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INTRODUCTION

T0

THE MENEXENUS.

THI1s piece of Plato, though entitled a Dialogue, confifts chiefly of an
Oration, to which the Dialogue was intended to ferve only for an introduétion
or vehicle ; and is accordingly very fhort. ‘The fubje@ of this Oration is
the commemoration of all thofe Athenians, who, from the beginning of the
commonwealth to the time of Plato, had died in the fervice of their country ;
a fubject that takes in fo confiderable a portion of the hiftory of Athens, that
I rather choofe to refer the reader to thofe authors who have treated at
large of the tranfa&tions of that ftate, than to fet down the feveral events
here alluded to in notes, which would foon fwell to a bulk much larger
than the Oration itfelf, It may not, however, be improper to premife a
thort account of the cuftom, which gave birth to this and many other
orations, fpoken by fome of the greateft orators of Athens; asfuch an ac-
count may tend to put the reader into a proper fituation of mind to judge
of the beauties of this famous panegyric, by leading him as it were to Athens,
and making him one of the audience. Take it, therefore, in the words of
Thucydides, thus tranflated.

¢ In the fame winter (namely, in the firft year of the Peloponnefian war)
the Athenians, in obedicnce to the laws of their country, performed, at the
public expenfe, the obfequies of thofe citizens who firft loft their lives in

' This Tatrodu&ion is extradted from the Argument of Mr. Weft to this Dialegue, by whom
alfo it was tranflated into Englith. I have adopted his verfion of it wherever I found it to be
fufficiently faithful, and given my own tranflation where it was otherwife.——T.

this
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this war: the manner of which is as follows. Thrce days before that
appointed for the funeral, they ereé a pavilion, underncath which they lay
out the bones of the deceafed, allowing to their refpe@ive friends and
relations the liberty of bringing whatever they judge proper to add, by way
of fhowing their particular concern or regard for thofe who belonged to
them. On the day of the interment there are brought in waggons (or
hearfes) fo many chefts (or coffins) made of cyprefs, one for every tribe, in
which are put the bones of the deceafed, each man according to his tribe.
Befides thefe there is an empty bier, properly covered in honour of thofe
whofe bodies could not be found and brought away in order for their
interment. In the funeral proceffion, whofoever is difpofed, whether he
be 3 citizen or foreigner, has leave to march, together with the female
kindred of the deceafed, who affift at the fepulchre, making grcat Jamenta-
tions.  After this they depofite the bones in the public ceemetery, which is
fituated in the moft beautiful fuburb of the city ; and here they have always
been accuftomed to bury all who fall in battle, thofe only excepted who
were {lain at Marathon, to whom, as to men of diftingithed and uncommon
virtue, they performed their obfequies in the very place where they loft
their lives. As foon as the remains are buried in the ground, fome Athe-
nian, eminent as well for his wifdom as his dignity, is appointed by the
ftate to pronounce a fuitable oration in honour of the dead: after which
the whole company depart. This is the manner in which the Athenians
perforfn the funerals of thofe who are flain in battle, and this cuftom they
conftantly obferve in every war, as often as the cafe happens, in conformity
to a law enafted for that purpofe.”

From this account, and fome other particulars mentioned in the enfuing
Oration, it is evident that thefe public funerals were performed with great
pomp and folemnity by the whole body of the Athenian people; to whom
therefore, confidered upon this occafion under two heads, namecly, as citizens
of Athens and as relations and friends of the deceafed, the orator was in
reafon obliged to accommodate his difcourfc : which from hence he was
under a neceflity of dividing likewife into two heads. Under the firft he
was to apply himfelf to the citizens of Athens in general; u'ndcr the fecond,
to the parents, children, and kindred of the deceafed in particular, For the

topics proper to be infifted upon under thefe two heads, he was leftat liberty
to
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to felet fuch as he judged moft fuitable to the occafion on which he was to
fpeak. The occafion was folemn and mournful. Confolatori ies, theref'orc,
were to be adminiftered as well to the public as to mdnvnduals, who were
there come together to perform the laft offices to their fellow-citizens and
relations. ‘T'o the public, no topic of confolation could be fo effcftual as
that which, by fetting before them the glory and advantages accruing
to the commonwealth from the ations of thofe brave citizens who had
loft their lives in the fervice of their country, tended tb call off their atten
tion from the calamity which they were then affembled to commemorate.
And this topic was very naturally fuggefted to the orator by the many
public monuments erected in honour of thofe who had fallen in battle, and
fcattered up and down the place where he was to pronounce his oration.
Plato accordingly made choice of this topic; and hath dwelt upon it with
equal judcmcnt and eloquence through the greater part of the following
panegyric.

The remaining part of this firft divifion contains an artful and noble
panegyric in honour of the ftate and people of Athens; which ev1dcntly
proves, what indeed will appear to any one who attentively examines the
Grecian hiftory, that the Athenians were unquettionably the firft and greateft
people of Greece. ' '

The fecond part, in which the orator addrefles himfelf to the relations of
the deccafed, is as beautiful a piece of oratory as is to be met with in all
antiquity. I fhall not here foreftall the reader’s judgment or pleafure,
by pointing out the particular paffages worthy of admiration. They are fo
ftriking that he cannot fail taking notice of them; and the more they fur-
prife, the more they will pleafe. ' '

vOL. V. 56 THE
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THE PERSONS OF THE DIALOGUE.

SOCRATES an» MENEXENUS.

SOCRATES.

FROM the Forum, Menexenus? Or whence come you ?

MEeN. From the Forum, Socrates, and from the Senate-houfe.

Soc. What particular bufinefs called you to the Senate-houfe? Is it that
you think yourfelf, O wonderful young man, arrived at the fummit of learning
and philofophy, and as being every way fufficiently qualified, you are pur-
pofing to turn yourfelf to aﬂ"alrs of greater importance ; and that we may
never want a fupply of magiftrates out of your family, you yourfelf are
thinking, young as you are, of governing us old fellows.

