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The Spiritual  Scientmt U not tloaigniHl to Uk« the place of any journal, but U
i

lather supplementary to them all. I t  i t  universally popular for It oomraenda Itaelf at 
a glance.

It will be fouud, by auy person who undertakes It, that it Is a comparatively easy 

matter after showlug the Spiritual  Scientist, either to acquaintances or strangers 

and explaining its peculiarly attractive and luteresting features, to obtain their names as 
jearly subscribers. They will be glad to have their atteution drawn to a publication 
that makes a record of all the important eveuts constantly occurring In every part of 

the world in connection with modern Spiritualism, and which preserves all that Is re 
mark ably interesting.

Those who would be willing to engage In this easy pursuit will be amply repaid for the 

experiment as it requires r.o capital or outlay. For terms which are favorable, a«l- 
drees at once. S p i r i t u a l  S c i e n t i s t . Bo#Von,Mass.
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FORM MANIFESTATIONS IN ROCHESTER, N. II., l T. S A. TIIE MEDIUM

IN SIGHT AND TIED. FORMS WEIGHED.
%

T IIK  EDITOR* ti E X P E R IE N C E .

O ur experience a t Rochester, N. II., w ith  
the  form  m anifestation* of Mr*. Jo h n  U. Bick­
ering  has awakened m uch im ere-t. if we may 
judge from  the  le tte rs  we have received, and 
the  conversations we have had w ith S p irit­
ualist* since it was published in the M arch 
num ber of the Spiritual Scientist.

A m ong those w ho have been there, we find 
very generally an agreem ent th a t confederates 
do n o t take p a rt in w hatever occurs. Upon 
the question of an agency independen t o f the 
m edium  being at work, a* th e  cause produc­
ing the  m anifesta tions, th e re  are some who 
unhesita ting ly  declare th a t it is Mrs. P icker­
ing personating  th e  form s, w hile o thers are 
sure tha t it is simply im possible for h e r  to  do 
«o. One gentlem an says the  tall form s are 
caused by h er standing  on tip-t< e, w bile o the r 
effects are produced by m asks ami concealed 
costumes. A party  of fifteen, beaded by an 
ex-M ayor of Lowell, now a resident physi­
cian in Boston, sign a certificate to  the  etTect 
tha t 20 form s were seen and m any of them  
recognized, w hile th e  low er portion of the 
medium  was hi sight the whole tim e, only 
her face and form  to the  w aist being covered 
with a com m on lace cu rta in . F u rtherm ore , 
that she was secured from  liegiiinlng to  the 
end of th e  seance by a cord to  a m antel, six 
feet d is tan t. A party  from G eorgetown had  
a sim ilar experience un d er th e  sam e condi­
tions. Several gentlem an, whose nam es are 
familiar as Boston S p iritualists, on a subse­
quent evening were m uch dissatisfied, one of

whom is said to  have expressed him self that
“ he had seen lie tter frauds th a n  th a t .”  Tw o 
evening* fol'ow ing th is  th e  whole circle 
placed them selves on record »« well pleased 
and thoroughly  satisfied, a  phy»ic:an  speak­
ing in L atin  to  a form  w hich purported  to  
have been a physic ian , and receiving in reply  
a laugh th a t indicated he recoguiieri the  
m eaning  p f  the fo rm u la  W e h a re  m ore 
fully noted some of these experience* iu ou r 
departm en t fo r form  m anifestations. T he 
above adverse criticism s are m entioned for 
the  reason th a t we seek to  give o u r readers 
the ip s ,  and try  to  m ake the S piritual Sci­
entist an im partial ex p o n en t of the  view* 
and op in ions of in te lligen t S p iritualists.

I t  is certain  th a t the in te rest increase*, and 
th a t th e  line is being sharp ly  draw n. O u th e  
one side, those who believe it  to  be trickery ; 
on the  o th e r, those who see in M rs . Bicker­
ing one of the few m edium s iu  U nited  Stale* 
who can produce, u n d e r sa tisfactory  condi­
tions, genuine form  m anifestation*. Evi­
dence m ay change the  opinions of th e  fo r­
m er; bu t am ong the  U tte r are m any who are 
firm  in asserting th a t w liat they  have seen 
w ere no t personations of Mr*, lackering . In  
th e  m ean tim e, investigators w ho have a  rela­
tion to  the public, by reason of publishing 
w hat they  see, should have iu tuind the.ob- 
jections and  causes of com plain t of those 
who have been d i*  atistied. and see how far 
they are sustained  v>r set aside by positive 
and  exact obscrv alion  and exauiiualiou .
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FORM MANIFESTATIONS IN ROCHESTER, N. H., U. 8 A. THE MEDIUM 

IN  SIGHT AND TIED. FORMS WEIGHED.

THE EDITO B'8 EX PER IEN C E.

Our experience at Rochester, N. H., with 
the form manifestation* of Mrs. John R. Pick­
ering has awakened much interest, if we may 
judge from the letters we have received, and 
the conversations we have had with Spirit­
ualists since it was published iu the March 
number of the Spiritual Scientist.

Among those who have been there, we find 
very generally an agreement that confederates 
do not take part in whatever occurs. Upon 
the question of an agency independent of the 
medium being at work, as the cause produc­
ing the manifestations, there are some who 
unhesitatingly declare that it is Mrs. Picker­
ing personating the forms, while others are 
sure that it is simply impossible for her to do 
so. One gentleman says the tall forms are 
caused by her standing on tlp-tce, while other 
effects are produced by masks and concealed 
costumes. A party of fifteen, headed by an 
ex-Mayor of Lowell, now a resident physi­
cian in Boston, sign a certificate to the effect 
that 20 forms were seen and many of them 
recognized, while the lower portion of the 
medium was in sight the whole time, only 
her face and form to the waist being covered 
with a common lace curtain. Furthermore, 
that she was secured from beginning to the 
end of the seance by a cord to a mantel, six 
feet d istan t A party from Georgetown had 
a similar experience under the same condi­
tions. Several gentleman, whose names are 
familiar as Boston Spiritualist*, on a subse­
quent evening were much dissatisfied, one of

whom is said to have expressed himself that 
“he had seen better fraud* than th a t”  Two 
evenings following this the whole circle 
placed themselves on record as well pleased 
and thoroughly satisfied, a physician speak­
ing in Latin to a form which purported to 
have been a physician, and receiving in reply 
a laugh that indicated he recognized the 
meaning p i the formula. We have mom 
fully noted some of these experiences iu our 
department for form manifestations. The 
above adverse criticisms are mentioned for 
the reason that we seek to give our readers 
the news, and try to make the Spiritual Sci­
entist an Impartial exponent of the views 
and opinions of intelligent Spiritualists.

It is certain that the interest increases, and 
that the line is being sharply drawn. On the 
one side, those who believe it to be trickery 
ou the other, those who see in Mrs. Picker­
ing one of the few mediums in United States 
who can produce, under satisfactory condi­
tions, genuine form manifestations. Evi­
dence may change the opinions of the for­
mer; but among the latter are many who are 
firm in asserting that what they have seen 
were not personations of Mrs. Pickering. In  
the meantime, investigators who have a  rela­
tion to the public, by reason of publishing 
what they see, should have in mind the.ob­
jections and caq*es of complaint of those 
who have been aUsatisfied, and see bow far 
they are sustained or set aside by positive 
and exact observation and <
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Ws have found Mr*, Pickering to be always 
ready to enter fully into the spirit of any ex­
periment we bare suggested or attempted to 
carry out. That she is as successful as 
she has been we wonder; for we do not hesi­
tate to say that Mr*. Pickering's surround­
ings in Rochester are not what they should 
be, for a sensitise. Unless they are changed, 
and that speedily, her power will be greatly 
weakened. The influences surrounding a 
medium will determine the character of the 
manifestations. When Inharmony attracts, 
as it surely will, careless, unprogressed and 
malicious spirits, then, if the medium stands 
as prominently before the public as Mrs. 
Pickering does, Spiritualism may have to 
suffer for a time from the results.

Desiring to witness what would occur if a 
circle were present without the inner circle, 
as it is called, which it may be hire observed 
has changed its make-up within a few 
months, we wrote Mr. and Mrs. Picketing 
and obtained a favorable answer. Therefore, 
on Monday evening, a party consisting of 
H. S. Williams, president of Onset Bay As­
sociation, and George Hosmer, vice-president 
of the same, Dr. Beron of Salem, and three 
ladies arrived in Rochester. We recommend 
investigators who go there to Dodge’s hotel; 
not that we are under the slightest obligation 
to do so other than the fact that it is as cosey 
a hotel as we ever care to find,’and with 
abundance of everything neeesShry for com­
fort. I t  is in striking contrast to the old 
quarters at the Eddy’s, Chittendon, V t

Mrs. Pickering was not in good health. 
Her mental condition seemed greatly changed 
since our last meeting. She soon felt ac­
quainted with the whole party. M. II. 
Fletcher and wife of Westford, and Mr. 
Wentworth and wife, who were known to us 
were also present.

We had obtained a platform scale and it 
was placed near the cabinet and where Mrs. 
Pickering was to sit. We thought it poesible 
to get the weight of some of the forms.

A t the seance, which was described last 
month, Mrs. Pickering was in the cabinet, 
the curtains concealing her from constant 
view, although thirteen persons gave me their 
testimony that she was seen at the same time 
that a form was visible on three different oc­
casions. Therefore, on this evening she sat 
outside of this cabinet, her face and form 
to the waist being covered with a white lace 
curtain, on one portion of which was a piece

of black, covering and more completely con­
cealing the face. The lower portion of her 
dress was in full view. The cabluet referred 
to was formed by inclosing, with a black vel­
vet curtain, two sides of one comer of a 
room. Either one of these sides was a dead 
wall, three feet wide and seven feet high. 
The walls above this height, and also the 
ceiling of the room, were not concealed from 
view. The chair occupied by Mrs. Picker­
ing was placed by the side of-and adjacent to 
the velvet curtain; on the same hoop from 
which this curtain was suspended hung also 
the lace curtain that covered her face.

As the medium took her seat I produced a  
white tape, passed it around her waist and 
tied a square knot, making a belt; the two 
ends were brought outside the lace curtain 
that covered her waist, carried through the 
bracket of a mantel piece, and there tied. 
A measurement of the tape from the bracket 
to the medium’s waist shows the distance 
to have been four feet and three inches. 
I t  was not left slack, but drawn taut 
through the bracket, where it was secured. 
Here it was within from four to five feet of 
my eyes during the evening, and the medium 
was about eight feet distant.

I  chose a position on the side of the circle, 
rather than in the centre, where I  sat during 
the other seance, to ascertain bow the forms 
might appear from that angle of vision. The 
scale was in front of me, the beam being near 
the chair.

-t- -lif/ht
cur-/ chimney

tain/ medium
/  scales

o o o o 
o o

The above diagram gives an idea of the 
relative position of the medium and circle. 
The light was in the alcove made by the 
chimney.

At 8.30 the circle was seated. Three of 
the party fixed their eyes on the dress of the 
medium to see if the slightest movement 
could be detected up to the time of the ap­
pearance of the forms. She wore a black 
dress, buttoued up in front, not behind. The 
conditions were new and the manifestations 
did not commence as promptly as usual. The
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movement of the medium’s hand in front of 
the curtain, frequent exclamations of “Oh 
deart”  or sighs and deep breathing, occupied 
the time for 20 minutes. There was then a 
change In the circle, one of the gentleman 
moving near the cabinet. Raps asked for a 
slate, and one with a pencil having been slid 
into the cabinet, it was instantly written 
upon by some one inside, and, in less than a 
minute, thrown out. The writing was to the 
effect that the medium had very little 
strength and needed friends.

Up to 0.20 only three forms had been 
shown, and these were indistinct and re* 
mained but a short time.

At 9.23 a young lady form, taller than that 
of the medium, made its appearance. I t  was 
enveloped In white, the face not very distinct, 
although it advanced to the gentleman and 
lady at my left, both of whom asked if it 
knew them and it nodded assent. I t retired 
and made another appearance, this time the 
features were more distinct, eliciting from 
the gentleman the remark, “ that acta just as 
Lizzie did.” I t kissed its hand twice, wav­
ing it to them and retired. The kisses were 
decidedly natural and could have been beard 
in any part of the room.

The moment It bad retired the medium 
coughed; iu fact her voice was frequently 
heard at intervals during the evening. 

v At 9.30 the hands of the medium were in 
front of the lace curtain.

At 9.83 the form of an Indian girl, dark 
face, wearing white mantle with red border 
over its shoulders, and drab dress trimmed 
with red, jumped from behind the curtain* 
It carried in its hand some long feathers, 
with which she occasionally switched some 
member of the circle in the face, and finally 
drifted around and inspect the scales. When 
asked to step upon them it nodded assent, 
retired into the cabinet, reappeared, and four 
times attempted it. The fifth time, while 
it was there, I  attempted to catch the 
weight, after receiving a switch in the face 
from the feathers, and got 80 pounds, then 
75, then 90, it being a varying, quick weight, 
as though ouly a portion of the form was up­
on them.

Several points of a nature similar to this I 
checked in my note book during the eveuiug 
as suspicious, but subsequent events over­
ruled them. I  feel conscientiously bound to 
record these little matters, for they may be 
of Interest in the future to either weaken or

strengthen what may be then recorded. Pre­
cisely the same effect might have been censed
by a person placing one foot upon the seels 
and bearing It down. I t  might ha vs been 
caused by the varying weight of whatever
the form was composed. I note the fact.

At 9.48 a tall form, dark hair and mous­
tache, clothed in a white shirt and panta­
loons, parted the curtains. I t  whispered 
several times, “ st-s,”  or ss near as these com­
binations will express the sound, and pointed 
to a gentleman near me. He asked if the 
name was Stetson, and received by a  nod, 
the informotiou that it eras. Also, In the 
same manner, that it was his brother-in-law 
Charles. “ Were you drownedT ' be asked, 
and raps said "Ho.”  “ Did you die on the 
water?'’ and the raps came “ Tea,”  which 
the gentleman said was correct,* his brother- 
in-law dying by heart disease while bathing. 
I t appeared twice. The gentleman said the 
features were not correct; bat the shape of 
the form and information given was quits 
accurate.

At 9.50 a lady form whispered “ Mary.” 
A member of the circle said, “ If it is Pn- 
melia, come with a star.”  The form cams 
out dressed in white, a  band around the 
waist; from the shoulders down was wreathed 
in white lace. On the head was a white 
crescent, probably an imitation of flowers, 
and on the forehead a golden star, about an 
inch in size. This also gave audible kisses 
on retiring.

At 9.58 a very tall female form came ou L 
Two sheets, one wrapped under the shoulders 
and dropping to tne floor, and another cov­
ering the shoulders, would create about the 
same effect. As it stepped back it pointed to 
a gentleman fell against the wall of the room 
behind the cabinet. Instantly, appearing 
again, be asked, “ Is It for me?” and it whis­
pered, “Sister,” and retired. The gentle­
man told me after the seance that there was 
a resemblance.

At 10 05 I heard the medium’s cough, saw 
the bands, and again fixed my atientlou in 
that direction.

At 10.06 a face showed at the cabinet.
At 10.10 a form stepped o u t  I t  had light 

hair, slightly curling, the features not vary 
distinct. I t  wore vest and paataleooa. 
Pointing to me, I saw in U a resemblance to 
a cousin, and askes, “ Is it a cousin P* I t  
nodded “ Tee,” and retired. While It was 
behind the curtain I said, “ Was that realty
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George?”  The rap# came loud clear, “ No,” 
This was quite correct- 1 had purposely 
given the wrong name as an experiment, 
“ I* it Oua?” I asked, and the raps came, 
“Tee,” and after it a succession of loud 
rape.

At 10.13 a little bundle, intended, probably, 
to represent a child, was shown, and drawn 
back.

At 10.14 the “ big Indian” made bis appear 
a nee, wearing pantaloons and jacket of a dark 
red, a nondescript cap, with feathers, pro­
miscuous stripes, Indian hair.-and a clearly 
dark face. lie  caine to the scales and stood 
upon them and I got 100 pounds. He ap­
parently would weigh 200, but didn’t. I 
noticed be leaned on a chair, and asked him 
to stand firm. It made 12 pounds difference, 
noting 112.* He was out nearly two min­
utes.

At 10.30 there came a form who is said to 
hare been often to the circle; at 10.35 and 
10.37 she came again. She also wore white 
and lace; she carried a white flag. The staff 
was quite large for a small lace flag. When 
asked to be weighed she said, “ I'll try,”  in a 
whisper. She was upon them full, and clear 
from any support. I t weighed but 72 pounds. 
I  asked the gentleman whose daughter she 
purported to be, how much she weighed in 
earth life; he replied “ 118 pounds.” This 
weight was entirely different from that ob­
tained when the Indian girl form was there. 
It was steady, eren and balanced at the point 
indicated. I note this fact also, as readily as 
the former.

At 10.40 a man form was recognized by a 
lady who submitted several names, but re­
ceived raps for “ Yes” on the word “ Blake.” 
He came twice and a third time showed his 
hea l at the cabinet window, that she might 
see it was curly. When asked to be weighed 
he turned his head and with a decided ges­
ture of the whole form, even to the head, 
said in a distinct whisper “ No Sir.”

At 10.50 the curtain parted and showed to 
me a female form with two other forms that 
represented children, one about two years’ 
height, the other, perhaps, four or five. The 
circle in the centre all said that they saw 
three forms beside the tall one, I could not 
do so, because I sat on the side, and one was 
bidden, if there, by the curtain. Several 
times the curtains were parted, and the light 
was fair. The tall form stooped down, and 
endeavored to lift up the curtain from the

bottom, but seemingly the medium’s chair 
was upon it and prevented.

At 11.12 a slate was written upon. It was 
to the effect that they were discouraged about 
their medium. When asked if the testa had 
tired her, or if she objected to tests, the reply 
came, “ It is according to who tests her.”

The eyes of three of my party, as I find 
by comparing notes, were from Uiis time 
fixed upon the dress and chair of Mrs. Pick­
ering, but no movement was discovered that 
would arouse suspicion. If it was the me­
dium who had by some process became re­
leased from the dress and tape to personate 
the forms, she made no motion that they 
could detect in getting back into her dress, 
or in arranging her neck chain and jewelry.

At 11.30, or about twelve or fifteen min­
utes after, movements had ceased in the cab­
inet. I examined the tapes, and asked others 
to do so. They were still tied. I cut the tape 
at the waist, and again cut half way from 
the bracket, thus preserving the knots. I 
have it in my possession. When Mrs. 
Pickering had partially recovered from the 
trance 1 got her weight at 122 pounds. Fif­
teen minutes later, when she had fully re­
covered, I asked her to again stand upon them, 
as I desired to be sure of her weight. She 
then weighed 120 pounds. During this time 
she had not left the room or been out of the 
sight of the party. The recognized forms 
were those shown to members of my party 
mentioned as going from Boston and Salem. 
The other two ladies and gentlemeu also rec­
ognized about one apiece. Four of the gen­
tlemen also recognized about one apiece. 
Four of the gentlemen of my party, and two 
of the ladies, as will be seen above, obtained 
the tests there recorded. Mrs. Fletcher rec­
ognized the Indian form as her guide “ bright 
eyes” and said it came in fulfilment of a 
promise.

