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1 32 THE MYSTICAL HYMNS 

LXVIII. 

TO HEALTH. 

THE FUMIGATION PROM MANNA.  

0 MUCH desir'd, prolific, gen'ral queen, 
Hear me, life-bearing Health, of beauteous mien, 
Mother of all ; by thee diseases dire, 
Of bliss destructive, from our life retire ; 
A�d ev'ry bouse is flourishing and fair, 
If with rejoicing aspect thou art there. 
Each dredal art thy vig'rous force inspires, 
And all the world thy helping hand desires, 
Pluto, life's bane, ,alone resists thy will, 
And ever hates thy all--pre5erving skill. 
0 fertile ·queen, from thee for eve� flows 
To mortal life from agony repose ; 
And men without thy all-sustaining ease 
Find nothing useful, nothing form'd to please. 
Without thy aid, not Pluto's self can thrive, 
Nor man to much afllicted age arrive ; 
For thou alone, of countenance serene, 
Dost govern all things, universal _queen. 
Assist thy mystics with propitious mind, 
And far avert disease of ev'ry kind. 
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OP ORPHEUS. 

LXIX. 

TO THE FURIES tot. 

THE FUMIGATION P.ROM AROMATICS. 

VociFERous Bacchanalian Furies hear ! 
Y e I invoke, dread pow'rs, whom all rever.e ; 
Nightly, profound, in secret who retire, 
Tisiphone, Alecto, and Megara dire : 
Deep in a cavern merg'd, involv'd in night, 
Near where Styx flows impervious to the sight. 
To mankind's impious counsels ever nigh, 
Fateful, and fierce to punish these you fly. 
Revenge 11-nd sorrows dire to you belong, 
Hid in a savage vest, severe and strong. 

183 

104 See the note on Hymn lix, to the Fates. The Chat­
dean Oracle observes, " that the Furies are the bonds of 
men." • 

A& 1I"OWa& ,upo1r111V ayJCTnpaa. 

i. e. as Psellus explains it, the powers that punish guilty 
souls bind them to their material pusiona, and in these, as 
it were, suffocate them ; such punishment being finally the 
means of purification. Nor do these powers only aftlict the 
vicious, but even such as convert themselves to an imma­
terial essence : for these through their connection with 
matter require a purification of this kind. This illustrates 
what is said in the seventeenth and three following lines of 
this hymn. 
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134 THE MYSTICAL HYMNS 

Terrific virgins, who for ever dwell, 
Endu'd with various forms, in deepest hell ; 
Ael"ial, and unseen by human kind, 
And swiftly coursing, rapid as the mind. 
In vain the sun with wing'd effulgence bright 105, 
In vain the moon far darting milder light, 
Wisdom and virtue may attempt in vain, 
And pleasing art, our transport to obtain ; 
Unless with these you readily conspire, 
And far avert your all-destructive ire. 
The boundless tribe of mortals you descry, 
And justly rule with Right's impartial eye. 
Come, snaky-hair'd, Fates many-form'd, divine, 
.Suppress your rage, and to our rites incline. 

105 Ruhnkenius thinks that this and the five following 
lines should be transferred from hence to the hymn to the 
Graces ; and Hermann adopting this opinion has omitted 
them in the present hymn, and inserted them in hymn lx. to 
the Graces. To me, however, it appears that they properly 
belong to this hymn to the Furies ; and tJterefore I have · 
not transferred them. 
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OF ORPHEUS, 

LXX. 

TO THE FURIES. 

THE FUMIGATION FROM AROMATICS. 

