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E. Gerry Brown,—Editor and Publisher.

RELEASING AN EARTH BOUND SPIRIT. THE STORY THAT WAS 

TOLD. AN EXPERIENCE IN A HAUNTED IIOUSE.

Longfellow says: “All houses wherein 
men have lived are haunted.” However this 
may l*e, whether poet’s fancy or a matter of 
fact, it is quite certain that in a majority of 
cases, the occupants are not affected, at least 
so far :ts they can discover. It is equally cer­
tain, if human testimony can be accepted as 
evidence that iu some cases there are unseen 
forces that can hiake themselves manifest. 
For ages it has been hinted. Those who have 
seen believed; those who heard only the state­
ments of those who had seen, disbelieved and 
ridiculed the idea as absurd. Nay, it was im- 
IKissible that such things could be; science 
said it was a superstition, and wheu science 
spoke it voiced the popular belief. And thus 
it has always been a matter of discussion; 
on the one side, some who know that these 
things do and can occur, simply because they 
are forced to admit the evidence of the sen­
ses; on the other side, those who know "it 
can’t be so” simply because they have never 
seen anything of the kind.

During the past month we were asked to 
investigate the noises that were said to occur 
iu a haunted bouse on Kirkland street, Cam­
bridge, near the Somerville, Mass., line. The 
occupant, Mr. Marsh, said that he had been 
troubled more or less for almost the whole 
year that he had resided there, that his wife 
lud heard and seen mauy things more plain­
ly lliau himself; that within two weeks 
through the advice of a friend he had held 
two circles there, but it had resulted only in 
his wife being entranced and seeing and hear­
ing more plainly than ever. He was tired of

being troubled in this manner and desired to 
to solve the mystery.

Mr. Marsh is an Englishman and his wife 
is a Roman Catholic. From what has been 
aliove stated it will be seen that she was the 
medium and her power enabled the spirit 
force to make itself manifest. The circles 
held had served to render her more sensitive 
to their presence, and hence their ability to 
make themselves heard and seen by her, even 
when she was in her normal state.

The house is said to have bad the reputa­
tion of being haunted many years. The 
origin of the reports concerning it cannot 
now be traced. So far as the appearance of 
the house is concerned, there is nothing 
about it that would mark it as a haunted 
house, any more than dozens of others that 
can be passed on any of our suburban roads 
in an afternoon’s drive. There are pine 
trees in front, aud a small grove in the rear 
and immediately surrounding it. It is a two 
story and a half structure with a piazza in 
front. It was built some twenty years ago, 
and iu its day, must have been quite a pretty 
place. Rumors that a house is haunted are 
apt to be followed by a desertion by the in­
mates if they have cause to believe so; then 
it remains unoccupied for a time; then boys 
gather and throw stones. This is what hap­
pened in this case. The “boys” were the 
Harvard students. The house is under the 
shallow of Memorial Hall. That “the boys” 
had many a lark there was evidenced by its 
condition one year ago. Drawings of skulls 
cross-bones aud figures of every description
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decorated the wall*. It had been unoccupied 
three yean when Mr. Marsh took possession 
about one year ago.

Although not a believer In haunted houses, 
and thinking the disturbances caused by mis­
chievous persons he had not lived there mauy 
weeks before be heard noises for which he 
could not assign any adequate cause. Grad­
ually they increased. They were poundings 
overhead; tumblings down sta rs, the liftiug 
of a window, its fall, moans, a noise under­
neath, and then all was still again for a short 
time. One evening a crash, as if dishes 
breaking, so far deceived the head of the fam­
ily that he rose, revolver in hand, and went 
down to shoot the cat which he thought 
might have got in there. No cat and no 
broken dishes were seen. After this, when 
he heard the movement of dishes he paid no 
attention to it, but the footsteps, the noises, 
were often so natural that he could not re­
sist going out. The result was always the 
same—nothing human, nothing tangible. It 
is probable that, if he had not held the circles 
the present article would not have been writ­
ten. But after they had been held and she 
had become slightly developed, the visions to 
her were terrifying. To him the matter was 
becoming a mystery which be was deter­
mined to solve. He commenced to receive 
information through her which he thought 
she could not have become possessed of. One 
morning when down in a cellar of an L of 
the bouse, be beard a voice call his name. 
He listened and again it called. “Yes,” be 
says, thinking it came from up stairs. 
“Here,” said a voice from the comer of the 
cellar. For him the mystery was not oAly 
deepening but becoming decidedly uncom­
fortable. To move would be a bad loss pe­
cuniarily, to stay was to suffer these experi­
ences.

In this perplexity be applied to us; and it 
was recommended to form a powerful circle, 
for the purpose of relieving the intelligence 
by breaking the magnetic chain if possible. 
To form exactly the circle needed under the 
circumstances in a few short hours was a 
matter of chance; to get together Uie mate­
rial to detect and discover fraud, If any exist­
ed, was a more easy affair.

Some 20 years ago this vicinity was much 
interested in a haunted bouse on the Water- 
town road. Harper's Monthly at that time 
had several papers on the subject. A Som­
erville gentleman, Mr. Daniel E. Chase, a
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well known distiller of Boston, bought the 
place for the purpose of investigating the 
matter. This be did thoroughly. Mrs. C. H. 
Wildes Is a medium who did signal service at 
that time, and to her we determined to apply 
for assistance in this case.

In company with Dr. H. B. Storer of Bos­
ton, Saturday noon, April A, we rang the 
bell of her present residence &2 Oak street. 
The husband of that lady said she could not 
be seen on professional business. On stating 
that it was desired to make an engagement 
for the future, the applicant was admitted, 
to wait until she should make her appear­
ance. Mrs. Wildes came Into the room where 
the applicant was seated, and, before any in­
dication had been given of what the business 
was to be, she said, in a changed and broken 
voice, “we have decided to take this instru­
ment to that house. She will tell you that 
she has an engagement, but we intend her to 
go. Call Mr. Wildes! He will hear you.” 
Mr. Wildes came in and the voice continued, 
“We told you that our medium was to go to 
Cambridge to-day, did we nott ” He replied: 
“I don’t see how she can, as she has another 
engagement, you know, and is obliged to 
keep it. The voice answered, “Leave that 
with us; you are willing, and will go also, 
willyouf” He auswered, “Yes.”

The minor arrangements were soon com­
pleted. Three prominent members of the 
Somerville City Government accepted an in­
vitation to join the party, and a justice of 
the peace, a constable and several ladies com­
pleted it. Dr. Storer through a previous en­
gagement was unable to be present. Some 
three or four, perhaps, were Spiritualists. 
Two were private mediums, one a gentleman, 
the other a lady. Immediately upon enter­
ing the house the party, including a repre­
sentative of the Boston Herald, were invited 
to an upper room, the same one in which 
some of the manifestations have previously 
taken place, where a circle was formed.

After some general conversation between 
the parties, Mrs. Wildes suddenly became en­
tranced, or, to speak more plainly, under the 
influence of her guide. Turning to the lady 
of the house, who sat at her right, she said: 
“The little one down stairs,” meaning an 
Infant child, “has been surrounded by the In 
flueuces at work in the house so long that 
she will soon pass away to the other land, 
if not immediately removed from this 
place.,T
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Them Is something decidedly singular 
about the appearance of this child and the 
nature of the disease. From all that we 
could learn by enquiry we hare no hesitancy 
In agreeing with the opinion advanced by one 
of Mrs. Wildes’ controls, that the child is 
obsessed; in reality dying by haring Its life 
forces exhausted by spirlu, who, though out 
of the earth form, are still attempting to lire 
In earth conditions. It inherits a delicate 
nerrous temperament from Its parents, and, 
being negatire, is thus terribly afflicted. Phys­
icians are doctoring It with their poisons and 
hastening the event which Mrs. Wildes has 
predicted; no intelligent Spiritualist can 
doubt that it will be fulfilled. When will 
some practical plan be digested whereby Spir­
itualism can attempt to heal its own dieases? 
We see no sign of promise unless it lay in 
the organisation of Spiritualists with a will­
ingness to contribute for the good of human­
ity, or in the beneficence of some Spiritualist 
of means, who will endow an experimental 
institution. When Spiritualism thus embod­
ies its system of treatings, good-bye to the old 
school of medicine.

To return to our narratire. Stopping sud­
denly Mm. Wildes said: “Why do you fear, 
paleface? You will not be harmed? Now, 
won’t you tell me what it was that passed in 
front of yon just this minute ?’’ In the mean- 
tinie Mrs. Marsh began to shake like an 
aspen, her lips quivered and her eyeballs be­
gan to roll in their sockets very much as they 
would If she was dying. “Oh, don't bring 
her back I” she exclaimed, the tears suiting 
to her eyes. “I can’t bear to have her come 
back.” “But,” said the medium, “she will 
not hurt you. Tell me what it was that 
passed before you.” Not stopping for a reply 
she immediately turned to Mr. Marsh, who 
was sitting at the other end of the room, and 
said: “Do yon know that you were compelled 
to come here in spite of yourself? The influ­
ences at work around you made you oome, 
and their was good reason for tlieir doing so.” 
Then, as if recalled to herself by some un­
seen power, a convulsive movement was 
visible In her whole body, she rose from her 
chair, a low moan escaping from her tightly 
clenched lips, and, with her baud closely 
pressed to her forehead, staggered across the 
room, and walked into a small side room, iu 
which there have also been manifeaUlions, 
notably the raising and lowering of a window 
sash with a loud crash, as noted above. Tak­

ing no notice of anybody or thing ia partic­
ular she opened a door leading to the attic, 
and, with a movement, as if ia great pain, 
crept, rather than walked, up the stairs, all 
the time moaning pitifully, and with her 
hand tightly pressed to her forehead. When 
the attic was reached she paused upon the 
threshold and leaned against the door, just 
as a person naturally would that bad beea 
nearly murdered. After a few moroenU she 
walked into the room, and, pointing to a cor­
ner iu which was a little rubbish—evidently 
an unu*ed apartment—she exclaimed, with a 
shudder, “Oh, my God! there 1 thereV  at 
the same time clutching at her throat with 
one hand. While the tears roiled in torrents 
from her eyes, she said, “Oh, joy! joy! to 
think that I have been permitted to cocas 
here!” Then, again continuing her efforts 
to articulate, she said, “Oh, they won’t let 
me speak, but I will try to in a few mo­
ments.” After a moment’s hesitation, she 
contiuued: “There! there!” pointing to the 
spot in the comer, “there is where I lay.” 
Before the astonished spectators had time K> 
recover themselves, Mrs. Wildes fell back, 
and, with a few convulsive movements, and 
two long drawn sighs, became limp, and, to 
all appearances, lifeless.

Mr. Marsh stated that the personation was 
exactly that which his wife had acted. He 
had spoken to none concerning it and was 
much surprised to see the scene reeoacted 
by one who was a stranger to him and the 
house.

After partially resuming a normal condi­
tion, she coutiuued: “Oh, I don’t want to 
lie down there! Please take me away from 
this place.” She was assured by the gentle­
men present that nothing would harm her 
while there; but all efforts to comfort her 
proved unavailing, and she started down 
stairs, closely followed by those pcaeiui. 
When the little room previously spokes ot 
had been reached on the way down, the me­
dium paused in front of the window, and, 
while a shudder passed through her whole 
frame, she moaned, still clutching at her 
throat with one hand, and pointing to the 
window with the other. “There, there, I 
tried to scream, but he shut the window 
down npon my head.”

▲t this stage of the proceedings the exdte- 
meut of the medium became almost uncon­
trollable, she c onned incessantly, great heads 
of persplratiou stood out upon her forehead,
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rod, while continuing her effort* with one 
hrod to remove the pre**ure of the Imag­
inary hud upon her throat, the pointed 
•lowly to the floor, ail the time repeating the 
word*, "There, there, I was dragged along 
there,''

Just at this time, Mr*. Wilde*, who had 
been trying hard to articulate a name, fell 
back helpless into the arm* of one of the 
person* present. A private medium, how­
ever, who was present at the time, was sud­
denly controlled, and in a loud voice he said, 
"My name is Ber-ber Stut-strut-st—“Stough­
ton," said some one in an enquiring voice 
rod his head nodded assent.

This seemed to relieve Mrs. Wildes some­
what, rod she walked into the room in which 
the seance was commenced, passed out Into 
the entry, down the front stairs, along the 
entry, and stopped deliberately in front of a 
closet, built under the stair* and in which 
the gentleman of the house says he has fre­
quently heard the dishes rattle violently. 
Opening the door, she went through the mo­
tions of mixing rod swallowing powders, all 
the time sobbing rod moaning in a pitiful 
manner. Again was the march taken up, 
Mr*. Wildes leading the way, although she 
had never been in the house before. Stop­
ping in front of the room which Mr. and Mr*. 
Marsh occupy as a chamber, she moaned 
‘there, there. He came from there. Oh, I 
did not mean to de any wrong." After a 
little time had been spent here, she walked 
along the entry, out through the kitchen, and 
down the cellar steps, ail the time giving ut­
terance to the most blood-curdling moans, and 
repeating the words: "This way, this way; I 
cams this way." Then, as if recollecting her­
self, she said: “Oh, Not this wayl Not this 
way 1 Please don’t take me this way!” Lean­
ing heavily against one of the gentleman, 
with her eyeballs distended, and with every 
manifestation of extreme terror, she said, 
pointing towards a partition: “There, there; 
but please don’t make me go in there again, 
will you?” The gentleman assured her that 
no harm should come to her, and finally she 
consented to accompany the party to the sub- 
cellar.

Beascending the cellar steps, and passing 
through the kitchen and out into an L, the 
medium suddenly stopped in front of a dark 
hole, and trembling in every limb, said in a 
husky voice: "Please don’t make me go in 
there I O h,'please don’t, sir I Nothing could

Induce her to go into the hole, snd as a last 
resort, three of the gentleman and Mr. Marsh 
made the descent. It was, indeed, a gloomy 
place, about 3 feet high by 13 feet wide, and 
with that damp, uncomfortable smell alwsys 
to be found in subterranean vaults. It was 
as dark a* Erebus, and a place better adapted 
for a brutal murder cannot be found in this 
or any other city in the State. In one corner 
was a hole about two feet deep, which had 
been excavated to tix water pipes. In an­
other corner was a pile of dirt, while around 
in all directions stones and rocks were scat­
tered. A kerosene lamp gave what little light 
illuminated the apartment. The spot indi­
cated by the “there, there,” of the medium, 
singularly enough happened to be the very 
spot from which Mr. Marsh heard the voice 
calling him, as noted in this article, and also 
the spot to which his wife pointed when con­
trolled. There could not have been any collu­
sion between the three, as the private medium 
spoken of is a merchant of Boston, and knew 
nothing whatever of the matter until he was 
invited to accompany the party. He was not 
down stairs when Mrs. Wildes indicated the 
place; neither was Mrs. Marsh present on 
either occasion. Tet she a few minutes after­
wards indicated the same spot. These differ­
ent mediums indicated that a murder had been 
committed, that the spirit of the murdered 
girl was unable to escape from her murderer, 
who is still living and who enacts the crime 
over again in his mind every day.

When the party had returned to the room 
in which the seance first commenced, and, 
just as they had got seated, a control of Mrs, 
Wildes said: “1 forbid my medium saying or 
doing anything any further about this matter 
to-day. She has done enough already.”

At this moment, Mrs. Marsh, in spite of all 
efforts of those present to prevent her, slipped 
from her chair, and, with one arm extended 
and the fingers of her hands tightly clenched, 
fell to the floor in an insensible condition, with 
the foam issuing from her lips. She slowly 
raised her clenched hand in the air and struck 
four distinct blows upon her forehead. The 
personation was the same as that given by 
Mrs. Wildes, although Mrs. Marsh did not 
witness it.

The seance lasted over two hours and others 
have since been held. From this it appears 
that the murdered girl was a German, born in 
Munich. She gives the city in which she was 
employed in this country, the name of ths

.J 9
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woman who introduced her to her betrayer, 
hi* name, the time and place that cite made 
hii acquaintance. HU present residence ami 
other items. Also that in the year named, 
in the month of August, being enceinte, she 
had an operation performed at a house on 
Pleasant street, left there, took a close car­
riage at the Providence Depot and was driven 
in the evening to the haunted house, so-called. 
She had been there before, but on this occa­
sion part of the furniture was gone from the 
upper room* of the house. She was there 
taken sick and not recovering when four days 
had elapsed she was murdered to prevent dis­
covery on the part of the wife who was re­
turning home with others members of the 
family. The body was taken to the cellar as 
above described in >t}>« personation. The 
murder was committed with an ordinary ham­
mer. She had bat few friends. One, a lady 
in Charlestown, Mass., ra'ssed her and often 
wonders what became of her.

The girl is described as being a trifle above 
the average height, rather stout, and of com­
plexion neither light nor dark. She wore a 
dark brown dress, with a white muslin sack. 
Her hair was not black, but rather dark. Each 
of the three mediums gave precisely the same 
description of the young lady's appearance.

Now it may be asked how far do material 
facts fit spiritual theories. The Boston Her­
ald bonded the house for forty-eight ltourt 
and commenced investigation. The cellar is 
sot one that can be easily dug over, being 
only three feet high; but the best that could 
be done was done by the attaches of that pa­
per, assisted by professional grave-diggers. 
It was not properly done, but a number of 
bones were exhumed.

[In the midst of all the excitement and public 
talk about the matter a representative of the 
Herald submitted a few of thesê hones to % 
coroner, and, of course, he thought them to

be meat bones, although be said i 
might be a human bone, They were no* sub­
mitted to professional anatomists, as they 
might have been had Spiritualists in Boston 
had an organization or aay representatives 
known to us who would havs borne tbs ex­
pense of the examination by an expert. We 
could not afford the expense, however 
it might hare been, or we should hare 
so. At a subsequent digging, at a depth of 
six to seven feet, a hammer waa found, tan. 
bedded in the bard earth, (so says the Herald 
representative I also hair and more bones. The 
hair was pronounced an “old chignon” and 
no further examination made of the bones. 
We hare a different opinion, although it ia of 
no value, because we are not competent to 
pasa judgment on such a subject. The bone 
question,.therefore, is an undecided one. It 
may be a proper query why bonea should be 
found at this depth. |

As the result of other investigations it may 
be said that such a man does five where he 
was said to; be did once live in the bouse; he 
did once reside in the same city where the girt 
said she had been for some time; be resided 
there at a date that corresponds with her story; 
his habits, the whereabout* of his family in a 
certain year, and other little dues all happen 
to lit together to make a peculiar and remark­
able case.

