairs, they
will entirely oppofe us. For, if any one, following nature, fhould eftablith
the law which exifted prior to the times of Laius *, and fhould affert it was
proper not to have connexion with men and boys as if they were females,
adducing as a witnefs the nature of wild beafts, and thowing that, among
thefe, males are not conneéted'with males, becaufe this is unnatural, per-
haps he would ufe a probable reafon, but he would by no means accord with
our cities. In addition to this, likewife, he would not agree with them in
that particular which we have faid ought always to be obferved by a legif-
lator. For he ought always to obferve among legal inftitutions, what con-
tributes to virtue, and what does not coutribute. Thus, for inftance, he
thould confider whether what we have juft now afferted would, when le-
gally eftablithed, be beautiful, or at leaft not bafe, and how far it would
contribute to the acquifition of virtue. Whether, when it takes place, it
will produce the habit of fortitude in the foul of him who is perfuaded, or
a fpecies of temperance in the foul of him who perfuades? Or fhall we fay
that no one will be perfuaded of thefe things, but rather of every thing con-
trary to them? For every one will blame the cffeminacy of him who yields
to pleafures, and is incapable of endurance. But will not every one repro-
bate the fimilitude of the image in him who imitates the female fex? What
man, therefore, will legally eftablith fuch a thing as this? Scarcely no one -
who has true law in his mind. How, therefore, do we fay it is true, that
the nature of friendfhip, defire, and the love which we have fpoken of, muft
be neceffarily beheld by him who would properly confider thefe things? For,

* A fon of Labdacus, and king of Thebess He was the father of (Edipus, by whom he was flain.

fince
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fince they are two, and there is another third fpecies arifing from both, and
which is comprchended in one name, the greateft doubt and darknefs are
produced.

Crin. How? .

5uesT. We call a friend one who is fimilar to the fimilar according to
virtue, and equal to the cqual. We likewife denominate him a friend who
is indigent of a rich man, though he is contrary to him in genus. But,
when each of thefe friendfhips becomes vehement, we call it love.

Crin. Right.

Guest. The friendthip, therefore, which arifes from contraries is dire
and ruftic, and is not often mutual : but that which arifes from fimilars is
mild and mutual through life. But as to that which is mixed from thefe,
in the firt place, it is not eafy to learn what his with may be who poffefles
this third love: and, in the next place, being drawn by both to that which
is contrary, he himfelf is doubtful what he fhould do; the one exhorting
him to ufe the flower of his age, and the other diffuading him from it. For,
he who is a lover of body, and hungers after its flower, as if it were ripe
fruit, endeavours to be fatiated with it, and confers no honour on the man-
ners of the foul of his beloved. But he who poflefles a carelefs defire of
body, and rather beholds than loves it with his foul, fuch an one, fince he is
a lover of foul in a becoming manner, confiders the faticty of body, with
refpe to body, as difgraceful ; but, reverencing and cultivating temperance,
fortitude, magnificence, and prudence, he always withes to live chaftely with
a chafte lover. But the love which is mixed from both thefe is the love
which we juft now difcuffed, as ranking in the third place. Since, there~
fore, there are three kinds of love, ought the law to forbid all of them, and
prevent them from fubfifting in us? Or, is it not manifeft we thould be
willing that the love which is of virtue, and which defires that youth may
arrive at the fummit of excellence, fhould fubfift in the city ; but that, if
poffible, we fhould expel the other two? Or how fhall we fay, O fiiend
Mecgillus ? .

Mecir. You have fpoken, O gueft, about thefe particulars in 2 manuer
perfeétly beautiful.

GuesT. I was right in my conjetture, O friend, that you would accord
with me in fentiment.  But it is not proper that I thould inquire what your

6 law
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law conceives about things of this kind, but that I fhould receive what you
admit ; and, after this, that I fhould endeavour to perfuade Clinias to be of
our opinion. I.et, however, that which you hd\e granted me be admitted,

and let us now diligently difcufs the laws.

MeGiL. You fpeak with the utmoft reitude.

GuesT. I poffefs an art at prefent relative to the eftablithment of this law,
which is partly eafy, and partly in every refpe@ difficult.

Mecir., How do you fay?

Guest. We know even at prefent many men, who, though they a&
illegally, yetin a becoming manner and diligently abftain frem a connec-
tion with beautiful perfons, and this not involuntarily, but for the moft part
willingly.

MecGiL. When does this take place ?

Guest. When any one has a‘beautiful brother or fifter. The fame law
too, though unwritten, fufficiently defends a fon or a daughter, and pre-
vents their parents from having any conne&ion with them, either openly or
fecretly. Indeed, it prevents the vulgar from even defiring a conneion of
this kind.

MEegir. True.

GuesT. A fmall word, therefore, extinguifhes all fuch pleafures.

MeciL. What word is that? .

Guest. That which fays thefe things are by no means holy, but that they
are odious to divinity, and the moft bafe of all bafe things. But does not
this take place, becaufe the contrary to this is never afferted, but each of us/
from our childhood hears the fame things faid both jocofely and ferioufly;
and often in tragedies, when a Thyeftes * or (Edipus is introduced, or a
certain Macareus *, who being fecretly connefted with their fifters, but de-
te&ted, immediately fuffered death, asthe punifhment of their offence ?

MeciL. This is faid with the greateft re@itude. For rumour poffefles a
certain wonderful power ; fince no one attempts even to breathe in a man-
ner contrary to law.

Guest. That which we juft now faid, therefore, was right; that it was

* A fon of Pelops and Hippodamia, and grandfon of Tantalus. He debauched ZErope, the wife

of his brother ZEgeus.
3 A fon of Zolus, who debauched his fifter Canace, and had a fon by her.
4 cafy
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eafy for a legiflator, who wifhed to enflave fome one of thofe defires which
in a remarkable degree enflave men, to know in what manner this muft be
accomplifhed.  For, if this rumour becomes confecrated among flaves and
the free-born, men and women, and the whole city, it will caufe this law
to be moit firm and ftable.

MeciL. Entirely fo. But how can it be brought to pafs that all men fhall
willingly fpeak in this manner ?

GuesT. Your queftion is a very proper one. For this is what I faid, that
I had an art relative to this law, by which men might be induced to ufe co-
pulation according to nature, and in order to produce offspring. Let them,
therefore, abftain from connection with males, and not defignedly cut off
the race of men, nor diffeminate in rocks and ftones, where the prolific na-
ture of that which is fown can never take root. Let them, likewife, ab-
ftain from every feminine field in which the feed is unwilling to germinate.
This law, if it was eftablithed, and poffeffed the fame authority in other things
as in the conneétion of parents, would produce innumerable benefits. For,
in the firft place, it would be eftablithed according to nature. And, in the next
place, it would reftrain men from amatory fury and madnefs, from all adul-
teries, and the immoderate ufe of meats and drinks. It would likewife caufe
men to be familiar and friendly with their wives; and many other benefits
would arife if this law was diligently obferved by every one. But, perhaps,
forne very young man, and who is full of feed, on hearing that this law is
to be eftablithed, will immediately revile us, as framing laws which are
foolith, and impoffible to be obferved, and will fill every place with his voci-
ferations. It was in confequence of looking to this, that I faid I poffefled a
certain art, which was partly eafy and partly difficult, by which this law might
be firmly eftablithed. For it is eafy to underftand that this is poffible, and in
what manner it is poffible. For we have faid that, when this legal inftitu-
tion is fufficiently confecrated, it will fubdue every foul, and entirely caufe
them, through fear, to be obedient to the eftablithed laws. But at prefent
it appears to be impoffible that it fhould ever take place: juft as the infti-
tution of eating in common is confidered as a thing impoflible to be perpe-
tually obferved by a whole city ; yet it is adopted by you, though it appears
impoffible to perfuade women to this, nor does it feem to be naturally

VoL, II. 2 H adapted
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adapted to your cities. Hence, through the ﬂrength'of this beiief, T faid
that both thefe could not without great difficulty be legaily ¢fiuviithed.

MEeair. And you was right in faying fo.

GuesT. Are you, thercfore, willing that I fhould endeavour to mention
to you a thing endued with a certain perfuafive power, and which is not be-
yond human ability to accomplith ?

Crin. Undoubtedly, we are willing.

Guest. Will, therefore, any one more cafily abftain from venereal con-
cerns, and be willing to obferve in a moderate manner, and not like the
vulgar, the order impofed on him, when his body is in a good condition, or
when it is badly affe@ed ?

Crin. Doubtlefs, when his body is.in a good condition.

GuesTt. Have we not, therefore, heard of the Tarentine Iccus, who, for
the fake of Olympic and other cdntefts which he applied himfelf to, through
a defire of viGory and art, and in conjunétion with temperance and forti-
tude, never had any conneétion cither with a woman or boy during the
whole time of his exercife? The fame thing too is reported of Cryflon,
Aftyllus ¥, Diopompus, and many others ; though their fouls were much
worfe difciplined than thofe of your and my fellow citizens, O Clinias, and
their bodies much more luxurious.

Crin. You give a true account of what the antients fay refpecting the
condu& of thefe athlet. .

Guest., What then? Could they for the fake of viGtory in wreftling, in
the courfe, and fuch like things, have the courage to abftain from that
affair which is called bleflfed by the multitude ; and fhall our youth be inca-
pable of a fimilar continence, for the fake of a far more excellent victory,
which we fing to them from their very childhood, as a thing moft beautiful,
in fables, in profe and in verfe, and charm them into a perfuafion of this,
as it 1s fit we fhould ? ’

 CrIN. What vi&ory are you fpeaking of?

GuesT. Of the viory over pleafure,—that, being continent in this, they

may live happily : for, if they are vanquifhed by pleafure, the very contrary

* Aftyllus is mentioned by Paufanias as a viGtor in the Olympic repeated courfe. See vol. ii.

of my tranflation, p. 119: a1
wi
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will take place. Befides this, will not the dread left it fhould be a thing
by no mecans holy, cnable thcm to fubdue thofe things which others worfe
than themfelves fubdue ?

Crin. It is probable it will.

GuesT. Since, therefore, we have arrived thus far about this law, and
have fallen into doubt through the depravity of many, we now fay with
confidence, that our citizens ought not to be worfe than birds, and many
wild beafts : for many herds of thefe live a fingle, pure, and incorrupt life
till the time of procreating offspring ; and when they arrive at this age, the
male benevolently uniting with the female, and the female with the male,
they live for the remainder of their time in a holy and juft manner, firmly
abiding in the firft compaéls of friendthip. But it is requifite that our
citizens thould be better than wild beafts. 1If, therefore, theyare corrupted
by other Grecks, and the greater part of Barbarians, and are incapable of
reftraining themfelves when they fce and hear that the Venus which is
called inordinate is capable of accomplithing in them thatwhich is greateft,—
in this cafc, it is requifite that the guardians of the laws, becoming legiflators,
thould devife for them a fecond law.

CriN. What law would you advife thould be eftablithed for them, if they
rejet the prefent ?

Guzst. Evidently that which follows this, O Clinias.

Crin. What law do vou mean?

GuesT. That they fhould efpecially caufe the firength of pleafures to be
unexercifed, altering the courfe of its infufion and aliment through labours
of thebody. But this will tuke place if the ufe of venereal pleafures is not
attended with impudence. For, thefe being more rarely ufed through fhame,
the miftrefs of them will poflefs a more imbecil dominion. Cuftom, there-
fore, and an unwritten law, fhould privately perfuade them to a& in this
manner, and diffuade " them from a contrary mode of conduét as bafe. For
thus, in the fecond place, we fhall preferve the becoming; and one race of
men comprehending three gziera, will compad thofe of a depraved nature,
and who, we have confefled, are their inicrio, no to aét i an il'egal
manner.

2o honoury aid thoie tuat
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do not defire corporeal beauty, but are lovers of the beautiful manners of the
foul. And thefe things, perhaps, which are now afferted by us, are like prayers
in a fable. But they will by far fubfift in the moft excellent manner, if
they fhould be adopted by all cities. Perhaps, too, if divinity pleafes, we
may by force accomplith one of the two in amatory affairs : either that no
one fhall dare to touch any free and well-born woman befides his wife,
or have any conneion with concubines, or diffeminate contrary to nature
in the barren foil of males: or elfe we muft entirely take away con-
nection with males; and if any one has conneion with other women
than thofe which came to his houfe in conjun&ion with the Gods, and
facred marriages, whether fuch women are bought, or acquired by any
other means,—fuch an one, unlefs he is concealed from all men and women,
may perhaps with propriety be deprived by law of all the honours in the
city, as being one who is truly a foreigner. This law, whether it is proper
to call it fimple or twofold, fhould be eftablithed refpecting all venereal and
amatory concerns, which are tranfa&ed by us with each other through fuch-
like defires, and this both in a proper and improper manner.

Meeivt. I very much approve, O gueft, of this law : but let Clinias here
inform us what is his opinion refpefting thefe things.

Crin. 1 fhalldo fo, O Megillus, when it appears to me that a proper
opportunity prefents itfelf for this purpofe: but let us now permit our gueft
to proceed forward in his difcuffion of laws.

MEesiL. Right,

GuEesT. But we have now proceeded fo far, that we are nearly arrived
at the eftablithment of eating in common ; which in other places we have
faid it is difficult to eftablifh, but no one will fuppofe but that it ought to be
adopted in Crete. After what manner, however, muft it be eftablithed ?
Shall we fay as here, or as in Lacedeemon ? oris there a third mode better
than both thefe? It appears to me to be difficult to difcover this third
mode, and that when found it will not be produtive of any great good.
For what we have now inftituted appears to have been accomplithed in
an elegant manner. After this, it follows that we fhould {peak refpeting
the apparatus of food, and fhow in what manner it thould be procured for
our citizens. Food then in other cities is all-various, and procured from ‘

many places, but efpecially from two places. For food is obtained for the
' greateft
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greateft part of the Greeks from the earth and fea; but to our citizens
from the earth alone. This, therefore, will be eafy for the legiflator. For
much lefs than half of the laws will be fufficient ; and thefe will be more
adapted to free-born men. For the legiflator of this city will have nothing
to do with naval and mercantile affairs, or with inn-keepers, publicans,
vi€tualling-houfes, miners, borrowing money, ufury, and ten thoufand other
things of this kind. But he will only have to give laws to hufbandmen,
thepherds, the curators of bees, and the guardians and fuperintendants of
things of this kind: and his principal bufinefs as a legiflator will confift in
attending to marriages, the procreation, education, and difcipline of children,
and the eftablithment of magiftrates in the city. It is, therefore, now
neceiTary that we fhould dire& our attention to nutriment, and to thofe
who by their own Jabour procure it. Iet the laws, therefore, called geor-
gic be firft eftablithed. And let this be the firft law of Jupiter Termi-
nalis* : No one fhall move the boundaries of land, neither that of a neigh-
bouring fellow-citizen, nor of a neighbouring ftranger, if he fhould poflefs the
extremities of the land; but he fhould confider that the faying, “This is to move
things immoveable’, is true. And every one fhould rather wifh to move a
mighty rock, than a boundary, or {fmall ftone, which terminates friendthip
and hatred by an oath. For Omophylus? Jupiter is a witnefs of the one,
and Hofpitable Jupiter of the other; and thefe divinities are roufed in con-
junétion with the moft hoftile battles. He, too, who is obedient to the law
thall be free from condemnation : but he who defpifes it fhall be obnoxious
to a twofold punifhment; one, and that the firft, from the Gods; but the
fecond from the law. For the law fays that no one fhall voluntarily move
the boundaries of his neighbour’s land. But of him who does move them,
any one that is willing may inform the hufbandmen, who fhall lead him to
the court of judgment. Here he fhall be condemned by the judges to make
reftitution, as one who diftributes land privately and by force, and fhall be
otherwife punithed in fuch manner as the judges thall determine.  But, in the
next place, many and fmall injuries of neighbours, when often taking place,
produce great enmities, and render vicinity difficult and vehemently bitter.,
On this account a ncighbour ought to be extremely cautious of injuring his

- ? i. e. Jupiter the guardian of bounds. 3 i. e, Jupiter the guardian of a tribe or kindred.
4 - neighbour,
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neighbour, both in other things, and in every thing pertaining to agricul-
ture. For to do an injury is by no means difficult, but is in the power of
every man; but to profit is not in the power of every one. But hc who,
pafling beyond his own boundaries, cultivates his neighbour’s land, fhall
make a reflitution, and, fuffering the punifhment of his impudence and il-
liberality, fhall pay the injured perfon the double of his lofs.  Of all fuch
like particulars, huibandmen fhould be the judges and cenfors. And of fuch
as arc greater, as [ have faid before, the whole order of the twelfth part ;
but of the leffer, thofe that prefide over the guardians of thefe. And if any
one diftributes cattle, the hufbandmen, confidering the injury, fhall judge
and condemn accordingly. Likewife, if any one ufurps a fwarm of bees be-
longing to another, alluring the bees by the found of brafs, and thus rendering
them familiar to him, he fhall make a reftitution to the injured perfon. Andif
any one fets fire to certain materials, without paying any attention to his neigh-
bour’s property, he fhall pay that fine which the magiftrates think fit to im-
pofe. In like manner, he who in planting does not leave the meafure of his
neighbour’s Jand, fhall be punifhed in fuch a manuer as would be faid to be

fufficient by many legiflators ; whofe laws we ought to ufe, and not think that
the many and trifling particulars which are inftituted by any cafual legiflator
are to be adopted by a greater moderator of a city. For antient and beau-
tiful laws refpeCting water are eftablithed for hufbandmen, which yet do not
deferve to be recited. But he who withes to deduce water to his own place,
fhould fo deduce it from common fountains as not to cut oftf the apparent
fountain of any private perfon. He may likewife be permitted to conduct
the water where he pleafes, except through houfes, or certain temples, or
fepulchres, at the fame time being cautious not to do any damage, except
what may arife from the derivation of the ftream. But if the natural dry-
nefs of the ground in certain places thould be incapable of retaining the
waters from Jupiter, aud there fhould be a defeét of neceffary drink, any
onc may dig in his own ground till he comes to chalky earth, Aud if in
this depth he meets with no water, he may draw as much from his neigh-
bours as his ncceflities require.  But if there thould be a {carcity of water
with his ncighbours, the quantity that fhould be daily ufed muft be de-
termined by the prieteés of the land. However, if the waters from Jupiter
abound, and thofe that inhabit or cultivate the lower places reftrain the flux

of
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of the water, foas to injure thofe in the higher grounds ; or, on the contrary,

if the inhabitants of the higher places, inconfiderately permitting the waters

to flow, injure the inhabitants of the lower grounds, and difagreement arifes

between the two refpeting this particular,—then, in the city, the city fur-
veyor, but, in the country, he who prefides over the land, thall order what
each ought to doin this.cafe. But he who is not obedient to this order thall
{uffer the pun'fhment of his envy and morofenefs, and fthall give the injured
perfon the double of his lofs. A participation of the fruits ‘of autumn
thould be made by all men as follows :—The God of autumn imparts to us
two gracious gifts; one Dionyfiacal, which does not require to be concealed;:

but another, to which concealment is natural. Let this law then be gfta—

Llithed refpeing autumnal fruits. Whoever taftes of the ruftic fruit of

-grapes, or of figs, before the time of vintage, which concurs with Aré&urus,
fhall be fined fifty drachms facred to Bacchus, if he has gathered thefe fruits
from his own land; but if from that of his neighbour’s, a mina; and if

from other lands, two parts of a mina. Grapes and figs, which we deno-

minate generous, may be gathered by any one, after what manner and when

he pleafes, if they are his own ; but not when they belong to another, unlefs

he obtains lcave of the pofleflor ; and this in conformity to the law which
fays that no one fhall move that which he has not depofited, and that he
who does fo fhall be fined. But if a flave, not complying with the orders

of his mafter, gathers fruits of this kind, he fhall receive as many lafhes
with a whip as the number of the grapes and figs which he gathered. When

a"native has bought "any generous autumnal fruits, he may eat them if he
pleafes; but if a firanggr as he pafles along defires to eat thefe autumnal
fruits, whether he is alone or with one companion, he may eat them as

hofpitable property : but the law forbids ftrangers from eating thofe fruits

which are called ruftic. If any one ignorantly gathers thefe, or if they are

gathered by a flave, the flave fhall be punifhed with ftripes; but the free per=-

fon fhall be difmiffed wjth an admonition that he may gather other au-

tumnal fruits, but that thofe from which raifins, wine, and dry figs are made,

are not fit to be gathered. .With refpe& to pears, apples, pomegranates,

and all fuch fruits, let it not be confidered as bafe to gather them fecretly.

But if any one who is lefs than thirty years of age is detected gathering

them, let him be chaftifed, but without wounds; and let not the free-born

man
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man fuffer any punithment for infliting this chaftifement, Let it likewife -
be lawful for a ftranger to partake of thefe fruits in the fame manner as of
generous autumnal fruits. If any perfon more advanced in years taftes of
thefe, but does not take them away, let him, in the fame manner as a
ftranger, be permitted to partake of all thefe: but if he is not obedient to
the law, let him be confidered as one who does not contend for virtue ;—if
any one gives information of this to the judges of thefe particulars, Again,
water is the moft nutritive of every thing pertaining to gardens, but it is
eafily corrupted. For ncither the earth, the fun, nor the air, which toge-
ther with water nourifh things germinating from the earth, can be eafily
corrupted either by medicaments, turnings afide, or thefts: but all fuch
things as thefe are able to take place refpecing the nature of water; and on
this account it requires the affiftance of law. Leet this, then, be the law re-
fpefting it: If any one voluntarily corrupts water belonging to another
perfon by medicaments, or ditches, or thefts, whether fuch water is fontal
or colle€ted, he fhall be taken before the ®diles; and, if conviéted, he fhall
be punifhed adequately to his offence. With refpe&t to the conveyance of all
feafonable fruit, let itbe lawful for any one who is willing, to carry his own
fruit any where, fo long as he does not injure any one, or fo long asa gain
arifes to himfelf triple of the damage which his neighbour has fuftained.
Let the magiftrates be the infpectors of thefe things, and of all fuch inju-
ries as are either committed by violence or fecretly, againft a perfon him-
felf, or his property. Let all fuch particulars be laid before the magiftrates,
if the injury does not exceed threc minwe; but if it does, let the cafe be
brought before the common courts of juftice, and let him who has com-
mitted the injury be punithed. But if any magiftrate fhall be found to con-
demn an accufed perfon unjuftly, let him be confidered as a debtor to the
injured perfon of twice the lofs which he fuftained. And, in thort, let the
unjuft conduét of the magiftrates be brought before the common courts of
juftice by any perfon that is willing. But as there are ten thoufand fmall
legal inftitutions, according to which punithments ought to be infliéted re-
{pecting the allotments of juftice, citations, and the perfons cited, whether
the citation ought to be made between two, or between many ;—all fuch
particulars as thefe muft not be left deftitute of law, nor yet do they feem
worthy to be noticed by an aged legiflator. Let young men, therefore, give
laws
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laws refpecting thefe, imitating prior legal inftitutions, underftanding fmall
things from fuch as arc great, and becoming experienced in the neceflary ufe
of them till every thing fhall appear to be fufficiently eftablithed. After this,
caufing thefe inftitutions to be immovable, let them be ufed as fuch.

With refpedt to other artificers, it is requifite to a& as follows: In the
firft place, let no citizen labour about artificial works, nor yet a fervant of
any citizen. For a citizen who preferves the common ornament of the
city, is engaged im an art which requires long continued exercife, and, at the
fame time, many difciplines, and the pofleflion of it is not to be obtained
by indolent application. But to labour accurately in two ftudies, or two
arts, nearly furpaffes the ability of human nature. Nor can any one fuffi-
ciently exercife one art, and at the fame time dire&t his attention to one who
exercifes another. This, therefore, ought firft of all to take place in the
city, that no one fhall at the fame time be a copperfmith and a builder;
and that a builder fhall not attend more to the copperfmith’s, than to his own,
art, under a pretext that, becaufe he has many fervants who work for him,
he very properly beftows more attention upon them, that greater gain may
thence accrue to him from his own art: but every artift in the city fhall ex=
ercife one art only, and from this derive his fupport. This law the =zdiles
thould particularly attend to; and fhould punith with difgrace and infamy
any one who inclines a citizen to a certain art more than to the ftudy of
virtue, till they have converted the citizen to his right courfe. But, if any
ftranger is found to apply himfelf to two arts, he fhall be punithed with
bonds, fines, and expulfions from the city, and thall be compelled to exer-
cife one art alone. With repe@ to the wages of workmen, and the de-
ftru&tion of works, and the injuries which workmen may either fuffer or
commit, the zdiles fhall judge of thefe as far as to fifty drackms. Offences
which merit a greater fine than this, fhall be judged according to law in
the common courts of juftice. There fhall, likewife, be no revenue in-
the city arifing from the exportation and importation of goods. But, with
refpe@ to frankincenfe, and other foreign aromatics, from which fumiga-
tions are made to the Gods, together with purple, and other dyed colours,
which are not produced in this region, or any other article of foreign im-
portation, let no one introduce any of thefe, nor yet agaia export any thing
which the region neceffarily requires, All thefe particulars muft be attended

VOL. I, 21 to,
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to, and taken care of, by the twelve guardians of the laws, five of the elder
being excepted. With refpect to arms, and all warlike inftruments, if there
thould be a neceffity of any forcign art, whether relative to plants, or metals,
or bonds, or animals which are fubfervient to war, the care of the importa-
tion and exportation of thefe muft be committed to the mafters of the horfe,
and the generals of the army; but the guardians of the law muft cftablith
refpeting thefe becoming and fufficient laws. No victualling-houfes fhall
be fuffered, either in the city or in any part of the region for the fuke of ac-
cumulating wealth. But it appears that the mode eftablithed by the law of
the Cretans of diftributing the food which is the produce of the country, is
a proper one : for a general diftribution into twelve parts is made of the
whole produce of the land, which alfo is confumed. Every twelfth part of
barley, wheat, all autumnal fruits, and vendible animals, thould be triply di-
vided according to proportion ; ‘one part being given to freec-born perfons,
another to the fervants of thefe, and a third part to artificers and ftrangers,
whether fuch ftrangers have taken up their refidence in the city through the
want of neceflary fuftenance, or for the fake of any advantage to the city,
or any individual in it. This third part, therefore, of all neceffaries; fhould
be alone vendible from neceffity; but nothing belonging to the two other
'parts thould be neceflarily fold. How, therefore, are thefe to be diftributed
in the moft proper manner? In the firft place, it is evident that we fhould
diftribute them partly equally, and partly unequally. '

CriN. How do you fay?

GuesT. It is neceffary that every land fhould produce and nourith things
better or worfe than each of thefe.

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. As, therefore, ‘there are three parts, let no more be diftributed
either to mafters or flaves, or ftrangers, but let the diftribution be made to
all, according to the fame equality of fimilitude. But let each citizen fince
he receives two parts, have the power of diftributing both to flaves and free-
born perfons, as much, and fuch things, as he pleafes. It is however proper
that a greater quantity than thefe fhould be diftributed in meafure and
number, and that a diftribution thould be made after an account is taken of
all the animals which derive their nourithment from the earth. After this,

it is necelfary that habitations fhould be feparately affigned them in an
orderly
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orderly manner. But the following order will be adapted to things of
this kind. There ought to be twelve ftreets in the middle, and one in
each of the twelve parts; and in each ftreet a forum, and temples of the
Gods, and of demons the attendants of the Gods, fhould be raifed; and
whether there are ftatues of certain inhabitants of Magnefia, or of other
antients whofe memory is preferved, to thefe the honours of antient men
fhould be paid. The temples of Vefta, Jupiter, Minerva, and of him who
is the leader of cach of the other divinities that prefide over the twelve
parts, fhould be every where eitablithed. But firt of all buildings thould
be raited about thefe temples in the higheft place, as well defended receptacles
for the guards: but the reft of the region fthould be diftributed for the
artificers into thirteen parts. And one part of thefe fhall refide in the city,
this part being diftributed into the twelve parts of the whole city; but
another part thall be circularly diftributed about the environs of the city.
In every ftreet artificers thall refide that are adapted to the purpofes of
hufbandmen. The governors of the huftbandmen, too, fhall take care of all
thefe particulars, and of fuch things as each place may require; and fhall
provide fuch places as will be moft advantageous to the hufbandmen. The
zediles in like manner fhall take care of the artificers in the city. Things per-
taining to the forum ought likewifc to be taken care of by the pricfects of the
markets,  After attention to facred things, they thould be careful, in the firt
place, that no one a&s unjuftly in buying or felling ; and, in the next place, they
thould punith every one that deferves punithment, as being the infpe@ors of
modefty and infolence.  With refpett to things vendible, they fhould, in the
firft place,confider, whether the citizens fell to foreigners in a manner conform-
able tolaw. Butlet the law be this: On the firft day of the month, thofe that
take care of foreigners fhall exhibit a part of what is to be fold ; viz. in the
firft place a twelfth part of the corn @ and foreigners during the fpace of the
whole month thall buy corn, and fuch things as pertain to corn, in the firft
market. But on the twelfth day of the month, the felling and buying of
moift articles fhall take place through the whole of the month. And on
the twenty-third day of the month, let fuch animals be fold as may be
wanted, together with fuch articles as hufbandmen’require, viz. fkins and
garments of every kind, whether knit or woven. But it 1s neceflary that
trangers thould buy the poffeffions of others. However, let there be no buying

212 : or
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or felling of wheat or barley, diftributed into barley-meal, or of any other
aliment, either among the citizens or their flaves. In the markets of the
ftrangers, a ftranger may fell and exchange to artificers and their flaves, wine
and food, and in like manner diftributed fleth, which is generally called
cauponation. A firanger, too, may be permitted to buy every day the whole
materials of fire, from the infpe@orsof places,andfell it again to other ftrangers,
for as much as he pleafes, and when he pleafes. Let every other ufeful article
be fold in the common forum, in fuch places as the guardians of the laws, and
prefe@s of the markets,. together with the zdiles, fhall appoint. Here let
money be exchanged for things, and things for money ; no one committing
the exchange to another, but performing it by himfelf. However, if any
ong thinks proper to commit it to another, whether reftitution is made to him
or not, he muft be contented, becaufe no notice is taken in the courts of
juftice of fuch contratts. But'if that which is bought or fold, has been
bought or fold at a greater or lefs price than the law fixes upon vendible
commodities, the quantity by which it exceeds the juft price fhall be taken
an account of in writing by the guardians of the laws, and the contrary fhall
be expunged. Let the fame things be enjoined refpefting the regiftering of
the property poffeffed by the inhabitants of the city. Let it likewife be law-
ful for any one to migrate to our city on certain conditions, viz. fo that he
1s fkilled in, and exercifes, fome art, and does not continue more than twenty
years from the day of his being regiftered ; during which time he fhall not
be forced to pay any tribute for buying and felling, nor be under any reftraint,
except that of condu@ing himfelf temperatcly. But when the twenty years
are expired, he fhall receive his own property and depart. However, if it
thould fo happen during this time, that the city fhould be greatly benefitted
by him, and he is defirous of continuing longer, or of fettling for life in the
city, let his requeft be complied with, if agreeable to the inhabitants of the
city. With refpet to the fons of the emigrants that are artifts and fifteen
years of age, let the time of their continuance in the city commence from
their fifteenth year, fo that they may ftay, if they pleafe, twenty years after
this period, or longer if agreeable to the inhabitants. But if they choofe to
leave the city, they may depart after their regifters, which were committed to
the care of the magiftrates, are oblitetated.

THE END OF THE EIGHTH BOOK.
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BOOK IX.

AS judicial affairs are confequent to all the preceding particulars, the
Jdifcuffion of them at prefent will be agreeable to the natural order of laws.
But we have partly thown what the particulars are refpeing which judg-
ments ought to take place, viz. refpecting agriculture and the like ; though
we have not as yet diftinétly fpoken of the greateft judgments, and fhown
what punifhments they ought to infli&, and who fhould be the judges. It
therefore follows that we thould now fpeak of thefe.

CuiN, Right.

Guest. But it is after a manner bafe that the city which we fay will be
properly inhabited, and furnifhed with every thing adapted to the ftudy of
virtue, fhould obferve all fuch laws as we are now about to eftablith. For
to fuppofe that, in fuch a city, a man capable of the greateft iniquity will be
born, fo that it will be neceffary to give laws by anticipation, and enjoin
threatenings, if fuch a charalter thould arife, and this for the fake of pre-
venting the greateft enormities, and that when they are committed, they
may be legally punithed,—to fuppofe this will, as I have faid, be in a certain
refpet bafe. But fince we do not, like the antient legiflators, give laws to he-
roes the fons of the Gods, thefe legiflators at the fame time being themfelves
defcended from the Gods, but being ourfelves men, we at prefent give laws
to thofe that arc born from the fced of men ; —fince this is the cafe, we may
juftly be afraid left any one of our citizens thould be fo naturally intraéable
and untamed, as not to be liquefied; juft as leguminous fubftances, when blafted
by thunder, cannot be fubdued by fire, The firft law, therefore, which we fhall
eftablith, though it is not agrecable to us to do {o, is refpeéting facrilege, if any

one
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onc fhall darc to commit it. Indeed, we neither wifh, nor do we very much
fear, that a citizen, when properly educated, will ever labour under this dif=
cate. But the fervants of thefe, ftrangers, and the flaves of ftrangers, will
attempt many things of this kind; for the fake of which efpecially, and
at the fame time fearing for all the imbecility of human nature, I fhall {peak
about the law of facrilege, and all other fuch particulars as are either dif-
ficult to be cured or entirely incurable. The preface, however, to thefe par-
ticulars, according to what has been formerly affented to, ought to be as
thort as poffible. Some one, therefore, may thus addrefs him who is ex-
cited by a vicious defire both day and night to plunder temples, mingling at
the fame time admonitions with his fpeech: O wonderful man, neither a
human nor a divine evil moves and excites you now to facrilege, but a certain
execrable fury, arifing in men from antient and unpurified offences, ‘which
you ought to dread with all your might. Learn, then, what this dread is.
‘When any fuch opinion attacks you, betake yourfelf to expiations, betake
yourfelf, in a fuppliant manner, to the temples of thofe Gods that avert
evils from mankind ; and betake yourfelf to an affociation with good men.
Among thefe partly hear, and endeavour yourfelf to fay, that every man
ought to honour things beautiful and juft. But fly without turning back
from an affociation with the vicious. And if, in confequence of your aéting
in this manner, the difeafe ceafes, you have done well ; but if not, confider-
ing that in this cafe it is better to die, liberate yourfelf from life. Since,
therefore, we have fung thefe exordia to thofe whofe thoughts lead them to
deeds impious and deftructive to the city, it is proper to difinifs him in
filence who is obedient to the law: but to him who will not be perfuaded,
it is neceflary, after the preface, to fing in a higher ftrain. He, then, who
is detected in the act of facrilege, if he is either a flave or a ftranger, fhall
have his calamity written in his face and hands, and after he has reccived as
many lathes with a whip as the judges fhall think proper, he fhall be driven
naked beyond the borders of the region. For, perhaps, being brought to
his right mind by this punifhment, he will become a better man. For no
punithment {ubfifting according to law is inflicted with an evil intention. But
one of two thiugs is nearly always effected : for he who fuffers punithment
either becomes better or lefs depraved. If, however, a citizen fhall at any
time appear to have perpetrated any thing of this kind, or fome mighty and

arcane
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arcane crime towards the Gods, or his parents, or his country, the judgé
fhall pronounce fuch an one to be incurable, in confequence of confidering,
that though he has been well nourithed and difciplined from his childhood,
yet he has not abftained from the greateft vices. But death to fuch a man
is the leaft of evils. Such an one, therefore, that others may be benefited by
his example, being ftigmatized with infamy, and expelled beyond the bound-
aries of the region, fhall there be put to death. But let his children and
race be honoured and praifed, if they avoid his manners, as thofe that
bravely fly from evil to good. It will not, however, be proper that the
riches of any fuch perfon fhould become public property, in a polity in which
the fame and cqual allotments ought to be perpetually preferved. But when
any one perpetrates fuch things as are to te punithed with a fine, he fhall be
fined as much as he poffefles above his allotted portion, but the lot itfelf fhall
remain entire. The guardians of the laws, however, confidering this affair ac-
curately from written accounts, thould always give a clear ftatement of it to the
judges, that no one may be deprived of his allotments through want of money.
If any one fhould appear to deferve a greater fine, and no one of his friends
is willing to be bound for him, and procure his liberty, fuch an one fhall be
punithed with lafting and apparent bonds, and with certain reproaches. But
let no one offence ever by any means pafs unpunithed, nor any fugitive ; but
let him either be punifhed with death, or bonds, or ftripes, or certain fqualid
feats, or with ftanding, or being exhibited in temples at the extremity of
the region, or by fines, in the manner we have before mentioned. Let the
guardians of the laws too be eftablithed the judges of death ; and let the beft
among them be chofen for this purpofe, who in the preceding year had aéted
in the capacity of magiftrates, But the citations and accufations of thefe,
and fuch like particulars, together with the manner in which they ought to
take place, thould be attended to by junior legiflators. The manner, how-
ever, in which fuffrages ought to be conduéed, it is our bufinefs to deter-
mine. Let them, therefore, be given openly. But, prior to this, let the
judge fit before the accufer and defendant, and as near to them as poffible,
in a grave and dignified manner. Let all the citizens too that are at leifure,
diligently attend as the hearers of fuch caufes. And, in the firft place, let
the accufer fpeak, and afterwards the defendant. After this, let the fenior
judge diligently and fufficiently examine what was faid: and, after the elder

judge,
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judge, all the other judges in order ought to confider what is worthy of dif-
cuffion in the fpeeches of the accufer and defendant. But he who does not
think there is any thing worthy of difcuffion in either of the {peeches,
thould refer the mveﬁlgatxon of it to another. And, laftly, fuch things as
fhall appear to be well faid, being committed to writing, and figned by all
the judges, fhall be placed in the temple of Vefta. And again, aﬂ'cmblmg
the next day into the fame place, they fhall in a fimilar manner examine
and judge, and put their fignatures to what fhall appear to have been well
faid. When this has been thrlcc accomplithed, and the proofs and witnefles
have been {ufficiently examined, each judge bearing in his hand a facred
pebble, and fwearing before Vefta that he has Judged to the utmott of his
ability juftly and nuly, a judgment of this kind fhall be thus brought to a
conclufion.

After crimes refpeing the Gods, it is requifite to fpeak of thofe which
pertain to the diffolution of a polity. He, therefore, who fubje@s govern.
ment to the power of- a man, enflaves the laws, makes the city fubfervient
to fatious focieties, and, accomplithing all this by force, excites illegal fedi-
tions. It is proper to confider a charaéter of this kind as the greateft of all
enemies to the whole city. But he who, though he is not the author of any
thing of this kind, yet pofleffes the greateft authority in the city, but takes
no notice of thefe confpiracies, or if he does notice them, through timidity,
fuffers his injured country to be unrevenged,—a citizen of this kind ought
to be confidered as the fecond in wickednefs. Every man who is of the
fmalleft utility in a city thould inform the judges of thefe particulars, and
bring him to judgment who endeavours by ftratagem to produce a vi-
olent and illegal mutation of the polity. But let the fame judges give
fentence in thefe cafes as decided in facrilege ; and let the whole procefs be
condu@ed in a fimilar manner. Let the fuffrage too which vanquifhes in
multitude, be the fentence of death. And, in fhort, let not the difgrace and
punithment of the father attend the children, unlefs the father, grand-
father, and great-grandfathcr, of fome one in fucceffion, have deferved death.
Thefe, with their pofleffions, except as much as pertains to the lot, fhall be
fent to their antient paternal city. But as to thofe citizens who fhall hap-
pen to have more children than one, and thefe not lefs than ten years of

age, ten out of their number muft be chofen by lot, which the father, or
4 paternal
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paternal or maternal grandfather, thall approve; and after they arc chofen,
their names muft be fent to Delphi.  Then, with a better fortune, the pot-
feflions and habitation affigned by lot fhall be reftored to him whom the
Delphic God approves.

