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INTRODUCTION

TO0

THE THEAGES..

IN order to underftand the defign of this Dialogue, it is neceffary to obferve
that wifdom is two-fold, the one abfolute, the other conditional. The ab-
folute is that which is denominated wi{dom fimply, and without any addition;
but the conditional is that which is not fimply called wifdom, but a certain
wifdom. ‘The former of thefe is defined to be the knowledge of thofe things
which are the obje@s of {cience, and the objects of {cience are things which
poflefs a neceflary eternal and invariable fubfiftence, fuch as are thofe lumi-
nous caufes and principles of things refident in a divine intelle&, which Plato
denominates ideas, and Ariftotle * things moft honourable by nature, But
conditional wifdom is common to all arts: for the fummit or perfeétion of
every art is called a certain wifdom, Of all thofe arts however, which
poffefs conditional wifdom, the principal is political wifdom, to which the
reft are miniftrant. This is called as well the political as the royal difcipline 5
of which the fubje&t is a city, the end the common good, and its fervants
all the arts.

As this political wifdom, the fubjet of this Dialogue, forms an important
part of virtue confidered as a whole, Socrates, conformably to what he had
delivered in the Meno, indicates that it can only be obtained by a drvine defliny

' Ariflotle, in his Nicomachean Ethics, defines wifdom abfolutely confidered to be ¢ Science,
and the intelleét of things moft honourable by nature, and the intelle& of principles.” H copia
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160 INTRODUCTION TO THE THEAGES,

(Sa2 popr), without which all the endeavours of the moft confummate maf-
ters are ufelefs; and this he confirms by various examples.

This converfation, according to Dacier, pafled that year in which the
Athenians were vanquifhed at Ephefus by Tifaphernus ; which was the 4th
year of the g2d Olympiad, and 470 years before the birth of Chrift, Plato
being twenty years of age, was then the difciple of Socrates.



THE THEAGES.

THE PERSONS OF THE DIALOGUE.

DEMODOCUS, SOCRATES, THEAGES.

DEMODOCUS.

I WANT, Socrates, to fpeak with you in private about certain things, if
you are at leifure ; and if you are not, unlefs your bufinefs is of great im-
portance, make leifure for my fake.

Soc. But I am indeed at leifure, and very much at your fervice. You
have my permiffion therefore to fpeak, if you with to fay any thing.

DeM. Are you willing therefore that we fhould retire from this place into
the porch of Jupiter Eleutherius, which is very near?

Soc. If you pleafe.

Dem. Let us go then, Socrates. All plants, whatever is produced from
the earth, other animals, and man, appear to {ubfift after the fame manner.
For in plants this thing is eafy to fuch of us as cultivate the earth, viz. to
prepare every thing prior to planting, and the planting itfelf; but when that
which is planted lives, then the attention which the plant requires is great
and very difficult. 'The fame thing alfo appears to take place refpe@ing
men, For I form a conjeture of other things from my own affairs. For
of this my fon, the planting, or the procreating, or whatever elfe it may
be requifite to call it, is the eaficft of all things ; but his education is difficult,
and occafions one to be in continual fear about him. With refpe& to other
things, therefore, much might be faid ; but the defire which he now poffeffes
very much terrifies me. It is not indeed ignoble, but it is dangerous. For
be defires, Socrates, as he fays, to become a wife man. And as it appears to
me, certain plebeians of the fame age with him, coming to this city, and re~
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peatirg certain difcourfes which they have heard, have very much difturbed
him. Of thefe he is emulous, and fome time ago was troublefome to me,
thinking it fit that I thould pay attention to him, and give a fum of money
to fome one of the fophifts, who might make him a wife man. I am not
indeed much concerned about the expenfe ; but I think that the objet of his
purfuit will lead him into no fmall danger. Hitherto, therefore, I have re-
ftrained by foothing him; butas I am no longer able to effeét this, I have
thought it beft to comply with his wifhes, left by frequently affociating with
others without me he fthould be corrupted. Hence I am come for this very
purpofe, that I may place him with fome one of thofe who appear to be fo-
phifts.  Our meeting with you, therefore, is a fortunate circumftance: for
as 1 am going to engage in affairs of this kind, I wifh very much to confult
you about them. If then you have any advice to give refpe&ing what you
have heard from me, it is both lawful and proper for you to give it.