From all the evidence that has been pre­
sented and obtained we fully behev 
murder has been committed in that 
Furthermore that with a little time the < 
could be worked down and the info 
that has been obtained be demonstrated to be 
of practical value. It cannot be expected 
that work which would take professional de­
tectives months to finish could be accomplished 
by amateurs in a few days. As it stands now 
it is decidedly unsatisfactory to everyone who 
has had any connection with.

A CURIOUS CASE OF OBSESSION.

In the March number of the Revue Spirite, 
of Paris, there is related a curious case of ob- 
•ession, apparently by partisan spirits. It 
«y»: —

M. J---- , at Douai, has been subject b  a
•ingular obsession, which waa discontinued 
(or some time, but reappeared in December, 
lJ*77. This gentleman, the head of a circle of 
Spiritualists, develops many mediums of every
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But thi* circle, so united in intention, became 
suddenly troubled by • case of apparent ob-
Kftion. M. J---- tU f^ l all this, aided by
M. Dewcrpe, a mesmeriser of Herculean 
power, who came to his assistance to drive 
off thia bad influence; the entranced seeing 
medium then beheld a regular battle between 
the protecting spirits and the obaossors. These 
last took themselves off apparently. But M.
J---- was soon after afflicted with a strange
trial He had been subject to it before. It 
was thia. In order to cut great stripa of leather
used in his business. M. J---- has a block of
wood (un boss) on which he sets (re/xutxr) his 
cutting instruments. Since last December he 
has constantly found a white powder thrown 
over this boss, which powder notches his in­
struments. He, his relations, his friends, 
wipe the boi*, but the white powder is always
there, setting M. J---- at defiance. It is of
no use to change the boix, the phenomenon 
reappears.

M. J---- can no longer cut his leather; his
work is bad; he suffers great material loss, 
and his health declines visibly. When a black 
spot appears on the boi* covered with powder,
it is a good sign, and M. J---- gets stronger;
if the spots become larger it indicates that his 
health is returning; if they disappear, he can 
no longer set his tools, and he knows that 
the fight is beginning again among the invisi­
bles.

This battle, he says, will end in his deliver­
ance ; for, having already loosened from their 
bonds several obsessing spirits by his prayers, 
these last tiave now received the mission to 
aid him for the future, and to deliver him from 
his distress by virtue of the law of justice, 
which enacts that we must return that which 
we have taken, and are punished by the way 
we have sinned.

However this may be, our courageous pion­
eer is certain that they are working for his 
deliverance on high. Spirit circles should

join in good wishes for the same purpose, for
M. J---- is now but the shadow of what he
was, ami this characteristic phenomenon has 
occurred twice in the same year, to one of the 
most intelligent and energetic of men. This is 
no fiction—it is a reality.

The above closes the story as far as it is 
related in the Revue. There are several in­
teresting features, noticeably the exorcism by 
the will of the mesmerizer and the conflict 
among the spirits. We find that the capacitv 
of a person to believe what may be told by 
another concerning certain manifestations de­
pends largely upon the experience through 
which the listener has passed. The Spirit­
ualist who now readily believes the story of 
the communion of spirits, doubted, if he did 
not scoff such stories before he had been pre­
pared to receive them by his own experience. 
Perhaps it is not so much a matter of belief as 
it is the capacity to comprehend, or conceive 
of the probability of its truth. Now while 
some may take the above with many grains of 
allowance, we see in it a repetition of an ex­
perience with which we are familiar. We can 
easily look back to the time when we should 
have deemed it absurd. Obsession by unde­
veloped spirits is more common than is gen­
erally imagined. It often ends in possession 
and the medium becomes the victim of a class 
of low spirits that drag him or her down to 
the depth of degradation. We have argued 
and worked from this standpoint for several 
years. The dangers of mediumship are not 
enlarged upon as they should be. The ability 
of spirits to psychologically influence without 
coming in direct contact with a medium is 
another subject little understood; to our tnind 
there are too many of these topics neglected to 
warrant the waste of much valuable time in I 
the discuyion of topics introduced under the 
head of Theosophy, which has been repeatedly | 
and fruitlessly challenged for its facts.

Scribner for May has the following: — 
“as a Circulating Medium was in the act of 
Levitation at a dark Seance, while he was 
describing the Black Spirits and White by 
whom he was sustained in the air, an Inquir­
ing Skeptic shed light on his Movements by 
turning on a Lantern he had concealed

about his Person. The Circulating Medium 
came down from his Ladder, and said that 
he would be a Party to no such Trance-Ac-1 
tion. And the Believers arose and cast forth I 
the Inquiring Skeptic, who thereafter sought I 
wigh his Lantern tor au Honest Man in olh-| 
er Circles.

M ural.—Light, more Light.



THE PHILOSOPHY OF TIIE MYSTIC SCIENCES.

B Y  J . W. M A C K IE .

W e lire ton npt to treat ai Impoat ure eirrptlonal
mirations which we have Iona eeaaed to be able to 
uiiilcratand, but which hare always been well known 
In niHKlelana and fortune tellere in tbe stags of fetich- 
iiin.—OoMTK'a Po s it iv e  PiiiLoaom r.

I waa In the Spirit on the L o rd ’* day.—J o h n , th e
Ka VELA TOE.

Science and Philosophy—Materialism and 
Infidelity—have made a great mistake in ig­
noring the claims of religion to a serious, sci­
entific and philosophical examination. True, 
they have weighed the scientific and philo­
sophical claims of what is called Divine Rev­
elation, have tested them in the crucible of 
reason, and have found them wanting. Still 
Religion remains untested, for there is a dif­
ference between Theology and Religion, be­
tween the Churches and religious experi­
ence. Experimental Religion has not 
been submitted to tbe crucial test that 
Churches, Bibles and Theologies have 
with the same result. The same power and 
character of Rellgio n—pure and undefiled— 
is beyond the criticism of Science and Philos­
ophy. It is the bright mark in the distance 
to which they must aspire to be perfect in 
their respective departments.

Yonder i* a poor, ignorant Methodist. 
Speak to him of Science and Philosophy, and 
be knows not even the meaning of the* terms. 
Ask him about the salvation of his soul, and 
bis eye brightens, and a warm glow of 
peaceful satisfaction ennobles his counte­
nance, the index to the peace within which 
pavselh ftll understanding, the" proof that he 
bas passed from darkness into light. You 
may demonstrate to him the contradictory 
character of the Scriptures, prove by every 
principle of logic that Jesus was a myth and 
Christianity a delusion. In bis simplicity 
be will reply: I know not. One thing I 
know, that whereas 1 was blind, now I see.
1 loved sin—now I love holiness and Jesus. 
And this transformation of character and 
purpose ia a fact as positive in the experience 
of men as any of the facta of Science. It 
must be granted that such experience does 
not remove the incongruities in the written 
revelation, but it does prove that there is 
concealed in those cunningly devised fables,
» potentiality, capable of producing those re­
markable and desirable effects.

What is it?

Away in the valleys of the Wahsstch 
Mountains is the poor, universally detested 
Latter-Day Saint, the fanatical Mormon. 
Why does he leave father and mother, sister 
and brother, wife, family, possessions and 
reputatiou to gather with the Saints in Zion 
—In Utah? He may be a polygamist, be ev­
en a traitor to the government of tbe United 
Slates; nay, his hands may be red with tbe 
blood of a human sacrifice, yet he feels and 
knows that there is a truth in Mormon ism, 
and is assured that it it tbe work of God. 
Ask him how he came to know this, and hia 
eye will meet yours with that honesty and 
firmness and earnestness which are begotten 
of conscious knowledge and integrity, and in 
substance will say to you: When hands were 
laid on me for the Gift of tbe Holy Ghost, I 
was conscious of receiving a new power, my 
spiritual eyes were opened, doctrines which 
were dark before were now clear, 1 became a 
new man ; spiritual po wer was given me, I 
beheld visions and I prophecied, and I saw 
both realixed; day by day I experienced lit­
eral answers to prayer. I saw bands laid 
upon the sick, and saw them cored. We be­
came con scions together of a new power, 
and a support from a Power without, which 
was tbe Holy Spirit.

Thus the Mormon will tell his simple tale. 
Tell him he is deluded; he will pity your sim­
plicity and ignorance. Explain these things 
as you may; demonstrate in irrefutable argu­
ment tbe silliness or even wickedness of his 
religion; he will remain firm in tbe con­
sciousness that he has received a testimony 
for himself—that by doing the will of God 
he knew for himself that the doctrine was 
true. This experience is no delusion; is a 
fact, and holds thousands iu Utah who oth­
erwise would leave an institution so much at 
variance with their earlier education and 
prejudices, and alien to all tbe worid beside.

What is it?
Are the reputed miracles of the Catholic 

Church all delusiou or deceit? Were there 
never genuine cures of actual disease at the 
shrine of Our I.ady of Lorretto? Was the 
simple barefooted shepherdess, the Maid of 
Orleans, Joan of Arc, an imposter? She, 
who iu hersupersti. >us fanaticism was more

J
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than a match for alt the wise counsellor* of 
the Court of France ; her military genius 
greater than the combined skill of the victo­
rious general* of England 1 There was a 
power in her superstition which led to vic­
tory.

What was it?
Can you tell the Quaker that the inner 

light—the still small voice is a delusion? He 
has experienced its monitions too often to 
heed you. We have seen powers produced 
by Mesmerism in the person of an iguorant 
lad, latent or acquired, by which in intelli­
gence, diction and action he would rise im- 
measureably above his ordinary normal con­
dition and experience.

What were they?
Can the combined forces of Science and 

Philosophy persuade the Spiritualist that oc­
cult forces have not been at work in his pres­
ence ? No one doubt* that a vast amount of 
spirit wonders can be mimicked and carica­
tured. A large proportion is subject to rat­
ional explanation within the limits of physi­
cal law. There is also an overwhelming 
quantity of deceit simulating Spiritualism, 
objective and subjective, to be encountered 
by investigators Jyet there is a residue re­
maining untouched. Intelligences are in- 
invoked which no trickery or self imposition, 
or any physical law, as ordinarily under­
stood, can explain or simulate.

What are they?
Did witchcraft and sorcery have no foun­

dation in fact? What hideous spell so be­
clouded the intellect of the best men in that 
age of sorcery to lead them to testify in all 
solemnity before a court of justice, that they 
had seen the victims of witchciaft float in the 
air and fly around the room, and that in 
spite of every precaution pins, knives and 
other petty instruments of torture were to be 
found on their persons? What was the foun­
dation of witchcraft?

It is useless to dwell on the oft repeated 
explanation: superstition and ignorance, and 
which probably covered as much of Witch­
craft as deceit and humbug coven Spiritual­
ism and Mesmerism. The cry of delusion 
and hallucination only makes the darkness 
darker and brings us face to face with other 
mors insoluble problems.

Dr. Carpenter has been lauded to the skies 
by Christian orthodoxy. He ha* cheated 
them into praising the hardest blow that 
their Scriptures has ever sustained. If they

accept his conclusions Balam's Ass never 
saw an angel uor was her tongue moved to 
speak. Mary labored under a hallucina­
tion when Gabriel announced the coming 
conception. The whole net-work of spiritual 
experience and spiritual history of the Bible, 
and the Christian’s hope of salvation Is ef­
fectually demolished by Dr. Carpenter’s bat­
tle ax. Anything to beat Spiritualism!

This occult power has manifested Itself In 
many varied forms, in many degrees of beau­
ty, utility and aspirational efforts, leaving 
nothing unturned, breaking into the most sa­
cred places, surprising us by its utter con­
tempt for conventionalities, the conservation 
of science, philosophy and theology. When 
one form is destroyed it is replaced by anoth­
er more mysterious and potent than its pre­
decessor. It is instinct in the lower animals, 
it is inspiration in man. It is the key which 
will unlock all the mystical word* of evolu­
tion, biology and psychology. It is In one 
word—Religion. Not a creed-bound vassal- 
age to a church, or the mere appendage of a 
priesthood. Not unmeaning forms that fet­
ter the soul, but the free spontaneous out­
bursts qj the spirit as it reaches forward to 
the heaven, which it instinctively, iuspira- 
tionally feels must be its destiny. No church, 
no party, no creed can monopolise this oc­
cult principle, this terribly prostituted prin­
ciple, called religion. It is as free as the air 
of heaven. It is the common property of all 
mankind. It cannot be confined within the 
lids of a book nor be fenced in by the most 
sacred enclosures. It is yours, it is mine. 
The birds of the air sing its praises, and by 
its aid the ants prepare for the coming win­
ter. It is the basis and the end of every 
form of life, and every thought is but an ex­
pression of its existence. It is not confined 
to the pure and sinless. Tlte barbarous chief 
of a barbarous race in a barbarous age, guilty 
of crimes shocking even to those rude times, 
attuned his heart and harp under its influ­
ence, and gave to the ages a psalmody which 
has been a perrennlal source of consolation 
U. the weary travelers through life’s pUgri- 
msge.

We know not the full power and plastic 
capacity of this mystic principle, by its pro- 
teau character; it eludes the grasp of those 
who would monopolize its power. It Is equ­
ally at home In Oixultism aa in Spiritualism. 
It encourage* the idolator and inspires the 
saint. By its aid all things are possible. “For. 
in truth, 1 say unto you, if ya nave faith as a 
grain of mustard seed, ye say unto this 
mountain, ‘Remove hence to yonder place,' 
and it shall remove; and nothing shall be im­
possible to you.”



I

TIIE DIGHTON ROCK.

America la rich In puzzles for the antiquarian*. The Mounda of the Wert, the Old 
Tower In Newport, R. L, the Dlghton Rock In thla state, and other objects scattered la dif­
ferent parts of the country, all indicate that people other than the Indiana once Inhabited 
our land. We give below an engraving of the Dlghton Rock, which Is one of the aoet 
perplexing of these puzzlee.

This rock—called Monumentum A**onr.ten»t by the learned—la situated on Aaeonet 
Neck, just by the margin of the Taunton River, and in the town of Berkley, not Dlghton. 
The rock la eleven feet In length by four feet and a half high, and consists of a mas* of 
gray granite lying on the sands of the river, which partially covers It at every tide. On the 
water-side the face of the rock Is nearly smooth, and has sixty degrees of inclination. The 
figures are rudely carved, and partially obliterated near the base by the action of the water. 
They consist of rude outlines of human heads and bodies, crosses, misshapen letters, bro­
ken lines, and other singular forms and combinations. The first record of these Inscrip­
tions was given by the Rev. Mr. Dan forth In 1680, who refers to an Indian tradldoo, that 
“there came a wooden house, and men of another country, swimming on River AaeooeC’’ 
(Jen. Washington expressed the opinion that these sculptures were made by the In* 
dians; he having in early life seen such writings, which were evidently done by tl»—  
Many sovaas believe that some of the inscriptions were made by the aborigi d m s ,  sad some 
of them by the Northmen; and it is pretended that the name of Tkorjbi, cut in Latin let­
ters, can be clearly read. Many drawings have been made of these curious figures, and 
many theories as to the origin of them started. Originally Aaeonet belonged to Dlghton, 
and hence the name “Dlghton Rock ,J’ but since 1735 It has been a part of Berkley.

CRYSTALLOMANCY. WHAT IT IS. ITS ANTIQUITY.

’ Before the British National Association of 
Spiritualists, Dr. Kenneth R. H. Mackenzie, 
F. S. A., read a paper on Visions in Crystals 
and Mirrors, from which the following defi­
nition of crystallomancy and a sketch of Its 
sutlqulty Is extracted.

It may be as well ft> start with a definition 
of crystallomancy, the art or science by 
which, under certain peculiar conditions, the 
appearance of ultramundane Intelligences 
may be obtained to actual visions by persons 
having a particular power in their waking

and normal condition. These visions are 
attainable by means of crystals, minors and 
vessels of water. In many cases it has bean 
found impossible to predicate what special 
vision would preseat Itself; but, in some rarer 
instances, these vision* have proceeded ha an 
orderly, cumulative aeries, exhibiting points 
of similarity with the visions obtained by 
other persons now actually living, or of whom 
are have authentic accounts.

It is a fact that no crystallomancer will 
deny that a new and peculiar world is opened 
to him whan tu utter* upon a oompfete earn



100 S P IR IT U A L  S C IE N T IS T .

(moot with spirit* communicating by these 
mean*. And, what la more, not only is it a 
m w  sad peculiar world, but it k  one of law,

. of order, of hierarchical development, as dis­
tinct in itself as any state or society, worldly 
or spiritual, can be—a world, moreover, not 
contradicting our present world, but supple­
menting and completing all other investiga­
tion* of a like nature everywhere. It Is also 
chronologically consistent, if I may use the 
term. The crystal spirits of Dr. Dee, and 
those of the unknown crystal toman cer of the 
time of William III. In the British Museum, 
say the same or similar things to those pro- ‘ 
claimed by them in the reign of George III. 
and Queen Victoria Nor do these spirits 
profess an undue superiority; they never de­
clare themselves as final beings beyond whom 
there Is no advance. Either by Indirect state­
ments or open assurance they proclaim that 
beyond their own sphere of action there are 
higher forms of intellectual life. The pro­
fess themselves bound by harmonic laws 
imposed by the Almighty Creator, and they 
maintain an unbroken fealty towards that 
Creator. Nor is their spiritual life spent 
solely in acts of adoration and rover ence; it 
is replete with active duties towards others 
of a benevolent and educative character. 
They observe in their intercourse with mor­
tals the ordinary conditions of punctuality in 
meeting and gradual communication of 
knowledge. They appear to have functions 
of the most varied character, and permeating 
the whole of their nature is a spirit of con­
sistency and quiet belief, which finally loses 
itself In a brilliance of Divine glory, for 
which we mortals are evidently unprepared.

