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DION to DIONYSIUS—Profperity.

WHILE I refided fo long With you, and managed the affairs of your
kingdom with fuch fidclity, that you might be benefited beyond others, 1 fuf-
tained grievous calumnies. For I know you are convinced, that nothing in-
human was ever perpetrated with my confent. And of the truth of this, all
thofe are my witnefles, who governed in conjun&ion with you; many of
whom, through ftrenuous endeavours, 1liberated from no trifling calamities,
And when you pofleffed the fole authority, I often preferved your city ; butat
length I was difmifled by you, and ordered to fet fail, in a more ignominious
manner thao it becomes you to expel a mendicant ; and this, after I had {o
long refided with you.  As to what remains, therefore, I thall confult re-
fpecing myfelf in a more inhuman manner. But you being fo great a tyrants
will govern alone. As to the fplendid gold, which you gave for my difmiffion»
1 return it you by Bacchius, the bearer of this Epiftle : for it was neither {uf-,
ficient for a viaticum, nor ufeful for the reft of life. It would likewife pro~-:'
cure great difgrace to you as the giver, and not much lefs to me as the re«
cciver. But it evidently makes no difference to you, either to give or re-
ceive as much gold as this ; and on its being returned to you, you may make
the fame prefent to fome other of your affociates, as you made to me. For
you have paid fufficient attention to me. And now that {entence of Euri-

* This and the fifth Epiftle appear to have been written by Dion, the celebrated but unfortunate

difciple of Plato, though the Aldine edition afcribes them to Plato,
pides
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pides feafonably occurs to my remembrance,  That when affairs happen to
,be different from what they are at prefent, you will pray for fuch a man to
be prefent with you.” But I with to remind you, that the greater part of
other tragic poets, when they introduce a tyrant dying through the machina-
tions of {ome ene, make him vociferate as follows : “ Miferable that I am, [
perith deftitute of friends.” But no one reprefents a tyrant perifhing through
the want of gold.  The following poetical fentences, likewife, will not be dif-
approved by the intelligent : ¢ Not fplendid gold, in this miferable life of
mortals moft rare, not diamonds, nor tables of filver, which are highly va-
lued by men, are fo glittering to the fight ; nor yet fertile, weighty acres of
wide extended land, as the unanimous conceptions of good men.”  Farewell,
and know thus much of us who are far diftant, that you may conduét yourfelf
better towards others.

EPISTLE
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EPISTLE II.

PLATO to DIONYSIUS—Profperity.

I HAVE heard from Archidemus, that you think refpe@ing yourfelf, that not
only I, but my familiars, Dion alone excepted, ought neither to do you any in-
jury, vor fpeak ill of you. But this aflertion, that Dion is to be excepted
fignifies that I do notrule over my familiars.,  For if I had dominion, as well
over others, as youand Dion, I think great good would be the refult, both to all
you and the reft of the Greeks. But now Iam great, in rendering myfelf obe-
dient to the dictates of my reafon. I {peak in this manner, becaufe Crati-
ftolus and Polyxenus have not given you any genuine information : for they
report, that one of thefe fhould fay, he had heard among the Olympians that
many of my afociates reviled you. Perhaps he heard more accutely thanTdid.
But it is proper, as it appears to me, that, whenever any thing of this kind
refpeting my affociates is mentioned to you, to write to me refpe@ing the
affair:  for I thall ncither be afraid nor 'athamed to fpeak the truth, But
to you and me things are thus mutually circumftanced. Nor are we un-
known to any one of the Greeks, as 1 may fay, nor is our converfation
pafled over in filence 5 nor thould it be concesled from you, that neither will
it be paffed over in filence by pofterity : for thofe by whom it is received are
fuch, that they are neither few nor obfcure. Butwhy do I thus fpeak ? I will
now tell you, afluming an elevated exordium.

Wifdom and mighty power naturally tend to the fame : and thefe two
always purfue, feek, and unite with each other. 1In the next place, men are
dclighted with thefe, whether they make them the fubje@ of their private
converfations, or hear them cclebrated in poetical compofitions.  Thus thofe
who difcourfc about Ilicro, and Paufanias the Lacedzmonian, rejoice to
mention the familiarity of Simonides with thefe men, and to relate what he
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did and faid to them.  In like manner they are accuftomed to celcbrate Pe-
riander the Corinthian in conjun@ion with Thales the Milefian ; Pericles and
Anaxagoras,Creefus and Solon,as powerful with wife men,and Cyrusas a pow-
erful man. Poets too, in imitation of this, bring together Creon and Tirefias ;
Polydus and Minos ; Agamemnon and Nefter ; Ulyfles and Palamedes : and,
as it appears to me, for the fame reafon, the firft men joined Prometheus with
Jupiter. But of thefe, they reprefent fome as difcordant, and others as friendly
with each other; and again, fome as at one time friendly, and at another
difcordant: apd they celebrate as well their mutual agreements as their
diffenfions. But I mention all thefe particulars, becaufe I am willing to
evince that men will not be filent refpeéting us when we are dead ; fo that we
ought not to negleét the opinion of mankind. For it is neceffary, as it feems,
that we fhould pay attention to futurity ; fince it comes to pafs, through a
certain nature, that the moft illiberal of mankind are not at all concerned
about the opinion of pofterity : but the moft worthy men do every thing that
they may be juftly celebrated hereafter.  And this I confider as an argu-
ment that the dead have a certain perception of what is tranfatted here. For
the moft excellent fouls prophefy that this will be the cafe; but this is not
afferted by the moft depraved. And the prophecies of divine men are more
powerful than of thofe-that are not divine. 1 alfo think, that if it were per-
mitted thofe deceafed perfons, of whom T have fpoken above, to correét their
converfations, they would very earneftly endeavour that better things might be
faid of them than at prefent.  This, therefore, it is yet permitted us to fay,
through the favour of divinity, that if we have done any thing unbecoming
during our former acquaintance with you, either in word or deed, we may
corred it; that a true opinion may be entertained of us by pofterity refpeét-
ing philofophy ; viz. a better opinion if we are worthy, and the contrary if
weare depraved. And indeed, if we pay attention to this, we caunot do any
thing more pious, nor is any thing more impious than the negleét of it.
But how this ought to take place, and what the juftice is which it contains, I
will tell you.

When I came into Sicily, I had the reputation of excelling very much in
philofophy. I was alfo willing on my arrival among the Syracufians to have
you a witnefs of my renown, that philofophy might alfo be honoured for me

by
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by the multitude. But my wifhes were not crowned with fuccefs. I do not
however affign as the caufe of this, that which is affigned by many, but I at-
tribute it to your not entirely believing in me. But you were willing to
difmifs me aud call others, and to inquire into the nature of my bufinefs; by
this as it feems diftrufting me. And thofe that fpoke loudly of thefe things
were many, and who likewife affirmed that you indeed defpifed me, and feri-
oufly applied yourfelf to other things.  Such indeed were the reports at that
time,

Now hear however what after thefe things it is juft to do, that I may reply
to your queftion, how you and I ought mutually to condu&t ourfelves. If
then you entirely defpife philofophy, you muft bid farewell to it. But if you
have either heard from another, or have yourfelf difcovered things more ex-
cellent than thofe you have received from me, then honour thefe. But if
our doftrines pleafe you, then you ought highly to honour me. Now, there~
fore, as from the beginning, do you lead and I will follow. For being ho-
noured by, I will honour you; but not being honoured, I will remain filent.
Further ftill, if you honour me, and in doing this take the lead, you will ap~
pear to honour philofophy : and this will procure you that which you ardently
defire, the reputation of being confidered by the multitude as a philofopher.
But if I thould honour you, without being honoured by you, I thould feem to
admire and purfue wealth : and we know that this is confidered as difgraceful
by all men. In fhort, if you honour me, an ornament to both of us will
eufue ; but if I honour you, difgrace to both of us will be the confequence.
And thus much for thefe particulars.

But the little fphere * is not properly made : and this Archidemus will thow
you on his arrival. It is likewife requifite to render apparent to him the par-
ticulars refpecting that which is far more honourable and divine than this,
and about which you interrogate me through him. For you fay, according to
his report, that I have not fufficiently demonttrated to you the particulars re-
fpecting the firft nature. I muft fpeak to you therefore in enigmas, that in
cafe the letter fhould be intercepted either by land or fea, he whoreads it may
not underftand this part of its contents : A/ things are fituated about the

* What this litle fphere was is uncertain,  Perhaps it was a kind of orrery.
4 E2 hing
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king® of all things; and all things fubfift for his fake, and he is the caufe of all
beautiful things. But fecond things are fituated about that whick is fecond s
and

* The following obfervations, extraéted from the fecond book of Proclus on the Theology of
Plato, form an cxcellent comment on the prefent paffage, which is no lefs deeply myRical than
truly admirable :

Plato here evidently neither connumerates the ineffable principle of things with the other prin-
ciples pofterior to him, nor does he coarrange it, as the leader of a triad, with the fecond and
third powers. For in a triadic divifion, the firft monad is the leader of the firlt orders, and which
are coordinate with itfelf: but the fecond is the leader of fecond orders; and the third of thofe
that are third. And if fome one fhould apprehend that the firft principleis the leader of all things,
fo as to comprehend at once hoth fecond and third allotments, yet the caufe which fubfifis ac-
cording to comprehenfion, is different from that which fimilarly pervades to all things.  And all
things indeed are fubjeé to the king of all things, according to one reafon and one order: but to
the firft of the triad, things firft are fubjefted according to the fame order; and it 1s neceffary
that things fecond and third fhouid be fubfervient according to their communion with the remain-
ing kings. Is it not evident, thercfore, that what is here faid in a remarkable manner celebrates
‘the exempt nature of the firl caufe, and his uncoordination with the other kingdoms of the
gods? For Plato fays, that the king of all fimilarly reigns over all things, that all things fubfit
about him, and that both cffence and energy are prefent with all things for his fuke.

Obferve too, that Plato cal's the firft god king, but he docs not think proper to give this appel-
lation to the reft. He likewife calls him the king not only of things firft, as the fecond of things
fecond, and the third of things third, but as the caufe at once of all being and of all beauty.
Hence the highelt god precedes the other caufes in an cxempt and uniform manner, and is nei-
ther celebrated by Plato as coordinated with them, nor as the leader of a triad. '

But when Plato a little after fays, ¢ This your inquiry concerning the caufe of all beautiful
things is as of a nature endued with @ certain guality,” he clearly indicates that neither language
nor knowledge is adapted to that which is firlt :  for, as being unknown, it cannot be appre-
hended by intelligence, and as being uncircumferibed, it cannot be explined by words.  But
whatever you fay of it, you wiil fay, as of a certwin thing; and you will fpeak indeed a’ont it,
but you will not fpeak i, For fpeaking of the things of which it is the caufe, we are unable to
fay, or to apprehend, through intetligence, what it is.

Here, therefore, the addition of quality and the buly energy of the foul remove it from the
goodnefs which is exempt from all things, by the redundancy of ks conceptions about it. This
likewife draws the foul down to kindred, connate, and mualtiform intelligibles, and prevents her
from receiving that which is charaéterized by unity, and is occult in the participation of the good.
And it is not only proper that the human foul fhould be purificd ffom things coordinate with
itfelf i the union and communion with that which is firt, and that for this purpofe it fhould
leave all the multitude of itfclf behind, and, exciting its own hyparxis, approach with clofed eves,
as it is faid, to the king of all things, and participate of bis light as much as this is lawful for it
10 accempiifl; but intelc& alfo, which is prior to us, and all divine natures, by their higheft

unions,
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and fuch as are third in gradation about that which s third. The human foul
therefore extends itfelf in order to learn the quality of thefe things, and looks to
Such

unions, fupereffential torches *, and firft hyparxes, are united to that which is firff, and always
participate of its exuberant fulnefs; and this not fo far as they arc that which they are, but fo
far as they are exempt from things allied to themfelves, and converge to the one principle of all.
For the caufe of all diffeminated in all things impreffions of his own all-perteét tranfcendency,
and through thefe cftablifhes all things about himfelf, and being exempt from wholes, is ineffably
prefent to all things. Every thing, therefore, entering into the ineffable of its own nature, finds.
there the fymbol of the father of all.  All things too naturally venerate him, and are united to
him, through an appropriate myftic impreffion, divefting themfelves of their own nature, and
haftening to become his impreffion alone, and to participate him alone, through the defire of his
unknown nature, and of the fountain of good. Hence, when they have run upwards as far as.
to this caufe, they become tranquil, and are liberated from the parturitions and the defire which
all things naturally poffefs of goodnefs unknown, ineffable, imparticipable, and tranfcendently
full. But that what is here faid is concerning the firlt god, and that Plato, in thefe conceptions,
Jeaves him uncoordinated with and exempt from the other caufes, has been, I think, fufficiently
evinced.

. Let us then in the next place confider each of the dogmas, and adapt them to our conceptions
concerning caufe, that from thefe we may comprehend, by a reafoning procefs, the feope of the
whole of Plato’s theology.  Let then one truth concerning the firlt principle be efpecially that
which celebrates his ineffable, Gmple, and all-tranfcending nature; which eftablithes all:
things about him, but do:s not affert that he generates or produces any thing, or that he pre-
fubfifts as the end of things pofierior to himfclf.  For fuch a form of words neither adds any
thing to the unknown, who is excmpt from all things, nor mmliiplics him who is eftablithed
above all union, nor refers thi: habitude and communion of things fecondary to him who is per-
feQly imparticipable. Nor in fhort does it aunounce that it tcaches any thing about him, or con-
cerning his nature, but about the fecond and third natures which fubfift afier him.

Such then being this indication of the firft god, and fuch the manner in which it venerates
the ineffable, the fecond to this is that which converts all the defires of things to hin, and cele~
brates him as the obje&k of defire to and common end of all things, according to one caufe which
precedes all other caufes.  For the laft of things fubfifts ouly for the fake of fomething clfe, but
the firlt is that only for the fake of which all other things fubfift : and all the natures that fub-
fift between participate of thefe two idioms.' Hence they genuinely adhere to the natures which.
furpafs them, as objeéts of defire, hut impart the perfection of defires to fubordinate beings.

‘The third fpeculation of the principle of things is far inferior to the preceding, confidering
him as giving fubfitence to all beautiful things.  For to celebrate him as the fupplicr of good,
aud as end preceding the two orders of things, is not very remote from the narration which fays,
that all caufus are poflerior to him, and derive their fubfitence from him, as ‘well thofe which are

* Yapueois mupcas,  Proctus thus (k“v"m'mm the fupere@iutial uni ics conformably to what is faid of them by Plato in the

6ih buoi of the Repubiic; for bie there contiders them as analogeus to lighte
paternal,
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[uck particulars as are allied to ptfelf, none of which are fuficient for the Jure
20/e.  But about the king himfelf, and the gatures of which I have Jhoken, there
) 15

paternal, and the fources of good, as thofe that are the fuppliers of prolific powers. But to afcribe
to him a producing and generative caufe, is il more remote from the all-perfe union of the
firft. For as it cannot be known or difcuffed by language, by fecondary natures, it muft not be
faid that it is the caufe, or that it is geuerative of beings, but we fhould celebrate in filence this
ineffable nature, and this perfeétly caufelefs caufe which is prior to all caufes. If, however, as we
endeavour to afcribe to him tbe good and tbe one, we in like manner attribute to him cau/z, and that
which is final or paternal, we muft pardon the parturition of the foul about this incffable prin-
ciple, alpiring to perceive him with the cye of iutclledt, and to fpeak about himj but, at the fame
time, the exempt tranfcendency of the one which is immenfe muft be confidered as furpafling an
indication of this kiad,

From thefe things, therefore, we may receive the facred conceptions of Plato, and an order
adapted to thingsthemfelves. And we may fay that the firft part of this fentence fuﬂicicﬁtlyin-
dicates the fimplicity, tranfcendency, and in {liort the uncoordination with all things of the king
of all.  For the aflertion that all things fubfift about him, unfolds the hyparxis of things fecond,
but leaves that which is beyond all things without any connexion with things pofterior toit.  But
the {econd part celebrates the king of all things as prearranged in the order of end. For that which
is the higheft of all caufes, is immediately conjoined with that which is prior to caufe ; but of this
kind is the final caufe, and that for the fake of which all things fubfift. This, therefore, is pofterior
to the other, and is woven together with the order of things, and the progreffion of the Platonic
do&trine.