MEeN. Indeed, Socrates, I thould moft readily entertain fuch an ambition,
encouraged by your permiffion and advice; but otherwife, I would by no
means think of it. The occafion of my going to the Senate-houfe to-day was
the having heard that they intended to make choice of the orator who is. to
fpeak the funeral oration in praife of the dead. For you know they are now
preparing to celebrate their obfequies.

Soc. Entirely fo. Bet whom have they chofen ?

MEeN. No ome as yet. They have deferred that confideration till to~
morrow : but I think that either Dion or Archinus will be appointed.

Soc. Sure, Menexenus, it muft needs be a fine thing for a man to die in
battle ; for be he ever fo poor and inconfiderable, he will have the good
fortune at leaft to be buried with fplendour and magnificence, and to have
his praifes fet forth by wife and ingenious men ; not in crude and extempo-

rarv
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rary panegyrics, but in difcourfes well confidered and prepared for a long
time before. And indeed fo magnificent, fo copious, and even exuberant
upon every topic, and fo beautifully variegated with fine names and words
are the panegyrics which our orators give us upon thefe occafions, that they
as it were bewitch our fouls; and what with the encomiums which they
fo plentifully pour out upon the city, upon thofe who have at any time died
in battle, upon the whole feries of our anceftors, even to the remoteft ages,
and what with thofe which they beftow upon the audience, I myfelf, Mene-
xenus, have often been very generoufly difpofed ; and, liftening to their pane-
gyrics, have for the time been charmed iuto an opinion that I was grown
greater, more noble, and more illuftrious, and have fancied that not only I
myfelf appeared more confiderable in the eyes of thofe ftrangers, who at any
time accompanied me upon thofe occafions, but that they alfo were affeGted
in the fame manner, and perfuaded by the orator to look upon me and
Athens with more admiration than before, And this veneration of myfelf
has often remained upon me for more than threc days. Nay, with fo
powerful a charm has the difcourfe and even the voice of the fpeaker funk
into my ears, that for four or five days I have fcarcely been able to recolle&
myfelf, or perceive in what part of the earth I was; but imagined myfelf
fometimes an inhabitant of the Fortunate Iflands. So dexterous are our
‘orators !

MeN. You are always, Socrates, rallying the orators. However, Iam
afraid the perfon they fhall now appoint will not perform his part very well;
for, as he will be chofen on a fudden, he will be obliged to fpeak without
any preparation,

Soc. How fo, my good friend? Each of thefe has orations ready prepared.
Befides, it is no difficult matter to fpeak extempore upon fuch topics. For if
it were requifite to celebrate the praifes of the Athenians, in an affembly of
Peloponnefians, or of the Peloponnefians in an affembly of Athenians, a man
muft be an excellent orator indeed to gain the affent and approbation of his
auditory. But when a man is to perform before an audience, whofe praifes
are the fubjec of his difcourfe, it feems to be no great affair to make a good
fpeech, )

MEnw. Is that your opinion, Socrates ?

Soc. It is, by Jupiter,

3G 2 Men.
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MEeN. Do you think that you fhould be able to make a {peech if it were
requifite, and the fenate thould appoint you?

Soc. If I thould, O Menexcnus, it would not be wonderful, confidering I
have been inftrylted by a miftrefs, who is by no means contemptible in
rhetoric, but who has made many good orators, one in particular who ex-
celled all the Greeks, Pericles, the fon of Xanthippus.

MeN. Who is fhe? I fuppofe you mean Afpafia ¥,

Soc. I mean her, and Connus, the fon of Metrobius, alfo, For thefe

two

™Afpafia, the lady to whom Socrates gives the honour of the enfuing Oration, as well as of that
fpoken formerly by Pericles on the like occafion, was born at Miletus, and was indecd in great favour
with Pericles, as may be feen in Plutarch. What is here faid of her having inftruted Pericles, and
many other good orators befides Socrates, in rhetoric, whether ftrictly true or not, fhows at leaft that
the had as great a reputation for wit as for beauty. But it appears from this paffage that rhetoric,
which is the art of compofition, was not, in the opinion of the Athenians, alone fufficient to makea
complete orator: mufic, which, as far as it relates to oratory, and whenever it is put in contra-
diftin&tion to rhetoric (as in this paffage) can only mean an harmonious pronunciation, or a
melodious modulation of the voice; mufic, I fay, in the fenfe now mentioned, was likewife deemed
a fcience neceffary to be learnt by all who intended to fpeak in public. And hence I am con-
firmed in an opinion, which I have entertained many years, and in which I find I am not fingle,
viz. that accents were originally mufical notes fet over words to diret the feveral tones and in-
fleétions of the voice requifite to give the whole fentence its proper harmony and cadence. The
names of the Greek accents, ofus, Bapus, mepiomapevo, acute, grave, and circumflex, {peak their
mufical origin, and correfpond exaély to three terms made ufe of in our modern mufic, namely,
JSharp, flat, and a grawve, called the turn, confifting, like the circumflex, of a fbasp and a flat note.
I fhall not here enter into the queftion concerning the antiquity of accents, which many learned
men take to be of modern invention; though if they were ufed for mufical marks, as I am per-
fuaded they were, they were probably as antient as the application of that fcience, from whence
they were borrowed to form a right pronunciation and harmonious cadence, which was as antient
at leaft as the time of Plato. It is no wonder, however, that many old manufcripts and inferip-
tions are found without accents : as they were intended folely for the inftru&ion of thofe who were
defirous of reading and fpeaking properly, they were in all likelihood made ufe of only by mafters
of mufic in the leffons which they gave their fcholars upon pronunciation. Neither is it fur-
prifing that the antient Greeks fhould defcend to fuch minute niceties in forming their orators,
when it is confidered that oratory, from its great ufe and importance in their public affemblies,
was in the higheft eteem among them, and carried by them to its utmoft perfe&ion,

From what has been {aid I am induced to beg leave to obferve, that from not underftanding, or
not attending to the original and right ufe of accents in the Greek, however tranfmitted down to
thefe times, has arifen one of the grofleft perverfions and abufes that ignorance or barbarifm itfelf
could poflibly have introduced into any Janguage ; and that is, reading by accent, as it is called, and
pra&ifed in mott of the fchools (Eion excepted), and in the univerfitics of this kingdom, not{to

ay
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two are my mafters: he in mufic, fhe in rhetoric. 'That a man thus edu--
cated thould be a fkilful {fpeaker is nothing wonderful, fince, even one who
has been worfe educated than 1 have, and who has indeed learnt mufic from
Lamprius, but rhetoric from Antiphon the Rhamnufian;—1I fay, it is not
impoffible even for fuch a one to gain the good opinion of the Athenians
when he makes their praifes the theme of his oration.