The seance was creditable to Mrs. Picker­
ing. Yet it is by no means what she can do 
under proper conditions—that is when she 
herself feels well both bodily and mentally, 
and sils with a harmonious circle. It should 
be mentioned also that Mrs. Pokering 
evinced a perfect willingness to be examined 
after the seance, but none of the ladies of 
the party would do so. They claimed that 
she had sat under conditions that would ren­
der it unnecessary.

P u ta a s  renew your subscribtion, if due.
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B T  J.  W. M A C K ir .

ftn eh  b* Ih y  p o r t io n  I th e  b its*  to  lo o k
W lih  a  m w i M  r p lr lt , th rou ((h  N a tu r e '*  b o o k .
B y  fo u n t , b y  fo ro r t, b y  r lr c r 'e  lin e .
T o  t r s r k  th r  p a th  o f  lo v e  d iv in e ;
T o  road  lie  d i-rp  m ea n ln R e— to  e r e  a n d  b e a r  
O o d  In e a r th ’e g a r d e n —a n d  n o t  t o  fra r .

— M a e .  H E M A it e .

L e t  m e . th e n — le t  m e d rea m  
T h a t  lo v e  g o r e  w ith  u e  to  th e  c h o r e  u n k n o w n ;

S o  o ’e r  Ite b u r n in g  tea re  a  h< a v e n ly  g le a m  
In  m e r c y  e h a ll  b e  s h o w n  I—l a m .

Because the church hae ever been the sys- 
tematic and ever constant enemy of Inde­
pendent thought, so thinker*—free thinker* 
—have learned to hate the church and its 
teachings, and this ha* been more marked 
since the great schism in the church which 
defied and denied the authority of the Pope 
and the Church of Rome. Then modem 
thinkers enjoyed the first fruit* of mental 
liberty, an enjoyment embittered by the dis­
covery that Protestantism like all theocracies, 
even In their mildest form, was as tyrannical 
as their older enemy, and was as much op­
posed to freedom of thought or the right to 
differ in opfnion. But the flood gate* of 
thought opened by Luther could not be shut 
again even at hi* bidding. Not even the 
burning of Servetus, the banishment of Pu­
ritans and Quakers, the persecution of Pres­
byterian Covenanters, the burning of witches 
or the ostracism of infidels could stay the 
progress of thought; nor create a love for the 
church in dissenter*.

The private interpretation of the Bible was 
claimed as the right of every man, which was 
followed by another claim still more auda­
cious, the right to criticise the authority of 
the Bible; and voices were heard here and 
there and everywhere disputing its right to 
rule over them, and denounced it as the Pope 
of Protestantism—as a dead letter from which 
the living spirit had long since departed. The 
immortality of the soul was questioned and 
its very existence made a question of debate 
till it settled into the position of one of the 
indemonstrable theories of the past, upon 
which men had dogmatised, but never proved. 
It passed current only as a fashionable faith.

Onward marched the iconoclastic move­
ment, and from Deists men became Atheists, 
slid questioned the possibility of creation, the 
existence of Ood, and all the invisible force* 
known as angels, demons, spirits and souls. 
Not because these brave pioneers of Inde­

pendent thought, science and liberty, d is'iked 
the idea of immortal individuality, the guard­
ianship of a Universal Father, or the com­
panionship of the spirit* of just men made 
perfect, but because they bated tyranny, ig­
norance and superstition and because men's 
ideas regarding Ood and the condition 
of man after death were the instruments 
In the hands of tbs church to make 
men subservient to whatever was de­
manded at them by it; therefore, these idee* 
were attacked, thinking that if the founda­
tions were shaken, the superstructure, the 
bastile of theology, might faiL

While philosophy was thus criticising, de­
listing and contending for liberty to do so, 
another force was in operation, not with the 
defiant mien and iconoclastic posture of free 
thinking philosophy, but quietly, earnestly, 
peneveringly laboring to construct, while 
philosophy destroyed, experimenting instead 
of speculating, laying foundations deep and 
wide for its co-operator philosophy to build 
upon. Science conceived by the power of the 
Moorish invaders, born with the printing 
press and springing into being with the tele­
scope, this twin-brother at philosophy, 
laughed at the command of Joshua, and set 
this world of ours in motion, and drmoss- 
strated it to be ooe, and a liuie ooe. of a  
family of worlds circling in harmony and 
unity of motion aronnd the great Father at 
Lights, in whom there is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning. Without attack­
ing the Moeiac cosmography, it constructed 
one of its own, and geology came into being, 
leaving theologians to teach and discuss the 
golden age of innocence of prim  %t man his 
formation from dust, his fail and redemption, 
it developed paleontology, and threw into the 
shade the Moeiac fables, and as the develop­
ment theory, Darwinism and evolution be­
came popular, theology came down upon 
them haring great wrath, because she knew 
she had but a short time. Yet science started 
not, but permitted theology to adopt soeatiAc 
discoveries, to become the assumed patron of 
science, and indulge the harmless fancy that 
she was its mother. Science heeded her not. 
but ven t on deraonstratihg the indestructi­
bility Of matter and its inherent force*, the 
immortality in essence of whatever sxtsta, 
and the immutability of law.
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WUI* philosophy w m  recording her victo­
ries over dogma, creed and superstitious fa ith ; 
while science, supported by philosophy, was 
supplanting theology and forcing the church 
to drift from her ancient moorings; while 
the church in her dotage imagined that to 
her the world was indebted for civilisation 
and progress, and assimilating modem 
thought so thoroughly tliat there existed a 
probability that materialism in canonicals 
would become the church of the future, 
another factor in the grand battle field of 
liberty and thought was silently growing and 
training for tbe gladiatorial tournament.

Religion entered the field against the 
Church; like the warm cheering rays of the 
sun it penetrated the heart of man and love 
like a beautiful flower grew upon his bosom. 
Religion, pure and undefiled, the highest 
and holiest idea of man, though prostituted 
by priests, debased by churches, and used by 
the unscrupulous as a cloak for their villain­
ies is ever the truest friend of m an; his pro­
tector from tyranny and guide and consoler 
in distress. Its still small voice can accom­
plish more than the combined storms of Sci­
ence and Philosophy. These three in one 
are a blessed Trinity.

Ever since man became a reasoning ani­
mal, wherever he has existed, it is almost cer­
tain that with but rare exceptions be has en­
deavored to solve the problem of his origin 
and destiny. He has rarely been content to 
believe himself a transitory phenomenon; 
from birth to death eating and drinking, 
sleeping and waking and maturing only to 
die and leave others behind to go through the 
same process. I t  has seldom been entertain­
ed as other than an erroneous and purpose­
less waste of vital energy. Tbe human mind 
starts back at the suggestion, exclaiming in 
tbe language of Fichte: “ Never can this be 
my destiny, or that of the world. Something 
that is to endure must be brought forth in 
all these changes of the transitory and the 
perishable—something which may be carried 
forward safe and inviolate on tbe waves of 
time.”

Ante-natal origin and post-mortem destiny 
gave exercise to speculative fancies, and 
have been from age to age encouraged by 
phenomena seemingly extra mundane in 
character, and suggestive of the possibility of 
invisible forms of life, forms of life which 
might be the invisible lives of men in anoth­
er state. These psychological phenomena

have ever tempted the aspiring fancies of 
man to solve the problem of destiny, which 
has also ever eluded his grasp, Ignet fntui 
leading him away from the prosaic facts of 
every day life, to the poetic fancies of dream­
land, into the psychic mysteries of his own 
being and the life beyond Occasionally ex­
ceptional experiences develop the bard, the 
poet and the seer; and men uplifted by tbe 
light reflected from these high priests of Na­
ture, worshipped the power they felt but 
could not comprehend. Power gathered 
around these nuclei and religious arose, 
priesthoods were organized and churches 
formed to govern the destinies of nations. 
As churches became corrupt, as they inevit­
ably must always become till the Universal 
religion and church of humanity has univer­
sal sway, so prophets and reformers arose, 
schisms were created and new churches 
came into being better adapted to the grow­
ing wants of man.

But independently of church government 
there has been in the world a peculiar spir­
itual power, itself the creator of churches 
and religions and never held in allegiance to 
any society or government, yet always per­
secuted and dreaded by priesthoods. In 
self-conscious superiority to all forms of or­
ganic faith it has laughed at every threat 
and smiled at the conceited ignorance of its 
own children. Protean in character. it has 
always adapted itself to the state and condi­
tion of its recipients. With the Chaldean 
philosopher it watched the couises of the 
stars and assisted the Kabalist in his nomen­
clature of tbe angelic hosts ; it encouraged 
the Essenes in their devotions, discipline 
and self-sacrifice; sustained the Christians 
under persecution; inspired the Sybils and 
excited tbe frenzy of the Pythoness; under 
its influence Mohammed preached the unity 
of the Deity and inspired his followers with 
his genius; it provoked a spirit of inquiry 
and endeavor to commune with the controi- 
ing powers of Nature which were believed to 
be expressions of the will of the gods! 
and everything which moves in earth, 
water, air, fire and ether was converted into 
a symbolic alphabet through which the gods 
might communicate, rendering a priesthood 
of divines for divination necessary, readen 
of omens, soothsayers and magicians; and 
every form of religion ancient and modern. 
Quakers, Swedeuborgians, Spiritualists, ev­
en the Mormon devotee, are all under lu

\
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control and guidance. The prophet* of ev- 
ery religion claim It* power and Influence a* 
proof of the divinity of their mission; they 
hesitate not to affirm the promise that your 
•on* and your daughter* (hall propheny, 
your old men ihall dream dream*, your 
young men »hall see vision*; to declare that 
if any man shall follow the teachings given 
he shall know whether It be of God, and its 
acceptance would be followed by signs. And 
their promise is fulfilled.

As the sum of pbys cal forces Is called Ma­
ture so this principle this sum of psychic 
forces has been called God; it is the spirit 
which leadeth unto all truth, the genius of 
inspiration and the Soul of the World.

Let us endeavor together to discover what

this principle Is, by removing layer after lay­
er of Ignorance, reaching forwart. to that 
knowledge which can emancipate as from 
every evil and bring us Into a union with the 
great heart of Nature; and more especially 
relating to the psychic wonders of the age 
which so much puzzle the judgment while 
they inspire the hope of life beyond the 
grave. For religion does exist in spite of 
Theology and churches ; in spite of the astn- 
lake of Science and Philosophy which sees 
Religion in the silly and masquerading <d 
those who claim to represent it; in spite of 
all opposition It still exists and manifests it­
self over and above every obstacle, cropping 
out even in the lives and thoughts of those 
who in words deny iu  existence.

THE OTHER SIDE. WHO ARE COMPETENT WITNESSES?

In January last the following communica­
tion was addressed to the Editor of the Pop­
ular Science Monthly.
E d itor P o p u lar Science M onthly 5—

In the number of the Popular Science 
Monthly for January, 1878, a correspondent, 
Alexander E. Outerbridge, J r ., speaks of the 
belief iu mind reading as “ a phase of credulity 
which seems to be lunate, predisposing many 
intelligent people to attribute to supernatural 
agencies certain phenomena which are purely 
subjective; a quality of mind which doubtless 
contributes to the growth of faith iu Spiritual- 
ualism, odylism, auras, physic-force and what 
not.” Mr. Outerbridge characterizes “ mind 
reading,” (a feat which consists in the find­
ing of a hidden article by simple contact with 
the person who has hidden it) as a “scientific 
trick,”  and explains its rationale upon hy­
pothesis of the ideo-motor movements of the 
muscles of the body, directiug the finder, un­
consciously, towards the precise locality.

I fully sympathise with Mr. Outerbridge in 
his opposition to all modern superstitions, and 
would desire to assist him in their demolition: 
but are there not still some facts in so-called 
“mental science^ unsolved by physiology?

Question: Is foreknowledge possible to the 
human mind ? Can we possibly know any­
thing of an event before U Is cognized by the 
senses? Take this instance:

On an  evening during the latter part of last 
year, a lady, one of a party of five or six per- 
sous, including myself, seated in social con­

verse at my dwelling, closed her eyes and 
described, while perfectly conscious, a vision, 
which she said was tbeo being presented U> 
her. She saw, she said, three men, suspended 
upon a scaffolding, at work painting the side 
of a house on the sou:h-east corner of two 
crossing streets in this d ty . From an acci­
dent happening to one of the suspending 
ropes, the man at work at that end of lbs  
scaffold is precipitated to the pavement be­
low, and instantly killed. The other two men 
escape by clinging to the swaying scaffold, 
and lowering tliemselvee to the ground. The 
lady detailed minutely the dress and appear­
ance of the man who thusjost his life; and 
informed us that the event she had just de­
scribed was soon to take place. The visiua 
appears to have been so realistic that at the 
moment of its presentation she started in her 
chair and uttered an exclamation of alarm.

One tree* aftm o ird s the oc tw rvsfs Seek 
place precisely as she had described u. ough  
•he had no knowledge whatever of the per­
sons or the locality connected whh it; and 
the man she had described was the man who 
lost his life. This can be sworn to by five 
credible witnesses.

Now here, I take it, is prevision established 
as a fact. What ia the explanation of it?  
If it be not the result of the action of an un­
known faculty of the mind, let me ask what 
possible calculation of probabilities could ren­
der a random guess accurate iu every minute 
particulr . Very respectfully,

Gi o w i  W i n t
Baltim ore, January I k  l*1*-
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Pwf. Youmans took the trouble, and did 
me the honor, to answer my communication 
with hi* own hand. However devoted he 
may be to his own line o( study, his courtesy 
and love of fair-dealing are ob-ious; not alone 
in this one instance of consideration shown 
to an obscure writer, but In admitting hereto­
fore to the columns of the Popular Science 
Monthly, papers on a subject opposed to his 
own views, in order that light might be 
thrown upon a doubtful question. I shall 
not apologize to Prof. Tollmans for thus 
making public a matter which cannot but do 
him infinite credit, especially at a time when 
an arrogant assertion of authority on the one 
hand, and the reaction of unbelief on the 
other, render the statement of truth exceed­
ingly difficult.

The following is Prof. Tollmans’ letter:
New York, Jan. 23, 187a

Dear Sir:—I return your communication 
with thanks. We shall publish a paper be­
fore long by Dr. George M. Beard on “ Human 
Testimony” to whioh I shall have to refer 
you for the’ reasons why I do not believe a 
word of the story you relate. I do not at all 
question the honesty of the witnesses, and a 
thousand affidavits would not make the case 
one whit stronger. What I question is their 
capacity to deal with the case.

Very truly yours,
E. L. Y oumans.

While awaiting the appearance of Dr. 
Beard's paper, let us see what is the nature 
of the case submitted to the judgment of the 
witnesses. I t  is a question of fact. An 
event is foretold, with some particularity of 
detail. The event takes place, as particular­
ized. Is not any sane person a competent 
witness in such a case? Whatever scientific 
value may attach to the fact, whatever may 
be its scientific explanation, the fact itself 
does not require the testimony of an expert 
for its simple establishment. Everywhere, 
and in all cases, unscientific witnesses are 
competent to testify to matters of fact. Prof. 
Youmans does not expressly say the present 
witnesses are not competent for this purpose, 
but bis language can have no other applica­
tion, since the only way in which these wit­
nesses presumed to “deal with the case” was 
to testify simply to the fact itself; and they 
did not pass at all upon its scientific value. 
I t  was my own act to ask from Prof. You­
mans, who it an expert, a statement of the

value of the fact thus supposed to have been 
demonstrated. “ Honesty,” that Is, veracity, 
or respect for truth, cannot be out of place 
in the investigation of any question of human 
interest; but “capacity” is surely indispen­
sable, whether it be to ascertain that a fact 
is, or to assign it Its special position In the 
categories of knowledge. It Is equally “ca­
pacity” In either case; though in the one it 
is ordinary or common sense, and in the other 
educated sense, or science.

That a certain condition of the atmosphere 
produces the change called rain, is a matter 
of common observation; how that condition 
produces rain, is a matter of scientific obser­
vation; and it is perfectly competent for a 
scientific observer, with the necessary data at 
hand of variation of temperature, relative 
humidity, barometric pressure, direction and 
velocity of wind, to predict the time and man­
ner of atmospheric changes, whilst it is for 
common observation to say whether such 
prediction has been fulfilled. But if an un­
scientific person should, without access to 
any data, foretell with precision the occur­
rence of such an atmospheric change in a 
specified manner, particularizing some unu­
sual meteorological phenomenon in counec- 
tion therewith, it would be competent for the 
common observer to say if the results were 
in accordance with the prophecy, as it would 
be likewise competent for the scientific ob­
server to tell us how such a faculty can be 
exercised in that Independent manner, or 
confess his inability, with the present means 
at his disposal, to do so. The attempt to 
break the force of facts by impugning the 
testimony of the witnesses is not new, nor 
has it always been successful. In the present 
instance, this mode of “ dealing with the 
case” comes too late; the facts have been 
admitted by competent opponents. There 
are innumerable examples in medical psy­
chology of prophetic utterances, fulfilled to 
the moment and the letter, firmly established 
as fact by scientific observers of unquestioned 
ability. So that; It must be again a«ked, if 
prevision is undubitable, what is its ration­
alet How can an event ifhlch has.not yet 
taken place, connect itself, with the molecu­
lar action of the brain ? What part, if any, 
bar Individual volition in producing this re­
sult? The power has been ascribed to dis­
ease of the nervous system. Francis Gerry 
Fairfield, in his “ Ten Years with Spiritual 
Mediums,” cites among other cases the case

i
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of Pierre Caxot, an epileptic, experimented 
on for six mouths In one of the hospitals of 
Paria, In whom the convulsions were suc- 
cee<le<l by trance, In which condition he fre­
quently foretold the hour and moment when 
hla next attack would occur, which waa el- 
way* verified to the moment; and he atatee 
that the committee reporting the caae were 
of the opinion that Cazot’a prevlaion was 
limited to hla disorder. Does It follow that 
prevision la due to disease? Do disordered 
mental faculties usually evolve Intelligence? 
Can Zschoklce (p. 18) detail the secret life of 
a person whom he bad never heard of or seen 
before the hour in which the stranger’s his­
tory passed visually before h im ; and are we 
then to be told that this exercise of a faculty 
working to Intelligent ends is a stage of “ lar- 
vated epilepsy ?”  As to the lady mentioned 
in the above correspondence, she has never 
had hysteria or epileptiform convulsions, and 
was never in the slate known as trance; while 
her mental coussltutiou is known to ail her 
acquaintances to be of the firmest character. 
Mr. Fairfield, an opponent of Spiritualism, 
speaking of the two series of spiritualistic 
phenomena, the mental and the physical, 
says that the theory that they are due to con-

scions or unconscious ears krai action (snlaaa 
cerebral action can lift heavy bodies wttJtowt 
hands) breaks down In view of Use more im­
portant series. ‘ Morbid cerebral action may 
cause its victim to see phantoms, bat cannot 
endue him with the power of making others 
see them.” He gives bis ewn view of the 
mental series in the supposition that the 
“ peculiar activities of the nervous system 
became en rapport with esolecnlar Corns 
operating externally, accepting and Win d  
ating as intelligence vibrations not cognizable 
at all under ordinary circumstances.”  Bat, 
If the phenomena are explained by the actiea 
of natural forces correlating in'etiigence, why 
the necessity of postulating disorder la the 
nervous system ? Mr. Fairfield, himself, la 
of the opinion that Zschokke’s earn should 
remove the phenomena, of wb’-cb it is so re­
markable an instance, “from the circle of 
spiritualistic speculation to that of scientific 
psychology.”  And this is certainly what the 
mere force of events is slowly but surely do­
ing. Tbs facts being demonstrated, thanks 
will deservedly be hla who shall assign them 
their true value among the treasures at 
human knowledge.