Again, the third part afferts him to be produllive of all beautiful things, and thusaddsto him
a fpecies of caufe inferior to the final.  Whence alfo Plotinus, I think, does not hefitate to call the
firft god the fountain of the beautiful. Tt is neceffary therefore to attribute that which is beft to the
beft of alithings, that he may be the caufe of all, and in reality prior to caufe. But thisis tbe good.
Thistoo, whichis an admirable circumftance, may be feen in the wordsof Plato, that the firft of thefe
three divinedogmas, neither prefumes to fayany thing about thegood, and this incflable nature, nor
does it permit us to refer any fpecies of caufe to it.  But the fecond dogma leaves indeed the good
ineffable, as it is fit it fhould, but, from the habitude of things pofterior 10 it, enables us to colle&
the final caufe : for it does not refufe to call it that for the fake of which all things fubfif.  Bug
when it afferts that all things are for the fuke of ths good, it excites in us the conception of the
communion and coordination of that which isthe objet of defire with the defiring natures, And
the third dogma evinces that the good is the caufe of all beautiful things.  But this is to fay fome-
thing concerning it, and to add to the fimplicity of the firft caufe, and not to abide in the concep-
tion of the end, but to conjoin with it the producing principle of things fecond.  And it appears
to me that Plato here indicates the natures which are proximately unfolded into light after the firt.
For it is not poffible to fay any thing concerning it except at one time being impelled to this from.
all things, and at another from the beft of things : for it is the caufe of hyparxis to all things, is firft
participated by the beft of things, and unfolds its own feparate union through the idiom of lh:‘l;:.

e
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is nothing of this kind: dut the foul [heaks of that which is peflerior to this,
Indeed, O fon of Dionyfius and Doris, this your inquiry concerning ihe caufe of
all beautiful ' things, is as of & nature endued with a certain quality. Or
rather it is a partsrition refpeéling this ingenerated in the foul ; from which be
wbho is not liberated 101/l never in reality acquire truth,

You bave faid, that you thought of mentioning this to me, in the garden,
when we were feated under the laurel trees, and that it was your invention.
But I have faid, that if this appears to you to fubfift in this manner, you
have freed me from a long difcuffion. Nor fhall we ever find any other
inventor ; but about this I fhall be very bufily employed.  Perhaps however
you have heard this from fome one, or perhaps you have been impelled to
advance thus far by a divine allotment. You have not however apprehended
what a ftability the demonftrations of this thing poflefs; but you fpring
forward at different times in a different manner, about that which is the
object of phantafy, while in the mean time the thing of which we are now
fpeaking is not any thing of this kind. Nor is this the cafe with you alonc:
but be well affured that no one, when he firlt hears ms, is in the beginning
otherwife affeCted. And one indeed, finding more difficulty, and another
lefs, they are fcarcely at leugth liberated from parturition. But nearly all
of them labour not a littke,  As this therefore has been, and is the cale, in
my opinion, we have ncarly found that about which you inquire in your
letters, I mean, how we ought to be affeted towards each other. For after
you have difcufled thefe particulars, with the affiftance of other perfons, and

We afcribe to it therefore the one and the good, from the donation from it which pervades to al}
things.  For of thofe things of which all participate, we fay there is no other caufe than that
which is eflablithed prior to all thefe. But the about which (vo meps o), the through whick (o d o),
the from wbich (10 29’ o) particularly fubfift in the intelligible gods : and from thefe they are af-
eribed to the firt god.  For whence can we fuppofe the unical gods derive their idioms, except
from that which is prior to them? To this fummit of intelligibles therefore the term adout is
adapted, becaufe all the divine orders occultly proceed about this fummit which is arranged prior
to them. But the term through which pertains to the middle order of inteligibles : for all things
fubfit for the fake of eternity and an hyparxis perfe@ly entire.  And the term from wbich is
adapted to the extremity of intelligibles: for this firft produces all things, and adorns them unj-
formly,

* In all the editions of Plato that I have fecn, xaxwy is here erroncoufly printed inftead of xaaw.
I fay crroneoufly, becaufe not only the authority of Proclus but the fenfe of the paffage provesit to
Ye fo.

have
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have compared them with the opinions of others, ‘and confidered them by
themfelves, then, if your inquiry has been properly condu&ted, you will ~
accord both with them and vs. How then is it poffible that thefc things,
and all of which we have fpoken, fhonld not take place ?

You have, therefore, acted rightly in now fending Archidemus to us.
And after he has rcturned to you and has related my opinion, other doubts
will perhaps rife in your mind. If, therefore, you confflt properly, you
will fend Archidemus to me again. But he, as if laden with merchandife,
will again return to you. And if you do this, twice or thrice, and fuffici-
ently examine the things which 1 fhall fend, I fhould wonder if you are
not much better difpofed with refpeét to the particulars you are in doubt of
than at prefent.  You fhould, therefore, boldly aét in this manner: for.
neither you, nor Archidemus, can engage in any merchandife more becom-
ing or more acceptable to divinity than this. Be careful, however, that thefe
things do not fall among men void of difcipline: for, as it appears to me,
there are fearcely any porticulars whick will appear more ridiculous to the
multitude than thefes nor agan, any which will appear more wonderful and
enthufiafiic to thofe that are well born. But when often repeated and con-
tinually heard, and this for many years, they are {carcely atlength, with great
labour, purified like gold.

But hear the WOI](JCJ ful circumftance which takes place in this affair:
for there are many men who have heard thefe things, who are able to
learn and able to remember, who are fagacious in éxamining and judging,
who are now advanced in years, and who have heard thefe things for not
lefs than thirty years; thefe men now fay, that things which formerly
appeared to them to be moft incredible, now appear to them to be moft
credible and perfpicuous.  And things which were formerly confidered by
them as moft credible, now appear to them to be the very contrary. Look-
ing therefore to this, be careful left you repent of what you have now
unworthily uttered.  But the greateft means of defence in this cafe,
confifts not in writing, but lea:’ning : for things which are writtea cannot
be kept from the public view. On this account, I have never at any time
written any thing about thefe particulars.  Nor is there any book px‘ofcffcd.ly
eompofcd by Plato, uor will there b‘,. But what has now been faid, is to be

afcribed
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afcribed * to Socrates, who was a worthy chara&er, even while a young man,
Farewell, and be perfuaded by me ; and when you bave often read this Epiftlc,
commit it to the flames. And thus much for thefe particulars.

With refpe& to Polyxenus, you wonder that I do not fend him to you,
But I fay the fame at prefent as I have formerly faid concerning Lycophron,
and the others that are with you, viz. that, both naturally and from the
method of your difcourfe, you very much excel them in the art of {peaking,
Nor is any one of them willingly confuted as fome fuppofe, but unwillingly.
And you appear indeed to have ufed and beftowed gifts upon them fufficiently
well. Many other things may be faid about thefe particulars, as well as
about others of the fame kind.  But if you ufe Philiftion, do not fpare him,
And if you can, employ Speufippus, and difmifs him. Speufippus indeed
ftands in need of your affiftance. But Philiftion promifed me that he would
very willingly come to Athens, if you would difmifs him.  You will likewife
do well to difmifs him who belongs to the ftone quarrics. But the requeft is
trifling, both refpeing his domeftics, and Egefippus the fon of Arifton: for
in one of your letters to me you fay, that if any one either injures him, or
his domeftics, and you perceive it, you will not fuffer a continuance of the
injury., Befides, it is worth while to {peak the truth refpeéting Lyficlides:
for he alone, of thofe who came from Sicily to Athens, has made no alter-
ation refpeéting our intimacy with each other, but continually fpeaks of our
paft condu as laudable and good.

1 Plato means nothing more by this, than that what has been above faid is conformable to the
do&rine of Socrates.

VOL. V. 4 F ' EPISTLE
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EPISTLE III.

PLATO to DIONYSIUS—~H:alth,

YO U inqyire, by your Jetter, whether it is better in falutations to ufe the
word health, or rather to write, as I am accuftomed to do in letters to my
friends, profperity. For you, as thofe who were then prefent relate,
flattering the god who is worfhipped at Delphi, call him by this very
appellation. And as they fay, you write hai/, and yet preferve the
voluptuous life of a tyrant. But 1 addrefs neither man nor divinity
with this falutation. Not divinity, becaufe in fo doing I fhould place him
in an order contrary to his nature ; as he is far removed from pleafure and
pain. Nor man, becaufe pleafure often produces detriment and pain, and
generates in the foul, indocility, oblivion, ftupidity, and infolence. And
thus much refpeting falutation, which, after you have read, you may take
as you pleafe.

But not a few report, that you faid to certain ambafladors who were with
you, that you intended to reeftablifh the Grecian cities in Sicily, to re@ify
the government of the Syracufians, and give them a kingdom inftead of a
tyranny. You affert, however, that though you very much defired, yet
being impeded by me, you had not then an opportunity to put thefe
inteations in execution ; that I now teach Dion to do the very fame things
himfelf ; and that, according to your conceptions of things, we fhall fubvert
your government. You indeed know whether you derive any advantage
from fuch affertions; but you certainly injure me by fpeaking contrary to
the truth: for 1 am become fufficiently odious both to the mercenary
foldiers and the Syracufian vulgar, through Philiftides and many others, on
account of my refidence in the acropolis, For then thofe that dwelt out of
the tower blamed me as the author of every crime, and afferted that you did

every
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every thiug through my perfuafions. However, you moft clearly know,
that of my own accord I meddled very little with politics, and that this was
only at firft, when I thought I might in fome degree be beneficial, while
with a fufficient degree of earneftnefs I was compofing my books of- Laws;
to which you, or fome other perfon, have made additions contrary to my
intention. For I hear that, afterwards, fome of you a&ed in a fraudulent
manner with refpe@ to thefe writings : and thefe things indeed are
manifeft to thofe that are able to diftinguifh the nature of my difpofition.
But, as I jult now faid, I do not ftand in need of calumny from the
Syracufians, and certain others whom you may have perfuaded by thefe
affertions ; but I am much more in want of au apology againft the former
calumny, than that which has now arifen after it, as being greater and
more vehement, v ‘

Againft thefe two calumnies, therefore, it is neceffary I thould make
a two-fold apology. In the firft place afferting, that I very properly avoided
engaging with you in political affairs: and in the fecond place, that
my advice was not that which you fay it was, and that I did not impede you,
when you defigned to reeftablith the Grecian cities. Hear then, in the firft
place, the particulars of my firlt apology. I came to Syracufe, in confequence
of being called by you and Dion, who was already approved of by me,
and who had formerly becen my gucft. He likewife had arrived at that
period of life which we call a middle age, and in which thofe that are endued
with the fmalleft degree of intelle&t, will apply themfelves to fuch affairs as
were then the fubjet of your deliberations, But you were very young, and
very ignorant of thofe particulars in which you ought to have been fkilled ;
and you were likewife perfe@tly unknown to me. After this, fome man,
or god, or a certain fortune i conjun@ion with you, expelled Dion,
and you were left alone. Do you think therefore, that at that time I
had any communion with you in political affairs ; perceiving as I did, that a
prudent counfellor was banithed by you, and that an imprudent perfon
was left, with a multitude of bafe men ; {o that he did not govern in reality,
but while he thought he had dominion, he was governed by men of this
defeription @ In thefe circumflances, what ought to have done? Does it
not necefarily follow, that I ought to have done what 1 did do? I mean, to

4F 2 bid
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bid farewell to politics, in order to avoid the calumnies of the malevolent,
and to endeavour that vou and Dion, who were far feparated from, and
_difcordant with each other, might become in the higheft degree mutual
friends.  You are my witnefs, that I never at any time remitted my
endeavours to accomplith this. At the fame time, we could fcarcely agree
that I thould return home, and that when the war was finithed, in which you
were then engaged, I and Dion fhould come to Syracufe ; and that
you would call us. Thefe were the tranfaétions which happened when
I firft came among the Syracufians, and on my returning home with
fafety.

After this, peace being made, you called me, not, however, according to
the agreement, but you wrote to me that I thould come alone, and that you
would fend for Dion afterwards. On this account I did not come, which
difpleafed Dion, who thought it would be better to comply with your
requeft. On the following year a three-banked galley and letters came from
you, and in thefe epiftles you fay, that if I will come, the affairs of
Dion fhall be fettled according to my mind; but that if I did not come, the
very contrary thould take place. I am afhamed to fay how many letters then
came, both from you, and others through you, from Italy and Sicily, to me,
and to fuch as were my kindred and familiars ; all of them exhorting and
requefting me to comply by all means with your entreaties, It appeared,
therefore, to all thefe, beginning from Dion, that I ought to fet fail, and net
behave effeminately, though I excufed myfelf on account of my age, and
mentioned my doubts that you would not be fufficient to refift my calumni-
ators, and thofe who withed to fow diffenfion between us. TFor I then faw,
and now fee, with refpe@ to the great and furpaffing pofleffions both of
private perfons and monarchs, that in proportion to their magnitude, they
nourith calumniators, and thofe that devife noxious pleafures ; a greater evil
than which neither wealth, nor the power of any other prex:ogativc can
produce. Ilowever, bidding farewell to all thefe confiderations, I deter-
mined to come, that my friends might uot accufe me of ruining, through my
negligence, the affairs of Dion, when they might have been fafe.

You well know all that happened on my arrival.  For 1 indeed thought,

according to the compac made by you in your letters, that you would in the
firtt
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firft place recall Dion, and reftore him to his former familiarity with you.
If, as I perfuaded you, you had done fo at that time, perhaps, as my opinion
prophefies, things would have been better for you, and the Syracufians, and the
other Greeks. Afterwards, I thought that the property of Dion ought to be
reftored, and that it ought not to be given to thofe among whom you thought
proper it fhould be divided. Befides this, Ithought that the ufual fum of money
fhould be fent to him every year, and that it ought rather to be increafed than
diminithed on account of my being prefent.  But as none of thefe things took
place, I determined to depart. After this, however, you perfuaded me to ftay for
a year, affirming that you wouldreftore all the property of Dion,fo that one half
wouldbe fent toCorinth,and thattheother half fhould be left for his fon. I could
relate many other things which you promifed todo, but have not performed ;
but I omit them, on account of their multitude : for as you. fold all the pof-
feffions of Dion without his confent, though you affirmed you would net un-
lefs he confented to it, you have placed a moft glorious colophon, O wonder-
ful man, on all your promifes. For you devifed a thing neither beautiful nor
clegant, nor juft, nor advantagcous; I mean, you attempted to frighten me,.
as being ignorant of the tranfactions at that time, that I might ceafe entreating,
you to fend money to Dion. For when you banifhed Heraclides, which did
not appear juft either to the Syracufians, or to me, and I, together with Theo-
dotus and Euribius, requefted you to pardon him, making ufe of this as a fuffi~
cient pretext, you faid that it had been for fome time pait evident to you, that
I was not at all concerned about you, but only for Dion, and his friends and
kindred. And now, as Theodotes and Heraclides are calumniated as being the
familiars of Dion, you affert that I endeavour, by every poflible device, that
they may not fuffer punithment.  And thus much for the political tranfac-
tions of you and me.  Andif you have feen any thing elfe difcordant in me
with refpe to you, think it is reafonable that all this fhould have happened,
and do not wonder that it has : for I thould defervedly appear to be depraved to
aman endued with any portion of intellet, if, per{uaded by the magnitude of
your authority, I thould betray my antient friend and gueft when ading evilly
through you, and yet, as I may fay, being in no refpe® a worfe charadsr
than you are ; and if I fhould prefer you though aéting unjuflly, and thould do
every thing whi.h you enjoin for the fake of accumulating wealth,  For if

there
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there had been any change in my condu@, no other caufe than this would
have been afligned of fuch mutation. And thus muchfor this; you being
the occafion of the deceitful friendfhip and difagreement between you and
me.