Soc. Counfel, however, O Demodocus, is faid to be a facred thing. If
therefore any other thing whatever is facred, this will be fo which is now
the objeét of your confultation : for it is not poffible for man to confult
about any thing more divine than about the erudition of himfelf and of thofe
that belong to him. In the firft place, therefore, you and I thould mutually
agree, what we think this thing to be about which we confult ; left I fhould
frequently apprehend it to be one thing, and you auother, and afterwards
very much diffenting from each other in our conference, we thould perceive
ourfelves to be ridiculous: 1 who give, and you who requeft, advice not
agreeing in any one thing.

Dem. You appear to me, Socrates, to fpeak rightly, and it is proper fo to
do. -

Soc. Ido fay right, and yet not entirely, fince I make an alteration in a
certain trifling particular : for I am thinking that perhaps this youth may
not defire that which we think he defires, but fomething elfe. And if fome-
thing elfe is the object of his withes, we fhall a&t abfurdly in confulting about
that which is different from them. It appears therefore to me to be moft
right to begin by inquiring of him what it is which he defires,

Dem. It appears indeed, as you fay, to be beft to do fo.

Soc. But tell me what the name is of this fine youth: what muft we call
hin?

Dewm.
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Dem. His name, Socrates, is Theages.

Soc. You have given to your fon, O Demodocus, a beautiful and facred
name. But tell us, O Theages, do you fay that you defire to become a wife
man, and do you think it is fit that this your father thould find out a man,
who by affociating with you may make you wife.

Tuea. Ido.

Soc. But whether do yeu call thofe men wife, who are fcientifically
knowing, whatever that may be about which they poflefs this knowledge;
or do you call thofe wife who do not poflefs {cientific knowledge ?

Tuea. I call the fcientific wife.

Soc. What then ? Has not your father taught and inftrutted you in thofe
things, in which others here are inftru&ted who are the fons of refpetable
fathers; viz. letters, to play on the harp, to wreftle, and other exercifes ?

Tuea. He bas.

Soc. Do you think, then, that there is ftill a certain fcience wanting,
which it is proper your father thould pay attention to for your fake ?

THEA. I do.

Soc. What is it? Tell us alfo, that we may gratify you.

Tuea. My father alfo knows what it is, Socrates: for I have often
mentioned it to him. But he defignedly fays thefe things to you, as if he did
not know what I defire : for in other things alfo he fimilarly oppofes me,
and is not willing to place me with any one,

Soc. But all that you have hitherto faid to him has been faid without
witneffes : now therefore make me a witnefs, and before me fay what the
wifdom is which you defire : for come now, if you fhould defire that wif~
dom by which men fteer fhips, and 1 thould afk you, O Theages, what is
the wifdom, of which being in want, you blame your father as unwilling to
place you with a man through whom you might become wife ? what an-
fwer would you give me? What would you fay this wifdom is? Is it not
that of piloting ?

Tuea. Yes.

Soc. But if you defired to be wife according to that wifdom by which
they drive chariots, and afterwards blamed your father, on my afking you
what this wifdom is, what anfwer would you give me? Would you not
fay it is the chariotecring art ? )

‘ Y 2 THEA,
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THeA. Yes.

Soc. But with refpeé to the wildom which you now defire, whether is
it without a name, or has it a name ?

THEA. I think it has a name.

Soc. Whether therefore do you know the thing itfelf, but not its name ?
Or do you alfo know its name ?

Tuea. 1 a}fo know its name.

Soc. Say, therefore, what it is.

Turea. What other name, Socrates, can any one fay it has than that of
wifdom ?

Soc. Is not then the charioteering art alfo wifdom? Or does it appear
to you to be ignorance ?

THEA. It does not.

Soc. But wifdom?

THEA. Yes.

Soc. What is the ufe of it? Is it not that we may know how to manage
horfes when yoked to a chariot ?

Tuea. Yes.

Soc. Is not therefore the piloting art alfo wifdom ?

THEA. To me it appears to be fo.

Soc. Is it not that by. which we know how to manage fhips ?

THEA. It is.

Soc. But what is the wifdom of which you are defirous ? Or, what is
that which, when we obtain it, we fhall know how to govern?

TueAa. To me it appears to be that by which we know how to govern
men.