Gkokox We st s .

NOTHING NEW. AN OBJECTION TO SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED.

B T  H U D SON  T U T T L E .

There can be nothing new in the sense of 
creation, for to suppose that anything abso­
lutely new should occur, would be to suppose 
something could be created out of nothing. 
Every event ia correlated with what goes be­
fore and cornea after. No new elements of 
substance or force ; no new method of pro­
cedure kuown as law ; no new attribute or 
principle can be created or arise. The pres­
ent rests on and is the fruition of the past. 
Nature ia eternal, not iu special expressions, 
but iu the sum of all expressions and possi­
bilities; a unity composed of infinite diver­
sity. Hence a fact iu this unity le a fact for 
ail time and apace. Whatever ia true, is 
eternally true, and the same laws sound the 
the depths of the universe, and reach its etn- 
perion.

Wheu It Is said Spiritualism brings no new 
truths into the world, we admit, for that 
would be Impossible. T ruth is neither uew 
nor old. I t  knows no past, present or future.

On the contrary the facts of today have 
been always (facta, and Spiritualism pene­
trates like a golden thread the annala of his­
tory. When ws prove a  human being p t e -  
seseed of an immortal spirit mom, we prove 
ail human beings immortal, and tha t they 
have been in the past. The moat iiiustnooa 
men of past ages were 8\ ..uattsta, and 
drank draughts of i n s p i r a t i o n  trues the fount 
of inspiration. Brahma, Bnddha, Pythago­
ras, Socrates, Plato, Cicero, Marcus Aure­
lius, such is the grand paternity at spiritual 
heroes, and should we not he willing is  be 
called fools In such company ?

The old Catholic definition of truth is, 
what has been believed in all times, ia al| 
places, by all men : always, somewhere, by 
everybody. Spiritualism ia such a  catholic 
tru th ; always evarywhare believed, and Ik 
U s becomes the universal rehgiows faith. 
From the cava man of the aata-dihivtaa age 
to the present ; from the rode Pat eg na  am

%
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M tif t  and Bosjesman to the most cultured 
philosopher, it to received as the crowning 
faith and hope.

If we make unity and universality of creeds

which stands the teat. I t  to ever the same, 
and is in its fundamental expression a unit. 
Every part and principle included in Its Infi­
nite circle harmonises with all others, and

and consistency of progress tests of truth, j its apparent antagoutoms are found to be or- 
Spiritualism is the ouly religious belief ( der uot understood.

A PROPHECY CONCERNING PRESIDENT HAYES.

Editor (A« Spiritual Scientist.
D ear S i r . —Through visions which I have 

had on the mornings of the 1st and 2nd of Jan­
uary last, I have been shown the changes 
this nation will shortly have to pass through. 
Being then convinced that a dreadful conflict 
is close at hand, etc., I was compelled to 
write and send the following letter, addressed 
to Mrs. Hayes:

Ifra. Rutherford R. Hayes.“
D isnsocisB E b  Madame.—I address you, 

knowing the many cans which must necessa­
rily weigh upon your husband's mind at this 
time, and ask that at a proper time you draw 
his attention to this candid communication, 
that it may be to him a timely warning, and 
that he tn^y govern himself accordingly. Do 
not let the 1‘resident look lightly upon my 
speech, as I believe it to be dictated by 
Almighty God, as a warning to the nation.

As I may be a stranger to your husband, I 
will state that I am the same old man who 
prophecied of our last war. I am the same 
who made the first call in this nation for 
Unioo volunteers, and advised President Lin­
coln to call out the people (black and white) 
to save the nation's life. I have publicly de­
nounced the wicked advisers of Mr. Lincoln, 
and warned him of danger. I am the same 
person who told him of his untimely death (as 
published by the press). I am the same who 
foretold the trouble U. S. Grant would bring 
upon the country, and who gave to Andrew 
Johnson a timely warning of Grant’s treach­
ery, etc. I am the same who, in 1870, pre­
dicted our approaching war and how it would 
come upon us, and in 1874 published the fol­
lowing, viz.:

“ In 1874 this nation will be very poor; in 
1875 our government can hardly survive; in 
1870 this nation will be in a terrible fix; in 
1877 the Democrats to despair will be driven; 
in 1878 the Republicans will have a sure de­
feat ; In 1879 this nation will be purely thine 
and mine. We might run up to a higher date,

though God alone knows the nation’s fate. 
We are the instruments in his hands to do His 
will and obey commands.”

Believe me we are on the very eve of trou­
ble, and a time that will show men in public 
office their utter helplessness. The people of 
this nation are terribly exasperated and will 
very soon be beyond control. I see but very 
little hope for the salvation of this nation un­
der its present rulers. I see that their bodies 
will be dragged through the streets and be­
come food for dogs. I never have beheld so 
wild a scene as is to be the general uprising of 
the people. I am not a fanatic or supersti­
tious. 1 am a visionary, and have been shown 
many visions which 1 wish the people could 
but know and understand in time. I am the 
descendant of a race of European nobles, and 
have seen this vain world from the palace to 
the hovel. God has severed me from my 
birthplace and people, and compels me to do 
His bidding as an advocate of the down­
trodden poor. I cannot resist His will or help 
writing this to you. You are commanded to 
read carefully the thirty-second (32) chapter 
of Exodus. I t will fully explain our present 
unfortunate situation. Moses will soon ap­
pear, and will break to pieces the “Golden 
Calf,”  and utterly destroy its idolatrous ad­
vocates. Yes, “ King Cotton” had to come 
down, and so must King Gold, though the 
death struggle will be great. I have much 
more which I could give of the future of this 
republic, but must stop here for the present. 
Be not deceived—death is at your door. God 
will save his people.

Very truly yours,
R. D. Goodwuc.

fit. Loots, M o., Jan . 2nd, 187S.

In the R. P. Journal of Sept. 2nd, 1871, 
to a letter of mine upon the subject of our 
coming war. In the Spiritual Scientist of 
this month I read an article on the “ Aboli­
tion of Slavery in the United States,”  all of 
which, and more, I know to be true. I was 
there, in Washington, and knew every person
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named, and of whom I know more than any 
other now living. lint very little la yet 
known of the myateriona power* which were 
then brought to bear upon the mind and ac­
tion* of Mr. Lincoln. He could not help do­
ing a* he did, any more than he could avoid 
sealing hi* good acta with hi* life’* blood, and 
of which I know lie had timely warning.

Ye*, "the spirit world i*a world of causes,’* 
and we here cannot control them. My own 
experience during the war and in Washington 
would fill volume* of interest and wonders, 
but for the present I am not permitted to pub­
lish them.

"We must work out our own salvation with 
fear and trembling.’’ But I believe our 
work is all given u* to do. Believe me, there 
is no design without a Designer, and we are

not all here for nothing. Tbowgh I an* now 
here in the body, I feel a* if I live in another 
world daily. I am here to do all the good I 
can. to expose frauds, denounce evils, heal 
the sick ami cast out devils. "As freely as I 
receive, I shall freely give" to all that ask for 
help, light and knowledge.

I believe in the just law of compensation, I 
reason from cause to effect. I therefore am 
convinced that war is now inevitable between 
the rich that rob and the poor that suffer.

Should you see lit to publish this, I shall be 
prepared to answer all pertinent questions 
touching the subject, a* it is one that s a t  
very soon interest every person in this nation.

Yours, Ac., R. D. G o o d w ix , M- D.
Bt. Ix>uU, Mo., Marsh * i ,  irr t .

A S  IMPORTANT LETTEK JUST RECEIVED FROM THE LEARNED GERMAN 

PHILOSOPHER FRANZ HOFFMAN OF WURZBURG.
.One of our subscribers in Denison, Texas, 

to settle a discussion relative to the position 
taken by some of the more prominent sa­
vants, scientists and literati, wrote to Prof. 
Dr. Frani Hoffman for an exposition of bis 
views on modem Spirituali«m, and whether 
or not he considered the forces or powers 
emanating from so-called mediums an occult 
manifestation of some natural law, or phen­
omena called into existence by departed spir­
its that have at some time inhabited human 
bodies. He forwards us the following trans­
lation of the answer received.

E s t e e m e d  G e n t l e m e n : (I cannot an­
swer but in the German language.)

The force, manifesting itself in so-called 
mediums, if producing Ideas, can be but'a 
spiritual one. Either the idea* written down 
by the medium emanate unconsciously from 
the inner seif of the medium or from other 
spiritual beings. A fusion of both may take 
place, with either of the factors predominat­
ing. tyy far the majority of cases point as 
their cause to spiritual beings beyoud this 
world and mostly to depai ted oues from earth 
life. It were in vaiu to seek the case of trans­
mission of ideas in something devoid of ideas, 
in a mere (blind) natural force. Whoever 
seeks for such may And a something, but 
never the ibiug sought for. A similar expe- 
rieuce befell Crooks, if I mistake not, not

unlike the alchemists, who trying to trans­
form copper into gold and thereby made the 
beneficial discoveries. A large number of 
mediutnistic writings at least, can only pro­
ceed from departed spirits and proves, coose- 
<|ueutly, the continuation of man beyood this 
life; although the continuation, the immor­
tality, can and has been proven philosophi­
cally, for instance by Beuder, Heinrich Ritter, 
Herman Ulrich, etc., as also, in different 
modes, however, by Von Leibnitz, Kant, 
Schelling, Mehner, Fichte, etc. Facts cf so- 
called materializations are in question, which 
are entirely undeniable and to some extent, 
I deem even spirit photography certain. For 
a wider search In this sphere, should you feel 
inclined to investigate, 1  can recommend the 
periodical, “ Psychological studies," by Ak- 
sakow (edited by WUig, Leipzig) published 
by Oswald Mutze.

This periodical is in its fifth annual coarse. 
You will fiud, in almost every monthly num­
ber, one of my sn id es, ss also in the spirit­
ualistic-materialistic periodical, published 
previously by Meisner A  M uu (two annual 
editions) iu which you will meet with the 
best and most important information about 
Bender’s ph. wopbicai point of vieu, *»d al­
so extracts from the fourth volume of his 
work, in which he anticipates Spiritualism 
and spirit manifestation. Of German phiioe-
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opb«rs, ualds from inyaslf (Max Perty Is 
more naturalist) J. H. Fischte, the Ingenius 
eon of the great J. O. Fischte (at present in 
the 8Sd year of his life) lias in the third edi­
tion of his anthropology declared himself 
openly for Spiritualism.

Shortly after this Party's appeared. On 
modern Spiritualism, I expressed myself par­
ticularly in the “Psychological Studies” of 
the January, February and March numbers. 
The matter enters into a uew stage in Ger­
many, through the genial astro-physicist 
Faeliner of Leipzig, who recently in the first 
volume of his “Discussions of Physical Sci­
ence” (published at Leipzig by Starkinan in 
1878) communicates a successful experiment, 
accomplished through him with the Ameri­
can medium Slade. This fact is very re­
markable and will create quite a sensation. 
The February number of psychological stud­
ies contains an introductory essay on the 
matter. A particular detailed explanation 
of the affair will appear in the March num­
ber.

Without spirit influence the apparition 
cannot poesibly be explained. That a sti ict 
investigator, a highly gifted naturalist, 
should declare himself publicly for Spiritual­
ism cannot but be of vast importance. I 
•end you my review of Owen’s work. Tou 
may have it printed, together with my an­
swer, if you like; in that case I would beg 
of you to send a copy to Prof. B. Ellis 
Thompson, of the uuiversty at Philadelphia; 
another copy to myself would be very wel­
come. Several other Americans honor me

with communications, for Instance, ârgent, 
Blcede, Sylvan, (Tledeman) etc., etc. Mr. P. 
Thompson sent ine a discussion from the 
New Englander.

The eminent Russian privy councillor, Al­
ex. Aksakow (not to confound with the pan­
theist of the same name) has published at 
Leipzig a library of Spiritualism in fourteen 
volumes, in the German language among 
which can be found works by the Ameri­
cans, Davis. Hare, Edmonds, Owen, and also 
by the Englishman, Wallace. For informa­
tion at the beginning, two books of Wallace 
are most serviceable. Still more elementary 
is a book by Kocbenburg, “The Mystery of 
the Day,” (Leipzig, Spatter, 1853.) Worthy 
of notice, especially in consequence of unde­
niable facts, is the book by Philip Trimm, 
“Intimations of some important points of 
modern American Spiritualism and harmonl- 
al philosophy.” New York, printed at New 
York Press, No. 7 Frankfort street, 1875.

The fact that I have published the works 
of Franz Bender, the great Philosopher, (as 
Thompson calls him) in sixteen volumes with 
introduction, notes, biography and corre­
spondence (1850-1800) may be known to you. 
Up to the present five volumes of my philo­
sophical works (1808-1878 Erlangen Deichert) 
have appeared. The remaining half shall 
follow, if sufficient interest of the public will 
permit. Respectfully and most humbly 
yours.

Db. F r a n z  H u f f m a n ,

Prof, of Philosophy,
W urzburg, Germany, Fab. 20,1878.

T h e  G r e a t  P yramid o r  Cheops.
This immense structure, covering about 

twelve acres, and rising to the height of al­
most live hundred feet, has of late attracted 
fresh attention from the archeologists; and a 
lively dispute is now on the tapis as to its 
origin and design. The learned Piazzi Smith, 
who has written a book on the subject, en­
deavors to show that this wonder of the 
world is not, after all, a tomb of one of the 
Pharaohs; but a monument erected by men 
of another race, inspired and directed of God 
for the perpetuation of the truth of His word 
and name. Among other points noted and 
brought forward in support of this theory, it 
is afirwied that the cubit is contained in 
the length of each of its sides, just as many 
times as there are days in the year; tliat the 
•tone coffer in on* of its chambers equals in

dimension the ark of the Covenant, and that 
the astronomical significance of the entrance 
and position of the enormous structure indi­
cate a degree of knowledge which the Egyp­
tians uever possessed.

T o A g en ts .
W e desire an active, efficient scen t In every city, 

village, town or cruse-road, not only In N ew  England, 
but everyw here. W e cannot well have too many 
agents, eo send In your applications for agencies at 
once. A very liberal com mission will be allowed.

T o all w ho deslra to aot as agents for us w e say, 
send in your applications at aa early a date as possi­
ble, w hen, proving satisfactory, subscription receipts, 
ellculara, prospectuses, etc , Will be forwarded.

W e look for better tim es from this time forth, and 
hope to bare our m onthly everyw here acknowledg'd 
as the very best o f  Its class o f  publications. 1 he 
character o f  the paper, together with the libers! 
commission w e offer, ought to m ake It easy for yue 
to obtain subscriptions rapidly.
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T o avoid waallng .p a re  by continued repetition* o f  

the long name* ol our w ell-know * exchange* In 
full, w e hav* coined abbreviation* that will take 
the lea d  poealhle apace w hile .err in g  Inc purpoae 
o f  clearly Indicating from w hence the Informatloc 
la derived. T h e y  are aa fo llow *:— 
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b. I, liaoner o f  Light. Iloatou, Mae*.
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S u b s c r i p t i o n s  E x p i h i n o .
A number of subscriptions expire with the 

present number. Will our reader* pleaxe 
glance at their bill* and remit the amount $ 1 .- 
50 if the *ub*criptioo ha* expired and they 
desire to renew.

A Few Inconsistencies.
When *ome of the exposed fraud* in Bos­

ton had their cheap allow* running they 
were eudoraed very strongly and unreserv­
edly by many prouilneut Spiritualist* and 
•ome few mediums. They repudiated every 
suggestion concerning the necessity of care­
ful examination of the medium's person and 
premise.; whoever doubted waa denounced.

Wb icver requested the privilege of lave 
gating in any other direction 
ed by the medium was forever after set 1 

as unworthy to enter the sacred wall*. K  
created inharmotiy! it disturbed the mudi- 
tions i These doubting mind* must believe 
before they could witness such wonderful 
manifestations!

Ah, well! The fatal day 
These performances were 
yond a doubt to have been cruel and 1 

genus impnaitions. Confiding Spin 
by the hundreds were shown to have I 
deceived. And why? Simply because they 
accepted the testimony of others upon the 
most important matters. They did not 
e n o w , they believed. Had anyone of  
number followed the lead of many 
and refused to accept others’ 
when by a tririal examination they 
satisfy themselves, they would never 
had occasion to feel dimslisfled with tl 
suits of the future.

Some have profited .7  the 
are a* capable now as then of 
bon t i t  judgment 0 0  whatever is | 
their seuses. Bu: others cannot 
p<wition philosophically. They go 
other extreme. They either srill e i 
nothing of the kind or else j 
thing they see or hear of “a fraud."

We claim that a few simple tests will 
quickly determine tbe genuineness of physi­
cal or form manifestations Whet* anything 
of this nature is, a t mil tim es, refused by the 
medium, so called, tbe judgment may well 
be beki iu suspense; w* nut say that a  
medium should yield to every 
may be proposed, hut that 
cumstances aud for adequate 1 

tests should be submitted to. if  
medium should be ready at ail limes, for 
any lest* that may be proposed by 
proper parties, it is certainty inco nsbiteut for 
any Spiritualist, no matter how many 
times he or she may bare beau decei ved be* 
fore, to pronounce such a medium a* nut 
genuine and the manifeataifossa occurring in 
her presence to be fraudulent. Under such 
ci 1 cuius lances, investigators should have 
wit enough u» propose and carry into < — 

that shall satisfy “  "*
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her genuineness. It U amusing to hoar the 
Tory parties who unhesitatingly and unreser­
vedly endorsed a modi uni who would submit 
to no toot* of any kind at any time, now de­
nouncing lira. Pickering who haa in th« past 
been the victim of all manner of experi­
ment* and etreu now holds herself ready to 
prove her genuineness.

H a r m o n y  A m o n g  S p i r i t u a l i s t s .

There would be more harmony among 
Spiritualists if they were more frank in their 
conduct and outspokeu in their opinions. 
There are too many hypocrites. It is well 
to have a regard for the feelings of other* 
and not to wilfully and needlessly cause 
them pain; one can be outspoken and still 
not transgress these bounds. We refer to 
the double dealing policy that pretends to be 
what it really ia not. It seeks to fraternize 
with men and women with whom it has not 
one sentiment in common. It is simply use­
less to try to be harmonious with an individ­
ual who is not harmonious with himself. 
Half a dozen harmonious people being unit­
ed on many topics, and having an object in 
common as the ba-is of an organization will 
get along well enough Utgether until they ac­
cept an inhaimontbus member—one who is 
not warmly and honestly welcomed by all. 
Then comes the trouble. Some will try to 
overlook his faults—be “charitable" they 
say. Others will pretend a friendship that 
they do not feel. Each one is at once placed 
in a false position, and the natural result fol­
low*. There is no union without harmony, 
and there can be no harmony where there 
are hypocrites.

I n u i a - K l b b e r  A d v e r t i s i n g .