But my difcourfe now nearly brings me in conneion to the fecond part of
my apology. Attend therefore diligently, and confider whether I appear to
you to affert that which is falfe, and not the truth : for I fay, that when Archi-
demus and Ariftocritus were with you in the garden, about twenty days be-
fore I returned home from Syracufe, you reproached me with the very fame
thing as at prefent ; I mean, that I was more concerned for Heraclides, and
every other perfon, than for you. You likewile interrogated me before them,
whether I remembered, on my firft coming to Syracufe, that I advifed you to
reefablith the Grecian cities. But I acknowledged that I did remember :
and, even now, it appears to me that it were beft todo fo. I muft likewife re-
jate, O Dionvfius, what was faid after this: for T afked you, whether I thould
advife you to do this alone, or fomething elfe befides this. But you anfwered
me in an angry and infolent manner; and on this account the injurious reply
which you then made me is now become a true vifion inftead of a dream.
. But you atked me, in a very undifguifed manner, and laughing at the fame
time if I remember, whether I exhorted you as one properly inftructed to
do all thefe things or not. I replied, that you very properly reminded me.
You then atked me whether 1 exhorted you as one learned in geometry, or
how ! But after thi Idid not fay what 1 might have faid, fearing left, for
the fake of a trifling word, the navigation which I expe&ed fhould be con-
tralted, inftead of being ample.  That, therefore, for the fake of which all
this has been faid by me, is as follows : 1 am unwilling to be calumniated by
you, as having hindered you from reeftablithing the Grecian cities, which
were fubverted by the Barbariaus, and aflifting the Syracufians, by giving
them a kingdom inftead of a tyranny. For you cannot falfely affert any
thmg of me, which lefs becomes me than this.

Indeed, if there appeared to be any fufficient judgment of this afhm, I
could adduce other arguments, ftill clearer than thefe, to prove that I ex-
horted you to do thefe things, but that you were unwilling to do them .
for it is by no means dxﬂu.ult to thow, in a perfpicuous manaer, that by thus

atting
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a@ing you would have done the beft for yourfelf, the Syracufians, and all
Sicily. If, therefore, you deny that you faid thefe things, when at the fame
time you did fay them, this is fufficient to condemn you. But if you acknow-
ledge that you did, think after this, that Stefichorus was a wife man, and
imitating his recantation®, betake yourfelf from a falfe affertion to one that
1s true, '

* See the Phxdrus of Plato, where the circumflance here alluded to is cited at length.
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EPISTLE 1V.

PLATO to DION of SYRACUSE--Profperity.

I THINK that my alacrity with refpe@ to cafual aions is apparent at all
times, and that I very ferioufly apply myfelf toaccomplith them, not more for
thefake of any thing elfe, than emulation in things beautiful. For I confiderit
as juft, that thofe who are in reality worthy men, and who a in this manner,
fhould obtain that renown which is their due. At prefent, therefore, through
the favour of divinity, things fubfift in a proper manner : but with refpe@ to
future events there is the greateft conteft. For to excel in fortitude, {wiftnefs,
and ftrength, may appear a thing poffible to be accomplithed by others ; but to
excel in truth, juftice, magnificence, and graceful conduét refpeing all thefe,
pertains to thofe, beyond all others, who afpire after the honour attendant on
fuch things as thefe. Now, therefore, what [ fay is manifeft. But at the fame
" time, we ought to remind ourfglves, that it is proper, as you well know, that
we fhould differ more from other men than other men from boys. Hence it
is evident that we ought to become fuch chara&ers as we affert ourfelves to
be ; efpecially fince, through the favour of divinity, we may fay that this
will be eafy for us to accomplith : for others, in order to effe@ this, muft
neceffarily wander through many places. But the ftate of your affairs is
fuch, that this muft be accomplithed by you in oue particular part of the
earth; and in this part the eyes of all men are efpecially turncd towards
you. Asyou are therefore beheld by all men, prepare yourfelf to exhibit to
the world a fpecimen of the ancient Lycurgus and Cyrus, or any other, who
appears to have furpaffed in the moral and political virtucs ; efpecially fince
many, and indeed nearly all, men fay, there is great reafon to expect that,
when Dionyfius is taken away, things will be in a ruinous ftate, through the

emulation of you, Heraclides, Theodotus, and other illuftrious perfons.
: If
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If, therefore, this thould happen to be the cafe, which we muft hope will
not, do you apply a remedy, that affairs may be brought to the beft condition.
It will perhaps feem to you ridiculous that I thould mention thefe things, be-
caufe you are not ignorant of them: but Ifee that in the theatres the com=
batants are incited by boys, and not by their friends, though it might be fup.
pofed that thefe would be induced earneftly to exhort them, through benevo-
lence. Now therefore do you begin the conteft, and inform me by a letter
if you require my afliftance.  Affairs here are juft as when you were with
us. Inform me, likewife, what you have done, or what you are now doing :
for though we hear many things, we know nothing; and now letters from
Theodotus and Heraclides are come to Lacedemon and Agina. But we, as
1 have faid, though we hear many things about thefe particulars, yet we know
nothing with certainty.  Think likewife, that you appear to certain perfons
to be lefs affable than is proper. Do not therefore forget, that the power of
alting arifes from pleafing mankind, but that morofenefs occafions a defer-
tion of affociates. May profperity attend you.

VOL. V. 406 EPISTLE
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EPISTLE V.

DION to PERDICCAS.

I HAVE perfuaded Euphrzus, as you requeft me ia your lefter, tq pay
conftant attention to your affairs. But it is juit, hofpitable, and hely, that
I thould both advife you refpeéting other things, and how you ought to ufe
Euphraus. T ought, however, moftly to advife you in that of which you are
gow indigent through your age, and the {carcity of youthful monitors. For
there is a particular found from the feveral polities, juft as if it were emitted
from certain animals, one from a democracy, another from an oligarchy,
and another again from a monarchy. Many aflert that thev underftand
thefe voices, but, except a few, they are very far from underftanding them.
Whichever of thefe polities therefore emits a proper found, both towards
the gods, and towards men, and produces altions correfpondent to its
found, that polity always flourithes and is preferved. But when it imitates
another found, it is corrupted, For this Euphrzus will be ufeful to you
in no fmall degree, though he will likewife poflefs fortitude in other things.
for I hope that he will difcover the reafons of a monarchy, not lefs than
your aflociates. If you employ him therefore for this purpofe, you will both
derive advantage to yourfelf, and greatly benefit him.

But if any one, hearing thefe things, thould fay, Plato profefled to know
what is advantageous to a democracy, but though he had an opportunity, in
his own city, of fpeaking to the people, and giving them the beft advice,
yet he never was known to rife and addrefs them; to this it may be
anfwered, that Plato came late to his country, and that he became ac-
quainted with the people when they were advanced in years, and after they

had been accuftomed by thofe prior to him to do many things contrary to
’ his
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his advice : for he would moft willingly have confulted for its good, as for
that of his father, if he had not thought he fhould have expofed himfelf to
needlefs danger.  But I think that the fame thing will take place with res
fpe@ to his advice to me: for if we fthould appear to be incurable, he will
bid a long farewell to us, and will abftain from advifing either me or mine,

May you be profperous.

4G 3 EPISTLE
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LPISTLE VI,

PLATO to HERMIAS, ERASTUS, and CORISCUS—Profperity.

It appears to me, that fome one of the gods has benevolently and abun-
dantly procured for you good fortune, if you only receive it in a becoming
manner : for you dwell near to, and are able to benefit each other in the
greateft degree. And to Hermias I fay, that neither a multitude of horfes,
nor any other warlike apparatus, nor even an abundance of gold, poffeffes
greater power, than friends that are ftable, and endued with found man-
vers. But to Eraftus and Corifcus I fay, though I am an old man, that be-
fides this beautiful wifdom of ideas, that wifdom is requifite which poffeffes
a guardian and defenfive power againft the bafe and unjuft : for they are
unfkilled in fraud, through living for a long time with us,who are orderly, and
not vicious men. On this account I have faid, that they ftand in need of thefe
two kinds of wifdom, left they thould be compelled to neglet true wifdom,
and fhould pay more attention than is proper to human and neceffary wif-
dom. But Hermias appears to me to have received this power from a na-
ture which is not yet connate, and from art through experience. What
then do [ fay? To you, Hermias, I, as being more fkilled in the manners and
difpofition of Eraftus and Corifcus than you are, affert, indicate, and teftify,
that you will not eafily find men whofe manners deferve greater confidence
than thefe your neighbours. I advife you, therefore, to cultivate an ac-
quaintance with thefe men as much as poffible. And again, I advife you,
Eraftus and Corifcus, to cultivate in return an acquaintance with Hermias,
-and endeavour, by mutual offices of kindnefs, to be united in the bonds of

friendthip,
But
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But if any one of you fhall appear to diffolve this union (for human af-
fairs are not altogether ftable), fend hither to me and mine an epiftle con-
taining an accufation of the delinquent. For I think that the reafons which
our anfwer to this letter will contain, unlefs there has been fome great caufe
for this diffolution, will again bind you in your former friendthip and union,
more than any incantation. Indeed, if all we and you philofophize as much
as we arc able, and as far as is permitted to each of us, the things which
have now been oracularly delivered will poflefs their proper authority., But
if we do not aét in this manner, I ‘will not relate the confequences: for I
prediét a good omen to you, and I fay, that if divinity pleafes, you will per-
form all thefe good actions. But it is requifite that this Epiftle thould be
read by you three together ; or at leaft by two of you in common, as often
as poffible ; and that you thould ufe it by compact, and an eftablithed law ;
at the fame time taking an oath, with an earneftnefs by no means inelegant,
and with difcipline, the fifter of this earneftnefs, and {wearing by that god,
who is the leader® of all things prefent and future, and by the father and
lord of this leader and caufe: whom, if we truly philofophize, we fhall
all clearly know, in as great a degree as is poffible to happy men.:

* By that god who is the leader of all things, Plato means Jupiter the artificer of the univerfe ;
and by the father and lord of this leader, the ineffable principle of things,

EPISTLE
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EPISTLE VIL

PLATO 15 the Kindred and Affsciates of DION—Projperity.

YOU write to me, that it is requifite to think that your fentiments about
politics are the fame as thofe of Dion; and that I fhould be exhosted to join.
with you as much. as poffible, both in word and deed. Indecd, if you have.
the fame opinion and defire with him,. 1 fhall certainly join with you; but if
you have not, it will be requifite to deliberate frequently on the fubje&.r
But his thoughts and defire were not fuch as you conjeéture. 1, however,
as knowing them, can clearly relate what they were.

When I firft came to Syracufe, I was nearly forty years old, and the age
of Dion was then the fame as that of Hipparinus is at prefent. He has
likewife always perfevered in the opinion which he then entertained ; I mean,
that the Syracufians ought to be free, and that they fhould be governed by
the beft laws. So that it is by no means wonderful, if fome god has caufed
Dion to accord with him in opinion refpe€ting a polity. But the manner
in which this was effected, is a thing which deferves to be heard both by
young and old. I will, however, endeavour to relate the affair to you from
the beginning : for at prefent it will be opportune.

When I was a young man I was affeCted in the fame manner as the
many, For 1 determined, as foon as I became my own matfter, to betake
myfelf immediately to the common affairs of the city. In the mean time,
the following political circumftances happened to me: The polity which
exifted at that time being reviled by many, a change took place. Then one
and fifty men being chofen as governors, eleven of them prefided in the city,
and ten in the Pirzus ; and each of thefe direéted the affairs in the city,
But the remaining thirty were invefted with fupreme authority, Some of
thefe being my familiars, were well known to me, and immediately called

on
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on me to attend to politics, as a thing proper for me to {tudy. But the
manner in which I was affeted was not at all wonderful, on account of
my youth: for I thought that they ought to govern the city fo as to bring
it from an unjuft life to juft manners. Aund in confequence of this, I very
diligently attended to their conduct. But I perceived that thefe men, in a
thort time, evinced that the former polity was golden in comparifon with
theirs : for, befides alting unjuftly in other refpets, they fent Socrates,
who was my friend, and older than I am, and who, I am not athamed to
fay, was the moft juft of any one then exifting; they fent him, I fay, toge-
ther with certain others, in order to bring back one of the citizens by force,
that he might be punithed with death, They likewife endeavoured to make
Socrates join with them in the management of affairs, whether he was will-
ing or not. He refufed however to comply, and determined to expofe him-
{clf to cvery danger, rather than be a partaker of their impious deeds. All
which when I perceived, together with other fimilar particulars of no fmall
importance, [ was indignant, and withdrew myfelf from the evil men of that
time. '

Not long after this, the thirty tyrants were cut off, and the whole of the
then exifting polity was fubverted. Again, therefore, I was incited, though
in a more moderate degree, to engage in common and political affairs. But
many circumftances then took place, at which any one might be indignant,
owing to the difordered ftate of affairs at that time. Nor was it wonderful,
that in fuch mutations certain enemies fhould be punithed in a more fevere
manner, although thofe that rcturned were very equitable. However,
through a certain fortune, it happened, that our affociate Socrates was
brought into a court of juftice, and was accufed of the greateft impiety, and
which pertained to Socrates the leaft of all men. For fome led him along
as an impious perfon, but others gave fentence againft him, and condemned
&im to death, who at that very time was unwilling to partake of the unholy
deed refpe@ing the removal of one of his exiled friends, On perceiving
thefe things therefore, together with the men who had the management of
political affairs, and their laws and manners, the more I confidered them as
I advanced in years, by fo much the more difficult did the right adminifira-_
tion of political concerns appear to me: for this cannot be accomplified
without fricnds and faithful affocigtes, But at that time, it was not eafy to

find
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find thefe : for our city was then no longer governed according to our fa-
thers manners and purfuits; and it was not poffible to obey fuch as were
new, with any degree of eafe, in confequence of the written laws and the
manners being corrupted.