Soc. What, fick men #

THEA. No.
- Soc. For that wifdom is the medicimal art. Is it not #

TrEA. Yes.

Soc. Is it that, then, by which we know how to regulate fingers in
choirs ?

THEA. It is not.

Soc. For this is mufic,

Trea. Certainly.
Sac.
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Soc. But is it that by which we know how to govern thofe that engage

in gymnaftic exercifes?

THEeA. Itis not.

Soc. For this is gymnattic,

THEea. Itis. .

Soc. Is it the wifdom by which thofe who do fomething effeét their pur-
pofe ! Endeavour to tell me, in the fame manner as I have told you

above.
THeA. It appears to me to be that wifdom by which we know how to

govern thofe in a city.

Soc. Are there not, therefore, in a city alfo thofe that are fick?

TuEA. Yes: but I do not fpeak of thefe only, but alfo of others in the
city.

Soc. I underftand then the art of which you fpeak. For you appear to
me not to fay, that it is that art by which we know how to govern mowers,
vine-dreflers, ploughmen, fowers, and threthers: for that by which we
know how to govern thefe is agriculture. Isit not?

Tuea. Yes.
Soc. Nor is it that by which we know how to govern thofe that handle

the faw, the plane, and the lathe; for this belongs to the carpenter’s art,

Does it not ?

THeA. Yes.
Soc. But perhaps you fpeak of that wifdom by which we goverirall thefe,,

viz. hufbandmen, carpenters, all artificers, and private perfons, both men
and women.

THEA. Itis this wifdom, Socrates, of which I withed to {peak fome time
ago, , :

Soc. Are you, therefore, difpofed-to fay that Agifthus, who flew Aga-
memnon in Argos, had dominion over thefe things of which you fpeak,.
viz. all artificers and private perfons, both men and women, or over cer~
tain other things ?

TueA. He only had dominion over fuch as thefe.

Soc. But what? Did not Peleus, the fon of Acacus, bave dominion oves
thefe very things in Phthia?

Tuea, Yes.
Soc.
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Soc. And have you not heard that Periander, the fon of Cypfelus, governed

Corinth,

THEA. Ihave.

Soc. And did he not rule over thefe very fame things in his city ? -

TrEA, Yes. .

Soc. But what ? Do you not think that Archelaus, the fon of Perdiccas,
who lately governed ' in Macedonia, had dominion over thefe very things ?

TaEea. 1do.

Soc. But over what things do you think Hippias 2, the fon of Pififtratus,
who rules in this city, has dominion ? Is it not over thefe things ?

Trea. Undoubtedly,

Soc. Can you tell me, then, what Bacis * and the Sibyl, and our Amphi-
ytus, are called ? .

Tuea. What elfe, Socrates, than divine:s ?

Soc. You fpeak rightly. Endeavour, therefore, alfo to tell me what
mame you give to Hippias and Periander through the fame dominion ?

TreA. 1 think they are tyraats : for what elfe can they be called ?

Soc. Whoever, therefore, defires to have dominion over all the men in
the city, defires this very fame dominion, the tyranuic, and to be a tyrant,

THEA. So it appears.

Soc. Do you therefere fay that you defire this dominion ?

Tuea. It feems {o from what I have faid.

Soc. O you wicked one! Do you defire to tyrannife over us? And did
you fome time ago blame your father becaufe he did not fend you to fome
tyrannic preceptor? And are not you, O Demodocus, athamed; who, hav-
ing for fome time known what your fon defires, and having Lkewife the

* Tt was five or fix years before. e was killed at the end of this very year.——Dacier.

* Hippias, the fon of Pififtratus, was tyrant of Athens four years. According to Thucydides
he fucceeded his father, and not Hipparchus. After he had reigned four years he was ba-
nithed ; and twenty years after his exile was flain at the battle of Marathon, where he bore arms
for the Perfians.—Dacier.

3 Bacis was a prophet, who, long before. Xerxes made a defcent into Greece, prediGted to the
people all that would befall them. Herodotus relates fome of his prophecies in-his 8th book,
and confiders them to be fo formal and plain, fince their accomplithment, that he fays he nei-
ther dares accufc thofe oracles of falfehood himfelf, nor fuffer others to do fo, or to refufe to give
redit to them.  Ariftophanes fpeaks of this prophet in his comedy of Peace.~Dacier. i

abuity
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ability of fending him to be made that artift in wifdom which he afpires to
be, have, notwithftanding, envied him this obje& of his withes, and have
not been willing to fend him to obtain it ¥ Now, however, fince he a-cu‘es
you before me, let us confult in common, you and I, whither we fhould
fend him ; and through affociating with whom he may become a wife ty-
rant.”