Crystallomancy was evidently known in 
times of great antiquity. The Indian philos­
ophers knew of it and it formed a part of the 
Druidical system. The Hellenic and Roman 
worlds were in the practice of it, and the 
Egyptian priests held it among their most sa­
cred treasures. The orb of beryl is perpetu­
ated as a symbol of authority in our royal 
families to the present time in conjunction 
with the wand or sceptre. Other stones, as 
the works of Pliny Tbeopharstus and many 
others show, were regarded as possessing pe­
culiar qualities, bnt the beryl or rock crystal, 
both in the oriental and occidental worlds, 
was considered emphatically royal; the He­
brews regarded it ss being dedicated to the 
royal sign or constellation, Leo the Lion. 
That specific properties reside in particular

kinds of stones, plants, and mineral* has 
been long suspected, and that they have pe­
culiar effects upon particular sensitives, both 
male and female, has been proved by Mr. 
John Entnore Jones, of Feckham, lu a work 
on “Man,” published some twenty years sgo, 
and that work I would earnestly recommend 
to your attention. But the beryl seems to 
have ever maintained its place as the most 
Impbrtant of these natural objects. In the 
Louvre at Paris is preserved one, if not 
more, of these crystal orbs belonging to Chil- 
peric, one of the ancleut kings of France, 
and it in all respects resembles those In use 
at the present day for the evocation of spir­
its. But as insignia of authority do not, si 
history proves, appertain solely to one 
class of beings, we find it adopted by the ma­
gicians of ths middle ages, by the physicians, 
astrologers, and occult students. Thus Para­
celsus is said to have imprisoned within a 
beryl a familiar spirit who aided him in his 
cures, and Dr. Dee may have consulted his 
beryl in questions appertaining to health, al­
though this would seem doubtful, inasmuch 
as his conferences with spirits scarcely ever 
turn upon subjects in any way to be constru­
ed into medical questions. Such was Dee’s 
faith in astrology that he preferred to consult 
the stars and the earth with its supply of sim­
ples for this purpose, reserving the crystal 
and the famous black stone for more exalted 
investigations. There is no time on the pres­
ent occasion for an elaborate account of these 
proceedings, but they may be easily read in 
the folio published by Meric Casaubon. It is 
not to be wondered at that the volume should 
be rare in these days of insincere belief, but 
there can be little doubt that Dr. Dee fully 
believed and guided his conduct in great 
measure by the counsels of the crystal spirits. 
Although he may seen* a dim figure to us 
now, he was no Inconsiderable personage in 
the days of Queen Elizabeth. It Is not to be 
contested that the number of inquirers into 
this form of occult science was at no time 
very large; but a chain of continuity appears 
to have t>een preserved and like methods ad­
apted from the times of Dr. Dee to our own. 
There exist eight volumes of manuscript in 
the British Museum in which the same spir­
it* evoked by Dee appear, and allowing for 
the change in human luguage, their expres­
sions are very similar, tnetr doctrine* identi­
cal, and the same may be said of Dr. Rndd’s 
series of Rosecrucian reveries. This claim 
of continuity has remained intact to the pres­
ent time, aud by like methods those who pre­
fer this mods of spirit communion obtain 
their various results.
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Is derived . T h e y  are aa fo llo w s:—  

r. p. J. R ellg lo  P hilosophical Jo o rn al, C h icago, 111. 
b. I. B anner o f  L igh t, Boston, Maas.
1. m. d . London M edium and D a yb reak , London, E n g. 
I. a  London S p iritua list, London, Eng. 
h. n. Hom an N ature, London, E n g. 
v. t. V o lo s  o f  T ru th , M em phis, T sn n .

T h e  nam es o f  those foreign Journals. Isas frequ en tly 
quoted from  and not so gen erally  k n o w n , F ran ce, 
Spain, B elgium , G erm an y, Ita ly , T u rk e y , M esido, 
South A m erica , etc., w ill bs given  In fu ll.

T h e  O u t l o o k .

Can you perceive the grand awakening on 
the subject of Spiritualism in this country 
and all over the world? Have you noticed 
the spontaneous manifestations occurring 
among people who knew nothing of the phil­
osophy and believed less until the evidences 
of their senses forced a conviction? Is It not 
a sign of a healthy growth that Impostors are 
being exposed everywhere while genuine me­
diums are permitting the most absolute tests 
and astonishing even Spiritualists by the 
strength of the manifestations under these 
conditions? Oh, there is cause for general 
rejoicing. “The Morning Light is breaking, 
the darkness disappears." As ws have glanced 
over the leading papers of the United States

and Comments
•

that come to hand ws have been astonished 
with the experiences that are therein re­
corded. It needs no vivid Imagination to 
picture the other world forcing Itself into 
connection with this sphere of existence. 
The wall that separates the two grows weaker. 
Every day it is crumbling and the spirit force 
rushes through triumphant, determined to 
make itself sesu, heard and felL

The True Religion.
It is oftentimes difficult to ascertain if the 

stories appearing in the secular press relating 
to spirit interference in the affairs of this 
world are true or merely imaginative. In 
the majority of cases it is evident that the 
author is familiar with the subject of Spirit­
ualism and valuable information concern­
ing the philosophy is deaseminated. In oar 
department for “Mental Phases” of the phen­
omena, we publish a story that comes from 
St. Louis of a spirit husband, by his direct in­
fluence, sending aid to his starving wife. It is 
claimed that the man who had been influ­
enced was a member of the church and 
dreaded to have anything to do with Spirit­
ualism; but was induced by a friend to visit 
a private medium. She soon became con­
trolled by a spirit, who said, “My name is 
8. God bless you my noble friend. [Hers 
the lady arose and shook hands with the gen­
tleman we have êferred to.] This may seem 
strange to you, and I ask yoar pardon for the 
trouble I have been to you. Ton were the 
only person I could control to save the Ufa of 
the woman I love and my daughter. I saw 
something must be done and dooe quickly. 
I read your mind and saw that yoa were af a 
noble, philanthropic nature, and that I most 
influence you and Induce you to help them If 
possible. While your mind was on your busi­
ness I took control of your hand and wrote 
what you saw. Rest assured, kind frieod, I 
shall trouble you no more. From my heart, 
O bow I thank you! Ton hare relieved the 
anguish of a spirit, and saved those I loved 
from pain and death. If I can assist you at 
any time I will be one of your guardian an­
gels, to ever be near to help la tiass of need. 
When you are passing to this shore I wifi 
help you over. I will thrill you with love. I 
will lull your mind with ■ vest repose as you



S P IR IT U A L  S C IE N T IS T .

jmm from roar shore, and grasp you when 
across and biro* you. Life hero to th« good 
to a aMou of tora, to help humanity from 
tto lower to the higher condition of life."

The church member here remarked: “Can 
you toil me whkh to the true religion T”

“I con. It to the one that give* you the 
moat happiness. by teaching the moot lore to 
▼our fellow-man. Farewell, farewell, but 
not gone. "

A T u x  is  c r o w n  by its Fk iit s .
It to worthy of comment that the perpe­

trators of many of the embezzlements and 
forgeries that hare lately been brought to 
light are spoken of as '‘pillars of the church.” 
There to a noticeable absence of Spiritualists 
and Liberal tots in this catalogue. To ex­
change the customed seat in front of the 
minister for a ticket in the convicts gang in 
the State Prison to'nt a strong recommenda- 
tioo for the practical value of religion. The 
worshippers in the galleries are not apt to 
move forward to fill up the vacant seat under 
the pressure of the remembrance of the one 
who once occupied it. The doubter is armed 
with an argument that will weaken the elo­
quence of a revivalist. ■----

The majority of congregations of so-called 
Christian denominations encourage the false 
firing that to productive of so much crime 
and misery. The man who pays ten cents on 
a dollar, yet rides in bis carriage is always 
warmly invited to all gatherings; while the 
honest man who is obliged to accept the ten 
per cent in full settlement of his claim is ne­
glected, because be to economizing to over­
come the pressure occasioned by the loss of 
of the other 90 per cent. The young man 
entering upon a life for himself is taught by 
observation to “get money.” The young 
woman looks oat for money that she can 
make a better show than the (rthers. What 
wonder then that under such circumstances 
men will five beyond their means, and to 
do so will legally or Illegally, If necessary, rob 
those who trust them.

An every day religion to needed, something 
that will give one the strength to “dare to do 
right.” Spiritualism furnishes this. When 
a man comes to fully believe the spiritual 
philosophy, to know that the next life is but 
a continuation of this, to know that there is 
compensation and retribution for every 
thought and deed, then be will be able to 
defy the shallowness of so-called “society,”

and live a true life, seeking only the con­
sciousness of having done right.

T he Truth A lw ats Frksh.
Sometime In 18S0, Stephen Albro, who had 

been the editor of the Age of Progress, had 
occasion to write a letter on the condition of 
affairs then existing In Spiritualism, and in it 
appears the following paragraph which Is 
very apropos at the present time. He says:

“Some of the present exposers of spiritual 
humbug, who fail to make Its advocacy a 
paying vocation, have been, for many months 
past, and probably are still, endeavoring to 
mend their fortunes by exhibiting to audi­
ences of scoffers at Spiritualism, the manner 
in which they practice bogus manifestations, 
when they were traveling advocates of the 
spiritual philosophy; charging a dime a head 
for admittance to the show. Maryatt tells of 
a gin-drinking mother, who took fire, and 
was reduced to a heap of cinders, by inhaling 
the flame of a candle. And be tells of a ton 
of that mother, who gathered her charred 
remains into a bag, and exhibited them in 
public places, at a penny sight; recounting 
at each exhibition, the cause and manner of 
his mother’s death. Which of these two 
charlatans should you consider the most 
loathsome, in the estimation of honorable 
minds ? If you find it difficult to decide, I 
will not press the question.

The Lessor o r  the Houb.
It needs no remarkable prophet to see that 

the day for impostors to drawing to a dose. 
They have had a long season of pleasant 
weather, with only an occasional cloud to 
disturb them; but now a storm is gathering 
that will certainly strip them of their preten­
sions. Genuine mediums without an excep­
tion are demanding exact conditions, and 
submitting to experiments that re veal "phe­
nomena of a surprising nature. They prove 
beyond a shadow of a doubt that whatever 
manifestations do occur have their origin in 
some cause other than the physical agency of 
the medium or confederates.

It gives us pleasure to be able to agree ful­
ly with the Banner of Light in its conclu­
sions regarding Mrs. John R. Pickering, 
which we notice in our deparement for form 
manifestations. There will be no room for 
any difference of opinion concerning other 
mediums if the exact tests and conditions are 
applied. When an account describes minutely
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th« surroundings of the medium, and shows. 
conclusively that there could be no confeder- 
atea at work, and then in addition to thia dem- 
onatratea that the medium could not have 
personated the forma, the evidence becomfk 
strong and valuable.

Genuine Mediums can obtain the manifes­
tations under these conditions. Whoever re­
quires conditions that will admit of fraud, 
and will permit no tests, should be set aside. 
Iu no other way can imposters and tricksters 
be driven out of the spiritual movement The 
day for sentiment has passed. There is no 
necessity for abusing a medium or injuring 
kis or her self-respect It is not difficult to 
detect imposture o f determine upon the gen­
uineness of manifestations. We have found 
that the medium who has nothing to conceal 
does not fear a most rigid examination. They 
have the consciousness that the manifesta­
tions ar.e caused by a power independent of 
their physical agency.

Genuiue mediums should be supported by 
having the encouragement and sympathy of 
every Spiritualist; but let us be sure that 
them are genuine. If they are, they can dem­
onstrate It; if they cannot, let the support 
and patronage go to those who can. Boston 
to-day has several who have flourished as 
mediums for form manifestations for several 
years’ Are they genuine ? The Banner of 
Light circle or some other competent persons 
should be permitted to apply these teste. 
They have had their own conditions long 
enough; it is time now for the other side. It 
is oi  no use for these doubtful mediums to 
tell what can or what cannot be done. It is 
sufficient (hat the manifestations have beeu 
obtained under these conditions. Let us 
have exact investigation. Uptil recently it 
has been impossible to obtain test conditions; 
now let us make it impossible for mediums 
to practice fraud. Apply the conditions to 
these doubtful characters, and see what the 
result will be.

H e n r y  W i k d  B k x c h k k ' s  O p in io n s .

On Sunday, April 21, the subject of Mr. 
Beecher’s sermon was. “The Universal Fath­
erhood of God.” In the course of It he said 
that he did not doubt but that there were 
some conditions when the mind became suffi­
ciently sensitive to bold direct communica­
tion with the Divine Being. He also thought 
It extremely probable that the spirits of those 
departed had the power to revisit those upon

the earth whom they had left behind. In 
this connection Mr. Beecher said, “With ail 
my heart I wish I could believe in Spiritual­
ism, and I would If It Was not covered up 
with so much of nonsense; the pblloeopby of 
the thing is all right. Do you suppose my 
father or my mother don’t remember me? 
Why should not those who are nearest to-us 
here be nearest to nr there? So far as the 
general Idea of Spiritualism is concerned I 
believe iu it; but so far as the practical rv. 
suits are concerned—that which is peddled 
through the country—that I do not believe 
In.” Mr. Beecher continued by giving hie 
experience and Illustrating his meaning. It 
may be summed up In short by saying that 
Mr. Beecher believes just as much as it is 
popular to believe; enough to satisfy the Spir­
itualists in bis congregation, and not enough 
be displeasiug those who know nothing of 
tike subject.

P r a c t ic a l  S p ir it u a l is m .

Said Prof. J. R Buchanan in this anniver­
sary address, “I would now call upon Spirtt- 
itualiste, as men whose minds are open to 
to the light from above, to whom the spirit 
world and its Divine ruler are not remote 
historic things reached by tbeoiogic specula­
tion, but ever present and penetrating reali­
ties, to embody in their lives this law of lore, 
and thus prove the sincerity of their convic­
tions. If the demonstrated reality of eternal 
life and its responsibilities does not produce 
in us that earnest activity of religions. Ufa 
and duty which has been produced in others 
by a religion without living evideoce, based 
solely on historic records, the conclusion la 
inevitable that we are ourselves inferior in 
our moral natures, and that oar highest en­
lightenment will profit ns little, either in this 
world or the next. It is not the amount of 
truth which a man knows, but the amount 
of truth upon which be acts, that determines 
his destiny; and if those who have been fore­
most in the recognition of spiritual truth are 
not also foremost in reducing it to practice, 
they will be ranked hereafter as the intake*- 
I actual idlers and shiftless vagrtans who ram­
ble through a new country making no settle­
ments, and building no booses, and merely 
preceding a more permanent and respectable 
population.

“Whether the present spiritual movement 
is a mere gypsy ramble of curious sight seers 
and idle excursionists, o temporary squat-
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ten In the wilderness, or 1* the commence­
ment of something permanent, U a question 
that Boetou Spiritualists should answer as 
soon as possible."

P h o t o g b a h i n g  t h e  U n s e e n .

The following Is from an article in the Sci­
entific American on the “Scientific Applica­
tion of Photography” :

“An odd circumstance is that photo­
graphy sometimes reveals things totally in­
visible to the eye. Inscriptions on ancient 
manuscripts have thus been brought to light. 
The ink containlning peroxide of Iron, had 
faded so that it was no longer visible, but it 
had affected the photogenic power of the sur­
face, so that iu the photographic print the 
characters once more appeared in their orig­
inal blackneess. Vogel mentions a case 
where the face of a sitter appeared in the por­
trait covered with spots, although none were 
visible on the skin. Ott the following day on 
which the portrait was taken, an eruption 
did appear, and the person afterwards died 
of varioloid. The visible yellow of the incip­
ient pustules had evidently affected the sen­
sitised surface, and the disease had shown it­
self to the.camera before it had been recog- 
nixed by the doctors.”

The bearing of these facts upon the subject 
of spirit-photography is obvious.

O t h e r  So u l s .

Recent issues of the Scientific American 
have appeared which contain interesting ar­
ticles on “Plant-Mind,” favoring the idea of 
the ancients that a plant is an animated and 
sentient being. In other words, that plants 
have souls. It is noteworthy that so entirely 
a physical journal as this is, should charac­
terise the mind of an independent German 
thinker (Theodore Techner) as being “in­
spired.”
C o m m u n i s m .

Communism is defined to be the adminis­
tration of the whole property interest by 
chosen officials, just as certain special inter­
ests, as highways, water supply, etc., are now 
administered; the principle being, “all for 
for each and each for ail.” As man has an 
inalienable right to the products and profits 
of his own labor, communism can only result 
from a voluntary sacrifice of one’s own pos­
sessions for the sake of others. This, it is 
asserted, is the real meaning of Christianity;

the apostles who “had all things In common” 
being the original communists.

So c ia l  Sc ie k c e .

'Gen. Burnside has Introduced in the Sen­
ate a bill which proposes to “introduce moral 
and social science into the public schools of 
the District of Columbia” The bill provides 
that as a part of the daily exercises of each 
school there shall be instruction in the ele­
ments of moral and social science, Including 
“Industry, order, economy, punctuality, pa­
tience, self-denial, health, purity, temper­
ance, cleanliness, honesty, truth, justice, po­
liteness, peace, fidelity, philanthropy, patriot­
ism, self-respect, hope, perseverance, cheer­
fulness, courage, self-reliance, gratitude, pity, 
mercy, kindness, conscience, reflection aud 
the will.”
T h e  B ib l e .

The first five books of the Old Testament, 
or sacred writings of the Hebrews, commonly 
called the Pentateuch, were removed from 
the Jewish tabernacle, where they have al­
ways been kept, to the temple ot Solomon 
himself 1004 years before Christ. To these 
books others were subsequently added, nu­
merous copies made, aud the whole trans­
lated into Greek 284 years before Christ by 70 
translators, hence receiving the name of the 
Septuagint version. The first printed copy 
was produced in Hebrew A. D. 1488, and in 
Greek A. D. 1S74. Of the fourteen hundred 
millious of inhabitants of the earth ouly four 
millions accept the Bible as the Word of 
God. The New Testament was written in 
Greek about 100 years after the birth of 
Jesus.

A nim ism , It is affirmed, is the foundation 
on which rest all the religions of the world. 
What, then, is Animism? Neither more nor 
less than “a belief in the existence of souls 
or spirits.” These spirits take up their abode 
in some object, lifeless or animated (Petish- 
ism); or they appear to men of their own 
accord, or by means of conjuration (Spirit­
ism). Belief about a life after death Is pri­
mary to a conception of divine beings.

The Religio Philosophical Journal of Chi­
cago has treated the Spiritual Scientist very 
kindly, giving It strong notices and calling 
attention to its articles. We are very thank­
ful for its interest and will try to merit the 
good opinion it has expressed concerning us.
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T h ir t ie t h  A m h iv e k a a h t .

The thirtieth anniversary « u  very gener­
ally observed by appropriate exercises, and 
almoat every city and town noted aa a centre 
for Spiritualists had a creditable gathering. 
In our small space we can not make a record 
of all, nor is there anyone that la particularly 
noticeable above the rest The weekly pa­
pers have full reports.

Last month we recorded a series of exper­
iments with lira. John R. Pickering of 
Rochester, N. H. A few days before wu 
held that seance, a circle from the Banner of 
Light bad been there and expressed them­
selves dissatisfied. We felt sure that the time 
would*come when they would have different 
opinions, and it has already arrived. In the 
department for form manifestations will be 
found a notice of their last experience. They 
applied conditions which may be deemed ab­
solute, and obtained strong manifestations.

Henry Ward Beecher has now said publicly 
that he believes in Spiritualism. He has often 
said it privately.
* Oub thanks are due those kind friends 
who assist us by sending us cuttings from* 
secular papers alluding to Spiritualism.