This likewife was wonderful in the affair, that I, who at firft was ardently
defirous of engaging in political concerns, when I beheld the difordered ftate
of things, was at length giddy with the view. However, I did not withdraw
my attention from them, but determined to fee whether fomething better
might not take place refpeting thefe very things, and the whole polity, and
always to wait a fit opportunity of aéting. At laft I perceived that all
the cities exifting at prefent were badly governed. For as to what relates
to laws, they are nearly in an incurable ftate, without the affiftance of fome
wonderful apparatus in conjun&ion with fortune, I am therefore com-
pelled to fay, praifing genuine pihilofophy, that through this we are enabled to
perceive fuch political concerns as are juft, and all the affairs of private in-
dividuals. Hence, the human race will not be liberated from evils, till either
the genus of thofe that philofophize with rectitude and truth obtains the govern-
ment of political affairs, or thofe that govern in cities, from a certain divine
allotment, truly philofophize. With this conception, I firft came to Italy
and Sicily. But on my arriving thither, I was by no means pleafed with
the life which is called happy; a life full of the Italian and Syracufian
tables, and which confifts in repletion twice a day, in never lying alone by
night, and fuch other particulars as follow a life of this kind: for from
thefe manners, no man under the heavens would ever become wife, if he is
nourifhed in them from his youth, however admirable his natural difpofition
may be : nor will fuch a one ever become temperate.  And the fame thing
may be faid refpecting the other virtues. But no city can acquiefce in its
laws, while the citizens are of opinion, that it is proper to confume all their
pofleffions in fuperfluous coft; and that, negleéting every thing elfe, they
fhould give themfelves up to feafting and veaereal delight.  For it is necef~
fary that {uch cities as thefe fhould never ceafe changing into tyrannies,
oligarchies, and democracies, and that the powerful among them fhould not
even endure the name of a juft and equitable polity. With thefe, and the
above-mentioned conceptions, I came to Syracufe: perhaps through the
interference of fortune. It appeared indeed, that the adminiftration of the

prefent
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prefent affairs refpe@ing Dion and the Syracufians, was devifed by fome one
‘of the natures more excellent™ than mankind. And I am afraid, that you, on
confulting me a fecond time, will be lefs perfuaded by me than before. How-
ever, Laffirm that the beginning of all the tranfa@tions was my journey to
Sicily. For I affociated with Dion who was then a young man; and in my
difcourfe, explained to him, and advifed him to do, fuch things as appeared
to me to be beft for mankind ; not knowing that certain perfons were then
fecretly contriving a diffolution of the tyranny. For Dion being very docile,
both with refpet to other things, and what was then faid by me, he fo
acutely apprehended, and readily embraced my doétrines, that he furpafled all
the young men with whom I was ever acquainted. He was likewife deter-
mined to pafs the remainder of his life in a manner fuperior to many of the
Ttalians and Sicilians, viz. in purfuing virtue, rather than pleafure and
luxury. Hence he was hated by thofe, who lived conformably to tyranuic
inftitutes, even till the death of Dionyfius.

After this he perceived that the very fame conception, which he had
framed through the affiftance of right reafon, did not fubfift in him alone, but
in certain other perfons, though they were not numerous, among whom he
thought was Dionyfius the younger. He likewife hoped that if this were
the cafe, both his own life, and that of the other Syracufians, would be
tranfcendently more blefled. On this account he thought that I ought by
all means to come with the utmoft celerity to Syracufe, that I might affift
them in their undertakings; remembering how eafily, by my converfation,
he was inflamed with the defire of leading the moft beautiful and beft life.
If he could but enkindle this defire in Dionyfius, as he was attempting to
do, he was in hopes that a happy and true life, without flaughter and death,
and the evils which exift at prefent, would flourith through every part of
Syracufe.

Dion rightly conceiving that this would be the cafe, perfuaded Dionyfius
to fend for me, and himfelf requefted that 1 would by all means come with
the utmoft celerity, before certain other perfons, aflociating with Dionyfius,
turned him to a life different from that which i1s beft.  But it is neceflury to
relate more fully what he faid. Why, fays he, fhould we expett a fitter

* Viz. by fome one of thofe who are effentially demons or heroes.
VOL. V, 4H opportunity
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opportunity than that which now prefents itfelf to us through a certain
divine fortune? He likewife mentioned the empire of Italy and Sicily, the
power of Dionyfius in this empire, and his vehement defire after philofophy
and erudition. He informed me how much inclined his own kindred and
familiars were to the do&rines and mode of life which I inculcated, and that
he himfelf was moft fufficient to incite Dionyfius to embrace them. He
added, that in confequence of this, if at any time, there was now every
reafon to hope that thefc perfons would become philofophers and rulers of
mighty cities. With thefe therefore, and many other fuch reafons, did he
urge me to comply with his requeft, But I was fearful of the event; as the
defires of young men are hafty, and are often borne along in a direion con~
trary to themfelves.

However, I knew that the difpofition of Dion was naturally grave, and
that his age was fufficiently mature. Hence, while I was confidering and
doubting whether I fhould go and comply with his requeft, or not, it at the
fame time occured to me that 1 ought to go ; and that if ever any one thought
of attempting to give perfetion to Jaws and a polity, now was the time to
make the attempt.  For I confidered, that if I could only perfuade one perw,
fon, I fhould {ufficiently produce every good. With this conception and.
this confidence, and not from the motives which fome have thought, I left
my home ; fegling at the fame time in myfelf the greateft thame left I
thould ever appear to myfelf to be nothing more than a man of words, and
thould never voluntarily accemplith any thipg in deeds. I was likewife
fearful, left the hofpitality and friendfhip of Dion fhould be expofed to no
fmall dangers ; who, if he fhould fall into any calamity, or be banifhed by
Dionyfius, and his other enemies, would fly to us, and thys addrefs us: “1
come to you, O Plato, an exile, but am neither indigent of horfes nor
foldiers to oppofe my enemies, but I am in want of words and perfuafion,
by which 1 know you are efpecially able to convert young men to probity
and juflice, and wunite them in friendthip and fellowthip with each other;
through a defe@ of which on your part I have now left Syracufe, and have
betaken myfelf hither. As to what relates to myfelf indeed, this will bring
you lefs difgrace: but as to philofophy, which you always praife, and which
you fay is difhonoured by other men, is it not now betrayed by you together

‘ with
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with me? If, indeed, we had been inhabitants of Megara, you would have
come to my affiftance when I had called you, or I thould have confidered you
as the moft depraved of all men. But now, excufing yourfelf through the
length of the journey, and the magnitude of the voyage aud the labour, you
think you fhall avoid infamy, though this is far from being the cafe.”

If Dion had thus addreffed me, I fhould certainly have been at a lofs for a
becoming anfwer. I, therefore, came to Syracufe, with reafon and juftice,
leaving my own purfuits, which were not unbecoming, under a tyranny, which
was neither adapted to my difcourfes nor myfelf, But when I came thither
1 liberated myfelf, and thus preferved thie allotment of hofpitable Jupiter,
and of a philofopher, unblameable. This allotment indeed would have
been difgraceful, if, being in any refpet effeminate and timid, I had been &
partaker of vicious fhame. On my arrival then (for there is no occafion
to be prolix) I found all things about Dionyfius full of fedition, and calum=
nies refpecting the tyranny of Dion. I defended Dion, therefore, to the
utmoft of my power, but I was able to effect but little. For, on the fourth
month nearly after my arrival, Dionyfius accufed Dion of endeavouring to
obtain the tyranay by ftratagem, and difgracefully fent him into exile in a
{mall thip.  After this all of us that were the friends of Dion were fearful
{eft Dionyfius fhould accufe and punith any one of us as cooperating with
Dion in his ftratagem, It was likewife reported in Syracufe, that I was put
to death by Dionyfius, as being the caufe of every thing that then happened.
But he perceiving that we were all thus affe€ted, and dreading left fomething
of greater confequence thould arife from our fear, received all of us bene-
volently, confoled me, defired me to confide in him, and requefted that I
would by all means ftay ; as he would derive no advantage from my flight,
but from my contiguing at Syracufe. On this account, he pretended to
requeft me very much to ftay. However, we know that the requefts of
tyrants are mingled with neceffity,

Contriving, therefore, to prevent my departure, he obliged me to refide in
the acropolis, whence no failor could lead me away, not becaufe he would
be hindered by Dionyfius, but becaufe he could not accomplith this withour
his orders.  Nor was there any merchant, or provincial magiftrate, who, on
feeing me leaving the couutry, would not immediately have brought me
back again to Dionyfius ; efpecially fince the report at that time was con-

4H 2 trary



604 THE EPISTLES

trary to that which was circulated before ; for now it was faid that Dionyfius
again received Plato with wonderful kindnefs. And indeed this was the
cafe: for it is neceffary to fpeak the truth. He behaved therefore to. me
with increafing kindnefs every day, and was delighted with my mannersand
habits. But he withed me to praife him more, and to confider him as my
friend in a far greater degree than Dion: and this he ftrove to accomplith
in a wonderful manner, However, he negle&ed the moft beautiful means
of effeéting his purpofe, if it could have been effected, I mean affociating
and becoming familiar with me, by hearing and learning difcourfes on phi-
lofophy. But this he was fearful of doing, left, as was aflerted by my calum~
niators, he thould be impeded in his defigns, and Dion fhould have the entire
management of affairs, However, I endured every thing, perfervering in
the opinion which I entertained when I firft came to Syracufe, and trying if
by any poffible means Dionyfius could be brought to a defire of a philofophic
life. But he rendered my endeavours ineffe€tual by his oppofition, And
fuch are the particulars of my firft voyage to Sicily.

However, in confequence of the earneft folicitations of Dionyfius, I made
a fecond voyage to Sicily. But on what account I came thither, and what
I did there, I may reafonably and juftly relate to you, when I advife you
how it is proper to aé in the prefent ftate of affairs. I fay I may relate this
to you, for the fake of thofe who atk why I came a fecond time to Sicily,
I fpeak in this manner, that fuperfluous things may not be preferred by me
to fuch as are important.

1 think, indeed, that he who gives his advice to a fick man, and one whe
ufes bad diet, fhould perfuade him in the firft place to change his mode of
living ; and if the difeafed perfon is willing to comply with him in this, that
he fhould then perfuade him to other things ; but if he is unwilling to com-
ply, then I fhould think that his advifer, if he abandons him, a@s like a
man and 2 phyfician, but if he ftill continues with him, that he a&s like
one effeminate and deftitute of art. 1 affert the fame thing likewife of a
city, whether it has one governor, or many. For if the polity proceeds ina
right way, it is the province of a man, endued with intellet, to give it ufeful
advice ; but if the very contrary of this happens to be. the cafe, and the
people do not by any means with to tread in the veftiges of an upright polity,
but proclaim to !hcir advifer that he muft relinquifh his concern about.the

polity,
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polity, aud not difturb it, for if he does he fhall fuffer death ; and at the
fame time exhort him to be fubfervient to their wills and defires, and thus
advife them how they may always procurc pleafures with celerity and eafe ;
when this is the cafe, [ thould confider him who endures to give fuch advice,
as effeminate, but him who does not endure it, as a man.

In confequence of this conception, when any one confults me about one
of the greateft concerns of his life, fuch as about the acquifition of riches, or
the attention pertaining to the body or foul, if he appears to me to live daily
in an orderly manner, or is willing to be perfuaded when I give him my ad-
vice, then I readily join with him in confultation, nor do I defift till the
affair is brought to a conclufion. But if either he does not at all confult
me, or, if he does, obvioufly neglefts to follow my advice, in this cafe I
thould not of my own accord give advice to fuch a one, nor would I be
compelled to give it, even if he were my fon. But I would voluntarily give
advice to a flave, and, if he were unwilling, force him to follow it. 1 thould
not however think it holy to force my father, unlefs he was void of under-
ftanding through difeafe.

Again, if thofe that confult me live according to an eftablifhed mode
which is pleafing to themfelves, but not to me, I would not hate them, be-
caufe 1 had admonithed them in vaiu, nor yet flattering be fubfervient to
them, and afford them thofe means of gratifying their defires, which, if I
were to embrace, 1 thould not with to live. With the fame conceptions
refpecting his country, a prudent man ought to live, expofing its errors, if
it appears to him not to be well governed, when this can be done, without
fpeaking in vain, or lofing his life. But he fhould never by violence effe@
a change in the government of his country, when it cannot be brought to
the beft eondition, without the expulfion and flaughter of the citizens, but
in this cafe, leading a quiet life, he thould pray for the good both of himfelf
and the city.

In the very fame manner I advife you to a&. And I advifed Dionyfius to
live daily in fuch a manner with Dion, that he might both have the maftery
over himfelf, and acquire faithful fricnds and aflociates, that the fame thing
might not befall him which happened to his father. For his father having
obtained the pofleflion of and teeltablithed many and great cities in Sicily,

which had been fubverted by the Barbarians, could not eftablith in the poli-
tics
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tics of thefe faithful men, neither from his own affociates, nor from among
ftrangers, nor from his younger brothers, whom he himfelf had educated.
Nor yet could he find men worthy to be trufted, either among the private
perfons whom he had made governors, or-the poor, whom he had made
very rich, But among thefe he could not procure one faithful affociate,
cither by perfuading or teaching, or the benefits which he conferred. But
he was feven times worfe than Darius, who neither confiding in his brothers,
nor in thofe that were educated by him, but alone affociating with himfelf
in the government of his kingdom a Mede and captive eunuch, he divided
feven parts of his dominions between them, each of which was larger than
all Sicily, and found them to be faithful adherents, and neither infidious to
him, nor to each other. He likewife gave-an example how a good legiflator
and king ought to act. For he cftablithed laws by which the Perfian govern-
ment is preferved even at prefent. To which we may add, that the Athe-
nians, after they had taken pofleffion of many Grecian cities, which they
had not founded themfelves, and which had been fubverted by the Barbarians,
preferved their empire over them for feventy years, in confequence of pro-
curing to themfelves friends in each of the cities.

But Dionyfius having colletted all Sicily into one city, and through his
wifdom confiding in no one, was with difficulty faved. For he was deftitute
of friends, and men in whom he could confide, than which there can be no
greater fign of vice, as on.the contrary the poffeflion of thefe is the greateft
proof of virtue. I therefore and Dion advifcd Dionyfius to procure himfelf
friends from his affociates, and fuch as were his equals in age, and who
unanimoufly cultivated virtue, fince, through the fituation of his father’s
affairs, he neither cultivated learning, nor had proper affociates. But we
particularly advifed him to accord with himfelf. For we aflcrted that he
was in a wonderful manner deficient in this refpeét, not indeed in perfpi-
cuous terms (for this was not fafe), but in an obfcure manner, contending
in our diftourfe, that when this is the cafe, every man will become the
faviour both of himfelf and thofe whom he governs ; but that when he does
not accord with himfelf, he will caufe the very contrary of this to take
place. If therefore, as we faid, he was confiftent with himfelf, and acquired
prudence and temperance, and if afterwards ‘he reftored the defolated cities
of Sicily, and bound them together with fach laws and polities, that they

) might
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might be friendly both to him and to each other, in refifting the incurfions
of the Barbarians, then he would not only double, but in reality multiply his
paternal kingdom. "For thus the Carthaginians would much more readily
become fubjet to his power, than they were to that of Gelon; nor would
he on the contrary, like his father, be compelled to pay a tribute to the Bar-
barians,

This was the fubftance of what we faid, and the advice which we gave to
Dionyfius, at the very time when it was reported in many places that we
were forming ftratagems againft him. Indeed, the men who raifed thefe
reports prevailed over Dionyfius, expelled Dion, and threw us into fear.
But, in thort, Dion, departing from Peloponnefus and Athens, admonifhed
Dionyfius in reality. When therefore Dion had liberated and twice reftored
the city to its inhabitants, the Syracufians were then affeGted in the fame
manner towards him, as Dionyfius had been before. For Dionyfius had
endeavoured to educate Dion fo as that he might become a king worthy of
his kingdom, and be his affociate through the whole of life. But thofe that
calumniated Dion, reported that he endeavoured to gain the tyranny by
ftratagem, and did every thing at that time, that the mind of Dionyfius,
which was allured by difcipline, might negleét the affairs of government,
and commit them entirely to Dion, who, by fraudulent ufurpation, woyld
expel Dionyfius from the empire.