Some people understand the art of india- 
rubber advertising pretty well. We have in 
miud an individual who uses the prefix “Dr." 
and perhaps he has a right to do so, whose 
name appears on the average about once in 
two or three week* in either the Banner of 
Light or the R. P. Journal. He writes when 
be moves and he writes when he gets back; 
he writes when be is going and he writes 
how long he is going to stop, wherever he 
goes he either fiuds “the people hungry for 
the dear old Banner” or that “the circulation 
of the brave Journal is increasing here." 
Always some two or three lines of this sort 
complimentary to the paper, two or three 
more for some item of little or no conse­

quence, and the other one for his name and 
address. We doubt seriously If he has ever 
paid a dollar to either of these papers for ad­
vertising—certainly we have never seen “his 
card" iu the columns set apart for this pur­
pose. When the Scientist first started several 
years ago, we constantly received letter* of a 
similar character. None of them were ever 
published or alluded to. So oui readers have 
never seen his name in our columns, nor do 
we now intend to give him the benefit of this 
article. We desire only to comment upbn 
the fact that many medium* and doctors are 
pushed into notoriety by this same cheap 
india-iubber advertising, while those who 
are infinitely their superiors remain in the 
back-ground because of their modesty. They 
never get beyond the advertising columns, 
even if they get into it, because they would 
not ask for that which others virtually de­
mand by their cheek. There are many who 
have noticed these little things even if they 
have not publicly spoken of them. We have 
thought it well to give them a voice. Neither 
Jim, Joe, nor any other doctor can do any 
india-rubber advertising in the Spiritual Sci­
entist, but we have always a word for true 
merit.

Sprjno- T ime.
The beautiful season of bird songs and vio­

lets hat once more dawned upon us, and, in 
nature, a new order of things appears. The 
world of vegetation takes a fresh start for re­
production, and all the forces are most busily 
at work at clothing the earth, of late so 
drear and desolate, in robes of loveliness. 
How sweet the early song of the robin; the 
cheerful note of the blackbird, the twittering 
of the song-sparrow I Even the croaking of 
the frog is at this season full of music. All 
nature wakes from slumber, and the key note 
of its song is Hope. So must not man awake 
from slumber, and catching the inspiration of 
the season, lay new plans for doing good, 
and, with a sweet song in his heart, go 
forth to labor f Yes, indeed, now is the 
time to strike into the mold of the garden, to 
prune the stalks of the raspberry, set' the 
graft into the apple-tree, sow the radish and 
the beet-seed, plant the rock-maple along the 
roadside and introduce improvements in the 
lawn flower-garden. The wise man will 
awake betimes and take the season by the 
forelock; for things neglected now, must its/ 
neglected until earth has mad* its annual
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court* around the tun again. Bow liberally 
betide all water* and the reaping will be Joy- 
out. Bow not for yourtelf alone; and other*’ 
gladnet* in the reaping will enhance your 
own. The time* are hard enough, aa every- 
body know*; but land I* cheap and *eed i* 
plenty. Then break up the tod; put the *eed 
in generously, and thin will help to inaugurate 
a better kind of time*. How many rood* of 
virgin toil are crying: “Come, thia apring, 
and te*t my virtue*. I have wheat and 
dainty fruit* to repay you for your labor. 
Why need you raise the cry of ‘want,’ when 
*o many Held* ao near you lie uncultivated. 
Leave the silver question to the pot-houae 
politician*, put the plow into the loam, make 
some blades of graaa grow in the bramble'* 
place, while the muaic of the apring bird 
come* to cheer you In your toil.”

Thu# planting the waate place*, you be­
come a benefactor to your race. Thu#, you 
do something to settle the great “Tramp 
Question,” and something to prevent yourself 
from sinking into the condition of the tramp*.

H ere , now, stop a  little. It may be all 
right, but as the journals said in the time of 
the war, “important if true.’* Spirit James 
Nolan, aa reported in the r. p. j. of March 2, 
when asked, “will it be possible to make a 
telescope of such magnifying power, that the 
eye can discern human beiugs on oue of the 
planet*?’’ replied, "In the year 1901 there 
will be a lens constructed by the aid of which 
the tree* and inhabitant* on the planet near­
est the earth can be seen. The feat will be 
accomplished In England by a person by the 
name of Boilings worth. He ia yet a boy.” 
This is getting prophecy down to a fine point. 
If the prophecy ia fululled we shall probably 
be in earth life at the time, for even at that 
date we shall lack nearly twenty years of 
man’s allotted three score and ten. Jamea 
Nolan, if you have made no mistake, we will 
tell our reader* all we know of you in 1901.

When we were making up the February 
Scicentlst we came across two article* in 
Raphael’s Almanac that attracted our atten­
tion. The name of the author was familiar, 
to wo copied them. Our old and valued con­
tributor “Buddha” write* us that these arti­
cle* were stolen bodily from the Weekly Spir­
itual Scientist without even a trace of credit 
being given. We enjoy the laugh that must 
come in at our expense. At the same time

It

it Is worthy of notice these selection* coplei 
from Raphael, though they were stolen front 
the Scientist have gone the rounds of the 
spiritualistic press, while they wsve unno­
ticed when published in the Scientist.

e*■mmmmmmmmm

Out In Chicago there has been greet ex­
citement the past month. The exposers of 
Hun toon, Witheford and other frauds, their 
action in claiming that they have always de­
ceived, the letters pro and con in the secular 
papers, were the causes at work. A few Spir­
itualists more sealoua than wise and appa­
rently more anxious to win public applause 
that to advance a knowledge of spirit phe­
nomena, hired McCormick’s hall, capable of 
seating twenty-five hundred people, and en­
gaged Mrs. Buydam, known as the “fire-test 
medium,” to give an exhibition. They then 
then billed the city with flaming posters, an­
nouncing an exhibition for the evening of 
the 18th, and aa a result, attracted about 
twelve hundred people to see the show. The 
whole affair was a miserable farce. The ex- 
hibitlbn was even pronounsd unsatisfactory 
by its chief manager.

U n d e r  more than one point of view the 
National museum of Naples is the most in­
teresting and instructive cabinet of curio# I ties 
in the world. It contains, among many other 
specimens of art the precious relics of tbs old 
cities of Herculaneum and Pompeii, buried 
by the tremendous eruption of ML Vesuvius,
A. D., 79, and here one may learn better 
than from the familiar letters of Cicero or 
Pliny, or from all the ruins of Rome, the 
moral condition, the mode of life, and the 
manners and customs of the ancients.

It is wonderful to see how fresh and bright 
the implement*, utensils, the armour, and 
the pictures even, have come up to us from 
their long burial of eighteen ceutar.ee. Ia 
passing through the galleries of this arehan- 
logical establishment, yon sea aa it were, the 
veil rent ifrnrn antiquity, and yoa look the 
old world directly in the face. Ton see 
what advancement It had made la act and 
science, what sort of instruments and tods 
It used, what sort of clothes and iwaamsat* It 
wore, and even the very food oa which it 
feasted.

One of he many professor* who announce 
themselves as exposers of Spiritualism, wee 
in Toronto a few days aga, and rhsHsufsd a
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naediwws t* mwi bin at any hall; he, ihe 
pwhwof, ciaimiug that he would duplicate 
all the manifestations and show how they 
were performed. The profeeeor had engaged 
the hall of the T. M. C. A. who had let It to 
bin eo former occasions for hli exposure 
exhibition*. When the medium accepted the 
challenge, however, they cancelled the en­
gagement. The trial was a triumph for the 
medium. He obtained manifestation* while 
he was held hand and foot; the professor 
under these oouditious absolutely failed.

Tub  R. P. Journal received over one hun­
dred articles on the subject of a leadership in 
Spiritualism, to say nothing of private letters 
and postal cards. Would Spiritualists take 
the same interest in some project that was 
for the benefit of humanity, especially if it 
involved the necessity of financial aid?

T he murderer of Josie Langmaid at Pem­
broke, N. H., was hung on the 15th Inst. 
The day before the execution he confessed 
the crime, and also stated that he previously 
murdered Maria Ball ou St. Albans Hill, in 
Vermont. He also stated in his confession 
that, although he was only suspected of the 
murder of̂ Mtss Ball, yet the clairvoyant from 
Benuington “told it just as it was, exactly; 
told my bouse, the number of my children; 
the bouse was a big black one; told about the 
small house, too,” etc.

T u  “Ethics of Spiritualism” by Hudson 
Tuttle, now being published In instalments 
in the r p j is creating profound interest both 
in and out of the ranks of Spiritualism. It 
is being republished in Human Nature (Lon­
don, Eng.) sue. translated into German.

%Thk Life and Writings of Selden J. Fin­
ney, edited and compiled by Hudson Tuttle 
and Giles B. Stebbins, will make an interest­
ing work. It is now being published In serial 
form by the R. P. Journal.

H. N. F. Lewis, Esq., wrote a spicy note 
to the Inter-Ocean of Chicago, complaining 
of its unjust treatment of Spiritualism, 
whereupon said paper becomes somewhat 
rational, indicating that it will in the future 
treat the Harmonlxl Philosophy with proper

Col. Bundy, editor of the B. P. Journal,

has been to New Orleans lately. In Ills notes 
of travel he refers to some of the good peo­
ple there, and wa notice the familiar names 
of Mr*. K. L. Saxon and Mrs. Serena 
Milner. Col. Bundy speaka of his visit aa 
an eujoyabie out; we cau well Imagine that 
It was so.

Compare the prices of farming pro­
duce now with those of fifty years ago, and 
you will see that tilling the ground la not so 
bad a business after all. Then potatoes 
were IK cents per bushel, now 75. Theu 
butter was 1* cents per pound, now 32: then 
eggs were 10 ceuts per doxen, now 26; then 
hay was 10 dollars per ton, now 24. Why 
should the fanner complain of his lot, or our 
young men object to engage In farming f

Speak  well, or not at all, of your poor 
neighbor. He has troubles that you know 
not of. Show him a pleasant face, give him 
a kindly word, as you may chance to meet 
him. Enquire for the welfare of his family. 
Encourage him to keep up a hopeful heart 
through theae hard times. Wait patiently for 
the debt he owes you. Put the best construc­
tion possible upon his conduct. This will 
not impoverish you; but make his lot more 
tolerable and your own more blessed.

The New Haven Journal of the Slat, tells 
a story that a laborer digging post boles 
around the Trowbridge building on Orange 
Street, “became mysteriously Impressed” to 
dig a bole deeper than three feet, having the 
idea that be could find a treasure. Ha con­
tinued digging until he had proceeded to­
ward the center of the earth about eight 
feet, and came upon a pitcher which, upon 
examination, was found to contain a quanti­
ty of silver coin. The pieces were uf Spanish 
origin of various denominations. There were 
five Spaulsh dollars of dates ranging from 
1783 to 1787. Mr. Trowbridge bought the 
pitcher for M, and also secured a few coins. 
Some of these are dated about 80 years ago. 
The pitcher la an object of antiquarian in­
terest, aa It is entirely unlike anything in 
the way of ceramics with which those who 
have seen it are familiar. It haa a full, await­
ing body, but a vary small neck, and a han­
dle like any pitcher. It la quite an art curi­
osity. Subsequent scratching and digging 
haa revealed no further discoveries.
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How Spirituai.ihts ark Madr .
“I would not hare been a Spiritualist were 

It not for medlumshlp In my own family,” la 
an expression often heard by Spiritualists In 
listening to the experiences of others. Prob­
ably four-fifths of the earnest workers and 
believers would date their turning point from 
the time that they made a discovery of this 
nature, or were led to examine the phenom­
ena after being convinced of the reasonable­
ness of the spiritual philosophy. And yet, 
heretofore, the large body of Spiritualists 
have been extremely sensitive upon the ques­
tion of testing public mediums. They would 
overlook outrageous conduct and glariug 
fraud in an Individual who might happen to 
possess some slight mediumistlc power. We 
would not discountenance that charity which 
seeks to excuse the medium who may be a 
victim of circumstances and influences; we 
know too well the temptations and sufferings 
to which public mediuroshlp is exposed: but 
this charity has been too broad. Kind-heart­
ed Spiritualists have been imposed upon and 
made tools of designing tricksters whose 
principal stock in trade was these very gen­
erous dispositions that believed everyone to 
be as honest as themselves. Let os hope that 
in the future this eonfiding faith will be set 
aside when dealing with the manifestations 
that are said to be caused by spirit agency. 
As Spiritualists, we need no further demon­
stration of the fact of future existence and 
spirit communion. What we now want is 
knowledge of Spiritual laws.

If the manifestations are to convince oth­
ers, then truly must they occur under such 
conditions that they, not we, will be satisfied 
that neither medium nor confederates are at 
work to produce the results that they may 
witness. The Spiritualist who is such be­
cause of “mediumship in the family" had 
this assurance. There was no faith there; It 
was knowledge. How critical was the ex­
amination and how often doubt had the up­
per hand when dealing with friends and rel­
atives! The Spiritualist knows, as well as 
believes, and having demanded knowledge 
for himself, shall he refuse it to others ? Let 
the motive that prompts investigation be a 
desire for more light, for knowledge, and 
there will soon be many more Spiritualists in 
the full sense of the word.

An Acknowledgment.—It is very pleas­
ing to us to receive continued evidenoes from

our friends and subscribers that the Hptrltuel
Scientist, in its present fora, is destined to 
be even more successful than we had solid- 
pau-d. Many have written to the effect that 
It was just what was needed. Others have
testified their appreciation in a more stibslsa- 
tlaJ manner by sending one, two or asofe, la 
some cases as many as ten, additional sub­
scribers. This Is indeed encouraging. It is 
gratifying to perceive these indications o t a 
permanent success. It induces renewed ex­
ertions to please. We hope oar friends will 
continue to exert themselves In oar behalf. 
We are grateful for these favors The more 
support w«* receive the better we can labor. 
We desire more time for experiment, study, 
and observation, and in this way only can wa 
obtain It.

Agents Wanted .—We want agents. Can 
any of our readers recommend to us suit able 
persons who will canvass to increase the 
subscription list of the Spiritual Scientist ? 
We will give a liberal compensation.

Ax I mpostor Shown Up.
The Cape Ann, Mass., Advertiser a t March 

22nd, contains an account of a fellow who, 
under the name of C. A. Mansfield, adver­
tised to do great wonders aa a medium, which, 
it is needless to say, was not fulfilled. If he 
is a short, very stout, chubby hand, red 
cheeked, dark haired chap, his name ia Lin­
coln, alias Warren, etc., etc. We have in­
troduced this fellow to our renders several 
times,—at least we have no doubt it Is the 
same one. Give him the go-by. His first 
appearance before the public was nearly ten 
years ago, as one of the Carbonell brothers— 
exposing Spiritualism. If Spiritualism had a 
state organisation these fellows would soon 
be weeded out. The Advertiser says: Tt
was a fraud of the grossest character. ’e 
do not presume to go so far aa to say that 
there is no truth in Spiritualism, in its vari­
ous phases, as there are too manv facts every 
day manifested, by able minds, and the cause 
has progressed altogether too far, and lived 
through too much opposition and tribulation 
for any sane man or woman who hm ever in­
vestigated or read anything ooocerniag it, la' 
make such a sweeping denouncement. If it 
is true, and there are millions of good people 
who believe U Is, it will live and flourish, 
spite of Mans ieid or any other fraud. It hm 
had to stand severe teem, and to does every
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mum, and iu friend* are content to hare it 
lire or die on ita own merit*. Minefield 
mad* some money by hi* fraud, and that was 
probably all be was after. He may, however, 
thank his stars that he got away with it 
without serious difficulty, as our people are 
not over fond of being humbugged. He is 
certainly a pretty specimen to be travelling 
about the country, and it is the duty of the 
press everywhere to show him up.”

The editor of the London Spiritualist de­
clare* that he has never seen any flexible feat­
ures in material forms that were unlike the 
medium in the lines of the eyes and nose. 
Mr. Charles Blackburn thinks differently, and 
tells him: "Now, in the face of all this evi­
dence, 1 trust you will believe Dr. N., the 
Rev. Mr. Colley, Sig. Rondi, and myself, all 
eyewitnesses, and don’t go yourself into a 
seance (like Prof. Tyndall) with a mind in a 
state of suspicious confusion on that point 
of non-flexibility of features, otherwise you or 
others may get a hard knock by a mischievous 
spirit, which is often done to those per­
sisting in one groove of thought.”

The Evening Chronicle, of Virginia City, 
Nevada, tells the story of an exposed im­
postor named Cummings, who claimed to be 
a medium for form manifestations.

A correspondent who has read “A Method 
of Obtaining Communications,” as described 
on page 67 in the March Scientist, informs 
ns that the experiment was tried in his family 
of three without success, but with just enough 
eccentricity of result to excite curiosity. A 
lady to whom planchetle has never granted 
any favors had her hand moved to make 
lines but no writing, on one evening and on 
the next there was no movement at all. He 
asks for individual testimony on this matter 
and if it makes any difference what kind of 
a string is used.

The Cincinnati (O.) Enquirer has adopted 
the plan for some time past of giving nearly 
a column of brevities concerning spiritual 
topics—much after the fashion of the Sun­
day Herald in Boston.

Ir  the figures presented are genuine spirit 
materializations, to clasp one of them would 
be attended with disastrous consequences, and 
might endanger the life of the medium. The 
substance, through the instrumentality of 
which the materialization is affected, is drawn 
from the body of the medium, and must be 
returned to it in accordance with well defined

laws, and the shock that would ensue in case 
of grasping the spirit, could not result other­
wise than disastrously.—r. p .J . Me A 10.

VOICE OF THE PRESS.
Intelligent Spiritualists have for the last 

thirty years warned investigators against the 
danger to which they are exposed in giving 
themselves up to the dictation of spirit*. 
That much mischief may he done through 
too great reliance on supposed spirit commu­
nications, we have always taught. That 
spirits are but fallible creatures, like mortals, 
is a lesson we have lost no opportunity of 
enforcing. It Is not the experienced Spirit­
ualist who is in danger from this liability. 
It is the ignorant novice, rejecting the expe­
rience of others, and neglecting their warn­
ings, who is likely to be fooled.—R .P . Journal 
March 2.

Destroy the united testimony of millions 
to-day, and what become* of the history of 
events recorded by a few unknown writers 
in the past. Prove that spirits of departed 
human beings do not and cannot communi­
cate with mortals to-day, and what becomes 
of the song sung by “angels” on the plains 
of Judea, nearly nineteen hundred years 
ago. Prove that spirits do not and cannot 
materialize to-day, and what becomes of 
Moees and Elias upon the mount of trans­
figuration. Prove that spirits have not pow­
er to act upon material substances, and you 
have Paul and Silas still In prison.—It. A  
Journal March 0.

We have adopted the policy of declining to 
notice any of the phenomena purporting to 
occur in the presence of mediums for physi­
cal manifestations, iu this city, who refuse to 
give fraud-proof condition*. Where reports 
are sent us from a distance by trustworthy 
parties we publish, but are not responsible 
for tbem.|We believe it to be a fair presump­
tion, which the investigator is justified iu 
maintaining, that whep a medium will ex­
hibit only under conditions which admit of 
fraud, that fraud is likely to be practiced. 
The ability of spirits to manifest themselves 
to man is derived from natural law. It is * 
science, and as such it must be treated; faith 
can never be a factor In determining the 
truth of a phenomenon. We caunot say we 
believe, we must say we know.— R. P. Journal 
March 28.