Spiritualists notice that psychical phe­
nomena are stronger in the spring months of 
the year.

T h k t  have established a society of Spir­
itualists In Copenhagen, which is the first 
of which we have had any uotice in Den­
mark.

The Free Religion Society of Springfield( 
Mass., has elected H. E. Buddington presi­
dent and Jnsiah Jordan treasurer. Both 
gentlemen are earnest Spiritualists.

T h e  Carson, Nevada, Tribune reports that 
quite a revival is taking place among the Spir­
itualists of that part of the State, and particu­
larly in Canon; that nightly seances occur 
there and the most extraordinary phenomena 
are obtained.

T h e  Boston Daily Transcript for April 
18th, con'aina an able article from the pen of 
Epee Sargent, Esq., in which the new testi­
mony from high quarters in Europe concern­
ing the reliability of Henry Slade’s medium- 
ship receives a dear and cogent rehearsal.

To h a v e  faith in a medium aud taka what

comas as genuine is aa Haxard-ous aa to bo- 
corns ridiculous in the light of the surprising 
manifestations obtained when past n o w  
that whatever comes aunt be caused bp aw 
agency Independent of mad hi ate or coufed- 
crates. ,

Barox de  Bozzi. The Baron Michele 
Guitera de Bozzi, founder of the Florentine 
Psycboiogogai Society aad for the past three 
years its president, passed to the higher Hie, 
March 14. The leading seances in Florence, 
Italy, were held at his house, and several 
learned Italians here made a study ei  the 
facta.

Alfred Russel Wallace, in speaking of 
Spiritualistic manifestation* that he recently 
witnessed, says: “A further discussion on the 
inner nature of man and his relation to the 
universe is a mere beating of the air so long 
as these marvellous phenomena, opening np 
as they do a whole*worid of new interecdone 
between mind and matter, are disregarded 
and ignored.”

Gerald Massey, in our opinion, states an 
important fact when he says Tbaaanphhra 
have accepted the giants, tbs pea adamir 
races, the daughter* of tin, aad various other 
creations entirely mythical, that is, with 
quite another origin and meaning ae actual 
facta or spiritual phenomena; has* done on 
behalf of the Myths just what others have 
done on behalf of them whan found in the 
Hebrew sacred writings.

At the Church of Sc Andrews, Tavheook 
place, London, Eng., last month. Dr. Mau­
rice Davies, an Anglican prieac pubttdy aad 
authoritatively declared that the Spiritual­
istic creed is in harmony with Scripture and 
primitive Christianity. The text wae taken 
from I John, iv., S, which he held to bs aa 
applicable to cunsm oi with disembodied 
spirits of to day as with tbs tmhodWd saas 
originally intended. This is the first time that 
such sentiment* have been advanced ia a con­
secrated building.

The pulse-beat travels with a rapidity at 
about 36 feet per second, according to experi­
ment* made by Weber la IfifiO.

Tee magnetic phenomena are new gen­
erally supposed to bs the affect of strong 
thermo-electric currents passing from seat to 
west, bat wean the tropics, along the apparent 
path of the tun —RscAord (been.
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T n  Advent Review admit* that Spiritual- 
ton la making wonderful pmgreee. but aeea In 
thia only a confirmation of Ita belief that the 
“latter day” l» about to dawn and the devil la 
at hand to claim hi* own. At the aame rate 
of program that it haa made the past SO years, 
if the devil has a little more time It ts difficult 
to predict what the result may be. In the 
meantime if the Advent Review will continue 
to publish as many facts concerning Spirit­
ualism as it has done, they aje welcome to 
their deductions. We will be content with 
the publication of the facts. They speak 
for themselves.

Several ministers in the West, connected 
with different denominations, have expressed 
a belief in the genuineness of the phenomena 
they have witnessed, while taro have preached 
a course of sermons which are nothing more 
nor less than Spiritualistic lectures. The 
churches have taken no notice of their con­
duct.

VOICE OF THE PRESS.

Re t . J o se ph  Co o k  did not tell hi* hear­
ers in Tremont Temple, or his readers in the 
Advertiser, that the senior and leading editor 
of Zeitachrift, Prof. Fichte, la an open and 
avowed Spiritualist, (as recorded In the third 
edition of Fichte’s Anthropology,) and that 
others of ita staff are more or less interested 
in the philosophy and phenomena of the 
New Dispensation. Mr. Cook is willing to 
get facts where he can, evidently, but is also 
grilling to leave to others the giving of credit 
where credit is due.—[Banner of Light, Apr.
n .

Wk a h  by no means desirous of giving 
the phenomena a name; it is enough Tor the 
present to attest to their reality, leaving it 
for scientists to investigate and theologians 
and skeptics to gaze upon with wonder and 
astonishment. It is of no use for any man, 
standing afar off or near, to call it a cheat or 
a sham; as well might it be said that the 
pealing thunder la bf the imagination and the 
fiaahlng lightning a visual illusion. What­
ever they may prove to be, the phenomena 
are real; and the eternity of the past, the 
eternity of the present, and the eternity of 
the future, making one rolling, endless cycle, 
will not be long enough to undo that fact. 
Of aaceaaity this discovered power must up­
root old theories, but what is a theory in *he

face of a factf— [Haverhill Publisher* 
Apr. ST.

E v e r t  time a Catholic clergyman fulmi­
nates his rays of ire against the swelling flood 
of Spiritualism, one can say that our cause is 
prospering. In fact It la a sign of an impor­
tant triumph when the Roman clergy are 
obliged to break their silence on account of 
the progress of the doctrines of Allan Ear- 
dec.— [Illnstracion Mexico.

_________ e •

•  T h a t  a designing, unscrupulous person 
may, through information obtained by his 
own medial powers, or otherwise, with clev­
erly performed tricks and deceptive represen­
tations, so work upon the credulity of intel­
ligent people as to cause them to firmly be- 
belleve they have witnessed a genuine spirit 
form materialization, is demonstrated in 
hundreds of Instances. To the confiding and 
credulous observer the prima facie  evidence 
in support of the genuineness of the fraudu­
lent manifestations is equally as good, and 
frequently better, than the evidence in sup­
port of the truly genuine. That there are 
genuine form manifestations seems, from ir- 
refragible evidence, to be fully established; . 
and it is equally certain that most so-called 
form materializations are counterfeit There 
la, then, no alternative left but for us to in­
sist on crucial test conditions in every case. 
[R. P. Journal, Apr. 20.

We a.re perfectly aware how sensitive 
mediums are, and hence have been willing to 
be as lenient as possible toward them; but 
we agree fully with the R. P. Journal that 
there is a point where patience ceases to be a 
virtue, and that the time has coma to rebuke 
such vacillation.[Banner of Light April 27.

Our  fbiends of the dally press (with a 
few noble exceptions) don’t like our facts, 
and so they hope to stamp them out by Ig­
noring them, and preventing their readers 
from becoming acquainted with what is go­
ing on in the world, so far as Spiritualism is 
concerned. “It moves, gentleman, notwith­
standing.”—[R. P. Jourt U.

M a n if e s t a t io n s  which i ' ,ful are 
utterly valueless to Spiritual! old
be so considered by all Spirit 
is enough that Is genuine, w 
are stripped off, to command t 
confidence of the world.—[B.



P h en om en ology . P hysical Manifestations.*• •
Mrs. John R. P ickering-A beolute Conditions.

On the 18th of April a circle from the Ben­
ner of Light held e seance with Mrs. John 
R. Picketing at Rochester, N. H. The edi­
tor in the ieeue of April 27, describes the 
room and cabinet, a clear idea of which has 
already been given in the Scientist. He says 
further,—“We went Into the cellar, directly 
under the locality of the cabinet, and criti­
cally examined the under flooring of the 
room above, to ascertain if trap doors could 
be found, (as several of onr party were ex­
tremely skeptical,) and ascertained that ev­
erything was Intact, no indications existing 
of trap doors or machinery of any sort, but 
everything being as it ought—on the square. 
We subsequently examined the flooring in 
the seance room. Mr. Pickering ripping up 
the carpet for that purpose directly where 
the medium was to sit In fact the examin­
ation of the premises was conclusive, dearly 
proving the published statements of others in 
this respect to be correct. The ladies of our 
party were delegated, previous to the seance, 
to critically examine the medium’s clothing 
in order to be sure that no costumes were 
therein hidden, after which preliminary the 
lady was escorted by them to the cabinet. 
Their report was that they had thoroughly 
examined Mrs. Pickering, that her clothing 
was of dark color, (not a particle of white 
cloth entering into the sum total of her ap- 
arel,) and that there was not the least oppor­
tunity for the concealment of costumes.

Under these conditions the editor records 
the appearance of some twelve or more forms. 
Among them was one recognised by Mrs. 
Jennie S. Rudd as her mother, giving the 
name of “Roslna," which Mrs. R. said was 
correct. She seemed anxious to approach ae 
near as possible to Mrs. Rudd and Dr. Good­
rich, in order to be recognised, bowing her 
head while uttering the word “Rosina.’* 
This spirit had promised to manifest to the 
daughter on the first opportunity offered, 
when the parties named above should both 
be present at a materializing seance.

Another form was recognised as that of 
Fanny Conant. The editor says, “At that 
moment a satisfied expression passed over 
the countenance of the spirit as she came 
nearer, and it appeared an like our late medi­

um that we could not gainsay the fact, eepe 
dally when we examined the Mack hair, so' 
smoothly combed, as was her wont ia the 
earth life, It being a perfect/ec Masite. Then 
she pointed toward us with her right hand, 
and speedily re treated behind the curtain.’’

The account concludes by saying, "There 
was no opportunity for the medium suppls 
men ting her clothing after the rsasainalioa, 
as one or the other of the ladiea of oar party 
never left her for a moment to herself, so ae 
to be doubly sure on that point. We thus 
can state with the most positive certainty 
that as the curtains dropped, hiding the me­
dium from sight, the enclosure wae proof 
against any confederacy of whatever name or 
nature, and that there wae not a particle of 
white fabric therein, and nothing of the kind 
could get in, ae the gam of our party wae 
constantly centered on the curtain-cabinet, 
and it was light enough ia the room to fully 
recognize each other; and that, therefore, 
whatever came out of the endoeure during 
the the three bouts that the seance co«tinn­
ed, in the shape of apparitiooa, must have 
been produced or materialized by spirit-chem* 
Is try, which we have not the leeet doubt was 
the feet in the instance under in
•ion.”

Seven persons give their endorsement to 
the state menu made In the report.

Red Hot Coals Handled.

The editor of the Oldham (Eng.) Gazette 
having received an account of the man 18m 
tattoos occurring at a seance, deemed the 
statements so Incredible that he refused to 
publish on the authority of one person, but 
promised to do so if the a seise and addresses 
of those present were appended as a guar- ty 
of its truthfulness.

They were furnished as follows, and we 
extract the facts, omitting the comments and 
opinions. The seance was held at the house 
of Mr. Matthew Gioeaop, 09 Drury-iane, Hol­
lywood. The mediums were Mias Ellen Glo­
ver and Mr. Kenyon, Woodhouem; and the 
witnesses to the foregoing events were Mr. 
M. Gioasop, tfV l)rury-iane; Mr. John HUtnn, 
Falls worth ; Mr. John Holt, Winchester 
street; Mia Worrell, and others. The par­
ties met about seven o’clock in the leaning
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m  they k m  b m  accustomed to do, and » t  
to how, 000, and receive, what night bo 
granted to than. One of the sitters ia a 
young woman about nineteen year* of age, 
through whom, on thta occasion, the won­
derful events took place. After baring pass­
ed into the trance state, she went direct to 
the red-hot lire and deliberately put her hand 
in and took out a handful of red hot cinders, 
and held them in her hand for several min­
utes, and also handled the top bar, which 
was at the fire, with as much ease as if it had 
been cold. She also rubbed the red-hot coals 
coals between her hands, and also conveyed 
the seme to her face, and head, and hair, 
and rubbed them with the red-hot cinders, as 
if in the act of washing herself, and her hair 
was not singed in the smallest degree, nor 
the minutest mark on her face or hands visi­
ble. She also stood for a period of forty 
minutes within two or three inches of the 
fire-grate where the fire was, and the fire 
had no more effect on her clothing than if 
she had been three yards away.

The Knot Tying Phenomenon.
T. L. Nichols, X. D., contributes an article 

to the L s. 294, on “Remarkable Physical 
Manifestations,” closing with the following 
important statement: “Your readers may be 
glad to know that, on the night of April 7th, 
we had repeated, in my house, in the pres­
ence of six persons, including Mr. W. Eg- 
lintou and Mr. A. Colmau, Prof. Zollner’s 
marvel of tying knots in a cord, the ends of 
which were tied and sealed together. I have 
the sealed cord, which I prepared myself, 
with the knotted ends firmly sealed to my 
card, on which the fingers of every person 
rested while five knots were tied, about a foot 
apart, in the central portion of the cord. I 
have no doubt that this splendid manifesta­
tion can be repeated at any time under like 
conditions.”

The Medium Held During Manifestations.
A . Hunter of Jesus College, and A. Keigh- 

tly of Pernb. Coil, Cambridge, Eng., certify 
and declare that the hands of Mr. Eglinton, 
medium, were firmly held by them, and their 
knees rested against his daring the whole of 
n seance held at 10 King’s Parade, March 21. 
An electric bell was fixed on the wall, a yard 
from the medium's seat, one wire being con­
nected with the ball ; the other hung over a 
•ail fixed ia the wall within about a foot of

the bell itself. Under these conditions, as 
reported In I. s., 204, the light being extin­
guished, the electric bel̂  rang violently, and 
was carried about for a few seconds In the 
air, ringing at Intervals, thus showing that 
bell and connecting wire were held in two 
hands. It was laid on the table, a little tune 
tapped out with it, still ringing the bell, and 
several questions were answered upon It. 
Afterwards it was taken off the table, and 
laid on the mantle-piece, below the nail from 
which it had first been taken. A heavy mu­
sical box was next wonnd up, and placed on 
the heads of several sitters ; bells, tambou­
rines, and tubes moved about freely, and 
spirit hands were felt by several of the sit- 
tors. The actual manifestations were less 
than forty minutes.

Transportation o f Objects and Levitativn.
St. George W. Stock, M. A., in I. s. 294. 

describes a seance in his house at Oxford 
with Mr. Williams, medium. There was a 
circle of eight. The manifestations were in 
the dark. Voices were heard and bells rung. 
A sudden noise was heard, and medium, 
chair and all, were discovered to be on the 
table. Shortly after this they lighted np. 
The hind legs of the chair were exactly on 
the edge of the table, and the medium’s head 
just escaped breaking the globe of the gas. 
Mr. Williams seemed to be in a trance when 
he was lifted on to the table.

A  Cabinet Seance.
T. H. Edmands, member of the seance com­

mittee, reports that the inquirer’s seance giv­
en by the British National Association of 
Spiritualists, with Mr. Eglinton medium, on 
the 20th of February, was satisfactory. 
Strangers were allowed to secure the medium 
and make what examinations they desired, 
yet hands were seen, messages written," voi­
ces heard and instruments played upon.

Experiments W ith Henry Slade at Leipzig.
Under the above title, says the Daily (Eng.) 

Telegraph of apr. 2.1878, the Quarterly Jour­
nal of Science publishes a remarkable article, 
giving a curious illustration of the idea that 
has recently been developed in Germany, that 
space has another dimension beyond the 
length breadth and thickness recognised in 
geometry. F. Zollner, professor of physical 
astronomy at Leipsig, is the author. He de­
scribee some experiments which be made in
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that city in December, 1877, with Mr. Henry 
Slade, the American. Theee experiment! 
were, he eaya, only the practical application 
of Gauss's and Kant’i theory of apace, which 
these two eminent men Imagined might con­
tain more than three dimenaiona. Thia con­
ception cannot be eaaily explained without 
the use of diagrama and reaort to highly ab- 
atract conccptiona; but Herr Zollner examin­
ed the aubject in ita aimpleat form, the knot­
ting of an endleaa cord; and be obeerved that 
“if a aingle cord hat ita enda tied together 
and aealed, an intelligent being, haring the 
power rolutarily to produce on thia copi four 
diinenaional bending* and morementa, mutt 
be able, without looaening the aeal, to tie one 
or more knot* in thia endleaa cord." And be 
proceed* .to aay that “thia experiment haa 
been aucceaafully made within the apace of a 
few minutea at Lqipxig, on December 17th, 
1377, at eleren o'clock, a. m., in the pretence 
of Mr. Henry Slade, the American. I myaelf 
selected one of four aealed cord*, and, in or­
der nerer to loae aight of it before we aat 
down at the table, I hung it around my neck 
—the aeal in front alwaya within my aight. 
During the aeance 1 conatantly kept the aeal 
—remaining unaltered—before me on the ta­
ble. Mr. Slade’a hand* remained all the time 
in sight; with the left he often touched hi* 
forehead, complaining of painful aensationa. 
The portion of the string hanging down rest­
ed on my lap—out of my sight, it is true—but 
Mr. Slade’s hands were not withdrawn or 
changed in position. He himself appeared to 
be perfectly paaaire, to that we cannot ad­
vance the assertion of hia haring tied thpse 
knots by hia conscious will, but only that they, 
under these detailed circumstances, were 
formed in his presence without risible con­
tact, and in a room Illuminated by bright day­
light." There were four knot* in the cord, 
and the profeasor describes very minutely 
how they were aealed. Several other scien­
tific men were present. He conclude* thus: 
“The four knot* in the above mentioned cord, 
with the aeal unbroken, thia day atiU Ue be­
fore me. I can aend thia cord to any man 
for examination. I might aend it by tarn to 
all the learned societies of the world, so a* to 
convince them that not a subjective phantas­
ma la here In question, but an objective and 
lasting effect produced in the material world, 
which no human intelligence, with the con­
ception* of apace to far current, it able to ex­
plain. If, nevertheless, the foundations of

thia fact, deduced by me on the ground of an 
enlarged cooceptioo of apace, e hoe  id be de­
nied, only one other kind of explanation 
would remain, arieing from a moral mode of 
consideration that at preeant, it ie tree, is 
quite customary. This explanation weald 
consist in the presumption that I m yself and 
the hooorable men and citixens of Leiptig, in 
whose presence several of theee cords weee 
aealed, were either impostors or were net in 
possession of our sound senses sa ftie a t to per­
ceive if Mr. Slade himself, before the cards 
were sealed, had tied them in knots. The 
discussion, however, o f such an hypothesis 
would no longer belong to the domain of sci­
ence, but would fall under the category of so­
cial decency."