Thefe things being then reported a fecond time among the Syracufians,
vanquithed by a very abfurd and bafe viGtory thofe who were the caufes of
the vitory. But it is.proper that the particulars of this affair fhould be
heard by you, who now call upon me to fettle the prefent affairs. I there-
fare being an Athenian, the affociate of Dion, and one who joined with him
in oppofing the tyrant, that he might make peace inftead of war, was van-
quithed in oppofing the calumniators. But Dionyfius, by loading me with
honours and riches, endeavoured to perfuade me to ftay with him, and to
make me his friend, that I might ferve as a witnefs that he had not unde-
fervedly expelled Dion. However, he was entirely difappointed in bhis ex-
peations. But Dion afterwards returning home, brought with him two.
Athenian brothers, who had not become his friends from philofophy, but

from that cafual affociation of moft friends, which arifes from performing
’ the
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the rites of hofpitality, and from being mutually initiated in facred myfteries,
From thefe caufes, and from offering to attend Dion in his return to Syra-
cufe, he had contra&ed a friendfhip with them. But thefe nen, on their
coming to Sicily, when they underftood that Dion was calumniated as en-
deavouring by ftratagem to obtain the tyranny, by thofe very men whom he
had liberated, not only betrayed their affociate and gueft, but becoming as
it were perpetrators of murder with their own hands, they affited the mur-
derers with arms.  However, I fhall neither pafs by in fileuce, nor relate
the particulars of this bafe and unholy deed: for it has been elegantly re-
lated by many others, and will be again in fome future period of time.

But T will wipe away the infamy with which the Athenians are branded.
For 1 fay, that ¢ was an Athenian, who could never be induced either by
riches or honours to betray the city. For he was not made a friend through
illiberal benevolence, but through the communion of liberal difcipline; in
which alone, he who is endued with intellet ought to confide, rather than
in the alliance of fouls and bodies. Thefe men, therefore, are not of con-
fequence fufficient to bring difgrace on the city for killing Dion : for they
were men of no renown. But I have faid thus much for the fake of giving
advice to the friends and kindred of Dion,

1 give you likewife the fame advice as before, and addrefs you in the fame
words the third time, viz. that you fhould neither fubjeét Sicily, nor, in my
opinion, any other city, to defpotic men, but to the laws; for this is neither
better for the governors nor the governed, nor for their children, nor their
children’s children, but the experiment is perfe@ly®pernicious. But little
and illiberal fouls delight to feize gain of this kind, underftanding nothing
of things juft and good, human and divine, whether pertaining to the prefent
time, or to futurity. Of the truth of thefe things, I endeavoured firft to
perfuade Dion, and afterwards Dionyfius, and now, in the third place, you.
Be perfuaded therefore by me, for the fake of Jupiter the third faviour.

In the next place, look to Dionyfius aud Dion, the former of whom, not
following my advice, now lives in an unbecoming manner ; but the latter,
who a@ed conformably te my perfuafions, died beautifully. For he who
afpires after the moft excellent things, both for himfelf and his country, will
endure whatever may befall him in an upright and beautiful manner : for no

one
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one of us1s naturally immortal I, nor if this fhould happen to be the cafe with
anyone of us, would he on that account become happy, as it appears he would
to the multitude.  For in things inanimate, there is nothing either of good "
or ill which deferves to be regarded : but good or ill happens to every foul,
either during its union with, or feparation from, body. But it is always pro-
per thus to believe inantient and facred difcourfes, which inform us that the
foul is immortal, that it has judges of its condu&, and that it {uffers the great-
eft punifhments when it is liberated from the body. On thisaccount it is re-
quifite to think that it is a leffer evil to fuffer than to do the greateft injuries.
This, indeed, the mun who is a lover of wealth, and who is poor in foul does
not hear, and if he did hear, he would deride it, in confequence of thinking
that he ought impudently to feize on all fides, like a wild beaft, whatever he
can eat or drink, and whatever can contribute to venereal delight, which is
a thing fervile and ungrateful, and is not properly denominated pleafure.
Such a one being blind, does not perceive that he can never fatisfy infatiable
defire, nor fee what a mighty evil is unholy condu&, nor what the particulars
are with which it is always attended in conjunction with every unjuft deed.
For he who ads unjuftly, muft neceffarily attraét to himfelf impiety, both
while he rolls on the earth, and when he accomplithes under the earth a
journey, perfeétly and in every refpect dithonourable and miferable.

When I faid thefe, and other things of the like kind to Dion, I perfuaded
him of their truth, But [ was moftjuftly enraged with his murderers, in the
fame manner ncarly as with Dionyfius: for both of them injured me, and all
the reft, as [ may fay, in the higheft degree. For they deftroyed a man who
was willing to ufe juftice: but Dionyfius, who did not by any meauns
wifh to ufe juftice, through the whole of his government, obtained the
greateft power. If, however, under his government, philofophy and power
had been united in reality, they would have prefented to all men, both Grecks
and Barbarians, a true and fufficiently luminous opinion, that neither any
city nor any man can ever be happy, unlefs they pafs through life with pru-
dence?, and in fubjection to juftice; whether they poffefs thefe in themfelves,
or are properly educated and inftru@ed in the manners of holy governors.

The condué, therefore, of Dionyfius in thefe things was noxious : but other

* Viz. the union of the foul with this terrene body is not an immortal union.
* Sec the General Introduion prefixéd to this work for the accurate meaning of this word.
VOL. V. 41 things
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things in which I was injured are fmall when compared to thefe. But he
who flew Dion, did not know that he had done the fame thing as Dionyfius.
For I clearly know, as far as it is poffible for one man to fpeak confidently of
another, that if Dion had retained his government, he would never have
changed it into any other form than that whichhe firft gave to his own coun-,
try, Syracufe, when he delivered it from flavery, caufed it to affume a joyful
and fplendid appearance, and eftablithed it in liberty. After this, he would
have adorned the citizens, by every poffible contrivance, with fuch laws as
are adapted to them, aund are the moft excellent.  And befides thefe things,
he would have diligently endcavouared to make all Sicily inhabited, and free
from the Barbarians, by expelling fome and fubjeéting others, more eafily than
this was done by Hiero. But if thefe things had taken place, through a man
juft, brave, temperate, and who was a philofopher, the fame opinion ofv:rtue;
would have been produced amonar the multitude, as would have flourithed
among all men, if Dionyfius had followcd my advice. But now either fome
demon, or fome pernicious charaer, replete with iniquity and impiety, and,
what is of the greateft confequence, with the audacity of ignorance, in
which all evils are rooted, and from which they germinate and afterwards
produce the moft bitter fruit,—this damon, or this dire perfon, hasa fecond
time fubverted and deftroyed every thing. However, for the fake of augury,
we now ominate good things the third time.

I advife therefore you, my friends, to imitate Dion, and acquire that patri-
otic benevolence which he poffefled, and that temperate mode of living which
he adopted. But you have clearly heard from me, what are the aufpices by
which you fhould endeavour to accomplifh his wifth : and if there is any one
among you, who is unable to live in a Doric manner, according to paternal
inftitutes, but follows the Sicilian mode of living, and that which was
adopted by the murderers of Dion, neither call on him to join with you, nor
believe that he will ever be fincere and faithful in any undertaking. But you
thould exhort the reft to reeftablith the whole of Sicily, and introduce both in
Sicily and all Peloponnefus equitable laws, without dreading the Athenians :
for men are to be found there who furpafs altothers in virtue, and who hate
the audacity of thofe that flaughter their guefts.

But if thefe things thould take place afterwards, and the many and all va-
rious feditions and dxfcords which fpring pp daily urge us to immediate

exertion
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exertion; in this cafe, every man who, through a divine fortune, partakes,
though in a fmall degree, of right opinion, ought to know, that there will be
no end to the evils refulting from fedition, till thofe whoe vanquith in battle
refrain from flaughtering and banithing their felow-citizens, and from the re-
membrance of injuries,and giving refpite to their defire of vengeance, become
reconciled to their enemies ; and till obtaining the empire over themfelves,
they eftablith common laws, which no lefs pertain to themfelves, than to thofe
they have vanquithed, at the fame time compelling them to ufe thefe laws. But
they thould compel them by a two-fold neceflity, viz. of fear and thame. By
the neceflity of fear, evincing their power ; in confequence of being fuperior to
them : but by the veceflity of thame, through their appearing to furpafs them,
both in vanquithing pleafures, and in fubje@ion to the laws. For there is no
other way by which a city labouring under fedition can find a period to its
cvils. But feditions, enmities, hatred, perfidy, will always arffe in cities,
which are thus affeted towards themfelves. Thofe, therefore, that have the
greateft power in cities, if they defire the welfare of their country, fhould
choofe among themfelves, in preference to others, fuch men as they have
heard to be the moft excellent charaters : and, in the firt place, they fhould
choofe old men, who poflefs children, wives, and eftates, together with fuch of
their progenitors as are moft worthy and renowned, and poffefs fufficient pro-
perty. But ten thoufand and fifty inhabitants will be fufficient for a city of
this kind. Thefe thould be fent from their places of abode with prayers and
the greateft honours : but after they are called from home, they fhould be
bound by an oath, and exhorted to eftablith laws, that they may not attribute
more to the viGors than the vanquifhed, but impart the equal aud that
which is common to the whole city.  All things, however, confift in the
eftablithment of laws, For when the viGors are more willing to be fubjet to
the laws than thofe that are vanquithed, all things will be well, and full of
felicity, and every evil will be exiled. Butif this is not the cafe, there is no
occafion to call me, or any other, to join with him in the adminiftration of
affairs, who is nat perfuaded by the precepts I have now enjoined. For
thete are the fifters of the things which I and Dion very wifely attempted
to accomplith among the Syracutians, They were, however, fecond at-
tempts : for the firft were thofe common goods, which we attempted to
effe@ in conjun&ion with Dionyfius, But a certain fortune fuperior to man-
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kind fruftrated our attempt. Do you therefore now endeavour to accom-
plith thefe things more profperoufly, through a good deftiny, and a certain
divine fortune. And thus much concerning my advice aud epiftle, and my
firft vifit to Dionyfius.

But my fecond voyage to Sicily was both becoming and proper, of which
he may now hear an account who is fo inclined.  For the firft time of my
refidence in Sicily paffed away as I have already faid, before 1 could advife
the kindred and affociates of Dion ; but after this I perfuaded Dionyfius, to
the utmoft of my power, to fuffer me to depart: but we mutually agreed,
that when a peace took place (for there was then a war in Sicily), Dionyfius
thould recall Dion and me, as foon as his government was more fecurely
eftablithed. He likewife thought it proper that Dion fhould underftand that
was not then banithed by him, but was to return to him at a certain time.
And T agreed to thefe conditions.

A peace therefore taking place, Dionyfius fent for me, but required that
Dion thould abfent himfelf, for another year : bu the requefted me by all means
to come. Dion therefore exhorted and entreated me to fet fail ; for it was very
much reported from Sicily, that Dionyfius was again wonderfully inflamed with
a defire of philofophy : and on this account Dion earneftly requefted me to fet
fail for Sicily. But I, though I knew that many fuch things happened to young
-men refpe&ing philofophy, at the fame time thought it more fafe not ta
comply with the requeft of Dionyfius and Dion. I therefore anfwered both
of them, that I was an old man, and that nothing which was done at prefent
was according to the agreement. But it feems that after this Archytas® had
betaken himfclf to Dionyfius : for, before I fet fail from Sicily, I had made
Archytas, and certain other Tarentines, the guefts and friends of Dionyfius.
There were likewife certain others among the Syracufians who were the
auditors of Dion, and among thefe fome wh were full of depraved do&rines
refpe@ing philefophy, and who appeared to me to endeavour todifcourfe with
Dionytius about things of this kind, as if Dionyfius had heard all fuch parti-
culars as were the fubjeét of my thoughts. But he was not naturally unapt
with refpe& to learning, and was ambitious in a wonderful degree. Perbaps,
therefore, he was plcated with the difcourfe of thefe men; and he was ma-

* A famous Pythagorean philofopher,
nifeftly
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nifeftly afhamed that he heard nothing from me when I went to fee him.
Hence he was at the fame time inflamed with a defire of hearing me more
clearly, and ftimulated by ambition.  But on what account he did not hear
me difcourfe, when I firft came to Sicily, I have related above,

After therefore I had returned home fafe, and refufed to comply with his
fecond invitation, Dionyfius appeared to be perfectly ambitious, and through
his defire of renown to be afraid left I thould feem to certain perfons to de-
{pife him, and that my diflike of his difpofition, habits, and mode of living, had
induced me to refufe complying with his requeft. But it is juft that I fhould
fpeak the truth, and endure with equanimity, if any one on hearing the paft
tranfactions fhould defpife my philofophy, and think that the tyrant was en~
dued with intelleét : for Dionyfius fent tome, the third time, a three-ranked
galley, for the fake of procuruig me an eafy paffage. He fent alfo Archi-
demus, whom he thought I moft efteemed of all the familiars of Archytas
that were then in his dominions, together with other illuftrious perfons in
Sicily. But all thefe announced to us the fame thing, viz. that Dionyfius was
wonderfully given to philofophy. Befides this, he fent me a long epiftle,
knowing how I was affeted towards Dion, and that Dion was defirous I
fhould fet fail and come to Syracufe.  The letter, therefore, was compofed
with a view to all thefe particulars, and the beginning of it was as follows:

Dionyfius toPlato : after which followed fuch things as are ufual, and he faid
nothing after this, except that complying with his requeft I thould now come
toSicily. He then proceeded : « In the firft place the pasticulars refpeting
Dion fhall be accomplithed according to your with ; but k know you with for
moderate meafures, and that I would accede to them. However, unlefs you
come, your defires refpecting Dion will not be gratified, nor yet refpeing
other things pertaining to yourfelf.” ‘Thisis what he wrote. But the other
parts of his letter were prolix, and forcign to the purpofe. Other letters like-
wife came to me from Archytas, and other Tarentines, praifing the philofo-
phic difpofition of Dionyfius, and adding, that unlefs Inow came their friend~
thip with Dionyfius, which had been effeéted through me, and which was of
no fimall confequence with refpe@ to political affairs, would be entirely de-
ftroyed.