HEAR me, illustrious Furies, mighty nam'd, 
Terrific pow'rs, for prudent counsel fam'd ; 
Holy and pure, from Jove terrestrial born, 
And Proserpine, whom lovely locks adorn : 
Whose piercing sight with vision .unconfin'd 
Su"eys the deeds of all the impious kind. 
On Fate attendant, punishing the race 

136 

(With wrath severe) of deeds unjust and base. 
Dark-colour'd queens, whose glittering eyes are 

bright 
With dreadful, radiant, life-destroying light : 
Eternal rulers, .. terrible and strong, 
To whom revenge and tortures dire belong : 
Fateful, and horrid to the human •ight, 

With snaky tresses 1o6, wand'ring in the night :  

100 " Eachylus (says. Pausanias, in Attic. cap. 28) was 
the first that represented the Furies with snakes in their 
hair." On this passage I have observed in a note in my 
translation of Pausanias as follows : Those who are . of 
opiruon that the Orphic hJliUI8 are spurious compositions 
will doqbtless imagine that their opinion is indisputably 
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136 THE ·MYSTICAL HYMNS 

Hither approach, aud in these rites rejoice, 

For ye I call with holy suppliant voice. 

confitmed by the. present passage : for the Furies, in the 
above hymn, are ·called "fto1r"AorcaJlOt, or maky-ltairtd; and 
consequently, it may be said, they must have been written 
posterior to the time of Eschylus, if what Pausanias asserts 
be true. It must, however, be remembered, that Eschylus 
was accused of inserting in his tragedies things belonging 
to the Mysteries ; and we have shown, in the Introduction 
to these Hymns, that they· were used in · the Eleusinian 
Mysteries. If this be the case, eitber Pa11sanias is mis­
taken in what he asserts of Eschylus in this place ; or, 
which appears to me to . be more probable, being a man 
religiously· fearfvl of disclosing any particulars belonging 
to the mysteries, he means that no one prior to Eschylus 
opetlly represented ·the Furies with snakes in their hair. 
There is also a passage in the Cataplus of Lucian which 
very much corroborates my opinion. The passage is as 
follows : mrE JlO', ETEMcriJru: yap, w Kvv•arct ra E"Awawt, ovx 
OJlOia TO'i: Ercu ra w�ao£ ao• oorcu ; KYN. Ev "Atyuc- •oov ovv 
1rpoatpxEra• r•c o11oovxovaa, �{3Epov n, &:a, a1!"Ei>.1Jnr:ov 
1rpoti(3XE11'ovaa• � apa 1rov Ep•vvvc EO'TW ; i. e. Tell me, 
Cynic, for your are initiated in the Eleluiniar& M118terie8, do 
not the present particulars appear to you to be similar to 
those which take place ill the Mysteries ? Cyn. Very much 
so. See then, her!' comes a certain torch-bearer with a 
drea4{1U ar&d threatening cottr&ter&aiiCe.. 16 it, therd'ort, Or&t qf 
the Fvriu 1 It is evident Crow. this passage, that the Furies 
in the Mysteries were of a terrible appearance, which 
Pausanias informs us was not the case with their statues ; 
and it is from this cireumstance of .. the statues of th�se · 
divinities not being dreadful ia their appearance, that he 
infers Eschylus was the first that repre&e��ted them to be 
so. Hence, as the Mysteries were inatitnted long before 
Eschylus, it is evident that the territlle aspects of the 
Furies wer� not invented by ·him : and it is more than pro-



. OJ' ORPHEUS, 137 

LXXI. 

TO MELINOE. 

THB FUMIGATION FROM AROMATICS. 

I CALL, Melinoe, saffron-veil'd, terrene, 
Who from dread Pluto's venerable queen, 
Mixt w�th Saturnian Jupiter, arose, 
Near where Cocytus' mournful river. flows ; 

bable that this dreadful appearance was principally caused 
by the snakes in their hair. The present hymn too calls the 
Furies �{3Epw7r£t, i. e. terrific to tile aigltt. 

But from what Natales Comes narrates from Menander, it 
is evident that the snaky tresses of the Furies were not the 
invention· of Eachylus. For he informs us that Menander 
says, in one of his plays, � it is fabulously repOrted that 
Tisiphone became enamoured of a certain beautiful youth, 
whose name was Cytheron, and that her love for him being· 
very ardent, she contrived the means of convening with 
him. He, however, being terrified at her formidable aspect, 
did not deign to answer her ; on ,which she took one of the 
nake• from her hair and threw it at him, which occasioned 
hill death. But through the commiseration of the Gods, 
the mountain which was before called Asterius was from 
him denominated Cytheron." " Fabulati sunt antiqui neque 
has quidem severissimas Deas Cupidinis vim p<>tuisse den­
tare, quando scriptum reliquit Mrenander in rebus fabulosis, 
Tisiphonem in amorem cu,jusdam pueri formosi Cytheronis 
nomine incidisse, cujus desiderium cum ferre non posset, 
verba de congressu ad ilium proferenda curavit. At is 
formidandum aspeetnm veritns, neque resp<>nso quidem dig-
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138 THE MYSTICAL HYMNS 