Men~. And what would you have to fay were you to fpeak ?

Soc. From myfelf perhaps nothing. But yefterday I heard Afpafia
pronounce a funeral oration concerning thefe very perfons; for fhe had
heard what you tell me, that the Athenians were going to choofe an orator
for the occafion : upon which fhe immediately ran over to me fuch things as
it would be proper to fay; and what fhe had formerly made ufe of, when

fay of-all Europe. For by this method of reading, in which no regard is paid to the long or fhort
vowels or diphthongs, the natural quantity of the words is overturned ; and the poets, who never
wrote, and indeed are never read, and can never be read by accent, muft be fuppofed to have
meafured the language by a rule different from that followed by the writers and fpeakers in profe,
that is, all the reft of their countrymen; which indeed is an abfurdity too great to be fuppofed ;
and therefore I imagine it will not be pretended that the antient Grecks fpoke by accent. If this
thetcfore be an abfurdity too great to be charged tpon the antient Greeks, why fhould it be
impofed upon thofe who now ftudy that language, and who, by this method, are obliged, when
they read poetry, to neglet the accent, and when they read profe to difregard the quantity ; which
is to make two languages of one? Much more might be faid againft this prepofterous ufage of
accents, which feems to me to have arifen at firt from the ignorance and idlenefs of fchool-mafters,
who not knowing the true quantity of the words, .and not caring to acquaint themfelves with it,
took the fhort and eafy way of directing themfelves and their fcholars by thofe marks which they
faw placed over certain fyllables. Thefe they took for their guides in reading profe, though in
poctry, as has been faid, they were neceffitated to obferve a different rule, viz. the meafure of the
verfe where known, as that of hexameters, iambics, anapafts, &c.; but in the great variety of
meafures made ufe of by Pindar, and the dramatic writers, they were fill at a lofs, and therefore
in reading thofc odes, werc obliged to have recounfe to accents, to the utter fubverfion of all quantity
and harmony. Ifit fhould be thought worth the while to corret this illiterate abufe in our fchools
and feminaries of learning, it may be proper either to print fuch books as are put into the hands
of young beginners without accents, or to fubflitute in their ftead fuch marks as may ferve to fhow
the quantity of the feveral fyllables: to which end I would recommend to all future compilers of
lexicons and grammars, to mark, after the example of manyjLatin lexicographers, the quantities of
all the fyllables: many of which are reducible to general rules, and others may be difcovered
and afcertained by carcfully comparing the correfpondent meafures of the ftrophé, antiftrophé,
epode, &c. in the Greek ode,~W,

the
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fhe compofed the funeral oration fpoken by Pericles; out of the feraps of
which fhe patched up this difcourfe.

Men. Can you remember what the faid ?

Soc. Elfe I fhould be unjutt; for I learnt it from her, and there wanted
but little of my being beaten for forgetfulnefs,

MEen. Why then do you not repeat it ?

Soc. My miftrefs may be offended, if I make her difcourfes public.

Mex. By no means, Socrates : however, {peak and oblige me ; whether you
are willing to fpeak what Afpafia faid, or any thing clfe, it is of no confe-
quence if you will but fpeak.

8oc. But you will perhaps laugh at me, if 1, being an elderly man, fhould
appear to you ftill to jeft. .
it Mex. Notat all, Socrates: fpeak, I entreat you, by all means.

Soc. Well, Ifind I muft gratify you, though you fhould even order me to
fall a dancing. Befides, we are alone. Attend then. She began her oration,
I think, with mentioning the deceafed in the following manner :

Whatever was requifite to be done for thefe brave men, has been performed
on our part. They have received their dues, and are now ‘proceeding on
their fated journey, difmiffed with thefe public honours, paid them as well by
the whole ftate as by their own families and friends. But to make thefe
honours complete, fomething remains to be faid ; which not only the laws
require to be rendered to them, but reafon alfo. For an eloquent and well-
fpoken” oration impreffes on the mind of the audience a lafting admiration
of great and virtuous aé&tions. But the prefent occafion demands an oration
of a particular kind ; an oration that may at one and the fame time do juftice
to the dead ; benevolently admonifh the living; excite the children and
brethren of the deceafed to an imitation of their virtues; and adminifter
comfort to the fathers and the mothers, and whoever of their remoter ancef-
tors are yet alive, Where then fhall we find fuch an oration as this? Or
whenge fhall we rightly begin the praifes of thofe brave.men, who when
living made their friends happy by their virtues, and by their deaths procured
the fafety of thofe who furvive, . )