As therefore, at that time, I was thus incited to comply with the requeft of

Dionyfius,
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Dionyfius, fome drawing me from Sicily and Italy, and others at Athens im=
pelling me, as it were, by their prayers ; and again reafon proclaiming, that
1 ought not to betray Dion, together with the guefts and others belonging to
Tarentum :—when 1 likewife conﬁdcred, that it was nothing wonderful, ifa
young man who was formerly unwilling to hear refpe&ing things of great
moment thould become docile, and be inflamed with a defire of the beft life, and
that it was proper to prove clearly, in what manner he was affe@ed, and not by
any means betray him, nor become myfelf the caufe of a difgrace fo truly great,
if the cafe with refpe@ to Dionyfius was in reality fuch as it was reported to
be ;—fcreened by this reafoning as with a veil, I commenced my journey, fear-
ing many things, and prophef)mg as it feems uot altogether well, I came
therefore to Sicily the third time under the prote&ion of the faviour Jupiter.
And this voyage I aGually accomplifhed, being again fortunately faved. But
for thefe things I return thanks to Dionyfius, after divinity ; becaufe when
many were willing to flay me, he prevented them, and conduéted himfelf
with fome degree of moderation in my affairs,

When therefore I came to Sicily, 1 thought it was proper, in the firft
place, to try whether Dionyfius was in reality enkindled by philofophy as by
a fire, or whether the report concerning him at Athens was entirely vain,
But there is a certain method of making an experiment about things of this
kind, by no means ignoble, but truly adapted to tyrants, and efpecially to
thofe that are full of depraved do&@rines, which, as foon as T arrived, I per-
ceived was very much tie cafe with Dionyfius. But to fuch as thefe, it is
‘requifite to fhow that philofophy is a thing of the greateft confequence, and
that it it only to be obtained by great ﬂ:udy and mighty labour. For he
who hears that this is the cafe, if hc is truly a lover of wifdom, and is
adapted to and worthy of its acquifition, being a divine perfon, will think
that he hears of an admirable way, that he ought immediately to betake
himfelf to this path,, and make it the great bufinefs of his life.  After this,
he will not ceafe exciting both himfelf, and the leader of this way, till he
«ither obtains the confummation of his wifhes, or receives a power by which
he may be able to condu@ himfelf without a guide.

Such a one, therefore, will {o live, that all his a&ions may accord with
thefe conceptions. But before all things he will be perpetually intent on

philofophy,
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philofophy, and will daily procure for himfelf fuch nutriment, as may efpe-
cially render him docile, of a good memory, and able to reafon; living
foberly, and hating intoxication.

But thofe that are not lovers of wifdom in reality, but are coloured over with.
opinions, like thofe whofe bodies are burnt by the fun, when they perceive’
what a multitude of difciplines, what mighty labour, and what temperate food
are requifite, to the acquifition of philofophy, fuch as thefe, thinking that phi-
lofophy is a thing difficult and impofiible for them to obtain, cannot be brought
to make it the objeét of their purfuit. But fome of thefe perfuade themfelves,
that they have fufficiently heard the whole of philofophy, and that they require
nothing further. This mode of experiment is perfpicuous and moft fafe, when
employed upon the effeminate, and fuch as are incapable of enduring labour’:
for thus they can never accufe him who points out to them the arduoufnefs
of the undertaking, but muft blame themfelves as unable to engage in alk
that is requifite to the acquifition of philofophy.

This method of examination I employed upon Dionyfius; but I neither
enumerated all the requifites, nor did Dionyfius require that I thould. For
there were many things, and thofe of the greateft confequence, in which he
pretended to be fufficiently knowing, through the depraved doétrines which
he had heard from others. But I am informed that he afterwards wrote
about the things which he then heard, as if the compofition was the refult of
his own art, when at the fame time it contained nothing of his own. How-
ever, I am entirely ignorant as to the truth of this report. But I know that
certain others have written about the fame things, though without under-
ftanding what they wrote. .

Thus much however I fhall fay refpefling all thofe who either have
written, or fhall write, affirming that they know thofe things which are the
objeéts of my ftudy, (whether they have heard them from me or from others,
or whether they have difcovered them themfelves,) that they have not heard
any thing about thefe particulars conformable to my opinion : for I never
have written, nor ever fhall write, about them. For a thing of this kind *
cannot be exprefled by words like other difciplines, but by long familiarity,
and living in conjunction with the thing itfelf, a light as it were leaping from

2 Plato here means by a thing of this kind, true being, the proper objeét of intelle&.
a fire
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a fire will on a fudden be enkindled in the foul, and there itfelf nourith itfelf,
Indeed, thus much I know, that things which have been written or faid by me,
have been faid in the beft manner; and I de not feel the fmalleft degree of
pain from things being afcribed to me that are badly written.

But if it appeared to me that the particulars of which I am fpcaking
could be fufficiently communicated to the multitude by writing or {pecch,
what could we accomplith more beautiful in life than to impart a mighty
benefit to mankind, and lead an intelligible nature into light, fo as to be
dbvious toall men ? I think, however, that an attempt of this kind would only
be beneficial to a few, who from {fome {mall veftiges previoufly demonftrated
are themfelves able to difcover thefe abftrufe particulars, But with refpe&
to the reft of mankind, fome it will fill with a contempt by no means elegant,
and others with a lofty and arrogant hope, that they fhould now learn certain
excellent things, 1intend, therefore, to fpeak further about thefe particulars:
for thus perhaps 1 fhall fuy fomething clearer refpecting them than I have yet
faid. For there is a certain true difcourfe which is adverfe to him, who dares
to write about things of this kind, and which has often been delivered by me
before, and as it feems muft be delivered by me at prefent.

‘There are three things belonging to each of thofe particulars through
which fcience is neceflarily produced. But the fourth is fcience itfelf. And
it is requifite to eftablith as the fifth that which is known and true. One of
thefe is the name of a thing; the fecond its definition; the third the refcm-
blance ; the fourth {cience. Now take each of thefe, defiring to learn what
we have lately afferted, and think as follows concerning them all. A circle is
called fomething, whofe name we have juft exprefled. ~ After this follows its
definition, compofed from nouns and verbs. For that which every where is
equally diftant from the extremes to the middle, is the definition of that
which we fignify by the name of a round, and a circumference, and a circle,
But the third is the circle which may be painted, or blotted out, which may
be made by a wheel, or deftroyed. None of which affe@ions, the circle
itfelf, which each of thefe refpets, fuffers, as being of a difterent nature.
But the fourth is fcience and intelle@, and true opinion about thefe. And
the whole of this again muft be eftablithed as one thing which neither fub-

{ifts
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fifts in voice, nor in corporeal figures, but is inherent in foul *. It is there-
fore manifeft, that this fourth is different from the nature itfelf* of the
circle, and again different from the threce we have previoufly mentioned-
But among the number of thefe, intelle&k, by its relation and fimilitude,
proximately adheres to the fifth, while the reft are more remote from
its nature. The fame may likewife be affirmed of a ftraight and crooked
figure, of colour, and of the good, the beautiful, and the jult,  And again
of every body, whether fathioned by the hand, or the work of nature,
whether fire or water, and the reft of this kind; likewife of every animal,
and the manners of {ouls; and of all attions and paffions. For unlefs among
thefe fome one after a manner receives that fourth, he will never perfeétly
participate the fcience about the fifth. For, in addition to what has been
faid, thefc four no lefs endeavour to evince about every thing the quality
which it poffefies; but likewife its being, through the imbecility of reafons.
On this account, no one endued with intelle@ will ever dare to confider as
equally immutable, things which are the objeéts of intellettual vifion, and
fuch as have a fubfiftence in corporeal figures.

But again, it is requifite to attend to what we have juft now faid. Every
circle, which by the hands of men is cither painted, or fathioned by a wheel,
is plainly contrary to our fifth : for it every where participates of the right
line. But we muft affirm that the circle itfelf has neither more nor lefs of
any thing whatever; that is, it poffeffes in itfelf nothing of a contrary
pature, Befides, none of thefe is endued with any ftability of name: for
nothing hinders our applying the appellation of ftraight to that which we
now denominate round, and calling the ftraight by the denomination of
the round ; nor will there be any lefs ftability in thefe, when their names are
changed into the contrary. The fame reafoning is likewife true of defini-
tion, fince it is compofed from nouns and verbs which poffefs no ftability.
And in a variety of ways it may be proved, that no one of thefe four is
certain and firm.  But the greateft thing of all, as I juft before obferved, is

* Viz. in the dianoétic part of the foul: for the forms, or effential reafons fubfifting in this
part, arc the objeéts of fcience.

* For the circle itfelf is an intellectual form, and is not to be apprehended by the difcurfive
energies of the diano&tic part, but by the fimple projetions of intelleét.

VOL. V. 4K this,
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this, that fince there are two things, eflence and quality, when the foul feeks'
to know not the quality of a thing, but what it is, unlefs it firft inveftigates
each of thefe four, and fufficiently difcuflfes them by a reafoning procefs
and fenfible infpetion, and this continually through every thing which is
afferted and thown, it will be filled, as I may fay, with all poffible ambiguity
and obfcurity.

In fuch things therefore, as through a depraved education we are not accuf-
tomed to inveftigate the truth, but are contented with an image exhibited
to our view, ‘we do not become ridiculous to each other, when being inter-
rogated, we are able to difcufs and argue about thofe four. But in fuch
particulars as we are compelled to feparate that fifth from other things, and
evince its nature, he who wifhes to fubvert what we have evinced, vanquithes,
and caufes him who explains this fifth, either by fpeech, or writing, or
anfwers, to appear to the multitude of his hearers eutirely ignorant of the
things about which he attempts either to write or {peak ; men fometimes
being ignorant, that it is not the foul of the writer or fpeaker that is con-
futed, but the nature of each of the above-mentioned four particulars, when
it is badly affe€ted. But the proceffion through all thefe, and the tranfition to
each upwards and downwards, fcarcely at length produces the fcience of that
which naturally fubfifts in an excellent conditian, in the foul of one naturally
well affe@ted. But when any one is naturally ill affeted, as is the cafe with
the habit of foul pofleffed by the multitude, who are badly difpofed, with
refpeét to learning, and whofe manuers are depraved, not even Lynceus him-
felf can enable fuch as thefe to fee. But in ene word, neither docility nor
memory will confer on any one the power of perceiving things of this kind,
who is not allied to them: for theyare not inherent from the firft in foreign
habits. So that thofe wha are not naturally adapted aud allied to what is
juft, and other things that are beautiful, though they may be decile, and of
a good memory with refpeét to other particulars; and again, thofe that are
allied to the juft and beautiful, but are indocile and of a bad memory, will
never learn, as far as it is poffible to learn, the truth pertaining to virtue and
vice. For it is neceffary to learn this, and at the fame time the falfehood
and truth of the whole of effence, with all poffible exercife, and a great
length of time, as I faid in the beginning. But after agitating together the
feveral names and reafons, and fenfible perceptions of thefe things, confuting
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in a benevolent manner, and employing queftions and anfwers without envy,
then ftriving as much as is poffible to human power, prudence and intellect
about each of thefe will fcarccly at length fhine forth.

On this account, every worthy man will be very far from writing? about
things truly worthy, as he will thus fubjeét bimfelf to envy and ambiguity.
But, in one word, it is requifite to know from thefe things, that when any
one fees the writings of another, whether of a legiflator on the laws, or on
certain other fubjeés, he will fee that thefe are not fuch writings as are con-
fidered by him to be the moft worthy of all others, if he is himf{lf a
worthy chara&er: but the objeéts of his purfuit are fituated in a moft
beautiful region. And if he fhould find in writings fuch things as truly
deferve the higheft regard, it might then be faid, that not the gods indecd,
but men deftroy the intelle€ts of men. And thus mugh for this fable and
digreflion, which he who acutely follows will well underftand.

Whether therefore Diouyfius has written any thing about the higheft and
firft natures, or any other perfon inferior or fuperior to him, according to my
decifion, he has neither heard nor learnt any thing found refpe&ing thefe
natures ; for otherwife he would have venerated them in the fame manner
as I do, and would not have dared to hurl them into incongruity and
indecency. For he could not write about them, for the fake of recalling
them to his memory; as there is no occafion to fear that any one will ever
forget them, when they are once comprehended by the foul : for they lie in
the fhorteft fpace of all things. But, perhaps he did this for the fake of bafe
ambition, either afferting that thefe do€trines were his own, or as partaking
of difcipline of which he was unworthy to partake, loving the renown
which arifes from fuch participation.

' Perhaps, however, we may allow that Dionyfius has written about thefe
things, if what he has aflerted was produced by one converfation. But, O Ju-
piter, fays the Theban, how was it produced ! For I difcuffed thefe things with
him as I have faid, and only once ; but never afterwards. In the next place,
he who is anxious to find out the caufe of what then happened refpeting thefe
things, ought to know why we did not difcufs them a fecond and = third
time, and often : whether it was that Dionyfius, having only heard them .

* Viz. he will be unwilling to write perfpicuou-ﬂy about themoft fublime truths, unlefs the age
in which he lives renders it neceffary fo to do, in order to preferve them to pofterity.
4 K2 once,
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once, thought that he knew them, and knew them fufficiently, or that he
difcovered them himfelf, or had formerly learnt them from others. Or was
it that he thought the things that were faid were trifling ? Or did a certain
third thing happen to be the cafe, viz. that they were in reality too great for
him, who was folicitous to lead a life of prudence and virtue ? For if it is
faid that he confidered the things about which he wrote as trifling, this will
be oppofed by many witnefles who affert the contrary, and who are much
better judges about things of this kind than Dionyfius. But if he invented
them, or learnt them, and they deferve to be made fubfervient to the difcipline
of a liberal foul, is it not wonderful that he thould {o readily defpife the leader
and mafter of thefe things?

But how he defpifed him I will now relate. Not long after this he would
not permit the precurators of Dion to fend that portion of his wealth to Pe-
loponmnefus, which fome time before he had fuffered him to poflefs and enjoy,
as if he had entirely forgotten the letter which he wrote to me. For he
aflerted that this property did not belong to Dion, but to Dion’s fon, who, as
he was his own grandfon, was according to law underr his proteftion, And
fuch were the tranfa@ions of that time.

From hence, however, we may accurately {fee how Dionyfius was affected
towards philofophy; and it is lawful for me to be indignant whether I am
willing or not : for it was then fummer, and the time for thips to fail. But
it feemed that T ought not to be more offended with Dionyfius than myfelf,
and with thofe who compelled me to come the third time to the ftrait about
Scylla, and

¢ Dire Charybdis meafure o’er again'.”