DeMm. Let us indeed, by Jupiter, Socrates, confult : for it appears to me
that no defpicable counfel is requifite about this affair.

Soc. Permit us firft, O good man, to make inquiry of him fufficientlye

Dem. Interrogate him.

Soc. What then, O Theages, if we fhould make ufe of Euripides? For
he fomewhere fays,

Tyrants are wife that with the wife converfe.

If, thérefore, fome one fhould atk Euripides, In what, O Euripides, do

you fay tyrants become wife by the converfation of the wife? juft as if
he had faid,

Farmers are wife that with the wife converfe :

and we fhould atk him, In what are they rendered wife? What anfwer
would he give us? Would he reply that they are rendered wife in any thing
elfe than in things pertaining to agriculture ?

TueAa. He would not.
" Soc. But what? If he had faid,

Wife are the cooks that with the wife converfe =

and we fhould afk him, In what they become wife? What do you think he
would anfwer ? Would it not be, that they become wife in things pertaining
to cooking?

THEA. Yes.

Soc. Again, if he had faid,

‘Wreftlers are wife that with the wife converfe :

and we thould afk him, In what they are rendered wife? Would he not fay
in things pertaining to wreftling ?

3 THEA,
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THEA. Yes.
Soc. But fince he fays,

Tyrants are wife that with the wife converfe:

if we fhould afk him, In what do you fay they become wife, O Euripi-
des ? What would be his anfwer?

Tuea. By Jupiter, I do not know.

Soc. Are you willing, then, I fhould tell you?

Tuea. If you pleafe.

Soc. Thefe are the things which Anacreon, fays Callicrete I, knew. Or
are you not acquainted with the verfe?

THEA. T am,

Soc., What then? Do you alfo defire to affociate with a man of this
kind, who poflefles the fame art with Callicrete the daughter of Cyane, and
who knows tyrannic concerns, in the fame manner as the poet fays the did ;
and this, that you may become a tyrant to us and the city ?

THEA. You have for fome time, Socrates, derided and jefted with me.

Soc. But what? Do you not fay that you defire this wifdom, by which
you may have dominion over all the citizens? And doing this, will you
be any thing elfe than a tyrant?

Trea. 1 think, indeed, that 1 fhould pray to become the tyrant of all
men, or, if notof all, of the greater part ; and I think that you, and all other
men, would do the fame. Or, perhaps, yow would rather pray that you
might become a god *. But I did not fay that I defired this.

Soc. But what then, after all, is this which you defire ! Do you not fay
that you defire to govern the citizens ?

THeA. Not by violence, nor as tyrants do; but I defire to govern the
willing, in the fame manner as other excellent men in the city,

Soc. Do you fpeak of fuch men as Themiftocles, and Pericles, and Ci-
mon, and fuch as were fkilful in political affairs ?

' This was a virgin who employed herfelf in teaching politics, as Afpafia, Diotima, and fome
others, did after her.  The verfes which Anacreon made on her are lot.—Dacier.
2 Theages here alludes to what Socrates was wont to fay, that men fhoyld endeavour to be-

come fimilar to divinity. T
HEA.
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Tuea. By Jupiter, I fpeak of thefe.

Soc. What then, if you defired to become wife in equeftrian affairs,
would you obtain the objett of your with, by going to any other than thofe
who are fkilled in the management of horfes?

THea. By Jupiter, not L.

Soc. But you would go to thefe very men who are fkilled in thefe things,
who poffefs horfes, and who continually ufe both their own and many that
are the property of others.

Tuea. Certainly.
Soc. But what ! If you defired to become wife in things pertaining to

the throwing of darts, would you not go to thofe who are iknllcd in thefe
affairs, and who continually ufe many darts, both thofe belonging to others
and their own? ‘

Tuea. It appears fo to me.

Soc. Tell me then, fince you with to become wife in political affairs,
do you think you will become wife by going to any others than thefe po-
liticians, who are fkilful in political aﬂ‘aus, who continually ufe their own
city, and many others, and who are converfant both with Grecian and
Barbarian cities? Or do you think, that by aflociating with certain other
perfons you will become wife in thofe things in whlch they are wife, but not
in thefe very things?