Crin. And very properly fo.

GuesT. Let there be yet a third common law, refpeéting judges, and the
mode of judgment, againft thofe that are accufed of treafon. In a fimilar
manner let there be one law rcfpe@ing the abiding of children in, and
their egreffion from, their country; juft as we inftituted one refpeéting the
betrayer of his country, the man who commits facrilege, and he who by
violence deftroys the laws of the city. With refpet to theft too, whether
in great or fmall matters, let one law, and one punifhment, be ordained for
every kind of theft. For, when any one is condemned for thieving, if his
own pofleffions, befides his allotted portion, are fufficient, he thall make a
twofold reftitution: and if he does not, he fhall be fettered till he has
either paid the appointed fum, or perfuaded him to whom he is indebted to
excufe him from paying it. But if any one is convicted of public theft, he
fhall then be freed from his bonds, when he has either perfuaded the city,
or made a twofold reftitution.

Crin. How is it that we fay, O gueft, there is no difference whether the
theft is fmall or great, and whether it is from facred or not facred places,
and fuch other diffimilitudes as fubfift about the whole of thieving? For,
fince thefts are various, the legiflator ought to attend to their varieties, and

noinfli@& fimilar punithments on diffimilar offences.

GuesT. You moft excellently repulfe me, O Clinias, who am, as it
were, hurrying along, and you likewife recall into my memory what I have
formerly thought, that the particulars refpe@ing the eftablithment of laws
have never been by any means properly determined.

Crin. But how, again, do we fay this?

Guest. We did not adopt a bad image when we faid, that all thofe of the
prefent day that fubmitted to laws were fimilar to thofe flaves who are
cured by flaves, For it is well to know this, that if at any time one of
thofe phyficians who meddle with the medical art from experience alone,
without reafon, fhould meet with a frec-born phyfician difcourfing with a
free-born patient, and very nearly philofophifing, by inveftigating in a ra-
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tional manner the beginning of his difeafe, and afterwards difcourfing about
all the nature of bodies, he would readily and vehemently laugh, and would
addrefs the free-born phyfician in language not at all different from what is
generally ufed towards moft phyficians. For he would fay to him, O ftupid
fellow, you do mnot cure the fick man, but you difcipline him as if he
wanted to become a phyfician, and not to be well,

Crin. And would he not fpeak properly by fpeaking in this manner?

GuesT. And may it not alfo be very properly obje&ed againft us, that
whoever difcufles laws in the manner we do at prefent, difciplines the citi=
zens, but does not give them laws ?

CLiN. Perhaps fo.

GuesT. But at prefent a fortunate circumftance happens to us.

CLiN. What is that?

GuesT. That there is no neceflity for us to eftablifh laws, but that, enter-
ing voluntarily on the bufinefs of legiflation, we have endeavoured to per-
ceive in every polity what is beft and moft neceffary, and after what
manner it might take place. And now, as it feems, it is permitted us if
we pleafe to confider what is beft, or, if we had rather, what is moft ne-
ceflary, refpe&ting laws. We may choofe, therefore, whichever is moft
agreeable to us.

Crin. We propofe, O gueft, a ridiculous choice, and we manifeftly be-
come fimilar to thofe legiflators who are compelled by a certain mighty
neceffity to give laws immediately, and are not permitted to defer this till
tomorrow. But itis lawful for us to {peak through divine affiftance, juft as
it is permitted thofe who gather ftones, or any other materials of a building,
to colle&t abundantly, and at leifure, fuch things as are adapted to the
. future building. Like builders, therefore, who do not raife ftructures from
neceffity, but at leifure, let us lay down fome things, and join together others,
{o that it may be rightly faid that fome things pertaining to the laws are
placed as foundations, and that other particulars are raifed on them as foun-
dations.

GuesT. For thus indeed, O Clinias, our fynopfis of laws will be more
natural. But, by the Gods, let us confider this refpecting legiflators.

CLiN., What? ]
~ Gusst. That there are writings and written difcourfes in cities refpecting
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a variety of particulurs, and that there are writings and difcourfes of the
legiflator.,

Crin. Undoubtedly.

Guest. Whether, therefore, fhall we dire& our attention to the writings
of poets and others ; writings which, whether in verfe or in profe, are com-
pofed refpe&ting the mode of condud in life; but by no means apply our-
felves to the writings of lcglﬂatorsP Or fhall we dire& our attention to
thefe beyond all others ? :

Crin. To thefe far beyond others.

GuesT. But willit not be neceffary that the legiflator fhould only confult
writings refpecting things beautiful, good, and juft, and that he fhould teach
what is the nature of thefe, and how they thould be ftudied by thofe that
intend to be happy?

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. But itis thameful that Homer, Tyrtzeus, and other poets, thould
have written more beautifully refpecting life and the ftudies of men than
Lycurgus, Solon, and other legiflators. Or, is it not proper that writings
refpeting laws fhould be by far the moft beautiful and beft of all writings
in a city: but that other writings fthould be confonant to thefe; or, if they
are difcordant, that they thould be treated with ridicule? We ought, there-
fore, to conceive, that laws fhould be f{o written for cities that the legif-
lator in compofing them fhall appear to have affumed the perfon of a father
and mother, and the writings themfelves ought to be full of benevolence
and prudence, and not like thofe of a tyrant and defpot, commanding,
threatening, and written on walls. Let us confider, therefore, whether we
thould endeavour to {peak in this manner refpe@ing laws, whether we are
able or not.  Let us, however, attempt it with alacrity, and, proceeding in
this way, patiently endure whatever difficulties we may have to encounter.
And may our journey be profperous ! which it will be if Divinity pleafes. ‘

Crin. You fpeak well. Let us, therefore, do as you fay.

GuesT. In the firft place, then, let us accurately confider, as we began
to do, refpeing facrilege, every kind of theft, and all injuries. And let
us not be indignant if, while delivering laws in an intermediate manner,
we eftablifh fome things, and deliberate about others. For we are becom~
ing to be legiflators, but are not yet, though, perhaps, we foon fhall be. But
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if it is agreeable to you, as I have faid, to confider refpe&ing the particulars
I have mentioned, let us confider them.

Crin. By all means.
GuesTt. However, refpecting all beautiful and juft things, we thould en-

deavour to confider this, in what manner we now accord, or diffent from
ourfelves: for we acknowledge that we defire, ‘though we may not be able,
to excel moft others.

Crin. What kind of difagreements among ourfelves do you fpeak of ?

GuesT. I will endeavour to inform you. With refpet to juftice entirely,
juft men, things, and a&ions, we all of us, in a manner, agree that all thefe
are beautiful. So that, if any one fhould ftrenuoufly affirm that juft men,
through the habit of juftice, are all-beautiful, though they fhould be de-
formed in body, there is fcarcely any one who by thus fpeaking would be
confidered as fpeaking in a diforderly manner. Is not this true ?

CrIN. Perhaps fo.
GuesT. But let us fee whether all fuch things as partake of juftice are

beautiful: for all our paffions are nearly equal to our aétions,

CriN. How fo?
Guest. Whatever a&tion is jufl, fo far as it participates of the juft, {o far

alfo it nearly participates of the beautiful,

Crin. Undoubtedly.
GugsT. Ifa paffion, therefore, which participates of the jutt, is acknow-

ledged by us to be beautiful on this acccount, our difcourfe by fuch an affer-
tion would not be rendered diffonant.

Crin. True.
GuEesT. But if we fhould agree that a paffion is jult, but at the fame time

bafe, the juft and the beautiful would be diffonant, in confequence of affert-
ing that juft things are moft bafe.

CriN. How is this?
GuesT. Itis not at all difficult to underftand. For the laws which a little

before have been eftablithed by us, appear to announce things perfetly con-
trary to the prefent affertions.

CriN. After what manner ?

GuesT. We eftablithed it as juft, that he who committed facrilege fhould

die ; and likewife the enemy of well-eftablithed laws; and, as we were
about
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about to eftablith many other laws of this kind, we defifted, on perceiving
that thefc were paffions infinite both in multitude and magnitude : and that
they were the moft juft, but at the fame time the moft bafe, of all the
paffions. Do not things juft and beautiful after this manner appear at one
time to be the fame, and at another to be moft contrary ?

Crin. They do appear fo. )

GuesT. By the multitude, therefore, things beautiful and juft, which are
fo diffonant with each other, are denominated things feparate.

Crin. It appears fo, O gueft.

GuesT. Let us therefore again, O Clinias, fee how we accord with our-
felves refpe&ting thefc things.

CriN. What concord and what particulars are you fpeaking of ?

Guest. I think it has clearly been thown by me in the foregoing dif-
courfe.

CriN. How?

GuesT. However, if it has uot been already fhown by me, yet confider
me as now {peaking about it.

CriN. After what manner?

GuesTt. That all vicious men are in all things involuntarily vicious; and
that, if this is the cafe, this alfo muft neceffarily follow.

Crin. What?

Guest. That the unjuft is a vicious man; and that the vicious man is
involuntarily fuch. But the voluntary can by no means be done in an in-
voluntary manner. He, therefore, who afts unjuftly, will appear to aét fo:
in an involuntary manner to him who confiders injuftice as a thing involun-
tary. This alfo too is now acknowledged by me. For I have agreed, that all
men aét unjuftly involuntarily, though fome one, for the fake of coutention
or ambition, may fay that unjuft men are involuntarily unjuft, but yet
many a& unjuftly voluntarily. This, however, is not my affertion. After
what manner, then, fhall I accord with my own affertions, if any one,
O Clinias and Megillus, fhould thus interrogate me? If thefe things are fo,
O gueft, what would you advife us refpefting the city of the Magnefians ?
Shall we give laws to them, or not? 1 fay, undoubtedly. Do you diftin-
guith injuries then by the voluntary and involuntary? And do you ordain
greater punifhments for voluntary offences and injuries, than for fuch as are

involuntary ?
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involuntary? Or do you punith all offences equally, as confidering that no
injuries are voluntarily committed ?

Cuin. You fpeak properly, O gueft. But what ufe fhall we make of
what has now been faid ?

GuesT. You interrogate well. In the firft place, then, we fhall ufe what
has been faid for the following purpofe.

Crin. What purpofe?

GuesT. Let us call to mind that it was well faid by us above, that thers
is great confufion and diffonance among us refpecting things juft. Refuming
this, therefore, we again afk ourfelves whether, fince we have neither folved
the doubt about thefe things, nor defined what is their difference, though in
all cities, by all legiflators that have ever exifted, voluntary and involuntary
injuries are confidered as forming two fpecies of injuries, and laws are efta-
blithed conformable to this opinion,—whether, therefore, fince this is the
cafe, ought we to difmifs what we have now advanced, after we have
aflerted that it is, as it were, divinely faid, without offering any arguments
to thow the re&itude of fuch affertions? Certainly not. But it is in a
manner neceflary, that before we eftablith laws we fhould evince that thefe
two things have a fubfiftence, and what is the difference between them ;
that, when any one eftablithes a punithment for either, every one may uns
derftand, and be able to judge, whether it is eftablifhed in a becoming man-
ner, or not. .

Crin. Youappear to us, O gueft, to fpeak well. For it is fit we thould
do one of two things, viz. either not fay that all unjuft altions are invo-
luntary, or firft of all evince by defining that this is properly afferted.

GuesT. One of thefe two things, therefore, I can by no means endure,
1 mean the denying that I think it is {o, (for this would neither be legal nor
holy). But after what manner thefe are two, if they by no means differ
with refpeét to voluntary and involuntary, but with refpe to fomething
elfe, we thould endeavour to evince.

Crin. By all means, O gueft: for we cannot otherwife underftand the
nature of thefe.

GuesT. Let it be fo. Do not, therefore, many damages take place
among citizens in their communications and affociations with each other, in

which the voluntary and involuntary abound?
CLIN,
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Crin. Undoubtedly.

Guest. Whether, therefore, does any one, confidering all damages as
injuries, think, in confequence of this, that they are attended with twofold
injuries, one kind being voluntary, and the other involuntary ? For the invo-
luntary damages of all men are neither in number, nor magnitude, lefs than
the voluntary. But confider whether I fay any thing to the purpofe, or not.
For, doI not fay, O Clinias and Megillus, that when fome one unwillingly
hurts another, he alts unjuftly, but involuntarily injures one who is un-
willing to be injured? And do I legally eftablith this as an involuntary in-
jury? 1Indeed I do not at all confider a damage of this kind as an injury,
whether it is of a greater or lefs magnitude. But we often fay that he who
affifts another in an improper manner a&s unjuftly, if his affiftance is not
vi€torious. For, my friends, it is not proper, neither if any one imparts
any thing, nor if, on the contrary, he takes any thing away, to call fuch an
aCtion fimply juft or unjuft: but the legiflator fhould confider whether he
who benefits, or is the caufe of detriment to another, is endued with worthy
manners, and employcd thofc manners juftly. And he fhould look to thefe
two things, viz. injuftice, and detriment, He fhould likewife, as much as
poffible, legally indemnify the perfon that has fuftained a damage, reftore
what has been loft, raife what has fallen, and repair the ravages of death
and wounds. Laftly, he thould always endeavour that the difcords arifing
from damages may, by means of the laws, terminate in friendfhip.

Crin. Thefe things are well faid.

GuesT. Unjuft damages, therefore, and emoluments, if any one happens
to derive emolument from injuring another, ought to be cured, if they are
fuch as are capable of being cured, as difeafes inherent in the foul. But it
is requifite to fay, that the cure of injuftice verges to this.

Crin. To what?

GugesT. That the Jaw may difcipline every one who does an injury, whe-
ther it be great or fimall, and may entirely compel him, either that he thall
never afterwards darc to do the like voluntarily, or by far lefs frequently,
through the dread of the confequent punifhment, In whatever manner any
one may accomplith this, whether by works or words, pleafure or pain,
honour or infamy, fincs or gifts, {o as that men may cither love, or at leaft

not hate, the nature of juftice, but may hate injuftice,—this is the bufinefs of
the
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the moft beautiful laws. But thofe whom the legiflator perceives to be in-
curable with refpet to thefe particulars, he thonld punith in the extreme,
as knowing that death is better than life to all fuch as thefe ; and that when
they are liberated from life they will doubly benefit others. For they will
ferve as a warning to others not to ac unjuftly, and the city, by their death,
will be freed from bad men. On this account i will be neceffary for the
legiflator to frunifl INCURABLE offences with death, but BY NOo MEANS on any
other account.

CLIN. Thefe things appear to have been fpoken by you in a very fufficient
manner 3 but we thould gladly hear you relating ftill more clearly the differ-
ence between injuftice and detriment.

GuesT. I fhall endeavour, therefore, to do and fay as you requeft me.
For it is evident that you have both faid to, and heard from, each other thus
much refpe&ing the foul, that'anger naturally refiding in it, whether as a
certain paffion, or a certain part, and being contentious and invincible, fub-
verts many things through irrational violence.

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuEsT. Befides this, too, we do not call pleafure the fame as anger, but
we fay that it poffeffes dominion from a contrary power, and that it per-
fuades us, with a violent deception, to do whatever it pleafes.

Crin. And very much fo.

Guest. He, likewife, who fays that ignorance is the third caufe of
crimes will not be deceived. But he will be a better legiflator who gives
this a twofold . divifion : confidering one kind as fimple, and the caufe of
light offences ; but the other twofold, when any one is void of difcipline,
not only from being detained by ignorance, but by an opinion of wifdom, fo
as to think that he has a perfe@ knowledge about things of which he is en-
tirely ignorant. Things of this kind, therefore, when followed by power
and ftrength, are to be eftablifhed as the caufes of mighty and ruftic crimes;
but when followed by imbecility, as in this cafe they become the crimes of
children and old men, they are to be confidered as crimes, and laws are to
be eftablithed for thofe that commit them ; but, at the fame time, they
fhould be reckoned the mildeft of all crimes, and as deferving the moft
abundant indulgence. ’

Crin. You fpeak reafonably.

6 GussT
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Guest. We nearly, therefore, all of us fpeak of pleafure and anger, as
things to which fome of us are fuperior, and by which others of us are van-
quithed : and this is truly the cafe. .

Crin. Entirely fo.

Guest. But we never have at any time heard that one of us is fupcrnot
to ignorance, and another vanquithed by it.

CLIN. Moft true.

GuesT. But we fay that all thefe allure us to their will, and often, at the
fame time, draw us to things contrary.

CriN. Often, indeed.

Guest. But I will now explain to you clearly what I call the juft and tbe
unjuft, without any variety of dlﬁm&xon. For I entirely denominate
injuftice to be the tyranny of anger, fear, pleafure, and pain, envy and
defire in the foul, whether fuch a tyrant injures any one, or not. But the
opinion of that which is beft, whether it is the conception of cities, or of
certain private individuals, if, poflefling dominion in the foul, itadorns the
whole man, though it may in a certain refpeé lead him into error,—this I
denominate juftice, and call every thing which is performed from this
opinion, juft. And I further add, that the whole life of thofe who are
obedient to a principle of this kind will be moft excellent. But a damage
of this nature is confidered by the multitude as involuntary injuftice. How-
ever, our bufinefs at prefent is not a contention about names. But finee
we have evinced that there are three fpecies of crimes, let us, in the firft
‘place, fill more diligently recall thefe into our memory. Of pain, there-
fore, which we denominate anger and fear, there is one fpecies for us.

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuesT. But of pleafure and defires there is a fecond fpcc:es- a third of
hopes and a defire of true opinion about that which is beft. This third
fpecies being divided into two parts, five fpecies will be produced, for which
laws are to bc eftablithed, differing from each other in two genera.

- CriN. What are thefe?

GursT. The one,every thing which is performed through violent and accord-
ing a&tions; the other, which takes place with darknefs and deception in a fecret
manner. And-fometimes ations are attended with both thefe ; which, if they
are treated in a proper manner, ought to be reftrained by the fevereft laws?

VOL. 11, 2 L Crin,
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Crin, It is juft they fhould.

GuesT. But let us now return whence we have digreffed, and finith the
eftablithment of laws. The particulars then which we propofed to difcufs
were refpeéting facrilege, betrayers of their country, and thofe who corrupted
the laws, by diffolving the polity governed by thofe laws. Some one may
perhaps commit one or other of thefe through infanity, difeafe, exceffive old
age, or youthfulnefs, which laft does not in any refpe¢t differ from the other
caufes which we have enumerated. If it fhall appear that any one thus
affe@ed has perpetrated one of thefe crimes, when the judges are chofen,
and the crime is divulged, cither by the guilty perfon or the infpe@or of the
deed, he fhall be judged to have a&ed contrary to law; and he fhall be
entirely fined a fimple fine for the injury which he has committed. But
let him be exempt from other punifhments, unlefs, having committed man-
flaughter, his hands are not pure from murder : for, in this cafe, departing
to another country, he fhall be exiled for a year. If he returns before
the time prefcribed by the law, or fhall be deteéted within the borders of
the country, he fhall be imprifoned for two years in the public gaol by the
guardians of the laws, but liberated from his bonds after this period. How-
ever, as we began with murder, let us endeavour to eftablith laws con-
fummately for every fpecies of it. And, in the firft place, let us fpeak
concerning violent and involuntary homicide. If any one, therefore, in a
conteft, and public gymnaftic exercifes, fhall involuntarily flay his friend,
whether his death happens immediately, or fome time after, from the wounds
which he has received; or, if a man kills bis friend in battle in a fimilar
manner, or in warlike exercifes inftituted by the magiftrates, whether with
naked bodies, or with certain arms in imitation of warlike exercifes,—in all
thefe cafes let him be purified according to the law about thefe particulars
received from Delphi. But let all phyficians who, in endeavouring to cure,
have unwillingly been the death of any one, be confidered as pure according
to law. If any one with his own haud unwillingly flays another, whether
with his own naked body, or with an inftrument or dart, or from ad-
miniftering drink or food, or by the hurling of fire, or tempeft, or the pri-
vation of breath, whether he does this with his own body, or through the
means of other bodies, let him be entirely confidered as one that flays with
his own hand, and fuffer the following punifhments: If he kills a flave

belonging
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belonging to another perfon, thinking that it is his own, he fhall indem-
nify the mafter of the dcad flave, or be fined the double of the worth of fuch
flave : but his worth fhall be determined by the judges. The homicide, too, in
this cafe fhall ufe greater and more numerous purifications than thofe who
commit murder in gymnaftic exercifes ; and the proper interpreters of thefe
things fhall be thofe whom the Delphic God approves. But if any one kills
his own flave, when he is purified according to law, let him be liberated from
murder. If any one involuntarily flays a free-born perfon, let him be puri-
fied with the fame purifications as he who cuts off a flave. And let him not
defpife one of the antient fayings. For it is faid, that a free-born perfon
who is violently put to death, will foon after his death be angry with his
murderer ; and being filled with fear and terror through his violent diffolu-
tion, and perceiving the perfon that flew him living after his ufual manner,
he will terrify, and, being difturbed himfelf, difturb with all his might his
murderer and his aftions, memory at the fame time contributing to oppofe
him. On this account, it is requifite that a homicide thould be exiled from
every part of his country for a whole year. But, if it is a ftranger who is
flain, the homicide fhall be expelled from the country of the ftranger for
the fame length of time. And if any one is willingly obedient to this law,
he who is the neareft relation of the deceafed, and who was an infpector of
all the particulars relative to the murder, fhall pardon the homicide ; with
whom if he is entirely reconciled, it will be perfe@ly fufficients But with
refpet to him who is not obedient to this law, and who, in the firft place,
being unpurified, dares to go to the temples of the Gods, and facrifice ; and,
in the next place, is unwilling to be exiled for the above-mentioned time,
fuch a one the neareft relative of the deceafed fhall accufe to the judges,
and he fhall {uffer double the punifhments which are due to the crime. If
the neareft relative of the deccafed does not call him to an account, the de-
filement, as it were, revolving on fuch a one, or, in other words, the flain
perfon dire€ting his anger towards him, be fhall be accufed by any one that
pleafes, and fhall be compelled by law to leave his country for five years.
But if a ftranger involuntarily {lays a ftranger in the city, whoever is willing
fhall accufe him by the fame laws., If an inhabitant flays a ftranger, he
thall be exiled for one year. And, univerfally, if a ftranger flays a ftranger,
who is an inhabitant and a citizen, befides his purification he fhall be
2L2 banifhed
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banifhed for the whole of hislife from the country in which laws of this kind
have dominion. And if he returns illegally, the guardians of the laws
fhall punifh him with death ; and his property, if he has any, fhall be given
to the neareft relation of the deceafed. However, if any one involuntarily
returns before the limited time, being driven on the coaft by a ftorm at fea,
in this cafe, let him fix a tent on the fhore, {o that his feet may touch the
water, and watch for a fit opportunity of failing. But, if he fhould be for-
cibly brought into the city by any one, let him be liberated by the firft ma-
giftrate he may meet with, and fent back with fafety into exile. Again, if
any one with his own hand fhall flay a free-born perfon, being incited by anger
to the deed, athing of this kind ought, in the firft place, to receive a two-
fold diftin@&ion. For he commits murder through anger, who fuddenly
and unintentionally kills a man by blows, or any other fuch like means, fo
that immediately after the impulle penitence follows the deed. And he like-
wife murders another in anger, who having been previoufly defamed by igno-
minious words or deeds, and, endeavouring to be avenged, afterwards
voluntarily flays the perfon by whom he has been injured, and is not penitent
for the deed. - Murder, therefore, as it appears, muft receive a twofold dif-
tribution ; and both of them nearly are produced by anger. But they may
moft juftly be faid to fubfift between the voluntary and the involuntary. In
reality, indeed, they are but images of the voluntary and involuntary. For,
he who retains his anger, and does not immediately and fuddenly, but with
ftratagem, at fome diftance of time, avenge himfelf, is fimilar to one who
murders voluntarily. But he who does not conceal his anger, but immediately
follows its impulfe without premeditation, is fimilar to one who murders in-
voluntarily. However, he is not altogether involuntary, but an image of
one that aéts involuntarily. On this account, it is difficult to determine re-
fpeting murders committed through anger, whether they fhould be efta-
blithed by law as voluntary or involuntary actions. The beft and the trueft
method, therefore, that can be adopted is, to confider both thefe kinds of
murder as images, and to divide them apart from each other, fo as to clafs
the one under premeditated, and the other under unpremeditated actions.
Severer punithments, therefore, are to be ordained for thofe that commit
murder through anger, with premeditation ; but milder punithments for
thofe that murder without deliberation, and fuddenly, For, that which is

fimilar
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fimilar to a greater evil {hould receive a greater punithment, but that which
is fimilar to a leffer evil, a leffer punithment. Let it, therefore, be thus efta-
blithed by our laws,

Crin. By all means.

GuesT. But again returning to the fubje& we fay, that if any one with
his own hand ﬂays a free-born perfon, but was incited to the deed by a cer-
tain anger, without premeditation, in other refpeéts let him fuffer the fame
punifhment as it is proper he fhould fuffer who kills a man without anger ;
but let him, from neceffity, be exiled for two years, as a punifhment for his
anger. But he who commits murder through anger, but with deliberation,
thall be punithed in other refpe&s in the fame manner as the former cha-
ra&er ; but he fhall be banifhed for three years inftead of two, that his anger,
which is greater, may be punithed for a longer time. And let this be the
univerfal eftablithment refpe@ing thefe particulars. For it is difficult to
give laws about fuch things with accuracy. For, fometimes, murder of this
kind, which is confidered by the law as of a more atrocious, will prove to
be of a milder, nature ; and fometimes that which is of a milder, will be
confidered as of a more atrocious, nature ; according as the murder is com-
mitted in a more favage or a more gentle manner. But, for the moft part,
they will happen agreeably to the above-mentioned mode. Of all thefe
particulars, thercfore, the guardians of the laws thould be infpectors. When
the time of the banithment of thefe offenders is expired, the guardians of
the laws muft fend twelve judges to the boundaries of the region, for the
purpofe of confidering, in a ftill clearcr manner, the a&ions of the exiles
during this time; and that they may dctermine in a proper manner refpet-
ing their modefty and reception, But the exiles fhall acquiefce in the judg-
ment of thefe magiftrates.  And if again, on returning from banithment,
any one of thefe, being impelled by anger, fhall commit the fame offence,
he fhall be perpetually banithed : and if he returns from his exile, he fhall be
punifhed in the fame manner as a ftranger for returning from exile. Let
him who kills bjs flave purify himfelf. But if he kills the flave of another
perfon in anger, let him pay to the mafter-of the flave double the worth of
his lofs. Ifany homicide is not obedient to the laws refpe&ing murder, but,.
while he is unpurified, defiles by his prefence the forum, gymnafia, and
other facred places,—whoever is willing may bring before a court of judg-

ment
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ment both the homicide, and the relation of the deceafed who has negletted
to avenge the dead, and compel him to pay a double fine, and fuffer in other
refpe&s a double punithment. And let the offending party confider the fine
as legal. If a flave kills his mafter in anger, the kindred of the deceafed
thall be allowed to flay the homicide in whatever manner they pleafe, and
thall be pure from murder, fo long as they do not by any means preferve the
life of the flave. But if a flave does not kill his own mafter, but fome other
free-born perfon, in anger, he fhall be given up by his mafter to the kindred of
the deceafed, who fhall, from neceflity, put him to death in whatever manner
they pleafe. If a father or mother fthall in anger flay a fon or daughter, by
blows, or any other violent manuer (a thing which will happen, though
but rarely), let them be purified after the fame manner as other homicides,
and be exiled for three years. And after they return from exile, the huf-
band fhall be divorced from thé wife, and the wife from the hufband: and
they fhall never afterwards beget children together, nor thall either of thefe
dwell together with him whofe fon or brother cither of them flew, nor
communicate with him in facred rites. But he who is impious with refpeét
to thefe things, and does not obey thefe laws, fhall be obnoxious to the
charge of impiety by any one that is willing. If a man flays his wife, or a
wife her hufband, in anger, they fhall be purified in a fimilar manner with
other homicides, and fhall be exiled for three years. But, on returning from
exile, let not either of them be permitted to join with their children in
facred rites, nor ever eat at the fame table with them. And, if either the
father or the child is difobedient to this law, let them be obnoxious to the
charge of impiety by any one that is willing. If a brother flays either a
brother or a fifter, or fifter a brother or a fifter, in anger, let them be pu-
rified and exiled in the fame manner as parents that flay their children ; and,
on their return from exile, let them not eat at the fame table, or join in
facred rites, with thofe whom they have deprived of brothers, or fifters, or
fons. And if any one is difobedient to this law, he fhall with juftice be
obnoxious to the charge of impiety. If any one, through incontinent anger,
is {o enraged with his parents as to dare to flay one of them in his infane
fury,—if the dying parent, before he expires, fhall voluntarily abfolve his
murderer from the deed, then, being purified in the fame manner as thofe who
commit murder voluntarily, and performm«Jr fuch other things as they per-

form,
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form, let him be confidered as pure. But if the dying parent does not ab-
folve him, let him be obnoxious to many laws. For he muft be fubjeét to
the extreme punithments of whipping, and, in a fimilar mauner, of impiety
and facrilege, becaufe he has expelled the foul of his begetter. So that, if it
were poffible that a man could die frequently, it would be moft juft that a
parricide or matricide fhould fuffer many deaths. For, how is it poffible that
he who is not permitted by any law to deftroy his parents, who led forth
his nature into light, even though he fhould find that he was going to be {lain
by them, but is enjoined by the legiflator to endure all things rather than
perpetrate a deed of this kind,—how is it poffible, I fay, that fuch a one can
in any other way be properly punithed? Let death, therefore, be ordained
as the punifhment of him who in anger flays either his father or mother.
But if a brother flays a brother'in his own defence, being attacked by him,:
through fedition taking place between them, or any other fuch means, let
him be pure in the fame manner as one who flays an enemy. And if a
citizen flays a citizen, or a ftranger a ftranger, in his own defence, let him be
fimilarly pure ; as, likewife, if, in defending himfelf, a citizen flays a ftranger,
or a ftranger a citizen, or a flave a flave. But if a flave, in his own de-
fence, flays a free-born perfon, let him be obnoxious to the fame laws as
him who flays his father. Let the fame thing alfo be underftood refpecting
the abfolution from murder in all thefe cafes as was faid concerning the ab-
folution from parricide. If any dying perfon, therefore, among thefe, pre-
vious to his death, willingly abfolves his murderer from voluntary murder,
purifications fhall be adminiftered to the homicide, and he fhall be exiled for
a year. And thus we appear to have fpoken fufficiently refpeéting murders
committed by violence, involuntarily, and in anger. Let us now {peak
concerning fuch as are voluntary, and perpetrated with every kind of in-
juftice, and from ftratagems, through the tyrauny of pleafures, defires, and
envy.

CriN. You fpeak properly.

GuesT. Again, therefore, in the firft place, let us fpeak to the utmoft of
our power concerning the caufes of thefe. The greateft caufe, then, is de-
fire, which has dominion in a foul rendered favage by venereal incentives.
It is this which abundantly, and in the moft vehement manner, inflames the
sminds of the multitude, and which, through a depraved nature and want of

difcipline,
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difcipline, generates ten thoufand loves of infinite riches. But we fay that
the want of difcipline is the caufe why both among the Greeks and Barbarians
riches are praifed in a vicious manner, For they place thefe in the firft,
though they belong to the third, rank of things good ; and, through this opi-
nion, deftroy both themfelves and pofterity. For, to {peak the truth to all
cities refpecting riches, is the moft beautiful and the beft of all things. But
the truth is, that riches fubfift for the fake of the body, and the body
fubfifts for the fake of the foul. Since, therefore, thofe things are good
for the fake of which ‘riches naturally fubfift, they will rank in the third
place after the virtue of the body and foul.. This reafon, therefore, will in-
form us as a teacher, that he who defires to be happy ought not to feek
after wealth indifcriminately, but in a juft and temperate manner. For
thus murders would not be committed in cities, which require to be purified
by murders. But now, as I faid in the beginning of this difcuffion, this is
one and the greateft caufe of the greateft punithments of voluntary murder.
. The fecond is the habit of an ambitious foul, which generates envy; and
this is bitter to thofe that dwell together, and efpecially to him by whom it
is poffefled, and afterwards to the beft perfons in the city. But cowardly and
uhjuft fears rank in the third place, which produce many murders, when
fuch things have been tranfacted by any one, or are at prefent tranfaéted, as
no one withes to be confcious have taken place, or do take place. On this
account they take away by death thofe that might give information of fuch
tranfactions, when they cannot prevent them from making a difcovery by
any other means.  And thus much for a preface to all thefe particulars. To'
which may be added, what many who are ftudious refpecting the myfteries
have heard about things of this kind, of the truth of which they are vehe-
mently perfuaded,—I mean, that fuch a&ions are punithed in Hades, and that
the perpetrators of them, again returning hither, neceffarily fuffer punifh-
‘ment according to nature, and end their days by fuffering the very fame
kind of death which they caufed another to fuffer. For him, therefore,
who from this preface is perfuaded, and is in every refpeét afraid of fuch a
punithment, there is no occafion to eftablith a law refpeéting voluntary mur-
der: but for him who will not be perfuaded by it let the following law be
ordained. He who defignedly and unjuftly flays with his own hand his

fellow-citizen, fhall, in the firft place, be expelled from -temples, from the
forum,
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forum, from ports, and from every general affembly, that he may not defile
any of thefe by his prefence; and this, whether any one forbids him from
thefe places or not. For the law forbids him, and forbids him as a perpetual
injunétion to the whole city. But the male or female relative, as far as to
a coufin, of the deceafed, who does not profecute fuch a one in a proper
manner, nor expel him from thefe places, thall firft of all receive in him-
{elf the defilement, together with the hatred of the Gods, agrceably to the
imprecation of the law. And, in the fecond place, he fhall be obnoxious to
any one who is willing to revenge the dead. He who is willing to do this,
having performed every thing refpe&ting wathings, and fuch other - parti-
culars as Divinity has caufed to be legal in cafes of this kind, and uttered
fuch things as muft be previoufly announced, let him proceed, and compel
the homicide to fuffer the punithment of his deed according to law. But
that thefe things ought to take place through certain prayers and facrifices to
certain Gods, who attend to fuch particulars, and are careful that murder
may not be perpetrated in cities, will eafily be apparent to the legiflator.
However, who thefe Gods are, and in what manner thefe judgments may
be introduced, fo as to take place with the utmoft rectitude with reipect to
a divine nature, the guardians of the laws, together with the interpreters
and diviners, muft promulgate. But let the judges of thefe particulars be
thofe to whom we have given the power of punifthing facrilege. Let inm
too who is condemned, be punifhed with death; and let him not be buricd
in the country of the murdered perfon, on account of his having acted in an
impudent, as well as an impious manner. If he makes his efcape, being
unwilling to ftand his trial, let him be perpetually exiled. And if he is
ever detefted in any part of the country in which he has committed the
murder, he who firft meets with him, whether he was the murderer of one
of his kindred, or fellow-citizens, fhall flay him with impunity; or fhall
deliver him bound to thofc magiftrates that prefide as judges over thefe
affairs, that he may by them be put to death.  But if any one fhould ftand
forth in his defence, he fhall be bound for his appearance, and fhall procure
three bondsmen, whom the judges fhall think fufficient, for the purpofe. If
lie is either unwilling or incapable of doing this, he fhall be bound by the
magiftrates, and properly fecured, that he may be punifhed for his interfe-
rence. If any onc flays another, not with his own hand, but by confulta-
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tion and ftratagem, and yet, though he is the caufe of the murder, and not
purified in his foul, fhall refide in the city where the deed was committed,
fuch a oue, being coudemned, fhall be fimilarly punithed, except that he
fhall not be permitted to procure bondsmen, but fhall be allowed his proper
fepulchre.  Let other things refpe@ing him take place in the fame manner
as above. Let the famc particulars too be eftablithed refpe@ing firangers
towards ftrangers, citizens and ftrangers towards each other, and flaves to-
wards flaves, in murder committted with the homicide’s own hand ; and in
that which is committed by confultation and firatagem, excepting that thefe
latter homicides fhall be obliged to give bondsmen, in the fume manner as
thofe that murder with their own hands. If a flave voluntarily murders a
free-born perfon, whether with his own hand, or through confultation, and
is condemned, the public executioner fhall lead him to tlie tomb of the mur-
dered perfon, or to a place where he may fce the tomb. Here he fhall be
whipt as long as the perfon that apprehended him pleafes, and if he furvives the
whipping, he fhall be put to death. But if any one kills a flave who has
not in any refpe& aced unjuftly, through fear left he fhould difclofe his bafe
and vicious a&ions, or through fome fimilar caufe, he fhall be punithed in
the fame manner as if he had flain a citizen. However, if cafes thould
happen for which it is very difficult to eftablith laws, at the fame time that
it is impoffible not to deliver laws refpeCting them, fuch as the voluntary,
and, in every refpe, unjuft, murdering of kindred, whether the hotnicide
accomplithes this with his own hand, or by confultation and ftratagem,
(murders which frequently take place in cities badly inhabited and governed,
and fometimes in a region where no one would expeét to find them)—in fuch
cafes as thefe, it will be proper that what was lately mentioned by us fhould
be repeated.  For, perhaps, fome one, on hearing thefe things, may be in-
duced more willingly to abflain from the moft impious of all murders.  For
a fable, or a difcourfe, or by whatever other name it may be proper to call
it, is clearly delivered by anticnt pricfts, that Juftice, the avenger and in-
fpeCtor of the murdering of kindred, ufes the law of which we have juft now
fpoken. Hence, they fay, the has ordained that he who commits any fuch
ation fhall ncceffarily fuffer the fame things as he has committed. So that,
if any one has ever murdered his father, he fhall himfelf, in certain periods

of time, be violently putto death by his children, And, if any one has mur-
6 dered
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dered his mother, he fhall, in fuccezding times, pattake from necefiiey of «
feminine nature, and be deprived of life by his ofispring.  For they add
that, when common blood is defiled, there is not any other purification, nor
can the ftain be wathed away by other means, than by the guilty foul {uffer-
ing murder for murder, and in a fimilar manner, and laying afleep the anger
of all the kindred of the murdered perfon. It is proper, therefore, that men
thould be reftrained from crimes of this kind, through the fear of thofe pu-
nithments which are inflicted by the Gods,  But if fuch a miferable calamity
thould happen to any, as that they thould defignedly and voluntarily dare
to deprive father or mother, brothers or children, of life, let the following
law refped@ing things of this kind be eftablithed by the mortal legiflator. By
a public declaration they fhall be expclled from all facred places, and fhall
ke obliged to give bondsmen, in the fame manner as was mentioned above,
And when any one is condemned for murder of this kind, he fhall be put to
death both by the fervants of the judges and the magiftrates, and fhall be
driven naked out of the city to an appointed place, where three roads meet.
Then all the magiftrates, for the fake of the whole city, carrying each of
them a ftone, fhall hurl it at the head of the dead body, and thus expiate
the whole city.  After this, carrying the dead body to the boundaries of the
region, and hurling it thence, they fhall leave it unburied, according to law.—
But what ought he to fuffer who flavs his ncareft, and, as it is faid, moft
fricndly, relative? T mcan the man who kills himtelf, and by vielence de-
prives himfelf of the allotmeunt of fate ; being neither compelled to do this by
the judgment of the city, nor bva gricvoué and inevitable chance of fortune,
nor by any cxtreme thame or poverty 5 but, through indolence and efleminate
timidity, unjuftly punithes himfelf. What purificutions, and what mode of
interment, ought to be lezally cftablithed refpeing fuch a one, Divinity
knows: but the nearclt relatives of the deceafed muit inquire what thele
are from the interpreters of the Gods, and the laws about thefe.  As to
their fepulture, Ict them be buried in folitary places, where no one elfe is
buried, and in thofe parts of the region which are the boundaries of the
twelve divifions, and which are detolate and without a name.  Let themn,
likewife, be buried in an ignoble manner, neither making their tombs con-
fpicucus by the ercfion of pillars, or the infeription of their names. 1Ifa
beaft of burthen, or any other animal, thall kill a man, unlefs this happens in
M 2 fome
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fome public conteft, the relations of the perfon fo killed fhall avenge his
death : and the prefelts of the land fhall do whatever the relation or rela-
tions of the deceafed command. But the punifthment fhall confift in driving
the animal beyond the boundaries of the region, and there flaying him. If
any inanimate thing deprives a man of life, except thunder, or any other fuch-
like dart fent from Divinity, by either falling on the man, or the man falling
on it, he who is neareft of kin to the deceafed fhall appoint his neighbour to be
a judge in this cafe, and fhall make an expiation both for himfelf and the
whole of his kindred. But the thing condemned fhall be exterminated the
region, in the fame manner as animals that are homicides. If any one is
found dead, and 1t is not manifeft by whom he was flain, but cannot be dif-
covered after the moft diligent fearch, proclamations muit be employed as
in other murders, and the crier muft proclaim in the forum, that whoever
has flain this or that perfon, as being guilty of murder, muft -not approach
any facred places, nor refide in any part of the region where the deed was
committed : for, if he is detefted within the boundarics of the faid region,
he fhall be put to death, and, being hurled beyoud them, left unburied. T.et
this one law, thercfore, be eftablithed as the principal oue refpeéting murder.
And thus much may fuffice about things of this kind. ILet the following,
then, be the particular cafes in which he who commits murder will be pure,
Ifany one detects a thief entering his houfe by night, for the purpofe of
robbing it, and flays him, let fuch an one be pure. In like manner, let him
be pure who flays a highwayman in his own defence.  And if any one ufes
force refpeting venereal concerns towards a free-born woman or boy, let
him be put to death with impunity, either by the injured party, or by the
father, brothers, or fons of the perfon fo injured. I.ikewife, if a man mcets
with any onc offcring violence to his wife, and kills him, let him be pure,
according to law. And if any one, in aflifting his father, or mother, or
children, or brothers, or wife, in doing that which is by no means unholy,
thould flay fome one, let him be in every refpet pure.  And thus far we
have given laws concerning that cducation and difcipline of the living foul,
which if itis fortunately endued with, it may be fuffered to live, but of
which if it is unfortunately deprived, it muft be put to death: and we have
likewife ordained fuch punifhments as murders deferve.  We have fpoken
too refpefting the nutrition aud difcipline of bodics.
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It now remains that we fhould define, to the utmoft of our power, what
violent, voluntary, and involuntary altions are, and how many they are in
number, and what are the punithments accommodated to each.  For thefe, as
it appears, will be properly difcufled after thofe. Buteven the vileft legifla-
tor will place the confideration of wounds, and mutilations from wounds,
after murder. 'Wounds, thercfore, are to be divided in the fame manner as
murders. For fome of them are inflited mvoluntarily; others through anger ;
fome through fear ; and fome voluntarily and from defign. Refpe&ing all
thefe, the following obfervations muft be premifed. It is neceffary that laws
fhould be eftablithed for men, and that they thould live according to law, or
they would in no refpe& differ from the moft favage animals. But this is
owing to the nature of men, which is never found to be fufficient of itfelf -
to know what is advantageous to a human polity ; and, when it does know
this, is never always able to do and wifh that which is beft. For it is, in the
firlt place, difficult to know that not private but public advantage mu(t
ncceffarily be attended to by the political and true art; (for that which is
common binds, but that which is private dilacerates, cities,) and that it is
more advantageous, both to the public and individuals, that common concerns
thould be well eftablithed, than fuch as are private. In the fecond place,
though fome onc fhould know fufficiently from art, that thefe things natu-
rally fubfift in this manner, yet, after this, if he fhould govern the city with
an unrcftrained authority, he would be incapable of perfevering in this
dogma, and of living in the opinion that common. advantage thould be
nourithed in a city, and private follow the general good. But the mortal
nature will always impel him to prerogative and private advantage: for
this nature avoids pain, and purfues pleafure, in an irrational manner ; prefers.
both thefe to that which is more juft and excellent ; and, producing darknefs
in itfelf, fills at length both itfelf and the whole city with evils of every
kind. Indeed, if any man, through a divine deftiny, fhould be naturally
fufficient to comprehend what is the public good, he would require no laws
for the government of himielf; for neither any law, nor any order, .is better
than fcience 3 nor is it lawful that intelle@ fhould be fubfervient and a {lave
to any thing, but that it thould be the ruler of all things, if it s thus true,.
and really free by naturc.  But now, with refpe@ to fuch an intelleét as this,
it cannot be faid, that it is not by any mcans any where to be found, but it

thould
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thould be faid that it i3 but rarely feen. That which ranks, therefore,
in the fecond place, muit be chofen, viz. order and law; of which many
things are indeed perccived, but it is impofiible to view all that pertains t:)
them. And thus much we have faid for the fake of thefe things.—Now, let
us ordain what he who wounds or injures another ought to fuffer or pay.
For it is eafy for every one to comprchend properly, whether any one is
wounded or not,who it is that is wounded,in what part,and after what manner.
For therc are an innumerable multitude of particulars of this kind, and which
very much ditter from each other. It is, therefore, alike impoffible, to refer all,
or no one of thefe, to courts of juftice. For this one thing, in all thefe, muft
neceflarily be referred to the decifion of juftice. I mean, whether each of
thefe was done, or not. That nothing, indced, thould be determined by courts
of juftice refpecting the fine for injurics of this kind, but that all things, both
1mall and great, thould be detertnined by law, is nearly impoffible.