I was therefore forced to tell Dionyfius, thatit was impoffible for me to ftay
with him while Dion was ufed fo ignominioufly. But he confoled me,
and requefted meto ftay ; thinking it would not be well for him that I {fhould
be fo {wift a meflfenger of fuch tranfa@ions as thefe : and when he could not
perfuade me, he faid he would prepare my difmiffion. However, being en-
raged, I was determined to depart in a fleet of fhips, thinking that I ought to
fuffer every thing, if he fhould attempt to ftop me ; as I was manifeftly in-
jured, though I had done no injury. But when he found that I could not by any

+ OdyfT. lib. xii. v. 428. i
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means be induced to ftay, he devifed the following mean to retard my depar.
ture. On the day after thefe things had taken place, he thus plaufibly addrefled
me: Dion, fays he, and the affairs of Dion, about which we bave often
difagreed, fhall be entirely removed from you and me ; for on your account
I'will aét as follows towards Dion. I think it fit that he fhall take up his re-
fidence in Pclopounefus, not as an exile, but as one who may come hither,
when it thall feem good to him, to me, and to you who are his friend, This
thall take place, if he forms no ftratagems againft me; and you, your fami-
liars, and the familiars of Dion, that are here, fhall be bound for his fulfil-
ling this agrecement.  But the money which he may receive fhall be depofited
n Peloponnefus and Athens, with thofe you thall think fit : Dion too fhall
enjoy the benefit of this money, but fhall not be authorized to take
it away without your confent; for I fhould not very much believe that
Juftice would be done to me, if he had the entire poffeflion of this
wealth, which is not inconfiderable.  But I have greater confidence in you
and your familiars.  See, therefore, whether thefe things are agreeable to
you, aund ftay for the fake of them this year, at the expiration of which you
thall receive this money and depart. I well know, indeed, that Dion will be
greatly indebted to you for aéting in this manner on his account.
When I heard thefe things, I was perfeétly indignant, but at the fame time
I faid that I would confider the affair, and give him my opinion on the follow-
ing day. This was our compa¢t at that time. 1 therefore confulted with myfelf
after this, but in a very confufed manner; but the following confideration
firft prefented itfelf to me, as the lcader of my confultation : What if Diony-
fius intends to do nothing of what he promifes tc do, but on my dcparture
both he and many others fhould write in a plaufible manner to Dion, what he
has now faid to me, that he indeed was willing, but that I was unwilling he
thould a& in this manner, and that I entirely negle@ed his concerns; and be-
fides this, if Dionyfius, being unwilling I fhould depart, thould give no orders
to any pilot, but fhould eafily fignify to all men, that he did not confent to my
fetting fail, what failor would be willing to take me on board, from the palace
of Dionyfius ? Fog, in addition to other evils, I dwelt in the garden which fur-
rounded the palace ; from whence the porter would not be willing to difinifs
me, without an order from Dionyfius. But if I ftay another year, I can in.

deed fend an account of thefe tranfattions to Dion, and acquaint him with
my
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my fitwation and condu&.  And if indeed Dionyfius fhould do any thing of
what he promifes to do, my condu@ will be not entirely ridiculous : for
perhaps the property of Dion, when rightly eftimated, does not amount to
lefs than a hundred talents®, But if the iffue of affairs thould be fuch as it is
likely to be, I fhall be at a lofs how to ac. At the fame time, it is perhaps
neceffary that I thould ftay a year longer, and endcavour in reality to fruftrate
the machinations of Dionyfius. '

Thus thinking with myfelf, I told Dionyfius, on the following day, that I
thought it beft to ftay ; but I faid he ought not to ;on)ﬁdcr me as poflcfling
abfolute authority over Dion. I added, that he thould write to Dion in con-
junétion with me, acquainting him with the compa& we had made, and atk-
ing him whether he was fatisfied with thefe things, and with me, and whether
he withed for any thing further. Laftly, that he thould write to him as foon
as pofiible, and thould not make ‘any innovation in his affairs,  This is what
was faid, and thefe are nearly the things in which we agreed.

But after this the thips failed, and therefore it was no longer poffible for me
to depart. Dionyfius, therefore, as if recolle€ting fomething he had omitted,
“{aid that the half of Dion’s property ought to remain with his fon, and that
the other half thould be fent to Dion.  This property, he faid, he would fell,
and when he had fold it, deliver one half to me to be fent to Dion, and keep
the other half for his fon; for he added, 1t will be moft juft to a& in this
maunner. I therefore, being ftruck with what he faid, thought it would be
entirely ridiculous to fay any thing further. At the fame time, however, I
obferved to him, that we ought to wait for an anfwer from Dion, and again
fend him an account of thefe particulars. But Dionyfius, after this, ina very
juvenile manner, fold the whole of Dion’s property to whem and for what
be pleafed, without making any mention of it whatever tome : and again [in
like manner faid notbing to him refpe&ting the affairs of Dion ; for I thought
1 thould be able to do nothing further in them.  And thus far I gave affift-
ance both to philofophy and my friends.

But after this, I and Dionyfius*fo lived together, that I like a bird was
always looking out, and longing to fly away, but he was devifing after what
manner he might prevent my flight, and gave up no part of the property of

* i, e, upwards of 13,300l

Dion.
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Dion. At the fame time, however, we were faid to be fociable through the
whole of Sicily. But at that period, Dionyfius endeavoured to diminith the
pay of the mercenaries, contrary to the cuftom of his father; and the fol-"
diers being enraged, affembled in a body, and declared this fhould not take
place. Dionyfius therefore endeavoured to force them to fubmiffion, and
for this purpofe fhut the gates of the acropolis : but the foldiers immediately
marched to the walls, vociferating a certain barbarous and warlike peon ; at
which Dionyfius being terrified, granted the foldiers all they defired, and
thofe that carried crefcent thields more than their ufual pay. But a report was
rapidly fpread that Heraclides was the caufe of this difturbauce 5 upon hearing
which, Heraclides immediately difappeared. Dionyfius therefore endea~
voured to take him ; but not being able to difcover his place of retreat,
he ordered Theodotes to attend him in the gardens, in which at that time ¥
happened to be walking. Other parts, therefore, of their difcourfe I neither
known or heard; but what Theodotes faid to Dionyfius before me I both know
and remember.  For he faid, Plato, I am perfuading Dionyfius, that if T
were able to bring Heraclides hither, he would anfwer to the crimes which
are now laid to his charge : and if it does not appear fit to Dionyfius that he
thould dwell in Sicily, yet I think it is proper that, receiving his wife and fon,
he fhould be permitted to fet fail for Pcloponnefus, and there refide, not in-
juring Dionyfius in any refpec, and enjoying his own property. I have
therefore, prior to this, fent, and fhall again fend for him. But whether he
complics with my firft or fecond citation, I think it proper that he thould re-
ceive no injury, cither here or in the fuburbs, but that he fhall be fent out of
the kingdom, till Dionyfius fhall think fit to recall him ; and I requeft Dio-
nyfius to accede to thefe terms. Do you accede or not ? fays he, fpeaking to
Dionyfius. Ile anfwered, I doaccede; nor fhall he fuffer any thing worfe
than what has now been mentioned, though he fhould make his appear~
ance in your houfe. ,

However, on the evening of the following day, Eurybius and Theodetes
came to me in great hafte and wonderfully alarmed : and Theodotes faid to
me, Plato, was you not a wituefs yefterday to the compa@ which Dionyfius
made with me and you refpe@ing Heraclides ? To which I replied, Un-
doubtedly Twas. But now, fays he, the foldiers with crefcent fhields are

running every where in order to take Heraclides, and therc 1s reafon to fear
that
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that he is concealed at no great diftance. Attend us therefore to Dionyfius
with every poffible artifice.  In confequence of this, we followed and came
to him ; and they indeed ftood filent and weeping; but I faid, Thefe men,
‘Dionyfius, are afraid left you fhould make fome alteration refpeéting Hera-
clides, contrary to your compaét yefterday : for it appears to me that he
is evidently at no great diftance from hence. But Dionyfius on hearing this
was violently enraged, and his countenance exhibited all various colours,
fuch as anger produces : but Theodotes falling at his feet, and taking his haod,
wept, and fuppliantly implored him not to do any fuch thing. Then I, re-
fuming the difcourfe, confoled him and faid, Take courage, Theodotes, for
Dionyfius dares not to aét contrary to the compa& which he made yefterday.
But he looking at me, and in a very tyrannic manner, With you, fays he,
1 made no compa@, neither great nor fmall. To which I replied, By the
gods, you promifed me, that you would not do the very things, which this
man now requefts you not to do. Having thus faid, I turned from him and left
the place.

After this Dionyfius endeavoured to find Heraclides : however, Theodotes
fent meflengers to him, aund cxhorted him to fly. But Dionyfius fent Tifias
and the foldiers with the crefcent fhields, aud ordered them to purfue him.
Heraclides, however, as it is faid, efcaped their purfuit, and in the fmall
part of a day fled into the dominions of the Carthaginians. But now, from
the enmity towards me which this occafioned, Dionyfius appeared to have a
pretext for doing that which, for along time, he had been attempting to ac-
complith by ftratagem, I mean, withholding the property of Dion. And in
the firft place he fent me from the acropolis, pretending it was requifite that
the women thould perform a facrifice, which lafts for ten days, in the gardens
in which I refided. Ile therefore ordered mc at that time to take up my re-
fidence, cut of the acropolis, with Archidemus : but when I was there, Theo-
dotes fending for me, was indignant at many of the then' tranfaétions, and
complained of Dionyfius. But Dionyfius hearing that I had been with Theo-
dotes, made this another pretext of enmity towards me, fimilar to the for-
mer, and fent a certain perfun to atk me, whether 1 had really been with
Theodotes at his requeft. To which I realily replied, I had. The meflenger
therefore faid, Dionyfius ordered me to tell you, that you by no means do
well, in always preferring to him Dion and the frienc_ls of Dion, - This is

what
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what was faid ; and after this Dionyfius never again fent for me to his pa-
lace, as it was now clear that I was the friend of Theodotes and Heraclides,
and an enemy to him ; and he no longer confidered me as well affected to-
wards him, becaufe the property of Dion was entirely confumed.

After this I dwelt out of the acropolis among the mercenary foldiers : but
as well others as certain Athenian citizens, who a&ed as fervants to
Dionyfius, came to me and informed me that I was calumniated by the fol-
diers. And befides this, certain perfons threatened to kill me, if they could
apprehend me. 1 devifed therefore the following means of prefervation : I
fent to Archytas, and other friends at Tarentum, and informed them of my
fituation : but they, under the pretext of a certain embafly from the city, fent
Lamifcus, who was one of my friends, with a galley of thirty ranks; and he,
on his arrival, informed Dionyfius that I withed to depart, aud defired him by
all means to grant my requeft. To this Dionyfius affented, and difmiffed me
with a paffport.  However, I neither afked for the money belonging to Dion,
nor did any one give it me.

But when I came to Peloponnefus to the Olympic games, I there met with
Dion, who was beholding the celebration of them, and informed him of the
paft tranfaQions ; but he, calling Jupiter to witnefs, immediately declared
to me, and my domeftics and friends, that he would prepare to punifth Dio-
nyfius, both on account of his deceiving me, while I was his gueft (for thus
he faid and thought), and expelling and banithing him unjuftly. On hearing
this, I perfuaded him to call his friends if he were willing. But I faid, as to
myfelf, fince you have forced me after a manner, together with others,
to become the companion and gueft of Dionyfius, and a partaker with
him of facred rites, he will doubtlefs think that I ought to condu& myfelf
as an equitable medium between both parties, efpecially fince, when I was
accufed by many of forming ftratagems in conjunétion with you againft him
and his tyranny, he did not put me to death, though he was not prevented
from doing fo by fear. To this I added, that my age rendered me unfit to
engage in the concerns of war ; and that I fhould at as a mediator between
them, if at any time their friendthip would require the affiftance of a concili-
ator. Butl informed them, that as long as they were averfe to each other,
they muft call others to their afliftance, T faid thefe things, in confequence
of hating my wandering and adverfe fortune about Sicily.

VOL. V. 45 However,
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However, as they were not perfuaded by the arguments which I adduced,
they have been the caufes of all the evils that exift at prefent, Indeed, if
Dionyfius had given to Dion the property which was his due, or if he had
been perfedily reconcnlcd to him, we mayfay, as far as the condition of human
affairs permits us to judge, that nothing adverfe would have happened : for I
could eafily have kept Dion from hoﬁile meafures, both by my will and power.
But now, being impelled againft each other, they fill all things with evils;
though indeed Dion had the fame wifh, which I thould fay both I and every
other moderate perfon ought to have, refpeing his own power, and that of
his friends, and refpeting his own city, I mean the with to benefit when in
authority, and when in the greateft power to impart the greateft benefits. But
this will not be effeted by him who endeavours to enrich himfclf and his
friends, who forms ftratagemsagainft the city, and being poor colleéts together-
confpirators, and having no dominion over himfelf is through timidity van-:
quithed by pleafure: who befides this {lays thofe that are wealthy, -calling-
them enemies, feizes their wealth, and at the fame time proclaims to his:
adjutants and affociates, that no one ought to accufe him, as he is poor,
After the fame manner, he who benefits his city will be honoured by it, in
confequence of diftributing by decrees the property of a few among the many;-
And this will likewife be the cafe, when any one governing a great city, and at:
the fame time many lefler cities, unjuftly diftributes to his own city the
wealth of the leffer.  For after this manner, neither Dion, nor any other

- perfon, would ever voluntarily take upon them an authority, which would;
always be pernicious to himfelf and pofterity ; but he will endeavour to-
eftablith fuch a polity, and fuch laws, as are the moft juft, and the beft, and
which can be affeted by the feweft deaths and banifhments.

This conduét indeed was now adopted by Dion, who preferred fuffcrmg
things impious to the commiffion of them ; but who, at the fame time that he-
was cautious lefthe thould fuffer them, fell, after he had arrived at the fummit
of advantage over his enemies. Nor did he in this fuffer any thing wonderful
for the foul of a pious man will never be wholly deceived refpcéling things
impious, temperate, and prudent. But neither p=rhapsis it wonderful, if the
fame thing has happened to him as to a good pilat, from whom the future.
ftorm is not entircly concealed, but who may be ignorant of a fudden tempeft,

which is of an unexpefted magnitude, and by whlch he may be violently
cverwhelmed,
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overwhelmed. After the fame manner, through the feweft circumftances, was
Dion deceived : for he was not entirely ignorant that his enemies were bad
men, though he was unacquainted with the profundity of their ignorance,
and of the reft of their depravity and voracity, Through being deceived in
this he fell, and by his fall involved Sicily in infinite grief. 'What therefore
I advife you to do, after the prefent relation: of thefe particulars, I have
already nearly mentioned. But it appeared to me neceflary to thow on what
account I came a fecond time to Sicily, through the abfurdity and irration-
ality with which this circumftance feems to be attended. If, therefore, what
has been now faid thall appear to any one to be reafofiable, and if he fthould
think that I had a fufficient pretext for undertaking this voyage, the contents
of this Epiftle will alfo be fufficient.

4L2 EPISTLE
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EPISTLE VIIIL.

PLATO to the Kindred and Familiars of DION— Profperity.

AS I perceive that affairs are in a very profperous condition, T will endea-
vour, as far as I am able, to fend you a true account of them. But I hope
I fhall not only, in the firft place, give you falutary advice, but, in the
fecond place, all thofe that are in Syracufe; and, in the third place, your
enemies and adverf{aries, except fome one of them fhall have been guilty of
an impious deed. For thefe things are incurable, and can never be expiated.
But confider what I now fay.

The tyranny being diffolved, all Sicily is at ftrife about thefe very things.
And fome wifh to reftore again the former government, but others to bl'itxg'
the tyranny entirely to an end, while in the mean time the feveral plans
about things of this kind appear to the multitude to be right, fo long as they
tend to injure their enemies, and beuefit their friends, in the higheft degree.
It is however by no means eafy for him who infliéts many evils on others
not to fuffer many himfelf. Nor is it neceflary, in order to fee this clearly,
to fearch for examples at a great diftance, fince the circumftances which
bave now taken place about Sicily are fufficient for this purpofe: for
fome attempt to injure, and others to take vengeance on the injurers, But
you are fufficiently acquainted with thefe particulars, to be able to teach
them to others. In thefe things, therefore, there is nearly no difficulty.
But what is advantageous to all enemies and friends, or what is the leaft
noxious to both, this it is neither eafy to perceive, nor, when feen, to accom-
plith. Indeed this confultation and inquiry appears to refemble praycr.
Let it therefore be in every refpe@ a certain prayer. For iz is requifite to
- begin every thing from tha gods, both in [heaking and underfianding. But
when brought to a conclufion, it wili fignify to us the following ditcourfe.