Tuea. I have heard aflertions, which they fay are yours; that the fons
of thefe political men are in no refpe@ better than the fons of thoe-makers =
and you appear to me to have fpoken moft truly, from what I am able
to perceive. I fhould be ftupid, therefore, if I thould think that any one of
thefe could impart to me his wifdom, when he cannot in any refpect benefie
his own fon ; or if I fhould fuppofe that he could in thefe things benefit
any other man.

Soc. What then would you do, O beft of men, if you had a fon who
caufed you moleftation of this kind ; and who fhould fay that he defired to
become a good painter; and fhould blame you, his father, becaufe you
are not willing to be at any expenfe for the fake of thefe things ; while he,
on the other hand, defpifed thofe artifts, the painters, and was unwilling to
learn from them ; or, if he aGted in this manner towards pipers or harpers,
being at the fame time defirous to become a piper or harper 7 What would

VOL. V. z you
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you do with him, and where would you fend him, being thus unwilling to
learn from thefe perfons ?

THEA. By Jupiter, I do not know.

Soc. Now, therefore, doing thefe very things to your father, can you
wonder at and blame him, if he is dubious what he fhould do with you, and
where he thould fend you ? For, if you are willing, he will immediately place
you with thofe Athenians that are moft fkilled in political affairs : and with
thefe you will not be at any expenfe, and at the fame time will be much
more generally renowned than by affociating with any others.

THEA. What then, Socrates ; are not you among the number of excel.
Tent and worthy men? For if you are willing to affociate with me, it is fuf-
ficient, and I fhall feck for no other.

Soc. Why do you fay this, Theages ?

‘DEeM. O Socrates, he does not fpeak badly ; and at the fame time by do-
ing this you will gratify me. For there is not any thing which I fhould
confider to be a greater gain, than for my fon to be pleafed with your con-
werfation ; and for you to be willing to affociate with him, And indeed I
am afhamed to fay how very much I wifh this to take place. I therefore
entreat both of you ; you, Socrates, that you will be willing to affociate with
bim ; and you, my fon, that you do not feek to aflociate with any other than
Socrates ; and you will thus liberate me from many and dreadful cares. For
1 now very much fear left my fon fhould meet with fome other perfon who
may corrapt him,

THEA. You need not fear any longer, O father, for me, if you can but
perfuade Socrates to permit me to affociate with him.

Dem. You fpeak very well. And after this, all the converfation, So-
crates, will be dire®ed to you. For 1 am ready, in thort, to give up
myfelf to you, and whatever is moft dear to me that you may require,
if you will love this my Theages, and benefit him to the utmoft of your
ability.

Soc. O Demodocus, I do not wonder that you are fo importunate, if
you think that your fon can be efpecially benefited by me. For I do not
know any thing about which he who is endued with intelle€t ought to be
" more anxious, than how his fon may become the beft of men. But whence

3t has appeared to you that I am morc able to aflift your fon in becoming a
good
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good citizen, than you yourfelf, and whence you have thought that I can
benefit him more than you, 1 very much wonder. For you, in the firft place,
are older than I am ; and in the next place, you have exercifed the principal
offices among the Athenians ; nor is any one more honoured than you by
the Anagyrufian populace and the reft of the city.  But neither of you fees
any one of thefe things in me. If herefore Theages, here, defpifes the
affociating with political men, and feeks after certain others who profefs to
give inftru@ion, there and here, Prodicus of Ceos, Gorgias the Leontine,.
Polus the Agrigentine, and many others, who are fo wife, that going into
cities they perfuade the nobleft and moft wealthy of the youth, who are per-
mitted to affociate gratis with any one of the citizens they pleafe,—they
perfuade thefe, I fay, to renounce thofe of their own city, and adhere to
them, though the youth give them a confiderable fum of money, and thanks
befides, for their inftruion. It is fit, therefore, that you and your fon
thould choofe fome one of thefe ; but it is not fit that you fhould choofe me:
for I know none of thefe blefled and beautiful difciplines ; though I with E
did; but I always profefs to know nothing, as I may fay, except a certain
fmall difcipline of amatory affairs, In this difcipline, I acknowledge myfelf
to be more fkilful than any one of the paft or prefent age.