As they were naturally good, it is in my opinion neceflary to begin their

panegyric with an account of their original : for that they were virtuous was
' owing
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owing to their being defcended from virtuous anceftors. Let us then cele=
brate, in the firlt place, their noble birth; in the fecond, their nurture and
education ; and afterwards, by exhibiting their a&tions to view, make it ap-
pear that thefe alfo were virtuous, and fuch as correfponded to all thofe ad-
vantages, Firft, then, as to the nobility of their defcent : they are {prung from
a race of anceftors, not adventitious, not tranfplanted from I know not wheres
but natives of the /s//, dwelling and living really and properly in their own
country ; nurfed, not like other nations, by a ftep-mother, but a parent,
the very land which they inhabited, in which they now lie buried ; the foil
which bred, which nurfed them, and which, as her own, has again recejyed
them into her bofom. It is moft juft, therefore,to beftow fome encomiums,
in the firft place, on this mother; for thus the nobility of thefe -her chil-
dren will at the fame time be adorned. This country, indeed, deferves
to be celebrated by all mankind, not only by us, and that upon many ac-
counts ; but principally becaufe the is dear to divinity, of which the ftrife
of the gods, who contended for her, and the decifion that followed there-
upon, is a clear evidence. And how is it pofhible that it thould not be juft
for all men to celebrate that which the gods have praifed ? Another topic
of deferved praife is this, that at the very time when the earth bred and
produced animals of all kinds, both wild and tame, this country of ours pre-
ferved her purity; was unprolific of favage beafts ; and among all animals
chofe to produce man only, who furpafles the reft in underftanding, and
who alone legally cultivates juftice and the gods. Asa great argument in
confirmation of what I here advance, that this earth is the genuine parent
of our forefathers, F muft obferve that every thing that brings forth is pro-
vided with nourifhment adapted to what it has produced ; and that a woman
is proved to be really and in fact a mother, from her being fupplied with
pative fountains of nourifhment for the fuftenance of the child. In like
maunner our country and mother affords a fufficient argument of her having
procreated men ; for fhe alone at that time and firft produced the grain of
wheat and barley, the proper and the beft food of man; as being in
reality the parent of this {pecies of animals; and to her thefe proofs apply
more ftrongly than to a woman, For the earth did not in breeding and
producing imitate woman, but woman imitated earth: neither did fhe

envioufly withhold thefe her fruits, but diftributed them to others. For her
offspring,
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offspring, in the next place, fhe produced the olive, the fupport of toil; and
after fhe had thus nourithed and reared them up to mauhcod, the introduced °
to them gods for their governors and inftrufors, whofe names it is
unneceflary to mention .in this place, We all know who furnithed us
with the neceffaries and fecurities of life; who inftru@ed us in the arts
requifite for our daily fupport; who gave us and who taught us
the ufe of arms for the defence of our country. Our anceftors, thus born,
and thus brought up, framed a polity of which it may not be improper to
fpeak a few words. For a polity is the nurfe of men; a good one of vir-
tuous men, a bad one of wicked men, That thofe who went before us,
therefore, were educated under a good polity, it is neceffary to (Low ; for
indeed it was owing to this that both they and their defcendants, the
fathers of the deceafed, became virtuous. The polity then was, as it now
is, an ariftrocracy. Under this form of government we {ftill live, and
for the moft part have done fo from that time to this, Let others call it a
democracy, or by what name they pleafe : it is in truth an ariftrocracy ac-
companied with renown. We have always had magiftrates invefted with
kingly power, fome of whom were hereditary, others eletive: but the
people were generally the moft powerful; and they always beftowed the
authority and power of the ftate upon thofe whom they judged moft worthy.
No man was excluded for the meannefs, the obfcurity, or the poverty of
his family ; nor advanced for the contrary qualifications of his anceftors,
as is pra@ifed in other cities, Their choice was confined by one boundary.
Whoever was efteemed to be wife and good, he had the authority, and he
the power. The caufe of this our polity was the equality of our original.
For other ftates are compofed of men of every country, and of different
extrattions; whence their governments are unequal, tyrannies, or oligarchies;
in which one part of the people confider the other as their flaves, and thofe
who are confidered as flaves look upon the other part as their mafters. But
we, whoare all brethren, born of one mother, do not think it fit that we fhould
be the flaves or the lords of one another.. On the contrary, the natural equality
of our births compelled us to feek after a legal equality in our government ;
and forbade us to yield fubjetion toany thing, except to the opinion of virtue
and wifdom. Hence it came to pafs that all our anceftors, the fathers of

the deceafed, and they themfelves, being thus excellently born, thus nur;
turg
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tured in all liberty, exhibited to all men many and beautiful deeds, both
privately and publicly, thinking it their duty as well to prote@’ Grecians
againft Grecians, as to maintain the general liberty of Greece againft
the Barbarians, How they repelled the invafions of Eumolpus, of the
Amazons, and of other enemies before them, and in what manuner they
defended the Argives againft the Thebans, and the Heracleide againtt the
Argives, the timme will not permit me fully to refate : befides, their virtues
having been finely celebrated by the poets in their melodious fongs, they have
been made public to all men; fo that we fhould but difgrace ourfelves in
attempting the fame fubje in fimple profe. For thefé reafons, therefore,
I think proper to pafs over thefe matters,  Juftice has been done to their
merits.  But I think myfelf obliged to recall the memory of thofe exploits
which, worthy as they were, the poéts bave not thought worthy of their
notice, and which are now almoft buried in oblivions that by fetting forth
the praifes of the great mén who performed them, I may woo the poets to
admit them into their fongs and verfes. The chief of thefe are the aétions of
our forefathers, the progeny of this foil, who held the hands of thofe lords
of Afia, the Perfians, when they attempted to enflave Europe ; whofe virtue,
therefore, in the firft place deferves to be commemorated and to be praifed.
“To praife them as they deferve, we ought to take a view of it in that period
of time, whén all Afia was in fubjeftion to thé third king of the Perfian
race. The firtt of thefe was Cyrus, who by his own great abilities freed
his countrymen the Perfians, enflaved the Medes his mafters, and brought
under his dominion the reft of Afia, as far as Egypt. His fon fubdued Egypt,
and as much of Lybia as was acceffible, by his arms. Darius, the third
king, extended the limits of his empire by his land forces as far as Scythia,
and by his flcets made himfelf mafter of the fea and of the iflands; fo that
no one durft oppofe him. The very opinions of all mankind feem to have
been fubdued : fo many, fo powerful, and fo warlike were the nations which
the government of the Perfians involved. This Darius accufing us and the
Eretrians of an attempt upon Sardis, made that a pretence for fending an
army of five hundred thoufand men on board his thips and tranfports,
and a fleet of three hundred fail, over which he appointed Datis to be
general, ordering Lim, under the forfeiture of his head, to bring back the
Eretrians and Athenians eaptive, Datis failing to Eretria, againft a nation