Test Gauntleta Tom.
C. Carter Blake for the aeance committee 

of the B. N. A. of Spiritualist* reports In L 
a. 203, that with Mr. Eg] in loo , mod him, 
gauntlet* were laced on his wrists, neither 
so tightly a* to Impede the etrmhtffcm, nor 
so loosely as to be slipped from the a riels . 
The medium being placed In the caMnct, a  
hand was dlatinctly seen in front of him , 
and a ring which was on his finger was 
thrown on the floor at  the room. Agitation 
of bells and rings which had bean placed an 
the medium’s knees, also took place. After 
a while, the gauntlet* were thrown oataide 
the cabinet, and picked op by me la  several 
portions. Examination of them showed that 
they had been much stretched and to n , the 
force tearing the connecting bead which un­
ited them, by the breakage of Its threads, In­
dicating that one (at least) of the gauntlets 
had been stretched and torn at the middle, 
and that the lace of one had been broken I  
am unable, of coarse, to state whether this 
breakage took place before the hands were 
shown, and the action of hands took place la  
front of the cabinet, or immediately before * 
the gauntlet* were thrown out.

Serjeant Goa and Table-Tipping.

A t a aeance at Mrs. MakdongaU Gregory's 
reported in L a., 203, the table race several 
tim es in a rood light, while the abiireeie 
were seated round it, w ith their hands an Ms 
upper surface. Mr. Serjeant Cox, by reqwasl, 
sat on the table, and la  a bright light the ta­
ble rose vert! ally and keenly from four la  
six inches from the floor, and floated fler per-
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bap tsw seconds, while h« n i  upon it Tin 
hand* of Un Hitters ware upou the upper 
surface.

A  Medium Carried out o f « Closed Room.
A most remarkable seance occurred in 

London, Eng.. at the residence of Mr*. Mak- 
dcugali Gregory, SI Green street Grosvenor 
square, in presence of the medium, Mr. Eg 
Unton, and a select party. The London Spir­
itualist is responsible for the facts given be­
low: The seance was held in the drawing­
room on the first floor, sap the editor, there­
fore high above the street; the shutters of all 
the windows of the room were closed and 
barred; they could not have been opened 
without admitting light from the streets. The 
door eras locked on the inside, aud the key 
left in the lock. The table around which all 
the sitters sat eras about tsro yards from the 
lock, and accidentally in the most favorable 
poaitioa for enabling all the sitters to gaxe 
into the passage if the door had been opened 
either to a large or small extent. The mem­
bers of the circle were seated around the 
table in the folly order, in the dark, and with 
their hands interlinked: Mr. Egiinton; Mrs. 
Fletcher; Mr. W. H. Harrison (of 38 Great 
Russell street); Mrs. Makdougall Gregory; 
Mrs. Wiseman (of 1 Orme square. Hays wa­
ter) ; Mr. George Sutherland (of 117 Sloane 
street); Mr. J. W. Fletcher; and Mr. Arthur 
Column. After some ordinary man ifestatlons 
had taken place, Mr. George Sutherland was 
raised, chair and all, and placed on the cen­
tre of the table, where be was seen when the 
light was struck. Another sitter and his 
chair were raised about two feet Mr. Har­
rison half seriously asked if the spirits could 
take Mr. Col man through the ceiling, by way 
of giving variety to the manifestations; this 
remark was spontaneous, no medium present 
having said anything to lead the conversation 
in that direction. Mrs. Fletcher and Mr, 
Coiman then called out simultaneously that 
Mr. Egiinton had broken the circle and left 
them, and Mrs. Gregory told them to join 
hands. At about the same moment a chair, 
probably Mr. Egllnton’s, was heard to fall 
lightly on Ha feat, apparently some yards from 
the circle, and a violent “bumg” caused by 
the falling of a heavy body on the floor of 
the room above, caused everybody to think 
that Mr. Egiinton bad been carried through 
the ceiling, so a liglit was struck. From the 
hue the remark was made about Mr. Col-

man to the time when the light was struck 
was about a minute. Front the time' Mr. 
Egiinton disjoined hands, to th« time the 
fall in the room above was heard, was prob­
ably leas than tan seconds; some of the sit­
ters, a few minutes after the event occurred, 
estimated it at five seconds. When the light 
was struck, Mr. Egiinton was not in the room. 
Mr. George Sutherland unlocked the door by 
turning the key which was in the lock, and 
it was then noticed that the passage outside 
was feebly illuminated by reflected light from 
the gas in the hail below. Mrs. Gregory aud 
several sittera proceeded upstairs, and found 
Mr. Egiinton lying in a deep trance on the 
floor, with his arras extended. This was 
about two minutes after he disjoined hands 
in the room below. In two or three minutes 
he revived, aud complained of the back of 
his head being hurt, as if by a blow; beyond 
this there was nothing the matter with him, 
and be was as well as ever iu a few minutes. 
The sitters were all satisfied that the phen­
omenon was genuine, and that the door could 
not have been opened, closed and locked ou 
the inside by any of the mortals present with­
out their knowing it.

This case is paralleled by other* in the his­
tory of Modem Spiritualism, as well as by 
ancient church legends. Mr. Egiinton tells 
us that he has had the same manifestation 
twice before—once at the bouse of his friend, 
Mr. Davis, where he states that it was given 
under test conditions, some of those present 
having their backs against the door at the 
time. The production of manifestations in 
response to the sudden suggestion of some­
body present Is not uncommon. The late 
Mr. Guppy used to speak of It aa a remark­
able thing that when Mr. Benjamiif Cole­
man, of Upper Norwood, waa present at Mrs. 
Guppy’s seances, the spirits were almost sure 
to do whatever he asked. The facta herein 
recorded cannot in any degree be paralleled 
by any experiments known to physicists, 
and are at present foreign both In degree 
and In kind to their experience and their 
theories.

Ctbos Mcitboe of Woburn, Maas., re­
cords the interesting incident that Mrs. 
Youngs, the piano medium, defied Bishop to 
duplicate the manifestations occurring in her 
pretence at a public seance in New York, 
Bishop being present. It was a triumph for 
the medium, and Bishop was confounded.
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Afunl/e*tatlons in 1842.
[The following occurrence* took piece be­

fore the advent of Modern Bpiiiluaiism. The 
reader will be able to give them their full 
algniftcance. The certificate below and an 
accompanying story embodying the facta 
therein, waa widely circulated at the time 
through the papera.—Kn. j

We, the uuderaigued, depoae and aay, that 
on Sunday evening, June 19, ▲. Li., 1842, 
we called to watch with Mr. Samuel Maim, 
our neighbor of North Benton. One of ua 
had been with him the Friday night before, 
to watch, and had atopped there at the fam­
ily’* request, Saturday. Mr. Whilcher came 
to watch about V o’clock iu the evening, and 
the family aoou after retired to rest, and left 
us with the tick man, in a small room, the 
bed on the north aide, the door-way to the 
kitchen on the east, and a door leading to the 
bed-room on the west end of the room, and a 
set of drawers on the east side of the room 
near the foot of the bed, and a window by 
the foot, on the north aide. The window 
was raiaed from four to six inches. The dour 
into the kitchen was open, and Mr. Georgs 
W.* Mann slept there. The door into the 
bed-room was shut, and Mrs. Peter Howe 
and Mrs. Maun slept there. It was supposed 
he was dying Friday night; bis extremeties 
were cold, and yet be lingered on; he seemed 
much distressed, but not insane, and Satur­
day and Sunday remained still alive, and ap­
parently insensible. When all was still Sun­
day night, and Mr. Whilcher was standing at 
the foot of the bed, dose to the drawers by 
the open window, and Mr. Norris was sittiug 
south of the bed, some four or five paces from 
the head of the bed on the west side of the 
room, and the candle was shining, and stand­
ing on the mantel over the Are place, when 
we both distinctly beard a groan—to Mr. 
Whilcher it seemed on the south-east of, and 
near him and the drawers, and to Mr. Norris 
it seemed northeast and near the drawers. 
We are both positive that it could not come 
from the sick man, nor the bed whereon he 
was, nor from another room. It was a deep, 
lengthened groan, and startled us both. Mr. 
Wbitcher stepped from the foot of the bed 
where he was standing by the open window 
to see what the noise was and what caused 
It. As he took the light and turned round 
toward the bed, we both saw the room lighted 
up all at once with an unearthly crimson col­
ored light. It almost extinguished the light 
of the candle, so that Its light eras very feeble,

apparently almost out—end immediate,y we 
saw a strange looking man between as and
the bed, looking apparently at Mr. Mann— 
his dress we cannot describe, his whole face 
we did not see. His clothes were dark, but 
we cannot give the fashion or make, aor 
whether he had on slices or boots, or bat or 
not. Both stood side by side, transfixed, 
Norris had ri*en up. Whilcher still holding 
the candle In his hand, and no fire In the fire 
place, at least none that gave any light, and 
as the strange man stood before us, his back 
toward* us and his face toward Mr. Mann, 
Mr. Mann appeared very much excited and 
agitated, he roiled on the bed and threw his 
arms about and opened hi* eyes wide, he ap­
peared frightened and continued to gaxe on 
the apparition; then he tried u. cover up hie 
head, then be spoke, and bis words were, 
according to our best recollection, aa fol­
lows:—

“I am a lost man, ai»d going to hell, and I 
can see bell! and the devil is waiting for me. 
Ob! 1 beve helped make way with a man 
forty-four years ago thB summer on Jockey 
Hill, when 1 lived in Landafl. The men I 
worked for is now dead, and I assisted to 
make way with him. aud we carridd him up 
northeast of the house, where was then a 
second growth of wood, on a swampy, 
piece, now cleared up, and buried him. I 
have thought of it much since, and waa often 
warned about it, but I tried to beer it aa well 
as I could.”

He tried to say something more, and we 
both think that he used the name of Edwards, 
but In what connection we cannot aay. He 
called no other iitme, and we ifiay be mis­
taken in this out, but think ws are not. He 
then sunk down, after turning over ones or 
twice, and throwing his arms about, groaned 
and died. Ws know we were frightened, 
and could not speak, or did not, nor did the 
stranger, and aa soon as Mann had finished 
confessing and waa dying away, be (the 
stranger) was gone. How he got in or osrt, 
ws know not; one door was open, but we did 
not tee him come in or go out, nor cmn we 
believe that he did. When we first sew him, 
he stood at the heed of the bed or near K, 
hi* face partly turned away from Whilcher 
towards the bed aud his back to Norris. Wa 
cannot describe his looks, nor can we kis 
dress. We have above given the truth as it 
appeared to ua, and for the sake of the sur­
vivors, as smoouty as wa could—and as asar
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m we can recollect it, and although we were 
•hocked and somewhat confuted, yet we both 
remember, and fear we always shall too 
vividly, the scenes of that night, and when 
we »p»ke to each other of it at first, we both 
agreed as above. Neither of us had ever 
heard of a man being as he told us, and we 
have been up to-day to see the ground he 
described, and found it as he told. He made 
no confession of any other crime that we un­
derstood. and sre feel friendly to the family 
and also to him, and have no other view in 
giving this, but to save false reports, and do 
our solemn duty.

H azbx W h  i t c h  e h , 

David M. Nonius.
Grqfton, as. July 8, 1S42. Then the said 

Haxeo Whitrber and David M. Norris, the 
signers of the above affidavit made by them 
signed, is true, and is all the truth according 
to our last recollection, before me.

Ira  Good a l l .  Justice o f  Peace.

Sbvekal interesting seances with Maud 
E. Lord are described in b. L apr 27.

Mbs. J ohn R. P ic u k ix g , the Rochester 
medium, in in Salem giving seances.

A o k x t l k m a v  in San Francisco sends to 
the editor a small portrait that was drawn 
with a pencil at a seance in that cityiua 
few second’s time. It is on the reverse side 
of a portion of a ballot which he furnished 
so that there could J»e no possibility of the 
paper being exchanged for another. It is a 
singular production.

Sa t s  T. C. Nichols, M. D., in the L s. 294, 
“I then held the hand of Mr. Eglintou as 
firmly as possible in mine, and in an instant 
tlie chair, one of our cane bottoms with bent 
backs, was hanging on my arm. This, 
beyond all doubt, was matter passing through 
matter, bat whether the wood parsed through 
flesh and bone, or flesh and bone through 
wood. I have not yet been able to deter­
mine.”

Some few years ago the secular press of 
San Francisco was much interested in the 
manifestations occurring in the bouse of a 
Mr. Clark, a gentleman of respectable social 
standing. A committee of investigation was 
appointed, and were the unwilling vouchers 
of the genuineness of the phenomena, al­
though the mystery was as great as ever. In 
this condition the matter rested. A corres­
pondent sends the editor an account of a se­

ance held there last month, which was re­
markable for the strength of the manifesta­
tions.

Some of the manifestations obtained 
through Slade in Russia are entirely new, and 
as experiments are interesting. In a seance 
given to Mr. Aksakoff and Prof. Boutlerof, 
at Mr. AksakofTs house, two pocket-compas­
ses were placed on the table side by side. Hy 
requesting the spirits to turn the needle of 
one while the other remained stationary, it 
would be done, thus destroying the theory 
that it was turned by a concealed magnet, 
which must affect both in the same manner.

We have seen the forms, taken them by 
the hand, witnessed their partial deinateriali- 
zation, and have recognized persons, and in 
turn have been recognized. We have seen 
one of these forms violently seized token Mr*. 
Pickering too* Kernel/ in the cabinet enveloped 
in a Mick. We know so much about this that 
we feel warranted in saying there never was 
a sham there, and whoever has witnessed any 
of the presentations has witnessed what is 
commonly cglled materialization.—| Haverhill 
Publisher.

J. A. Boyd, A. £. Boyd, and M. J. Boyd, 
of Cambridge City, Ind., in in the b. 1., apr. 
27, give their experience with Mrs. Anna Stu­
art of Terre Haute, Ind. They attended 
eight seances and recognised a number of 
near relatives or friends.

J exhixos, the exposed impostor in St. 
Louis, who pretended to be a medium for 
form manifestations, changed his entire suit 
in the presence a committee and even 
then dextrously concealed paraphernalia 
which nothing short of stripping nude in a 
strong light after his seance was over, detec­
ted.

Horatio Eddy  says in the R. P. Journal 
of apr. 13, “I do not claim to be perfect, but 
as far as mediumistic powers are concerned, I 
defy the world to prove me a fraud, and will 
submit for manifestations under any test con­
ditions the whole brains of mankind can in­
vent, provided they take no inhuman advan­
tage of my body.” He says the time has 
come when fraud must be thrown overboard.

Da. Fraxcis Moncr, the medium for 
form manifestations, has left England and is 
travelling on the continent.
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TIIE BANNER OF LIGHT MESSAGE 

DEPARTMENT.
In this departm ent w e record la  alphabetical ord er 

the name* given w ith  the eom m onleatlona received at 
the elrelee o f  the B anner o f  L igh t, In Hoeton and B a l­
tim ore ; alao w h atever Information relatea to Identity, 
•uoh aa tim e place and eauee o f  paaalne a w a y . alia- 
•lone to earth aceoea, and relative* orTrtende either 
In earth  or apirit Ilf* It I* urged that Identity can 
often be traced In the language o r peculiar form  o f 
e ip rrealo ii ; b at thl* o f  courae can be determ ined 
only b y  friend* o r relative*. W *  preserve a record 
o f  the elated facta. It w ill be ueerul to  thoae w ho 
m ay In the future dealre to refer to any tneeeage ; the 
date at the eloae o f  each on* Indicate* the paper In 
w h ich  It appeared.

Alger, Lucinda, West Bridgewater, husband’* 
name Joseph. Nancy, Susan, William 
and Gridley and father and mother are 
with her,—apr 13.

Allen, George N.. Cincinnati, haa friend* In 
Boston, Mansfield, Lowell and all around 
till* vicinity. Speaks of his "wife Mary 
and sons and daughter,—apr 0.

Atherton, Lizzie, from the city of T., forty 
mile* from Boston, 25 y old, consump­
tion, wishes to reach her husband and 
-sister Nellie,—apr 6.

Avery, Caroline Isabel, a little more than 22 
y old,—apr 13.

Billings, Kmma E., Newton Upper Falls, 31 
y old,—apr 20.

B---- r, L-, an address to Isabel,—mar 30.
Blake, Christian, Park Ave, Baltimore, Md., 

79 y old, lived with his son-in-law, John 
Harris. Speaks to his grandchildren,— 
apr 0.

Bosson, J. Palfrey, Chelsea, Mass., 16 y old, 
apr 0.

Bradford, Joel, Bath, Me., 29 y old, 7 y ago 
last September, expects to reach friend* 
in Chicago,—apr 27.

Briggs, Dennis, Dighton, Maas., got quite 
along In year*,—apr 0.

Brown, Elizabeth, of Anne, Arundel county, 
Md., daugnter of John Brown,—apr 27. 

Brown, Silaa D., San Francisco, Cal., left the 
form 12 y ago laat July. Speaks of bta 
daughter Nettie and alater Louisa,— 
apr 13.

Buah, Joseph, New Tork State,—apr 27. 
Buffington, Earnest, mother’* name la Aden, 

apr 30.
Croeeer, Emma S.^Haverhill, Maas., near 10 

only gone a litue while, has met grand­
mother and grandfather, Emma and Ma­
ry,—%pr 27.

Curtis, Ella N., Utica, N. Y., consumption, 
three year* ago, 30 y old. Father and 
mothet with her,—apr 13.

Daulels, William M., Brooklyn, N. Y., went

out In 1806, apr 6,35 y old, consumption. 
Left father, mother, sister and brother, 
who have come to him now. Sends love 
to aunt Maria In Montpelier and uncle 
John in Richmond, Va.,— mar90.

Deerlng, Maria N., Albany, N. Y.t wae 12 
but now 25. Knew about the rape. Uee 
cousin Julia,—apr 27.

De Wolf, John, Lh.rcbeslcr, been gone 6 y, 
92 y old,—apr 0.

Donaldson, Shade, Brooklyn. N. Y.,—apr 13.
Duvall, Faulty, Frederick City, Md., eldest 

daughter of Wm. Da vail,—apr 27.
Eccleston, Augusta, Germantown, Pettn., 

husband’s name John, who was a Judge 
in the Courts of Md., be died before *be 
did,—apr 27.

Ellis, Dallas, San Juan, Texas, 34 y old, in 
U. 8. Army,—apr 13.

Fairbanks, Agnes M., Denver City, 3 y ago. 
a sister Mary iu New York and husband
Johu,—apr 27.

Fairfield, Olive, Newcastle, Ky., been co m  
many years, 7V y old, a grandson Caleb 
in California. Husband John and chil­
dren Delia, Mary and Fanny are with
her,—apr 27.