Crin. What then thall we fay after this?

GuesT. That fome things fhould be refeired to courts of juftice, but that
others thould be determined by the legiflator him{elt.

Crin. What are the particulars then which the legiflator muft decide,

nd what thofe which muft be decided by courts of juftice ?

Guest. With the greateft propricty, after thefe things, the following
affertions may be madc: That, in a city in which the courts of juftice are
depraved and dumb, the opinions of the judges concealed, and fentence
privately pafled 5 and in which fomething ftill more dire than this takes place,
when each of the judges decides, not in filence, but in the midit of tumult,
as in a theatre, the rhetoricians praifing and blaming with loud exclama-
tions ;—then a heavy calamity befalls the whole citv.  If, therefore, from a
certain necellity, any one fhould be compelled to give laws to fuch courts of
juftice, it would not be a fortunate circumftance; but, at'the fame time, he
who is forced to give them, fhould commit only the fmalleft fines to the
judges, but thould clearly ordain the greateft part of them himielf.  But, in
a city, in which courts of juftice are eftablithed with as great propricty as
pofiible, and the judges are well educated, aud examined with the greateft
accuracy ; in fuch a city, it will be proper and becoming to refer many things
to the decifion of fuch judges, refpeéting the punithment of fuch as are con-
demned. No one, therefore, fhould be indignant with us, that we do not

now
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now promulgate to thefe, fuch things as are the greateft and moft numcrous,
which judges that are cducated in the vileft manner may be able to perceive ;
and who likewife may be capable of punifhing every offence in a proper
manner. But, as we arc of opinion that thofe for whom we promulgate
laws, will not be in the fmalleft degree inelegant judges of thefe things, we
fl.all commit moft things to their decifion. However, as we have often
faid, in the former part of this difcuffion, that a defcription and formule of
punifhments ought to be given as examples to judges, which are never to be
tranfgrefled, and this we ourfclves have accomplithed,—this was then both
rightly afferted and performed, and muft be obferved at prefent, as we are
again returning to the Jaws. Let the written law, therefore, be efta-
blithed refpe@ing wounds. If any oue, thinking in conjunétion with his
will to flay his friend, (if his friend is one of thofe whom the law forbids
him to injure) wounds, but is not able to kill him, fuch an one, as ncither
deferving pity nor regard, we fhall compel to fuffer the punithment of
murder, no otherwife than if he had a&ually fluin his friend : except we
fhould reverence his fortune, if it fhould not be entirelv bad, and alfo the
demon who, commiferating both him and the wounded perfen, may become
an averter of evil to both, and may caufe the wound of the one not to be
incurable, and the fortune and calamity of the other to be devoted to the
Iuries. Giving thanks, therefore, to this demon, and not oppofing him,,
we fhall take away the punithment of death from him that inflited the
wound, but order him to be exiled for life in a ncighbouring ¢ity, and there
enjoy the fruits of all his pefleflions.  If the wounded perfon, however, has
fuffered any lofs, he thall make him a proper reftitution, and {uch an one as
the court of juftice fhall determine. Bur thofe judges that decide in cafes
of murder fhall decide in this cafe. If a child defignedly wounds his parent,
or a flave his mafter, the puuithmeus fhall be death. Aund if a brother
defignedly wounds a brother or fifter, or a filter a fifter or brother, the
punithment thall in like manner be death. But if a woman wounds her
hufband with an intention of flaying him, or a hufhand his wife with the
fame defign, let each be perpetually banithed.  And, with refpeét to their
property, if their {Cas or daughiters are at that time but children, let perfons
Le appointed to manage thetr affairs, and take care of the orphan children.
But if their fons or daughters are adults, let them not be compelled to pro-

vide
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vide for their exiled parent, but let them be permitted to take poffeffion of
his or her property. If any one who has no children happens to fall into
calamities of this kind, let his kindred, as far as to coufins, both of the male
and female fide, affemble, and, confulting together with the guardians of the
laws and priefls, in the houfe of the exiled perfon, let one family out of the
five thoufand and forty houfes of the city be appointed as his heir: at the
fame time confidering that no houfe out of this number is fo much the pro-
perty of its inhabitant, and his kindred, as of the city at large. It is requifite,
indeed, that the city fhould poffefs its own houfes, to the utmoft of its
power, in the moft holy and profperous manner. When any houfe, there-
fore, is at the fame time both unfortunate and impious, in confequence of its
poffeflor leaving no children behind him, and of having been condemned for
voluntary murder, or any other crime towards the Gods, or his fellow
citizens, the punithment of which according to law is evidently death, or
perpetual exile ;—when this is the cafe, in the firft place, let the houfe be
purified and expiated according to law’ and, in the next place, let the kindred,
as we juft now faid, affembling togcther with the guardians of the laws,
confider what family in the city is moft renowned for virtue, and at the fame
time fortunate, and confifting of a numerous progeny. Ict one of the chil-
dren belonging to this family be adopted by the father of the deceafed, and by
his grandfather and great grandfather, befeeching, at the fame time, Civinity
that he may be a parent, maitcr, anud minifter of holy and facred rites, with
better fortune than his predeceflor.  Eavins rrayed after this manner, let
him be appointed beir uccording tu law. But let the guilty perfon be
{uffered to lic without a name, without children, and without any lot, in
confequence of being opprefled by fuch calamities as thefe. Boundary,
however, as it appears, 13 not in all things mingled with boundary. But
where there is a common confine, this, being previoully hurled in the middle
of both boundaries, fubfifts between both. And we have faid that crimes
committed through anger are of this kind, fubfifting between voluntary and
involuntary crimes. 1f then any one is condemned for wounding another
through anger, if the wound fhall prove to be curable, he thall pay the double
of the lofs fuftained ; but if incurable, he thall make a tour-fold reftitation.
If the wound fhall prove to be curable, but at the fame time becomes the
cavfe of great thame and difgrace to the wounded perfon, he thall likewife

pay
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pay a fourfold fine. But if any one, in wounding another, not only injures
the wounded perfon, but the city, by rendering him incapable of affifting
his country againft the enemy, he fhall be fimilarly fined, and, befides this,
make reftitution to the city for its lofs. Befides, too, his own military
duties, he fhall perform thofe of the wounded perfon ; or, in cafe of non-
compliance, he fhall be accufed according to law, by any one that is willing,
for negle& of military duty. Ilc fhall likewife make a double, triple, or
quadruple reftitution, according to the decifion of the judges. If one négr
relation in a fimilar manner wounds another, the parents and kindred, as
far as to the male and female coufins affembling together, fhall decide the
cafe among themfelves, and fhall deliver the offender to his parents to be
punithed according to nature. But if the punifhment fhould be doubtful,
it thall be dctermined by the kindred on the male fide. And if they are
incapable of deciding the cafe, they fhall betake themfelves at laft to the
guardians of the laws. When children inflict any fuch wounds on their
parents, the judges fhall be thofe that have pafled beyond their fixticth year,
and whofe children are truly their own, and not fuch as are adopted. He
that in this cafe is condemned fhall be put to death, or fuffer fome greater
punithment, or one that is not much lefs ; but no one of his kindred thall
be permitted to judge him, though he fhould be of the age prefcribed by
law. But if a flave wounds any free-born perfon in anger, his mafter fhall
deliver him to the wounded perfon, that he may punith him in whatever
manner he pleafes: but if his mafter does not deliver him, he himfelf fhall
make a compenfation for the injury. Tf any one has a fufpicion that the
flave and wounded perfon aéted from mutual compa&@, he fhall acquaint the
judges with his fufpicion; and if he does not prove that his fufpicion
was true, he thall be fined triple of the damage fuftained; but if he does
prove it, let him be obnoxious to flavery, who has aéted thus artfully with a
flave. But let him who involuntarily wounds another, pay a fimple fine.
For no legiflator is fufficient to govern fortune. Let the judges alfo be fuch
as were appointed for children when guilty of wounding their parents, and
let thefe determine the proper punithment. All the above-mentioned
paffions, indeed, are violent; and every kind of ftriking likewife is violent.
itis neceflary, therefore, that every man and every woman thould always think
about things of this kind, that an elderly perfon is to be honoured in no
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fmall degree beyond a younger perfon; that they are fo by the Gods;
and muft be fo by men who defign to be faved and be happy. To fee,
therefore, an elderly ftruck by a young man in a city, is fhameful, and
odious to Divinity. But it feems fit that every young man, when ftruck by
an old man, thould patiently endure it, through a reverence of his age.
Let it, therefore, be thus: Every one fhall reverence both in word and
deed a perfon older than himfelf; and in fuch a manner, that whoever is
more than twenty years of age, whether male or female, may be reverenced
as a father or mother; and fo that every young perfon may abftain from
offering violence to any who are capable of begetting or bringing forth
children, through regard to the Gods that prefide over births, In a fimilar
manner, let no violence be offered to a ftranger, whether he has refided for
fome time in the city, or has but recently taken up his abode in it. For,
whether he excites contention, o¥ refifts an injury, let no one dare to chaftize
him with blows. But if a ftranger fhould dare wantonly to ftrike a citizen,
let him who thinks he ought to be punifhed bring him before the prefeéts
of the city, but not firike him himfelf, that, by thus refraining from a ftranger,
he may be far from daring to ftrike a fellow-citizen. The praefeéls of the
¢ity, reverencing the hofpitable God, thall examine the affair ; and if it fhall
appear that the ftranger has acted unjuftly, the citizen fhall give him as
many lathes with a whip, as the blows which he received from him, that he
may prevent him from daring to do the like in future. But if it fhall appear
that the ftranger has not a¢ted unjuftly, after threatening and difgracing the
perfon that brought him before the prafets of the city, let both be difmiffed.
If one perfon ftrikes another of the fame age with himfelf, or who is a little
older, but without children, or if an old man ftrikes an old man, or one
youth another, the injured parties may defend themfelves according to nature,
without weapons, with their naked hands. But if any one who is more than
forty years of age fhall dare to ftrike another, cither while the perfon he
ftrikes is attacking another, or defending himfelf, let him be called ruftic,
illiberal, and fervile ; and he may be confidered as fufficiently punithed by
this reproach. And if any one is obedient to thefe admonitions, he will be
of a tra&table difpofition: but let him who cannot be perfuaded by them,
and who defpifes this excrdium, receive with alacrity the following law :

If any one ftrikes another who is older than himfelf by twenty years or
more,—
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more,—in the firft place, let him who happens to be prefent at the time, if he
is neither of an equal age, nor younger, prevent any further viclence ; or, if
he does not prevent it, let him be confidered as unworthy according to law.
But if he is of the fame age with, or younger than, the perfon ftruck, let
him defend him as if he was his brother or father, or as if he was his
fuperior. And, befides this, let hin be obnoxious to judicial punithment,
who, as we have faid, dares to ftrike a perfon older than himfelf: and if he is
condemned, let him be punithed with bonds, for not lefs than a year; or for
a longer time, if it fhall feem proper to the judges by whom he is con-
demned, If a ftranger or an inhabitant fhall ftrike one who is twenty years
older than himfelf, let the fame law have the fame power, with refpe& to
thofe that are prefent giving him affiftance. And let him who in this cafe
thall be condemned, if he is a ftranger, and not an inhabitant of the city, be
punithed with bonds for the fpace of two years. But if he is an inhabitant
of the city, and is not obedient to the laws, let him be punithed with bonds
for three years, if the court of juftice does not determine that he fhall be
punifhed for a longer time. Let whoever happens to be prefent on this
occafion, and does not give afliftance according to law, be fined. And if he
poffefles one of the firft and largeft eftates, let him be fined a mina; but if
his eftate is of the fecond rank, fifty drachms; if of the third, thirty ; and
if of the fourth, twenty. Let the court of juftice too refpeting all fuch
particulars confift of the generals of the army, the prafets of the military
orders, the governors of tribes, and the mafters of the horfe. But with
refpedt to laws, as it appears, fome are inftituted for the fake of worthy men,
that they may be inftru&ted by them, how they may affociate with each
other in a benevolent manuner; but others for the fake of thofe who, avoid-
ing difcipline, and being of an intra&table nature, are difpofed to ruth into
every kind of vice. Itis for thefe that what follows is afferted, and that
the lcgiflator neceffarily eftablifhes laws ; at the fame time withing, that
there may never be any occafion to ufe them. Whoever, therefore, dares
to ftrike his father or mother, or the progenitors of thefe, neither dreading
the anger of the Gods above, nor the punithments which are faid to be
inflicted under the earth, but, as onc who thinks he knows that of which he
is perfe@ly ignorant, defpifes affertions which are both antient and affented
to by all men, and in confequence of this ads unlawfully,—fuch a one

2N 2 requires
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requires the moft extreme remedy. Death, therefore, is not the laft remedy,
but the punithments which are inflited in Hades are rather ultimate reme-
. dies ; and which, though they are moft truly faid to exift, yet are incapable
of averting fouls of this kind from evil. For, if they were capable, there
never would be found any who would impioufly dare to ftrike their parents.
It is requifite, therefore, that the punifhments for crimes of this kind in the
prefent life, thould be as much as poffible in no refpe& inferior to thofe which
are inflited in Hades. Let the following law, therefore, be eftablifhed: If any
one who is not infane fhall dare to ftrike his father or mother, or their fathers
or mothers,—in the firlt place,let any one who is prefent (as was mentioned
before) give affiftance. And if it is an inhabitant that gives affiftance, let
him be called to take the principal feat in the games; but if he does not
give affiftance, let him be perpetually banithed from the region. If he is
not an inhabitant, but gives affiftance, let him be pi’aifed; but if he does
not give affiftance, let him be blamed. If a flave gives affiftance, let him be
made free; but if he does not affift, let him receive a hundred lathes with
a whip. And if this happens in the forum, let the punithment be infliGted
by the prefefts of the market; but if in any other part of the city, by the
xdiless In like manner, if it fhould happen beyond the city, let him be
punithed by the governors of the hufbandmen. If any citizen is prefent
when a parent is ftruck by his child, whether fuch citizen is a boy, a man,
or a woman, let him give affiftance, at the fame time exclaiming that fuch
condué is impious. But if he does not give affiftance, let him be obnoxious
to Jupiter Omognius * and Patroius *. Laftly, if any one is condemned for
ftriking his parents, let him, in the firft place, be perpetually banithed from
the city to fome other region ; and, in the next place, let him be expelled
from all facred places and ceremonies; from which if he will not abftain,
let him be punithed with blows by the magiftrates that take care of rural
affairs, and eutirely in fuch a manner as they pleafe. And if he returns
from exile, let him be punithed with death. 1f any free-born perfon thall
eat or drink with fuch a one, or have any tranfalions with him, or volun-
tarily touch him, if he fhould happen to meet with him,—fuch a one fhall
neither be fuffered to enter into any temple, or forum, nor in fhort into the

! Viz. who prefides over nations and familics. 3 Paternal.
city,
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city, till he is purified ; for he fhould think that he has had communication
with an execrable fortune. But if, being unperfuaded by the law, he ille-
gally defiles facred places, and the city,~—whatever magiftrate, perceiving
this, does not punifh fuch an one, let him be accufed as guilty of one of the
greateft crimes. Ifa flave ftrikes a free-born perfon, whether he is a ftranger
or a citizen, let any one who is prefent give affiftance, or be punithed with
the above-mentioned fine, according to the value of his eftate. Thofe who
are prefent, therefore, thall fuccour the injured perfon, and deliver to him
the offender bound. Then the injured perfon, receiving him in this con-
dition, fhall give him as many Jathes with a whip as he pleafes ; obferving,
at the fame time, not to injure his mafter, to whom he fhall afterwards
deliver him, to be poffefled according to law. But let the law be this:-
If a flave ftrikes a free-born perfon, without being ordered to do fo by the
magiftrates, his mafter, on receiving him bound from the perfon he has
injured, thall not free him from his bonds till the flave has perfuaded the
injured perfon that he deferves to be releafed from them. Let the fame laws,
be adopted for women, in their conduct towards each other, with refpe&t to
all thefe particulars; and for women towards men, and men towards
women,

THE END OF THE NINTH BOOK.
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THE following book may be juftly confidered as forming one of the moft
important parts of the works of Plato, as it demonftrates the exiftence of
divine natures, the immediate progeny of the ineffable principle of things;
and thows that they provide for all things, and govern the univerfe with
juftice. It is alfo important in another point of view, as it inconteftably
proves that Plato firmly believed in the religion of his country ; though this
has often been denied by thofe who, being ignorant of its real nature, have
had no conceptions of its unequalled fublimity. As Proclus, therefore, with
his ufual depth and fecundity of conception, has admirably elucidated Plato’s
doétrine on thefe three important fubjects, in his firft book On the Theology
of Plato, the following tranflation from that book is fubjoined for the benefit
of the reader:

L In the Laws thefe three things are afferted by Plato: That there are
Gods, that they providentially attend to all things, and that they conduét all
things according to juftice, and receive no perverfion from fubordinate na-
tures. That thefe, then, are the principal of all theological dogmas, is
obvious to every one. For, what is more principal than the hyparxis of
the Gods, or than beneficent providence, or immutable and undeviating
power? through which the Gods produce fecondary natures uniformly, and
preferve and convert them to themfelves with perfeét purity: they indeed
governing others, but being in no refpe&t paffive to things fubordinate, nor
changed together with the variety of the obje€ts of their providential energy.
We fhall learn, however, in what manner thefe things are naturally diftin-

guithed, if we endeavour firft to comprehend by a reafoning procefs the
v fcientific
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{cientific method of Plato in each of thefc fubjeéts, and, prior to the reft, by
what irreprehenfible arguments he proves that there are Gods; and, in the
next place, confider the problems which are fufpended from this.

Of all beings, then, it is neceflary that fome ‘fhould move only, that
others fhould be moved only, and that the natures which fubfift between
thefe thould both be moved and move; and this in fuch a manner, that
either they muft neceffarily be moved by others, and move others, or be
felf-motive. Thefe four hypoftafes * fucceed each other in an orderly pro-
greffion. For, prior to that which is moved only, and is paffive to other
primary caufes, is that which moves others, and is moved by others; and
beyond this is the felf-motive nature, originating from itfelf, and, in confe-
quence of moving itfelf, imparting to others alfo the reprefentation of being
moved. And after all thofe which participate of efficient or paffive motion
the immovable nature fucceeds. For every thing felf-motive, as poffefling
its perfection in a life attended with mutation and interval, is fufpended
from another more antient caufe, which always fubfifts according to the fame
things, and after the fame n.anner, and whofe life is not according to time,
but in eternity : for time is th:: image of eternity. If, therefore, all things
which are moved by themfelves 1re moved according to time, but the cter-
nal form of motion is beyond tha; which is borne along according to time, the
felf-motive nature will be the fi-.ond in order, and not the firft among beings.
And again, that which movcs others, and is moved by others, muft necef~
farily be fufpended from a {ulf-motive nature : and not this only, but like-
wife every alter-motive compofition or conftitution ef things, as the Athenian
gucft demonftrates, For, fays he, if every thing which is moved thoul
ftop?, therc will not be that which is firft moved, unlefs the felf-motive
natures have a fubfiftence in beings. For the immovable is by no means
naturally adapted to be moved, nor would it then be that which is firtk
moved. And the alter-motive nature will require another movmD power. The
felf-motive nature, therefore, alone, as beginning its energy from itfelf, will

* Hypoflafis (wrumw;) is an individual fubfiflence.
 The force of this argument for the exiftence of a felf-motive nature is very great. If all
motion were to {top, whence could it again originate? Not from thc immovable ; for it is a
mover only, and thercfore cannot be that which is firft moved. Nor could motion originate
from the alter-motive nature ; for this, as its name implies, derives its motion from another.
4 move
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move itfelf, and others alfo, in a fecondary degree. For a naturc of this
kind imparts to things alter-motive the power of bcing moved, in the fame
manner as the immovable inferts in all things the power of moving. And
again, in the third place, that which is moved only, we muft primarily fuf-
pend from the natures which are moved by another, but which move others.
For it is requifite that both other things, and the feries of natures which are
moved, and which extends fupernally as far as to the order of things laft,
thould be filled with their proper media. All bodies, therefore, belong to things
which are naturally adapted to be moved only, and to be paffive. For they
are effetive of nothing, on account of poffefling an hypoftafis endued with
interval, and participating of magnitude and bulk; fince whatever is effetive
and motive of other things naturally makes and moves in confequence of
employing an incorporeal power.

Of incorporeal natures, however, fome are divifible about bodies, and
others are exempt from fuch a diftribution about the laft of things. The
natures, therefore, which are divided about the bulks of bodies, whether
they confift in qualities, or in material forms, belong to the natures which
are moved by another, but which move others. For thefe, becaufe they
have an incorporeal allotment, participate of the power of moving; but
again, becaufe they are divided about bodies, and, in confequence of this,
aredeprived of the power of verging to themfelves, are diftributed together
with their fubjeéts, and are replete with fluggifhnefs from thefe, they re.
quire a moving power which is not borne along to foreign feats, but
poffefles an hypoftafis in itfelf. Where, then, fhall we have that which
moves itfelf? For things which are extended into bulks and intervals, or
which are divided in thefe, and confift about them infeparably, muft of
neceflity either be alone moved, or move in confequence of being moved by
others. But it is requifite, as we have before faid, that the felf-motive nature
thould be prior to thefe, which is eftablithed in itfelf, and not in others, and
which fixes its energies in itfelf, and not in things fubordinate to itfelf.
There is, therefore, fome other nature exempt from bodifis, both in the
heavens and the much-mutable elements, from which the power of being
moved is primarily imparted to bodies. If, then, it be requifite to difcover
what fuchan effence is, we fhall a& rightly in following Socrates, and con-

fidering what that nature is, which, by being prefent to things alter-motive,
imparts
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imparts to them a reprefentation of felf-motion, and to which of the above-
mentioned natures we fhould afcribe the power of being moved from them-
felves. For all inanimate things are alone alter-motive, and their paffive
properties are naturally derived from a power externally moving and im-
pelling.

If, therefore, the felf-motive is more antient than the alter-motive
effence, but foul is primarily {elf-motive, from which the image of fclf-
motion pervades to bodies, foul will be beyond bodies, and the motion of
every body will be the progeny of foul, and of its internal motion. Hence,
it is neceffary that the whole of heaven, and all the bodies it contains, pof-
fefling fuch a variety of motion, and thefe moved according to nature (for
to every body of this kind a circular mc'ion is natural *), fhould have ruling
fouls, effentially more antient than bodie:, moving in themfelves, and fuper-
nally illuminating bodies with the pow:r of being moved. With refpeét to.
thefe fouls, therefore, which orderly diftribute the whole world, and its
parts, and move and vitalize every thing corporeal, and which, of itfelf, is
deftitute of life, infpiring the caufc of motion,—with refpeé to thefe, it is
neceflary that they thould either move all things rationally, or according to
a contrary mode, which it is not lawful to affert. But if this world, and
every thing which has an orderly fubfiftence in it, and which is equably
moved and perpetually borne along according to nature, are referred to an
irrational foul, which both moves itfelf and other things, neither the order of
the periods, nor motion effentially bounded according to one reafon, nor
the pofition of bodies, nor any thing elfe which is generated according to
nature, will have a ftable caufe, and which is able to arrange every thiﬁg
according to the {ame things, and after the fame manner. For every thing
irrational is naturally adapted to be adorned by another, fince, of itfelf, it is
indefinite and inordinate. But to commit all heaven to a thing of this kind,
and a circulation which revolves according to the fame reafon, and after the
fame manner, by no means accords with the nature of things, nor with our
undifciplined conceptions. If, on the contrary, an intelletual and rational
foul governs all things, and if every thing which eternally revolves is under
the dominion of fuch a foul, and there is nothing of wholes deftitute of foul

* See the Introdution to my Tranflation of Ariftotle’s Metaphyfics.
VOL. II. 20 (for,
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(for, as Theophraftus fomewhere obferves, no body that is honourable is
deprived of this power),—if this be the cafe, whether has it this intelleGtual *,
perfet, and beneficent nature, according to participation, or according to
effence? For, if according to effence, every foul muft neceflarily be of this
kind, if each, according to its own nature, is felf-motive. But if it is intel-
lectual according to participation, there will be another intellett in energy
more antient than foul, which will poflefs intelleétion effentially, and which
comprehends in itfelf, by its very eflence, an uniform knowledge of wholes;
fince it is alfo neceffary that the foul which is effentialized according to
reafon, thould poflefs a fubfiftence according to intelleét through participation,
and that an intelleGtual nature fhould be twofold,—one primarily in a divine
intelleé itfelf, and another fecondarily in foul, and pioceeding from this
divine intelle.

You may alfo add, if you are willing, the prefence of intellectual illu-
mination in body. For whence is the whole of this heaven cither fpheric,
or_carried in a circle, and is rolled round the fame according to one definite
order? How is it always immutably allotted the fame idea and power
according to nature, unlefs it participate of the cffeftive nature of form
according to intelle€t? For foul is the fupplier of motion ; but the caufe of
a flable condition, and which leads back the fluftuating mutation of things
which are moved, to famenefs, and to a life bounded according to one
reafon, and a circulation fubfifting after the fame manner, muft eQidently
be fuperior to foul.

Body, therefore, and the whole of this fenfible effence, belong to alter-
motive natures ; but {oul is felf-motive, binding in itfelf all corporeal motions;
and prior to this is immovable intellet. Nor muft you conceive that this
immovable nature of intelleét is fuch as that which we fay is fluggith, void
of life, and without fpirit; for it is the leading caufe of all motion, and the
fountain of all life, as well of that which is converted to itfelf, as of that
which has its hypoftafis in other natures. Fhrough thefe caufes the world
is called by Timaeus an animated intelletual animal. It is denominated an
animal from its own nature, and the life which pervades to it from foul,
and which is divided about it; but animated, from the prefence of a divine

2 Intuitive perception is the chara&erittic of intelle®, as difcurfive energy of the rational foul.

{oul
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foul in it; and intelle@ual, from the government of intelle@&. For a fuffi-
cient fupply of life, the government of foul, and the communication of
intellect, conneétedly contain the whole of heaven.

But if this intellect is intellect according to effence, fince the very being
of intelle@ confifts in intelleétion, and Timzus, demonftrating this, calls it
divine, for he fays that foul *, receiving a divine intelle&, is rightly and pru-
dently difciplined,—if this be the cafe, it is neceffary that the whole of
heaven thould be {ufpended from the deity * of this intelle@, and that motion
thould be prefent to this univerfe from foul, but perpetual permanency and
a fubfiftence after the fame manner from iutelleét, and one union, concord
in itfelf, {ympathy and an all-perfe&t meafure, from a unity through which
intelle& is uniform, foul is one, and every being is a whole and perfe&,
according to its nature. It is alfo neceflary that every thing fecondary,
together with the perfettion in its own proper nature, fhould alfo partici-
pate from an order eftablithed above it of another more excellent idiom.
For that which is corporeal, being alter-motive, derives the appearance of
felf-motive power from foul, and is through it an animal. But foul, being
felf-motive, participates of life according to intelle@, and, energizing tem-
porally, poffefles unceafing energy and ever-vigilant life from its vicinity to
intellect. And intelle&, poflefling its life in eternity, and in an effence ever
in energy, and fixing all its intelligence colleétively in itfelf, is perfetly
divine, through a caufe prior to itfelf, or, in other words, from the unity
which it participates. For, as Plotinus fays, it has twofold energies, fome
as intellect, and others as being inebriated with ne€tar 3 : and, in another
place, that this intellet is a God, through that prior to itfelf which is not
intelleét.  Juft as foul, by that fummit of itfelf which is above foul, is intel-
let; and body, through a power prior to body, is foul.

All things, therefore, as we have faid, are fufpended from unity through
intelle@ and foul as media. And intelle& is, indeed, uniform, or has the
form of unity; but foul is mentiform, or has the form of intelle&t ; and
the body of the world is vital. Every thing, in fhort, is fufpended from
that which is prior to itfelf. And, with refpe& to the things pofterior to

* i.e. the foul of the world. 2 Sce the Introdution to the Parmenides.
3 That is, as energizing fuper-intelleCtually through its unity, which is the bloffom of its
effence, and which abides in unproceeding union in the ineffable caufe of all,
20 2 thote
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thofe above mentioned, one enjoys a divine nature more nearly, and another
more remotely, And deity, indeed, is prior to an intelle@ual effence, in
which, as in a vehicle, it firft rides; but intelle@ is moft divine, as being
deified prior to other things. Soul is divine, fo faras it requires an intel-
le&tual medium ; and the body which participates of fuch a foul, fo far as it
participates, is, indeed, divine (for the illumination of divine light fupernally
pervades as far as to the laft dependance), but, fimply confidered, is not
divine. But foul, by looking to intellet, and living from itfelf, is primarily
divine.

The fame reafoning, al{o, muft be adopted with refpe& to each of the whole
fpheres, and the bodies which they contain. For all thefe imitate the whole
of heaven, fince they have a perpetual allotment, And the fublunary cle-
ments are not entirely mutable according to effence, but abide, according to
their wholeneffes*, in the univerfe, and comprehend in themfelves partial
animals : for every wholenefs has, in conjunétion with itfelf, more partial
hypoftafes. As, therefore, in the heavens the number of the flars proceeds
in conjunétion with the whole fpheres, and as, in earth, a multitude of
terreftrial partial animals fubfifts, together with its wholenefs,—in like man-
ner, I think it is neceffary, that in the wholes which are fituated betwecen
heaven and earth, every clement thould be filled with its proper numbers.
For how, in the extremes, can wholes, which fubfift prior to parts, be
arranged with their parts, unlefs there is alfo the fame analogy in the
media ?

But if each of the fpheres is an animal, is perpetually eftablifhed after the
fame manner, and gives completion to the univerfe, {o far as it has life
always primarily participating of foul, but, fo far as it preferves its own
order immutably in the world, is comprehended by intelle&, and o far as it
is one and a whole, bcing the leader of its proper parts, is illuminated by
divine union,—if this be the cafe, not only the univerfe, but each of its per-
petual parts, is animated, endued with intclle@, and as much as poflible
fimilar to the whole. For each of thefe is a univerfe, with refpe&t to its
kindred multitude. In fhort, there is one wholenefs with a corporeal form
of the univerfe, but many others under this, depending on this one; one

* Each of the elements is a wholenefs from the pofleflion of one perfe@ form which remains
perpetually the fame.~See the Introdution to the Timzus.

foul
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foul of the world, and after this others orderly diftributing, in conjun&ion
with it, its whole parts with inviolable purity ; one intelle®, and an intel-
leftual number under this participated by thefe fouls; and oue God who
connettedly contains all mundane and fupermundane natures, and a multi-
tude of other Gods who diftribute intellectual effences, the fouls fufpended
from thefe, and all the parts of the world. For, it is impoffible that every
progeny of nature fhould be generative of things fimilar to itfelf, but that
wholes, and the firft things in the univerfe, thould not in a much greater
degree extend in themfelves the exemplar of fuch like propagation. For the
fimilar is more allied to, and more naturally accords with, the fimilar, from
the reafon of caufe, than with the diffimilar ; and, in like manner, the fame
than the different, and bound than the infinite. And thus much concerning
the firft particular, or the exiftence of the Gods.

II. Let us now dire& our attention to the fecond thing demontftrated in
the following book, viz. that the Gods providentially attend both to wholes
and parts. That which is fclf-motive, then, is the principle of motion and
being to all mundane natures ; and life proceeds from foul, together with
local and other motions. A progreffion, likewife, into being is derived from
this; and, by a much greater priority, from an intelle€ual eflfence, which
binds in itfelf the life of things fclf-motive, and precedes, according to caufe,
all temporal energy. But in a ftill greater degree is this progreffion into
being derived from an hyparxis, charatterized by unity, which contains both
intelle& and foul, fills with total goods, and procecds to the laft of things.
For all the parts of the world are not able to participate of life, nor of in~
telle¢t and gnoftic power ; but all things participate of the one, as far as to
matter itfelf, wholes and parts, things according to nature and the con=
traries to thefe, and nothing is deftitute of a caufe of this kind ; nor can any
thing which participates of being be deprived of #2e one.  1f, therefore, the.
Gods, who are chara@erized by unity, produce all thjngs, and contain .all
things in their unknown comprehending powers, how is it pofiible that they
thould not alfo contain a providence, fupernally pervading as far as to the
moft partial natures? For it is every where fit that offspring fhould enjoy.
the care of their caufes. But all alter-motive are the progeny of felf-motive
natures; and things which fubfift in time, either according to the whole or
a part of the whole of time, are the cffe@s of things eternal; becaufe per-

‘petual.
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petual being is the caufe of being which fometimes has a fubfiftence.
Divine and fingle genera, likewife, prefubfift as caufes of the fubfiftence of
all multiplied natures; and, in fhort, there is no multitude of effences or
powers which is not allotted its generation from tke ome. It is neceflary
therefore, that all thefe fhould partake of the providence of preceding caufes,
being vivified, indeed, by the Gods that are conneéted with fouls, and cir-
cularly moved according to temporal periods ; but participating the perma-
nent eftablithment of forms from the intelle€tual Gods *; and receiving in
themfelves the prefence of union, meafure, and the diftribution of good,
from the firft* Gods. Hence it is neceffary, either that the Gods thould
know their produlions, becaufe a providential care of their own offspring is
natural to them, and that they fhould not only give fubfiftence to fecondary
natures, and impart life, effence, and union, but alfo comprehend the pri-
mary caufe of the good in thefe} or, that, being Gods, they fhould be igno-
rant, which it is not lawful to affert, of what is proper to every thing. For
what ignorance can there be of things beautiful, with the caufes of beauty,
or of things good, with thofe who are allotted an hyparxis bounded in the
nature of the good ?