When, under Pluto's semblance, Jove divine 

Deceiv'd with guileful arts dark Proserpine. 
Hence, partly black thy limbs and partly white, 

From Pluto dark, from Jove etherial bright. 
Thy colour'd members, men by night inspire 
When seen in spectred forms, with terrors dire ; 
Now darkly visible, involv'd in night, 

Perspicuous now they meet the fearful sight. 

Terrestrial queen, expel wherever found 
The soul's mad fears to earth's remotest bo•nd ; 
With holy aspect on our incense shine, 

And bleBB thy my•tic•, and the ritea divine. 

nam fecit, quo illa unum e suis draconibus e capillis oonvul" 
sum in eum conjecit, quem serpens intra nodos constringens 
interemit, ubi Deorum misericordia mons ab' illo dictus fuit, 
qui prius Asterius dicebatur." Natalia Comit. Mythol. 
lib. iii. p. 216. As none of the ancient tragedians, there­
fore, were the inventors of the fables which are the subjects 
of their dramas, but derived them from authors more ancient 
than themselves, it is not at all probable that thill fable was 
inve�ted by Eachylus, and taken by Menander from him. 
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OP ORPHEUS. 139 

LXXII. 

TO FORTUNE. 

THE FUM.IGATION FROM FRANKINCENSE. 

APPROACH, queen Fortune, with propitious mind 
And rich abundance, to my pray'r inclin'd : 
Placid and gentle Trivia, mighty nam'd, 
Imperial Dian tor, hom of Pluto fam'd, 

"" Fortune, according to the Platonic, which is the II8JIIe 
with the Orphic theology, is that divine power which dis­
poses things diiFering from each other, and happening con­
trary to expectation, to benificent purposes. Or it may be 
defined to be that divine distribution which causes every 
thing to fill up the Jot assigned to it by the condition of its be· 
ing. This divinity, too, congregates all sublunary causes, and 
enables them to confer on sublunary efl'ects that particular 
good which their nature and merits eminently deserve. 
" But the power of Fortune (says Simplicius, in Aristot. 
Physic. lib. ii. p. 81) particularly disposes in an orderly 
manner the sublunary part of the universe, in which the 
nature of what is contingent is contained, and which being 
essentially disordered, Fortune, in conjunction with other 
primary causes, directs, places in order, and governs. 
Hence she is represented guiding a rudder, because she 
governs things sailing on the sea of generation [i. e. of the 
sublunary world]. Her rudder too is fixed on a globe, 
because she directs that which is unstable in generation. 
In her other hand she holds the hom of Amalthea, which is 
full of fruits, because she is the cause of obtaining all 
divine fruits. And on this account we venerate the fortunes 
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140 THE MYSTICAL HYMNS 

Mankind's unconquer'd endless praise is thine, 
Sepulch'ral, widely wand'ring pow'r divine ! 
In thee our various m�rt;al life is found, 
And some from thee in eopious wealth abound ; 
While others mourn thy band averse to bless, 
In all the bitterness of deep distress. 
Be present, Goddess, to thy vot'ries kind, 
.A:nd give abundance with benignant mind. 

of cities and houses, and of each individual ; because being 
very remotf' from divine union, we are in danger of being 
deprived of its participation, and require, in order to obtain 
it, the. assistance of the Goddeas Fortune, and of those 
natures superior to the human, who possess the characteris­
tics of this Divinity. Indeed, tt1ery fariiUUI il good ; for nJtry 
attainment re�pecta aomething good, twr doea any tiliNg et:il 
aubaiat from di11inity. But qf thi��ga that are good, aome are 
precedaneo111, and otMra are qf 11 ptmialting or rtt1tllgi11g cha­
racteriatic, which we are acctutomed to call e11ila. Hence we 
apeak of two Fort11ne1, one qf which we denomi1111te GOOD, and 
which is the ca111e qf o11r obtaining precedaneolll good ; bid the 
other EVIL, which prepare• 111 to receit:e p��niahme��t or re­
f!e��ge." 