VOL. V. 3u which
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Wwhich of all the Greeks had at that time the greateft reputation for valour,
and was moreover very uumerous, fubdued them in three days; and that
none of them might efcape, he took this method of fearching the whole
land.  Caufing his troops to march to the utmoft limits of the Eretrians,
and extend themfelves from {ea to fea, he ordered them to join their hands,
and fweep the country, that he might be able to affure the king that not a
man had efcaped him. With the like defign he paffed from Eretria to
Marathon, imagining he had nothing to do but to place the fame inevitable
yoke upon the neck of the Athenians, and carry them off as he had done
the Eretrians. During thefe tranfactions, part of which were accomplithed
and part attempted, no nation of the Greeks came to the afliftance either
of the Eretrians or the Athenians, except the Lacedzmonians, and they did
-not join us till the day after the battle. The reft, ftruck with terror, and
preferring their prefent fafety, kept quiet at home. By this a judgment
may be formed of the bravery of thofe men who received the attack of the
‘Barbarians at Marathon, chaftifed the arrogance of all Afia, and were the
firft who ere&ed trophies for their vi€tory over a barbarous enemy ; by their
example inftru&ing others that the power of Perfia was not invincible, and
that wealth and numbers muft yield to virtue. I call thefe men, therefore,
not only the fathers of our bodies, but alfo of our liberty, and of the liberty
of all Europe. For the Grecians, furveying this day’s work, were taught
by their Marathonian mafters to hazard new battles in the defence of
their country., Upon thefe, therefore, ought we in reafon to beftow the
firft palm, and give the fecond to them who afterwards fought and con-
quered in the fea-fights of Salamis and Artemifiom. He who would difcufs
the feveral a&ious of thefe brave men, enumerate the many difficultics they
had to encounter both by fea and land, and tell how they furmounted them,
would have much to fay. But I fhall only mention what appears to me
to be the greateft exploit after that of Marathon: for by that vitory the
Greeks bad been only taught, that upon land it was poffible for a fmall
number of Grecians to overcome a multitude of Barbarians ; but that at fea
they were able to effect the fame thing was not yet evident. The Perfians
had the reputation of being invincible at fea, by the fuperiority of their
numbers, their riches, their naval {kill, and ftrength. Now what is moit
praife-worthy in thofe brave men, who fignalized themfelves at fea, is, thae

they.
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they did thereby, as it were, loofen thofe bands of terror, what had held the
Grecians fo faft bound, and caufed them no longer to ftand in awe of
numbers, whether of thips or men. From thefe. two actions, this of Salamis,
and that of Marathon, all Greece was inftru@led and accuftomed not to be
afraid of the Barbafians, either by land or fea, The third great exploit for
the deliverance of Greece, as well in order as in degree, is the ation of
Plata; in the glory of which the Lacedeemonians and ‘Athenians had an
equal part. This great, this arduous enterprife was achieved, I fay, by
thefe two nations ; and for this their merit are they now celebrated by us,
and will be by our pofterity to the lateft times. After this, many ftates of
Greece flill fided with the Barbarian, and the king himfelf was reported to
have a defign of invading Greece once more. It would then be highly unjutk
not to take notice of thofe alfo, who completed the work of their forefathers, |
ahd put the finithing hand to our deliverance, by {couring and expelling
from the fea every: thing that had the name of Barbarian. Thefe were they,
who were engaged in the naval fight at Eurymedon, in the expeditions to
Cyrus, to Egypt, and many other places. Thefe ought we therefore, to
commemorate, and to acknowledge our obligations to them, for having
taught the great Aing to fear; to attend to his own fafety, and not to be plot-
ting the overthrow of Greece. This war againft the Barbarians did our
commonwealth, with her own forces only, draw out to the very dregs, for
her own fe.curity, and that of her allies. Peace being made, and the city
honoured, there came upon her that which ufually falls on each that are
fuccefsful, firft emulation, and from emulation envy, which drew this city,
th()uoh unwilling, into a war againft the Grecians: upon the breaking out
of whlch war the Athenians fought a battle with the Lacedemonians at
Tanagra, for the liberties of Baeotia. Though the iffue of this battle was
doubtful, yet the following acion proved decifive : for fome of the allies of the
Beeotians having deferted thofe, to whofe affiftance they came, our countrymen
having on the th:rd day after obtained a vi€tory, we recovered to a fenfe of
their duty thofe who, without reafon, had fallen off from it. Thefe brave
men having fought againft Grecians for the liberties of Grecians, and delivered
thofe whofe cau(c the) had undertaken todefend, were the firft, after the Perfian
war, upon whom the commonwealth conferred the honour of being byried in

this public ceemetery.  After this the war became more general ; all Greece
' 3H 2 attacked



420. THE MENEXBNUS.

attacked 'us at once, and rayaged our country, ill requiting the: favours they
had received from this city. But. the Athenians: having defeated their:
enemies in a fea-fight, and taken prifoners in the- ifland of Sphaéteria their
leaders the Lacedemonians, when it was in their power to. have put themr
to death, fpared their lives, forgave them, and made peace with them;
thinking, that although in a war againft Barbarians nothing lefs than their
utter ruin fhould be aimed at, yet that in a war, between Grecians and
Grecians the conteft thould be carried on as far as vi€tory indeed, but that
the common intereft of Greece ought not to be facrificed to any particular
refentment, Are not. thefe brave men, thierefore, worthy. to be praifed,
who were engaged in that.war, and who now lic buried here ?  They whe
made it appear, if indeed it was a queftion, whether in the firt Perian war
another nation was not at leaft equal to. the Athenians: they, I fay, who
made it appear that fuch a queftion was entirely groundlefs. Thefe men
made the fuperiority. of. the Athenians f{ufficiently evident, by. being victow
rious in that war, in which all Greece took part againft them, and. van-
quithing in battle, with the forces of Athens only, thofe who had fet.them-
felves up for the chiefs of Greece, though they could pretend to no more
than an equal fhare with the Athenians in their vi€tories gained over the
Barbarians. After the peace, arofe a third dreadful and unexpeéted war,
in which many brave men fell, who here lie buried. Some of thefe ere&ted
many trophies in Sicily ; to which country they had failed in order to prote&
the Ledntines in their liberties, whom we were by oath bound to aflift. But
before they could arrive, the paffage being long, the Leontines were re-
duced to extremities, and difabled from yielding them any affiftance ; for
which reafon they gave over the attempt, and were unfortunate ; though it
muft be owned, their enemies, thofe againft whom they came to fight,
behaved with fuch virtue and moderation, that they deferved far greater
praife than fome who were only confederates in that war. Others figna-
lized themfelves in the Hellefpont, by taking all the fhips of the enemy in one
day, and by feveral other victories. I called this a dreadful and unexpelted
war, becaufe fome of the ftates of Greece carried their enmity to this city
fo far, as to prefume to fend an embafly to the king of Perfia, their and our
moft inveterate enemy, to invite, upon their own particular views, that bar-