Fernald, George B., Cincinnati, consump­
tion, in 1870, feb 25 at 4.30. Saw sister 
Minnie and brother, who passed away 
16 y before, when he was dying,—apr 13.

Finley, James, an address,—apr 27.
Frasier, Sarah, wife of John Frasier, Co­

lumbia Avenue, Haiti mors, 79 y old, 
long and tedious sickness,—apr 27.

Garfield, Edwin, a native of Newton, peeved 
nwny in Hartford, connected with rail­
roading over twenty yemn,—apr 27.

George, Grandfather, anniversary atiireas,— 
apr 20.

Gerald, Alice M., N. Y., parents came from 
Portland, Me., 12 y old, diphtheria, been 
gone 4 y,—apr 13.’

Go ward, George B., Harrisburg, Pena., to 
his wife, children and brothers,— 
mar 30.

Graham, Alls ton, an accident, •  y ago last 
August ou the road to New Orleans. To 
a friend io Chicago and another la Mon­
treal, —apr 27.

Gray, William, used to be caked. “Billy,” 
Boston, an address,—apr 13.

Gunnison, Sarah A., Worcester, Maes., 33 y 
old been goue 3 y.

Hale, Hattie H., to H---- to take mere In­
terest In boy Willie and daughter Nellie. 
Try to strengthen Fannie. Speaks of 
uncle George—apr 13

Haley, James, Moutgo, cry, Ala., 33 y old,
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been cone 5 y, malarial fever. Had a 
fitter Lucy who hat gone west, married 
to Joseph Smith,—apr IS.

Hannah, to Missus Margaret iu Philadelphia, 
apr S(X

Henbter, Mary Whilford, Fairfax Co., Va., 
wife of George and daughter of George 
Hooper, who died before she did and for­
merly lived in Dorchester Co.,—mar SO.

House. Joel D., Jefferson City, waa 40 y old. 
been gone IS y. Sends word to friends 
in Little Rock. Ark., to James T. M. L., 
concerning Lydia,—mar SO.

Humphries, Mary, Baltimore, Md., 68 y old, 
daughter of Seibert and Nancy Frost of 
Calvert Co., and wife of Eraucis Hum­
phries,—apr *6.

Jackson, William, Davidson si., Baltimore, 
apr 20.

Johnson, John C.. Nevada, once lived in SL 
Louis, a traveler, weut out by apoplexy, 
mar SO.

Joseph, Levi, S., Quincy, 111.,—apr 27.
Kelsey, Thomss, Winchester, Mass., went 

out suddenly two yean ago,—apr 27.
Kent, Albert, Oakland, Cal., consumption, 

21 y old. Grandfather’s name Albert 
Hunt, he lived iu West Va.

Keyson, Evelyn, Paris, HI., second daughter 
of Geu. Smith Day of Hartford Co., Md.

King. George D., Philadelphia, left home at 
16, and died while In the fur business. 
Took poison supposing it to be simple 
medicine.—mar SO.

Little, Solomon S., Marshfield, Mass., been 
gone about 6 moe, age over 70,—apr 27.

Mahar, Mistress, an old woman, used to keep 
shop in Bos tun, down on the point. Re­
fers to Catherine,—mar 30.

March, Dr. Olden, Albany, N. Y.,—apr 6.
Mary, a message to her brother William Por­

ter of Taunton. Speaks of Frank,— 
apr 20.

Mason, Adam M-, Boston, lung fever, 1870. 
Wishes to reach his brother Richard and 
sister Sophia,—apr 20.

Massey, Lewis D.. Bath, Me., cone about 10 
y, member of the Baptist church,— 
mar 30.

Mat-ta-kee-elt, Indian address,—apr 13.
Maxwell, George W., New York, consump­

tion, been gone about 0 y. To his wife 
Juliana. Refers to his aunt Maria and 
brother James. Describes him seif as 
light complexfoned, light hair and eyes, 
hair inclined to curl, 6 ft. 0 in. in height, 
37 y old,—mar 8a

M. Charlotte B., Dux bury, Mass., been gone 
since Dec 1, 81 y old,—mar 30.

Mercer, Dr. Thomas, West River, 67 y old, 
died suddenly,—apr 6.

Merrill, Jere, N. Y., eldest son of Martha and 
Jsaves Merrill,—apr A.

Morgan, Philadelphia, 42 y old,—spr 13.

Morse, Julia M., Philadelphia, July 7, 1866. 
Love to cousin Mary and brother Chas.,
mar 30.

Norris, Emma J., N. Y. City, 9 y old been 
c<»ie 3 y. Mother's uaiue Mary, father's 
Thomas K.,—apr 13.

Oils, George B., Trenton, N. J.,—apr IS.
Partridge, Mary Emily, Brooklyn, N. Y., 8 y 

old, named after mother, Mary and 
grandtuothe, Emily. Speaks of uncle 
William, aunt Emily Gray, grandmother 
Partridge and Joey,—apr 0.

Percival, Lily, Boston, been gone about 3 y, 
Mother’s name Drucllla, father’s John, 
apr A

Perkins, Mary M., an address,—apr 27.
Pierpout, John, anniversary address,—apr 20.
Watson, William L., died at Savannah, Ga., 

26 y old, killed at war,—apr A
Webster, George L., Quincy, III., by acci­

dent, 1869, 19 y old, sends word to his 
mother, sister Carrie aud brother George, 
apr 20.

White, Sarah Ann, Boston, went away 20 y 
ago; 8 y old. Folks have gone west. 
Father1* name Henry W., mother’s So­
phia L.,—apr A

Wilde, Emily E., Detroit, Mich., used to live 
in Belfast, Me., 56 y old. Sends letter 
4o daughter Lydia, who is a Sweden- 
borgian. She has met grandpa Thomp­
son,—apr A

Williamson, Hannah, Providence, R. I., sends 
love to Mathias,—apr A

Wright, Henry, anniversary address,—
apr 20.

Ran tout, Robert, answer to a question that 
will be understood,—mar 30.

Sables, Julia, Medford, consumption, 40 y 
old, been gone 18 y,—apr 1A

Scott, R, Watsonville, Santa Crux Co., CaL, 
left wife and two daughters,—apr A

Shaw, Judge, speaks of his old friend B----
aud E— ,apr 27.

Shaw, Helen,—mar 30.
Sherman, Abbie N., 46 y old,—apr 27.
Silence, to Henry, her son,—apr 27.
Simmons, John, Philadelphia, 41 y old,— 

mar 30.
Simpson, Edwin B., Richmond, Va., 67 y old, 

exposure of camp life. To his brother 
George in Chicago,—apr 30.

Smith, Henry B., Concord, N. H., 1867, may 
13, about 36 y old, to bis brother James, 
apr 1A

Smith, John F. C., Halifax, 1847, 60 y old. 
To a niece in Boston, Caroline Smith, 
and to another, Caroline Thayer, who 
has gone west,—mar 80.

Spring, Mary N., Philadelphia, some 10 y 
ago, 07/y old. Sisters Marian, Annie 
aadLf>eorgta. Brothers Benjamin and 
Wesson. Mother’s name Mary,—apr 20.

Stevens, Birdie, real name Ella, Charlestown, 
to bar mother,—apr 20.
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Stiles, Horace.—apr 0.
Sylvester, William C., Boston, heart disease, 

been gone a little more than a yev,— 
mar So.

Theodore, to his father and mother ani Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles R---- ,apr 27.

Upton, Mary Elizabeth, N. Y.  City, sore 
throat. Has father and mother, aunt 
Abigail In Troy, and cousin Addie in 
Brooklyn,—mar 30.

Vinton, Emma. Cambridge, Md., 24 y old, 
wife of Edward and daughter of Thomas 
and Elizabeth,—apr 13.

e
A  Warning Dream.

Alice King, writing In the Argosy, con- 
cldes her paper by relating a couple of 
dreams, one of which we append:—“One 
winter evening about fifty years ago, a post, 
chaise with a single gentleman inside it- 
drove up to the little iuu on the Pentiaod 
Firth, in the north of Scotland, where pas­
sengers who were going to cross to the Ork­
neys usually spent the night. The gentle­
man, whom we will call Mr. Mac T., was the 
owner of a large estate and an old house 
which bad belonged to his family for hun­
dreds of years, in the Mainland, or chief of 
the Orkney Islands, and was now about to 
visit his property. It was a blustering, stor­
my night, but that only made more pleasant 
the cigar and glass of whiskey, and the crack­
ling wood fire by which Mr. Mac T. sat chat­
ting with the landlord, who was an old 
friei'.d both of his father and himself, and 
who was proud of entertaining the “young 
laird,” as he called him, with bis wildest 
tales of adventure on the sea. They did not, 
however, sit late, for the Orkney packet sail­
ed very early in the morniug, and Mr. Mac 
T. soon found himself in his cosy, well-ap­
pointed little bed-room. The wind was chant­
ing a grand Berserker melody, and the sea 
was roaring a deep bass accompaniment. 
Mac T. loved those souuds, for they bad of­
ten been the lullaby of his chkidhoood, and 
soon fell asleep. For some hours he slept 
without an image or a thought reaching his 
mind; but at length, when the morniug was 
glimmering gray in the east, a strange dream 
came to trouble him. He dreamt that he 
was in the ancient banqueting hall of his old 
house, in the Mainlaud, sitting at the bead of 
a very long table. The banqueting ii. U’waa 
now In reality almost a ruin, but in his dream 
Mac T. saw it hung with tapestry, and bias­
ing with a hundred lights. The table was

well filled on both sides, and be thought be
glanced curiously down It* Itnglb to see who 
his guests were. As be looked be shuddered
in bis dream. Those who sat at table with 
him were all his dead ancestors for many 
generations back. He knew their faces and 
dresses well from their portraits in the pic­
ture gallery. Next to him set his own fath­
er, who had died about a year before. And 
at the bottom of the table sat a fair-haired 
man in a dress of skins, who was a Norse 
chieftain, the founder of the family. It 
seemed to him that he sat for some minutes 
as if spell-bound, while the spectres murmur­
ed together in low, hollow tones. At length 
they all rose, and slowly, one by one, in 
turns, left the hall. But before they went, 
each one paused at the door, and turning, 
raising his band in a warning attitude, fixed 
his eyes on Mac T., and said in a deep voice 
the word, “Beware.” “The packet starts in 
twenty minutes, sir,” cried a load voice 
at the door, rousing Mac T. suddenly from 
sleep. Confused at first, yet soon remem­
bering where he was, be sprang out of bed 
and began hurriedly to dress himself. Being 
a bad sailor, his first glance was naturally 
enough at the sea, dose to which the inn 
stood. The wind had risen in the night. The 
waves thundered on the shore, and the little 
Orkney packet was tossing up and down like 
a limpet shell. As be gax l̂ bis strange 
dream rose up with sudden distinctness be­
fore Mac T.’s mind. He was infected with 
a good deal of thorough Scutch superstition. 
Besides, he did not much like the look of the 
sea, and so he resolved not to go till to-mor­
row. That day the Orkney packet was lost, 
with every man on board, and Mac T., and 
his little wife, who was left at home with 
the babies, had to thank that warning dream 
for his life.”

Sated From Starvation by a Spirit.
A correspondent of the Globe Democrat of 

St. Louis, In a letter dated April 20, tells a 
story from which the following points are 
abstracted. The philosophical explanations 
are correct, but are not new to any of oar 
readers.

A gentleman connected with a large mer­
cantile bouse, while standing at bis desk 
making'uut a bill of goods to be shipped, (M 
baviug been partly made out), bis band was 
suddenly cu trolled by aa Invisible power, 
and in the next line, where the price of the
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article should have been written, he waa 
made to write. “Go to Mr*. S.’s, on C. 
street, uear the Shot Tower.” Instantly the 
power left hint. He read the line and then 
ciumpled up the iuroice and put it into hie 
pocket, taking up another bill-head and re­
questing the cailtng-clerk to call again, say­
ing, “I hare made a mistake.” Commenc­
ing to write again, his hand was immediately 
seised as before, and be wrote a second time, 
“Go to Mrs. S.'s, oo C. street, near the Shot 
Tower.” He impatiently snatched up this 
also and put it into his pocket with the otli- 

' er, asking a clerk to take his place, and re­
marking that he felt “very queer, and must 
go home.” His horror at being compelled 
to write against his will made him feel quite 
sick. He thought that he must be going out 
of bis mind, but there never having been a 
casee of insanity in his family, the fact con­
soled him not a little, and he thought he 
would be better next day. He mentioned 
the case to a bosom friend of his, and the re­
sult was they visited the place named, where 
they found and relieved a starving woman. 
She had known good circumstances, but her 
husband died and reverses had reduced her 
to this state. She remarked that she “knew 
God would help them, for she dreamed the 
night before she saw her husband rolling up 
a barrel of flour and bringing in some other 
things; and be- said to her, ‘I have had hard 
work to get this to you.’ ” Other investiga­
tion indicated that the husband had controll­
ed the man’s hand, he being a writing medium 
without knowing it. The account says that 
be is a member of one of our most costly and 
fashionable churches, and that a spirit should 
control him seemed perfectly dreadful to him, 
as he had a natural (educated) horror of Spir­
itualism and thought it one of the great hum­
bugs of the age.

The Shadows of Spiritualism.
Camille Flammarion, the celebrated Flench 

Astronomer, iu an articl e contributed to the 
Revue Beige du Spiritisme, tells a story of 
which the following is the substauce: Two 
loving hearts, of Gustave and Ktelvina, were 
joined in marriage in Seville. Wealth and 
beauty and every grace accompanied the 
young couple as they went to Madrid to en­
joy life. The early death of the husband 
soon threw a gloom over the wife which she 
could not shake off, and, being inediumistic, 
she waa aware of his presence in spirit As

his character, however, had been of the su­
perficial or worldly nature, he wore a troubl­
ed aspect. The bewildered Ktelvlna spent 
large sums of money in the church, for the 
repose of his soul, but without avail. Had 
she been a Spiritualist all would have beeu 
made clear and shown lo be natural; but 
these apparitions of the adored Gustave 
proved her ruin. At the Instigation of her 
confessor, to appease a suffering soul, she en­
tered a convent. The priest had only in 
view her immense fortune. But In becom­
ing the “bride of the Lord” the spirit of her 
husband became more and more Irritated, 
and five years afterward Etelviua went to 
him, stretching out her arms to the one 
whom she had so tenderly loved in life. 
There were persons vile enough to affirm 
that she had really seen only the devil, who 
appeared to her uuder the figure of her hus­
band.
Suicide o f Rev. John Harpies. <

Rev. John Mar pies, of Toronto, Canada, in 
a fit of temporary insanity, committed sui­
cide on the 23rd of last mouth by taking a 
dose of poison. He bad lately become con­
verted to Spiritualism, and of course was 
shunned by his old associates. His wife says 
he had beeu very much troubled at his desti­
tute condition and iuabili’y to support bis 
family, and had threatened to poison him­
self on that account a short time before be 
did. She gave evidence to this effect at the 
inquest that was held.
Sudden Death and Simjular Presentiment.

Angus Robertson, a native of Iuverary, 
and a shoemaker by trade, who for some 
time ha< been working in the village of Stow, 
went to Galashiels ou Mouday to make sqine 
purchases. Leaving a public house at eleven 
o’clock, he fell into a dam by the roadside 
and was drowned Robertson’s dog had ap­
parently tried to rescue him from the water, 
and failing in this set up a loud howling un­
til the attention of a policeman was directed * 
to the spot. A singular circumstance is re­
lated in regard to Robertson’s death. Hit 
wife, feeling uneasy that he did not return 
to Stow when expected, sat up waiting for 
him a considerable time, but eventually went 
to bed shortly after midnight- In a little 
while, however, she was startled out of sleep 
by, as the thought, an Imploring cry, twice 
repeated, at the window, of “Mary, Mary.” 
She Instantly rote, ran down stairs and out
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Into the itreet, bat foand no one. 8he felt 
much alarmed, and, though no word of the 
fatal occurrence had reached her, ebe took 
the flrat train next morning to Galashiels, 
aaaured that something dreadful had happen­
ed, and, of courae, found her worst fears 
realised.

Evidence o f Identity.
A remarkable incident occurred in the cir­

cle at the haunted bouse spoken of in the 
opening pages of this number. As the circle 
was about breaking up, Mrs. C. H. Wildes 
was suddenly controlled as a gentleman 
stepped up to bid Iter good-bye. The intel­
ligence snatched a bundle of papers from his 
pocket, instantly selected one of several legal 
envelopes, and, although there was nothing 
to distinguish one from the other, said, “in 
this package is a mortgage; I made it; my 
name is John Smith ; you were going this af- 
noon to get an acknowledgement on that, 
but instead of that you came here; I follow­
ed you, for I want my heirs to have their 
own.’’ Here followed some directions con­
cerning the paper. We have substituted the 

' name of “John Smith” in place of the true 
name. We saw the paper taken out of the 
envelope, and there truly enough was writ­
ten the name given by the intelligence con­
trolling.

In a conversation with the gentleman he 
assured us that the statements made were 
correct. Now can the above facts be ex­
plained by the theories of unconscious cere­
bration, or mind reading, or elementaries, or 
any theory other than that of the spiritual 
philosophy f

Spirit-teeing at Time o f Death.
There is an interesting case of spirit see­

ing at the time of death—a fact so frequeut, 
and now so commonly acknowledged—in the 
Revue Spirite of this month, March, 1878, 
which is made especially striking by the spirit 
presenting bimseif to his brother, wheu sur­
rounded by witnesses; moreover, a telegram 
arrived bringing an account of the death, 
quite unexpectedly, to the same witnesses. 
The event was first published in the Llberte 
Colonial* of September last, and was taken 
from a letter sent, apparently from Paris, to 
M. Martinet, at Martinique.

The company of the Theatre Lyrtque were 
rehearsing the opera of the Cle d’Or for the 
last time previous to a first presentation the

same evening. Leon Arehard, the tenor, was 
to play the chief character.

Suddenly Arehard turned pale, and pieced 
bis hand before his eyes, crying out, “My 
brother I . . .  My brother!”

The other actors pressed round hiss. 
“What is the matter?” said Vixentiai, the 
manager. •

Acbard looked fixedly at him, and said, 
“We cannot play to-night.”

“You are mad,” said the manager, “ex­
plain yourself.”

“My brother is dead,” said the tenor.
His brother was manager of the Conserva­

toire at Dijon; every one knew Charles Acb­
ard. He was supposed to be in the best 
health. Nevertheless, the singer continued 
to hold his hand before his eyes.

“I see bim T’ he said; “it is he indeed! He 
is dead!”