Editor’s Record. Form  M anifestations
Dr. F rarcis Morce, E r o lar d .

A Materiale Form Enact* a Death Scene.
The Rev. Thomas Colley, M. A., late of 

the Royal Navy, writes in the 1. m., 411, 
“Again I must write, this time but briefly, 

and only to answer last objections that may 
be urged against the full acceptance of the 
astounding facts I have reported, and, as a 
clergyman of the Church of England, pledg­
ed my word for the truth of, regarding late 
materialization seances with Dr. Monck.

This evening the Inner circle met at Mr. 
Cranstoun’s house, 23 Catheart road, South 
Kensington. The medium was never ont of 
our sight ; and in good light, sometimes 
turned up to the full, we saw three forms 
successively grow from Dr. Monck, and take 
life in our midst For ten minutes, twenty 
minutes, and fulf half an hoar respectively, 
they companied with as as usual.

The first form was that of the spirit known 
as “Alice,” who clapped her hands, and 
greeted us with girlish salutations (not speak­
ing), her medium standing far away that she 
might the better give proofs of her own will 
and separate existence. When this form was 
reabsorbed in th way so often described, an­
other psychic figure, rather under the height 
of Dr. Monck, extruded from him in like 
manner, and no one hearing this new visitor 
speak, as we did, and who also may have 
beard and known him through Dr. Monck, 
could fail to recognise “Samuel Wheeler.” 

When be also in turn had worked his way 
% back into the medium (Dr. Monck held in 

brief control during “Samuel's” coming and 
going by "Alice,” but during his friend’s 
stay with us, in his normal condition, enjoy­
ing fellowship once again with his old fel­
low student and brother minister), the well- 
known form of “The Mahedi" took birth 

. from towards the medium’s feet, and grow­
ing up to the height of a child was left by 
Dr. Monck to complete alone his evolution, 
development and vertical progress towards 
the full stature of a man; and thus left “The 
Maliedi” in process of growth, advanced to 
the table, and standing between two of our 
number rapidly towered upwards to bis com­
manding height, and built himself into vig­
orous and muscular life at our side.

The energy and strength of this tempora­
rily earth-clothed spirit ts astounding. I 
need not again give instances of his power as 
repeated this evening; suffice it to say, hie 
vitality, volition, indepeod«nt action, grace 
of movement, and courtesy of firm sen or 
were more than fnlly demonstrated; and in 
Mrs. Cranstoun’s drawing-room this Eastern 
Mystery from the viewless beyond, with ease 
of manner and quiet dignity of beauty, tar­
ried long with us to the dumb astonishment 
of the two Austrian servants, not even dis­
turbing the repose of the pet dog that one of 
them had in charge.

During this visit of “The Mahedi” I feh 
his pulse, and found it natural, but rather 
weak, whereas Dr. Monck's was feverish. 
I also tested the warmth and living nature a t 
the Egyptian's breath on the back at my 
hand, and experimented on the to n e  a t his 
expiration. Again, I examined the foot, an­
kle and calf of the leg, hands and arms, and 
regarded with wondering interest the grave 
eastern face of our mysterious friend.

Then “The Mahedi’’ sat down with as at 
the table naturally and composedly, and 
wretfe (under control) his name in English, 
while Dr. Monck stood opposite him some ten 
feet distant. I call the attention to the fact 
that “The Mahedi” wrote under Benton I, 
thus sitting with us at the table ae any ordi­
nary mortal would do, we leaning over bias 
closely to watch every movement. For just 
as one in writing mediomehip is controlled 
sometimes to write in a language not nor­
mally understood, so the Egyptian (the gol­
den ornaments of whose head-dress quivered 
under my breath ae I stood ben-uag over 
him) was manifestly influenced by “Samuel” 
(who stated ae much) to write, hh band, 
writing in style and character aa to certain 
letters being reproduced through the band of 
“The Mahedi.”

And now, after walking about the room In 
the moat unapprehensive way, with his cus­
tomary curiosity regarding the things he 
came in contact with, and leisurely survey­
ing us as he moved round, touching each of 
us, an<’ permitting himself and his ganasato 
in turn to be felt and touched. “The Mahe­
di” was in a most wonderful way controlled.
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both m to tpwch and action by one pur­
porting but recently to have passed away. I 
held the medium’* closed Ups to my fore­
head while the Egyptian, thus made tha ve­
hicle for the return of a departed friend, spoke 
in secret, kneeling at their feet, to Mr. and 
Mrs. Cranstoun. Then reclining at full 
length on the carpet, turning over the leaves 
of a book a* he lay, and making as though be 
were reading in bed, then also placing his 
hand on his heart, as if in pain, “The Mahe- 
di” (“Samuel” in Dr. Monck piteously beg­
ging him to desist) turned over and fell 
back wants, still and motionless like one 
dead, thus personating to the letter, as 1 am 
told, their friend in his last moments and 
enacting the death. Most singularly solemn 
was this strange representation, and words 
are powerless to convey a proper appreciation 
of the profoundly mysterious and tremen­
dous facts that have been ours again to 
test and prove. Indeed, I am not astonished 
of the incredulity of the ignorant touching 
these astounding marvels, for even now, af­
ter my large experience, the things I have 
witnessed and recorded are so overwhelming 
that should a cessation of inexplicable phe­
nomena take place, and should the progress 
of these miraculous things be arrested, and 
further evidence of the reality of what I 
know  to be true not be forthcoming, the fu­
ture might perhaps find me in a doubtful 
mood relative to matters most assured; yea, 
incredulous, perchance, regarding what I 
have pledged my word as a clergyman for 
the truth of, and imperilled my clerical posi­
tion and prospects, carefully and accurately 
to report.

W. Eg Listo n , London, Eng. 
Luminous Words and Forms.

At a private seance says 1 s.287, in the 
dark, while the hands of the sitters, were in­
terlinked, an arm-chair from another part of 
the room was floated over the heads of the 
sitters, and deposited on the table. Lights 
of a phosphorescent appearance, but without 
smoke or smell, and objectively visible to all 
the sitters, moved round the outside of the 
circle; they usually first appeared in the 
neighborhood of the medium. Sometimes 
luminous words were seen, resembling such 
as might be produced by a phosphorescent 
light behind letters cut in an opaque dia­
phragm ; these floated freely about while the 
mjMtinm was it  Faintly illuminated spirit-

heads were occasionally seen by all present 
Towards the close of the seance, after the 
sillers had taken fresh places, we held Mr. 
Eglinton by both his hands, as he sat upon a 
sofa at one side of the room; a form, the 
upper part of which was dimly visible by Its 
own light, then appeared about a yard off, 
and went to the sitters, who were in a row, 
with their hands Joined, three or four yards 
off, at the other side of the room, where the 
form spoke to them aind touched them, while 
the outlihe of its head was still dimly visible 
occasionally.

At another seance, same medium, circle 
and conditions, reported in 1 s 288, after a 
few ordinary manifestations, in the shape of 
the floating in the a r of solid objects and of 
playing musical instruments, a spirit form 
was seen with its bead and bust illuminated 
by a large phosphorescent looking light cov­
ered with drapery, which it held in its hands, 
near its breast. This form was seen by every­
body and several times glided round the cir­
cle; below its bust all was ffarkness, and no 
footstep was heard. It was seen by all pres­
ent, and presented itself for about a minute 
each time, then disappeared by the cutting 
off of the light. At the request of one of the 
sillers, it floated over the centre of the table, 
a moment after it had beeu seen outside the 
circle. Once it raised Mr. Harrison, chair 
and all, three or four inches from the .floor, 
while the medium was held at the opposite 
side of the table. The light was not strong 
enough to permit particular features of the 
moving form to be carefully criticized.

A  Maieriate Form Seen to Fade Into Vapor.
George M. Sutherland, of 117 Sloane st, 

communicates to the 1. a. 286 some new fea­
tures that occurred in the manifestations 
through the mediumship of Mr. Eglinton at 
a private seance. When the form Abdullah 
appeared he twice allowed the circle to see 
him gradually shrink in stature and size, and 
fade into vapor, which seemed to be drawn 
into, and absorbed by, the curtain against 
which be stood. The process was in effect 
similar to that which is familiar in the fad­
ing of "a dissolving view,” hut he seemed as 
vapor to pass through the curtain out of 
sight. “Joey” having assumed a bodily 
form, before a quantity of drapery, in which 
be enveloped himself; be then, begging them 
to watch him closely, sat on the ground, and 
drawing his robes around him, till he ap-
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• earn) a mere round heap of white, sudden- 
ty rose out of the centre In the shape of Ab­
dulla, the whole white substance being drawn 
upwards Into the shape of the ascending 
figure. The Identity of Joey was thus merg­
ed into the bodily presence of Abdulla, who 
then retired behind a curtain, whence, Im­
mediately, reappeared In his own person, 
“Joey,” who claimed to have thus shown “a 
transformation.” The personal appearance 
of Joey and Abdulla is strikingly dissimilar. 
The former small in stature, the other tall 
and slender. The change from one to the 
other was most marvellous, sudden, and con­
vincing.

This most interesting manifestation took 
place in their midst; there was light enough, 
and they were near enough, to recognize 
clearly the distinguishing peculiarities of the 
two separate identities of Joey and Abdullah 
to their complete satisfaction.

Lights and Form*.
W. O. Smith, of Eden street, Kingston on 

Thames, writes in the 1. m. d., 412, of a se­
ance with W. Eglinton. At a private house, 
a dozen friends* formed a semi-circle opposite 
to one corner of the room, in* which was the 
cabinet. The gas was burning in the centre 
of the room, and a small lamp was lighted as 
well. Thus formed, they joined hands and 
commenced singing melodies, accompanied 
by a young lady on the piano. A voice an­
nounced that a form would appear. Soon 
there appeared an indistinct form of light 
which gradually grew plainer till each one 
could see the form of a head beautifully illu­
minated from just below tha chin upward, 
the light causing quite a strong reflection on 
the ceiling. The form appeared and present­
ed itself to all in the room, going round as 
requested, asking, as it glided about, “Can 
you see meP” Mr. Smith says “ During this 
I could see uone of the lower parts of the 
form, i f  U had any, which I doubt, and I 
closely watched for any movement or noise 
of feet, but could detect none; it was, to all in­
tents, an Illuminated head floating or gliding 
about the room, and talking. First It ap­
peared about medium height, then it would 
raise Itself as high as the ceiling, and descend 
to the floor, which it apparently passed 
through, then issued again from the cabi­
net.” Next this form brought round his 
lamp for the company to inspect. All they 
could see was the front of what appeared to

be a self-illuminated lamp, with “Jocr” in 
bright letters on it; this ai-o returned to the 
cabinet, and after a short pause there came 
floating around the room, without the slight­
est noise, a beautiful self-illumlaeted cross, 
in size about three inches by two inches. 
While these things were proceeding a little 
conversation with “Joey,” who is very jneas- 
lar and communicative, seemed to strength­
en the manifestations.”

C. E. WILLIAMS, LOXDOS, EXO.

Form* Recognized.
Mr. Williams is having some wonderful 

seances. Spirits that are known to the sit­
ters materialize when conditions are favora­
ble. The physical pbet omena continue una­
bated. At a recent seance the fairy bells 
were carried into the other room, and then 
placed outside on the stairs, through dosed 
doors. Materializations took place in the 
center of the table. The spirits do what they 
can to convince sitters of the reality at spirit- 
life, and the power of spirit over matter.—L 
m. d., 400.

A correspondent in the same journal. 411, 
gives his experience at a private seance with 
the same medium. Nothing other than that 
comprised in the-above statement is stated.

Floating Fom u.
The editor of the L a 286, gives his expe­

rience at a seance, in Mr. William's rooms, 
Feb. 0. Conditions: locked doors, interlink­
ed hands and darkness. Foot times a light 
flashed up, revealing the living materialized 
form of the spirit calling himself Peter, rob­
ed in white, floating over the table. He was 
visible to the waist, but was too quick in his 
motions, and the light was too evanescent, 
for his features to be critically observed; 
they were, however, living feature* He ap­
peared three of the four limes over the op­
posite side of the table to that at which Mr. 
Williams was held, and his head was from 
three to four feet above the surface of the ta­
ble. His bust was partially inclined in the 
direction of the medium, and the illumina­
tion did not extend to where his drapery 
ended. One of the sitters was asked to 
stand on the top of the table, and his hands 
were grasped near the foiling by living mate­
rialised hands, while tM hands of Mr. Wil­
liams » iv held below. At the second part 
of the same seance the medium entered the 
cabinet. This was at the extreme end of one
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of two room* which wore separated by fold­
ing door*. The circle extended to these 
finding door*. A phosphorescent kind of 
light flashed within the cabinet, from which 
emerged “John King,” robed in white. At 
different port* of the room, and vertically 
oner the heads of some of the sitters he float­
ed steadily up to the ceiling, and his bead 
could be seen touching it; be then two or 
three times, at request, struck the ceiling 
with the bard luminous substance he held in 
his hands; his face could be seen distinctly 
now and then, and the features were living. 
Sometimes he came as far from the cabinet 
as the folding doors at the other end of the 
room. The light only made the upper por­
tion of Ais form visible, but from the way in 
which he moved over the Heads of the sitters 
he appeared to be materialized only to the 
waist.

Evidence o f the Reality the Direct Voice.
Speaking of a seance with C. E. Williams, 

the editor of the 1. a, in 286 says: “Once 
one of these spirits (Peter) stood by the cab­
inet, and the other (who calls himself Irre­
sistible, perhaps from the beauty of his 
voice) stood at the other end of the room, 
and by request they then not only spoke 
loudly at the same time, but, while speaking 
the one struck the cabinet door and the other 
the folding door* at the opposite end of the 
room, till they rang with the vibrations. 
This was good evidence to the circle, that 
these voices, which follow Mr. Williams ev­
erywhere were not produced by ventrilo­
quism.

THE C A R D IFF CIRCLE.

Material* Form* under Test Condition*.
William Stott, 100 Brecon Road, Merthyr 

Tyfdil, in writing to the South Wales Daily  
New*, a secular paper, says: “Having had 
occasion to visit Cardiff, after having read the 
correspondence on Spiritualism in your paper, 
I called the same evening on Mr. Lewis, 
Roath, and asked him if he would kindly al­
low me to attend one of his seances. He con­
sented to my doing so on the following Thurs­
day, at six o'clock p.m. On entering the 
seance room I was introduced to several per­
sons, all strangers, with the exception of the 
worthy host. I was asked to search the me­
dium, who is a delicate and unassuming young 
mvn. I felt a delicacy in doing so; however, 
on their iusisting I acceded to their request,

and found nothing on him but his ordinary 
wearing apparel. I also carefully searched 
the cabinet, which is a kind of closet at the 
back of the room in which we sat. At the 
same time, I was far from mistrusting any­
thing that was sanctioned under the roof of 
such a gentleman, whose honesty, upright­
ness, and love- of truth is unquestionable. 
We sat with the gas burning sufficiently to 
enable anyone to read. After the usual ser­
vice (singing and reading a prayer), the me­
dium was entranced by a spirit, whom the 
company said was called “Twilight.” He 
then entered the cabinet under control, at the 
same time the harmonium was played upon 
by a gentleman. In about ten minutes or a 
quarter of an hour, a materialized spirit came 
out into our midst and touched the harmonium 
and also the player. In the course of the 
evening I witnessed as many as nine material­
izations, each of them different in form and 
appearance, and, as regards height, from 6 ft. 
11 in. to a baby child. A lady spirit stood 
outside the cabinet purporting to be the flrst 
wife of the late Robert Dale Owen, of Ameri­
ca. I spoke to her, telling her at the same 
time that I admired the writings of her hus­
band, and asked*her if she would write me 
something as a souvenir of this remarkable 
seance. She said, “Yes,’' and advancing 
toward* the table, a distance of two or three 
feet from the cabinet, she took some note pa­
per which was lying on it, and wrote me three 
pages full in the gaslight, and folded the pa­
per and gave it me, which I have now in my 
possession. Near the conclusion of the 
seance, a spirit, who was called “Hopeful,” 
said there was a spirit-child with him who 
wished to materialize. This being the flrst 
attempt, a gentleman asked the name. The 
spirit said, “Florey Scott,” who was my little 
girl who died about eight years ago. I saw 
her come out of the cabinet, and heard her 
say, ‘I am here, papa; I can materialize.’ 
Now, air, I wish to draw your attention to 
this fact, that not one person in that room 
knew that I ever had a daughter of that name. 
Many other things took place which are 
worthy of record, but I fear I have trespassed 
too much already on your kindness ”

W. PETTV, NKW CASTLE ON TYNE, ENO.

A Tent Seance.
E. Elliott, Jr., of Westgate Road, of Now 

Castle on Tyne, writes to the I. m. d. 412, 
that a seance was held at his house, with W-
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Petty. Prior to the commencement of the 
seance, the medium was taken by Mr. Elliott 
and his son into another room, and In their 
presence divested himself of all his clothing, 
and the following articles were substituted: 
A pair of black stockings, dark blue flannel 
shirt, dark tweed trousers (unllned), with a 
dark brown overcoat. Thus attired, with 
not one article of Ills own, he entered the 
cabinet. Tills was formed by a piece of rod- 
iron bent in shape of a semi-circle, fastened 
to staples, and placed across one corner of 
the room. From this rod were suspended 
curtains of dark green calico, and within 
them was placed a chair for the medium- 
The concertina, bell, and tea-tray were all 
played together Inside of the cabinet during 
which proceedings the medium was repeat­
edly brought outside of the cabinet. After 
singing for a short time, there appeared at 
the aperture of the curtaius a form about 
five Inches taller than the medium, with 
broad, masculine features, dark bushy whis- 

- kers, and draped in white. After showing 
himself the eontrol, through the medium, 
asked for a pair of scissors, saying the spirit 
intended making a present of a piece of his 
dress to Mr. Elliott. This request being 
complied with, the form again appeared, and 
handed to Mr. Elliott a piece of white mate­
rial, which looks like very fine musllu, and 
and which is still in his possession. This 
figure theu withdrew.

.  MBS. B A SSE TT, LONDON, KXO.

At a private seance, while in the dark, says 
L s. 287, Mrs. Bassett’s hands were held, a 
living materialized hand moved about for a 
few minutes, touched all the sitters either on 
the face or hands in turn, and rang a bell. 
We saw it as it passed in front of one of the 
windows through the closed curtains of 
which some feeble glimmering of light found 
its way: the arm of the hand had a sleeve. 
The remarkable voices, which are a chief 
characteristic of Mrs. Bassett’s mediumship, 
occupied most of the time during this part of 
the sitting.

M I88 K. COOK.