Indeed, if the Gods are ignorant of their progeny, neither do fouls govern
the univerfe according to intelle&, nor are intelle&ts carried in fouls, nor
prior to thefe do the unities of the Gods contra@ all knowledge in them-
felves, which we have granted from preceding demonftrations. But, if the
Gods know their progeny, being the fathers, leaders, and rulers, of ali things
in the world, and to thefe, being fuch, the care of the things governed, con-
fequent to, and generated by, them, pertains,—whether thall we fay that thefe,
khowing the law according to nature, are able to give completion to it, or,
that through imbecility of providence they are deprived of their pofleffions
or progeny, or whatever elfe you may think proper to call them? For, if
through imbecility they abandon the care of all things, what is the caufe of
this imbecility } For they do not move things externally, nor are other things
the caufes of eflence, while the Gods merely affume the government of
what others have produced, but as from the ftern of a fhip they direct all

* Tt is neceffary here in the original, after the word xataoractog, to add ex Tav vorpay Sewv,
2 Viz. from the intelligible Gods, who are wholly charafterized by the fupereflential. See the
Iatrodu@ion to the Parmenides.
things,
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things, imparting being, containing the meafures of life, and diftributing the
powers of energy to energizing natures. Whether alfo are they incapable
of providentially attending to all things at once, or do not leave any part
deftitute of their prefiding care? And if they are not curators of all things in
the world, whether do they provide for greater things, but negle@ leffer ?
Or do they take care indeed of leffer things, but pay no attention to fuch
as are greater ! For, if we fimilarly deprive them of a providential attention
to all things through imbecility, how, attributing to them that which is
greater, viz, the produ&ion of all things, can we avoid granting what is
naturally confequent to this, that they providentially attend to their offspring?
For it is the province of a power which makes a greater thing, to dire&
alfo a lefler. But if the Gods take care of leffer things, but negleét greater,
how can this mode of providence be right? For the more allied and the
more fimilar are naturally more adapted to the communication of geod,
which the Gods impart. And, if the firft of mundane natures are thought
worthy of providential attention and of the perfection emanating from the
Gods, but the Divinities are incapable of proceeding as far as to the laft
of things, what is that which will reftrain their being prefent to all things ?
What will interrupt their unenvying energy ? How can thofe who are
capable of effe@ing greater things, be imbecil with refpeét to dominion over
lefler? Or how will thofe who produce the effence even of the minuteft things,
through impotency not be the lords of their perfection ? For all thefe things
oppofe our natural conceptions. It remains, therefore, that the Gods muft
know what is adapted to every thing, and poflefs a power perfellive of, and
a dominion which rules over, all things. But if they know what is accord-
ing to nature, and this, to thofe that generate all things, is to take care of all
things, an abundance of power is not deprived of this providential attention.
It may alfo be inquired, whether the will of providence is in the Gods ?
or whether this alone is"wanting to their knowledge and power, and that,
on this account, things are deprived of their care ? For if, knowing what is
adapted to themfelves, and being able to fill the objeéts of their knowledge,
they are not willing to provide for their own progeny, they will be indigent
of goodnefs, will be no longer unenvious, and, by fuch an hypothefis, we fhall
fubvert the hyparxis according to which they are cffentialized. For the very
being of the Gods is conflituted in goodnefs, and in this they poflefs their
hypoftafis.
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hypoftafis. But to provide for fubject natures, is to impart to them a certain
good. By depriving the Gods therefore of providence, do we not at the
fame time deprive them of goodnefs ? And, depriving them of goodnefs, do
we not alfo ignorantly fubvert their hyparxis? By every neceflity *, there-
fore, goodnefs is confequent to the very being of the Gods. And this being
admitted, it follows that they do not depart from a providential attention to
fecondary natures, through indolence, or imbecility, or ignorance; and
again, as confequent to this, it muft be admitted, that they poffefs the moft
excellent knowledge, undefiled power, and unenvying will.

Thus providing, therefore, for all things, they appear to be 1n no refpe&
deficient in the fupply of goods.  Let no one, however, fuppofe a providence of
fuch a kind, as to extend the Gods about fecondary natures, and deprive
them of their exempt tranfcendency, or afcribe to them, who are eftablithed
far remote from all mortal moleftation, a bufy energy, and laborious life.
For their bleflednefs is not willing to be defiled with the difficulty of ad-
miniftration; fince the life alfo of worthy men is attended with facility of
energy, and is free from moleftation and pain. But all labours which are
the confequence of perturbation, arife from the impediments of matter. If,
however, it be requifite to define the mode in which the providence of the
Gods energizes, we muft eftablith it to be fpontaneous, undefiled, immaterial
and ineffable. For they do not govern all things in the fame manner as
ren when they providentially attend to their own affairs, viz. by inquiring
what is fit, inveftigating the good of any particular by dubious reafonings,
dire@ing their view to externals, and following effes; but, previoufly
affuming in themfelves the meafures of wholes, producing from themfelves
the effences of things, and looking to themfelves, in a filent path, they lead,
perfe, and fill ail things with good, neither producing fimilar to nature, which
alone energizes by its very effence without free deliberation, nor like par-
tial fouls, who energize in conjun@ion with will, and are deprived of effential
operation, but they comprehend both thefe in profound union. And they
will, indeed, what they are able to effet by their very effence; but, being
able to accomplifh, and producing all things by their very effence, they con-
tain, in unenvying will, the caufe of production. What bufy energy, there-

? In the original inftead of aasay arayxm, we find xasay aprrm.
' fore,
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fore, what moleftation, what punithment of Ixion, can be faid to give com-
pletion to the providence of the Gods, unlefs to impart good in any way is
laborious to a divine nature? But that which is according to nature is not
laborious to any thing: for it is not laborious to fire to impart heat, nor to
fnow to refrigerate, nor, in fhort, to bodies to energize according to their
proper powers. Nor, prior to bodies, is it laborious to natures to nourifh,
or generate, or increafe; for thefe are the works of natures. Nor again,
prior to thefe, to fouls: for many of the energies of thefe are from free
deliberation ; and they move many things and excite many motions by their
very effence, through their prefence alone. So that, if the communication
of good is natural to the Gods, providence alfo is natural to them ; and this
we thould fay is effected by the Gods with facility, and by their very eflence
alone. But if thefe things are not natural to the Divinities, neither will
they be naturally good: for good imparts good ; juft as life gives fubfiftence
to another life, 'and intelle@ to intelle@ual illumination. And whatever is
primary in every nature generates that which has a fecondary fubfiftence.
What, however, is moft illuftrious in the Platonic theology is this, that
neither does it convert the exempt effence of the Gods to fecondary natures,
through the care of things fubordinate, nor diminifh their providential pre-
fence to all things, through their undefiled tranfcendency ; but, at the fame
time that it affigns to them that which is feparate in hypoftafis, and un-
mingled with every deterior nature, it celebrates them as extending to all
things, and as taking care of and adorning their proper progeny. For the
manner in which they pervade through all things is not corporeal, like that
of light through the air, nor divifible about bodies, as that of nature, nor
converted to things fubordinate, as that of a partial foul ; but it is feparate
from, and unconverted to, body, is immaterial, unmingled, unreftrained,
uniform, primary, and tranfcendently exempt. In fhort, fuch * a mode of
divine providence muft be underftood in the prefent cafe; fince it is evident
that there is a peculiar mode of providence according to every order of the

* Viz. This general mode of providence is applicable to all the Gods; buta peculiar mode is
alfo united with it.  For the providence of faperior Gods is more univerfal, but that of the infe-
rior Deities more particular. In fhort, the providence of the Gods is varied according to the
fubjedts, times, and places of its energy ; not that the diverfity of the latter produces, but, on the
contrary, proceeds from, the variety of the formere

VOL, 1L, 2P Gods,
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Gods., For foul is faid to provide for things fecondary in one way, and
intelle& in another ; but Deity, which is prior to intelle&, tranfcendently
provides for all that intelle& and foul provide. And of the Gods themfelves
there is one providence of the fublunary, and another of the celeftial. And
of thofe beyond the world there are many orders ; but the mode of providence
is varied in each.

IIL In the third place, let us confider how we are to underftand the im-
mutability of a divine nature, which condu&s all things according to juftice,
without departing from undeviating re&itude, both in the providence of all
other things and of human affairs. This, then, I think, muft be apparent to
every one, that every where that which governs according to nature, and
pays every attention to the felicity of the governed, muft lead and dire&
them to that which is beft. For neither will the pilot, in governing failors and
a thip, have any other principal'end than the fafety of thofe that fail in the
veflel, and of the veflel itfelf; nor will the phyfician, being the curator of
the fick, either cut the body, or adminifter medicines for the fake of any
thing elfe than the health of the fubje@s of his care ; nor can it be faid that
the general or guardian looks to any other end, than the latter the liberty of
thofe whom he preferves, and the former that of his foldiers. Nor does any
other, to whom the government and care of any thing are committed, endea-
vour to fubvert the good of his charge, over which he prefides, and, aiming at
which, he difpofes every thing pertaining to the objects of his government in
a becoming manner. If, therefore, we grant that the Gods are the go-
vernors of all things, and acknowledge that their providence is extended
to all things, goodnefs being the charaéteriftic of their nature, and that
they poflefs every virtue, how is it poffible for them to negle& the felicity of
the fubjeés of their providential energy ? Qr how can they be inferior to
other leaders in the providence of things fubordinate ? fince the Gods always
look to that which is better, and eftablith this as the end of all their govern-
ment ; but other leaders overlook the gaod of men, and embrace vice rather
than virtue, being perverted by the gifts of the depraved. In fhort, whether
you are willing to call them leaders, or governors, or guardians, er fathers,
a divine nature will not appear to be indigent of any one of fuch-like appel-
lations. For all things venerable and honourable fubfift in them primarily :

and, on this account, here alfo fome things are naturally more vencrable
and
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and honourable than others, becaufe they bear an ultimate refemblance of
the Gods. But what occafion is there to infift any further on this? For we
hear, I think, paternal, guardian, ruling, and Pzonian powers cclebrated by
thofe who are fkilled in divine concerns. How is it poffible, therefore, that
the images of the Gods, when fubfifting according to nature, and aiming
at their proper end, fhould provide for the well-being of the fubjeés of their
government, but that the Gods themfelves, with whom the whole of good, real
and true virtue, and an innoxious life, refide, thould not direét their govern-
ment to the virtue and vice of men? And how do they evince * that virtue is
vi€torious, but that vice is vanquifhed in the univerfe? Indeed, by admitting
that they attend to the worfhip of the depraved, we muft alfo admit that they
corrupt the meafures of juftice, fubvert the boundary of undeviating {cience,
and evince that the gifts of vice are more honourable than the purfuits of
virtue, Such a mode of providence, however, is neither profitable to thofe
that lead, nor to thofe that are led. For to thofe that have become vicious
there will be no liberation from guilt, becaufe offenders always endeavour
to anticipate juftice, and decline the meafures of defert. But it will be
neceflary that the Gods (which it is not lawful to affert) thould regard the
vice of the fubjeés of their providence, negleét their true fafety, and be alone
the caufes of thadowy goods. This univerfe, too, muft be filled with dif~
order and incurable perturbation, depravity abiding in it, and muft be in a
condition fimilar to that of badly-governed cities; though, is it not perfeétly
impoffible that parts fhould be governed according to nature rather than
wholes, human affairs than things divine, and images than primary caufes?

So that if rulers among men rule with re&itude, honouring fome and dif-
gracing others, and every where direting the works of vice by the meafures
of virtue,~~by a much greater neceffity muft the Geds, who are the leaders
of wholes, be immutable; for men, through a fimilitude to the Gods, are
allotted this virtue. But, if we acknowledge that men who corrupt the fafety
and well-being of thofe who are governed by them, imitate in a greater
degree the ‘providence of the Gods, we thall forget that, at the fame time, we
entirely abolifh the truth concerning the Gods, and the tranfcendency of

* Proclus here alludes to the Chaldzan Oracles, of one of which the fentence, * Virtue is
viQorious, but vice is vanquifhed in the univerfe,” is a part, as appears from his Commentary on
the Republic, p.376.

' 2P 2 virtue.
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virtue. For this I think is obvious to every one, that what is more fimilar
to the Gods is more blefled than that which is deprived of them through
diffimilitude and diverfity. So that, if here, indeed, the uncorrupted and
undeviating form of providence is honourable, in a much greater degree muft
it be honourable with the Gods. But if with them mortal gifts are more
venerable than the divine meafures of juftice,~—with men, alfo, earth-born
will be more fufficient than Olympian goods to perfe& felicity, and the
blandithments of vice than the works of virtue. Through thefe demonftra-
tions, therefore, Plato, in this book, delivers to us the hyparxis of the Gods,
their providential care extending to all things, and their immutable energy,
which things are, indeed, common to all the Gods, but have a leading dignity
and a primary f{ubfiftence according to nature in the do&rine concerning the
divinities. For this triad appears fupernally pervading from the occult
genera as far as to the moft partial progreffions, in the divine orders; fince
a uniform hyparxis, a power providential of all fecondary natures, and an
intelle& undeviating and immutable, fubfift in all the Gods, as well in thofe
prior to the world, as in thofe of a mundane chara@eriftic,

THE
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AFTER the Taws refpe@ing wounds, let the following general law be
eftablithed refpeting violence of every kind ; that no one fhall carry or
take away any thing belonging to another, or ufe his neighbour’s property,
if he has not obtained the confent of its poffeflor. For all the above-men-
tioned evils have depended, depend at prefent, and will depend on a thing
of this kind. But the greateft of the remaining evils are the intemperance
and infolence of young men. The firlt of thefe confifts in infolent and inju-
rious behaviour towards facred concerns. And the intemperance and info-
lence of young men are particularly mighty evils when they take place in
public and holy affairs, or in any common part of the tribes, or any other
communions of this kind.. But the fecond of thefe crimes, and which rank.
in the fecond place, are thofe committed towards private facred concerns
and fepulchres. Thofe of the third rank, feparate from the above-mentioned
particulars, confift in infolent behaviour towards parents, The fourth kind:
of infolence takes place when any one, defpifing the magiftrates, takes away
or ufes any thing belonging to them, contrary to their intention.. The fifth
confifts in unjuftly calling to account the political condu&@ of any citizen.
And for each of thefe a common law mutft be eftablifhed. For, with refpe@
to facrilege, we have fummarily faid in what manner it ought to be punifhed,
if it is committed with violence and fecrecy. Let us now fpeak concerning
the punithment which- thofe ought to fuffer who fpeak or aét in an infolent
manner towards the Gods, premifing firft of all the following particulars,
as an atonement. He who believes that there are Gods, conformably to the
laws, will never at any time voluntarily a& in an impious manner, or fpeak

4 illegally.
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illegally. But he who does fo will fuffer one of thefe three things: either
he will not believe that there are Gods; or he will believe that there are,

" but that they take no care of human affairs; or, in the third place, he will
believe that they are eafily appeafed by facrifices and prayers.

CLin. What then fhall we do, and what fhall we fay to them?

Guest. O good man! let us, in the firft place, hear what I prophefy they
will jocofely fay in contempt of us.

CriN. What?

Guest. They will, perhaps, in a reviling manner thus addrefs us:—
O Athenian gueft, you Lacedzemoniau, and you Cnoffian, you fpeak the
truth. For fome of us are by no means of opinfon that there are Gods;
others among us believe that they take no care of human affairs ; and others,
that they may eafily be appeafed by facrifices and prayers, agreeably to what
you faid. But we think it proper, in the fame manner as it appeared pro-
per to you refpetting laws, that before you threaten us feverely you fhould
endeavour to perfuade and teach us that there are Gods, adducing for this
purpofe fufficient arguments ; and likewife, that they are beings too excel-
lent to be allured in an unjuft manner by any gifts. For, now often hearing
thefe, and other fuch particulars, afferted by the beft of poets, rhetoricians,
prophets, priefts, and ten thoufand others, the greater part of us do not
tern from aéting unjuftly, but we endeavour by fuch condu& to obtain a
remedy for our evils. But from legiflators who confefs themfelves not to
be ruftic, but mild, we think it reafonable to expet that they fhould endea-
vour to perfuade us that there are Gods ; fo that, though they may not fpeak
better than others refpe@ing the exiftence of the Divinities, yet they may
fpeak better with refpe@ to truth. And perhaps, indeed, we may be per-
fuaded by you. If, therefore, we fpeak in a proper manner, comply with
our requett.

Crin. It appears therefore ecafy, O gueft, to thow the truth of this
affertion, that there are Gods.

Guest. How?

CriN. In the firft place, the earth and fun, all the ftars, and the feafons
fo beautifully adorned and diftinguithed by months and years, evince the truth
of this affertion. To which we may add, that all men, both Greeks and

Barbarians, believe that there are Gods.
: GuesT,
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GugsT. O bleffed man, 1am afraid for the depraved, (for I will not ever
fay that I am athamed of them,) left you fhould defpife them. For you are
ignorant with refpeét to the caufe of the difference between them and others,
and think that their fouls are impelled to an impious life through the incon-
tinence alone of pleafures and defires.

Crin. But what other caufe is there, O gueft, befides this?

GuesT. One, of which you are nearly eutirely ignorant, through living
remote from fuch chara&ers.

CriN. What is it ?

GuesT. A certain ignorance of a very grievous nature, and which appears
to be the greateft prudence.

Crin. How do you fay ?

GuEesT. Therc are certain writings among us, partly in verfe and partly
in profe, which, as I underftand, you have not, through the virtue of your
polity. 'The moft antient of thefc writings affert, refpe@ting the Gods, that
the nature of Heaven, and of the other Divinities, was firft generated ; and
at no great diftance from the beginning of thefe compofitions, the generation
of the Gods, and their difcourfes with each other, are related. It is not
eafy to cenfure thefe writings, on account of their antiquity, whether they
may be properly adapted to the hearers of them, or not. But I fhall never
praife them as ufeful, nor as in every refpeét fpeaking properly refpeting
the reverence and honour which is due to parents. Let us, therefore, difmifs
and bid farewel to the writings of the antients, and fpeak of them in fuch
a manner as is pleafing to the Gods. But let us accufe fuch affertions of
junior wife men as are the caufes of cvil. Their aflertions, then, produce
the following effe@ :~~When you and I, as arguments that there are Gods,
adduce the fun and moon, the ftars, and the earth, as Gods and Divine
natures,—others, perfuaded by thefe wife men, will fay that they are earth
and ftones, incapable of paying any attention to human affairs, though they
are celebrated as Divinities in difcourfes well calculated to procure per-
fuafion.

Crin. Such an affertion, O gueft, would be of a dangerous nature, even
if I was the only one that heard it; but now, fince it is heard by many, it
1s ftill more dangerous.

Guest. What then ought we to fay, and what ought we to do? Shall

we
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we apologize as if we were accufed by fome impious perfon for alting in a
dire manner by eftablithing laws as if there were Gods? Or fhall we bid
farewel to thefe, and again return to the difcuffion of laws, that this our
preface to the laws may not become more extended than is proper? For
our difcourfe will be far from being fhort, if we fufficiently exhibit what is
neceffary to men prone to impiety ; with to deter them from wickednefs ;
to render them indignant with what is bafe ; and afterwards to eftablith laws
in a proper manner.

Crin. But, O gueft, we have often faid in the courfe of this thort time,
that in the prefent difcuffion brevity is not to be preferred to prolixity. For
nothing (according to the faying) purfues us urging. But it would be ridi-
culous, and at the fame time bafe, to prefer that which is thorter to that
which is beft. For it will be a thing of no fmall confequence if our difcourfe
thall poffefs any perfuafive arguments that there are Gods, that they are
good, and that they honour juftice far more than men. For this will be
nearly the moft beautiful and excellent preface to all our laws. Without
any moleftation, therefore, and delay, let us, to the utmoft of our power,
omit nothing which may tend to perfuade that thefe things are fo.

Guest. What you have juft now faid appears to me to call us to prayer,
fince you excite yourfelf with alacrity to the enfuing difcourfe, and do not
admit of any further delay. But how can any one, without anger, f[heak con-
cerning the exifience of the Gods, as if it was a thing of a doubtful nature?
For it neceflarily follows that we muft be indignant with, and hate, thofe
who are the caufes to us of the prefent difcuffion. Thefe, indeed, might
be perfuaded there are Gods, from what they heard while children, and while
they were yet nourithed with milk from their nurfes and mothers, as it were
in fongs, both in {port and in carncft, in facrifices and prayers. For in thefe
they muft have feen and heard in the {weeteft manner their parents fuppli-
cating the Gods with the greateft earneftnefs for themfelves and children,
and proclaiming, by their prayers and fupplications, that there are indubi-
tably Gods. Befides this, too, they muft have heard and feen both Greeks
and Barbarians, during the rifing and fetting of the fun and moon, fuppli-
cating and adoring, as well when their affairs were profperous as when they
were adverfe; by all which they might be led to conclude that there are
Gods, without any fufpicion to the contrary. But with refpe@ to thofe

who
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who defpife every thing of this kind, though not from one fufficient argu-
ment, as cvery onc who poflefles the leaft degree of intelle will acknowledge,
and on this account compel us to {peak as we do at prefent, how fhall we be
able to corre@® them in mild language, and at the fame time, in the firft
place, teach them that there are Gods? Tet us, however, dare the attempt.
For itis not proper that, at the fume time they arc infanc through the voracity
of pleafure, we fhould be tranfported through anger with fuch chara@ers as
thefe. Laying afide all anger, therefore, let us previoufly addrefs thofe who
are thus vitiated in their diano€tic part, and mildly fpeak to one of them as
follows: O boy, you are as yet a youth; but time, as it advances, will
caufe you to change your opinions, and think in many refpefts contrary to
what you do at prefent.  Wait, therefore, till that period, that you may be
able to judge concerning things of the greateft confequence. But to poflefs
right conceptions refpecting the Gods, though to you at prefent it appears to
be a thing of no confequence, is of the greateft importance as to living well,
or the contrary. If, therefore, I announce to you what follows as one of
the things of the utmolt confequence, I thall by no means fpeak falfely. Not
you alone, nor your friends, are the firft that have entertained this opinion
refpecting the Gods, but there always have been a greater or lefs number
who have laboured under this difeafe. I will, therefore, tell you what
happens to moft of them, viz. that they do not remain in this opinion, that
there are no Gods, from youth to old age. Two opinions, indeed, refpeét-
ing the Gods remain, though not in many, yet in a few,—I mean, that there
are Gods, but, that they take no care of human affairs ; or, if they do, that
they may be eafily appeafed by facrifices and prayers, If, therefore, you
will be perfuaded by me, wait, confidering whether this is the cafe or not,
till you poflefs as clear information in this particular as can poflibly be
obtained. And in order to this, interrogate others, and particularly the
legiflator.  But at the prefent time do not dare to aét in any refpeét impious
towards the Gods. For he who cftablithes laws for vou will endeavour,
both now and hereafter, to tcach you how thefe things fubfift.

Crin. What bas been faid thus far, O gueft, is moft beautiful.

Gurst. Entircly fo, O Megillus and Clinias ; but we are ignorant that
we have fallen upon a wonderful affertion.

Crin. What kind of affcrtion do you mean?

VoL, 1L 2 Q GuesT.
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GuesT. That which in the opinion of many is the wifeft of all affertions,

CLiN. Speak yet clearer.

GuesT. Some then fay, with refpe@ to all things that have been, are, and
will be, that fome fubfift from nature, others from art, and others through
fortune. ‘

CLiN. And they fpeak well.

Guest. Itis fit, indeed, that wife men fhould fpeak properly, Following
them, therefore, let us confider what they meant by this affertion.

CrLiN. By all means. ‘

GuesT. It appears (fay they) that the greateft and moft beautiful things
are produced by nature and fortune, but lefler things by art; which receiv-
ing from nature the generation of great and primary works, fathions and
fabricates all fmaller works, which we all of us denominate artificial,

CriN. How do you fay? .

GuesT. 1 will {peak ftill clearer. They fay * that fire and water, earth
and air, fubfift from nature and fortune, and not from art. ‘That the bodies
alfo, which are pofterior to thefe, viz. of the earth, the fun, the moon, and
the ftars, are generated through thefe, which are entirely deftitute of foul.
They add, that, all things being cafually borne along by the impulfe of for-
tune, they became in a certain refpe& properly harmonized together, viz. the
hot with the cold, the dry with the moift, the foft with the bard; and, in
thort, that all things of a contrary temperament were, from neceflity, through
fortune mingled together. That, befides this, the whole of heaven, with all
that it contains, all animals and plants, and the feafons of the year, were
produced after this manner : not (fay they) through intelle&, or any divinity,
nor yet through art, but, as we have faid, from nature and fortune. That
afterwards mortal art was generated from thefe by mortals, and that through
its afliftance certain pofterior difciplines were produced, which do not very
much partake of truth, but are certain images allied to each other ; fuch as
painting, mufic, and the fifter arts, beget. They add, that if there are any
arts which produce any thing of a ferious nature, they are fuch as commu-

t Plato here alludes to thofe natural philofophers Democritus, Anaxagoras, and Archelaus; the
firft of whom afferted, that the univerfe was conftituted by a certain rafh chance rather than by a
divine intelle@; and the other two, that the celeftial orbs have nothing in them more divine than

the fublunary elements, .
nicate
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nicate their own power with that of nature ; {uch as are the arts of medicine,
agriculture, and gymnaftic: and that the political art communicates in a
certain fmall part with nature, but very much with art,  So that, according
to them, the whole of legiflation does not confift from nature, but art, and
its pofitions are not true. :

Crin, low do you fay?

GuEesT. O blefled man, they fay in the tirft place, that the Gods do not
fubfiflt from nature, but from art and certain laws, and that thefe are dif-
ferent in different nations, according as the legiflators by mutual agreement
have determined. They likewife affert, that things beautiful or becoming
are not the {ame by nature as by law; and that things juft have not any
natural fubfiftence whatever, bat that men always diffent among themfelves
refpeding thefe, and are perpetually changing them. That, when they are
changed by them, they then poflefs authority, deriving their fubfiftence from
art and laws, and not from any certain nature, Thefe, my friends, are the
particulars which are taught young men from the writings of the wife,
both in profe and verfe, and by which they learn that the moft juft is that
which is obtained by violence. Hence, young men fall into impiety {o as to
believe that there are not Gods, fuch as the law ordains us to conceive have
an exiftence. Hence, too, feditions arife, through which men are drawn to
a life confifting in vanquithing others, and refufing fubje&ion to others
according to law, as if it was a life naturally proper.

CriN. O gueft, what a circumftance bave you related, and what a peft
to young men, both publicly to cities, and to private families !

GuesT.  You fpeak truly, O Clinias. What then oughta legiflator to do
in this cafe? Ought he only to threaten every one in the city, that they
thall be punithed unlefs they affert and believe that there are Gods, fuch as
the law fays there are ; and unlefs they conceive they ought to aét in fuch a
manner with refpet to things beautiful and juft, and every thing elfe of the
greateft confequence, and whatever pertains to virtue and vice, as the
writings of the legiflator enjoin? If, therefore, any refufe to obey his laws,
ought he to punifth fome with death, others with ftripes and bonds, others
with infamy, and others with poverty and exile? but ought he to pay no
attention to perfuafion and gentle methods, at the fame time that he is efta-
blithing laws ?

2Q 2 Crin.
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Crin. By no means, O gueft. But if any perfuafion, though fimall, re-
fpeéting things of this kind can be obtained, a legiflator who is of the leaft
worth cught by no means to be weary, but, as it is faid, with thc moft
firenuous exertions of his voice, fhould give afliftance to the antient law,
by afferting that there are Gods, and fuch other things as you have difcufled ;
and fhould give his fuffrage both to nature and art, that they have a natural
fubfiftence, ora fubfiftence not inferior to that of nature, fince they are the
progeny of intellet, according to the di€lates of right reafon, as you appear
to me to aflert, and as I believe.

GuesT. O moft prompt Clinias, is it not difficult to follow by a reafoning
procefs things aflerted by the multitude, and which are of a very extended
nature ? .

Crin. But what, O gueft? Shall we paticntly endure to difcourfe in fo
prolix a manner about intoxication and mufic, and fhall we not be equally
ready to {pcak about the Gods, and fuch-like particulars? Befides, fuch an
undertaking will be of the greateft affiftance to legiflation, when pruderitly
conduéted, fince thofe written mandates pertaining to the laws, which have
always been fubje&t to reprehenfion, will thus entirely remain undifturbed.
So that we ought not to be terrified if thofe things fhould at firft be difficult
to hear, which, when often repeated, may be apprehended even by one
whom, from his inaptitude to learning, it is difficult to inftru&. Thefe
things, therefore, though they may be prolix, yet, if they are ufeful, they
are not to be confidered as of no confequence ; nor does it appear to me to
be holy not to affift thefe affertions to the utmoft of our power.

MEecir. O gueft Clinias, you appear to me to fpeak moft excellently.

GuesTt. He does very much {o indeed.

MecriL. Let us, therefore, do as he fays. For, if affertions of this kind
were not, as I may fay, fcattered among all men, there would be no occa-
fion of arguments to prove that there arc Gods : but now this is neceffary.
Since, therefore, the greateft laws are corrupted by vicious men, to whomn
does it pertain to give affiftance to them more than to the legiflator ?

CriN. To no one.

GuesT. But inform me again, O Clinias, (for it is proper that you fhould
partake of this difcourfe,) does it not appear that he who afferts the above-
mentioned particulars confiders fire and water, earth and air, as the firft of

all
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all things, and that he denominates thefe very things nature, but is of opiniotx
that foul was produced afterwards from thefe ? - Indeed, it not only appears
to be o, butis truly fignified to us by the very affertions themfelves.

Crin. Entircly fo.

GuesT. Whether or no, therefore, by Jupiter, have we found, as it were,
a certain fountain of the ftupid opinion of thofe men who have ever touched
upon phyfical inquiries ? Confider, inveftigating the whole affair. For it
will be of no fmall confequence if it fhall appear that thofe who meddle
with impious affertions, and thus rule over others, do not employ good, but
vicious arguments. To me, therefore, this appears to be the cafe.

Crin. You fpeak well: but endeavour to thow that it is fo.

Guest. But I thall appear to employ unufual arguments.

Crin. Let not this make you fluggithy O gueft. For I underftand that
you are of opinion we fhall wander from the bufinefs of legiflation, if we
engage in a difputation of this kind. But if it is not poffible to thow by any
other mcthod than this that the laws fpeak properly concerning the Gods,
let us, O wonderful man, adopt it.

Guest. I will enter, therefore, on this difcourfe, which, as it appears, is
fo unufual.  Thofc difcourfes, then, which render the foul impious, affert
that the firft caufe of the generation and corruption of all things is not the
firft, but was produced afterwards; and that what was pofterior is prior.
On this account they crr refpeéting the true effence of the Gods.

Crin. Ido not yet underftand,

GuesT. Almoft all men, O my affociate, appear to be ignorant what the:
foul is, and what power it poflefles, both with refpect to other things and
its generation ; I mcan, that it ranks among things firft, that it had a fub-
fiftence prior toall bodies, and that more than any other nature it rules over
the mutation and all the ornament of bodies. If this is the cafe, does it not
neceflarily follow, that things allicd to foul will have an origin prior to thofe
pertaining to body, foul itfelf being more antient than body ?

Crin, It is neceffary.

Guust. Opinion, therefore, diligent attention, intelle&, art, and law, will
be prior to things hard and foft, heavy and light. Befides this, too, great
and primary works and actions, which are produced by art, will rank among
things firft; but natural productions, and nature herfelf, (which they do not

properly
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properly denominate,) will be things pofterior, and in fubje@ion to art and
intelleét.

Crin. How?

GuesT. They are not willing to fay that the generation about things firt
is nature, though it would be nvht to call it {o ; and they place bodies in the
firlt rank of beings. But if 1oul fhall appear to belong to the firft order
of things, and not fire or air, it may nearly be faid with the greateft reéti-
tude, that foul was generated * prior to body ; that, if thefe things fubfitt in
this manner, they will fubfift naturally, viz. if any one evinces that foul is
more antient than body ; but that this will by no means be the cafe if they
{ub(ift otherwife.

Crin. You fpeak moft true.

GuesT. Shall we, therefore, after this manner proceed to what follows ?

Crin. Undoubtedly. )

GuesT. But let us by all means guard againft and avoid fraudulent argu-
ments, left thefe, which are of a juvenile nature, thould dcceive by falfe
perfuafion us who are advanced in years, and thus render us ridiculous ; and
left we fhould appear to attempt greater things, and wander from fuch as
are fmaller. Confider, therefore, if it were neceffary that we three thould
pafs over a very rapid river, and I, who am the youngeft of the three, and
have tried many rivers, thould fay it is proper that I thould firft of all endea-
vour to pafs over it by myfelf, leaving you in fafety, and fhould confider
whether or not it may be pafled over by you, who are more aged than myfelf;
that afterwards, this being agrecable to you, I fhould either call you to ford
the river in conjunétion with me, or, if it fhould be too deep for you,
encounter the danger by myfelf ;—confider, I fay, if in this cafe [ thould not
appear to fpeak to the purpofe. In like manner, fince the difcourfe we are
now entering on is of a more vehement nature, and perhaps nearly inaccef-
fible by your ftrength, left it thould caufe in vou a dark giddinefs, by leading
you to queftions to which you are unaccuftomed, and afterwards overwhelm
you with difgrace and forrow, it appears to me that I ought, in the prefent
cafe, firft to interrogate myfelf, while you hear in fafety, and, after this,
again anfwer myfelf; proceeding in this manner till the whole of this dif-

* Plato, when he ufes the word generation, in fpeaking of the foul, does not mean to imply a

temporal origin, but an cternal proceffion from an eternally energizing caufes .
couric
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courfe refpecting the foul is finithed, and it is thown that foul is. prior to
body.

Crin. You appear to us, O gueft, to {fpeak moft excellently: do, there-
fore, as you fay.

GuesT. Come then, let us invoke Divinity ; for, if it is ever proper to
do fo, it will be requifite in the prefent cafe; and let us befeech the Gods
with the greateft earneftnefs to affift us in demonftrating their exiftence.
Holding, therefore, as by a certain fecure rope, let us afcend into the prefent
reafoning.  And it appears to mc that, by the following interrogations re-
fpeCting thefe things, 1 fhall moft fecurely anfwer my opponent. If any
one then fhould atk me, O gueft, do all things ftand ftill, and is ncthing
moved ! Or, does the very contrary to this take place? Or, are fome things
moved, but others fland ftill? To this I thould reply, Some things are
moved, and others ftand ftill. Do not, therefore, the things which ftand
ftill, abide in a certain place, and are not the things which are moved, moved
in a certain place? Undoubtedly. And fome things do this in a certain
refpe& in one feat, but others in more than one. Do you mean we fhall
fay that fome things which abide, recciving the power in the middle, are
moved in one, in thc fame manner as the periphery of circles, which are
faid to ftand ftill, revolves? I do. But we underftand that in this revolufion
a motion of this kind, leading round the greateft and the leaft circle, diftri-
butcs itfelf analogoufly in {mall and large circles, and is itfelf, according to
proportion, lefs and more. On this account it becomes the fountain of all
wonderful things, procceding homologous according to flownefs and fivift-
nefs, inlarge and fmall circles, and thus accomplithing what to fome one it
might appear impoffible to accomplith. You {peak moft true. But by things
moving in many things, you appear to me to mean fuch as are moved locally,
always paffing from one place to another. And fometimes, indeed, they
obtain the bafis of one certain centre, and fometimes of more than one *,
by being rolled round.  Each too meeting with each, they are cut by thofe
that fland ftill.  But when they meet with cach other, and are borne along

' Viz, That which changes its place changes the centre of place, to which the circumference
of the moving body is compared ; and fometimes, befides changing the centre, it preferves after a
manner the fame centre, when, not being fixed, but transferred from one place to another, it is
carried round by a certain equal circumference.

in
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in an oppofite direction, then the parts fituated in the middle, and thofe
between thefe, becoming one, they arc mingled together. I acknowledge
that thefe things are as you iay. Belides this, too, the things which are min-
gled together are increafed; but when they arc feparated, they are then
corrupted, when the permanent habit of each remains; but when it does
not remain, it is diffolved through both. But the generation of all things
takes place when a certain paffion is produced, viz. when the principle *
receiving increafc arrives at a fecond tranfition, and from this to that
which is near it ; and when it has arrived as faras to three, it poffefles fenfe
in things fentient. Every thing, therefore, is generated by this mutation and
tranfition. However, a thing truly is, when it abides: and when it is
changed into another habit, it becomes entirely corrupted. Have we not
therefore, O friends, enumerated all the forms of motion, except two?

Crin. Of what kind are 'thofe ?

GuesTt. They are ncarly thofe, O excellent man, for the fake of which
the whole of our prefent difcuflion is undertaken.

CriN. Speak more clearly.

GuesT. Was not the prefent difcuflion undertaken for the fake of foul ?

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuesT. Let oue motion then be that which 1s able to move other things,
but is always incapable of moving itfelf *: but let the other be that which
is always able to move both itfelf * and other things, by mingling and fepa-
rating, by increafe, and the contrary, and by generation and corruption ; and
this motion is ditferent from all the other motions.

CL1N. Be it fo, therefore.

GugsT. Shall we not, then, place that motion as the ninth, which always
moves another, and is moved by another; but call that the tenth * motion,

! By the principle here, Plato means a motive and feminal nature.  This nature by alieration
proceeds through three degrees, i. e. into length, breadth, and depth, and finally arrives at
vitality and fenfation.

* This motion belongs to nature.

3 This is the motion of foul.

+ Plato in this book diftinguifhes the genus of motions into ten fpecies, viz. circulation about
an immevable centre, local tranfition, condenfation, rarefallion, increale, decreafe, generation,
corruption, mutation or altcration produced in another by another, and mutation produced from
a thing itfcif, both in itfelf and in another. This laft is the .ci.th motion, of which he now
fpeaks, and is the motion of foul.

which
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which moves both itfclf and others, which is adapted to all adions aud
paffions, and which is truly denominated the mutation and motion of all
things?

Crin. Entirely fo. ,

GuesT. But which of the ten motions fhall we with the greateft reQitude
judge to be the moft rebuft, and by fur the mott efficacious of all motions ?

Crin. It is neceffary to fay, that the motion which is able to move itfclf
is infinitely to be preferred to the reft, and that all the others are pofterior
to this.

Guest. You fpeak well.  Muft not, therefore, one or two of the things
which have not at prefent been rightly afferted by us be tranfpofed ?

Cr.in. What things do you mean?

Guest. We did not altogether {peak properly refpe€ting the tenth motion.

CriN. Why fo?

GuesT. Becaufe, according to reafon, it is the firft in generation and
firength; but that which follows this is the fecond, though it has been juft
now abfurdly called by us the ninth.

Crin. How do you fay?

Guest. Thus.  When onc thing moves another, and fomething elfe
always moves this, will there ever among fuch things as thefe be any thing
which is firft moved ? But how is it poffible that a thing which is moved by
another can cver be the firlt of things changed? It is certainly impoffible.
But when a thing moving itfelf caufes mutation in fomething clfe, and this
latter in fome other, and ten thoufand things are thus moved in fucceffion,—
whether or no in this cafe will there be any other principle of all the motion
than the mutation of that which moves it{elf £

Criv. You fpeak moft cucellently. Thete things, therefore, muft be
granted,

Guest. Further ftill, let us thus interrozate and anfwer ourfelves.  If all
generated natures thould, after a manner, ftand ftill, as many of thofe we are
now addreffing dare to fay they do, which among the above-mentioned
motions would neceflarily fir(t take place?

Crin. Doubtlefs that which moves iticlf.  For the motion depending on
another could not by any means take place ull it had previoufly under-
gone fome mutation, ,

VOL, 1I. 2 R GuesT,
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Guest. We muft fay, therefore, ‘that the principle of all motions, and
which firft fubfifts in things abiding and in motion, is that which moves
itfelf; and that this is neceflarily the moft antient and the moft powerful
mutation of all things: but that the fecond.is that which is changed by
another, and at the fame time moves others,

CLiN. You fpeak moft true.

GuesT. Since we have, therefore, arrived thus far in our difcourfe, let us
alfo anfwer the following queftion.

CLin. What is that?

GuesT. If we fhould fee this firt motion taking place in a terrene,
aquatic, or fiery-formed body, whether fimple or mixed, what paffion fhould
we fay was inherent in a thing of this kind ?

CriN. Do you atk me, whether that which moves itfclf fhould be faid to
live? o '

GuesT, Ido.

CriN. Undoubtedly it thould.

GuesT. But what? When we fee foul inherent in any thing, do we
admit that it lives through any thing elfe than this?

‘Crin. Through nothing elfe.

GuesT. Confider then, by Jupiter, are you willing to underftand three
things refpe&ing every thing? '

Crin. How do you fay?