From the time that the war begau to the end of it, one alliance nearly
ruled over both you and your enemics; an alliance which your fathers once

eftablithed,
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eftablithed, in confequence of being involved in the greateft difficulties, at that
time when the Sicily of the Greeks was expoted to the extreme danger of
becoming the prey of Barbarians, through being entirely fubverted by the
Carthaginians. For then they chofe Dionyfius, as being a young man, and
ftrenuous in fuch warlike affairs as were properly adapted to him. But
they gave him as an advifer Ilipparinus, who was his fenior: and for the
fafety of Sicily, invefting thefe two with abfolute power, they denominated
them, as they fay, tyrants. And whether any one is willing to think that a
divine fortune and a god, or the virtue of the governors, or both, together with
the citizens of that time, were the caufe of the fafety of Sicily, let this be juft
as he pleafes. Safety, however, to the men of that time, was thus obtained.
As therefore they condu&ed themfelves in this manner, it is juft that thofe
who were faved fhould return them thanks. But if the tyranny afterwards
improperly ufed any gift of the city, for this it has partly been accufed, and
partly has fuffered punithment.  Certain punithments, therefore, have necef-
farily been ‘properly infli¢ted on them for their condu&. For if you could
either avoid them, without great danger and labour, or they could eafily-
recover the antient government, we fhould not advife you to do fuch things
as we fhall perfuade you to do hereafter. But now it is proper that both of
you fhould underftand and call to mind, how often you have been in hope of
obtaining your defire, and have thought that but little was wanting to the
accomplithment of all things accerding to your intention. However, this
little that was wanting became every where the caufe of great and infinite
cvils, and has not yet arrived at any end. But the antient evils always adhere
together, and though the end prefents itfelf to the view, yet a new begin-
ning continually fprings forth. 'The whole too of the tyrannic and popular
genus appears to have perithed under this circle. But if that which it feems
reafonable to expeét, though of an exccrable nature, fhould take place, all
Sicily nearly will become deftitute of the Greek tongue, in confequence of
being transferred to a certain Pheenician or Opic® dynafty and power. All
the Greeks, therefore, with all poffible diligence and earneftnefs, ought to
bring a remedy for thefe things. If indeed any one can give better advife
than that which I fhall give, he may with the greateft re@itude be called a

lover of Greece.

* The Opici were the antient inhabitants of Campania,

But
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But I will now endeavour, with all poffible freedom of fpeech, and making
ufe of a certain common and juft mode of difcourfe, to evince to you what
appears to me to be the truth. I fhall however for this purpofe fpeak in the
chara@er of an arbitrator, and according to my antient cuftom give advice
both to him who tyrannizes and him who is fubjet to tyranny. And now,
in the firft place, 1 advife every tyrant to fly from the appellation, and the
thing itfelf, and change his tyranny, if poffible, into a kingdom. But it is
poffible, as the wife and good Lycurgus evinced in reality : for he, when he
faw that the race of his kindred in Argos and Meflene bhad arrived from the
power of kings to that of tyrants, and that they were deftroying both them-
felves and the city,—he, 1 fay, fearing both for his country and race, applied a
remedy, by introducing the government of elderly men, and the divifion of
the Ephori, as the means of preferving the royal government,  And it is
owing to this that it has been preferved for fo many generations with glory;
fince here law became the proper king of men, and men did not tyrannize
over the laws. To effe@ this indeed my prefent difcourfe perfuades all
men, exhorting thofe that afpire after tyranny to turn and fly, with an un-
wearied celerity, from the felicity of hungry and ftupid men, and endeavour
to transfer themiclves to a royal form of government, become fubfervient to
royal laws, and thus obtain the greateft honours with the confeut both of
men and the laws.

But I advife thofe that purfue free manners, and avoid a fervile yoke as an
evil, to be cautious left, through an infatiable avidity of a certain unfeafonable
liberty, they fall into the difeafe of their anceftors, who, through an unmea-
fured love of freedom, fuffered all the evils of extreme anarchy. For thofe

that governed in Sicily before Dionyfius and Hipparinus, lived as they
thought happily, becaufe they lived luxurioufly, and governed even governors
themfelves. They likewife diflolved the authority of the twelve military
chiefs prior to Dionyfius, and judged no one according to law, that they
might not be fubjeét to any one who governed either with juftice or law. But
they were in every refpect entirely free, and on this account they became
fubje& to tyrannic governments. For both flavery and freedom when they
are tranfcendent, are attended with every evil.  But when they fubfift accord-
ing to meafure, they are attended with every good. And the fervice of
divinity is attended with meafure, but that of men is without meafure.
Divinity
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Divinity too 1s the law to tempcrate men, but pleafure to the intem-
perate, ’

Since thefe things, therefore, naturally fubfft in this manner, I exhort
that the advice which I give to the friends of Dion be given to all the
Syracufians, as the common advice of Dion and myfelf. But I will unfold
what he while living and able faid.  Though perhaps fome one may inquire
what the advice of Dion has to do with the prefent atfairs. Iear:—« O
Syracufiaus, receive before all things fuch laws as appear to you to be neither
conducive to gain, nor the gratification of your defires; but as there are
three things, viz. foul, body, and riches, it is requifitc that the care of the
foul fhould rank in the firft place; that of the body in the fecond place,
fituated under the care belonging to the foul; and, in the third place, the
honour pertaining to riches, as in a ftate of fervitude to both body and foul.
The divine inftitution cffeéting thefe things, will be a law rightly eftablithed
for you, and rendering thofe by whom it is ufed truly happy. But the dif-
courfe which calls the rich happy, is itfelf miferable and ftupid, is the difcourfe
of women and children, and renders thofe that are perfuaded by it like
itfelf. Indeed, that thefe things to which I exhort you are true, you will
know in reality, if you have tafted of what has now beer faid by me re-
fpe@ing laws. But a moft true examination appears to have taken place
refpecting all things. [owever, fuch laws being received, fince Sicily is in
danger, and you neither fufficiently vanquith, nor are remarkably vanquithed,
it will perhaps be juft and advantageous to all of you to purfue the middle
path, as well for thofe of you that avoid the {everity of government, as for
thofe of you that defire its reftoration. For your anceftors formerly, which
is a thing of the greateft confequence, preferved the Greeks from tiie Bar-
barians ; {o that it is now lawful to difcourfe concerning the prefent polity.
For if at that time the Greeks had perifhed, we could neither have difcourfed
in any refpeé concerning them, nor would any hope whatever have re-
mained. Now therefore to fome let there be liberty in conjunétion with a
royal government; but to others in fubjeion to it; the laws at the fame
time having dominion not only over the other citizens, but over kings them-
felves, whenever they are found to aé& contrary to law. But in all thefe
affairs, cftablith kings in conjunéijon with the gods, with a mind found and

free from guile.
And,
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And, in the firft place, eftablith my fou* on a two-fold account, viz. for
my fake, andfor the fake of my father. For he at that time freed the city
from the Barbarians: but I freed it twice from tyrants, as you yourfelves
can teftify. But, in the fecond place, make him a king, who has the fame
name® with my father, I mean the fon of Dionyfius: and this do for the
fake of the affiftance which he now affords, and on account of his pious
manners ; for though he is the fon of a tyrant, yet he has voluntarily libe-
rated the city ; and bas thus procured for himfelf and his race evér-living
honour, inftead of the tranfient and unjuft renown of a tyranny. In the
third place, it is proper to invite willingly to the kingdom of the Syra-
cufians, the city alfo being willing, Dionyfius the fon 3 of Dioayfius, who is
now the general of the enemy’s army, if he affents to the kingly form of
government, fearing the changes of fortune, commiferating his country, and
paying due reverence to temples and fepulchres; left through a love of
contention he fhould involve all things in ruin, and thus gratify the Barba«
rians by the deftru@ion of his country,

Thefe three kings, thercfore, whether you give or deprive them of a
Lacedzmonian power, you fhould by common confent eftablith after the
manner which 1 have before mentioned to you, and which now again hear.
If the offspring of Dionyfius and Hipparinus are willing, for the fafety of
Sicily, that the prefent calamities thould ceafe, and are thus defirous to pro-
cure honours for themfelves and their race, both for the future and prefent
time, on this condition, as I have before faid, call them to the government,
invefting with the power of making a reconciliation, fuch ambaffadors as
they fhall think fit for the purpofe, whether they are chofen from among
yourfelves, or from other cities, or from both ; and befides this, as many as
they fhall choofe to allow.

Thefe, in the firft place, fhould eftablith laws and a polity, in which it will
be requifitc that the kings fhould be lords of the facred, and fuch other
concerns as ought to be entrufted to the benefaftors of their country.
Guardians of the laws too fhould be created, thirty-five in number, and

* Dion, who is here fuppofed to be fpeaking, means his fon Hipparinus,
* Viz. Hipparinus, the fon of Hipparinus,
3 Viz, the fon of the fecond Dionyfius,

thefe,
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thefe, togéthcr with the people and fenate, thould be the governors of war
and peace. There thould likewife be different courts of juftice: and the
thirty-five guardians of the laws fhould be the judges of death and banithment.
Aud befides thefe, judges thould be chofen from thofe that ated latt in the
capacity of governors; {o that one who appears to be the bet and the mott
juft thould be chofen from each government. Thefe too, on the follow-
ing year, muft judge fuch of the citizens as deferve death, or imprifonment,
or exile. But the king fhall not be permitted to be a judge of thefe decifions,
as being a pricft, and confequently purified from murder, bonds, and exile.
While living, I conceived that thefe things thould take place, and I think fo
at prefent, And then indced, in conjun&@ion with you, I fhould have van-
quifhed my enemies, if foreigners and the furies had not prevented me from
cfleéting what I intended to effc@. )

In the next place, if the event of things had anfwered my expe&ations, I
fhould have caufed the reft of Sicily to be inhabited, after having expelled
the Barbarians from the places which they now occupy, fuch of them how-
ever being excepted as fought for the common liberty againft the tyranny.
I thould likewife have reftored the former inhabitants of Grecian places to
their antient and paternal abodes. I therefore advife and call upon all of you
to conceive and a& in the very fame manner at prefent : and let him who is
unwilling to do fo, be confidered in common as an enemy. But neither are
thefe things fuch as it is impoffible to accomplith: for he who judges thofe
things to be impoffible, which fubfift in the fouls of two perfons, and which
from reafoning will readily be found to be the beft of things, is by no means
wife. But by the two, I mean the foul of Hipparinus the fon of Dionyfius,
and the foul of my fon. For I think if thefe two agree, the other Syracu-
fians, and all thofe who are lovers of their country, will likewife be unani-
mous. But paying due honours, and praying to all the gods, and to thofe
other natures whom it is proper to reverence in conjunéion with the gods,
and befides this perfuading and inciting both your friends and enemies,
bevignantly, and in cvery poflible way, do not defift, till by what we have
now faid, urging you in the fame manner as divine dreams urge thofe that .
are awake, you obtain clear evidence and profperous fortune in perfeion.”

vor. v. M EPISTLE
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EPISTLE IX.

—

PLATO to ARCHYTAS the Tarentine—Profperity.

THE familiars of Archippus and Philonides came to us, bringing with
them the letter which you gave them, and relating the flate of your
affairs. Such things therefore as pertain to the city, they accomplifhed with-
out difficulty ; for they were not in every refpect laborious. But as to what
relates to yourfelf, they faid that you are indignant becaufe you cannot be
freed from an attention to public concerns. That it is indeed the moft
pleafant thing in life, for a man to attend to his own affairs, efpecially if he
choofes to act in the fame manneras you do, is nearly obvious to every one; but
you ought alfo to confider this, that each of us is not born for himfelf alone ;
but that our country claims one part of our birth, our parents another part,
and our friends the remaining part. Much too muft be given to the occafions
which occupy our life.  As your country, therefore, calls upon you to attend
to public affairs, it would perhaps be abfurd not to obey its call: for at the
fame time too, it happens that a place is left for depraved men, who apply
themfelves to politics, not from the beft motives. But of thefe things
enough.

At prefent we take care of Echecrates®, and fhall do fo in future ; and this

for your fake, and that of his father Phrynion, and for the fake of the young
man himfelf, .

' This is the perfon to whom the laft difcourfe of Socrates was related by Phaedo, See the
Dialogue of that name.

EPISTLE
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EPISTLE X.

PLATO to ARISTODORUS—Profperily.

I HEAR that you are now in the moft eminent degtee the affociate of Dion,
and that you are at all times moft wife with refpect to thofe manners that are
fubfervient to philofophy. For I fay that firmnefs, faith, and integrity, con-
ftitute true philofophy. But I think that other wifdom and fkill, which tend
to other things, when denominated elegant fubtilties, will be rightly named.
But now farewell ; and continue to abide in the mannersin which you now

abide.

4M2 EPISTLE
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EPISTLE XI.

PLATO to LAODAMAS—Profperity.

‘VE have before written to you, that your coming to Athens is of great
confequence with refpe@ to all you fay. But as you declare you cannot
come, if either [ fhould be able to come, or Socrates, as you mention in your
letter, this will be the fecond plan to be adopted. Socrates however, at pre-
fent, labours under the infirmity of the ftrangury; and it would be dif-
graceful for me to go thither, if the particulars, for the fake of whichyouin-
cite me to make this journey, are not accomplifhed : but I have not much
hope that they wiil be accomplithed. However, to difcufs every particular
would require a long epiftle.  And at the fame time my body, through age,
is not able to bear the fatigue of wandering, and to encounter all thote dan-
gers with which the land and fea are furrounded ; efpecially at the prefeng
time, when travelling is full of danger. But I give you as advice, that which
Hefiod, through me as the relator, fays, ¢ that to opine is vile, but to under-
ftand is difficult.”  For if there are any who think that a city can be well
eftablithed by the mere promulgation of laws, without fome one endued with
authority prefiding in the city, and attending to the condu& of its inhabitants,
in order that both {laves and the frec born may be temperate and brave,—
thofe who entertain this opinion do not think rightly.

But agein, if there are men among you who deferve this authority,
let them obtain it.  But if there is occafion for fome one to inftrué&
them, I think that neither he who can teach, nor thofe who are capable of
being inftruted, are with you.  All that remains, therefore, is to pray to
the gods = for cities, prior to the prefent time, have been nearly conftituted

in
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in this manner. And after they have been well peopled, through the inter-
vention of great concerns, which have taken place through war and other
tranfactions, then at fuch like feafons an illuftrious and good man has ob-
tained a mighty, power. But prior to this, it is proper and neceflary to beftow
great attention on thefe things. Confider what1 fay, and do not a¢t impru-
dently, in confequence of thinking that fomething ought to be done with ex-

pedition.  May profperity attend you.

EPISTLE
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EPISTLE XIIL

PLATO to ARCHYTAS the Tarentine—DProfperity.

IT is wonderful with what pleafure we received the commentaries which
came from you,and how very much we were delighted with the genius of their
author. To us indeed, he appeared to be a man worthy of his antient proge-
nitors. For thofe men are faid "to have been ten thoufand in number ; and
according to the fable, they were the beft of all thofe Trojans that were
excited by Laomedon. '

With refpeét to the commentarics by me, about which you write, they are
not yet finithed. However, fuch as they are, I have fent them to you. With
refpect to guardianthip, we both accord in our fentiments, fo that in this par-
ticular there is no need of exhortation?.

! There is another epiftle after this which is afcribed to Plato, but which T have not tranflated,
%ecaufe it is obvioufly fpurious. That it is fo, will be at once evident to the intelligent reader from
1the following fentence in it, mng uey yap cmovdaias emizons Seos apyn, Seot 3 Tng wrrov, viz.  The word
god is the beginning of a ferious epiftle, the word gods of one that is not fo.”” Very properly there-
fore in all the early editions of Plato is the reader admonifhed that this epiftle is fpurious by the word
»d:weras 3 and it is fingular that Fabricius fhould doubt whether it might not be genuine, becaufe
Diogenes Laertius enumerates thirteen epifiles of Plato, and this with the preceding makes thir-
geen. For of the thirteen which are extant, two, as the reader will perceive, are written by Dion.

THE END OF THE EPISTLES.
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