E. Rond I. Montague Place, London, writes: 
“Having attended Miss Cook’s seances regu­
larly twice a Week for the last ten months, I 
have twice had opportunity of seeing the 
form of Lillie Gordon as it was evolved from 
behind the medium. In both cases the face 
was uncovered, aud I spoke to her and felt

her bands and feet. Blending close by Miss 
Cook, and bolding her hands, f have seea the 
faces of both medium and spirit form, and I 
remarked that the latter was as white as 
marble. At another seance in my rooms, a 
fortnight ago, while Miss Cook was out ef 
the cabinet, the materialized form went close 
to the Rev. T. Colley, four or five paces away 
from the medium. He took bold of the spir­
it’s hands, and conversed freely with both 
medium and spirit at the same time. On 
another occasion, sitting near Mias Cook and 
conversing with her, I distinctly perceived 
the spirit emanate trom the floor close to 
her feet; when fully developed, I asked the 
spirit (not of Miss Cook, as she was speaking 
with me at the time, but the spirit of Lillie 
Gordon) to go with the medium near the 
window. In obedience to my request, the 
spirit and inedium moved and walked togeth­
er, and stood close to the Venetian blinds 
facing each other. Being then too far away 
from them, I asked permission to be allowed 
to go near the window, so as to enable me to 
see both faces. Having received an affirma­
tive answer, I sought the most convenient 
and favorable place, two paces from them, 
phd observed the fully materialised form kirn 
Miss Cook with her face uncovered, and 
Miss Cook speaking with Lillie. The form 
sank aud rose again several limes. Miss 
Cook being tired, she sat on the sofa, which 
was close by her, two minutes or so; Lillie 
turned round, walked close to me, shook 
hands, gave me a kiss on my forehead, and, 
wishing me “good night,” returned towards 
the medium and disappeared. If this docs 
not show flexibility of features, I must con­
fess that I do not understand what flexibility

Mrs. John R. Pickkbino .
A  StroMij Certificate.

Under date of February 22 the following 
certificate was written and signed by those 
whose names appear.

“The undersigned deem it a duty owing 
by them to Mrs. John R. Pickering, of Roch­
ester, having sttended a seance at her resi­
dence last evening, to state that we had all 
the opportunity asked for to examine the 
premises before the seance commenced; that 
we saw her take her place outside of tbs dark 
curtain, with offiy a lace curtain dropping 
before her eyes and upper portion of her 
body; that »Ue was tied with a strong twine
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passed around her waist and attached to * 
bracket under the mantel piece, six feet or 
more from her; that we saw the lower part 
of her form all the time during the seance 
and three times saw her full form exposed to' 
Tiew, the curtaiu being removed by the forms 
appearing; andtaw the medium during the 
whole time she was recovering from her trance 
condition.

Duriug the time she was sitting in this 
condition and position, twenty or more forms, 
males and females, and a child appeared, 
coming out from behind the dark curtain, 
and moved about the room with varying de­
grees of strength; and we were fully con­
vinced by the evidence before us that the 
manifestations were honest, and entirely de­
void of any trickery or collusion with other 
parties, or personation by the medium.

Ambrose Lawrence, Boston; A. B. Plymp- 
ton, Z. Goward, Lowell; £. P. Hill, Haver­
hill; M. H. Fletcher, Westford; Francis 
Goward, N. S. Green leaf, Lowell; D. E. 
Blood, Greenville, N. H.; Abbie E. Fletcher, 
Westford; Martha A. Goward, Marline A* 
Abbot, Sarah A. Goward, Lowell; Sarah W. 
Hunter, Topeham, Me.; Mrs. Wingate of 
Boston, and Mrs. Goodwin of Tuftonboro.’

“Hon. Ambrose Lawrence, who heads this 
testimonial,’’ [writes Mr. Hill in continua­
tion,] “was formerly Mayor of the city of 
IiOwell, and is professionally a dentist, at 
present residing in Boston, and is well known 
to that profession as a lecturer upon the den­
tal science. The other gentleman from 
Lowell and vicinity are well known business 
men, and one or more is now in official posi­
tion under the Lowell City Government. 
The ladies are well known in the communities 
where they reside, and with the other signers 
only desire to respect facts in relation to these 
wonderful manifestations.

8$

N ot Satisfied.
John Wealherbee, who was one of the 

party invited from the Banner of Light, gives 
bis experience, which is a half a column, of 
trying to say something without saying it. In 
short it means that Mr. Wealherbee was not 
satisfied. Probably the conditions were not 
good.

$600 I f  The Manifestations A r t  Fraudulent!
A gentleman from Brooklyn In the b | 

March 28 describes his experience, saying 
that it was much the same as that described

In the last number of the Scientist. Judging 
from the account written, the minuteness of 
his observations in minor, yet exceedingly 
important particulars, we should pronounce 
him a careful Investigator and one not easily 
deceived. He had two private seances, se­
curing Mrs. Pickering in a manner similar to 
that described in our experience in this num­
ber. In closing he says “The curtain was 
drawn aside several times duriug the even­
ing and revealed the medium sitting there as 
I believe and think I saw. After the seance 
I cut with my own hand the cord off the door* 
knob and examined the knots at the waist 
and found they were Just as I had tied them. 
I cut it off myself, so that I can say that I 
know that the figures that appeared could 
not have been that of the medium. To show 
my conviction that the conditions I imposed 
ou the medium were effective, and precluded 
the possibility of her personating, I hereby 
offer to any juggler or any other person not 
a medium, a gift of five hundred dollars, if 
under like conditions they can produce like 
results, allowing roe to tie them as I please, 
which was allowed in this case.”

The gentleman signs himself “W. R. T,” 
but we have his full name.

H knslkioh Wkdgwood, J. P., writes in
1. s. 289 of a seance with Mr. Haxby, medium 
at a private residence. A handkerchief which 
had been taken from him at a previous seance 
was produced by one of the materiate forms. 
Mr. Wedge worth asked that it might be 
placed in his coat pocket. The form cried 
out, “It is done! look in your coat pocket.” 
It was found there underneath his own hand­
kerchief, although the form had not been 
within eight or nine feet of him.

At a private seance with Mr. Eglinton, L s. 
289, Sergeant Cox, who was one of the mem­
bers of the circle, was raised rapidly in the 
air and placed, chair and all, on the centre of 
the table. When the light was struck he was 
found there, still holding the hands of his 
neighbors in the circle.

“I r  a youthful medium anywhere can off 
his own premises present the materialised 
living, wrinkled face of an old man, in a good 
light, in the presence of responsible witnesses, 
we shall be glad to give any amount of time 
and care to the observation of the phenome­
non.” So says the London Spiritual Ut.
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Organ P lacing at 8et{f, A lg ien .

The most remarkable phenomenon of a 
physical nature, Is that relat' d by M Gres- 
let, of Sdllf, Algiers, In the Revue Sp'rite. 
This gentleman, having felt for some time 
the disadvantage of pursuing Spliltualism 
solely by pieans of writing mediuniship, sug­
gested to hWapirit friends to attempt a mus­
ical inanifes:alion. He was directed to find 
two physical mediums, and to place one t r .  
fore the keyboard of the organ and the other 
at the bellows. The medium’s hands were 
to be over the keys, althought* she did not 
know how to use them. There first came a 
rolling sound from within the organ, then 
notes were struck, often quite distant from 
the hands of the medium, who was so over­
come at this event that she began weeping, 
believing herself bewitched. In course of 
time, it appeared as if various musical spir­
its were operating, and when these retired 
quite Inferior compositions were sometimes 
played. The seances took place by daylight, 
and strangers were occasionally invited to 
attend, with various results. On one occa­
sion the organ-blowing medium fell asleep; 
there was no movement of the bellows, and 
yet the music proceeded, although no sound 
could- be pr iduced when contact with the 
keys was tried by persons in the circle.

Pictures Drawn in U a lf a Minute.
T. L. Nichols, M. D., in I s 2t8, “Sitting 

a few days ago with four persons who are a!| 
more or less mediums around a small table, a 
card of three by funr indies, and a lead pen­
cil, were laid upon it. I examined the card, 
to identify it, put a comer tom off into my 
waistcoat pocket. The gas was then turned 
on, and hands joined round the table. It was 
perfect darkness, which no one will object to 
wheu they read of what was done.

In a minute and a half, by estimate, I 
beard a sound of a pencil on paper, and sup­
posed a message was being written on a card. 
In less than half a minute there were rapt 
for light. When the gas was lighted we 
found upon the card every beautiful portrait 
of a lady, which I doubt if the cleverest ar­
tist in Eugtand could have drawn in the best 
light In tan minutes, and which It would be

utterly Impossible for hny owe to draw to the 
dark. I know that when the light was ex­
tinguished, there was no mark upon the 
card. I know that it was the same card, for 
I accurately fitted the tom edge with the cor­
ner in my pocket I believe thet a!l hands 
were joined, and that in lire perfect darkneaa 
I heard the drawing being made. The mi­
croscope will show that it was made with a 
pencil. For tliose who were present there 
could scarely be a more perfect test

Possibly a better one for some of the per­
sons present was gl en under precisely simi­
lar circumstances a few days before, when I 
laid upon the table a sheet of note paper 
marked with my Initials. In perfect dark­
ness we heard the sound as of writing, and, 
on getting a light found written across the 
paper in four directions four distinct messa­
ges, in four different handwritings, each 
quite peculiar, and each perfectly reengnixei 
by persons present as the handwriting of la- 
dividual s they lied known. I see nc flaw la 
thK and no possibility of deception. The 
notepapar and tlta card are pasted in my al­
bum, and I could prove what I have stated 
in regard to them in any* court of justice by 
the oaths of five unimpeachable wiincises.

Mr. Nichols also gives an account of a se­
ance with Mr. EgUutoo and picture drawing 
there In L a. 2S0.

A  Spirit W arning e/ Danger.
E. Louisa S. Nos worthy of New Leeds, 

Iced*. En?.. writes to the L a. J58, that a 
door of a dining room was tnilden'y thrown 
open one morning, and as no ons * ered or 
footsteps heard, immediate search was made 
for an intruder, which dis» overed a confla­
tion in progress in the drawing room on the 
other side of the passage. It was quickly ex­
tinguished, but in another moment a var­
nished screen, a ma*s of drapery, and other 
combustible material w ukl have taken fie, 
with the possibility of the house* being de­
stroyed. Site regards the remarkable spring­
ing open of the door as a warning, and as­
serts that it could have been caused by ae 
human agency, as the servants were not ta 
that part of the bouse.
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passed around her waist and attache! to a 
bracket utidar th« mantel piece, six foot or 
mors from bar: that w« saw tha lower part 
of bar form all the time during tbe seance 
and tbrae time* saw bar full form exposed to' 
view, tbe curtaiu being removed by tbe forms 
appearing; and taw tbe medium during tbe 
whole time she was recovering from her trance 
condition.

During tbe time she was sitting in this 
condition and position, twenty or more forms, 
males and females, and a child appeared, 
coming out from behind the dark curtain, 
and moved about tbe room with varying de­
grees of strength; and we were fully con­
vinced by tbe evidence before us that the 
manifestations were honest, and entirely de­
void of any trickery or collusion with other 
parties, or personation by the medium.

Ambrose Lawrence, Boston; A. B. Plymp- 
ton, Z. Go ward, Lowell; E. P. Hill, Haver­
hill; M. H. Fletcher, Weetford; Francis 
Go ward. N. S. Green leaf, Lowell; D. E. 
Blood, Greenville, N. H.; Abbie E. Fletcher, 
Weetford; Martha A. Go ward, Marline A* 
Abbot, Sarah A. Go ward, Lowell; Sarah W. 
Hunter, Topaham, Me.; Mrs. Wingate of 
Boston, and Mrs. Goodwin of Tuftonboro.’

“Hon. Ambrose Lawrence, who heads this 
testimonial,’’ [writes Mr. Hill in continua­
tion,] “was formerly Mayor of tbe city of 
Lowell, and is professionally a dentist, at 
present reaiding in Boston, and is well known 
to that profession as a lecturer upon tbe den­
tal science. Tbe other gentleman from 
Lowell and vicinity are well known business 
men, and one or more is now in official posi­
tion under tbe Lowell City Government. 
Tbe ladies are well known in tbe communities 
where they reside, and with tbe other signers 
only desire to respect facts in relation to these 
wonderful manifestations.

N ot Satisfied.
John Wealherbee, who was one of tbe 

party invited from tbe Banner of Light, gives 
bis experience, which is a half a column, of 
trying to aay something without saying it. In 
abort it means that Mr. Wealherbee was not 
satisfied. Probably tbe conditions were not 
good.

$600 I f  The Manifestation* A r t  Fraudulent!
A gentleman from Brooklyn in tbe b | 

March 28 describes bis experience, saying 
that it was much tbe same as that described

S C IE N T IS T .

in tbe last number of tbe Scientist. Judging 
from the account written, the minuteness of 
his observations In minor, yet exceedingly 
Important particulars, we should pronounce 
him a careful investigator and one not easily 
deceived. He had two private seances, se­
curing Mrs. Pickering in a manner similar to 
that described in our experience in this num­
ber. Iu closing he says “The curtain was 
drawn aside several times duriug tbe even­
ing and revealed tbe medium sitting there as 
I believe and think I saw. After tbe seance 
I cut with my own band the cord off tbe door* 
knob and examined the knots at the waist 
and found they were just as I had tied them. 
I cut it off myself, so that I can say that I 
know that the figures that appeared could 
not have been that of the medium. To show 
my conviction that the conditions I imposed 
on the medium were effective, and precluded 
the poesibility of her pereonating, I hereby 
offer to any juggler or any other person not 
a medium, a gift of five hundred dollars, if 
under like conditions they can produce like 
results, allowing me to tie them as I please, 
which was allowed in this case.”

The gentleman signs himself “W. R. T,” 
but we have his full name.

H enslkioh Wedgwood, J. P., writes in 
1. s. 288 of a seance with Mr. Haxby, medium 
at a private residence. A handkerchief which 
had been taken from him at a previous seance 
was produced by one of the materiate forms. 
Mr. Wedge worth asked that it might be 
placed in his coat pocket. The form cried 
ont, “It is done! look in your coat pocket.” 
It was found there underneath his own hand­
kerchief, although the form had not been 
within eight or nine feet of him.

At a private seance with Mr. Eglinton, 1. s. 
288, Sergeant Cox, who was one of the mem­
bers of the circle, was raised rapidly in tbe 
air and placed, chair and all, on the centre of 
the table. When tbe light was struck he was 
found there, still holding the hands of his 
neighbors in the circle.

“Ir a youthful medium anywhere can off 
his own premises present the materialised 
living, wrinkled face of an old man, in a good 
light, in the presence of responsible witnesses, 
we shall be glad to give any amount of time 
and care to the observation of the phenome­
non.” So says the London Spiritual Ut.
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Organ P laying at Stiff,  Algiers.

The most remarkable phenomenon of e 
physical nature, la that relat'd by M Gros­
ier, of Sdllf, Algiers, In the Revue Spirits. 
This gentleman, having felt for some time 
the disadvantage of pursuing Spiritualism 
solely by means of writing inediumshlp, sug­
gested to his spirit friends to attempt a mus­
ical manifestation. lie was directed to And 
two physical mediums, and to place one tc. 
fore the keyboard of the organ and the other 
at the bellows. The medium’s hands were 
to be over the keys, although!* she did not 
know how to use them. There first came a 
rolling sound from within the organ, then 
notes were struck, often quite distant from 
Ilia hands of the medium, who was so over­
come at this event that she began weeping, 
believing herself bewitched. In course of 
time, it appeared as If various musical spir­
its were operating, and when those retired 
quite inferior compositions were sometimes 
played. The seances took place by daylight, 
and strangers were occasionally -invited to 
attend, with various results. On one occa­
sion the organ-blowing medium fell asleep; 
there was no movement of the bellows, and 
yet the music proceeded, although no sound 
could- be pnduced when contact with the 
keys was tried by persons In the circle.

Pictures Drawn in H a lf a Minute.
T. L. Nichols, M. D., in I s 2S8, “Sitting 

a few days ago with four persons who are at) 
more or less mediums around a small table, a 
card of three by fonr Indies, and a lead pen­
cil, were laid upon it. I examined the card, 
to identify it, put a comer tom off into my 
vaistcoat pocket. The gas was then turned 
on, and hands joined round the table. It was 
perfect darkness, wlildi no one will object to 
when they read of what was done.

In a minute and a half, by estimate, I 
beard a sound of a pencil on paper, and sup­
posed a message was being written on a card. 
In less than half a minute there were raps 
(or light When the gas was lighted we 
found upon the card a very beautiful portrait 
of a lady, which I doubt If the cleverest ar­
tist In England could have drawn In the best 
light in tea minutes, and which it would be

utterly Impossible for any o«e to draw In the 
dark. I know that when the light was ex­
tinguished, there was no mark upon the 
card. I kmw that It was the same card, for 
I accurately fitted the tom edge with lire cor­
ner In my pocket. I believe that all hands 
were joined, and that in tlie perfect darkness 
I heard the drawing being made. The mi­
croscope will show that It was made with a 
pencil. For those wiio were present there 
could scare I y be a more perfect test.

roesihly a better one for some of the per­
sons present was gi-ren under precisely simi­
lar circumstances a few days before, when I 
laid upon the table a sheet of note paper 
marked with my Initials. In perfect daik- 
ness we heard the sound as of writing, and, 
on getting a light, found written across the 
paper in four directions four distinct messa­
ges, In four different handwritings, each 
quite peculiar, and each perfectly recognised 
by persons present as the handwriting of in­
dividuals they had known. I see nc flaw la 
this, and no possibility of deception. The 
notepaper and the card are paster) in my al­
bum, and I could prove what I have stated 
in regard to them in any- court of justice by 
the oaths of fire unimpeachable witnesses.

Mr. Nichols also gives an account of a se­
ance with Mr. Egliuton and picture drawing 
there in L a. 280.

A  Spirit W arning o f  Danger.
E. Louisa S. Nos worthy of New Leeds, 

I^eds, Eng., writes to the I. a. 288, that a 
door of a dining room was suddenly thrown 
open one morning, and as no one entered or 
footsteps heard, immediate search was made 
for an Intruder, which discovered a confla­
tion in progress in the drawing room on the 
oilier side of the passage. It was quickly ex­
tinguished, but In an oilier moment a var­
nished screen, a ma«s of drapery, and other 
combustible material wmkl have taken Are, 
with the possibility of the liouseo being de­
stroyed. She regards the remarkable spring­
ing open of the door as a wanting, and as­
serts that It could have been caused by no 
human agency, as the servants were not In 
that part of the bouse.



90 SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST.

TV Sewing TM
At a seance for inquirer*, ffir*n by the B

N. A. of Spiritualists, in 1-ondon, 1. a., 8$s, 
the medium was secured by sewing, accord­
ing to tbe method of “nearly absolute tesla*’ 
Every person In the circle had an opportuni­
ty to step into the cabiuet immediately after 
a hand was shown, to remove any doubts 
from their minds as to the agency of the me­
dium in producing the manifestations.

Painting and Drawing.
Towands, Tenn.. had an old lady 74 years 

of age, a remarkable medium for painting 
and drawing. Some five years ago she be­
came afflicted with a nervous affection, so 
that her hands shake and tremble like one 
with the palsy; yet, when the band is placed 
on paper, holding either a brush or pencil, 
it becomes firm and steady, and rapidly pro 
duces a painting or drawing. The lady is a 
widow of a well-known general of that place- 
was born in Philadelphia, has travelled much 
in Europe, and is of fine culture and pleasing 
address.

Writing Mediumship.
In France, Spain and the other conti­

nental countries, the study of Spiritualism is 
pursued almost exclusively by means of writ­
ing mediumship, chiefly of an indirect char­
acter, and in this manner the doctrines of 
the erratidty of spirits, and of their reincar- 
ation in earthly bodies, have been elaborated 
In fact, the works of Allan Kardec are com­
posed almost wholly from teachings received 
through a vast number of wriliug mediums 
in all parts of France.