GuEesT. One of thefe is effence, another the reafon or definition of eflence,
and a third the name. And likewife the interrogations refpeéting every
being are two.

Crin. How two?

GuEesT. Sometimes each of us, when a name is propofed, inquires the
reafon of the denomination; and fometimes, when the reafon is propofed,
we inquire after the name. Are you, therefore, willing that we fhould now
fpeak of a thing of this kind ?

CriN. Of what kind ?

GuesT. A twofold diftin@ion is found in other things, and in number,
Thus, for inftance, in number, the name indeed is the even, but the definition
is one number divided into two equal parts.

CriN. Undoubtedly. G
SUEST.
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Guest. My meaning is this. Do we fignify the fame thing in cach, when,
being atked concerning the name, we affign the reafon, or, when, being atked
the reafon, we affign the name; fince we denominate one and the fame
thing by name, even, but, by reafon or definition, a number divided into two
equal parts?

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuEesT. But what is the definition of that which is called foul ? Have we
any other than that which was juft now mentioned by us, I mean a motion
capable of moving itfelf?
~ Crin. Do you fay, that the being moved by itfelf is the definition of that
effence which we all denominate foul?

Guest. Ido fay fo. But if this be the cafe, do we yet defire it thould be
more {ufficiently thown, that foul is the fame with the firft generation and
motion of things which now are, have been, and fhall be; and, again, of all
the contraries to thefe ; fince it appears that foul is the caufe of all mutation
and motion to all things ?

Crin. Certainly not. For it has been fufficiently thown, that foul is the
moft antient of all things, and is the principle of motion.

Guzest. Will not, therefore, the motion which fubfifts through another in
another, but which is never the caufe of a thing moving itfelf, be the fecond
in order? and ought it not to be placed after the former motion, by whatever
interval of numbers any one fnay choofe to affign, fince it is truly the muta-
tion of an inanimate body ?

Crin. Right.

GuesT. We have faid, therefore, with re&itude, propriety, and in the
moft perfe& manner, that foul was generated prior to body, but that body
is pofterior and fecondary, foul naturally poffefling dominion, and body
fubje&ion.

Crin. With the greateft truth, thercfore.

GuesT. But do we recolle@, that it was acknowledged by us above, that
if foul thould appear to be more antient than body, the things pertaining to
foul would alfo be more antient than thofe pertaining to body ?

Crin. Entirely fo.

Guest. Difpofition, therefore, manners, volitions, reafonings, true opi=
nions, attention, and memory, muft have been generated prior to the length,

2R 2 breadth,
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breadth, depth, and ftrength of bodies, on account of the priority of foul
to body. -

Crin. Neceffarily fo.

GuesT. Is it not, therefore, after this neceflary to acknowledge, that foul
is the caufe of things good and beautiful, evil and bafe, juft and unjuft, and
of all contraries, fince we eftablith it to be the caufe of all things ?

CriN. Undoubtedly.

'GuksT. Is it not alfo neceffary to affert, that foul, which governs all things, -
and which refides in all things that are in any refpe@® moved, governs like-
wife the heavens?

Crin. Certainly.

GuesT. But does one foul, or many, govern them?

MegiL. Many : for I will anfwer for you.

Guest. We thould not, theréfore, eftablifh lefs than two, one beneficent,
and the other of a contrary ' nature.

Criv. You fpeak with the utmott re@itude.

GuesT. Soul, therefore, by its motions, leads every thing in heaven,
earth, and the fea; and the names of thefe motions are—to will, to confider,
take care of, confult, form true and falfc opinions, rejoicing, grieving,
daring, fearing, hating, loving ; together with all fuch primary motions as are
allied to thefe, and whxch, receiving the fecondary motions of bodies, lcad all
things to increafe and decay, feparation and concretion, and to things con-
fequent to thefe, fuch as heat and cold, gravity and levity, the hard and the
foft, the white and the black, the four, fweet, and bitter ; and, lattly, to all
things which, foul employing, when it perpetually receives a divine intellect,
as being in this cafc a goddefs, difciplines all things with re@itude and feli-
city ; but when it is conjoined with folly, it produces every thing contrary to
thefe. Shall we admit that thefe things fubfift in this manner, or fhall we
yet doubt whether they do not in a certain refpect fubfift differently ?

CriN. By no meauns.

- GuesT. Whether, thclefore, thall we fay, that the genus of foul which is

* Plato, by an evil foul, here means the nature or natural life fufpended from the rational foul
of the world, and which is the proximate vis motrix of bodies. As this life, without the govern-
ing influence of the rational foul of the world, would produce nothing but confufion and diforderly
motions, it may be faid, when confidered as left to itfelf, to be evil.

6 prudent,
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prudent, and full of virtue, governs heaven and earth, and the whole period
of generated nature, or that which poflefles neither of thefe? Are you
willing, therefore, that we fhould anfwer this queftion as follows ?

CrLiN. How? :

Guest. Thus, O wonderful man. If the whole path of the heavens, and
the local motion of all the natures it contains, poflefs a nature fimilar to the
motion, circulation, and reafonings of intelle@, and proceed in a manner
allied to thefe, it muft evidently be granted, that the moft excellent foul
takes care of the whole world, and leads it according to a path of this kind.

Crin. Right.

GuesT. But if it proceeded in a mad and difordered manner, it muft be
led by an evil foul.

CLIN. And this alfo is rightly afferted.

GuEest. What nature, then, does the motion of intelleét poffefs ? To this
queftion indecd, O friends, it is difficult to anfwer prudently. It is, there~
fore, juft, that I thould now anfwer for you.

Crin. You fpeak well.

Guest. Letus not, therefore, looking as it were to the fun in an oppofite
direétion, and thus introducing night in midday, anfwer the prefent quetftion,
as if we could ever fufficiently behold and know intelle@ with mortal eyes:
for, by looking to the image of the obje& of our interrogation, we fhall fee
with greater {ecurity.

Crin. How do you fay?

GuesT. Let us receive from among thofe ten motions, as an image, that
to which intellect is fimilar. This motion I will recall into your memory,
and anfwer for you in common.

CrLiN. You fpeak in the moft beautiful manner.

Guest. We muft remember, therefore, it was afferted by us above, that
of all things that exift, fome arc moved, and others abide.

Crin. It was fo.

GuesT. But, of things which are moved, fome are moved in one place, but
others are borue along in more than one.

Crin. They are fo.

GugrsT. But it is neccffary that thefe motions, which are always borne
along in one, fhould be moved about a certain middle, in imitaticn of circles

fathioned



310 THE LAWS,

fathioned by a wheel, and that they thould be, in every refpe&, as much as
poffible allied and fimilar to the circulation of intelleét.

Crin. How do you fay ?

GuesT. That both of them are moved according to the fame, in a fimilar
manner, in the fame, about the fame, and towards the fame, according to
one reafon and order. If, therefore, we fhould fay that intelle&, and the
motion which is borne along in one, are fimilar to the local motions of a
fphere fathioned by a wheel, we thould not by any means be bad artificers
in difcourfe of beautiful images.

CriN. You fpeak with the utmoft re@itude.

Guest. The motion, therefore, which is never borne along in a fimilar
manner, nor according to the fame, nor in the fame, nor about the fame,
nor towards the fame, neither in ornament, nor in order, nor in one certain
reafon, will be allied to all folly.'

Crin. It will, with the greateft truth,

Gusst. Now, therefore, it will be no longer difficult to affert openly,
that fince it is foul which leads all things in a circular * manner, it muft
neceffarily follow that the circulation of the heavens muft be led round,
taken care of, and adorned, either by the moft excellent foul, or the contrary.

Crin. O gueft, from what has been faid, it is not holy to fay otherwife
than that either one foul, or many fouls, poflefling every virtue, caufe the
circulation of the heavens.

GuesT. You underftand my arguments, O Clinias, moft excellently: but
hiften ftill further to this,

Crin. To what?

GuesT. If foul convolves the fun, moon, and the other ftars, is not each
of thefe convolved by a foul * of its own ?

CriN. Undoubtedly.

GuEest. We fhall, therefore, difcourfe about one foul, in fuch a manner,
that what we fay may be accommodated to all the ftars.

! The reader muft carefully remember that foul leads all things circularly, from its poffeffion of
a divine intelle&t; for Plato has juft before fhown, that a circular is an image of intelleCtual motion.

* Ariftotle alfo, in the twelfth book of his Metaphyfics, fhows, that each of the heavenly bodies
poflefles a divine intelle@, which is the fource of its motions; to my Tranflation of which I refer
the reader.

CLIN.
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CriN. What foul is that?

Gugst. Every man perceives the body of the fun, but no one its foul;
nor, indeed, does any one perceive the foul of any other body, either of
a living or of a dead animal; but there is every reafon to believe that this
genus of things is naturally incapable of being feen by any of the corporeal
fenfes, but is of an intelligible nature. Let us, therefore, by intellect alone,
and the dianoétic energy, apprehend this refpeéling it.

Crin, What?

GuesT. If {oul is the leader of the fun, we fhall perhaps not err in affert-
ing, that it accomplithes this by one of thefe three modes.

CriN. What modes ?

GugsT. That either, refiding within this apparent circular body, it entirely
rolls it along, in the fame manner as our foul moves us, or that, in a certain
refpet being fituated externally, and conne&ing itfelf with a body of fire or
air, according to the affertions of fome, it violently impels body with body ;
or, in the third place, being itfelf deftitute of body, it governs this vifible
orb through poflefling certain other powers tranfcendently admirable.

Crin. Certainly.’

GuesT., This then is neceffary,—that all things thould be governed by this
foul, according to one of thefe modes. But whether this foul refiding in
the fun, as in a chariot, imparts light to all things, or whether it is fituated
externally, or in whatever other manner it may be connefted with this vifible
orb, it is better that all men fhould confider it as a God. Or, how fhall
we fay ?

CLIN. This muff certainly be acknowledged by every one who has not arrived
at the extremity of folly.

GuesT. But with refhec? to all the flars, and the moon, years, months, and
the feafons, fhall we fheak in any other manner than this—That fince a_foul and
Jouls, good from the poffeffion of every virtue, appear to be the caufes of all
thefe, they fhould be called Gops, whether being refident 1n bodies, and thus
becoming animals, they adorn all heaven, or in whatever other manner they
may accomplifl; this? And, in the next place, can he who affents to thefe things
deny that all things are full of Gops?

CriN. No one, O gueft, is {o /nfane as to deny this. :

GuesT. Affigning, therefore, certain boundaries at prefent to him, O Cli-

nias
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nias and Megillus, who does not believe that there are Gods, let us difmifs
him.

CriN. What boundaries do you mcan ? .

GuesT. Either that he muft teach us we do not {peak rightly, in aflerting
that foul is the firft generation of all things, together with fuch other parti-
culars as are confequent to this; or, if he is incapable of afferting any thing
better than we have afferted, that he fthall be perfuaded by us, and live for
the remainder of his life in the belicf that there are Gods. Let us, there-
fore, now fee whether we have {poken fufficiently or not, in our arguments
that there are Gods, to thofe who deny their exiftence.

CriN. Your arguments, O gueft, are very far from being infufficient.

GussT. Let this, then, be the conclufion of our difcourfe to thefe. But
let us cure, in the following manner, him who believes that there are Gods,
but that they take no care of human affairs.—O moft excellent man! we
thall fay, becaufe yvou think that there are Gods, a certain nature allied to
Divinity leads you to honour, and believe in that which is connate with your-
felf ; but the profperous condition of evil and uujuft men, both in private
and public, who, though they are not truly happy, yct are confidered to be
{o in the highelt degree in the inelegant opinion of the multitude, and are
improperly celebrated as fuch in poetical, and a varicty of* other compo-
fitions ;—this it is which leads you to impicty. Or, perhaps, on fecing
impious men leaving behind them, after having arrived at old age, grand-
children 1n the greateft honours, you are difturbed: Or from hearing, or
perhaps being yourfelf an eye-witnefs, of fome who, though they have aéted
in a moft impious and dire manner, yet, by means of fuch aétions, have
arrived from flender poflcffions and finall power to tyrannics and the greateft
wealth. It is evident that, in all fuch cafes as thefe, you arc unwilling to
blame the Gods as the caufes of them, through vour alliance with their
nature, but, at the fame time, being led by a certain privation of reafon, and
not being able to be indignant with the Gods, you have arrived at the pre-
fent condition, fo as to believe in their exiftence, but that they defpife and
negle& human affairs.  That the prefent dogma, thercfore, may not lead
you to greater impiety, but that you may be removed further from it, we fhall
#ndeavour, to'the utmoft of our power, to convince you of its fallacy, con-

joinmg the following ditcourfe with the former, which we employed againft
thofe
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thofe who entirely denied the exiftence of the Gods. But do you, O Megillus
and Clinias, take upon you to anfwer for the young man, as you did before;
and if any thing difficult fhould happen to take place in our difcourfe, I,
taking hold of you as I juft now did, will pafs over the river. '

Cuin. Rightly faid. Do you, therefore, aét in this manner; and we to
the utmoft of our power will do as you fay. '

GuesT. But, perhaps, it will not be difficult to evince that the Gods pay
no lefs attention to fmall things than to fuch as tranfcend in magnitude. For
it was juft now aflerted by us, that they are good from the poffeffion of
every virtue, and that, in confequence of this, a providential concern for all
things is in the higheft degree accommodated to their nature.

CLiN. This was vehemently afferted.

GuesT. Let us, therefore, in common inveftigate that which follows this,—
I mean, what the virtue of the Gods is, fince we acknowledge that they are
good. Do we not then fay, that to be temperate, and to poflefs intellect,
are things pertaining to virtue, but the contraries of thefe to vice ?

CriN. We do fay fo.

GuesTt. But what! Does not fortitude belong to virtue, and timidity to
vice ? ;

Curin. Entirely fo.

GuEsT. And do not we fay that fome of thefe are bafe, and others beautiful?

Crin. It is neceflary we fhould. »

GuesT. And muft we not fay that fuch among thefe as are bafe belong
to us, but that the Gods participate neither any thing great, nor any thing
fmall, of fuch-like particulars?

CrinN. And this alfo every one will acknowledge.

Guest. But what? Do we place negligence, indolence, and luxury, as
belonging to the virtue of the foul !  Or how do you fay?

CriN. How can we?

GuesT. As belonging, therefore, to the contrary ?

Crin. Yes.

GursT. The contraries, therefore, to thefe belong to that which is contrary.

CriN. To that which is contrary.

Guest. What then? Will not he who pofefles thefe contraries be con-

VoL, 1. 2s fidered
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fidered by all of us as luxurious, negligent, and indolent, and, according to
the poet *, fimilar to a drone bee, without a fting ? °

CriN. The poet fpeaks with the utmoft re&itude.

GuesT. It muft not, therefore, be faid, that Divinity poffefles manners
that are odious to him, nor muft we permit any one to make fuch an affertion.

CriN. By no means. For how can it be faid ?

GuEesT. But will he to whom it belongs in the moft eminent degree to do
and take care of any thing, will the intelle® of fuch a one take care of
great, but negle@ fmall things? And fhall we not in every refpeét err by
praifing fuch an affertion? But let us confider as follows: Will not he who
aéts in this manner, whether he isa God or a man, be influenced by two
{pecies of aétion?

Crin. What are thofe two ?

GuesT. I will tell you: Either becaufe he thinks the negle@t of fmall
things is of 110 confequence to the whole; or, if he thinks it is of confequence,
yet he pays no attention to them, through indolence and luxury. Oris it
poffible that negligence can take place in any other way? For, when any
one is incapable of taking care of all things, and, in confequence of this,
negle@s either fuch as are fmall, or fuch as are great, he is not in this cafe
faid to be negligent, whether it is a man or a God who is thus deftitate of
power.

. Crin. Undoubtedly not.

GuEest. But now let thofe two anf{wer us three, who, though they both
of them acknowledge there are Gods, yet one of them confiders the divini-
ties as eafy to be appeafed, but the other as neglefing fmall affairs. Let us,
therefore, thus addrefs thefe in the firft place: You both acknowledge that
the Gods know, fee, and hear all things, and that nothing which is either an
obje& of fenfe or fcience can be concealed from them. Do you not fay that
this is the cafe? Or how do you fay?

Crin. That this is the cafe.

GuesT. But what? Are they not able to accomplith all things which both
meortals and immortals are able to accomplith ?

* Hefiod. .
CLin,
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Crin. How is it poffible they thould not acknowledge this ?

Guest. We, that are five in number, alfo agree that the Gods are good
and moft excellent,

CLiN. Very much fo.

GuesT. Muft we not, therefore, acknowledge that it is 1mpoﬂible for
them ever to a@ in an indolent and luxurious manner, fince they are fuch
as we have granted them to be? For, in us, indolence is the offspring of
timidity, but fluggifhnefs, of indolence and luxury.

CriN. You fpeak moft true.

Guest. But the Gods cannot be negligent through indolence and flug-
githnefs ; for timidity is not prefent with them.

CriN. You fpeak with the utmoft rectitude.

Guest. It remains, therefore, that if they hegle@ a few things, and fuch
as are fmall in the univerfe, they muft either do fo becaufe they know that
things of this nature ought by no means to be taken care of, or becaufe they
are ignorant that they ought to be taken care of ; for, can there be any other
alternative?

Crin. None.

Guest. Whether, therefore, O moft excellent and beft of men, fhall we
.confider you as faying that the Gods negleét thefe in confequence of being
ignorant that they ought to be taken care of ; or that, like the moft depraved
of men, they know that this is proper, but are prevented from a&ting agree-
ably to their knowledge, through being vanquithed by certain pleafures or
pains?

Cuin. But how could this be pofible?

GuesT. Befides, human affairs participate of an animated nature, and at
the fame time man is the moft religious of all animals.

CrLiN. Itappears fo. '

Guest. We likewife fay that all mortal animals are the poffeffions of the
Gods, in the fame manner as all heaven.

Crin. Undoubtedly. .

Guest. Whether, therefore, any one fays, that thefe things are con-
fidered cither as fmall or great by the Gods, it is not proper, fince they are
the moft provident and beft of beings, that they fhould negleé their poffef=
fions.  But further flill, in addition to thefe things, let us confider this.

252 - CrLin.
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CriN. What?

Guest. Refpedling fenfe and power, whether they are not naturally con-
trary to each other, with reference to facility and difficulty.

Crin. How do you fay?

GuesT. Small thiugs are feen and heard with greater difficulty than fuch
asare large. But to carry, govern, and take care of a few things, and fuch

as are fmall, is in every refpe@ more eafy than to carry, govern, and take
care of the contraries to thefe.

Crin. It is by far more eafy.

GuesT. But fince it is the province of a phyf 1cian to take care of a certain
whole, and he is both willing and able to do this, will this whole éver be in
a good condition if he negle€ts parts, and fuch things as are {fmall ? -

CrL1iN. By no means. *

GuesT. But neither will thifigs numerous and mighty ever be well con-
duéted either by pilots, or commanders of an army, or certain political cha-
ralters, or any others fimilar to thefe, without an attention to things few
and fmall. For builders fay, that great ftones cannot be well placed: without
{mall ones.

CriN. For how can they ¥

Guest. We ought not, therefore, to think that divinity is more vile
than mortal artificers : for thefe, by how much the more fkilful they are, by
fo much the more accurately and perfeftly, from one art, do they accomplith
things fmall and great pertaining to their peculiar works. Since this is the
cafe, can it be fuppofed that divinity, who is moft wife, and who is both
willing and able to energize providentially, will alone take ‘care of great
things, but by no-means of fuch as are fmall, which it is eafy to take care
of, like one indolent, or timid, or flugglifh through labour ¥

CriN. We can by no means admit this opinion, O gueft, concerning the
Gods ; for this would be forming a conception neither holy nor true.

GuesT. It appears; therefore, to me, that we have now fufficiently fpoken
to him who accufes the Gods of negligence.

Crin. Certainly.

GuesT. But we have hitherto forced him by our arguments to cliange his
opinion.

Crin. Right.

GUEST.
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Guesr. It appears, however, to me that he yet requires to be enchanted
by certain words.

CriN. What words, O good man ?

‘GuesT. We fhould perfuade the young man, that he who takes care of
the whole has conflituted all things with a view to the fafety and virtue of
‘the whole, every part of which, as much as poffible, fuffers and aéts'in &
manher accommodated to its nature ; that over each of thefe parts rulers
are placed, who always caufe that which is fmalleft in every aétion and
paflion to receive its ultimate diftributien ; among which parts, O miferable
creature, thou art one, and which, though diminutive in the extreme, con-
tinually direts its views to The A//. But you are ignorant that every gene-
rated nature fubfifts for the fake of the whole,that the univerfe may enjoy a
blefled life, and not for your fake, but that you fubfift for the fake of the
univerfe, For every phyfician, and every artificial fabricator, effeéts all
things for the fake of the whole, and regards that which is beft in- common ;
fafhioning a part for the fake of the whole, and not the whole for the fake
of a part. You, however, are indignant, in confequence of not knowing
how that which is beft with refpe@ to yourfelf happens both to the univerfe
and yourfelf, according to the power of common generation, But fince a
-foul which is conneéted at different times with different bodies undergoes all-
‘various mutatious, cither through itfelf, or through fome other foul, nothing
elfe remains to be done by the dice-player than to transfer manners when
they become better, into a better place, but, when they become worfe, into

‘a worle place, according to the proper condition of each, that they may
obtain convenient allotments,

Crin. How do you fay ¥

GuisT. 1 appear to myfelf to fpeak with reference to the facility with'
“which the Gods take care of all things. For if any one, always looking to
the whole, fathions any thing, and transforms all things, with a view to this,
fuch as animated water from fire, and not many things from one, or one
thing from many, participating of a firft, fecond, or third generation, there-
will be an infinite multitude of tranfpofed ornaments. But now there is an.
admirable facility in the power that provides for the univerfe..

Crin. How, again, do you fay ? :

GuesT, Thus. Since our king beholds all our actions, and’ thefe are ani-

mated,
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mated, containing Quch ‘virtue and much vice, and fince both foul and
body are generated irideftru@ible *, though not eternal, like the Gods accord-
ing to law*, (for thgre never would be any generation of animals if either
foul or body was deftroyed,) and befides, fince that which is good in the foul is
always naturally difpofed to affift, but that which is evil in it to injure,—our
king, perceiving all thefe things, devifed in what manner each of the parts
thould be fituated, {o that virtue might vanquith in the univerfe, but vice be
fubdued, in the moft eminent degree, and in the beft and moft facile
manner. He devifed, therefore, how each particular fhould be generated
with reference to the univerfe, what feat it thould refide in, and what places
it thould be allotted: but he left to our will the caufes of this or that gene-
ration. For where the defire of any foul is, and fuch as is its condition,
there each of us nearly refides, and fuch for the moft part each of us fubfifts.

Crin. It is likely. "

GussT. Every thing, therefore, that participates of foul is changed, and
pofieffes in itfelf the caufe of this mutation; but, when changed, it is borne
along according to the order and law of fate. And thofe fouls whofe manners
are lefs changed, have a lefs extended progreffion ; for they proceed no fur=
ther than the fuperficies of the region. But thofe whofe manners are more
changed, and are more unjuft, fall into depth, and into the places beneath,
which are denominated Hades, and the like, where they are vehemently
terrified, and converfant with dreams, both living and when freed from body.
A greater foul, however, when it participates either of virtue or vice,
becoming in this cafe ftrong, through its own will, and converfe with other
natures, if, mingling with divine virtue, it becomes eminently divine, then
it is tranflated into another better place, which is entircly holy : but if it
mingles itfelf with the contrary to divine virtue, then its life is transferred
" into a contrary place. This then, O boy and young man, who think that
you are neglected by the Gods, is the judgment of the Olympian divinities ;—
that he who is more depraved fhall depart to more depraved fouls, but he

* Body, when corrupted, is refolved into the elementary wholes from Wwhich it originated, but
is never deftroyed.

» Law here fignifies intelleGual diftribution. So that the Gods according to law are thofe
divine natures which proceed from the intelleét of the fabricator of the univerfe. Thele Gods
are thus denominated in the Golden Verfes of Pythagoras. ”

W



THE LAWS, 319

who is better, to fuch as are better, both in life, and in all deaths, and that
he fhall both fuffer and do fuch things as ought to be done by fimilars to
fimilars, But neither you nor any other fhould pray that you may be exempt
from this judgment of the Gods. For thofe who ordained this eftablifhed
it more firmly than all judgments, and as that which ought to be venerated .
in every refpect. - Indeed, you will never be negleéted by this judgment ; not
though you were fo fmmall, that you could defcend into the profundities of
the-earth, or fo elevated, that you could fly into heaven. But you will fuffer
from thefe divinities the punifhment which is your due, whether you abide
here, or depart to Hades, or whether you are removed to a place ftill more
ruftic than thefe. My difcourfe to you, likewife, will be the fame refpecing
thofe impious men whom you have feen rifing into confequence from fmall
beginnings, and whom you have confidered as having pafled from felicity to
mifery. For it has appeared to you that, in the a&ions of thefe, as in a
mirror, the negligence of all the Gods was vifible; and this, from your
being ignorant in what manner the end of fuch charalers centributes to the
good of the whole. But can you think, O moft courageous of all men, that
it is not neceflary to know this, which he who is ignorant of, will neither be
able to perceive, nor difcourfe about, the felicity of life, and an wuhappy
fortune. 1If, therefore, Clinias, and the whole of this aged company, are
able to perfuade you that you do not know what you fay refpeéting the Gods,
divmity will affift you in a beautiful manner 3 but if you ftill require fome
further reafon, hear, if in any refpect you poflefs intelle&t, what we fhall
fay to our third antagonift. For, that there are Gods, and that they take
care of men, 1 fhould fay, has been not altogether badly demonftrated, But
that the Gods can be moved by the gifts of certain unjuft men, muift not
be granted to any one, but confuted in every poflible way to the utmoft of
our power.

Crin, You fpeak moft beautifully ; and we fhall do as you fay.

Gugst. Come, then, by the Gods themfelves, if they are moved by gifts,
in what manner are they moved ; and what kind of beings muft they in this
cafe be? For it is neceflary that they muft poffefs fovereign authority- who
continually govern all heaven,

Criv. Certainly,

Guest. But to what rulers are they fimilar, or what rulers are fimilar to
4 them,
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them, that we may be able to compare fmall things with great? Whethes
will the charioteers of twc-yoked cars that contend in the courfe be fuch as
thefe, or the pilots of fhips? Perhaps, however, they may be affimilated to
certain commanders of armies, or to phyficians, who are cautious refpeéting
the war of difeafes about bodies, or to hufbandmen, who fear for their plants
during the ftormy feafons, or to thepherds and herdsmen. For, fince we have
granted that the univerfe is full of much good, and much evil, though not
of more evil than good, we fay that a thing of this kind is an immortal war,
and requires an admirable defence. But the Gods, and, at the fame time,
dzmons, fight for us; and we are the pofleflion both of Gods and demons,
Injuftice and infolence, however, together with imprudence, corrupt us,
And, on the contrary, juftice and temperance, in conjunétion with prudence,
which refide in the animated powers of the Gods, preferve us. "But that
fomething of thefe refides in us, though for a fhort time, may be clearly feen
from this ; for certain fouls refiding on the carth, and poffefling an unjuft gift,
" are evidently favage towards the fouls of guardians, whether they are dogs,
or thepherds, or in every refpe@ the higheft of all rulers. Thefe they attack,
perfuading them by flattering words and {pecious enchantments, (accordxng
to the rumours of the wicked,) that it is Jawful for them to ufurp an unjuft
authority among men, without any difagreeable confequences to themfelves,
This fault, which we denominate. prerogative, is called, in flethly bodies,
difeafe ;. in the {eafons of the year, peftilence ; and in cities and polities, by
changing the word, injuftice.

Crin. Entirely fo.

GuesT. According to this reafoning, therefore, it is neceflary to fay, that
he who afferts that the Gods always pardon unjuft men, when a part of their
unjuft acquifitions is offered to them, afferts at the fame time that they
are like dogs, to whom wolves give a fmall portion of their rapine, and who,
becoming mild by gifts, permit them to plunder the herds. Is not this the
affertion of thofe who coufider the Gods as eafily appeafcd !

Crin. It is. i

Guest. But will not he be the moft ridiculous of all men, who affimilates
the Gods to any of the above-mentioned guardians? Shall we fay, theres
fore, that they refemble pilots, who giving themfelves up to the libation of

wine, and the odour-of fleth, deftroy both the fhips and the failors ? 0
CLiv.
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CLiN. By no means.

GuesT. But neither do they refemble charioteers, who, when orderly
arranged in the courfe, through being corrupted by gxfts, yield the viory
to thc two-yoked cars of theu‘ opponents, -

CriN. For fuch an affertion produces a dire image.

GuesT. But neither do they refemble the commanders of an army, nor
phyficians, nor hufbandmen, nor fhepherds, nor certain dogs feduced by
wolves.

CrLiN. Prophefy better things. For how is it poffible they can refemble
any of thefe? )

GuesT. But are not all the Gods the greateft of all guardians, and guardians
of the greateft affairs ?

Crin. Very much fo.

GuEest. Shall we fay, then, that thofe who are the guardians of the moft
beautiful things, and who, as guardians, are tranfcendent in virtue, are
worfe than dogs, and men of a moderate charater, who never betray juftice
by receiving in an unholy manner gifts from unjuft men?

CLiN. By no means; for fuch an affertion is not to be borne. And he
who entertains fuch an opinion may moft juftly be confidered as the worft
and moft impious of men.

GuesT. We may fay, then, that we have fufficiently demonftrated the three
things which we propofed to evince, viz. that there are Gods ; that they
take care of all things; and that they are not in any refpeét to be moved by
gifts, contrary to what is juft.

Crin. Undoubtedly 5 and we affent to thefe reafons.

Guest. And befides this, in a certain refpe@ we have fpoken more vehe-
mently, through the contention of vicious men. But, O friend Clinias, we
have employed a difcourfe of a contentious nature, left our adverfaries, think-
ing that they had vanquifhed, thould imagine they had a licenfe to do what-
ever they pleafed, conformably to their conceptions refpe@ing the Gods.
Through an earneft defire of preventing this, we have {poken in a more novel
manner. But if, during this thort time, we have offered any thing calculated
to perfuade thefe men that they thould hate themfelves, and embrace contrary
manners, the exordium of our laws refpeting impiety will have been beauti-
fully delivered.

“OL. 11, 2T CriN,
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CLIN. Let us hope that this will be the cafe; but if it fhould not, the
legiflator is not to be accufed for this kind of difcourfe.

GuesT. After the preface, therefore, the difcourfe which is the interpretes
of the laws will properly follow, proclaiming to all impious perfons, that
they muft depart from their depraved manners, and betake themfelves to
fuch as are pious. But for thofe who will not be perfuaded by thefe argu-
ments, let the following law of impiety be eftablifhed :—If any one fpeaks
or a&s impioufly, let any one who is prefent defend the caufe of piety, and
give information to the magiftrates of the affair: and thofe magiftrates that
are firft made acquainted with it, fhall bring the offender before the court
of juftice appointed by law for the determination of fuch cafes. But if any
magiftrate, on hearing the affair, does not a& in this manner, let him be
accufed of impiety by any one who is willing to punifh him, for the fake of
the laws. And if any one is condemned, let the court of juftice punifh him for
the feveral impieties he has committed. Let bonds, then, be the punithment
of all impious condu@. And let there be three prifons in the city: one com-
mon for moft crimes about the forum, for the fake of fecuring a multitude
of perfons ; another fituated about the place where a noéturnal affembly is
held, and which is to be denominated the prifon for the corre&ion of man-
ners; and a third in the middle of the region, and in that part which is
moft folitary and ruttic, calling it by the name of the prifon of punithment.
With refpé& to impiety, there are three caufes of it, as we have alrcady
mentioned ; and fince two things take place from each of fuch-like caufes,
there will be fix genera of crimes againft the Gods, which require neither
an equal nor a fimilar punithment. For fome, who though they do not in
any refpe@ believe there are Gods, yet, from naturally poflefling a juft dif-
pofition, hate the vicious, and, through being indignant with injuftice,
neither commit unjuft ations themfelves, nor affociate with, but avoid,
unjuft men, and love the jult. But others, befides the opinion that all things
are deftitute of the Gods, fall into incontinence of pleafures and pains, at
the fame time poflefling ftrong memories and acutenefs with refpect to
difciplines. The opinion that there are no Gods, is a paffion common to
both thefe ; but they differ in this, that the one is the caufe of lefs, and the
other of more, evil than other men. The one of thefe fpeaks with the

greateft freedom concerning the Gods, facrifices and oaths; and, as he ridi-
cules
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cules others, will perhaps render others like himfelf, unlefs he is punifhed.
But the other who is of the fame opinion, is confidered by the vulgar as
ingenious, and is full of fraud and ftratagem. From thefe chara&ters many
diviners are produced, and fuch as are excited to every kind of incantation.
Sometimes, too, from thefe tyrants, public {fpeakers, and commanders of
armies, are formed ; and thofe who in their private myfteries a& infidioufly,
and deceive men by fophiftical devices. Of thefe, indeed, there are many
fpecies; but two of them deferve the eftablithment of laws: of which the
ironic produces crimes that deferve more than one or two deaths ; but the
other requires admonition and bonds. 1Ina fimilar manner, too, the opinion -
that the Gods are negligent, produces two charafters ; and the opinion that
they are eafily appeafed, another two. Since, therefore, the impious are
thus diftinguithed, thofe who become fuch through folly, without a vicious
difpofition and corrupt manners, the judge fhall confine in the prifon for cor-
reftion, for not lefs than five years. But, during this time, let no one of
the citizens converfe with them, except thofe that participate of the noc-
turnal affembly, who affociate for the purpofe of admonithing and procur-
ing fafety to the foul. When the period arrives that they are to be liberated
from their bonds, if any one among them fhall appear to be more modeft in
his manners, let him dwell together with the modeft; but if it appears that
he is not, and he is again condemned for the fame crime, let him be
punithed with death.  With refpe& to fuch as, in addition to their believing
that there are no Gods, or that they are negligent, or eafily appeafed, are
of a favage difpofition, defpifing’mankind, alluring the fouls of many while
living, and afferting that they can allure the fouls of the dead; likewife,
pretending that they can perfuade the Gods by facrifices, prayers, and incan-
tions, and cndeavouring by thefe means to deftroy private perfons, whole
families, and cities, for the fake of their riches,—among fuch as thefe,
whoever fhall be condemned, let him be fettered in the prifon which is in
the middle of the region, and let no free-born perfon be ever allowed to
vifit him, but let the food appointed for him by the guardians of the laws
be brought to him by fervants. But, when he dies, let him be hurled beyond
the boundaries of the region, and left without a tomb. And, if any free-
born perfon fhall bury him, let him fuftain the punifhment of impiety by any
one who is willing to inflict it.  If he leaves behind him children fufficient for
2T 2 the



324 THE LAWS.

the purpofes of the city, let the guardians of orphans take no lefs care of thefe
than of others, and from the very day on which their father was condemned.
But it is proper that a common law fhould be eftablifhed for all thefe, which
may caufe the multitude to behave lefs impioufly towards the Gods, both in
word and deed, and may render them lefs void of intelle&t, through not per-
mitting them to make innovations in facred concerns. Let the following
law, then, be fimply eftablithed for all of them :—No one fhall have a temple
in any private houfe. But when any one intends to facrifice, let him go to
public buildings raifed for this purpofe, and prefent his offerings to thofe
priefts and priefteffes who take care of thefe particulars in a pure and holy
manner. Here let him pray, together with thefe, and any other who is
willing to join him in prayer. Let thefe things be adopted, becaufe it is
not eafy to eftablith temples and ftatues of the Gods ; but to effect a thing
of this kind properly, is the work of a mighty dianogtic power. But it is
ufual, with women particularly, and all fuch as are imbecile, or in danger,
or want, or, on the contrary, when they receive an abundance of any thing,
always to confecrate that which is prefent, vow facrifices, and promife ftatues
to the Gods, demons, and the fons of the Gods; being terrified by fpe@res
when awake, and, in a fimilar manuer, recolle€ting mauny vifions in dreams;
for all which they endeavour to obtain remedies, and for this purpofe fill all
the pure places in houfes and ftreets with altars and temples. For the fake
of all thefe particulars, it is requifite that the law we have juft mentioned
thould be eftablifhed ; and befides this, for the fake of the impious, left they,
fraudulently ufurping thefe in their a&ions, and raifing temples and altars
in private houfes, thould think to make the Gods propitious by facrifices and
prayers; thus infinitely increafing their injuftice, and provoking the indig-
nation of the Gods, both againft themfelves, and thofc that permitted them
to a& in this manner, though men of a better chara&er. For by this means
the whole city becomes fubje&t to the punithment of impiety, and, in a
certain ‘refped, juftly. Divinity, indeed, does not blame the legiflator ; for
the law eftablithed by him fays, that no one fhall poflefs temples of the
Gods in private houfes. But if it fhall appear that any one poffeffes tem-
ples, and performs orgies in any other places than fuch as are public, he who
dete&@s him thall announce the affair to the guardians of the laws. And if

fuch a one, whether a man or a woman, fhall be found not to have com-
mitted
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mitted any great or impious crimes, he fhall be obliged to carry his private
facred concerns to public temples: and if he does not immediately comply
with the law, let him be fined till he does. But, if any one a&ing impioufly
thall appear to have committed, not the impious deed of boys, but of im-
pious men, whether by facrificing to the Gods in private or in public temples,
let him be condemned to death, as one who has facrificed impurely. How-
ever, the guardians of the laws muft judge whether his impiety is puerile or
not, and thus, when he is brought before a court of juftice, muft infli¢t on
him the punithment of impiety.

THE END OF THE TENTH BOOK.