barian into Greece, whom, for the common caufey they had formerly joined
with
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with us'to:drive out of Europe ; thus uniting in a league againft Athens all
the Greeks-and Barbarians. Upon which occafion the ftrength and valour of
this. ftate became moft confpicuous. For our enemies confidering Athens
as already vanquithed, and having feized fome of our fhips at Mitylene, thefe
gallant men (for fo they eonfeffedly were) whom we now commemorate,,
went to their relief with fixty fail, and boarding the enemy’s thips, gained a.
vi€tory. over them, and delivered their own allies, but met with a lot un~
worthy. of their valour; for their bodies were not, as they ought to.have
been, taken up out of the fea, but had their burial'there. And:furely they
deferve to be remembered ever with praife and honour.  For by their valour
we became vicorious, not in that engagement only, but throughout the
whole war; and through their bravery was it that our city gained the
reputation of being invincible, though attacked by the united forces of all.
mankind. Neither has this reputation been falfified in fa&. For we:
were conquered} not' by our enemies, but:by our own diffenfions. As to-
them, we remain invincible even to this day. But we have vanquithed,
have fubdued ourfelves. After. thefe tranfadtions a calm enfuing, and:a
peace between us and all other nations, a civil war broke out, which was
carried on in fuch a manner, that if, by the decrees of fate, diffenfions muft
neceflarily arife, a man would pray that his country might be fo and no
otherwife diftempered. For how benevolently and-familiarly did the people
of - the Pirzus, and thofe of the city, mingle with each other! And with
hHow much moderation did they lay afide their hoftility againft thofe of
Eleufis, contrary-to the expeQations of all Greece! All: which is to be
afcribed to no other caufe than their real confanguinity, which imparts firm
friendthip not inr words but in deeds. We ought not, therefore, to pafs over
in filence even thofe, who in this war were flain on either fide, but as far as
in us-lies endeavourto reconcile them to each other ; praying and facrificing
upon thefe occafions to thofe powers who have the command and- direction
over them, in as much as we ourfelves-are reconciled. For they did not
attack each other out of hatred and malice, but from the malignity of their
fortune. Of this we ourfelves are living evidences ;5 who,. being of the fame
common original with them, have forgiven each other, both what we: did
and what we fuffered.  After this the city had reft, and enjoyed a profound
peace, eafily pardoning the Barbarians, who having:been ill enough treated

by
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by this ftate, returned it but as they ought. But fhe was indignant with the
Greeks, when fhe called to mind the benefits they had received, and the re-
tribution they made, by uniting with the Barbarians, depriving us of our thips,
to which they formerly owed their own deliverance, and pulling down our
walls, in return for our having faved theirs from roin. The city then
having taken the refolution not to give for the future any afliftance to the
Greeks, whether opprefled by Grecians or Barbarians, remained quiet : upon
which the Lacedemonians, imagining that Athens, the patronefs of liberty,
was fallen, and that now was the time for them to purfue their proper
bufinefs, the enflaving of others, fet immediately about it. I need not
enlarge upon what followed. Thofe tranfattions are neither of an antient
date, nor perplexed by the variety of a@ors. We all know in what
a confternation the chief ftates of Greece, the Argives, the Beeotians, the:
Corinthians, applied to this city for fuccour ; and what was the moft divine
of all, that the king of Perfia himfelf was reduced to fuch a ftrait, as to have:
no hopes of fafety from any other quarter than from this very city, whofe:
deftru@ion he had fo eagerly purfued. And, indeed, if Athens can be jutly
accufed of any thing, it is of having been always too compaflionate, too much:
inclined to heal the wounds of the fallen. For at this very time the was not:
able to perfevere, and to keep to her refolution, of not affifting thofe in the:
prefervation of their liberties, who had malicioufly and defigncdly injured her.
She yielded, fhe affifted them, and by that afliftance refcued them from
flavery, and gave them their liberty, till they fhould think fit to enflave:
themfclves again. She had not indeed the affurance to a& fo prepofterous a
part as to fend the king of Perfia any fuccours ; the bore too great a reverence
to the trophies of Marathon, of Salamis, and Platza: yet, by conniving at the
afliftance given him by fugitives, and fuch as voluntarily entered into his
{ervice, fhe was confefledly the caufe of his prefervation. At this time the
repaired her fortifications and her fleets, and prepared again for war ; find-
ing herfelf under the neceflity of entering into one with the Lacedemonians
for the prote@ion of the Parians. The king of Perfia, on his part, as he
faw the Lacedzmonians had given over all thoughts of carrying on a war by
fea, took umbrage at the Athenians, and refolving to break the peace, de-
maunded thofe Grecian ftates which were upon the continent of Afia to be