Tuea. Do you not fee, O father, that Socrates does not appear to be very
willing to affociate with me. For, as to myfelf, I am ready, if he is willing 3
but he fays thefe things in jeft to us.  For I know fome of the fame age
with myfelf, and others who are a little older, who before they were familiar
with him were of no worth, but when they affociated with him, in a very
little time appeared to be the beft of all men, and furpaffed thofe to whom
they were before inferior.

Soc. Do you know, therefore, O fon of Demodocus, how this comes to
pafs ?

Tnea. Yes, by Jupiter, I do; and if you were willing, F alfo fhould be-
eome fuch as they were,

Soc. Not fo, O excellent youth; but you are ignorant in what manner
this takes place. However, I will tell you how it happens :—There is a cer-~
tain Gzmoniacal power® which has followed me by a divine allotment from

childhood.

»This paffage inconteftably proves that the demon of Socrates was not the intelle& of thag
2% philofopker,
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childhood. This is a veice, which when it takes place always fignifies to
me that I thould abandon what I am about to do; but it never at any time
incites me.  And, if any one of my friends communicates any thing to me,
and I hear the voice, it diffuades me from this thing, and does not fuffor me
to do it. Of thefe things I will adduce to you witnefles : You know the beau-
tiful Charmides, the fon of Glauco; he once came to me, in order to com-
municate to me his intention of contending in the Nemean games! ; and
immediately, on his beginning to tell me that he mnzant to contend, I Heard
the voice. And I forbade him, and faid, While you was fpeaking to me, I heard
the voice of the deemeniacal power; do not, therefore, contend. Perhaps,
faid he, the voice fignified to you that I fhould not conquer; but, though I
thould not be viGorious, yet by exercifing myfelf at this time. I fhall be
benefited. Having thus fpoken, he engaged in the conteft. It is worth
while, therefore, to inquire of him what fappenced to him from contending
in thefe gamer. If you are willing alfo, 1k Clitomachus, the brother of
Timarchus *, what Timurchus faid to him when he was about to die, for
having defpifed the admonition of the damonical power. For he and
Euathlus, who was famous for running races, and who received Timarchus
when he fled, will tell you what he then faid.

Turea. What did he fay?

Soc. O Clitomachus, faid he, T indeed am now going to die, becaufe b
was unwilling to be perfuaded by Socrates. But why Timarchus faid this
I will tell yon. When Timarchus rofe from the banquet, together with
Philemon the fon of Philemonides, in order to kill Nicias the fon of Herof-
comander, for none but they two were in the confpiracy,~—Timarchus, as he
rofe, faid to me, What do you fay, Socrates? Do you indecd continue drink-
ing ; but it is neceflary that I thould depart. I will, however, return fhortly,
if I can. I then heard the voice, and I faid to hin, By no means fhould

- -
philofopher, nor any part of his foul, as has been rafhly afferted by fome moderns unfkilled in the
writings and philofophy of Plato. For a full account of this demon fee the note at the begin-
ning of the firft Alcibiades.

* One of the four famous games of Greece, which were celebrated once in three years,

* I fuppofe this is Timarchus of Cheronea, who defired to be interred near one of the fons of
Socrates, who died a litde before. I could never find any footflep of this hiftory clfewhere.—