THE
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BOOK XI

IT now remains that we fhould fpeak of mutual compals, and the order
which they ought to receive. But a thing of this kind is, in a certain refpe&,
fimple. I mean, that no one fhall touch my property, nor move the leaft
thing belonging to me, without my confent. And I, if I am endued with a
found mind, fhall aé in the fame manner with refpe@ to the property of
others. In the fitft place, then, we thall fpeak about fuch treafures, as fome
one may depofit both for himfelf and thofe belonging to him, who is not
defcended from my parents, and which I thould never pray that I might find,
nor, if 1did find, fhould move, nor be induced to partake of, by thofe who
are called diviners. For I fhould never be {fo much benefited by the poffeffion
of riches, when obtained after this manner, as I thould excel in the virtue of
the foul, and in juftice, by not receiving them. For thus I thould acquire
one pofleffion inftead of another, a better in that which is better ; preferring
the prior poffeffion of juftice in the foul, to wealth. For it is well faid of
many particulars, that things immovable fhould not be moved ; and it may
be faid of this, as being one of them. It is likewife proper to be perfuaded
by what is commonly afferted about thefe things, that fuch particulars do not
contribute to the procreation of children. But he who takes no care of
children, and negle@s the legiflator, and, therefore, takes away that which
neither he nor his grandfather depofited, fuch a one corrupts the moft beau-
tiful and fimple law, which was eftablifhed by a man by no means ignoble,
and which fays, You fhall not take away that which you have not depofited.
What then ought he to fuffer, who defpifes thefe two legiflators, and who
takes away that which he did not himfelf depofit, and which is not a {inall

4 affair,
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affair, but a mighty treafure? Divinity, indeed, knows what punifhment he
ought to fuffer from the Gods. But let us declare what he ought to fuffer
from men. Let him who firft perceives him, give information of the affair :—
if it happens in the city, to the ®diles ; if in the forum, to the prefels of the
markets; and, if in any other part of the region, to thofe that take care of
the land, and the governors of thefe. When the affair becomes apparent,
let the city fend to Delphi, and let what the God determines, both refpecing
the money and him that has moved it, be performed by the city conformable
to the oracle. And if he who gives the information is free-born, let him be
confidered as a virtuous chara&er ; but, if he does not give information, as a
vicious character. If he who reveals the affair is a flave, it will be proper
that he thould be made free by the city, and that the city thould pay his
matfter the price of his manumiffion ; but, if he does not reveal it, let him be
punithed with death. Let a fimilar law follow this, refpeting things fmall
and great. [f a man leaves any property, whether willingly or unwillingly,
let him who may happen to meet with it fuffer it to remain; confidering
that the demon who prefides over roads defends things of this kind, which
are dedicated to Divinity by law. When any one, being unperfuaded by this
law, takes away fuch property to his own houfe, if he is but of little worth,.
being a flave, let him receive many lathes with a whip, from any one nat
lefs than thirty years of age who may happen to mect him. But, if he is
free-born, befides being confidered as illiberal, and void of law, let him pay
as a fine ten times the worth of what he took away to its proper owner.
When any one accufes another of holding his property, whether it be much
or little, and the perfon who detains it acknowledges that it is in his pot=
“feflion, but denies that it is his who demands it,—if a written account of the
affair is given to the magiftrates according to law, he who detains it thall be
called before a magiftrate,and if it thail appear to be the property of the accufer,.
it thall be reftored to him.  But it it thall be found to belong to neither, but
to fome abfent perfon, if its poffellor will not engage to reftore it to the
abfent perfon, let him be compelled to depofit it. 1t a written account of
the affair is not given to the magittrates, Iet the property be depofited with
the three oldeft magiftrates till fentence is paffed.  Aud, if the fubject of
difpute is an animal, Jet him who upon trial is caft, pay the magiftrates the
zxpenfe of its kecping; but let the affair be decided by the magiltrates
: within
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within the fpace of three days, If any one leads away another as a flave,
who is going to be manumitted, let him who leads him be difmiffed ; but
he who is thus led away, if he can procure three refpe@able bondsmen, fhall
be confidered as free; but otherwife not. But if any one is led away in
any other manner, let him by whom he is thus led be obnoxious to the
charge of ufing violence, and be condemned to reftore double the lofs to the
perfon led away. Every one, too, may be permitted to lead away his free-
man, if he is not ferved by him, or not fufficiently. The attention, how-
ever, which fuch a one ought to pay his mafter confifts, in the firft place, in
going thrice every month to his mafter’s houfe, and announcing that he is
prepared to do whatever is juft, and in his power ; and, in the fecond place,
that he may perform, with refpe¢t to matrimony, whatever fhall appear re-
quifite to his mafter. But it fhall not be lawful for him to poflefs greater
wealth than the perfon by whorh he was liberated : but, if he does poflefs
more, let the excefs be given to his mafter. Let a freed perfon not remain
in the city more than twenty years, but, in the fame manner as ftrangers, let
him after this period depart, taking with him the whole of his property, unlefs
he can perfuade the magiftrates and his liberator to the contrary. But if the
pofleflions of a freed perfon, or of any other ftranger, exceed thofe of the third
eftate, let him, on the thirtieth day after this has been difcovered to be the cafe,
take his property and depart ; and let him not, though he fhould requett it, be
permitted by the magiftrates to ftay any longer. Let him who difobeys
this law be brought before a court of juftice ; when condemned, be punithed
with death 5 and let his riches become public property. Let the judges of
the tribes take cognizance of thefe cafes, unlefs the litigants have previoully
fettled the affair among themfelves by means of their neighbours or arbitra-
tors. Ifanyone afferts that a certain animal, or any thing elfe, is his own
property, let him who poffefles it take it either to the feller, or to him who
properly and juftly gave it, or who after fome other manner delivered it of
his own authority. And let it remain with a citizen, or an inhabitant of
the citv, for thirty days, but with a ftranger for five months, fo that the
middle of thefe may be that month in which the fun is turned from the
fummer to the winter tropic. Let whatever one perfon changes with
another through buying or felling, be exchanged in a place appointed for
each in the forum, and let every thing pertaining to buying and felling bz

tranfacted
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be tranfa@ed in this place, and no where elfe. Likewife, let there be no delay
either in buying or felling. But, if the commutation is made in other places,
let no judgment according to law be paffed upon it.  With refpe& to feafts,
in which every man pays his own fhare, if any difference fhould arife in
fettling the payment of the fhares, let the parties fo tranfaét with each other
as about a thing which is not noticed by the courts of juftice. Let a feller,
who reccives no lefs than fifty drachms as the price of his commodity, be
obliged to wait ten days in, the city, and let the buyer know the place of his
abode; and this for the fake of thofe complaints and legitimate abate-
ments which ufually happen about things of this kind. But let lawful and
unlawful abatements take place as follows: When any one fells a flave who
labours under a confumption, or the ftone, or the ftrangury, or that which
is called the facred difeafe, or any other difeafe which is immanifeft to many,
is of long. continuance and difficult to cure, whcther of the body or mind,
if a phyfician or a mafter of gymnaftic buys him, no abatement fhall be
made; nor yet when the feller inforins the buyer of the true condition of
the article of fale. But if an artift fells to an ignorant perfon any thing of
this kind, the buyer thall be permitted to return the perfon bought by him,
who labours under any difeafe but the facred, within fix months: but if he
labours under this difeafe, he thall be permitted to return him within a year.
Affairs of this kind fhall be decided by phyficians chofen by the common
confent of the litigants. He who in thefe cafes is condemned, fhall pay to
the buyer double the price for which he fold him. But if one ignorant
perfon fells any thing to another, let the return and judgment be made in
the fame manner as was mentioned above ; and let him who is condemned
pay a fimple fine. If any one fells a homicide to another, if the tranfation
takes place between two fkilful perfous, let no return be made; but if
between a fkilful and ignorant perfon, let a return then be made when the
buyer perceives the cafe. But let the affair be decided by the five youngeft
guardians of the laws. If it fhall appear that the feller was not ignorant
that the perfon he fold was a homicide, let the houfe of the buyer be puri-
fied according to the law of the interpreters, and let the fcller pay him triple
the price of the homicide. Let him who changes money for money, or for
animals, or any thing elfe, give and receive every thing unadulterated,
agreeably to the injunctions of law. About the whole of this vice, how-
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ever, it is requifite to lay down a preface, in the fame manner as in other laws.
Every man, indeed, ought to confider adulteration, lying, and deception, as
forming one genus, about which it is ufual for the multitude to fay, though
wvery erroneoufly, that when each of thefe is opportunely adopted, the refult is
frequently proper. But as they leave the occafion, the where, and the when,
diforderly and indefinitely, they often by this affertion both injure themfelves
and others. The legiflator, however, fhould not fuffer this indefinite to be
unnoticed, but greater or lefler boundaries ought always to be clearly deter-
mined. Let them, therefore, now be determined. Let no one tell a lie,
or deceive, or adulterate any thing, calling at the {fame time on the Gods,
anlefs he is defirous of becoming odious to Divinity. This, however, will be
the cafe with him, in the firft place, who, {wearing falfely, defpifes the Gods ;
and, in the fecond place, with him who fpeaks falfely before thofe that are
better than himfelf. But the good are more excellent than the bad, and, in
thort, the elder than the younger. On this account, parents are hetter than
their offspring, men than women and children, and governors than the go-
verned. Al thefe ought to be reverenced in every government, and efpe-
cially in political governments, for the fake of which we have engaged in
the prefent difcufion. For he who adulterates any thing in the forum,
dies and deceives, and, calling on the Gods, {wears falfely betore the guar-
dians of the forum, and violates their laws, neither fearing men, nor reve-
rencing the Gods. To be careful, indeed, not to contaminate the names
of the Gods, is in every refpeét beautiful ; for they ought not to be ufed in
common like other names, but every thing pertaining to the Gods fhould be
preferved ina pure and holy manner. Let the following law, therefore, be
eftablifhed for thofe who will not be perfuaded to a& in this manner :—He
who fells any thing in the forum fhall not be fuffered to fix two prices to
any article ; but when be has fixed a fimple price, if he does not fell it, he
fhall take it away, and be allowed to bring it back again on the famec day,
without valuing it at a higher price than before. Let praife, and taking
an oath, never be employed in felling. And if any onc is difobedicut to
this law, any citizen, not lefs than thirty years of age, who deteds him in
twearing, fhall ftrike him with impunity ; and if he negleéts to do this, let
him be confidered as a betrayer of the laws. But let him who deteéts any
one felling an adulterated article, and incapable of being perfuaded by what

4 we
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we have now faid, expofe the fraud of fuch a one, if he is able, before a
magiftrate ; and let a flave, or an inhabitant, bring with him the adulterated
1rtxdc. Leta cmz,en, who negle@s to accufe fuch a one, be pronounced
a bad man, asone who defrauds the Gods: but, if he accufes him, let him
dedicate the adulterated article to the Gods who prefide over the forum. Let
him who openly fells things of this kind, befides being deprived of the
adulterated article, receive publicly as many lathes with a whip as there are
drachms in the fum for which he fold the article; a cryer at the fame time
proclaiming in the forum the caufe of his being whipped. Let the prefeéts
of the markets, and the guardians of the laws, endeavour to detet all the
adulterations and evil praltices of the fellers, by making inquiry of men
fkilled in vendible articles, and caufe to be written on a pillar before the
forum what a feller ought to do, and what not, fo that men of this kind
may clearly know how to aét according to law in difpofing of their refpec-
tive articles.  As to the particulars relating to the @diles, we have fpoken
of thefe fufficiently above. But if it thould appear that any thing is wanting
to thefe, let them fupply the deficiency by communicating with the guar«
dians of the laws, and afterwards let them write their firft and fecond legal
inftitutions on a pillar.

After adulteration it follows that we fhould {peak of cauponation *. But
about the whole of this we fhall firft of all give our advice, and the reafons
Hr fuch advice, and afterwards eftablith a law refpe@ing it.- For all cau-

nation in a city does not fubfift for the fake of injuring the city, but natu-
ally for the fake of the contrary. For how is it poffible that he fhould not
benefit the city who caufes money, from being poflefled in an incommen-
furate and anomalous manner, to be poflefled equably, and with commen-
furation ? Tt is requifitc to fay, that the power of money, the merchant, the
mercenary charater, and the inn-keeper, will accomplifh this for us. For
thefe, and others of this kind, whether they aét in a more becoming or a
more bafe manner, endeavour to fupply the indigence of others, and render
pofleflions equal.  But let us confider the reafon why this appears neither
beautiful nor becoming,v and why it is calumniated; that though we may -
not procure a remedy for the whole by law, yet we may for a part,

' The keeping an inn or vi&ualling-houfe.
20 2 Crin.
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Crin. This affair, as it appears, is of no trifling nature, and requires no
fmall degree of virtue.

Guest. How do you fay, O friend Clinias? A finall part of mankind
naturally, and who are educated in the beft manner, are able, when they
are in want, or influenced by the defire of certain things, to condué them-
felves with moderation, and, when they have it in their power to acquire
great wealth, bebave foberly, and prefer moderation to excefs. But the
vulgar conduét themfelves in a manner perfeftly contrary to thefe. For
they defire without meafure ; and when it is permitted them to become
moderately, they choofe to become immenfely rich. Qn this account, all
fuch as are converfant with cauponation and merchandize are calumniated,
and fubjeét to thameful difgrace. For, if any one (which never did take
place, nor ever willj fhould compel (thaugh indeed it is ridiculous to men-
tion it) the beft of men to keep an inn for a certain time, or viGualling-
houfe, or do any thing of this kind ; or if certain moft excellent women,
through the neceffity of fate, thould engage in fuch employments, we fhould
know that they were honeft and laudable, and that, when they are conduéted
according to uncorrupt reafon, all fuch charaé&ers as thefe thould be honoured
as fuftaining the part of mothers and nurfes. But now, fince inus and
vi&tualling-houfes are raifed in folitary places, and at a great diftance from
cities, they ferve as places of fhelter for thofe that are caught in a ftorm,
and afford a cool retreat to thofe that are oppreffed with heat. They do not,
however, difmifs thofc that take refuge in them like friends, with hofpitable
gifts, but cruelly compel them to ranfom themfelves, as if they were enemies
and captives, and plunder them of all their poffeffions. Thefe, and other
bafe actions of this kind, fubje& thofe employments to calumny which are
calculated to affift the indigent. A legiflator, therefore, ought always ta
devife a remedy for thefe. For it is a true and antient faying, that it is
difficult to fight againft two things, as is evident in difeafes, and many other
particulars.  And in the prefent cafe, indeed, there is an oppofition againft
two things, poverty and riches ; the latter of which corrupt the foul of men
through luxury, and the former leads them through pain to impudence..
What remedy, therefore, can be devifed for this difeafe in a polity endued
with intelle@? In the firft place, we muft endeavour to the utmoft, that
it may ufe cauponation in the {malleft degree; and, in the next place, we
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muft affign cauponation to thofe men whofe marnners, when corrupt, will
be no great peft to the city; and, in the third place, fome method muft be
devifed by which the fouls of thefe men may not eafily be filled with impu-
dence and illiberality. But, after what has now been faid, a certain law re-
fpecting thefe things prefents itfelf to us, with good fortune. The city of the
Magnefians, which Divinity firft raifed, is by Divinity again inhabited.
Among thefe there is a law, that no hufbandmen who belong to the forty-
five thoufand houfes fhall either voluntarily or involuntarily be an inn-keeper
er a merchant, or att in the capacity of a fervant to any private perfon,
unlefs that perfon becomes in his turn a fervant to him ; a father and mother,
with their progenitors, all his elders, and fuch as being free live in an inde-
pendent manner, being excepted. It is not, however, eafy to determine by
law who is free, or the contrary; yet fuch as thefe are diftinguifhed from
the nobles by the hatred and love which they bear towards them. But let
him who through a certain art is engaged in illiberal cauponation be accufed
before thofe who hold the firft rank in virtue, by any one that is willing, as '
a difgrace to his family. And if it thall appear that he has defiled his pater-
nal houfe by any unworthy employment, let him, after having been fettered
for a year, abftain from fuch employment. If; after this, he engages in it
again, let him be fettered for two years. And let him always be confined
in bonds as often as he is dete@ed, twice as long as the preceding time. But
a fecond law orders that all fuch as are not citizens, together with foreigners,
fhall exercife cauponation. And a third law ordains, that the foreigner or
inhabitant who engages in this art, thall either be a moft excellent chara@er,
or vicious in the f{malleft degree. It is proper, likewife, that the guardians
of the law thould confider that they are not only guardians of thofe who are
eafily prevented from alting in an illegal and vicious manner, viz. thofe who
are well-born and educated ; but that they are much more guardians of
thofe who are different from thefe, and who engage in employments by
which they are ftrongly impelled to improbity. Since, however, caupona-
tion is abundantly various, the guardians of the laws fhould aflemble toge-
ther with thofe that are fkilled in the feveral fpecies of it; and, as we ob-
ferved a little before concerning adulteration, which is allied to this art,
they fhould, in the firft place, eftablifh fuch things as apppear neceffary to
the city.. Afterwards, having inquired into the coft and emolument attend-
ing
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ing this art, they fhould attend to the moderate gain refulting from it, and
eftablith its expenfes and emoluments. And fome particulars thould be
attended to by the prafects of the markets, others by the =diles, and others
by the praefefts of the land. After this manner nearly will cauponation be
advantageous to every one, and injure thofe by whom it is exercifed in the
city in the fimalleft degree. The genus of artificers is facred to Vulcan and
Minerva, who furnith our lives by their arts. But thofe individuals are
facred to Mars and Minerva who preferve the works of artificers by other
arts of an affiftant and defenfive nature. The genus of thefe is, indeed,
juftly facred to thefe Gods: and all thefe providentially take care of the
region and people. Some of them, too, prefide over warlike contefts ; but
others effect the generation of inftruments, and works for hire. Reveren-
cing, therefore, the Gods that are the authors of thefe arts, it will not be
proper to decetve them, by lying about things of this kind. If any artificer
does not complete his work in a prefixed time, through a vicious difpofition,
but, paying no reverence to the divinity who is the giver of life, through a
blindnefs of -intelle@, thinks that his kindred God will pardon him, fuch a
one, in the firft place, will be punithed by the God himfelf; and, in the
fecond place, let it be eftablithed by law, that he thall be fined the worth of
the work which he has not finithed in the proper time, and that, beginning
again, he thall complete it in the time firft agreed upon. Let the fame law too
confult for the artificer as for the feller of vendible articles. ILet care be
takén, therefore, that he does not afk more than the worth of his work, but
let his demand be moft fimple, and accommodated to its worth. For an
artift knows the worth of his work. In cities, therefore, confifting of free
men, it is not proper that an artift fhould endeavour to deceive the fimple
by art, which is naturally clear and void of falfehood. Hence, when this
is the cafe, the injurer thall make a proper recompenfe to the injured perfon.
If any one, in paying an artift for his work, doeg not pay him according to
the agreement, defpifing Jupiter the guardian of the city, and Minerva who
communicates with the polity, and, being influenced by a little gain, diffolves
mighty communions ; in this cafe, let the law affift the union of the city, in
conjunétion with the Gods, Let him, therefore, who, having ordered a work
to be executed for him, does not pay for it in the appointed time, be fined

double the price agreed upon. And let judgment be pafled on things of this
' kind



THE LAWS, 335

kind in the courts of juftice belonging to the tribes. As we have, however,
made mention of artificers, and as commanders of armies and military arts
are artificers of fafety to a city, it is but juft that we thould alfo fpeak of
thefe. If, therefore, any one of thefe undertakes any public work, whether
voluntarily or from command, and executes it in a becoming manner, let
the law confer upon him the honour of unceafing praife, which is the re-
ward of warlike men. But the law may be juftly blamed which does not
reward him who condu@s himfclf well in military affairs.  Let the follow-
ing law, therefore, be eftablithed for thefe, mingled with praife, and which
does not compel, but confults the multitude of the citizens: that fuch good
men fhall be honoured in the fecond place, as have been faviours of the
whole city, whether by their valour, or by warlike devices; for the firft
honour muft be given to thofe who have been remarkably obedient to
the written laws of good legiflators. \We have, therefore, now nearly
fpoken fufficiently of the greateft compaéls among men, except thofe per-
taining to orphans, and the guardians of orphans, It is, therefore, neceffary
in the next place to fpeak of thefe. The beginning of all thefe is the defire
of the teftator, and the fortune of thofe that make no will. I have faid it
is neceflary to fpeak of thefe, O Clinias, in confequence of looking to the
difficulty refpe@ing them: for it is not poffible to leave them in a difordered
manner. For teftators would defire many things differing from each other,
and contrary to the laws, to the manuers of the living, and to their an-
ceftors, if any one fhould fimply give them permiffion to make their wills
in whatever marner they pleated, and (hould ordain, that every will made
near the end of life fhall be propurly cxecuted.  For moft men, when they
confider themitlves asabout to die, arc afivéted with ftupidity and remifinets.

Crix. Wiat induces you to fav this, O yucft?

GuEsT. A man when about to die, O Clinmas, 13 morofe, and is full of
fuch language as is terrible to legiflators, and difficult for them to endure.

Crin. How fo?

GuusT. Defiring to be the lord of all things, it is ufual for him to fpeak
with anger.

Crin. What does he fay at this time !

GuesT. It is a dire thing, favs he, O Gods, if it is not permitted me to
leave my property in whatever manner [ pleafe, and to bequeath fome more,

and
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and others lefs, according as they were evidently well or ill affe@ted towards
me in my difeafes, in my old age, and in other all-various fortunes.

CriN. Does he not therefore, O gueft, appear to you to fpeak well ?

GussT. Aptient legiflators, O Clinias, appear to me to have been efte-
minate, and to have looked to a trifling part of human affairs in the cfta-
blithment of laws.

CriN. How do you fay?

Guest. That, being terrified at this language of the dying man, they
made a law, that every one thould be permitted to make his will as he
pleafed. But both you and I could anfwer the dying in your city in a more
elegant maaner.

CLiN. How?

Guest: O friends, (we fhould fay) who have but a fhort time to live, it
is difficult for you to know your affairs, and likewife to know yourfelves,
according to the infcription of the Delphic temple. I, therefore, being a
legiflator, confider that neither yourfelves, nor thefe pofleffions, are your
own, but that they belong to the whole of your race, both paft and to come,
and that both the whole of your race and pofleffions, by a much greater
priority, belong to the city. This being the cafe, if any one, through flat-
tery, either when you are difeafed, or in your old age, thould perfuade you
to make your will in an improper mauner, 1 fhould not admit fuch a will
to be voluntarily made. But, looking to that which is beft both for the whole
city, and the whole of your race, I fhall eftablith laws in fuch a manner as
that the advantage of individuals may give way, as it is fit it thould, to
that of the public. Do you, therefore, be mild and benevolent towards
us, as human nature requires you fhould. It will be our part to take care
to the utmoft of our power of every thing belonging to you, and not in a
partial manner, by negleiting fome things and attending to others. Let this
then, O Clinias, be the confolation which we addrefs in a préfatory man-
ner to the living and the dead. But let the law be as follows :—Let him
who makes a will, and has children, in the firft place appoint that child his
heir whom he thinks moft deferving. And, in the next place, let him
fignify which of his children he choofes to confign over to the care of
another perfon. If any one of his children fhall remain without an here-
ditary portion,  and there is reafon to expect that this child will be fent into

a colony
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a colony according to law, let the father be permitted to leave him from
his other poffeflions as much as he pleafes, except the paternal allotment,
and every thing pertaining to it. But if there are many children thus cir-
cumftanced, let the father bequeath them, as he pleafes, whatever remains
beyond the allotment. However, if any one of thefe poffefles a houfe, let
him not leave fuch a one any money. In like manner, let him not be-
queath a daughter any thing if fhe is betrothed to a manj but let him
bequeath her fomething if fhe is not betrothed. If any allotment in the
region belonging to fons or daughters fhall be found after the will has beeri
made, let it be left to the heir of the perfon that made the will. If the
teftator has no fons, but daughters, let him fignify in writing what men he
would with as hufbands for his daughters, and as fons for himfelf. And if
the fon of any one, whether natural or adopted, happens to die before he
has arrived at manhood, let the teftator mention this circumftance in the
will, and fignify who he wifhes fhould be his fon in his ftead, with more
aufpicious fortune. If any one who has no children makes a will, let him
be permitted to leave the tenth part of his poffeffions, beyond the allotment,
to any one that he pleafes. Let him bequeath all the reft benignantly,
without blame, and according to law, to the fon whom he adopts. If the
children of any dying perfon require tutors, and the father in his will has
mentioned thoiz whom he wifhes to undertake this office, let fuch perfons
enter on this employment according to his with, if it is agreeable to them,
But, if fuch a cue has either died inteftate, or has not mentioned the tutors
in his will, lct the next of kin undertake this office,—two on the father’s
fide, two on that of the mother, and one from among the friends of the
deceafed. In this cafe, too, let the guardians of the law appoint the tutors.
And let the whole care pertaining to orphans devolve on fifteen of the guar-
dians of the laws that are older than the reft. And this number being
divided into three parts, let three of them every year undertake this office,
till the five periods are accomplithed in a circle. Let the greateft care
likewife be taken that this mode may never. fail. If any one dies inteftate,
and leaves behind him children that require a guérdian, let them be provided
for by the fame laws. But if any one dies unexpeétedly, and leaves behind
him daughters, let him pardon the legiflator if he difpofes of his daughters
in confequence of looking to two things, viz. proximity of race, and the

¥OL. I1. 2 X prefervation
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Preﬁ;rvatnon of the allotment. The third thing which a father ought to
attend to is, the choofing a proper fon for hlm(elf and a hufband for his
daughter : but this he omits, becaufe the confideration of it belongs to im-
poffibilities. Let the {ouowmc law, therefore be cftablithed about things
of this kind :—If any one, dying inteftate, leaves behind him daughters, let
the brother on the father’s or mother’s fide, if he is without an allotment,

take care both of the daughter and the allotment of the deccafed. But, if
his brother is not living, let his brother’s fon undertake this office, if his age
is fufficient for the purpofe. If no one of thefe furvives, let the charge
devolve on the fon of his fifter; and let the fourth after thefe be his father’s
brother ; the fifth, the fon of this brother; and the fixth, the fon of his
father’s fifter. Let a fimilar procefs be always adopted when a man leaves
behind him daughters, viz. through brothers and coufins ; firft, the males,
and afterwards the females, in the {fame family. But let the judge determine
the fitnefs or unfitnefs of the time of marriages, by looking at the males
naked, and at the females naked, as far as to the navel. If there is a want
of kindred, as far as to the fons of brothers and grandfathers, whatever
citizen the girl thall choofe, with the confent of her tutors, fhall become
t}le heir of the deceafed, and the hufband of his daughter. Further ftill, if
there (honld happen to he but few inhabitants in the city, and the virgin
fhould wifh to make fome one who js fent into a colony her father’s heir,
let this perfon, if he belongs to her family, praceed to the allotment accord-
ing to the order of law. But if he is a citizen, but not related to her, let
him marry her if he pleafes, according to her own choice, and that of her
guardians ; and, returning home, let him take pofleffion of the hereditary
cftate. If any one dies inteftate, and without children, cither of the male
or female fex, let other particulars take place according to the above-men-
tioned law, but let the males and females of the family enter as kindred the
defolate houfe, as thofe to whom the allotment properly belongs. In the
firft place, let the fifter enter; afterwards the daughter of the brother; in
the third place, the daughter of the fifter; in the fourth place, the fifter of
the father ; in the fifth place, the daughter of the father’s brother; and, in
the fixth place, the daughter of the father’s fifter. Let thefe live together
with thofe according to proximity and what is right, in the manner we havc
eftablithed above. But let not the wcighty nature of laws of this kind efcupe

6 us,
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us, and let us not be infenfible to the difficulty of drderiug a relation of a
deceafed perfon to marry a relation.  For he who introduces fuch a law as
this, docs not appear to confider that ten thoufand impediments may arife
refpeting mandates of this kind, fo as to render perfuafion to a compliance
with them ineffe®ual. For many had rather fuffer any thing than marry a
perfon whofe body is either difeafed or maimed, and whofe dianoétic part is
not in a found ftate. The legiflator, therefore, will, perhaps, appear to
fome, though improperly, to pay no attention to thefe. Let this, then, be
as it were a common preface, both for the legiflator, and thofe that are
governed by his laws. ‘Thofe, indeed, for whom laws are made, ought to
pardon the legiflator, becaufe, while he is taking care of public concerns, he
cannot at the fame time attend to private calamities. We fhould alfo pardon
thofe for whom laws are made, if they are fometimes incapable of perfely
complying with the mandates of the legiflator, through his ignorance of pri-
vate calamities,

Crin. In what manner then, O gueft, will it be moft proper to a& i m
this cafe?

GuEesT. Arbiters, O Clinias, muft neceffarily be chofen for laws of this
kind, and for thofe that are governed by them. ) e

Crin. How do you fay?

Guesr. It will fometimes happen, that a rich young man given to luxury
will be unwilling to marry the daughter of his father’s brother, though rich,
in confequence of afpiring after a greater marriage ; and fometimes he will
neceffarily be unwilling to comply with the law which forces him to marry
a girl who is difordered either in body or mind, confidering this as the
greateft of all calamities. Let, therefore, the following law refpeting
thefe particulars be eftablithed by us:—If any accufe the eftablithed laws
on account of wills or marriages, or any thing elfe, afferting that the
legiflator, if he were living, would not compel them to a&t in fuch a
manner, or to marry fuch a perfon; and if any relation or tutor fhould
affirm that the legiflator left fifteen guardians of the laws as arbiters and
fathers of the orphans,—in this cafe, let the litigants apply to thefe, and abide
by their decifion. But, if it fhall appear that the guardians of the law ex- -
ercife greater authority than they ought, let the affair be brought before
fele€t judges ; and, when determined, let him who is condenined be branded

2X 2 with
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with infamy,—this being a punifhment, to him who poffefles intelle®; of a
more weighty nature than a very confiderable fine, After this, a fecond
generation, as it were, follows with refpe@ to orphans. For education and
difcipline follow the firft generation, of which we have fpoken. But, after
the fecond, it is neceffary to devife fome means by which orphans may be
opprefled with calamity as little as poffible. In the firft place, then, we fay,
that guardians of the laws fhould be appointed for them in the place of
parents, and not worfe than thefe; and that they fhould take care of them
every year as if they were their own offspring.  Let this, then, be our pre-
face refpeting the education of orphans, and the appointment of tutors for
them. For we appear to me to have fpoken opportunely above, when we
afferted, that the fouls of the dead poflefled a certain power, through which
they beftowed a providential attention to human affairs. This, indecd, is
true, but the confirmation of it requiresa long difcourfe. It is likewife proper
fo believe in other traditions refpeing things of this kind, which are both nu-
merous and very antient. Lcgiflators, too, unlefs they are perfectly infane,
ought to believe in the truth of thefe traditions. Since, therefore, thefe things
naturally fubfift after this manner, thofe that attend to the defolate condition of
osphans thould, in the firft place, fear the Gods above; and, in the next
place, the fouls of the deceafed, who naturally take a particular care of their
offspring, and who are, therefore, propitious to thefe that honour them,
but hoftile towards thofe that defpife them. Add, too, that the fouls of
thofe that are living, but are in old age, and who in a city happy through
good laws poffefs the greateft honours, and whofe children and grand-
children live a pleafant life, through paying them a proper attention,—thefe
acutely hear and perccive things of this kind, and are benevolent to thofe
that behave juftly to orphans, but in the higheft degree indignant with thofe
that injure them. For they confider the depofit of orphans as the greateft
and moft holy of all depofits. It is requifite, therefore, that the tutor and
magiftrate who pofleffes the fmalleft degree of intellect, fhould dire& his
attention to thefe particulars, and beftow as much care on the difcipline and
education of orphans as of his own offspring. He, therefore, who is per-
fuaded by this preface to the law, and who aéts in no refpeét unjuftly towards
orphans, will evidently be exempt from all anger of the legiflator about
things of this kind.  But let him who is unperfuaded by it, and injures any.

one
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one who is deprived of either father or mother, fuffer twice the punithment
he would have fuftained from injuring one, both of whofe parents were
living. :

‘The laws which follow relate to the tutors of orphans, and the attention
which magiftrates fhould pay to the tutors. If, therefore, they poffefled a
paradigm of the education of free children, the tutors both taking care of.
thefe and their own concerns, and if they had laws refpecting thefe {uffi-
ciently diftin@, we thould not without reafon eftablith certain laws for tutors,
as very much differing from others, and diftinguifh, by various purfuits, the
life of orphans from that of thofe who are not orphans. But now, with
refpet to every thing of this kind, the privation of parents does not with
us differ much from paternal government, but is unwilling to equalize
honour, dithonour, and providential care. Hence the law, through its atten-
tion to orphans, confoles and threatens. And further ftill, it will be very
opportune for it to threaten as follows:—He who takes care either of a
female or a male, and who from among the guardians of the law is appointed
to obferve the tutor of thefe, fhall poffefs the fame affection for the orphans
intrufted to his care as if they were his own offspring ; nor fhall he beftow
lefs attention to their affairs, but even more, than to his own. Let every
one, therefore, take care of orphans conformably to this law. But, if any
one afls contrary to this law in affairs of this kind, let fuch a tutor be con-
demned by a magiftrate. And if it fhall appear to the kindred of the
orphans, or to any other of the citizens, that the tutor has acted negligently
or vicioufly, lct him be brought before a court of judgment, and make a four-
fold reftitution of the lofs fuftained, and let one half be given to the boy,
and the other to the accufer. When an orphan arrives at puberty, if he
thinks that he has been negle@ed by his tutor, let him be permitted to call his
tutor to an account for five years from the time that his tutorfhip is finithed.
And if any tutor is condemned, let a court of juftice determine what he
ought to fuffer, or what fine he ought to pay. If any magiftrate thall appear
to have injured an orphan through negligence, let a court of juftice deter-
mine the reftitution which he ought to make. But, if he fhall appear to
have injured the orphan through injuftice, befides making a reftitution, let
him be deprived of the office of a guardian of the law; and let another
common guardian of the city be appointed in his place by the region and the

city,
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city. Greater difcord takes place between fathers and fons, and fons and
fathers, than is proper, in which fathers think that the legiflator ought to
" permit them to renounce their fons by a public crier, fo as that they may no
longer be their fons according to law : and fons are of opinion that they
ought to be allowed to accufe their fathers of maduefs, when they are dif-
gracefully circomftanced through difcafe or old age. Thefe things ufually
take place when the manners of men are perfeétly corrupt. For, if the half
only of thefe evils took place, as that the parents alone, or the children
alone, were vicious, calamities which are the progeny of fuch a mighty hatred
would have no exiftence. Indeed, in any other polity, a fon, when aban-
doned by his father, would not neceffarily be deprived of the city, But, in
a city governed by thefe laws, he who is given up by his father muft neceffa-
rily take up his abode in fome other place. For no one is allowed to unite
himfelf with any family of the five thoufand and forty houfes. On this ac-
count it is neceffary, that the fon who is abandoned by his father fhould not
only be driven from his father, but from his whole race. 1t is proper, there-
fore, in things of this kind, to a& according to the following law :—When
any one, through anger by no means fortunate, whether he is juftly enraged
or not, defires to be liberated from an alliance with him whom he has be-
gotten and educated, let him not be permitted to accomplith his defire either
in an improper manner or direftly. But, in the firft place, let him affemble
his own relations, as far as to his coufins, and, in a fimilar manner, thofe of
his {fon on the mother’s fidle. When they are affembled, let him accufe his
fon to them, and fhow them that he deferves to be expelled from all his
kindred. Let the fon alfo be permitted to defend himfelf, and endeavour to
prove that he does not deferve to fuffer any thing of this kind. And if the
father perfuades them that his accufation is juft, and all the relations, both
male and female, except the father, mother, and the fon himfelf, vote for
his being abandoned ; when this is the cafe, let a father be permitted to
renounce his fon, but by no means when this is not the cafe. If any citizen
withes to adopt a fon whom his father abandons, let him not be reftrained
from adopting him by any law. For the manners of youth naturally fuftain
many mutations in life. But, if no one in the fpace of ten years wifhes to
adopt fuch a fon, let thofe whofe province it is to fend offspring into a

colony, take care that this rejeéted fon is made an inhabitant of fuch a colony
in
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in a proper manner. If a certain difeafe, old age, or feverity of manners,
orall thefe together, more than any thing elfe, render a man infane, and
this is concealed from every one except his domeftics ; and if fuch a one
diffipates his fubftance, as being the mafter of it, but his fon is unwilling to
accufc his father of madnefs, in this cafe let the following law be efta-
blithed :—1In the firft place, let the fon go to the oldeft guardians of the law,
and inform them of his father’s calamity. Afterwards, let thefe, when they
have fufficiently confidered the affair, confult whether the father thould be
profcribed, or not: and, if they agree that he thould be profcribed, let them
be both witnefles and patronizers of the caufe. But, if the father is con-
demned, let him not afterwards poflefs any authority over his own affairs, but
dwell at home for the reft of his life like a child. If a hufband and wife,.
through the wretchednefs of their manners, live in difcord with each other,
let ten men who fubfift in the middle of the guardians of the laws, and, in a
fimilar manner, ten women who are curators of marriages, take care of
things of this kinud. And if they are able to procure a reconciliation, let
their decifion be valid.  But, if thetr minds are too vehemently inflamed to
admit of a reconciliation, let them feek, to the utmoft of their power, after
fuch perfons as are adapted to refide with cach. It appears, indeed, that
the manners of fuch as thefe are far from being mild ; and, ou this account,
we fhould endcavour to adapt to them more profound and gentle manners.
And fuch, indeed, as are without children, or have but a few, and dif~
agree, let thefe be compelled to marry again, for the fake of procreating
children. But let fuch as, having a fufficient number of children, difagree, be
divorced, and united with others, for the fake of that attention which old age
requires. Ifa woman dies, and leaves behind her male and female children,
let the law not compel, but perfuade, the hufband to educate his children
without marrying again. But if there are no children, let him be compelled
to marry again, till he has procreated children fufficient both for his family
and the city. But, if a man dies, and leaves behind him a fufficient number
of children, let the mother of the children educate them, remaining a
widow. If fhe appears, however, to be too young to live in a ftate of health
without a hufband, let her kindred, in conjunéion with the women that
take care of marriages, confult what is fit to be done beth for her and the
children.  And if both thefe are in want of children, let them marry for

the



344 THE LAWS,

the fake of having children. But let an accurate fufficiency of children be
a male and female according to law. When it is allowed that any offspring
is the progeny of the begetter, but it is neceffary to have recourfe to a court
of juftice in order to know which of the parents the child ought to follow,
let the following mode be adopted :—If a female {lave has conneion with
a flave, or with a free-born perfon, or with a freed-man, let the offspring
be the property of the mafter of the female flave. But if a free-born
woman is with child from a flave, let the mafter of the flave, in a fimilar
manner, be the mafter of the offspring.  If any mafter has a child by his own
{lave, or any miftrefs is pregnant from her flave, and this becomes apparent,
let the women fend the offspring of the woman, together with the father,
into another region : but let the guardians of the law banifh the offspring of
the man, together with the mother of fuch offspring. However, neither
will Divinity, nor any man who'is endued with intelle&, ever advife any one
to negle& his parents. Indeed, the affertion, that it is proper to know how
to worfhip the Gods, will be a proper preface with refpett to the honouring
and dithonouring of parents. Antient laws concerning the Gods are among
all men eftablithed in a twofold manner. For, clearly perceiving fome of
the Gods ¥, we honour them; but we fabricate images of others; and while
we rejoice in thefe images though inanimate, we think that the animated
Gods themfelves will be benevolent and propitious to us for the attention
which we pay to thefe. He, therefore, whofe father or mother, or the
fathers or mothers of thefe, refide in his houfe, worn out with old age, like
precious furniture, fuch a one will ncver think that any other fuch image,
or one more efficacious, can ever refide in his houfe, if he pays that reve-
rential regard to it which he ought.

CrLiN. Of what proper reverential regard are you fpeaking ?

Guest. I will tell you. For things of this kind, O friends, deferve to be
heard.
" CriN. Only fpeak.

Guest. We fay that Oedipus, being difhonoured by his children, impre-
cated on them thofe things which every one is perfectly acquainted with,
and has heard were inflied by the Gods. Amyntor, too, is faid to have

* Meaning the celeftial orbs, which, in confcqucncc of being divine animals, from the partici-
pation of divinity, are called Gods.
curfed
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curfed his fon Pheenix in anger, and Thefeus, Hippolytus, and innumerable
other fathers, innumerable other fons. From which it becomes apparent,.
that the Gods hear the prayers of parents againft their children. For it is
moft juft that nothing fhould be fo noxious to a child as the imprecation
of his parent. Nor let any one think that the prayers of his father and
mother are alone heard by the Gods according to nature, when they are
defpifed by him, for they are alfo heard when they are honoured by, and are
vehemently dear to, him. On this account, when in their prayers they earneftly.
invoke the Gods to blefs their children, ought we not to think that they are
fimilarly heard by them, and that the Gods equally impart to them fuch
things as are good? For otherwife they would not be juft diftributors of
what is good, which we fay becomes the Gods the leaft of all things.

Crin. Certainly.

GuesT, We fhould think, therefore, as we obferved a little before, that
we cannot poflefs any image which is more honoured by the Gods, than.
our fathers and grandfathers, mothersand grandmothers, when worn out
with age.  When any one honours thefe, divinity rejoices: for, otherwife,
he would not hear their prayers. The image, indeed, of our progenitors
ought to be confidered by us, as far more wonderful than inanimate images.
For animated images when they are reverenced by us, pray for us, but do
the very contrary when they are defpifed by us.  But inanimate images do
neither of thefe. So that he who behaves properly to his father, grandfather,
and all of this kind, fuch a.one poffeffes the moft powerful of all images
with refpeét to procuring divine benevolence,

Crin. You {peak moft beautifully.