delivered up to him (thofe very ftates which the Laced@monians had for-
: ) ' merly
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merly confented to give up) as the condition of his continuing his amity
with us and our allies.  This demand he did not imagine would be complied
with, and he made it only that he might, upon its being rejected, have a fais
pretence for breaking the treaty. But he was miftaken as to fome of his
allies ; fof the Corinthians, the Argives, and the Beeotians, determined ta
comply with his demand, and even entered into a treaty with. him, which
they confirmed by oath, to give up the Greeks upon the continent of Afia,
provided he would furnith them with money. But we, and we alone, had
not the affurance to abandon thofe ftates, much lefs to fwear to fucha
treaty, ‘That the city of Athens is fo generous, free, and firm, that the is fo
found, and as it were by nature {o averfe to the Barbarian, muft be afcribed
to her being wholly Gree#, and unmingled with Barbarians. For none of
your foreign heroes, Pelops, Cadmus, ZEgyptus, Danaus, and mauy others,
who, though living under Grecian laws, were Barbarians by extraction ; none
of thefe, I fay, are of the number of eur citizens. We are genuine Greeks,
no half-barbarians, Hence proceeds the genuine and unadulterated enmity of
Athens to all Marbarians. Wherefore we were once more left alone, for
refufing to do an ation fo infamous, and fo impious as that of delivering up
Grecians into the Linds of Perfians.  But being reftored to what we had been
deprived of in the former war, by the affiftance of divinity, we profecuted
this with more fuccefs. For, becoming once again mafters of a fleet, hav-
ing rebuilt our walls, and recovered our colonies, we were foon freed from
a war, from which our enemies were very glad to be liberated. In this
war we loft indeed many gallant men, fome at Corinth, by the difadvantage
of their fituation, others at Lechazum by treachery. Nor were they lefs
gallant, who faved the king of Perfia, and drove the Lacedemonians out of
the feas. Thefe are the men I would recall ta your remembrance, and in:
honouring and praifing fuch as thefe it becomes. all of you to join.

Such werc the exploits of thofe brave men who here lie buried ;. fuch
were the exploits of thofe others alfo who, though dnhappily deprived of
burial, died like them in the fervice of their country ;: exploits: many and
great indeed, as has been related : but more and. ftill. greater yet remain un-
told ; to enumerate all which many whole- days and. nights would fcarce
fuffice. It is the duty, therefore, of all and of every particular man to bear

thefc things in mind, and as in battle to exhort the children. of fuch fathers
not
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not to quit the rank, in which their anceftors have placed them, by a bafe
and cowardly retreat. Accordingly, I myfelf, O ye fons of virtuous meu, do
now exhort you, and as long as 1 fhall remain among you will never ceafe
reminding and exhorting you, to ufe your utmoft endeavours to become the
beft of men. But upon this occafion it is my duty to tell you what your
fathers, when they were going to expofe their lives for their country, com-
manded us to fay to thofe whom they left behind, in cafe any accident thould
befall themfelves. I will repeat to you what I heard from their own mouths,
and what, if I may judge from the difcourfe they then held, they would now
gladly fay to you themfelves, were it in their power. Imagine, therefore,
you hear them fpeaking what I fhall now relate. Thefe were their words :
O children! that ye are the fons of virtuous fathers is evident from our pre-
fent circumftances. For having it in our option to live with difhonour, we
have generoufly made it our choice to die, rather than bring ourfelves and
our pofterity into difgrace, and refle@ infamy back upon eur parents and
forefathers ; perfuaded as we were, that the life of one who dithonours his
family is not worth living, and that fuch a man can have no friend either
here upon earth among mankind, or among the gods hereafter in the realms
beneath. It behoves vou, therefore, to bear thefe our words in remembrance,
to the end that all your undertakings may be accompanied with virtue ;
affuring yourfelves that without virtue every acquifition, every purfuit, is bafe
and infamous. For wealth can add no fplendour to an unmanly mind, The
riches of fuch an one are for others, not for himfelf. Neither are beauty, and
ftrength of body, when joined with bafenefs and cowardice, to be deemed
ornamental, but difgraceful: fince if they make a man more confpicious,
they at the fame time make the bafenefs of his foul confpicuous alfo.
Science too, when feparated from juftice and the reft of the virtues, is not
wifdom but cunning. Wherefore, in the firft place, and in the laft, and
throughout the whole courfe of your lives, it is incumbent upon you to
labour with all your Taculties to furpafs us and your progenitors in glory,
Otherwife be affured that, in this conteft of virtue, if we remain vi€orious,
the victory will cover us with confufion, which, on the contrary, if obtained
by you, will make us happy, The moft effe@ual way for you to furpafs us,
and obtain this viQory, is fo to order your conduét, as neither to abufe nor
wafte the glory Jeft you by your anceftors, For can any thing be more ignomi-

nious
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nious for a man, who would be thought fomething, than to receive honour,
not from his own merit, but from the reputation of his forefathers, Here-.
ditary honour is indeed a beautiful and magnificent treafury. But to enjoy -
a treafury of riches and honours, and, for want of a proper fupply of wealth
and glory of your own, not to be able to tranfmit it to your pofterity, is
infamous and unmanly. 1f you endeavour after thefe things, you will be
welcome to us and we to you, whenever your refpetive fates thall conduét
you to us in the world below : but if you difregard them and become pro-
fligate, not one of us fhall be willing to receive you. Thus much be fpokenb
to our children : but to our fathers and mothers, if any of them thould fur-
vive us, and it thould be thought neceffary to adminifter comfort to thenr,
fay, that it is their duty patiently to- bear misfortunes, whenever they
happen, and not give themfelves up to grief: otherwife they will never
be without forrow 5 for the ordinary occurrences of life will afford fufficient
matter for aflition. They fhould feek to heal and mitigate their troubles
in the remembrance, that as to the molt confiderable point the gods have
heard their prayers, For they did not pray that thewr children might be im-
mortal, but virtuous and renowned. And this, the greateft of all bleffings,
they have obtained. It is not eafy for mortal man to have every thing:
happen according to his wifhes in this life. Befides, by bearing their mif-
fortunes with refolution and fortitude, they will gain the opinion of being
the genuine parents of magnanimous children, and of being themfelves men:
of courage and magnanimity ; whereas by finking under their forrows, they
will raife a fufpicion of their not being our fathers, or thofe who fhall
praife us will be thought to have fpoken falfely ; neither of which things:
ought to come to pafs. They themfelves rather thould bear chief tefti-
mony to our praife, fhowing by their ations that they are indeed mem
and the fathers of men. The old proverb, ¢ Not too much of any thing,”
feems to be well faid, and in fact itis fo. For he who has within himfelf
all that is neceffary to happinefs, or nearly fo, and who does not fo depend
upon other men, as to have himfelf and his affairs in a perpetual fluGtuation,
according to their good or ill condué, he, I fay, is beft provided for this
life; he is moderate, he is prudent, he is brave; and he, upon all occafions,
whether he obtains or lofes an eftate or children, will pay the greateft regard.
to this proverb: for placing all his contdence in himfelf, he will neither be
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too much elevated with joy, nor depreflfed with forrow. Such men we fhould
think worthy to be our fathers; fuch we wifh them to be, and fuch we
affirm they are; fuch likewife are we now proved to be, by neither murmur-
ing nor trembling at death, though we were to meet it this inftant. And
this fame ftate of mind do we recommend to our fathers and our mothers;
entreating them to make ufe of fuch fentiments as thefe through the remain-
ing part of their lives; and to be perfoaded that they will do us the greateft
pleafure by not weeping and lamenting for us ; that if the dead have any
knowledge of what paffes among the living, their afflicting themfelves, and
bearing their misfortunes heavily, will be very unacceptable to us; whereas,
on the contrary, by bearing their afflitions lightly, and with moderation,
they will be moft pleafing to us. Our lives and ations are now going to
have an end ; but.fuch an end as among men is deemed moft glorious, and
which therefore ought rather to be graced with honour than fullied with
lamentations. By taking care of our wives and children ; by educating the
Iatter, and turning themfelves and their minds wholly to fuch-like employ-
ments, they will the more readily forget their misfortunes, and lead a life
more exemplary, more agreeable to reafon, and more acceptable to us, Let
this fuffice to be fpoken on our part to our relations and friends. To the
commonwealth we recommend the care of our parents and children ; befeech-
ing her to give thefe an honourable education, and to cherifh thofe in their
old age, in a2 manner worthy of them : but we are fenfible that without this