Dacier.,
)’Ou
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you leave us; for I have heard the accuftomed demoniacal fignal. Upon
thie he ftayed ; and having remained with us for a time, he again rofe up to
depart, and faid, Socrates, [ am going: and again I heard the voice. Again,
therefore, 1 compelled bim to ftay. The third time wifhing to efcape me
unnoticed, he rofe without faying any thing to me, when my attention was
otherwife engaged, and thus departing he did that which was the caufe of his
death. Whence bhe faid this to his brother, which I have now told you,
viz. that he was going to die, becaufe he would not believe me. Further
ftill, you may alfo learn froun many in Sicily, what 1 faid concerning the
deftru@ion of the army. And with refpect to things that are paft, you may
hear them from thofe that kuow them; but you may now make trial of the
dzmoniacal fignal, if it fays any thing to the purpofe. For Sannion, the fon
of Calus, is gone to the army; and on his going, I heard the dzmonical
fignal. But he is now gone with Thrafyllus *, in order to wage war im-
mediately with Ephefus and Tonia ; and I think that he will either die, or that
fome misfortune will befall him. And I very much fear?® for the reft of the
enterprife. I have faid all thefe things to you, becaufe this power of the
dzmon is able to effe@ every thing with refpeét to the converfations of thofe
that aflociate with me. For it is adverfe to many, nor can thofe be be«
nefited by affociating with me whom the demon oppofes: fo that it is not
poffible for me to live with thefe. With many, however, he does not prevent
me from converfing; and yet they are not all benefited by aflociating with
me. But thofe whofe converfation with me is favoured by the power of the
dzmon, thefe are they whom you have noticed: for in a fhort time they make
a proficiency. And of thefe, fome poflefs this advantage with firmnefs and-
ftability ; but many, as long as they are with me, advance in a wonderful man-
ner, but when they leave me, they again differ in no refpe& from other men,
‘This Ariftides, the fon of Lyfimachus and grandfon of Ariftides, once expe-
rienced : for, affociating with me, he made a very great proficiency in a fhort

* Thrafyllus was chofen general with Thrafybulus, the fourth year of the ninety-fecond Olym-
piad.—Dacier.

2 Tndeed the Athenians were vanquithed at Ephefus. Xenoph. lib, i. Hence Plutarch fays,
in the life of A'cbiades, that the army of Thrafyllus was terribly galled under the walls of
Ephefus; an! that in memory of this defeat the Ephefians ercted a trophy of brafs, to the

fhame of the Athenians,—Dacier,
3 time
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time; but afterwards he failed from hence, in order to engage in fome military
expedition. When he returned, he found Thucydides, the fon of Melefias
and grandfon of Thucydidcs‘, affociating with me. But this Thucydides,
the day before, had quarrelled with me in a certain conference. Ariftides,
therefore, feeing me, after he had faluted me, and fome converfation had
paffed between us, faid,—I hear, Socrates, that Thucydides thinks highly of
himfelf, with refpe& to fome things, and is angry with you, as if he were
an extraordinary perfon. Itis fo, faid I. But what? faid he, does he not
know what a flave he was before he affociated with you? It does not feem
that he does, faid I, by the gods. But a ridiculous circumftance, faid he,
has happened to me, Socrates. What is it, faid I. It is this, faid he,. that
before 1 went to the army, I was able to converfe with any man whoever
he might be, nor did I appear to be inferior to any one in argument, fo that
I fought after the company of the moft elegant men ; but now, on the con-
trary, I {hun any one whom I perceive to be learned, fo athamed am I of my
own vilenefs. But, faid 1, whether did this power leave you fuddenly, or
by degrees? By degrees, he replied. When was it prefent with you, faid
1? Was it prefent while you was learning fomething from me, or was it in
fome other way? I will tell you, faid he, Socrates, a thing incredible
indeed, by the gods, but true: for I never, at any time, learnt any thing
from you, as you know, but I made a proficiency when I affociated with
you, even if I was only in the fame houfe that you were, though not in
the fame room; but my proficiency was greater when I was in the fame
room with you. I alfo appeared to myfelf to improve much more when,
being in the fame room with you, I looked at you when you fpoke, than,
when I looked another way. But I made by far the greateft proficiency
when I fat near you and touched you. Now, however, faid he, all that
habit has entirely fled. Such, therefore, O Theages, is the aflociation with
me: for if it pleafes divinity, you will make a very great and rapid profici-
ency ; but you will not, if he does not pleafe. See then, whether it is not
fafer for you to be inftruéted by fome one of thofe who have power over
the benefit which they impart to men, than by me who benefit, or not, juft
as it may happen. .

1 This grandfon of Thucydides rivalled Pericles i the government.
THEA:
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_TueA. It appears to me, therefore, Socrates, that we thould a in this
manner, viz. that we thould make trial of this demoniacal power by
affociating together. And, if he is favourable to us, the beft confequences
will enfue ; but if he is not, then let us immediately confult what is to be
done, whether we fhould affociate with fome other, or endeavour to appeafe
the divine power, that is prefent with you, by prayers and facrifices, or any
other means which our diviners teach.

Dem. Do not oppofe the lad any longer, Socrates, in thefe things : for
Theages fpeaks well.
Soc, If it appears proper thus to a&, let us do fo.

THE END OF THE THEAGES.