GuesT. Every oue, therefore, endued with intellet will fear and honour
the prayers of his parents, as knowing that they have often been profitable and
noxious to many. Thefe things, then, are thus eftablithed by nature. By
good men, therefore, their aged progenitors when living to the extremity of.
life, will be confidered as a treafure ; and, if they die before they arrive at
that period, they will be vehcmently defired by them. On the contrary,
they will be terrible in the extreme to the vicious. Let every one, there-
fore, perfuaded by thefe affertions, honour his parents according to law,
But if any one is deaf to thefe exordia, for fuch the following law wil be
properly cftablithed. If any one then, in this city, reverences his parents lefs
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than he ought, and does not pay them more attention than he does his fons,
grandfons, and himfelfg negledting to comply with their will in all things
beyond that of others, let parents who are fo negleted, give information of
the affair themfelves, or by fome other, to three of the oldeft guardians of the
law, and likewife to three of the women that have the care of marriages*
And let thefe, after they have inveftigated the affair, punith the offender ; if
he is a young man, indeed, with ftripes and bonds, if he is not more than
thirty years of age ; and let the fame punithment be infli¢ted on a womarm,
if the is forty years of age. But if they are older than this, and yet do not
ceafe to negled their parents, but affli€t them, let them be brought before
a court of juftice, and be tried by thofe citizens who furpafs all the reft in
age: and, if they are condemned, let the court of juftice determine what they
ought to fuffer, without omitting any punifhment which ought to be in-
fli¢ted on fuch an occafion. If ‘any one, however, who is affli¢ted by his
children, is unable to tell his condition, let any free perfon who hears of
his cafe, announce it to the governors; or let -him, if he omits to do this, be
confidered as a vicious perfon, and be accufed by any one that is willing of
the injury fuftained. But if a flave gives information of this affair, let him
be made free. And if he is the flave either of the affliéting or afflited
perfon, let him be made free by the magiftrate who is acquainted with the
affair. But if he is the flave of any other citizen, let his ranfom be paid
for to his matfter, by the public. Let the magiftrates, likewife, be careful
that no one injures a perfon of this kind, on account of his giving information.
With refpet to injuries by poifons, we have already made a divifion of fuch
of thefe as are deadly: but we have not yet diftinguithed other injuries,
whether they are committed by means of drink or meat, or un&ions, volun-
tarily, and with premeditation. For thgre are two kinds of poifons pertain-
ing to the human fpecies. For, as we juft now clearly faid, bodics are
paturally injured by bodies : and, in the next place, by enchantments, incan-
tations and bindings, fome who dare to injure others, are perfuaded that they
are able to accomplith their purpofe through thefe, and others, that nothing
is fo eafv as to be injured by thofe that poffefs the power of witchcraft.
Thefe particulars, therefore, and all that pertains to things of this kind, it is
neither cafy to know how they naturally fubfiit, nor, if any one does know,
to perfuade others. But the minds of men being dubious as to things of this

kind,
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kind, it is not worth while to endeavour to perfuade them that, if at any
time they fce waxen images, whether in gates, in places where three roads
meet, or on the tombs of their parents, they fhould defpife every thing of
this kind, as they have no clear notions concerning them. Giving a twofold
divifion, therefore, to the law refpeéting enchantments, in the firt place, we
thall exhort, admonith, and advife mecn, not to attempt any thing of this
kind; nor terrify the multitude, who are frightened like children; nor com-
pel the legiflator and judge to procure a remedy for fuch fears of maukind.
For, in the firft place, he who endeavours to hurt another by poifon, if he
does not poflefs medical fcience, cannot know what he does with refpec to
bodies. The fame may-be faid of him who endeavours to injure another by
enchantment, unlefs he happens to be a diviner, or an interpreter of portents,
Let the following law, therefore, be cftablithed refpe&ing poifons. He who
employs poifon, not for the purpofe of killing a man, but cattle, or fwarms
of bees, or in order to injure them fome other way than by procuring their
death, if he happeuns to be a phyfician, and is condemned for poifoning, let
him be punifhed with death; but if he is unfkilled in medicine, let a court
of juftice determine what he ought to fuffer, or what fine he ought to pay.
But if any one by bonds, or allurements, or certain incantations, or fuch like
enchantments, is found endeavouring to injure another, if he is a diviner, or
an interpreter of prodigies, let him be put to death. But if any one is
accufed of witchcraft, without being a diviner, let his punithment in a
fimilar manner be determined by a court of juftice. Let him who injures
another by fraud or force, pay a great fine, if the injury is great, but a
fmaller fine, if the injury is finall; and let reftitution in all cafes be equiva-
lent to the lofs fuftained. And, in all injuries, let the injurer be fined
till he is amended. If it fhall appear that any one was impelled to injure
another, by a folly foreign to his nature, through the imprudence of youth,
let him be fentenced to pay a lighter fine; but if by his own proper folly, or
through the incontinence of pleafures and pains, or through fear, envy,
certain defires, or anger difficult to cure, a heavier fine. At the fame time
obferving, that offenders are not to be punithed becaufe they have aéed ill,
(for what is done, can never become undone,) but that afterwards both
offenders, and thofe that fee them punithed, may hate injuftice, or may be
in a confiderable degree liberated from a calamity of this kind. For the
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fake of all thefe particulars, and looking to all thefe, the laws, like good
archers, thould confider this as a mark, viz. the magnitude of punithment, and
the proper defert in each offence. A judge, therefore, ought to ad in this
manner, as the minifter of the legiflature, fince it is permitted him by law to
eftablith what punifhment offenders ought to fuffer: and, like a painter, he
thould diligently copy his original. This, indeed, O Megillus and Clinias,
fhould be done by us at prefent, in the moft beautiful and beft manner ; and
we fhould eftablith what punithments ought to be infli@®ed, both on bafe
aétions committed by fraud, and thofe committed by violence; and this in
fuch a manner as the Gods, and the fons of the Gods, will permit us to
eftablith. Let no one then who is infane be openly feen in the city, but
let the relations of the infane perfon keep him fecure at home, in the baft
manner they are able. If they do not, let them be fined. And let him who
poflefles the largeft eftate be fined a hundred drachms, if he is negligent
in fecuring an infane perfon, whether he be a flave, or free. But let him
who poflefles the next eftate to this, be fined four out of five parts of a
mina; he who pofleffes a third eftate, three parts of a mina: and, he who
poflefles a fourth eftate, four parts, Many, indeed, are rendered infane by
various means, Some, as thofe of whom we have juft fpoken, through
difeafe. Others through anger, and the vicious education of a depraved
nature ; who, being incitgd by a trifling enmity, talk loudly, and blafpheme
each other. But nothing of this kind ought to take place in a city governed
by good laws. With refpe@ to every kind of flander, therefore, let the
following law be eftablithed. Let no one flander another. But when one
perfon in difcourfe with another is doubtful of any particular, let him with
whom he difcourfes inftruét both him and thofe that are prefent in the
truth of the cafe, and entirely abftain from flander. For men, when they
flander each other with bafe words, are to be confidered as effeminate. And,
in the firft place, from words, which are a light thing, hatred and grievous
enmities are often produced in reality, For he who is gratified with anger,
which is a thing of an unpleafant nature, and is filled with it as with
noxious aliment,—fuch a one, being rendered as ruftic and favage in this part
of his foul as he was once gentle and mild through difciplive, leads a morofe

life, and receives from anger this bitter grace. Hence, nearly all men from
things
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things of this kind, utter fomething ridiculous to their adverfaries ; and he
who accuftoms himfelf to a thing of this kind, either errs in every refped,
or deftroys many parts of magnanimity. On this account, therefore, let no
one ever {peak in this manner in a temple, or where public facrifices are
performed ; or in places of conteft, or the forum, or in a court of juftice,
or in any common affembly. But let the magiftrate, who is prefent at the
time, freely punifh any one who ats in this manner: and, if he negles to
do fo, let him be confidered as one who pays no attention to the laws nor
the mandates of the legiflator, and let him never be permitted to contend for
the rewards which are conferred on virtue. But, if any one ufes flander in
other places, either by provoking, or anf{wering, let any more elderly perfon
who is prefent, in defence of the law, reftrain with blows thofe who are
incited by a foreign and vicious anger; or, if they do not, let them be
punifhed in the manner mentioned above. We fay, too, at prefent, that he
who is entangled with flander will not be able to refrain from fometimes
fpeaking ridiculoufly; and this is what we condemn when it takes place
through anger. But what then? Shall we admit the jefts and ridiculous
flanders which comedians employ againft the citizens, if they are not accom=
panied with anger ! Or fhall we give this affair a twofold divifion, viz. into
the jocofe and the ferious? And, indeed, any one may be permitted jocofely
to employ ridicule without anger. But let no one be allowed to employ it,
as we faid before, when inflamed with anger. Let us now, therefore,
eftablith by law to whom this may be allowed, and to whom not. Let not
then a compofer of comedics, or of iambic or mufical melody, be permitied
either in words or images to flander any citizen, either in anger or without
anger. And, if any one difobeys this law, let thofe that determine the
rewards of contefts drive him from the region the very fame day, or they
fhall be fined three mina, facred to the God to whom the conteft belongs.
But let the others, whom we mentioned above, be permitted to employ ridi-
cule without anger, and in fport ; but let them not be permitted to do this
ferioufly, and in anger. Let the determination, too, of this affair be com-
mitted to him who takes care of the whole difcipline of youth. . And let him
who compofes any thing be permitted to make it public, if it is approved of
by this curator of youth: but if he does not approve of it, let not the author
be permitted to thow it to any one, or inftru& in it either a flave or a free-

born
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born perfon. Or, if he does, let him be confidered as a vicious chara&er,
and as one who difobeys the laws. But he deferves commiferation who,
when temperate, or poffefling fome other virtue, or a part of virtue, is
oppreffed with a certain calamity, either from hunger, or fomething of a
fimilar kind ; but this cannot be faid univerfally of any one who falls into
{uch-like misfortunes. Hence it will, indeed, be a wonderful circumiftance
ifa man of this kind is fo entirely negletted as to arrive at extreme poverty,
whether he is a flave, or free, in a polity and city which is moderately in-
habited. On this account, the following law may be fafely eftablithed by
the legiflator. Let there be no beggars in the city. But if any one attempts
to procure food by prayers which cannot be fatisfied, let the prafeds of
the forum expel him from the forum, and the governor of the ways and
buildings from the city : and let the magiftrate who prefides over the lands
expel him from every other part of the region, that the whole country may
be pure from an animal of this kind. If a male or a female flave injures
the property of another perfon undefervedly, whether through inexperi-
ence, or intemperate conduél, let the mafter of fuch flave either make
fatisfaction to the injured perfon, or deliver up to him the injurer. But if
the mafter of the flave contends that the affair happened through the
mutual craft of the injurer and injured, that the flave might be taken
from him, let him charge with the crime of malice the perfon who fays
he has been injured ; and, if he convi@ts him, let him receive from him
double the price at which a court of juftice had valued the flave. If the
mafter of the flave is convi@ed, let him both make the injured perfon a
recompenfe for his lofs, and deliver up the flave. And, if a heifer, horfe, or
dog, or any other animal, injures any neighbouring property, let the mafter
of the animal in a fimilar manner make reftitution for the lofs. If any one
refufes to bear witnefs willingly, let him be cited by bim who is in want of
his evidence; and when cited, let him attend at a proper time, and bear
witnefs to the beft of his knowledge. But if he fays that he is ignorant of
the affair, let him {wear that he is ignorant of it by the three Gods, Jupiter,
Apollo, and Themis, and be difmiffed. Let him who, when called to bear
witnefs, does not attend, be obnoxious to the injury, according to law. If
any judge is cited to give evidence, let him not, in giving evidence, pafs

fentence on the cafe. Let a free woman be permitted to bear witnefs, de-
4 fend
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fend a caufe, and obtain juftice, if fhe is more than forty years of age, and
is unmarried. But, if fhe is married, let her be permitted to bear witnefs
only. Let a male and female flave, and a boy, be alone permitted to bear
witnefs and defend a caufe in cafes of murder, if they can give fufficient
fecurity for their appearauce at the trial, if they fhould happen to be accufed
of bearing falfe witnefs. If any one accufes another of bearing falfe witnefs,
let each of the litigants confider the teftimony, both in whole and part,
before fentence is pafled. But let the magiftrates preferve in writing the
accufations of bearing falfe witnefs made by both, and bring them forward
for the purpofe of determining the falfe witnefles. If any one fhall be found
to have given falfe witnefs twice, let the law no longer compel him to bear
witnefs again. But if he fhall be found to have given falfe witnefs thrice,
let him not be permitted ever to bear witnefs again. And if he dares after
this to bear witnefs, let any one who is willing give information of him to
a magiftrate. Afterwards, let the magifirate deliver him to a court of
juftice , and, if he is convited, let him be put to death. When in any law-
fuit falfe witnefles are deteted, and are found to be the means of an oppo-
nent gaining his caufe, if more than half of the witnefles are condemned, let
no judgment be pafled from their evidence. But it is proper in this cafe
diligently to inquire, whether or not any fentence fhould be pafled ; that,
in whatever manner the caufe may be determined, by this means juftice may
be done. Since, however, there are many beautiful things in the life of
man, in moft of them dire calamities are, as it were, naturally inherent,
through which they are ftained and defiled. But why fhould not juftice
among men be beautiful, which renders all human affairs mild? And this
being beautiful, why fhould it not be beautiful to patronize the caufe of
another ? This, then, being the cafe, a certain evil calumny gives a beau-
tiful name to an art, which, it fays, was firft devifed in judicial affairs ; by
means of which, in litigations, and the patronizing of caufes, any one fnay
vanquifh another, whether the caufe is juft or not. They add, that the gift of
this art, and of the arguments proceeding from it, confifts in beftowing re-
wards from money. This, therefore, whether it is an art, or a certain ex-~
ercife void of art, muft by no means be planted in our city ; but, reverencing
the legiflator, it fhould be perfuaded not to fpeak contrary to juftice, and
thould be fent to fome other region. Thofe, then, that are perfuaded by

thefe
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thefe arguments we pafs over in filence: but let the following law be an-
nounced for thofe that are unperfuaded by them :—If it fhall appear that
any one endeavours to give a contrary direftion to the power of juftice in
the fouls of the judges, and either excites or patronizes many unfeafonable
law fuits, let any one who is willing charge him with acting bafely in judi-
cial matters, or with patronizing a bad caufe. And let the caufe be tried
in a fele& court of juftice. If, too, he is condemned, let the court of juftice
determine whether he a&ed in this manner through avarice or love of con-
tention. And if through a love of contention, let the judges appoint him a
certain time, beyond which he fhall neither plead any caufe himfelf, nor
patronize that of another. But if through avarice, if he is a ftranger, let
him depart from the city without ever returning to it again, or if he negleéts
to do this, let him be put to death, If heis a citizen, in confequence of
thus improperly honouring money, let him be immediately put to death,
Likewife, let him be put to death who has been found by a court of juftice
to have afted twice in this manner, o

THE END OF THE ELEVENTH BOOK.
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BOOK XIL

IF an ambaffador or a crier deceives the city in any thing committed to his
charge, or does not announce what he is fent to proclaim ; or again, whea
returning from friends or enemies, does not truly relate the meflage he re-
ceived from them, let a written information be drawn up againft fuch a one,
as irreligioufly defpifing, contrary to law, the denunciations and mandates of
Hermes and Jupiter. And if he is condemned, let the judges determine
what he ought to fuffer, or what fine he ought to pay. The theft of money
is, indeed, illiberal, but rapine is bafe. But no one of the fons of Jupiter
will ever do any thing of this kind, in confequence of being delighted either
with fraud or force. Let no one, therefore, afting in a diforderly manner
through poets, or certain mythologifts, be falfely perfuaded that if he thieves
cither by fraud or force, he does not a@ bafely, but does that which the
Gods themfelves have done.  For this is neither true nor becoming : but he
who illegally a&s in this manner, is neither a God, nor a fon of the Gods.
But it is proper that thefe things fhould be known by the legiflator rather
than by all poets. He, therefore, who is perfuaded by this our difcourfe,
is happy, and will be happy through the whole of time; but he who is un-
perfuaded by it, muft be reftrained by the following law :—If any one com=
mits any public theft, whether it is great or fmall, he ought to fuffer the
fame punifhment. For he who takes away a thing of fmall confequence,
thieves with the fame defire, though with lefs force. But he who moves
any thing of greater confequence, and does not reftore it to its proper place,
is wholly unjuft. The law, however, thinks it proper that the one thould
be lefs punifhed than the other, not on account of the fmallnefs of the theft,
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but becaufe, perhaps, one of thefe charaéters may be cured, but the other

is incurable. If a flave, or a ftranger, is accufed and condemned of any

public theft, let fentence be pafled on him what he ought to fuffer, or what

fine he ought to pay, as if it were probable that he might be cured. But if

any citiz‘en, who has been properly educated, is convited of having com-

mitted any public theft, or violence, whether he is detefted in the fa& or

not, let him be punifhed with death, as one who is nearly incurable. For

hte fake of war, indeed, many confultations and many laws are very pro-

perly inftituted. The greateft of all things, however, confifts in this, that

neither any male or female be at any time without a governor, nor the foul

of any citizen be ever accuftomed, either ferioufly or in fport, to do any thing

from itfelf alone ; but that in all war, and in all peace, it perpetually looks

to a governor, and lives following his mandates, {0 as to comply with them

in the fmalleft particular; to ftand when he commands, walk, engage in
gymnaftic exercifes, wath, eat, rife by night for the purpofe of keeping
guard and giving fignals ; and in dangers themfelves, neither to purfue nor
give way to any one, without the mandate of the governors. And, in one
word, that it (hould never be taught to do or know any thing feparate from
others ; but that the life of all men fhould, in the higheft degree, in all things
be colletted into one, fubfift together, and be common. For nothing will
ever be more excellent, better, or more artificial than this, for the purpofe
‘of procuring fafety and vi@ory in war. In peace, too, men fhould be
accuftomed from their childhood to govern others, and to be governed by
others. But anarchy thould be expelled from all life, both from that of men,
and of beafts that are in fubje@ion to men. All choirs, too, thould be cele-
brated, with a view to the beft mode of condufting war; and all facility,
dexterity, and promptitude, fhould be ftudied for the fake of this. On this

account, too, we ought to accuftom ourfelves to endurance of hunger and
and thirft, cold and heat, and a hard bed. Aud, what is greateft of all, for
the fake of this we fhould be careful not to corrupt the power of the head

and feet by the tegument of foreign clothing, which deftroys the generation

and nature of our proper hairs and thoes. For thefe extremities, when pre~

ferved, poffefs the greateft power of the whole body, but the contrary when

they are not preferved. And one of thefe is in the higheft degree fubfervient

to the whole body ; but the other is endued with a principal authority, natu-
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rally poffeffing all its principal fenfes. And this praife of a warlike life
ought to be heard by young men. But the law is as follows :—Let every
one engage in war who is chofen for this purpofe, or is deputed a certain
part. But, if any one, through a certain vice, deferts his poft without leave
from his commander, let him be accufed of defertion, when he returns, to
the principal officers of the army. Let him be judged, too, by all the mili-
tary orders, by the horfe and the foot feparately, and in a fimilar manner by
the reft.  And let the foot be introduced to the foot, the horfe to the horfe,
and each of the other orders to thofc of the fame rank with themfelves. If
any one is condemned, let him afterwards be prohibited from engaging in
any military conteft, or accufing another of negle@ of military duty. And
befides this, let a court of juftice determine what he ought to fuffer, or what
fine he ought to pay. After this, when the trial for defertion is finithed, let
the commanders again affemble each of thefe orders, that military rewards
may be conferred on thofe who have condu@ed themfelves firenuoufly in
battle. But any one who is willing may judge of the viory among thofe of
the fame rank with himfelf, fo as that he neither produces arguments nor wit-
nefles of any former battle, but alone confiders the battle which has then been
fought. Let a crown of olive, too, be the reward of the military champion.
And afterwards, let thofe that have obtained thefe crowns fufpend them in
the temples of the warlike Gods, with any infcription they pleafe, that they
may be a teftimony through the whole of life of the military virtue of the
moft valiant, and thofe that were valiant in the fecond and third degree.
But, if any one engages in battle, and leaves the army before he is difmified
by his commanding officers, let him be tried by the fame judges as the de-
ferter was tried by, whom we mentioned above, and, if condemned, let him
be fimilarly punithed. It is proper, however, that one man, when he is
about to judge another, fhould be fearful left he fhould either voluntarily or
involuntarily infli& punithment falfely. For juftice is faid, and is truly faid,
tobe a bafhful virgin. But falfehood is naturally odious to bathfulnefs and
juftice. In other things, therefore, it is requifite to be cautious with refpect
to judging crroneoufly, but particularly as to throwing away armour in
battle. For, it may happen that fome one may be erroncoufly confidered as
bafe for an action of this kind, and may be punithed for it undefervedly.
For it is by no means eafy to determine properly in this cafe. At the fame
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time it is neceflary that the law fhould endeavour to define according to
parts. Employing a fable, therefore, we fay, if Patroclus fhould have been
carried to his tent without arms, and fcarcely alive, as is frequently the cafe,
and if his arms, which, as the poet fays, were given to Peleus by the Gods
on his marriage with Thetis, thould be in the poffeffion of Heétor, would evil
men in this cafe reproach the fon of Mencetius, as if he had thrown away
his arms? Further ftill, if any perfons, being hurled from lofty places,
either into the fea, or into places confifting of an abundant conflux of water
produced through tempefts, or into many other places of this kind, which
might eafily be adduced to free them from a fufpicion of cowardice,—if,
being hurled into thefe, they fhould lofe their arms, ought they in this cafe
tobe blamed ! But we ought to endeavour, to the utmoft of our power, to
feparate the greater and the moft grievous evil from the contrary. In flan-
dering, therefore, the very words employed for the purpofe, poflefs a certain
divifion. For, as the throwing away arms cannot be juftly afferted in all
cafes, but the lofing them may; in like manner, he is not to be fimilarly
. called a thrower away of his fhield who lofes it by force, as he who volun-
tarily throws it away. For they totally and univerfally differ from each
other. Let the following law, therefore, be eftablithed :—If any one, being
affaulted by enemies, and having arms, does not defend himfelf againft them,
but voluntarily drops them, or throws them away, preferring a bafe life,
in conjunéion with infamy, to a beautiful and happy death, accompanied
with fortitude, let fentence be pafled on fuch a one, as a thrower away of
arms, but let the judge negle@ to confider the lofing of arms mentioned
above. For it is requifite always to punifh the vicious, that they may be-
come better, but not the unfortunate. For no advantage would be derived
from an a&ion of this kind. But what punithment will be adapted to him
who is condemned for throwing away his arms in a cowardly manner ? For,
it is impoffible to change a man of this kind intoa contrary charafter, as they
report Divinity once changed the Theffalian Ceneus from the nature of a
woman into that of a man. For a contrary generation would, after a man-
ner, be the moft adapted of all others to him who throws away his fhield,—
I mean, that he fhould be punithed by being changed from a man into a
woman. But now, fince this is impoflible, let us devife a punithment which

approaches the neareft to this, I mean that, in confequence of his great love
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of life, he fthall never afterwards engage in any dangerous enterprize, but,
as being a vicious charaéer, live as long as poflible, covered with difgrace.
Let, then, the following law be eftablithed for thefe :mWhcn a man is con-
demned for fhamefully throwing away his warlike arms, let neither any
general of an army, nor any other military officer, ever employ him as a
foldier, nor admit him into the army. But if any fuch officer does admit
him, let the judge who inquires into the reafons of conduét punith him as
follows : If he pofleffes the largeft eftate, let him be fined ten minz; if the
fecond in rank, five minz ; if the third, three; and, if the fourth, one mina.
But he who was condemned for throwing away his armour, befides being
excluded from engaging in 1nanly dangers, through his cowardice, fhall, if
he pofleffes the largeft eftate, be in like manner fined ten mine; if the
fecond, five; if the third, three; and, if the fourth, one mina. But, with
refpe@ to thofe magiftrates who inquire into the reafons of condu&, what
ought we to determine ; fome magiftrates being chofen by a yearly lot, but
others for many ycars, and by felection?  For who will be a fufficient judge
of the reafons of condué, if it fhould happen that any magiftrate, being bent
by the weight of his government, thould fay or do any thing unworthy of
his office? It is, indeed, by no means eafy to find one adequate to the pur-
pofe. For, fince one magiftrate furpafles another in virtue, how fhall we:
difcover him who tranicends all the reft. At the fame time, we fhould en-
deavour to find certain divine men who may act for us as judges of the
reafons of condu@, For the cafe is as follows :—There are many occafions.
for diffolving a polity, as there are of a fhip, or a certain animal, of which,,
though there is one difperfed nature, yet we denominate them tones, tran{-
verfe enclofures, extenfions of nerves, and call them by many other names..
But this is an occafion, by no means the {malleft, of the prefervation and
diffolution of a polity. For, if the judges who- require of the magiftrates
the reafon of their condu@, are better than the magiftrates, and this is ma-
naged in fuch a manner as to take away all occafion of complaint, the whole:
region and city will thus flourith. and be happy. But, if an inquiry is made
into the condué@® of the magiftrates in a different manner, then, that judg-
ment being diffolved by which all political affairs are connelted in one, a.
divulfion of all government takes place, and magiﬂra{tes no longer verging

to the fame thing,, they caufe the city from being one, to be many, and:
filling:
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filling it with feditions, bring it rapidly to deftru@ion. On this account, it
is neceflary that thofe who inquire into the reafons of condué thould, in a
wonderful manner, be endued with every virtue. We fhall, therefore, thus
devife the fabrication of thefe. ILet the whole city affemble every year
after the fummer folftice, to a facred grove common to the Sun and Apollo,
in order to ele three men, which every one fhall judge to excel all others
except himfelf; and let thefe be not lefs than fifty years of age. Afterwards,
let the half of thofe who are chofen by the greateft number of votes be
feleéted, if they form an even number; but if they form an odd number,
then, leaving out one who had the feweft votes, let the half of the remainder
be taken, and a judgment formed by the number of votes. If fome happen
to have an equal number of votes, and the half of thefe is more than three,
let the excefs be taken away, and the juniors rejected. Afterwards, out of
thefe, let an elecion be made by votes, till three, whofe votes are unequal,
are obtained. But if all thefe, or two of them, have equal votes, then, com-
mitting the affair to good fate and fortune, let the three be diftinguithed by
lot; and let bim who is vitor, together with the fecond aud third, be
crowned with leaves of olive. Afterwards, the rewards being conferred, let
it be proclaimed to all men, that the city of the Magnefians having again
obtained fafety from Divinity, confecrates three of its beft citizens as com-
mon firft fruits to Apollo and the Sun, conformably to an antient law. Let
thefe, too, in the firft year, clicofe twelve examiners of the reafons of con-
du@, and continue to do this till each has accomplithed his feventy-fifth year;
and afterwards, let three always be added every year. Let thefe accurately
obferve all the magiftrates, who are to be divided into twelve parts, with all
poflible free examination. Let them refide, too, at the time in which they a&t
as examiners of the reafons of condué, in the grove facred to the Sun and
Apollo, in which they were elected. Here, each inquiring into every thing
by himfelf, and all examining in common, let them fignify by public writings
in the forum what each of the magiftrates ought to fuffer, or be fined, accord-
ing to their decifion. But if any one of the magiftrates does not acknow-
ledge that he has been condemned juftly, let him go to the chofen judges
appointed to examine the reafons of conduét, and if he is acquitted by thefe,
Jet him accufe, if he is willing, the examiners of the reafons of conduét;
but, if he is condemned by the chofen judges alfo, and was before by the other
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judges eondemned to death, let him die, as neceflity requires. But if he was
fentenced by them to pay a fine, the double of which he is capable of pay-
ing, let him be fined the double of it.

It is, however, now requifite to hear what the accufations of thefe judges
will be, and after what manner they will take place. The firft places, then,
in all public fpeftacles fhould always be given to thofe who are appointed by
the common confent of the whole city to prefide over all others as long as
they live. And further ftill, when it is found neceffary to fend magiftrates
to infpeét the common facrifices, fpeftacles, and other facred rites of the
Greeks, let them be fent from thefe, Likewife, let thefe alone in the city
e adorned with a crown of laurel ; and let them all be priefts of Apollo and
the Sun.  Let him, too, be the high-pricft every year from among thefe,
who in the former year was judged to excel the other priefts ; and let his
name every year, as long as the city is inhabited, become the meafure of
the number of time. But when thefe priefts die, let care be taken that their
funerals and fepulchres furpafs thofe of the other citizens. Let every one,
too, on this occafion have a white robe, and let there be no weeping and
lamentation. Let there be alfo two choirs, one confifting of fifteen girls,
and the other of as many boys; and let each of thefe furround the bier,
praifing the priefts, as it were, in a hymn, and each by turns celebrating
their felicity in fongs through the whole day. On the morning following,
let a hundred young men, who are engaged in gymnaftic exercifes, carry -
the bier to the fepulchre which the relations of the deceafed have chofen.
And, in the firft place, let the unmarried young men march before the bier
armed in a warlike manner, together with horfes and horfemen; the foot
with their light arms, and others in a fimilar manner. But let boys, going
before the bier, fing a paternal fong ; and let them be followed by girls, and
women who are no longer capable of bearing children, After thefe, let
priefts and prieftefles follow, as to a pure fepulchre, though they are for-
bidden to go to other fepulchres ; if the Pythian deity likewife aflents.  Let
the fepulchre, too, for thefe be built under the earth; and let it be a long
arch compofed of valuable and undecaying ftones, and containing on each
fide beds of ftone. In this let them place the blefled deceafed, and plant a
grove of trces in a circular order round the monument, except in one part,
that the fepulchre may be always enlarged when it is requifite. Every year,

too,
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too, let mufical, gymnaftic and equeftrian contefts be inftituted in honour
of thefe deceafed priefts. And fuch are the honours which ought to be paid
to thofe whofe judgments concerning the reafons of condu@ are not con-
demned. But, if any one of thefe, confiding too much in his decifion,
thould make the imbecility of human nature apparent, and become depraved
after his decifion, let him be accufed by any one who is willing ; and let the
following law refpe&ting the mode of his accufation be eftablifhed :—In the
firft place, let him be brought before a court of juftice, and let the guardians
of the laws at the fame time be prefent. Afterwards, let the colleagues of
the accufed be prefent ; and, laftly, let the court of juftice be compofed of
felect judges. Then, let his accufer fignify in writing that he who is accufed
is an unworthy chara@er, and that he does not deferve either the rewards,
or toa& in the capacity, of a magiftrate. If, therefore, he is condemned,
let him be deprived of magiftracy, of a fepulchre, and of thofe other
rewards whichi pertain to his office. But if his accufer has not a fifth part
of votes, let him who poflefles the largeft eftate be fined twelve minz; he
who poflefles the fecond, eight ; the third, fix ; and the fourth, two minz.
Rhadamanthus, indeed, deferves to be admired with refpe to his decifion
of judicial affairs. For he perceived that the men of that time evidently
believed that there were Gods, and this very properly, becaufe at that time
many of them were the progeny of the Gods; and he is faid to have been
one of thefe. He appears, therefore, to have conceived that caufes ought
not to be referred to any human judge, but to the Gods ; and, on this account,
caufes were decided by him in a fimple and rapid manner. For, caufing the
litigants in every cafe to take an oath, he determined caufes rapidly-and with
fafetv. But now, as we have faid, a certain part of mankind denies that
there are Gods; others conccive that they take no care of us; and the opi-
nion of the greateft and worft part is, that they may be appcafed by trifling
facrifices and abundance of flattery, and that thofe who thus appeafe them,
may with impunity defraud others of great fums of moncy. Hence, the art
of Rhadamanthus in judicial affairs will not be adapted to men of the pre-
fent time. ‘The opinions of men, therefore, refpecting the Gods being
changed, it is neceffary that laws alfo thould be changed. A prudent legif-
lator, therefore, in judicial contefts, will not fuffer the litigants to take an
cath, that as well the intention of the accufer, as the entreaty of the defen-
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dant, may be committed to writing without an oath. For if every one in
the city fhould be freely permitted to take an oath, in confequence of many
cafes being every day brought before the judges, almoft every one would be
perjured, through conne&ions arifing from feafting together, and other affo-
ciations, and from private meectings. Let it, therefore, be eftablithed by
law, that he who is about to be judged thall fwear to the judge, and that he
who appoints the public magiftrates thall either appoint them through oaths,
or by fuffrages. Likewife, that the judge of choirs, and all mufic, together
with the prefidents and thofe that confer rewards on gymnaftic and equeftrian
exercifes, fhall take an oath; and, in fhort, in all cafes in which, according
to the opinion of men, perjury is not attended with gain. But let thofe
cafes in which any one may derive great advantage from perjury be judged
without an oath. Likewife, in judicial cafes, let not the litigants by any
means be permitted cither to {wear for the fake of perfuading, or imprecate
themfelves and their family, or employ bafe fupplications or feminine exci-
tations to pity ; but let them always in an honourable manner teach and
learn that which is juft. But if they do not a& in this manner, let the ma-
giftrates again bring them back to the affair in hand, as thofe who fpeak
foreign to the purpofe. When ftrangers, like us, quarrel amoug them-
felves, let them be permitted, if they are willing, to take an oath. For, as
they are not allowed to grow old in the city, there is no reafon to fear left
they thould corrupt others. In the fame manner, let juftice be executed
among free men, if any one of thefe is not perfuaded by the city in things
which are neither punifhed with blows, nor bonds, nor death. If any one
does not attend at the celebration of a choir, or folemn proceflion, or any
other common adornings of this kind, or public office, fuch as take place
for the {ake of pacific facrifice or warlike tributes,—in all thefe cafes let the
damage be repaired as foon as poffible ; or let the pledge be taken to him to
whom the city and law have committed it, and when the limited time is
expired let the pledge be fold, and the money applied to public ufe. But,
if there is occafion for a greater fine, let the magiftrates bring thofe that
refufe to pay it before a court of juftice, and compel them to pay the fine
enated by the laws. It is neccffary, however, to confult what ought to be
dape with a city which does not apply itfelf to the acquifition of wealth,
except that which arifes from agriculture, fince it neither exports nor im
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ports commodities, nor admits foreigners. The legiflator, thercforé, ought
to confult about thefe particulars, employing, in the firft place, perfuafion
to the utmoft of his power. The mixture, indeed, of different nations natu-
rally caufes a mixture of all-various manners; and the affociation of ftrangers
with ftrangers produces innovations which injure in the higheft degree cities
that are well governed through good laws. But, to the greater part of
cities, as being by no means well governed, it is of no confequence if as
well the old as the young travel into.other countries whenever they pleafe,
and receive foreigners in their own country. But, on the contrary, in thefe
never to receive ftrangers, and never to vifit foreign countries, would appear
ruftic and favage to other men, who would call the city by opprobrious
pames, fuch as, that it is the enemy of ftrangers, and that its manners are
arrogant and morofe. The appearing, however, to be good, or not good,
to others, ought never to be conlidered as a thing of {fmall importance. For
the multitude, though deprived of virtue themfelves, are capable of diftin-
guithing the worthy from the unworthy: and in certain vicious charaéters
there is fomething divine, and a power of conjeGturing well. So that many,
and even fome that are vicious in the extreme, are able to. diftinguith, both
in words and opinions, the better from the worfe fort of men. On this
account, the multitude of cities are very properly exhorted not to defpife
the good opinion of the multitude. For it is a thing of the greateft reéti-
tude and magnitude, when a man is truly good himfelf, that he fhould afpire
after a renowned life ; fince, without this, a man will by no means become
perfe@t.  On this account, it will be proper that the city which is te be in-
habited about Crete fhould endeavour to obtain the moft beautiful and excel
lent reputation for virtue among other men. But there is every reafon to
hope, that this city in a fhort time will be beheld both by the Sun and other
Gods, in well-governed cities and regions, living according to reafon. Let
the following law, therefore, be eftablithed refpecting travelling into other
regions and places, and the reception of guefts:—In the firft place, let it not
be lawful for him who is lefs than forty years of age by any means to travel;
and further ftill, let no perfon be permitted to travel privately ; but let
cryers, ambaffadors, or certain fpeculators, be allowed to travel publicly.
Leaving a country, however, in order to wage war, is not to be confidered
as political travelling. It is likewife requifite that certain perfons thould be
fent
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fent to Pythian Apollo, to Olympian Jupiter, and alfo to Nemea and Ifth-
mus, for the purpofe of communicating in the facrifices and contefts facred .
to thefe Gods. But let as much as poffible many, and thefe fuch as are the
moft beautiful and the beft, be fent on this occafion, who may procure for
the city renown, and glory correfponding to warlike glory in facred concerns,
and things pertaining to pacific communions. And when they return home,
let them teach the young men, that the legal inftitutions of other nations,
refpecting political affairs, are inferior to their own. If any fpeculators,
likewife, who abound in leifure, arc defirous of furveying the affairs of other
men, let no law belonging to the guardians of the laws reftrain them from
executing their defire. For a city, when ignorant of good and evil men,
cannot, in confequence of being unfociable, be fufficiently mild and perfe,
Nor, again, can it preferve its laws by manners alone, without a knowledge
of them. For among the multitude of mankind, there arc always fome
divine men, not indeed many, but who in the higheft degree deferve to be
aflociated with: and thefe do not fpring up in well-governed cities, more
than in their contraries. Every one, thercfore, who is an inhabitant of a
well-governed city, and whofe manners are uncorrupt, ought, leaving his
country, to tread in the fteps of thefe men, exploring both by land and fea,
that when he returns to his country he may give ftability to fuch legal in-
ftitutions as are beautifully ordained, and correé fuch as are in any refpect
deficient.  For without fuch a fpeculation and inquiry a city can never
continue perfect, nor yet if the explorers fpeculate badly.

Crin. How, therefore, can both thefe take place?