From this beautiful passage, it is easy to see why For­
tllne, in thi.s hymn, is called Diana ; for each of these 
divinitie.s governs the sublunary world. See the original 
of the above admirable extract from Simplicius in the JlOtel 
to my Pausanias. 
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O F  ORPHEUS. Hl 

LXXIII. 

TO THE DlEMON 1oe, 

THE FUMIGATION PROM FRANKINCENSE. 

THEE, mighty ruling D�emon dread, I call, 
Mild Jove, life-giving, and the source of all : 
Great Jove, much wand'ring, terrible and strong, 
To whom revenge and tortures dire belong. 
Mankind from t,hee in plenteous wealth abound1 . 
When in. 

their dwellings joyful thou art found ; 
Or pass thro' life afflicted and distress'd, 
The needful means of bliss by thee suppress' d. 
'Tis thine alone, endu'd with boundless might, 
To keep the keys of sorrow and delight. 
0 boly hleued father, hear my pray'r, 
Disperse the seeds of life-consuming care, 
With fav'ring mind the sacred rites attend, 
And grant to life a glorious blessed end. 

'" According to the Egyptians, as we are informed by 
Macrobius (in Saturnal. lib. i. cap. 19), the Gods that pre­
aide over man at the time of his birth are these four, the 
Dll!fMtl, Fortune, Looe, and Neceuity." He adds, that by 
the two former they signified the Sun and Moon ; because 
the Sun, who is the source of spirit, heat, and light, is the 
generator and guardian of human life ; and on this account 
he is believed to be the d�emon, that is, God of him who is 
born. But by Fortune they indicated the Moon, because 
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142 T H E  M Y STICAL HYMNS 

LXXIV. 

TO LEUCOTHEA; 

THE FUMIGATION FROM AROMATICS. 

I CALL; Leucothea, of great Cadmus born, 
And Bacchus' nurse, whom ivy leaves adorn. 
Hear, powerful Goddess, in the mighty deep 
Vast-bosom'd, destin'd thy domain to keep : 
In waves rejoicing, guardian of mankind ; 
For ships from thee alone deliv'rance find, 
Amidst the fury of th' unstable main, 
When art no more avails, and strength is vain. 
When rushing billows with tempestuous ire 
O'erwbelm the mariner in ruin dire, 
Thou hear'st with pity touch'd his suppliant pray'r, 
Resolv'd his life to succour and to spare. 
Be ever present, Goddess ! in distress, 
Waft ships along with pro11p'rous success : 
Thy mystics thro' the stormy sea fkjeJ&d, 
And safe conduct them to their destin'd end: 

she presides over bodies which are tossed about through 
the variety of fortuitous events." Conformably to this, 
Proclus, in his very elegant hymn to the Sun, invokes that 
divinity as a bleued da1110f&, 
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OF ORPHEUS. 

LXXV. 

TO PALlEMON. 

THE FUMIGATION FROM MANNA. 

0 NURS'D with Dionysius, doom'd to keep 
Thy dwelling in the widely spreading deep ; 
With joyful aspect to my pray'r incline, 
Propitious come, and bless the rites divine ; 
Thy myBticB thro' the earth and Bea attend, 
And from old Ocean's stormy waves defend : 
For ships their safety �ver owe to thee,. 

1 43  

Who wand'rest with them thro' th e  raging sea. 
Come, guardian pow'r, whom mortal tribes desire., 
And far avert the deep's �estructive ire. 
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144 THE MYSTICAL HYMNS 

LXXVI. 

TO THE MUSES 109. 

THE FUMIGATION :rROM FRANKINCENSE. 