Dntrwo one of a series of experiments in 
Form Manifestations in England, while the 
form was walking about and doing sundry 
things with the furniture, a bell suddenly 
rang, which the janitor thought was from the 
professor, and hurried to his room, and the 
door unfortunately haring been left unlocked, 
he entered suddenly with his light, which 
brightly illuminated the partially lighted 
room, and caused a fearful perturbation, for 
no sooner was tbe door opened and the light 
admitted, than the medium gave a fearful 
scream, the figure at the same time making a 
rash for tbe curtain. On instantaneously ex­
amining the medium, she was found sewed up 
and suspended just as they left her, but in­

stead of being awake was found to be in a
kind of fit, which proved to be cataleptic, for 
she remained in that unconscious state for 
nearly three days before she was sufllciently 
recovered from the shock to be able to speak, 
and fully six weeks elapsed before she recov­
ered her normal state.

At a seance with Mr. Arthur Coleman, 
medium, at a private residence, in London, 
Eng.,1. s. 889, Mr. Coleman produced some 
pieces of white paper. The corners were 
torn off in the light, after which, in the dark, 
in from Are to ten seconds, an elaborate and 
artistic likeness of Napoleon I., was drawn in 
pencil upon one of the pieces of paper; it wu 
such a drawing as might have been quickly 
executed in fifteen or twenty minutes, in the 
light, by a clever and experienced mortal 
artist. The torn-off corner was found by the 
sitter who had retained it to lit exactly tbe 
piece of paper on which the drawing had been 
executed.

A  Flower Medium in Birmingham, Eng.
A correspondent in the 1. m. d. 411, re­

ports a successful seance with John Sum- 
merfield of Birmingham, who under test con­
ditions obtained the flowers in a cabiuet.

A t  a seance with Mr. Williams, reported 
in I. m. d., 410, a sitter desired the spirit 
form to read a number on a bank note in 
the dark. A paper was then put in the sit­
ters lap upon which the number was correctly 
written.

Mrs. A d e l l a  B. W h e e l e r  of Spring- 
ville, N. T., is spoken of by her friends as a 
private medium for physical and form mani­
festations.

S. V. H a i .l e r , of Sandusky, Ohio, form­
ed a developing circle six weeks ago, and 
now obtains raps that give intelligence, and 
lights that increase in brightness with each 
silting.

M. Gornir, who was a member of the Na­
tional Assembly from 1871 to 1785, in lbs 
Revue Spirits gives an account of seven pa­
ges in length of his experiences with Dr. 
Slade iu Brussels.

The phenomenon of a materiate form eating 
cake or other food, and drinking water or 
wine, is reported as occurring in a number of 
instances through different mediums in Lon­
don. No trace of the food is discovered after 
the form disappears.



Editor's Record. T he Trance
THE BANNER OF LIGHT MESSAGE 

DEPARTMENT.
In this department « •  record In alphabetical order 

Ihe name* fWvn w llh  (he eommunli'oikme roeclTi-d at 
the circles o f  Ihe Banner o f  L leht, In Hoeton and B al­
timore ; also whatever Information relate* to Identity, 
•uch as time plane and cause or paselny aw ay, allu­
sions to earth scenes, and relatives or friends either 
in earth or spirit life. I t  Is urged that Identity eon 
alien be traced In ihe language or peculiar form of  
tinreselon ; but this o f  course can bs determined  
only by friends or relatives. W e preserve a record 
of ihe stated facts. I t  will be useful to those w ho  
may In the future desire to refer to any m essage ; the 
dale at the close o f  aach ons indicates the paper In 
which It appeared.

Alden, Ezra D., Chicago, left the earth Feb. 
10, 1867,—mar 23.

Anonymous, a minister who committed sui­
cide not many miles from Boston,— 
mar 2.

Arnold, Welcome, Providence, R. I. Desires 
those who know him that he still exists, 
mar 1.

Bangs, Zenas, East Canton street, Boston, 
agreed to come mar 0.

Bowers, Herman H., Milford, Maas.—mar 23.
B---- , Mary A., Paris, France, husband’s

name Charles, he was a comedian. Sends 
word to her daughter Jaue,—mar 0. 

Bradley, Hugh, Zion, Cecil county, once re­
sided in Baltimore, 75 y old,—mar 2. 

Brown, George D., native of Boston, passed 
out in Jersey City, hopes for a response 
from C. D. and George B. D.—mar 0. 

Brown, Luther, Sebec, Me., drowned in the 
pond, did not commit suicide,—mar 0. 

Bock, John, Halifax, 42 y, been gone 3 y, 
to hi* sister Mary. Has had various ex­
perience* in life, the only thing that ev- 

* <>r gave him the blues was to have to 
keep his tongue sli'i,—mar 0.

Burdick, Edward C., Waterbury, Conn., 20 
y old, went only a few ntontha ago, 
mother's name Harriet, father’s name 
William, has friends in Springfield and 
Somers, Conn.—uiar 23.

Bums, Jane C., formerly of Scotland,—mar 
18.

Butters, Ella U., Cambridge, 25 y old,—mar 
16.

Catlin, George M., Cincinnati, 48 y old, con­
sumption, mother’s name Amelia Ford, 
father’s name James, has a brother Hen­
ry, tit# last known of him was located In 
Sau Francisco,—mar 23.

Chase, Charles, Brooklyn, been gone but a 
few mouths, was a surgeon, has filends 
there,—mar 23.

Child, A. B., an address,—mar 16.
Clough, Daniol, Washington City, 70 y old,— 

mar 0. _

Clyde, Eunice A., Bangor, Me., 17 y old, 
dropsical consumption. Has met Grand­
ma Man roc, and Aunt Nancy Clyde,— 
roar 0.

Daniel, Mary A. D„ Trenton, N. J., been 
gone 5 y. Enjoyed a happy reunion with 
father, mother, brother James, cousin 
Clara and uiete Minnie,—mar 2.

Daniel, an address,—mar 0.
Demock, Henrietta, wife of Gen. Charles 

Dewock,—mar 6.
Devine, John, 56 y old, consumption, paeeed 

out SepL 1866, sends message to sister 
Katie,—mar 16.

Do boon, Lewis V., Indianapolis, 11 y 6 m old, 
been gone 4 y, sends message to his 
mother and speaks of couiain Aggie,— 
mar 16.

Durkin, Daniel, New York, suu-stroke, been 
gone since 1873, was sick tome 8 or 10 
months, sends word to Bridget,—mar 23.

Farnsworth, Ralph, Norwich, Conn., to his 
old friends and patients,—mar 2.

Faulkner, Amanda, East Rochester, 18 y, to 
her mother,—mar 2.

Frailly, Com, James Madison, Philadelphia. 
72 y old, an addrees,—mar 16.

Francis, Alph*us D., Quincy, 111., 35 y old, 
consumption, to Ills brother,—mar 23.

Fuzzel, Ezra Reade, from Omaha his body 
came to New Jersey,—mar 2.

Gladdin, Bertie, Plalnville, Conn., (a child) 
mama's name Addle, papa’s George. 
Grandpa Gladden came with ber. Speaks 
of mother’s sister Jessie,—mar 0.

Green, Ann, Quakertowu, Penn., 80 y old,—
mar 2.

Gregory, William Darius, was a trsve'er. 
lias a sister llauuali, a father wlioee first 
was something tike his. mother’s name 
Hannah. They are with him in the 
spirit life. Advice to Gertie, a little girl 
when he was here, now grown to woman­
hood,—mar 2.

Grinnel, Dr., a medium, who once lived in 
Rhode Island, sometimes in Connecticut. 
People knew him In both places,—mar 
IQs

Gustiu, Helen Maria, Clyde, O., 35 y old, 
been gone 2 y, sends message to her 
friends, has met her mother,—mar 23.

Hale, William, Meriden, Conn., to hie wife 
Fannie,—mar 16.

Herd, Joel W., Charleston, 8. C., 38 y old, 
typhoid fever, near relatives are with 
him, desires to reach parties in Rich­
mond,—mar 23.

Holcomb, Tudor F., Swtsbury, Conn., 54 y 
old, not been gone great while,—mar 
16.
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Hood, Lixxie V., from Charlestion, S. C., 
onco lived In Savannah and again in 
Frankfort, It) y old, pneumonia. Tell 
Lixxie »lio lias met Gi-orge. lias also 
met A mue and Lixxie,—mar 0.

Jackson, Thomas, Georgetown, 87 y old. 
Death a welcome me**eiig< r; knew that 
hi* spirit would live,—mar 2.

Jacobs, Lorenxo, of T---- county, CO y old,
not been gone long,—mar 2.

Jone*, George L., Hath, Me., sends letters to 
Henry L. V. of Denver City,—mar 23.

Kreissinan, Charlie, Cairo, 111.—mar 23.
L. an address,—mar 23.
Le Favor, James, an address,—mar 0.
Long, Herbert, San Francisco, 32 y old, gone 

4 y Christmas, Shot ihiougli the head, 
mar V.

Lore, Dallas D., atone time took hold of the 
Chiisliau Advocate, an address,—mar U.

MeCluster, Alexander, passed out in Savan­
nah, Ga., 56 y old, mother, English, 
named Barlow, father, Scotch, named 
James. Suffered from on inward diffi­
culty, was a trader, hopes Minnie, wife 
of hi* friend V., will be glad to hear from 
him,—mar 23.

McIntyre, Julia, from New York City, pneu­
monia, 24 y old, been gone 4 y in Jan­
uary. Tells James to g» to a medium 
in New York City and she will bring uu- 
cte John,—mar U.

McDermott, Anna, lived on Concord street, 
Baltimore,—uiar 23.

M---- n, Samuel, Fall Hirer, will soon send
mes-age to father, mother and sister 
Sarah,—mar 16.

McDevitt, William, Atlanta, Ga , of fever. 
To lua brother Eben and his slater Susan. 
If limy would go to a medium he will 
talk with them,—mar 2.

McDonald, Patrick, Newaik, N. J., 42 y old, 
been gone 3 > January 25. 'lo his slater 
Bridget that he is happy,—mar 2.

McNeil, William Henry, lift Victoria, Van- 
cover’s Island, nearly 3 yrs ago, desire* 
to reach friend*, has been before,—23.

Monroe, Wealthy, Weymouth, speaks of her 
grand-daughter and Charlotte,—mar 23.

Newton, Sarah, Memphis, Tenn., 05 y old,— 
mar 23.

Miles, Isaac, B roc ton, Mass., 72 y old,—mar 
16.

Mite, Aaron, a letter to J. M. Peebles,—mar
2.

Oakes, Caroline, formerly Hart, left the body 
at Fentandia, Fla., terrible disease, hus­
bands name Oliver S. Oakes,—mar 10.

P n, Sarah K., one who used to see spirits 
when here,—mar 10.

Palmer, Ida, from Jackson, has been before, 
an addres,—mar 2.

Percy, Lewis, to friends in Portland; died of 
a fever,—mar 0.

Biggin, Alice, eldest daughter of John and 
Alice Barringer, l.lxed with her son on 
Light streei, Baltimore, Md.,—mar 22.

Bigg*. William Baxter, New Orleans, left tha 
body nine years ago, whila the bells were 
ringing for church of a Sunday inomlug, 
50 years old,—mar 10.

Bitche, Bev. Joseph, passed away In London, 
an address,—mar 2.

Sampson, Charles, went out from New Glou­
cester, Me., used to keep the poor house 
at Portland,—mar 23.

Slmonton, Samuel, Columbia, South Caro­
lina,—uiar 10.

Smith, Samuel D., New Orleans, 1800, to his 
sister-in-law, Sarah Levette,—mar 23.

Smith, William F., Maloon, III., 58 y old, 
been gone 2 y June 11 last, consumption, 
to hi* sister, Lydia, daughter Mary; bss 
met his wives, Luciuda and Elisabeth,— 
mar 0.

Spinning, Carrie, has not forgotten Mary 
H----y. S----- lx there,—uiar 0.

Talbot, Deacon Peter, of Machlas, Me., pass­
ed out in Bliode Island, 00 y old, been 
gono 2 y, an abolitionist, to his frieuds, 
—mar 2.

Tobias, Mary Ann, Charleston, S. C., col­
ored, X8 y old, went out with consump­
tion; desires to reach a friend now in 
Washington,—mar 2.

Thompson, Anna Edith, lived on Cathedral 
at, Baltimore, 21 y old. painful sfekueas; 
eldest daughter of William aud Harriet 
Thompson,—mar 0.

Thompson, John, Baltimore, Dolphin at, 41 y 
—mar 10.

W— , U. M., didn't believe In Spiritualism, 
to Cora, his sister who is a missionary 
in a far off laud, thinks uncle Ed. wiu 
understand that it l« him, refers to Gra­
de in the earth life, and Grandmother 
w ho is with Inin,—mar 2.

Wells, Walter, drowned on on Ills passage 
from New Yoik to the-West Indies, 
seven years ago last spring, has a friend 
in New York who asked him to return, 
mar 0.

Whitney, William 'Wallace, once of New 
York Stale, an address,—mar 16.

Wilcox, Dr. John, went out in Boston, to 
his friends,—mar 16.

Wilcoxson, Josephine, Sacramento, Cal., 
43 y old, went out 7 year* ago In Janu­
ary, sends message to sister Klixa,— 
mar 28.

Williamson, old Jim, an address,—mar 2.
Willia, Sarah M , Sacramento, Cal., trouble 

In llie head, sends message to Auut Dot- 
lie aud cousin Minnie,—mar 23.

Mess a oxs Becoonized.—The Bannerol 
Light during the past month has published 
lists of recognized messages, amounting in 
all to twenty. *



GENERAL MENTION AND GOSSIP.

Early History o f Spiritualism In America.
La Roy Sunderland say* Tha Spirit World 

newspaper, published and edited by myself 
In Boston, In 1800, wai the Aral pcrodlcal 
ever Issued In America devoted to Spiritual- 
lira. The Telegraph was not atarted till 
aome yeara after. The Spirit Jdeaaenger, 
Springfield, Mail., and two or three other 
ipirilual papers in New England, had also 
priority of The Telegraph.

The editor of The Spirit World waa the 
ploueer lecturer on afkilualiain in America. 
He gave the firat lectures ever heard on this 
subject hi Uoaton, November, 1840. In a 
course of lectures on 'Talheliaro," continu­
ed for sixty-two nights in succession, in the 
old Masonic Temple, Trcmont street, two 
lectures were added on Spiritualism. Next 
fall, lu 1850,1 hired a hail, and fitted it up 
at my own cost, and for three months gave 
gratuitous lectures three limes a week. This 
was in Tremont street, at the head of Hano­
ver. For more than two years I occupied 
that field alone in Boston. I gave the first 
public lectures ever heard on this subject in 
New York, Philadelphia, Providence, R. I., 
Portland, Me., and iu other cities through­
out the country. Mrs. Margaret Sunderland 
Cooper was tpo pioneer medium in New 
England. Spiritual phenomena had occurr­
ed iu the family of Dr. Phelps, in Stralf >rd. 
Conn., and oilier places without any human 
mediums. And there were five mediums iu 
western New Yoik ; the three Fox sister iu 
Roche>ter; and Mrs. Sarah A. Tuuilin, and 
Mrs. D. D. T. Benedict, in Auburn ; none 
of whom, however, gave regular sittings for 
responses from the spirit world.

Doubtful Mediums.

Since writing the editorial “ How Spiritu­
alists Are Made," we hare received a copy of 
the Chicago l  imes of March 30. Iu this it 
appears that Uastian and Taylor, who have 
been In Loudon and other places, and have 
now located* iu Chicago, refuse to have any 
tests imposed and demand conditions that 
will admit of deception if they see fit to 
practice It. The editor of the R. P. Journal 
having withdrawn his endorsement from 
them, they undertake to ascii be false motives 
for his conduct, or, In other words, “ bully ” 
him Into taking a different course with regard 
to them. We hope they will be fully aired 
until their genuineness Is demonstrated.

»
which, to our mind, has never yet been done. 
Iu fact, we have heard much that Inclines to 
a different Interpretation of the manifeetn- 
tions produced In their presence.

We direct especial attention to the edito­
rial named above Uastian and Taylor pur­
sue mediuiuship as a business. If Upirltnai- 
Isls accept llivtn as mediums, it should be 
because they K now them to be such. To be 
worthy of support as mediums, they should 
be able to convince honest enquirers that 
spirit agency causes the manifestations In 
their presence. If they will not do so, U Is 
to be presumed that they cannot. Let them 
be repudiated then. Spiritualism is not re­
sponsible for what they may or may not do, 
anymore than it would be for clever tricksters 
who can produce the same effects without the 
assistance of spirit power.

Tribute* to Eminent French Spiritualist*.
The Revue Spirits chronicles as eminent 

Spiritualists who have passed on, Mas. Ms- 
line Coutanceau, an authoress; at Verrise, a 
noted patriot and wiiter, M. Eugene Boimi- 
da; Mme. Mourner, of Valence. At Rouen, 
on the “ day of all souls,” the Spiritualists 
gathered at the graves of two of their former 
highly esteemed co-religionists. Mile, lieo- 
taud and M. Guilbert, where Mr. Biot, Pres­
ident of the Society of Spiritualists, pro­
nounced a discourse.
Spiritualism  fa South A frica.

J. H. Herbs!, of Cape Town, South Africa, 
says that Spiritualism existed aud the must 
abounding phenomena look place in that 
country sixty years ago. The people there 
are nearly all Calvinists and deeply preju­
diced against the subject, believing it the 
work of the devil; but it bad taken such 
deep root there that neither church nor gov­
ernment would ever be able to obliterate iu
Spiritualism  in G la^om , Scotland.

The Spiritualists are not a large body there, 
but seem to be well united. They have. In 
additiou to public Suudsy eveuing services, 
two semi-private meetings every week on 
Wednesday and Saturday nights at their ball 
iu the Trongste. Strangers are admitted to 
hose rasaliitgt by the iutroduetiou of mem­
bers of the society. On Saturday nights a 
eance is held for trance spetkiug a nd physi­
cal manifestations, Mr. David Duguid being 
the principal i edlum.



M SPIRITUAL SC IENTIST.

LECTURERS’ AND MEDIUMS’ NOTES.
Ik Meriden, Conn., Mr*. J. Franskowkl ia 

u**d at a teat medium, and Mr*. A. Q. Dil- 
lasray a* a clairvoyant and magnetic physi­
cian.

The secular press ia entbuaiaatic over the 
dramatic reading* of Mr*. Emma Tuttle. 
Her power* of delineation and impersonation 
are aaiJ to be aimpiy marvelous, and the suc­
ceed* equally well in tragedy and comedy.

N kw Orleans, La., has at present but 
few public mediums, though there are said 
to be many private ones.

Watkins, who ia said to be a medium for 
slate writing, although a few year* ago he 
was detected in an imposture, is just now 
engaged In a quarrel of words with Bishop, 
who need* no introduction to our readers. 
As far as the quarrel has progressed, it 
would seem that Bishop desired Watkins’ 
aid in giving the slate writing exposure, 
which phenomenon, of course, Watkins 
could obtain by his mediumistic power, while 
Bishop could not. Watkins claims to have 
joined Bishop to acquaint himself with his 
tricks.