Guest. Thus. In the firft place, let a fpeculator of this kind not be
more than fifty years of age. In the next place, let him be approved both
in other refpedts, and for the purpofes of war, if he intends to leave to other
cities an example of the guardians of laws. But, when he is more than
fixty years of age, let him no longer travel as a fpeculator.  Let him, there-
fore, return when he pleafes, within the fpace of ten years, and on his return
go to the affembly of thofe that examine the laws. But let this affembly be
compofed of the old and the young; and let it be held every day from
neceflity, before the dawn of day, till the fun rifes. And, in the firft place,
let it be compofed of thofe pricfts who receive rewards, as being more excel-
lent than the reft ; in the next place, of twelve of the fenior guardians of the
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laws; and, in the laft place, of the prefident of all erudition, together with
the young, and thofe who no longer at in this capacity. Let not any one
of thefe be alone, but let him go with fome young man whom he may
choofe, between thirty and forty years of age. Let thefe, when they affemble,
always difcourfe concerning the laws and their own city ; and, if they have
heard any thing excellent refpecting thefe, let them communicate it to each
other. Let them alfo difcourfe concerning fuch difciplines as appear to con-
duce to this fpeculation, and which thofe who are fkilled in will be enabled
to underftand more clearly; but thofe who are not fkilled in them will
more darkly comprehend the things pertaining to laws. Afterwards, let
fuch particulars among thefe as are approved of by the more aged, be learnt
with the greateft affiduity by the younger. If any young man of the affembly
fhall appear to be an unworthy character, let the whole affembly blame him
by whom he was brought thithér. But let the whole city defend and honour
thofe young men whofe conduét in the affembly is approved, If fuch young
men as go to the aflembly are worfe than others, let them be more difgraced
than others. Let him who fpeculates the legal inftitutions of other men
immediately go to this affembly on his arrival from foreign parts; and if
he has difcovered any thing among others, refpe@ing the eftablithment of
laws, or difcipline, or education, or has himfelf found out any thing per-
taining to thefe, let him communicate it to the whole affembly. If, too,
it thall appear that he has returned neither worfe nor better than he was
before, let him be praifed for having done his beft : but if he returns much
better, let him while living be greatly honoured, and, when dead, let all the
affembly pay him thofe honours which are his due. But if it fhall appear
that he has returned corrupted, though he pretends to be wife, let him not
dare to affociate with any young or old perfon. And if he is obedient to
the magiftrates, let him live as a private man; but if not, let him be put to
death. Likewife, if, when he ought to be brought before a court of juftice,
any magiftrate negleéts to bring him, let fuch magiftrate be difgraced when
a contention takes place about rewards, Let him, therefore, who travels,
travel in this manner, and let him be fuch a perfon as we have defcribed.
But, in the next place, foreigners ought to be kindly received. There are
four kinds of foreigners, then, of whom we ought to make mention. The
firft is, of thofe who are always fummerly, and moft of whom, like birds, fly
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over the fea in fummer to other cities, for the fake of acquiring riches. It
is proper that thefe thould be received in the forum, in the ports and public
buildings, beyond the city, by the magiftrates who prefide over thefe places ;
fuch magiftrates at the fame time taking care that no innovation is made
by any of thefe foreigners. Let juftice, too, be properly diftributed to them,
and no affoclation be held with them, beyond what is abfolutely neceflary.
The fecond kind is, of thofe who travel for the fake of beholding what Mufes
are received by different cities, It is proper that all fuch as thefe thould
have habitations near the temples, properly conftruéted for hofpitable pur-
pofes. Priefts, too, and the purifiers of temples, ought to take care of thefe,
that after they have ftaid a f{ufficient time, and have feen and heard all
that they came to fee and hear, they may depart without any detriment either
to themfclves or others. Let the priefts, too, be the judges of thefe. And,
if any one of them cominits an injury, or is injured, let the priefts fine the
offending party as far as to fifty drachms. But it is proper that greater
offences thould be punifhed by thofc that prefide over the markets. The
third kind of foreigner that ought to be publicly received, is he who is
fent from another region on fome public affair. Him let the generals of
the army, the mafters of the horfe, and the military tribunes, alone receive.
And let him be alone taken care of by him with whom he refides together
with the chief magiftrates, The fourth genus of foreigners is indeed rare,
Some one, however, may come from another region with the fame defign
that our {peculators travel into foreign parts. Let fuch a one then be
received on the following conditions. In the firft place, he muft not be lefs
than fifty years of age. In the next place, he muft come with an intention
either of beholding what is remarkably beautiful in other cities, or of
inftru@ting other cities in things of this kind. Let fuch a one, therefore,
approach, unbidden, to the gates of the rich and the wife, fince he comes
under this defcription himfelf. And lct him go to the houfe of him who
takes care of the whole of difcipline, believing that one who is vi&orious in
virtue will be confidered by fuch a charal@er as a fufficient gueft. Like-
wife, when he has learnt from others, and has taught others, what he con-
fiders as fit to be learnt and taught, let him depart like a friend from friends
with gifts and becoming honours. All foreigners, both male and female,
ought to be received according to thefe laws, and, in a fimilar manner
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reverencing hofpitable Jupiter, we fhould fend men from our city. For
foreigners ought not to be expelled with food and vitims, (as the inhabit-
ants of the Nile do at prefent,) nor yet are they to be driven away by
favage edifts. Let every furety be refponfible for another in a confpi-
cuous manner; and let the whole tranfation be acknowledged in writing,
before not lefs than three witnefles, if the fecurity is within a hundred
drachms. But, if it is beyond a thoufand, let there be five fureties at leaft.
Let the furety, if he is a thopkeeper, be one that ad@s juftly in his bufinefs,
or elfe let him by no means be confidered -as worthy of belief. If any one
defires to fearch in the houfe of another perfon for fomething belonging to
himfelf, let him firft of all {wear by the legal Gods that he hopes to find
there what he is in fearch of. In the next place, let him enter the houfe
naked, or with no other clothing than a tunic, and ungirded. Then let
him be permitted to fearch the Thoufe, and examine every thing, whether
fealed or unfealed. But, if any one refufes admittance to him who defires
to fearch his houfe, let him who is forbidden accefs bring an acion againft
him who refufes him admittance, for the value of what he has loft ; and, if
fuch perfon is condemned, let him be obliged to pay-twice the value of the
lofs fuftained. If the mafter of the houfe on fuch an occafion happens to be
abfent, let thofe that are prefent permit only fuch things as are unfealed to
be examined; and let the perfon that fearches the houfe feal with his own
fignet the things already fealed, and leave for five days any perfon he pleafes
as a guard in the houfe. But if the mafter of the houfe is abfent for a
longer time than this, let him who defires to fearch the houfe take the
zdiles along with him, break open fuch things as are fealed, and, after he
has examined them in conjuné&ion with the domeftics and wdiles, feal them
again. With refpeé to things of an ambiguous nature, let not a limited
time for the determination of them be left dubious: for by this means there
will be no altercation about houfes and land. But if any one is in pofleflion
of other things, and it appears that he has ufed them openly for the fpace
of a year, in the city, in the forum, and io temples, and no one hus laid claim
to them during that time, in this cafc let no one be permitted afterwards to
demand thofe things as his own. But if fuch perfon ufed fuch things,
neither in the city, nor in the forum, but openly in the fields, and the proper
owner of them is not found in five years, let no one be fuffered to demand

4 them



THE LAWS, 367

them after the expiration of this time. - But if fuch perfon ufes thefe things
at home in the city, lct the period of laying claim to them be limited to
three years. But if he ufes them fecretly in the fields, let it be limited to
ten years, And, if he ufed them in another diftriét, let the perfon who has
loft them be permitted to lay claim to them at any time, If any one forci-
bly hinders another, whether a plaintiff or defendant, from having recourfe
to juftice, if it is a flave that he hinders, whether his own or belonging to
another perfon, let no notice be taken of the affair, and let the legal procefs
be ftopt: but if it is a free-born perfon, befides the legal procefs being ftopt,
let him by whom he was forcibly detained be imprifoned for a year, and
let any one who is willing accufe him of mancipation. If any one forci-
bly prohibits a gymnaftic or mufical antagonift, or an opponent in any other
conteft, from contending in his art, let any one who is willing inform thofe
that confer rewards on the vitors in thefe exercifes, of the aﬂ"alr ; and thefe
fhall be the means of procuring admittance to the contefts to fuch as are
willing to engage in them. But if it fhould happen that they are incapable
of procuring them admittance, if he who impedes is himfelf viftorious, let
the reward of his vi€tory be given to the perfon he impeded, and let the
name of the perfon fo impeded be infcribed as victor in whatever temples
he pleafes. But let not the perfon that impedes be fuffered to fufpend an
offering, or make any infcription of a viftory of this kind. Likewife, let
him be accufed of having done an injury, whether he vanquifhes in con-
tending, or is vanquifhed. If any one receives ftolen goods knowingly, let
him f{uffer the fame punithment as the perfon that ftole them. Let death,
too, be the punifhment of him that harbours an exile. For every one
thould reckon him as a friend or an enemy, who is confidered as fuch by the
city. If any one of his own accord makes peace with, or denounces war
againft, certain perfons, without general confent, let death be the punifh-
ment of fuch a one. But if any part of a city makes peace, or denounces
war, by itfelf, let the generals of the army bring the authors of this aGion
before a court of juflice; and, when condemned, let their punithment be
death. Let thofe that ferve their country in any refpe& do this without
gifts.  And let no occafion or arguments ever induce us to believe that we

ought to reccive gifts for good offices, but not for fuch as are bad. For
it is neither eafy to know when aéhons are good or bad, nor to endure

patiently
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patiently when this knowledge is obtained. It is, therefore, more fafe to
liften to, and be perfuaded by, the law, which fays that no one fhall ferve
his country for the fake of gifts. I.et him, therefore, who is unperfuaded
by this law, when condemned, be punithed with death, Let public tributes,
too, be difpofed as follows : In the firft place, every one’s poffeffions muft be
confidered as fubfifting for the fake of many utilities. In the next place,
let thofe of the fame tribe carry a written account of the anunual fruits to
the prefets of the land; fo that, in confequence of there being two tributes,
the republic may choofe every year whichever of the two they pleafe, viz.
either a part of all the eftates, or the annual crop, exclufive of fuch things
as contribute to aliment. It is likewife proper that moderate offerings to
the Gods fhould be dedicated by moderate men. Earth, therefore, which
is the hearth of habitation, is the facred pofleffion of all the Gods. Let no
one then confecrate the fame thing a fecond time to the Gods. But gold
and filver in other cities, both privately and in temples, are an invidious
pofleflion. Ivory, too, as belonging to a body deprived of foul, is not a pure
offering to the Gods.  And iron and brafs are the inftruments of war. Let,
therefore, any one dedicate whatever he pleafes, from wood, fo as it is
fathioned from one piece of wood, and, in a fimilar manner, any thing
formed from ftone, in the common temples. With refpet to things woven,
let nothing of this kind be dedicated which excceds the monthly work of a
woman, White colours will to adapted to the Gods, both in other things,
and in fuch as are woven. But nothing dyed fhould be offered, except it
belongs to warlike ornaments. ‘The moft divine gifts, however, are fuch
birds and pitures as a painter has finithed in one day. And let all other
offerings be fimilar to thefe. Since, therefore, we have divided the parts of
all the city, in fuch a manner as is proper, and have fpoken in the beft
manner we are able refpecting the laws which ought to be eftablifhed in all
the greateft compads, it now remains that we fhould fpeak concerning
judgments. In the firft place, therefore, let there be felect judges for the
courts of juftice, and fuch as are chofen in common by plaintiffs and defen-
dants. Thefe, indeed, may more properly be called arbiters than judges. In
the next place, let thofe of the fame fireet and tribe, when divided according
to a twelfth pdrt, be appointed as judges. Let the contending parties, if they
cannot be reconciled by the former judges, go to thefe, and litigate with

greater
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greater lofs. Here, if the Jdefendant is a fecond time condemned, let him
pay the fifth part of the prefcribed fine. But if any one accufes thefe judges,
and wifhes to difpute the affair in a third court of juftice, let him refer the
caufe to feleét judges.  And if he is again condemned by thefe, let him pay
the fum that is owing, and the half of it befides. But if the plaintift, being
repulfed by the firlt judgment, is not fatisfied, but appeals to a fecond,—if he
vanquithes let him receive a fifth part, but if he is vanquifhed let him
lofe the fame part. And if he goes to a third court of juftice, not being
fatisfied with the former judgments, let the defendant, it vanquithed, pay
(as we have faid) the fum that is owing, and the half of it befides; but let
the plaintiff pay the half only. With refpet to the allotments of courts of
jultice, the perfeftion and eftablithment of things miniftrant to the magif-
trates, the times in which each of thefe ought to take place, the particuiars
refpecting votes, the delays, terms, citations and repulfes which take ;ico
in judicial affairs, and whatever clfc neceffarily pertains to thefe,—a!i thus
we have already difcuffed. Ilowever, according to the proverb, what is
beautiful and right may be fpoken twice and thrice. All fuch legal par-
ticulars, therefore, as are fiall and eafy to be difcovered, when omitted by
an aged legiflator, ought to be filled up by a junior legiflator. And thus
much may fuffice concerning private courts of juftice. But fuch as are
public and common, and which are employed by magiftrates to proper pur-
pofes, are found in many cities eftablithed in no unbecoming manner by
cquitable men. Whence it is requifite that the guardians of the laws thould
procure fuch things as are adapted to this new polity, by reafoning, correct-
ing, and exploring them, till they appear to them to be fufficiently eftablifhed ;
and then bringing them to a conclufion, that they thould feal them as things
immovable, and ufe them through the whole of life. With refpe& to the
filence of judges, the praifes which are given them, or the contrary, and
likewife concerning things juft, good, and becoming, which differ in other
cities, we have already tpoken, and fhall again fpeak in the end. But it
1s requifite that he who in future will be an equitable judge thould look
to all thefe particulars, and being in poffeffion of them, when committed to
writing, fhould make them the obje&t of his ftudy. For written laws arc -
more caiculated to make him who lcarns them better, than all cther dif~
VOL. II. 3B ciplines,
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ciplines, if they are properly eftablithed. For, indeed, divine and admirable
law does not rafhly poffefs a name adapted to intelle& *.  And befides this,
the writings of the legiflator afford us a perfpicuous examination of the
affertions of others refpecting praife and blame, which are partly tranfmitted
to us in verfe, and partly in profe, and which likewife daily take place in a 1
other aflociations, when men contend with each other through emulation,
and conceflions which are vain in the extreme. Thefe a good judge fhould
always keep in his pofleffion, as remedies againft the poifon of other dif-
courfes, correfting by them both himfelf and the city; confirming and
praifing the good, and recalling, to the utmoft of his power, fuch of the evil
as are curable from ignorance, intemperance, timidity, and, in fhort, from
all injuftice. ~ For, if they are incapable of being cured, thofe judges, and
governors of the judges, that put them to death, as the only remedy to fouls
in fuch a condition, may be oftén faid, with juftice, to deferve praife from
the whole city. After annual judgments are finithed, let.them ufe the fol-
lowing laws :—1In the firft place, let the magiftrate who exercifes the office
of a judge confign over all the money of the debtor to the vicor, leaving
him only fufficient for neceffary ufes. And let this take place immediately
after the giving of votes, the affair being announced by a cryer, and in the
hearing of the judges. In the next place, if, after fentence is pafled, one
month has elapfed and a fecond commenced, and the vanquithed perfon has
not voluntarily paid what is due to the vidtor, let the judicial magiftrate
deliver up the money of the debtor to the victor. But if the debtor has not
futficient money to difcharge the debt, and he is deficient not lefs than a
drachm, let not the debtor be fuffered to go to law with any other perfon
till he has paid all that is due to the viCtor ; but lct any other perfon be per-
mitted to goto law with him. If any one, when condemncd by a magiftrate,
unjuftly takes any thing from him, let the injured magiftrate take the
offnder before the court of juftice of the guardians of the laws,  And if he
~ondemned by thefe, let him be punithed with death, as one who fubverts
e wihiole city and the lasw.  But a man who is born and educated, and who
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$esots and educates children, under thefe laws, who engages moderately in

* For wpos, law, is properly vou darown, a diftribution of intelle&t.
contralls,
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contrads, is punithed if he alls unjultly, and fees thofe punithed that injure
him, and, laltly, who grows old together with the laws,—fuch a one will
end his days according to nature.

With refpeét to the funcral rites of the dead, whether male or female, and
the particulars which pertain to the infernal and fupernal Gods, lct them be
inftituted according to the anfwers of the interpreters. Let there be no
fepulchres in cultivated places, ncither large nor {inall. But let that place alone
receive the bodies of the dead which is ufelefs for other purpofes, and will
in the fmalleft degrec injurc the living.  For no one, either living or dying,
thould impede the fecundity of mother earth, and thus deprive fome living
perfon of aliment. Likewife, let no tomb be raifed higher than five men
are able to raife in five days. Let the ftone columus, too, be no larger than
are fufficient to admit an encomium of the dead in four heroic verfes; and
let the dead be laid out no longer a time than is {ufficient to evince that they
are truly dead.  But, with refpe@ to human affairs of this kind, an interval
of three days beforc the burial will be nearly fufficient. It is likewife pro-
per to believe the legiflator in other things; and when he afferts that the foul
is in every refpec? different from the body; and that, in the prefent life, it
caufes each of us to be that which each of us is; but, that body follows each
of us like an image ; and, that bodies may be beautifully faid to be the
images of the perfetly dead. That, befides this, each of us may be truly
dcnominated an immortal foul, which will depart to other Gods to give an
account of its conduét, as the law of our country afferts. This, however,
is a circumftance which produces confidence in the good, but is terrible in
the extreme to the cvil; for no great affiftance can be rendered them after
death. Hence, it is neceflary to give them all proper affiftance while living,
that they may live in the moft juft and holy manner, and that after the pre-.
fent life they may efcape the punithments which await the commiffion of
crimes. Since this, then, is the cafe, we ought by no means to ruin our
families, in confequence of thinking that this mafs of fleth which is buried
is truly our relative ; but we thould be perfuaded that the fon or brother, or
any perfon for whom we have an affection, and whom we confider as buried,
has departed hence in confequence of having finithed and filled up his fate,
We fhall, therefore, act well on thefe occafions by employing a moderate
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expenfe, as upon an inanimate altar of terrcftrial natures. But the legiflator
will not, in the moft difgraceful manner, divine what this moderate expenfe
thould be. Let this, then, be the law :—That he who poflefles the greateft
eftate fhall not fpend more than five min on any funeral ; that he who
poflefics the fecond eftate fhall fpend three minwe ; the third, two; and the
fourth, one mina. For thus the funeral expenfes of every individual will be
moderate. But, as the guardians of the laws ought ncceflarily to take care
of many things, fo efpecially of this, that their life may be employed in
attending to boys and men, and to males and females of every age. And
befides this, on the death of every citizen, one of the guardians of the laws,
whom the relations of the deceafed fhall think fit to choofe, thould take care
that every thing pertaining to the funeral is condu&ed in a becoming and
moderate, and not in an unbecoming and difgraceful manner. And let
them be honoured when the foriner, but confidered as infamous when the
latter, is the cafe. Let, therefore, every thing pertaining to funerals take
place according to this law. But things of the following kind ought to be
committed to the care of the legiflator who cflablifhes political law :—It
would be unbecoming either to order, or not, the dead to be lamented with
tears; but loud lamentations on this occafion, out of the houfe, arc to be
forbidden. The dead body, likewife, fhould not be fuftered to be carried
openly in the more frequented roads, accompanied with lamentations, nor
yet out of the city before day. Let fuch, therefore, be the eftablithed laws
refpecting thefe particulars. And let him who is obedient to them be exempt
from punithment; but let him who difobeys one of the guardians of the
laws be punithed by all of them in fuch a manner as thall appear fit to all.
With refpe to other particulars, which either pertain to fepulchres, or to
thofe who through patricide and facrilege are deprived of {epulchres, thefe
we have fpoken of before, and legally eftablithed. So that legiflation has
now nearly obtained its completion, © But the end of all things muft be con-
fidered as taking place, not from their being performed, or poflefled, or
inhabited, but from their being properly accomplithed, and firmly eftablithed.
For, in a prefervation of this kind, it is proper to think, that what ought to
be done is done, but that prior to this_the whole is imperfect.

CLIN. You fpeak well, O gueft. But inform me in a vct clearer man-
ner what was your defign in what you juft now faid ?
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GuesT. Many things, O Clinias, are beautifully faid by the antients, and
this is true, in no {mall degree, with refpet to the names of the Fates.

Crin. How fo?

GuesT. That the firft of thefe is Lachefis, the fecond Clotho, and the
third Atropos ', who is the preferver of what has been afferted by us. Thefe
arc affimilated to things conglomerated by fire, and which poffefs an incon-
vertible power. And in a city and polity thefe ought not only to procure
health and fafety to bodies, but a good eftablithment of laws in fouls, or
rather the prefervation of laws. But it appears to me that this is yet
wanting to laws,—I mean, an inquiry how they may obtain an inconvertible.
power according to nature.

CriN. You fpeak of no fmall affair, if it is poffible to find how a thing
of this kind may take place in cvery pofleffion.

GuesT. But this is poffible, as it appears in every refpect to me at prefent.

Crin. Let us not, therefore, depart hence, by any means, till we have
addcd this to the laws we have now delivered. For it is ridiculous to labour
in any thing in vain, and not to lay down fomething ftable.

Mzcir. You exhort in a proper manner: and you will alfo find me to
be fuch a one.

CrLIN. You fpcak well.  What then is this prefervation, and after what
manner may it be obtained in our polity and laws ?

GuesT. Have we not faid that an affembly ought to be held in our city
of the following kind :—That always ten of the oldeft guardians of the law,
together with all fuch as arc honoured with gifts, thould make a part of this
affembly ?  That, further ftill, thofe who have travelled over many regions
in order that they might find fomething adapted to the prefervation of the
laws, fhould go to this affembly, if on their return their manuers were found
to be uncorrupted, and themfclves worthy to be members of this affembly ?
That, befides this, each of thefe ought to bring with him young men, who are
not lefs than thirty years of age, and who are judged to deferve this honour
both by nature and education, and by the approbation of the whule affemnbly?
And that if any unworthy young man fhould be brought to the affembly,
the fentence which is paffed fhould be of no moment? Laftly, that this

* Tor an account of the Fates, fee the Notes to the Tenth Book of the Republic.
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aflembly fhould be convened before day, when there is a perfc& leiture from
all other bufinefs, both public and private? Was not fomething of this
kind afferted by us in the preceding difcourfe?

Crin. It was.

GuEesT. Again, therefore, refuming the difcourfe about this affembly, we
fay, that if any one hurls forth this, as an anchor of the whole city, and
which contains in itfelf every thing that can be defired, every thing will be
preferved which we with to be fo.

Crin. How fo? :

GuesT. We fhall after this take occafion to fpeak with redtitude, and,
to the umoft of our power, leave nothing unfinithed.

Crin. You fpeak exceedingly well: a&, therefore, agreeably to your
conceptions.

GussT. It is proper therefore, O Clinias, to underftand, with refpe@ to
every thing, a fit faviour in every work ; as in an animal, the foul and the
head are naturally the greateft faviours of the whole.

CrLiN. How again do you fay?

GuesT, The virtue of thefe, doubtlefs, affords fafety to the whole animal.

Crin. But how?

GuesT. In foul, indced, befides other things, intelle& is infcrted ; and
in the head, befides other things, fight and hearing. And, in fthort, intelleét
being mingled with the moft beautiful fenfes, fo as to produce one thing,
the prefervation of the feveral parts may moft juftly be faid to be thus
effected.

Crin. It appears fo.

GuesT. Undoubtedly, But does not intelle&t, mingled with the fenfes,
become the fafety of thips, both in tempefts and fair weather?  Or, in a fhip,
do not the pilot and the failors, in confequence of mingling their fenfes with
the piloting intellet, preferve both themfelves and every thing pertaining to
the thip?

Crin. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. But there is no need of many examples about things of this kind:
let us confider, therefore, in an army, and in medicine, to what mark both
commanders and phyficians direéting their attention, become the means of
prefervation. ‘

CLiv,



THE LAWS, 375

Criv. It will be proper to do fo.

GuesT., Do not the former of thefe, then, diret their attention to vittory,
and the firength of the cnemics, but the latter to the health of the body ?

CriN. Undoubtedly.

GuesT. But, if the phyfician is ignorant of that refpefting the body which
we now denominate health, or the commander of victory, or of other things
which we might mention, would they appear to be endued with intellect
about any of thefe particulars ?

Crin, How could they?

GuesT. But what with refpeét to acity ? If any one is ignorant of the
mark at which a politician ought to look, could he, in the firft place, be
juttly denominated a governor?  And, in the next place, would he be able
to preferve that, the fcope of which he is perfectly unacquainted with?

Crin. How could he?

GuesT. It is neceflary therefore now, as it appears, if the eftablithment
of this our city is to obtain its complction, that there thould be fome one in
it who knows, in the firft place, this which we call the political fcope ; in
the next place, after what manner it is requifite to partake of this; and, in
the third place, which of the laws, and who among men, will properly or
impreperly confult with a view to this. For, if any city is deftitute of a
thing ot this kind, it will not be wonderful, fince it muft be void of intelle&
and fenfe, if all its a&ions are the refult of chance.

Crin. You fpcak the truth,

GuEesT. Now, therefore, are we able to fay in what part of our city, or
by what ftudies, any guard of this kind will be {ufficiently obtained ?

Crin. Lcannot clearly inform you, O gueft. But, if I may be allowed
to jeft, it appears to me that this difcourfe tends to that noturnal affembly
which you faid ought to be inftituted.

GuesTt. You have rightly conjc@ured, O Clinias; and, as the prefent
reafoning anunounces, this affembly ought to poffefs every virtue; the chief
of which is not to wander, by regarding a multitude of particulars, but,
looking to one thing, always to emit all things like darts to this.

Crin, Entirely fo.

Guesr. Now, therefore, we Jcarn that it is not wonderful that the legal

6 inftitutions
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inftitutions of cities wander. For (itercnt eftablithments of the laws in
each city look to different things. And to fome, the end of what is juft con-
fifts in certain perfons governing in the city, whether they are better or
worfe than others. But, with others, the end confifts in becoming rich,
whether they are flaves or not.  The attention of others again is directed to
a life of liberty. Others eftablith laws for two purpofes, that they may be
free themfelves, and that they may become the defpots of other cities. And
thofe that are moft wife dire¢t their attention to thefe, and to all fuch parti-
culars, at once ; but ‘they are unable to aflign any one principal thing to
which the reft ought to look.

Crin. Hence, O gueft, that which was formerly eftablithed by us is right;
for we faid that the whole of our laws fthould always look to one thing. And
we granted that this might, with the greateft reétitude, be called virtue.

Guest. We did fo. :

Crin. And it was likewife eftablithed by us that virtue was, in a certain
refpect, fourfold.

GuesT. Entirely fo.

Crin. And that intelle@, likewife, was the leader of all thefe, to which
all other things, and three of the virtues, ought to look.

GuesTt. You have followed me in a beautiful manner, O Clinias; con-
tinue, therefore, to follow me in what remains. For we have faid, that the
intelle& of the pilot, the phyfician, and the commander, looks to one thing;
but, accufing the politic intelle&t, we have arrived thus far, and we fhall
now thus interrogate it as if it were a man :—O wonderful man! to what do
you tend ?  What is that onc thing which the medicinal intelle¢t can fpeak
of in a perfpicuous manuner; but you, who, as you fay, exccl all prudent
perfons, are not able to do this in yourart? Or can you, O Megillus and
Clinias, anfwer for him what this is, as 1 have often done to you for others?

CLIN. By no means, O gueft.

GuesT. But thould we not defire to perceive what this is, and in what
things it fubfifts ?.

Crin. In what particular things do you mean?

GuEesT. As we have faid that there are four fpecies of virtue, it is cvident
that each of them muft neceflarily be one, fince they are altogether four.

CLin,
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Crin. Undoubtedly.
Guest. We likewife denominate all thefe one. For we fay that fortitude

is a virtue, and that prudence is a virtue; and, in a fimilar manner, the two
others, as if this thing virtue was not in reality many things, but one thing

only.

Crin. Entirely fo.
GuesT. So far, therefore, as thefe two differ from each other, and receive

two names, and, in a fimilar manner, the other two, there is no difficulty
in fpeaking of them; but fo far as we call both of them, together with the
other two, one thing, viz. virtue, it is not eafy to {peak of them.

Crin. How do you fay?

GuesT. There is no difficulty in explaining what I fay. For let us only
divide among ourfelves the bufinefs of interrogating and anfwering.

Crin. How again do you mean ?

GuesT. Do you afk me why, denominating virtue one thing, we again
give this appellation to two things, one of which is fortitude, and the other
prudence? For I will tell you the caufe, which is this:—One of thefe is
converfant with fear, whence favage beafts alfo participate of fortitude, and
the manners of very young children. For the foul may be brave from
nature without reafon, but without reafon it never was prudent and endued
with intelle&t, nor is, nor ever will be. So that this latter differs from
the former.

Crin. You fpeak truly.
Guest. You, therefore, underftand from my difcourfe in what manner

thefe are two, and how they differ from each other ; but how they are one
and the fame do you again inform me. But think as if you were telling
me how being four they are one, and as if 1 afterwards fhould fhow you
how being one they are again four. And after this, let us confider, whe-
ther he who withes fufficiently to underftand any thing which has both a
name and a definition, ought only to know the name, but thould be ignorant
of the definition; or whether it is bafe for him who has any knowledge re-
{pe@ing things which tranfcend in manmtude and beauty, to be ignorant of
all fuch partlcul'us as thefe.

Crin. It appears fo.
GuesT. But is there any thing greater which a legiflator, a cruard:an of
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the laws, and he who is thought to furpafs all others in virtue, and for this
receives rewards, can poflefs, than fortitude, temperance, juftice, and pru-
dence?

Crin. How is it poffible there can?

GuesT. Ought not, therefore, interpreters, teachers, legiflators, and guar-
dians of others, to teach thofe who defire to know and to perceive things of
this kind, or who require punithment and reproof, what power virtue and
vice poflefs ; and muft they not, through information of this kind, in every
refpe@ excel others? Or will any poet coming into the city, or any in-
ftruéor of youth, be confidered as better than him who excels in all virtue?
And, in the next place, will it appear wonderful if a city, in which the
guardians have not a fufficient knowledge of virtue, in confequence of being
without a guard, thould f{uffer the fame things which many cities at prefent
fuffer? )

Crin. It will not appear wonderful.

Guest. What then? Shall we do what we juft now fpokc of? Orthall
we confider how we may enable the guardians to excel others in virtue,
both in words and in reality ! Or after what manner our city may become
fimilar to the head and fenfes of the prudent, through pofleffing in itfelf a
guard of this kind ?

Crin. How, therefore, O gueft, and after what manner, thall we fpeak,
affimilating it to a thing of this kind ?

GuesT. It is evident that the city itfelf will refemble the cavity of the
head ; and that the junior guardians, who are ingenuous and fagacious, will
be placed, as it were, on the higheft fummit, whence they can furvey, in a
circle, the whole city, and, while they defend it, deliver the fenfes to the
memory, and announce to the clders every thing that takes place in the city.
But thefe being affimilated to intelle&t, through underftanding in the higheft
perfetion a multitude of things which are worthy of regard, they will con-
fult for the city, and employ the junior guardians as ageuts in their confulta-
tions, For thus both will truly preferve the city in common. Whether,
therefore, fhall we fay they are to be eftablithed in this manner, or not?
Or fhall we fay that they are all to be confidered as equal, and not accurately
determine the difference between them, in education and difcipline ?

Crin. But this, O wonderful map, is impoffible.

GuEsT.
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Guest, Let us, therefore, proceed to a more accurate dnfcnplme than the
former.

Crin. By all means.

GuesT. But is not that which we Juﬁ now touched upon the very thing
which we are in want of ? :

Cuin. Entirely fo

Guest., We faid, then, that in every thing a confummate artificer and
guardian ought not only to be capable of looking to many things, but thould
cagerly tend to one thing, and, when he has obtained a knowledge of it,
orderly difpofe according to this whatever he beholds.

CriN. Right.

GuesT. Can, therefore, any fpeculatlon be afligned more accurate than
that which is able to look to one idea from things many and diffimilar ?

CriN. Perhaps not.

GuesT. Not perhaps, but in reality, O demoniacal man ! there is not any
human method more clear than this.

Crin. Believing what you fay, O gueft, I will admit it. Let us, there-
fore, proceed, {peaking agreeably to this affertion.

GuesT. As it appears, therefore, the guardians of a divine polity muft be
compelled by us to fee accurately, in the firft place, what that is which is
the fame in all the four virtues ; and which, being one thing in fortitude and
temperance, juftice and prudence, we very properly call by one name,
virtue. Strenuoufly laying hold of this at prefent, O friends, if you are wil-
ling, we will not leave it till we have fufficiently faid what that is which is
to be looked to, whether as one thing, oras a whole, or as both, or in what-
ever way it may fubfift. Or can we think that, if this efcapes, us we can
cver fufficiently poffefs the things pertaining to virtue, refpefting which we
are neither able to fay whether it is many things, nor whether it is four
things, nor whether it is one thing? If, therefore, you are perfuaded by
our advice, we fhall devife fome method by which this may take place in
our city. Or, if it appears in every refpe& agreeable to you, we will difmifs
1t.

Crin. A thing of thiskind, O guett, is by the hofpitable God by no means
to be difmiffed, fince you appear to us to fpeak with the utmoft re&itude.
But how can any one devife this method ¥

Guest. We fhall not yet fay how this is to be devifed: but, in the firft

3c 2 place,
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place, is it requifite or not that we fhould firmly confent among our-
felves?

Crin. It is doubtlefs requifite, if poffible,

. Guest. But what with refpe to the beautiful and the good? Are our
guardians to know that each of thefe is alone many ? Or fhould they, like-
" wife, know that it is one, and how it is {fo?

Crin. It nearly feems neceflary, that they thould know fcientifically how
each of thefe is one.

GuesT. But what? ought they to underftand this, and at the fame time
be incapable of evincing by arguments that they do underftand it ?

Crin. But how can this be? For you fpeak of a certain habit belonging
to a flave.

Guest. But what with refpe& to all ferious purfuits? Shall we in a
fimilar manner fay, that thofe who are to be truly guardians ought truly to
know the particulars refpeing the truth of laws, be able fufficiently to un-
fold them in difcourfe, and a& agreeably to them, judging what things
fubfift beautifully-according to nature, and what have a contrary fubfiftence ?

Crin. How is it poffible we fhould not ?

GuesT. Is not that one of the moft beautiful things which we ferioufly
difcuffed concerning the Gods? As that they are, that they appear to
poflefs a mighty power, and that this ought to be known by man, as far as
he is capable of knowingit! Likewife, that we fhould pardon the greater
part of thofe in the city, if they only follow the mandates of the laws, but
that we thould not commit the guardianthip of them to any one who has
not laboured to acquire all poffible faith in things pertaining to the Gods ?
And that we fhould never choofe any ane for a guardian of the laws, who
is not a divine man, who has not laboured in the ftudy of the laws, and who
does not excel in virtue ?

CLiN. It is juft, therefore, as you fay, that he who is fluggifh, or incapable
of judging refpeting things of this kind, fhould be far removed from beauti-
ful concerns.

Guest. Do we, therefore, know that there are two things which lead to
8 belief of the particulars concerning the Gods, which we difcufled above ?

CriN. Whatare they?

GuesT. One is that which we afferted refpe@ing the foul, that it is the
moft antient and divine of all things, of which the motion receiving genera-

tiony
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tion imparts an ever-flowing eflence: but the other is concerning the
orderly motion of the ftars, and fuch other things as through the dominion
of intelle@t adorn the univerfe. For he who contemplates thefe things
neither in a negligent nor in a ftupid manner, can never become {o impious
as not to be affeéted in a manner perfectly contrary to the conjeures of the
multitude. For thefe conceive that thofe who apply themfelves to things
of this kind, I mean to aftronomy and other neceffary arts in conjun&ion
with it, become atheifts, in confequence of beholding things fubfifting from
neceflity, and not from the diancétic energies of a will by which all things
are rendered good.

CriN. How then do thefe fubfift

GuesT. They now fubfift, as I bave faid, perfeély contrary to what they
would if they were conceived to be deprived of foul. For though fuch as
more accurately inveftigate thefe things than others, in a wonderful man-
ner touch upon the truth, and by employing accurate reafoning evince that
they are not deftitute of foul and intelleét; and though fome of thefe *
dared to affert that it was intellect which adorned every thing in the heavens;
yet again erring with refpect to the nature of the foul, as not knowing that
it is more antient than body, but conceiving it to be junior, they again, as
I may fay, fubverted all things, and, much more, themfelves. For, believing
that all fuch things as are obvious to the fight fubfift in the heavens ?, they
confidered the celeftial regions as full of ftones and earth, and many other
inanimate bodies, and attributed to thefe the caufes of the whole world. It
was owing to this, that many who touched upon fuch like particulars were
accufed of impiety, and of engaging in difficult undertakings. And, befides.
this, thofe who philofophifed were reviled by poets, and compared by them
to dogs barking in vain; and other things were faid of them which it would
be foolith to repeat. But now, as I have faid, the very contrary to this
takes place.

Crin. How fo?

Guest, No mortal man can ever become firmly pious who does not
admit thefe two things : viz. that foul is the moft antient of all things which

* Viz. Anaxagoras and his followers. Sec the Phzdo..
3 This is the doftrine of modern aftronomers, '
participate
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participate of generation, and is immortal ; and that it rules * over all bodies,
But, befides this, our guardian of the laws fhould not be ignorant of that which
has been often afferted by us, that theré is a true intelle& in the flars; and
he fhould likewife poflefs the neceflary difciplines which are previous to thefe
things ; and employ a proper Mufe, in order to harmonize the purfuits of
manners and legal inftitutions. And, laftly, he fhould be able to render a
reafon for fuch things as admit one, and to thow why this is not poffible with
other things. He who has not thefe requifites for public virtues will nearly
never be a fufficient governor of the whole city, but will be fubfervient to
other governors. But it is now proper to confider, O Clinias and Megillus,
whether we ought to eftablith the characer we have been defcribing, as the
future legal guardian of all the preceding laws, for the fake of the prefer-
vation of the whole city; at the fame time, that no¢turnal affembly of
governors, endued with all fuch difcipline as we have mentioned above,
being adopted : or how fhall we a¢t ?

Crin. But, O beft of men, why thould we not to the utmoft of our power
eftablith him ?

Guest. We certainly ought all of us to ftrive to accomplith this. 1, in-
deed, will cheerfully be your helper. For perhaps through fkill in, and
the confideration of, things of this kind, 1 may find many other affiftants
befides myfelf.

Crin. Let us, O gueft, proceed in this path rather than any other, in
which Divinity himfelf nearly leads us. But let us now fpeak of and devife
the method by which this may be properly accomplithed.

Guest. Laws about things of this kind, O Megillus and Clinias, cannot
be eftablithed till the city is orderly difpofed ; for then their authority may
be legally determined. But they cannot in’any other way be adopted with
reftitude than by erudition and frequent examination in conjun&ion with
others.

CriN. How fo? Why do we again fay this?

* As Plato, therefore, has demonftrated in the preceding Tenth Book, that the apparent orb of
every ftar is the vehicle of a ruling foul, it follows, according to him, that no one is firmly pious
who does not believe this. And hence, the grofs ignorance or impudence of thofe fophiftical
priefts who have dared to affert that Plato ridiculed the religion of his country is fufficiently obvious,

GUuEsT.
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GuesT. In the firft place, withont doubt, a catalogue fhonld be made of
thofe men who are adapted to be guardians, by their age, by the power of
difciplines, and by their manners and habits. In the next place, it is neither
eafy to find what ought to be learnt, nos to become the difciple of him who
difcovers this. Befides this, the times will be in vain prefcribed in writing,
in which the feveral particulars ought to take place. For neither will the
learners be able to know when any thing may be opportunely learnt, before
fcience of the difcipline is generated in their fouls. Hence, all thefe par-
ticulars being fpoken of occultly, will not be fpoken of properly : but they
are occult, becaufe they cannot be rendered clearer by narration.

Crin. Since this then is the cafe, O gueft, what thall we do?

GuesT. We muft a&t, O friends, according to the proverb. For we
muft difcufs the affair in common and publicly. And if we wifth to make
the dangerous trial, refpelting the whole polity, we muft do all things,
either, as they fay, throwing thrice fix, or three dice. 1 will, however,
undergo the danger with you, in fpeaking and explaining what appears to
me refpefting the difcipline and cducation  which we have now difcuffed.
The hazardous enterprife is, indecd, ncither fmall, nor fimilar to any other.
But I exhort vou, O Clinias, to make this the obje& of your care. For
you, in the city of the Maguncfians, or in that to which Divinity fhall give a
name, will obtain the greateft glory if you eftablith it properly. Or cer-
tainly, in this cafe, you cannot avoid appearing to be the braveft of all that
thall fuccced you. If then this divine affembly fhall be eftablifhed for us,
O friends and companions, the city muft be delivered to its care. Nor will
there be any altercation, as I may fay, with any of the legiflators at prefent
refpelting thefe inftitutions.  But, in rcality, we thall nearly effe that in a
vigilant ftate, which we touched upon in our difcourfe a little before, as in
a dream, when we mingled together a certain image of the agreement of the
head with intelle&t, if thefc men are accurately mingled together for us,
are properly difciplined, and when difciplined refide in the acropolis of the
region, {o as to become fuch guardians, and poflefs the virtue of prefervation
in fuch a degree as we have not known any to poffefs it in the former part
of our lives,

MEeciv. O friend Clinias, from al! that has been now faid by us, it follows,

4 that
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that we muit either omit the eftablithment of this city, or not difmifs this
our gueft, but by entreaties and all manner of devices make him a partaker
with us in eftablithing the city.

CLiN. You fpeak with the greateft truth, Megillus. And I indeed thall
a& in this manner ; but do you alfo cooperate with me.

MEeeir, I will,

THE END OF THE TWELFTH AND LAST BOOK OF THE LAWS.
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