DAUGHTERS of Jove, loud-sounding, and divine, 
Renown'd, Pierian, sweetly speaking Nine ; 
To those ·whose bt·easts your sacred furies fire, 
Much form'd, the objects of supreme desire. 
Sources of blameless virtue to mankind, 
Who form to excellence the youthful mind : 
Who nurse the soul, and give her to descry 
The paths of right with reason's steady eye. 
Commanding queens, who lead to sacred light 
The intellect refin'd from Error's night ; 
And to mankind each holy rite disclose, 
For mystic knowledge from your nature flows. 

•oo " The Muses (says Proclus, in Hesiod Op. p. 6) 
derive their appellation from iJWedigatiml : for they are the 
sources of erudition. He adds, that Jupiter is said to be 
the Cather, and Mnemosyne the mother of the Muses, be­
cause the learner ought to possess both intelligence and 
memory, the latter of which Moemosyne imparts, and the 
former Jupiter." See more concerning the Muses in the 
additional notes. 
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OF ORPHEUS. 

Clio, and Erato who charms the sight, 
With thee, Euterpe, minist'ring delight : 
Thalia flourishing; Polymnia fam'd, 
Melpomene from skill in music nam'd : 
Terpsichore, Urania heav'nly bright, 
With thee who gav'st me to behold the light. 
Come, venerable, various pow'rs divine, 
With fav'ring aspect on your mystics shine : 
Bring glorious, ardent, lovely, fam'd desire, 
And warm my bosom with your sacred fire. 

L 
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146 THE MYSTICAL HYMNS 

0 • •  

LXXVII. 

TO M N E M O S Y N E, 

OR THE 

THE FUMIGATION FROM FRANKINCENSE. 

THE consort I invoke of Jove divine, 
Source of the holy, sweetly speaking Nine ; 
Free from th' oblivion &f the fallen mind, 
By whom the soul with intellect is join'd 110• 

Reason's increase and thought to thee belong, 
All-powerful, pleasant, vigilant, and strong. 
'Tis thine to waken from lethargic rest 
All thoughts deposited within the breast ; 
And nought neglecting, vig'rous to excite 
The mental eye from dark oblivion's night. 

· Come, blessed pow'r, thy mystics' mem'ry wake 
To holy rites, and Lethe's fetters break. 

no " Memory, says Plotinus, leads to the object of 
memory." (ayu yap 'I J'V'IJ-1'1 ll'pof: ro IW'IJ-IOVWTov.) But 
the object of memory to the soul is intellect, and the forms 
or ideas it contains, to which the soul tends through remi­
niscense ; so that the Goddess of Memory is very properly 
said by Orpheus to conjoin the soul with intellect. 
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158 THE MYSTICAL HYMNS 

Eternal, much fonn'd, ever florid queen, 
Laughing 115 and blessed, and of lovely mien; 
Accept these rites, accord each just desire, 
And gentle health and needful good inspire. 

m "The laughter of the Gods (says Proclus, in Plat. 
Polit. p. 384) must be defined to be their exuberant energy 
in the universe, and the cause of the gladness of all mun­
dane natures. But as such a providence is incomprehensi­
ble, and the communication of all good from the Gods is 
never failing, Homer very properly calls their laughter 
unextinguished." He adds," fables, however, do not assert 
that the Gods always weep, · but that they laugh without 
ceasing. For tears are symbols of their providence in 
mortal and frail concerns, and which now rise into exist­
ence, and then perish; but laughter is a sign of their 
energy in wholes, and those perfect natures in the universe 
which are perpetually moved with undeviating sameness. 
On which account, I think, when we divide demiurgic 
productions into Gods and men, we attribute laughter to 
the generation of the Gods, but tears to the formation of 
men and animals; whence a certain poet, in his hymn to 
the Sun, says 

Mankind's laborious race thy tears excite, 
But the Gods, laughing, blossom'd into light. 

But when we make a division into things celestial and 
sublunary, again, after the same manner, we must assign 
laughter to the former and tears to the latter. And when 
we reason concerning the generations and corruptions of • 
sublunary natures themselves, we must refer the former to 
the lavglater, and the latter to the tear• of the Gods. Hence · 
in the mysteries also, those who preside over sacred insti­
tutions order both these to be celebrated at stated times." 
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