While attempts were being made to bring 
order to the rehearsal, a telegram arrived for 
Leon Arehard. It announced the sudden 
death of Charles Arehard, manger of the 
Conservatoire at Dijon.

That is the reason why placards were posted 
up to say there would be no performance that 
eveuiug, on account of indisposition.

Identity o f Spirit*.
The identity of spirits and their spirit mes­

sages is confirmed by a great number of me­
diums and Spiritualists. The Baroness Ade­
lina Von Vay, Countess Warm brand, writes 
in the L a. 280, “I was one day writing au­
tomatically, under the Influence of my 
guides, when I suddenly felt my arm im­
pelled by a strange and unknown power, and 
the following was written in large lectors, T 
am here, Jacob Schmied.’ As I had never 
known any one of that name, and maay peo­
ple called Schmied die in a day, 1 suspected 
that I was being imposed upon, and asked, 
‘What Schmied T  ‘I, Jacob Schmied. died 
to-day in Vienna, Heruals, of disease of the 
throat; help me. The day after to-a<rrew 
you will see my death in the newspaper J 
awaited with impatience the day mentioned, 
and on looking over the list of deaths in that 
day’s paper 1 found—‘Died from disease of 
the throat in Vienua, Hernals, Jacob 
Schmied.’ •The date of his death was also 
the same as that of the day on which I receiv­
ed hi* message. Now, if this eras not In­
deed the spirit of Jacob Schmied* I do not 
kuow bow all this coaid have entered tat 
my brain.
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irtklf should hare been written, h« was 
mad* to writ*, “Go to Mr*. S-’a, on C. 
•treat, near the Shot Tower.” Instantly the 
power left him. He read the line and then 
Ciumpied up the iuvoice and put it into hi* 
pocket, taking up another bill-head and re­
questing the cailtng-clerk to call again, say­
ing, “I hare made a mistake.” Commenc­
ing to write again, hishaud was immediately 
seised as before, and be wrote a second time, 
“Go to Mr*. S-’a, on C. street, near the Shot 
Tower.” He impatiently snatched up this 
also and put it into his pocket with the oth- 

* er, asking a clerk to take his place, and re­
marking that he felt “rery queer, and must 
go home.” His horror at being compelled 
to write against his will made him feel quite 
sick. He thought that he must be going out 
of his mind, but there never haring been a 
case* of insanity in his family, the fact con­
soled him not a little, and he thought he 
would be better next day. He mentioned 
the case to a bosom friend of his, and the re­
sult was they visited the place named, where 
they found and relieved a starving woman. 
She had known good circumstances, but her 
husband died and reverses had reduced her 
to this state. She remarked that she “knew 
God would help them, for she dreamed the 
night before she saw her husband rolling up 
a barrel of flour and bringing in some other 
things; and be-said to her, ‘I have bad hard 
work to get this to you.’ ” Other investiga­
tion indicated that the husband had controll­
ed the man's hand, he being a writing medium 
without knowing it. The account says that 
be is a member of one of our most costly and 
fashionable churches, and that a spirit should 
control him seemed perfectly dreadful to him, 
as he had a natural (educated) horror of Spir­
itualism and thought it one of the great hum­
bugs of the age.

The Shadows of Spiritualism.
Camille Flammarion, the celebrated Fiench 

Astronomer, iu an artic! e contributed to the 
Revue Beige du Spiritisme, tells a story of 
which the following is the substauce: Two 
loving hearts, of Gustave and Ktelvina, were 
joined in marriage iu Seville. Wealth and 
beauty and every grace accompanied the 
young couple as they went to Madrid to en­
joy life. The early death of the husband 
soon threw a gloom over the wife which the 
could not shake off, and, being mediumistic, 
she was aware of his presence in spirit. As

his character, however, had been of the su­
perficial or worldly nature, he wore a troubl­
ed aspect. The bewildered Ktelvina spent 
large suras of money in the church, for the 
repose of his soul, but without avail. Had 
she been a Spiritualist all would have been 
made clear and shown to be natural; but 
these apparitions of the adored Gustave 
proved her ruin. At the instigation of her 
confessor, to appease a suffering soul, she en­
tered a convent. The priest had only in 
view her immense fortune. But In becom­
ing the “bride of the Lord” the spirit of her 
husband became more and more Irritated, 
and five years afterward Ktelvina went to 
him, stretching out her arms to the one 
whom she had so tenderly loved in life. 
There were persons vile enough to affirm 
that she had really seen only the devil, who 
appeared to her under the figure of her hus­
band.
Suicide qf Rev. John Marples.

Rev. John Marples, of Toronto, Canada, in 
a fit of temporary insanity, committed sui­
cide on tbe 23rd of last mouth by taking a 
dose of poison. He had lately become con­
verted to Spiritualism, and of couoe was 
shunned by his old associates. His wife says 
be had been very much troubled at his desti­
tute condition and inability to support his 
family, and had threatened to poison him­
self on that account a short time before be 
did. She gave evidence to this effect at the 
inquest that was held.
Sudden Death and Sinijular Presentiment.

Angus Robertson, a native of Inverary, 
and a shoemaker by trade, who for some 
time bat been working in the village of Stow, 
went to Galashiels ou Monday to make aquae 
purchases. Leaving a public house at eleven 
o’clock, he fell into a dam by the roadside 
and was drowned Robertson’s dog had ap­
parently tried to rescue him from the water, 
and failing in this set up a loud howling un­
til tbe attention of a policeman was directed 
to the spot. A singular circumstance is re­
lated in regard to Robertson's death. His 
wife, feeling uneasy that he did not return 
to Stow when expected, sat up waiting for 
him a considerable time, but eventually went 
to bed shortly after midnight. In a little 
while, however, she was startled out of sleep 
by, as she thought, an Imploring cry, twice 
repeated, at the window, of “Mary, Mary.” 
She instantly rose, ran down stair* and out
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Into th« itnot, bat found no one. She felt 
much alarmed, and, though no word of the 
fatal occurrence had reached her, (he took 
the first train next morning to Galashiels, 
aaaured that something dreadful had happen­
ed, and, of couree, found her wont fears 
realised.

Evidence o f Identity.
A remarkable incident occurred in the cir­

cle at the haunted house spoken of In the 
opening pages of this number. As the circle 
was about breaking up, Mrs. C. H. Wildes 
was suddenly controlled as a gentleman 
stepped up to bid her good-bye. The intel­
ligence snatched a bundle of papers from his 
pocket, instantly selected one of several legal 
envelopes, and, although there was nothing 
to distinguish one from the other, said, “in 
this package is a mortgage; I made it; my 
name is John Smith ; you were going this af- 
noon to get an acknowledgement on that, 
but instead of that you came here; I follow­
ed you, for I want my heirs to have their 
own." Here followed some directions con­
cerning the paper. We have substituted the 

' name of “John Smith” in place of the true 
name. We saw the paper taken out of the 
envelope, and there truly enough was writ­
ten the name given by the Intelligence con­
trolling.

In a conversation with the gentleman he 
assured us that the statements made were 
correct. Now can the above facts be ex­
plained by the theories of unconscious cere­
bration, or mind reading, or elementaries, or 
any theory other than that of the spiritual 
philosophy f

Spirit-seeing at Time q f Death.
There is an interesting case of spirit see­

ing at the time of death—a fact so frequeut, 
and now so commonly acknowledged—in the 
Revue Spirite of this month, March, 1878, 
which is made especially striking by the spirit 
presenting himself to bis brother, when sur­
rounded by witnesses; moreover, a telegram 
arrived bringing an account of the death, 
quite unexpectedly, to the same witnesses. 
The event was first published in the Llberte 
Colonials of September last, and was taken 
from a letter seut, apparently from Paris, to 
M. Martinet, at Martinique.

The company of the Theatre Lyrtque were 
rehearsing the opera of the Cle d’Or for the 
last time previous to a first presentation the

same evening. Leon Archard, the tenor, wae
to play the chief character.

Suddenly Archard turned pale, and pieced 
his band before his eyes, crying out, “My 
brother! . . .  My brother P’

The other actors pressed round hies. 
“What is the matter?" said Vixentini, the 
manager. •

Acbard looked fixedly at him, and said, 
“We cannot play to-night”

“You are mad,” said the manager, “ex­
plain yourself.”

“My brother is dead,” said the tenor.
His brother was manager of the Conserva­

toire at Dijon; every one knew Charles Acb­
ard. He was supposed to be in the best 
health. Nevertheless, the singer eoctinned 
to hold his hand before bis eyes.

“I see him r  he said; “it is he indeed I He 
is dead!”

While attempts were being made to bring 
order to the rehearsal, a telegram arrived for 
Leon Archard. It announced the sadden 
death of Charles Archard, manger of the 
Conservatoire at Dijon.

That is the reason why placards wers posted 
up to say there would be no performance that 
eveuiug, on account of indisposition.

Identity q f 8piriU.
The identity of spirits and their spirit mes­

sages is confirmed by a great number of me­
diums and Spiritualists. The Barooeas Ade­
lina Von Vay, Countess Warm brand, writes 
in the L s. 290, “I was one day writing au­
tomatically, under the Influence of my 
guides, when I suddenly felt my arm im­
pelled by a strange and unknown power, and 
the following was written in large letters, ‘I 
am here, Jacob Schooled.’ As I had never 
known any one of that name, and many peo­
ple called Schmied die in a day, 1 suspected 
that I was being Imposed upon, and asked. 
•What Schmied r  ‘I, Jacob Schmied. died 
to-day in Vienna, Hernala, of disease of the 
throat; help me. The day after to-sacrrew 
you will see my death in the newspaper J 
awaited with impatience the day meatiooed, 
and on looking over the list of deaths in that 
day’s paper I found—’Died from disease ef 
the throat in Vienna, Hernala, Jacob 
Schmied.’ .The date of his death was also 
the sams as that of the day on which I receiv­
ed his message. Now, if this was not in­
deed the spirit of Jacob Schmied, I do not 
kuow bow all this could have entered iat 
my brain.
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a**rU Wmrnin# </ D over.
A CMrapoodfiit of the Bonner of Light, 

writing from Georgia, says:—"Dr, Knorr, an 
eminent homeopathic physician, who was for- 
merlr a pupil of Ennemoeer in a German Un­
iversity, had always been a materialist, 

jthough a believer in mesmerism. But his 
fine intellectual and spiritual organisation 
could not test in that, and four years since he 
became interested in Spiritualism through the 
mediumship of Dr. Webster. After the loss 
of a son in the late yellow fever epidemic, he 
began a home circle, at which his dear one 
soon communicated.

A few months ago a conductor on the Cen­
tral Railroad began to be interested, through 
personal affliction and experience, and the 
families united their circles, at which every 
fourth day they receive communications from 
those gone before by table-tipping and rap­
ping. They seem inspired by such earnest, 
loving, devoted interest, that it is a pleasure 
to see them.

Conductor W---- , who is a large, magnetic
man, has had some wonderful escapes from 
sudden death through spirit intervention. 
Twice an overpowering presentiment of dan­
ger caused his precipitate retreat to the rear 
of his train, and twice, immediately after so 
doing, the seat he had just vacated was de­
stroyed by a sudden crash. The third time 
warning came, and understanding now its 
meaning, he stopped his train without any 
other warrant for so doing than that inner 
voice, and hurrying forward on the track he 
met another train coming toward him at full 
speed, which he succeeded in stopping only a 
few rods from his own engine.”

Evidence o f  Identity.
Says John Wetherbee in the Banner of 

Light, “A sew days ago I bad a sitting with 
Mrs. Wildes, 52 Oak street, Boston. I do 
not think she knew me, first, from observa­
tion of her remarks; second, she said she did 
not know me; and third, if she had it would 
have made no difference. The whole sitting 
was interesting and full of tests: name of sis­
ter and a favorite aunt, and a relation with a 
very marked peculiarities also, and many oth­
ers who are often with me, and then she said, 
‘Here is an old man, rather a small man, with 
gray hair; he is no blood relation of yours, 
but a man who likes you very much and has 
business with you.’ I listened without appa­
rently recognizing him, and the entranced,

XU

continuing, said, 'His name is Ralph—Ralph 
Huntington.’ I was very glad, for I was ex­
pecting him, and he saw I was without my 
saying so, and then took possession—that is the 
medium talked in the first person singular, 
and then put her [his] hand into my side 
pocket, took out my pocket-book, and among 
fifty or more different things picked out an 
envelope with contents of a special char­
acter, and which had some bearing in connec­
tion with him as one of my familiars, and 
said that was it, and seemed to know the 
whole story and location of the contents.

I need not go further into particulars. I 
have said thus much to show that this was no 
indefinite interview on Ralph's part, and to 
bring out the point of interest for which I am 
writing this article. Mr. Huntington—that is, 
the spirit—said, ‘John, you were at Maud 
Lord’s circle the other night, and you recog­
nized "me, and heard me whisper, and knew 
what I said,’ repeating it thus, ‘John, keep 
up your courage and we will help you.’ ‘Yes,’ 
said I, there was no mistake about that;’ and 
then Ralph said, ‘and I hare done so, havn’t 
IT which was the fact. It would make an 
unnecessarily long story to go into particu­
lars, but the facts were as he stated.

About a week before this sitting I did go to 
a circle at Maud E. Lord’s. I need not de­
scribe it, for the Banner readers are familiar 
with these circles, only to say this was very 
demonstrative and satisfactory. I had rea­
son to expect the spirit of Mr. Huntington to 
be there, and he was; and recognizing him, 
he manifested it with an accent by forcibly 
patting on the top of my head, and said in an 
audible whisper exactly the words I have 
quoted, and coming a second time, he repeated 
the expression. So it was unmistakable, and 
remembered, it seems, by both of us.”

Mks. Bo w e r s , an actress, now in Califor­
nia, claims that, while sitting at the dinner 
table recently, some one tapped her on the 
shoulder, and a voice said, ‘‘I am J. W. Ro­
ver and have just been hanged at Reno; but 
I am inuocent.” She looked round, but 
could see no one. She soon learned, how­
ever, that Rover had been banged at that 
time. Previously she had not known of his 
existence.

T h e  London Medium and Daybreak, un­
der the head of Historical Controls, is pub­
lishing some Interesting narratives, received 
through mediums.
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General M ention and Gossip.
The Myth of the Immaculate Conception.

BY OKBA.LD MA8HKY.

Spiritualism has d o  Interest in violating 
natural law. Science can accept nothing 
that is in violation of the laws of nature, and 
mythology, when read, will be found stick­
ing as closely to tj>e natural law as the lim­
pet to the rock. But to read those symbols 
as actual facts and direct occurences, implies 
all sorts of violation ot natural law, and myth 
becomes miracle. The miracles of the He­
brews can be shown to be Egyptian myths! 
Because spiritual communication be a fact 
within the sphere of natural law, the immac­
ulate couception is not, therefore, a fact. 
And its mythical, in this instance, solar ori­
gin and meaning, is provable. The only vir­
gin mother who ever bore a child without a 
natural father belongs to the solar allegory. 
I t was not only an Egyptian myth, applying 
to Ta-rut, Uathor, Neith, Isis, in four differ­
ent dynasties of deities, but it was also ap- 
applied to an Egyptian Queen, as the repre­
sentative of the diviue virgin mother. The 
fable was necessitated in consequence of the 
Pharaohs, their consorts and sons, the ' Ke- 
pas, Princes, heirs-apparent being made to 
persouate the solar trinity. And amongst 
the sculptures of Luxor in the temple, chiefly 
built by Ameuhept III. (Memuon), the im­
maculate couception and birth of the mirac- 
lous child is portrayed in a series of scenes. 
Tii, the wife of Amenhept, is depicted with 
her son Rhuen-Aten being incarnated. The 
scenes pictured are those of the annuncia­
tion, the conception, the birth and adoration 
of the Saviour child, Son of the Sun. In the 
first scene, Thoth the Logos—word, male 
niesseuger of the gods—announces the com­
ing birth to the mother. In  the second, 
Kneph (god of breath—Nef is breath) and 
llalhor, the cow-beaded bearer of the suu, 
take the queen by the hand and hold the 
Aukb, symbol of life, to her mouth. This 
is the act of incarnation, which has a visible 
result in the fuller shape of the queen. In 
the next scene the child is born. In the 
fourth, we have the adoration, with three 
human figures kneeling behind the god 
Kueph. These may be seen in Sharpe’s 
Egyptian Mythology and Egyptian Christian­

ity, p. 19. Sharp calls the child Amenhept 
I I I . ; this is is mistake. Queen Til w m  the 
wife of Amenhept III., and mother of Amen­
hept IV. (otherwise Kbruen-Aten).
< After this (and it could be paralleled fifty 

times over in mythology, for I have collected 
the proofs) the reader will understand that 
it is not absolutely imperative for Spiritual­
ists, as such, to go forth to the world, and in 
the name of Spiritualism vouch for the fact 
'that the Creator and Sustainer of the universe 
did actually run the risk of a general miscar­
riage of all things during nioe months of ges­
tation.

Because spirits are asserted to walk and 
talk with man to-day, it does not, therefore, 
follow that the mythical representation of 
the supposed Creator of this universe taking 
shape, and walking and talking with Adam, 
is a spiritual truth or a fact in nature. I t 
can be proved otherwise.

Spiritualists have quite enough to do in 
fighting for the existence of one soul, wheth­
er here or hereafter, and hare no time to lose 
in bickering over cut-and-dried doctrines of 
triplidly or duplicity, or we shall find our* 
selves as impoteutiy entangled in a  net m  
was the Christian theology, with its doctrine 
of a trinity, inherited, but never understood, 
through ignorance of its origin.

Mesmerism.
Adolphe Didier says : Mesmerism was 

first promulgated by Anton Mearner, in 177ft. 
Since his time, so convinced of its truth are 
the medical practitioners of France and Ger­
many, that no leas than lour hundred works 
have been published on the subject. I pos­
sess works in four volumes, published in 
1816, relating cures effected by mesmerism.

Mesmerism is the vital agent itself. God 
has endowed man with the power of curing 
his fellow creatures by imparling some of his 
owu existence, without injury to himself.

A good mesmerist requires a patience 
which is above all trial. He should have an 
unshaken firmness—a devotedness which 
charity alone is capable of inspiring. There 
are two mesmeric processes. The moral pro­
cess is the most esse tia l; it consists of con­
centration and will. The soul Is strong only
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by concentrating Its faculties. The first con­
dition for mesmerising is a strong will, the 
second is confidence, the third is benevo­
lence.

The action of mesmerism Is, in its principle, 
spiritual; but it is physical in Its effects. 
H ie strength of will does not come entirely 
from the head, but chiefly from the heart. 
The mesmeric fluid is only healing when the 
heart is pure and strong in faith.