recommfendation, all proper care will be taken of both.” '
Thefe things, O ye children, and ye parents of the deceafed, have they
given me in charge to fay to you on their part; and I have moft willingly,
and to the beft of my power, exccuted their commands. On my own part
and for their fakes I befeech you, ye fons! to imitate your fathers: you fathers,
to take comfort for the lofs of thefe your fons; affuring yourfelves, that
both in our public and private capacities, we will take care of you, and cherith
your old age, as the refpeftive duties and relations of every one of us
may require. You yourfelves well know what provifions the common-
wealth has made; that by exprefs laws fhe has ordered care to be taken of
the children and parents of thofe who die in battle; and has given it in
charge to the chief magiftrate, to take them, above all others, into his par-
ticular protetion; that the latter may be guarded from all injuries, and the
former
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former not be fenfible of their orphan fiate, nor feef the want of a father;
whofe place the commonwealth fupplies, by affifting in the care of theit
education while they are children, and when they are grown up to manhood,
difmiffing them to their feveral vocations with an honourable prefent of a
complete fuit of armour. And this fhe¢ does, not only with a view of inti-
mating to them, and reminding them of the occupations of their fathers, by
prefenting them with thofe implements of valour which their fathers had fo
glorioufly employed ; but alfo that being arrived to the full firength, and
furnithed with the armour of a man, when they firft go to take pofleffion of
their houfehold gods, they may fet out with a good omen. Moreover, fhe
fails not from time to time to pay thefe anniverfary honours to the deceafed ;
taking upon her to perform in general, with regard to them, whatever is due
to each from their refpeétive relations; and to complete all, by exhibiting
games of different kinds, equeftrian and gymnaftic, mufical and poetical, the
effe@ually fupplies the office of fons and heirs to fathers ; of fathers to fons ;
and that of guardians and prote&ors to their parents and kindred : difcharg-
ing at all times all and every part of the duties that belong to all. Learn,
therefore, by refle@ing upon thefe things, to bear your affliGtions with more
patience ; for by fo doing you will a& the moft friendly part as well to the
dead as to the living, and be better able to give and receive comfort, to
cherith and affift each other. And now, having jointly paid the tribute of
your forrow ' the deceafed, as the law dire&@s, you may all depart.
This, Mc xcnus, is the {peech?® of Afpafia the Milefian.

' This Oration, which Plato (cither from undervaluing his own performance, or with a view
of abating the too great efteem which the Athenians entertained for their orators, whom he
rallies very finely in the beginning of the dialogue) hath here given to Afpafia the Milefian, was
however held in fuch eftimation at Athens, that, as Tully informs us, it was ordered to be repeated
every year, on the day appointed for the commemoration of thofe who had been flain in battle:
a plain evidence of the preference which the Athenians gave to this Oration of Plato hefore all
others fpoken on the fame occafion, though fome of them were compofed by their greateft orators,
as Pericles, Lyfias, Hyperides, and Demofthenes. Thofe of Hyperides and Demofthenes are not
now extant. That afcribed to Pericles by Thucydides, and preferved in his Hiftory, was moft
probably written by that hiftorian. Lyfias’s Oration is yet remaining. We have therefgre but
one genuine oration of any of thefe orators, upon this fubje&, with which we can compare this
Oration of Plato; to whom I fhall not fcruple to give the advantage upon the comparifon. For
the reft, we have the decifion of the Athenians, who were acquainted with all the others, in
favour of Plato; and in their judgment, I think, we may fafely acquiefce.—W.

312 MEen.
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MeN. By Jupiter, Socrates, you fay that Afpafia is blefled, if being a
woman fhe can make fuch fpeeches as thefe,

Soc. If you doubt it, come along with me, and you fhall hear her herfelf.

Men. I have often been in her company, and know what the is.

Soc. Well then, do you not admire her, and are you not obliged to her
for this Oration?

MEN. I am greatly obliged, Socrates, either to her or to him, whoever
was the author of it, but more particularly to you, who have repeated it
to me. :

Soc. Very well: but remember not to fpeak of it, that I may hereafter
be at liberty to communicate to you fome more of her fine political difcourfes.

MEeN. You may depend upon my not betraying you, Do you only relate
them.

Soc. I will not fail,

THE END OF THE MENEXENUS§, -
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