The mesmeric process which I have em­
ployed is simple. Before mesmerising I iso­
late myself as much as possible. I neither 
see nor hear anything that is passing around 
me. 1 make a mental prayer that God may. 
bless my efforts. My thoughts once fixed, 1 
mesmerise.

M aterialiiing a Storing Machine Stitch.
The R. P. Journal tells a story: A certain 

amiable lady has been for a long time in the 
habit of visiting Baslian and Taylor’s sean­
ces, where she felt that she had the exquisite 
pleasure of seeing and affectionately greeting 
the materialised spirit of a very dear female 
relative. Upon one occasion she requested 
a piece of the drapery of the spirit to tetain 
as a souvenir of these happy reunions; the 
spirit complied with alacrity, and severed a 
piece of the robe, including a portion of the 
hem. The precious relic was carefully pre­
served, and, upon examination and picking 
out the thread, the seam was found to have 
been sewed with a lock-stitch sewing ma­
chine. This circumstance was rather a stun­
ner to some of the family, but tha good old 
lady readily straightened the seeming crook­
edness by explaining that she had been 
taught, that in the spirit world they have ev­
erything as we have here, and, therefore, 
must of necessity have lock-stitch sewing 
machines.

Praying for Rain.
A Bangalore, India, paper says : “Owing 

to the great drought and consequent failure 
of crops, the Mohamedans met in a body, in 
a maidan, a mile out of town, and offered 
prayers for rain. Strange to say, from that 
very moment the sky began to be overcast 
with thick clouds, and It has been raining 
since then.”  The Madras and Bombay pa­
pers also contain notices of a similar tenor. 
Tbe Rev. J . M. Peebles, in a description of 
the ceremonies above alluded to, shows that 
these was a method in their praying.

A n Im partial Opinion.
In May last the Right Honorable W. E. 

Gladstone placed on record In a Liverpool 
Journal, one of the moat impartial and un­
biassed opinions ever uttered by an outsider; 
and from which we extract the following 
words: “ I  know of no rule which forbids a 
Christian to examine into the signs of pre­
ternatural agency in the system called Spir­
itualism. If tbe reviews and facts of the day 
have in any way shaken the standing ground 
of a Christian, is it not his first and most 
obvious duty to make an humble-but search­
ing scrutiny of the foundations? I speak as 
one who is deeply convinced that they will 
bear It, and that God has yet many a fair 
plant to rear in this portion of HU garden.” 
Such are some of the thoughts of the great­
est of living orators and statesman.

Indian Mysticisms.
E. S. G. In an article under the above head 

in the 1. s. 293 says that a practised eye wll 
readily detect the way in which every trick 
is done. The mango tree is simply the sub­
stitution of several trees of different growth 
from the seed. I t  is true that they have no 
confederates, but they have a little bag, a 
peep into which tells the story.

A Flourishing Society.
The society over which Mrs. Cora L. Y. 

Richmond presides in Chicago, has rented 
the Third Unitarian Church, corner of Mon­
roe and Laflin streets, and took possession 
the first Sunday in May. This edifice cost 
originally over forty thousand dollars, and 
contains one of the finest organs in the city. 
I t is a place where all can meet with pleas­
ure. This change of base will mark a new 
era in the progress of Spiritualism in that 
city.

The real Theoeophists date from the year 
XVI or thereabouts, and begin with Paracel- 
us. They are divided into two parte, the one 
more popular and mystic than learned, to 
whom belong J. Boehm, Swedenborg, Mar- 
tines Pasqualis, and St. Martin; the other 
branch is more scientific, philosophical and 
theological and includes Parcelsus, Corne­
lius Agrippa, Fludd, and Yon Helmont.

The may-pole and the church spire with 
the weather-cock atop are the natural hiero­
glyph of tbe resurrection.
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LECTURERS’ AHD MEDIUMS’ NOTES.
M n M. C. Oil« of Byron, Mich., h u  been 

recently developed u  a trance apeaker.
Lou M. Kerns Is giving private seances, as 

well as the public ballot-test in Washington,
D. C., with remarkable success.

Mr. W. Etrlinton says he hopes 10 leave 
Eugland for the Cape of Oood Hope on July
0. He may then proceed to Australia and 
India, returning to England by way of Gib­
raltar.

Andrew Jackson Davis has been lecturing 
In Washington, D. C.

The Revue Splrlteof Pads tells of a family 
at Aniche in the North of France, the father 
of which is a healing medium and the sev­
eral children have different phases of medi- 
umship.

The medium, Mrs. Markee, having been 
fined $50 at Rochester, N. Y., some time ago, 
for not taking out a license as a showman, 
appealed the case, and now, as a finality, the 
Supreme Court has reversed the decision, 
leaving the city with a large bill of costs to 
*ay.

Mrs. Mary J .  Hollis-Billing, the renowned 
spiritual medium, who for the past year has 
beeu a resident of Chicago, where she has 
been bolding seances which have given great 
satisfaction. Is about to take a much needed 
vacation in order to recuperate her failing 
strength. Dr. and Mrs. Billing will sail for 
Europe early in May.

The Brocton, Mass., Advance for April 20 
says: “ Mrs. Kendall, of Boston, held a seance 
at the house of H. F. Bird, on Wednesday 
evening, and though not claiming to rival 
Mrs. Maud E. Lord, she is said to give some 
very satisfactory tests of materialization with­
out the absence of light which is usually de. 
manded. Mrs. Susie Nickerson-White has 
held two test circles here this week at Daniel 
Hayward's and T. C. Prescott’s, both fully 
atteuded.

It  is ssid that Mr. Taylor, now of the 
firm of Bastian A Taylor, was connect­
ed with Harry Gordon some yean ago, and 
only left him just before the overwhelming 
exposure iu New York city, which complete­
ly exploded the shop, and threw Gordon out 
of a profitable business.

▲ co B uss pox dent  In Ireland sends to 
the London Medium a communication re­
ceived from SL Patrick. He denies that he

is a myth, and wonders that tales and leg­
ends are vM  o f him as they are of the
faries and bogies of the island.

________  0

T he  Banner of Light considers the spirit 
message from Minnie Tappen, published In 
the Voice of Angels, to be “truthful as to 
facts and very characteristic.’’

El Cbitebio Eapikitista o f Madrid, 
Spain, says, “They write ns from Zaragoza 
that our brethren there have eared two per­
sons of obsession through the agency of 
Spiritualism , and that to-day they are free 
from any m olestation.”

According to the Annaii deilo Spiritleoso 
of Tnrin, at a seance held at the palace of 
Baron de Bozzi. the table kept time to the 
music of the piano, while a communication 
purporting to be from Lord Byron was writ­
ten through a medium. Being asked why ha 
did not write in bis own language, it imme­
diately wrote, “ I bless the wave that wrench­
ed me from a land of strife, uofrultful land, 
whose only fruits are sorrow and dbappoint- 
m en t”

Mr. pa l . Cambridgeshire, England, sends 
out the story that the departed mother a t a 
child drags him out of bed aleaost nightly, 
and he has to be dressed in thick flannel that 
he may not catch cold. She is said to be 
drawn to him by strong affection.

A litlle girl in St. Louis, according to the 
Dispatch of that city, la said to have foretold 
the time of her death, claim ing that her deed 
father hsd come and told her that she should 
be-relieved of her sufferings at the tim e 
named.

Dr. A. H. Richardson announces hla ninth  
annual camp-meeting at Highland Lake
Grove, Norfolk, Maes., commencing July 21 
and cliaing Aug. 5. This makes the third 
Spiritualist camp-meeting to be held this 
year.

Nature has inclined us te  i>-«e men; and 
th is is the foundation of the law.—O cbbo , 
fie  Ltgibma 1. 15.

The Illumines were persons who bettered 
themselves to have received the light of truth 
direct from above, i. e ., the redsctloa of A- 
vine wisdom. The roe* of this belief may be 
found in India among the Brahmins and others. 
We find the /adieu Gaoertrisme revived by 
Boehm, about the year 1T0Q, and again In
m i y
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A new spiritualistic journal is to be issued 
at the Hague, to be edited by Mme. Van Cal- 
dar. a* be called the Op de Grenzen ran tavee 
Wereiden.

Mr. E. Rossi de Justiniani, of Smyrna, 
Asia Minor, has just published a pamphlet 
called the “ Demon of Socrates.’’

Among the later works in connection with 
Spiritualism are Les Dogmes Nouveaux, by 
Eugene Nus: 'L ’ange Consolateur, by M. 
Marchal; La Vision Du Prophete, by Mikael, 
and in the German language, Des Klerrikal- 
ismus, Unfeklbare, Ueberwinderin, which 
has for its object the refutation of all the 
errors spread abroad respecting Spiritualism.

The Italian spiritualistic journal Annali 
Dello Spiiilismo of Turin, has entered upon 
its fifteenth year. The Spanish journal, El 
Criterio Espiritista of Madrid commences its 
tenth year. ------

Theoeophists and theosophy and the repre­
sen tativr* of the Theoeophical Society of New 
York are the subjects of sharp criticisms and 
endorsements in the I»ndon Spiritualist dur­
ing the past month.

The Academic Pnenmatologique of Flor­
ence has published a volume of transactions, 
containing reports of discussion meetings con­
vened by the Baron Guittera da Bozzi.

The Revue speaks of a new journal found­
ed at Guadalajara, Mexico, entitled La Dis- 
fusion, and of a society at Santiago, Chili, 
which issues a monthly review.

Ix  consequence of the death of Dr. Dupuis, 
the founder of the Galilfen at Ostende, and a 
most active worker in the cause in Belgium, 
a fusion of this and Le Chercheur of Liege, 
has taken place, under the title of the Revue 
Beige du Spiritisme.

Ax important announcement comes from 
Mr. Pidrart, who edited the Revue Spiritual- 
iste from the year 1858 to the year 1869, the 
work of which be virtually continued in the 
Condie de ia Libre Pensle. Three years ago 
this was suppressed by the French Gov­
ernment ; and the first proofs of another work 
by Pidrart were seized while passing through

the post. AH attempts to gain an explanation 
or to obtain redress were useless. M. Pidrat 
then sent an account of these arbitrary pro­
ceedings on the part of the Government to 
the principal Republican journals. Not one 
insetted it. He has now resolved to bring 
out his journal under a new name, not calcu­
lated to excite suspicion. It is to be called 
Le Benediction de Saint-Maur, and will be in 
the same form os the Revue Spiritualise.

A new magazine comes to hand from Leige, 
Belgium. It is called the Revue Beige du 
Spiritisme, Is the fusiou of the Galileen and 
the Chercheur, and is to be published 
monthly.

Eliza Van Calcar, a standard bearer of 
Spiritualism in Holland, is about to pub­
lish a paper in the interest of spiritual pro­
gress.

From Houghton, Osgood & Co., Boston.
Mass.

K e k a m o s ; The new volume of Longfellow's 
poems, just published by Houghton, Osgood 
A Co., contains K e k a m o s , which ranks with 
the best and most popular of bis longer 
poems, and gives title to the volume; and all 
of his later poems and sonnets, many of them 
already known through the magazines and 
newspapers, and heartily welcome in the 
more permanent ami convenient book form. 
Among the “ Birds of Passage.” as Mr. Long­
fellow calls his shorter poems, are “ The 
Herons of Elmwood,” an affectionate poem 
to Mr. Lowell; the striking “ Dutch Piciure;” 
“ The Ballad of the French Fleet,” in which 
the Rev. Mr. Prince of the Old South tells of 
the tempestuous answer to his patriotic 
prayer in October, 1746; and the charming 
poem which relates “ The Leap of Roushan 
Beg.” There are also nineteen sonnets, in­
cluding one of singular beauty to Parker 
Cleaveland, and one called “The Broken 
Oar;”  translations from Virgil, Ovid, aud 
concluding with seven sonnets and a canzone 
from the Italic of Michael Angelo. I t  is a 
delightful volume, either to be read at a sit­
ting, or to be turned to time aud agaiu.

T he Bible that was written many years 
ago, told one fact, that nations will be con­
verted in a day; if they see their friends, and • 
know that they have returned from the spirit 
world, could they resist conversion a dayf 
Not That is a prediction to be literally veri­
fied. —(Spirit James Nolan, r. p. j. apr 90. •
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A new  sp iritualistic  jou rnal is to  ho issued 
at th e  H ague, to  bo edited by Mint*. V an Gai­
dar, robe called the  Op tie U re n ie n  van tavoe 
Wti th h a .

Mr. F_ Rossi de Ju stin ian i. o f Sm yrna, 
Asia M inor, has ju s t published a pam phlet 
called the ‘•Demon of S ocrates.”

A m ong the la ter w orks in connection w ith 
Spiritualism  are Les Dogiues X o ureaux . by 
.Eugene X u s: L 'ange C unsolateur, by M. 
M archal; Da V i'ion  l)u  P ropheto , by Mikael, 
and iu the G erm an language, Pe» K lerrikal- 
ism us, I'nfelilbiare, U eben rinderin , which 
has for its object the  refu tation  of all the 
errors spread abroad respecting Spiritualism .

T he Italian sp iritualistic jo u rn a l A nnuli 
Iv ilo  S piiitism o of T u rin , has en tered  upon 
its fifteenth year. T he Spanish jou rnal, El 
C riterio  E sp iritista  of Madrid com m ences its 
te n th  year. - — -

Theosophist* and theosophy and the repre- 
son 'atives of the  Theosophical Society of New 
Y ork are the subjects o f sharp  criticism s and 
endorsem ents in  the l» u d o n  S piritualist d u r­
ing the i>a»t m onth .

Tlie Academic Pncum atologique of Flor­
ence lias published a volume of transactions, 
containing reports of discussion meetings con­
vened by the Duron G uittera da Bozzi.

T h e  Revue speaks of a new journal found­
ed a t G uadalajara. Mexico, entitled I .a Dis- 
cusion. and of a society a t Santiago, Chili, 
which issues a m onthly review.

Ix  consequence of the death  of Dr. Dupuis, 
tlie found, r of the Galilecn a t Ostende, and a 
most active w orker in the  cause in Belgium, 
a fusion of this and Lc C hercheur of Liege, 
lias taken place, under the title of the Kcvue 
Beige du .Spiritism.-.

A x  im portant announcem ent comes from 
Mr. P ierart, who edited the Kevue Spiritual- 
iste from the year Jho8 to the y ea r  Is.in, the 
work of which he virtually continued in the 
Coacile de la Libre Pcnsee. Three years ago 
this was suppressed by the French Gov­
ernm ent; and the first proofs of another work 
by P ierart were seized while passing through

the post. All attem pts to gain an explanation 
or to  obtain redress were useless, M. Pi.'rnt 
then sent an account of these a rb itra ry  pro­
ceedings on the part of the Governm ent to 
tlie principal Republican journals. Not one 
insetted  it. He has now resolved to  bring 

' out his journal under a new nam e, not ca lcu ­
lated to excite suspicion. It is to be called
I.e Benediction de Saint-M aur. and will be in 
the  sam e form as the Kcvue S piritualiste .

A new  m agazine comes to h an d  from  I.eige, 
Belgium . I t is called the  Kevue Beige du 
Splritism e, is the fusion of the  G alileen and 
the  ( ’hercheur, and  is to be published 
m onthly.

Eliza V an  C alcar, a standard  bearer of 
S piritualism  in H olland, is abou t to  pub­
lish a pajier iu th e  in te rest of sp iritua l pro­
gress.

From  H oughton, Osgood &. Co., Boston.
Mass.

K k k a m o s ; T h e new volume of Longfellow’s 
poems, ju s t  published by H oughton, Osg.iod 
A Co., con ta ins K k k a m o s , w hich ranks with 
the best and m ost popular of h is longer 
]MM-tns, and gives title to  the  vo lum e; and all 
of h is la te r poems and sonnets, m any of them  
already know n through  the  m agazines and 
new spapers, and heartily  welcome iu the 
m ore perm anen t and convenien t Imok form . 
Among the “ Birds of Passage.”  as Mr. L ong­
fellow calls his shorter poems, are " T h e  
H erons of Elm wood,”  an affectionate p<tciu 
to  Mr. Low ell; th e s tr ik in g  “ D utch P ic iu re ;”  
•‘T h e  Ballad of th e  F rench  F lee t,”  in which 
the Kev. Mr. P rince of the Old S ou th  tells of 
the  tem |>estuous answ er to  his patrio tic 
p rayer iu O ctober, 174*i; and the  charm ing  
poem which relates “ T h e  L eap  of Uou.-han 
Beg.”  T here are also n ineteen  sonnets, in ­
cluding one of singular beauty  to  P ark er 
Cleaveland, and one called “ T he Broken 
O a r;”  translations from  V irgil, Ovid, and 
concluding w ith seven sonnets and a canzone 
from  the Italic of M ichael Angelo. I t  is a 
delightful volume, e ither to  he read a t  a sit­
ting, o r to  be tu rned  to  tim e and agaiu.

T h e  Bible th a t was w ritten  m any years 
ago, told one fact, th a t  n a tions will he co n ­
verted in a d ay ; if they see th e ir  friends, and 
know th a t they have re tu rned  from the spirit 
world, could they resist conversion a d ay ?  
No! T h a t is a prediction to  he literally veri­
fied.— | .Spirit Jam es N olan, r. p. j . ap r 20.
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T O  A D V E R T IS E R S
Intelligent and cautious advertisers, who 

Wish to spend their mousy judiciously, will 

do well to examine this magaaiae,

S P I R I T U A L  S C I E N T I S T .
remembering that it is not of the ephemeral 
order and aaoa thrown aside, but is rood and 
referred to constantly.

I t  is the only work of the kind published, 
and is now in its seventh volume. Consider­
ing that ita circulation is among the most 
intelligent and wealthy, it is one of the very
best paying places to r  first-class ad­
vertising
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Thk SvrwrrCAL Scientist Im o tiM p iM l to take the place of any Journal, but la 

rather supplementary to them all. It la universally popular for It oommenda Itself al 

a fiance.
It will be found, by any person who undertakes It, that It la a comparatively easy 

m a tte r  after showing the SnnrruA L  S c i e n t i s t , either to acquaintances or strangers 

and explaining its peculiarly attractive and interesting features, to obtain their names as 

yearly subscribers. They will be glad to have their attention drawn to a publication 

that makes a record of ail the important events constantly occurring in every part of 
the world in connection with modern Spiritualism, and which preserves all that is re­

markably interesting.

Those who would be willing to engage in this easy pursuit will be amply repaid for the 

experiment as it requires no capital or outlay. For terms which are favorable, ad­

dress at once. S p i r i t  c a l  S c i e n t i s t . Boston,Mass.
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