Thk wife of Professor S. B. Brit tan in
New York city, has had several shocks of
paralysis, and her health is failing rapidly, so
that she cannot long remain in the form.•

Mrs. E ldridge, wife of Col. Eldtidge, is 
wpoken of by the editor of the Religio Philo­
sophical Journal as a fine medium for inde­
pendent slate writing, which is done without 
any pencil being furnished and under condi­
tions which preclude the possibility of fraud. 
Mrs. Eldridge seconds with alacrity every 
reasonable suggestion of the investigator 
which will render the test more conclusive. 
Col. and Mrs. Eldridge think of making a 
tour of the Northern States ths coming sum­
mer. They will certainly be heartily wel­
comed, for they could have no better endorser 
than Col. Bundy.

Tbk Spiritualists of Bushnell, III., have 
organized and are preparing to build a hall 
and call a lecturer for steady work. E. E. 
Chesney of that place says it is the result of 
the labors of Capt. H. H. Brown.

Ik the case of Webster and William Eddy, 
who were arrested in Albany, N. Y., on a 
warrant charging them with being “disorder­
ly persons, to wit, common showmen and 
mountebanks," the prosecution failed to

produce evidence of fraud, and they were 
discharged. The judge, very singularly, 
suggested to their counsel, the propriety of 
their taking out a license as showmen unier 
the city ordinance.

J ohn T tkbman, of Australia, announces 
his Intention to come to America and give 
lectures here.

T hokas W alker , the English trance lec­
turer, is still in Australia.

Dr. H. B. Storkr, of Boston, has spoken 
almost every Sunday lately in towns and 
cities uear Boston.

It is rumored that Dr. H. T. Child, of 
Philadelphia, has withdrawn his connection 
with Spiritualist Associations and joined the 
Hicksite Quakers.

Charles Foster is to be in SL Louis, 
Mo., during April and May and in Boston in 
June.

A pleasant and numerouly-attended gath­
ering of the Spiritualists of Derby, England, 
including a fair number tfrom the surround­
ing district, took .place in the Temperance 
Hall, on the eveuiug of Wednesday, Feb. 
20th. The ob’ect of the mcetiug, held under 
the auspices of the Derby Psychological So­
ciety, was.to give Mr. J. J. Morse a public 
reception and welcome to the. town, be hav­
ing adopted it as his future residence.

Thk article “A Work of Value to Spiritu­
alists," submitted by Mrs. Dr. W. H. Muller, 
will receive attention next month.

J. J. Morse is engaged for the third year 
as the lecturer to the. Newcastle Psychologi­
cal Society.

Thk editor of the 1. s. 286, in an article on 
the influence of the sitters upon physical 
manifestations, makes the following observa­
tion, which our limited observation and In­
vestigation have found to be in the main cor­
rect: When a physical medium is perfectly 
happy and comfortable at a seance, the man­
ifestations take place with great power; when 
he is unhappy they are weakened or not pro­
duced at all, and still more is this the 
case when he has a rational or irrational dis­
like to any member of the circle.

A nha  M. Middle brook, M. D., has again 
entered the lecture field, and may be ad­
dressed box 778, Bridgeport, Conn.

S p i r i t  James Nolan is still of the opinion 
that a general European war is inevitable.
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MEETINGS.
w h e h  a it d  W inns i i k i . d , s o c i e t i e s , a c .

W o h art In (rpo a Hat which I* ant M enmploto u  
It will bv In I ho rmaro. W o Harr oddrooowl rfrrnlrrs 
for Ihs purpose o f m aking enrri-etlnns and addition*, 
but aomo or lha replies h id not m i M  aa up 10 tha 
lima o f  going to pr. aa. W o Inland In aaabr It fall and 
rrllabla and aak lha aid o f  thoaa w ho can aoaiat aa la 
thla d I rant ton. for Splrlloa llau  who arc travelling And 
It dlfBcoli to got Information concerning mcctlnga that 
ara held In som e lom lttlcr thojr mar happon to bo In. 
For want o f apace and a daalra to giro TUB m r i  tha 
prefer* lies, we oaalt lha Hal thla month

H. N. R o t h f r t , 814 Broad street, Rich­
mond, Vs., writes that the Spiritualists and 
Llberallsts In that vicinity ere to hold a con­
vention at the same time with the State (air, 
commencing Oct. 30th.

Galtestoh, Tex., has a spiritual society, 
organised in June, 1877, that Is growing 
quietly hut steadily. It has leased a hall, 
appropriately furnished it, and every Sunday 
evening inspirational lectures are delivered 
through the mediumship of Mrs. S. A. Hor­
ton Talbot. Thursday nights of each week, 
socials are held. It has also a library.

P o r a m t i,  Penn., has a hall, built last 
year, known as Centennial Hall, where lec­
tures are occasionally held. It will seat 
seven hundred.

The directors of the New England Spiritu­
alist Camp-Meeting Association had a meet­
ing at Greenfield the 80th of February, to 
begin planning for next August’s camp-meet­
ing at Lake rieasant, and will meet again 
before long to perfect their arrangements. 
The meeting will begin on the 0th of August, 
and close September 3d, thus taking in four 
Sundays instead of three, as last year. Tlte 
Fitchburg band of twenty-four pieces has 
been engaged, and will arrive on Saturday, 
the 10th, and retna!:i twenty-three days. 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays of each week 
will be special days for picnics and lectures. 
The Association is in a flourishing condition, 
and the prospects for a very large attendance 
are already assured.

The Spiritualists and Llberallsts of Bricks- 
burg, N. J., hold meetings every Sunday at 
the residence of Dr. E. Marston, formerly of 
Cambridge, Mass. F. M. Marston is presi­
dent of the society.

From Rutland, Vt, comes the report that 
there is a greater interest manifested in Spir­
itualism at the present time than there has 
been since 1871. Meetings are held every 
Sabbath at the Spiritualists’ Hall, and circles

for development two evenings a week at the
residence of J. M. Weeks, M. D.

A boot XT for psychological stadias Is be­
ing organized in Pads, Charles Lemon, the 
well known author, having accepted tbs sec­
retaryship.

Tiir Spiritualists of Quincy. Mass., have 
formed themselves Into an eeeodaikoa with 
the following board of officers: President. 
Henry Cbubbuck; Secretary. Edward Hard­
wick ; Treasurer, Hosea B. Ellis.

T h e  Quarterly Convention of Western 
New York Spiritualists was held at Loefcport, 
February 1. Reported la fall in b 1 March 
10.

T. E. Boctelle , Esq., manages the meet­
ings of Spiritualists in Amesbury, Mass. Tha 
public in that vicinity are indebted to Mm 
for his liberality in getting the best lecturers 
in the movement.

U t i c a ,  N. Y.. has a fine hall, the property
of Spiritualists, known as Progressive HalL 
It hss a large society, strong, wealthy and 
prosperous, and the leading lecturers are an-
8*8*d-
SpirituaUsm and Insanity fa FVnce

Armand Gresley, in the Revue Spirits for 
February, 1878. “ I lately read statistics of 
the insane in France, classed according to 
the causes of their malady; there was not ana 
single Spiritualist (tpirite) among them.

BuddM tt Priesfs U the railed Statea.
J. M P eebles , in an address delivered in 

England, said “he was making arrangements 
for two Buddhist priests, who could speak 
English well, and were more than a match 
for the missionaries, to visit the United 
States to teach the Christians there to land 
better lives; he might afterwards possibly 
bring them to England.’' Since reading the 
above, we have noticed in the Xew York 
secular papers during the past month tha 
announcement of the arrival.of two Buddhist 
priests iu that city.

Siii/matization.
On this subject C. Carter Blake, DocC ScL, 

Lecturer on comparative anatomy and anal­
ogy, West min-ter Hospital School of Medi­
cine, read a paper kef we the British Nation­
al association of Spiritualists, last month. 
Thoa Interested In the subject will find a re­
port lu L a. 88.
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Cou Drtomtrt. of Paris, continues In 
tlM Rerue Spirit* bis monthly narrailves, 
now amounting to nins in number, of ntsni- 
fesuikna occurring through the metiiumsliip 
of a girt named Amelia. The seances hare 
been always confined to the family circle of 
Q*L Deroinet, and a gradual development 
of the medium’s powers has taken place, 
from raps and the transportation of objects, 
especially finwers, through closed door*, to a 
highly-atevelnped clairvoyant ' vision, by 
means of which many tests of identity, con 
sidered perfectly satisfactory by the sitters, 
have been given' A specimen of the nature 
of these narratives was given in the Scientist 
of last month.

11a B f.r k s  n c T c n i T S o . v  writes from 
Cape Town, South Africa: “The Malay 
priests in this place use n kind of magic, af­
ter the style of tlie Indian Fakirs.”

r iA W  P u t i w  L u n r  u  a  P a t . 8tr»ngr a .  It 
m ;  e r a .  k  k  tree. T he wonderful mnehin r» IM  
H o o k ’s rhart, enables or-e who k now , oothl 'g o f  
■ e t c  w  p'ay in a day. Music im c h fr i ib c m . l i e  
aefcnn w lcdcc it to be the ( i t u n t  inrouliou Of the 19th 
centaiy —A ih .

F m m  Colby A Rich, Boston, Mass.
T i l t  U » K  < r  B n x c .  by Almira Kidd. 1ST pp. $1.
T>ta book h w  foe » sub till'-, “ I*>yrhalooy, R i-tn- 

c t n u t n o .  (Smland its r. l«lton>," .h o w ir g  tin- occult 
t o  ere la  atan, ibal loti IHgrnce in .n lte .t l  w nhoul ma­
terial, end the r e t  important thi-ig . know. The 
aathor a n  : -TW * work t . d r .llc .ti d to thr enllght- 
m e n nt of h em .a lly  on m w  n f  tin- m e t  Im port.i.t 
aebp ct» e f  bring. One o f  the lira  obllg-d Iona we ow e  
■•mortal being* la to rrmh-r to ou rf. l ow  m .n  Its 
■ n eb  o f  gand a* « « e  within onr power to transmit. 
He n b n  haa ltd  d la  m aiare life, and h e  failed to hen. 
rUt h i. M  ow  man h a . certainly llred In vatu, and 
w ill n m  lim e dUeurer h i. ain uf o m iss io n ”

From James Bums, London, Eng.
L r a m  Fam e * v  T .tr s: A  Narrative o f  P ersoncl
K iperlenem  by J .  J .  H u n t.
notw ithstanding the bard tim es th is Indefatigable 

work, r Jam n  Hums keeps at work ixiM i.hr'* the 
Modnim and Daybreak ereeklr, and finding time to 
W o r n  and get out hnoks like thl- In-fore u*. It iatllu .-  
tralrd with tw o photogiarha ; one o f  the author and 
the m brr o f  M . guide -T ie n  PI n T ie."  to w h o m  .o  
many li» e m .l with —  murh plemnru when Mr. Morse 
w as ta this cnantry. Three trance n d d m o e . .r e  ad­
ded. T he volume w ill n t.k e  a welcom e addUhiu to 
tbs library e f  aay Spiritualist.

B c o n n ta a  a b d  Cu b it ia x it t  F a c e  to  F a c e , by 
J . M. I Vetoes, M D.

W hen the aether w as at Pan'ara. Ceylon, a Bod. 
dtout prieot m it  la o r .l  debate the Itev. Mr. S uva  a 
W rtoeyan m|jtUt> r The diaemwio-t laelod tw o d .y a , 
aud waa attended by an andlanca o f  from flic  to 
w n n  thooaand people T h i. p .m phk-t o f  SS page. Is 

I that has been rarise/  ‘a tepatt i by the rorpretive dla- 
i *o I hat It m ay be taksa as s  correct accouul

From W. H. Harrison, London, Eng.
M irra i s  Tint V e i l : A Collection o f  Inspirational
IV i-m . and  £aa.tya.
T h is  1. th e  title  o f  a  co llo d io n  o f  a rtlrlo a  on Rplrlt- 

nai|*m  fk-nm v arious a u th o r ., am ong « horn a re  Oer- 
aM  Maaai-v. C. t 'a r le r  lllak e  I te r  C M .u rlee  D ai lie , 
A nna H laehw oll. Knilty- K laltnghurv  F lorence Mar- 
rav a t, W illiam  W hile , and iuhcr« . T h o  n am e, ol lha 
w riter*  o f th e  c o n te n t, a re  an earnt at t l i . l  tliemi are 
w o rth  rend ing  and p reserv in g . T h e  volum e la at. 
Iraetlvely  p rin ie il and Inuind In n haudaom e style 
th a t w ill m ake It a  tab 'o  o rnam en t.

F r o m  n o u g l i t o n ,  O s g o o d  A  C o . ,  B o s to n . 
M a s s .

Pt o b t  o r  a  M iv e  ; hy  llret TTarte, IT* pp . (onIfbrm 
w ith  th e  “ I J tllv  C ae-lc*’ ) price $1 uO.

N ovel, ami ro m an ce . h «ve .o  m uch  o f  a  anmenem 
o f  . ly le  w hen tren lh  g  o f  th e  m a n n e r , a-xl r u .io m . of 
Mwli iT th a t i t  la a  wi leom e n-llef to “ A S to ry  «l a 
M ine u In  ih i . ,  aa In H a o th e r  work*. It re t l l a i i e  ha t 
a s ty le  o f  h i .  ow n. W ith  h a lf  tin- n u m b er o f  r  ha rac­
i n ' .  am i d ram atic  allua ll-m . th a t he  u ti l is e ., e ther 
w r b  r* w ee hi have r o e . t r a d e d  a  r a c lc t r  • ovel Im r 
tim e . I ts  .la c  Aa th e  title  le d lr a t ta  It d e a l, with 
acm es n o t o ften  Ini re d u c ed  A d l-p u te d  rintm , how­
ever, gives the  a n th e r  a .  o p p o rtu n  tv lo d r n l  w ith law, 
yer». Ju d g e , and n ingnoann-n  a  id almw w hat m e . be. 
and p rh  ip* o ften  l«. a t w ork  to  gain  th e  a tten tion  nf 
euch gentlem an. T b e  books le in lo rcallug  and  well 
w orth  read ing .

PuniKTAWCit ASi» S n o w  ; h r  T hom as S ta r r  K ln r, 
ed ited  w ith  an In tro d u c tio n  by  E dw in  1*. W hipple, 
434 p p ., p rice tS.uO.

In  th re e  d ay s  w hen T ho tnae  8 to r r  K in g  la ao often 
alln i'ed  to  hv S p iritu a l lata, and rla lm ed  aa one of a 
lumd o f  g u id e . I,y ao m anv  on-d I um s It wntil I aeent 
p ro p e r th a t  'h e y  ah-mld know  m ere  n f  him  through 
tie- w o rk . o f  hi* e a r th d lfr , rapeeh illy  If th ey  d rv lrf te 
en te r  In to  hla sp h e re  o f  tlm n g l'i. R p lrlln .lla ta  raa 
w ell u n d e r , tnnd th e  value o f  an- h  l r  lin ing . Messrs. 
H oughton A Osgood presen t th is  volum e In a neat 
h in d leg  and wl h tin- beau tifu l ly p n g rep ld ea l work­
m ansh ip  f.ir w hich th is  hnu«o 1# no ted . W e recom­
m end It to  th e  carefu l a tten tio n  n f  th o se  w ho th in k  ae 
m uch o f w h a t pu rp o rt*  to  eom e from  him  now .

From T. B. Fetcrson A Brothers, Fliila.
TttE PtiAVTOia W r n o tx n  ; or. T he Fall o f  tbs 

IIoiivc o f  Flint. By Einma l». K. N . Boutliwonh.
T h is  la tes t s to ry  o f  th e  p o p u la r  am  horns* haa nevrr 

appeared  In any  form  before, and I .  c la .se il a .  one of 
th e  heat »he has rv e r  w ritte n . T h e  I d  o f  contents, 
aa .lleeil In r h a p t  r . .  U o f  a  a lrange a ttm eilv m esu . It 
r a n .  som eth ing  a .  follow *: t 'n t . ld e  o f  th e  Old Flint 
I 'a 'a rc  T h e  T re e  F a te .,  A M yalerion* W arn ing . A 
8 ’ range r i t t u r e .  B raving th e  W n r t . Inside  nl the  Old 
Khnt IV Iare, Tin- R olitary W a tc h e r on N ew  Year** 
E ie ,  T h e  W and erin g  Voice, L o o k ! I.ia tcn! Rrmem- 
h e r!  T b e  l*haninm Wt-daRi’g . T h e  P peeiral B ib le . 
T b e  O ld C rone‘a P to ry , In s id e , T h e  M y.te ry , 1 he 
Ri-aiitlful S la te r ., k r .  I t la a e in ry  o f  ih r il i t ig  in­
ti re*t, and la w rlttvd  In ih e  an ti o r ’a m o-t attractive 
a t t ic .  In  aildlllnn to th is  s to ry  tin  tv  t* a p p en d 'd  a 
ro lh  c tlo n o f l.rii f  and Interiw tlng ta les  by M rs. Badee, 
a  s l .t tT  o f  M re. S o u th w o rth .

J osr .ru  B a ia a m o ; hy A lexander Dumas.
T h l .  ta rep u ted  th e  g rea te s t o f  thl* fam ous roman, 

e e r ' .  num erous w ork*, and  It la th e  orig inal .lo ry  fn at 
w hb-li the  p lay  o f  the sam e nam e by Ills ton  Is drama- 
11 ted . T h e  p resen t ed ition , In painT  c o n  ra, contains 
111 l l .  1 ra t tons u f  all th e  eliaraeU ra  In both  the  m m  knee 
and th e  p lay . Jo se p h  lln laam o wn* a lw ay s regaided 
hy its a t t ih o ra a h i .  beat perform ance. I t la a  hl.torieal 
rom ance, th e  resiling  o f w hleh  I .  like paM lng through 
a  h i g  gnllery  crow ded w ith  th e  po rtra it*  o f  dl-tin. 
giiialn d permute. T h u  l ie ro '.  nam u I* on ly  anolher 
fo r th e  renow ned C ount i;ag  lo siro , th e  mesmerist, 
necrom ancer, a lc liem l.l nnd politician . King*, prin 
warn-*, d u k es c lu trn e irr . like Itoaeeau. Mai at and 
C hariot le C o rd .)  ap p ea r and d isa p p ea r, a  eoiwlanii?

't he story need not be analysedmoving company.
Every on* who le food o f  mail 
to read It.

w ill bet





•0 SPIRITUAL SCIEXTIST.

Cot. D * v o i.rrr , of Paris, continues in 
th* R*vu* Spirit* Ills monthly narrative, 
now amounting to nine in number, of mani­
festations occurring through the mcili uniship 
of a giri named Amelia. The seances have 
been always conduct! to the family circle of 
Col. Devoluct, ami a gradual development 
of the medium's powers has taken place, 
from raps and the transportation of object*, 
especially flowers, throush closed doors, to a 
highly-developed clairvoyant vision, by 
means of which many »e»l* of identity, con 
sidered perfectly satisfactory by tlmsitters, 
have been given. A specimen of the nature 
of these narratives was given in the Scientist 
of last month.

M r . R f.r k s  H c t c i h x s o j i  writes from 
Cape Town, South Afiica: “The Malay 
priests in this place use a kind of magic, af­
ter the style of the Indian Fakirs.”

P i a n o  P i-a v i s o  I .t a n n t  in  a  P a t . S trange n« it 
m ay *•« m. it I* tru e . T h e  w onderfu l m nehin • called 
Mn-o V* t hart. e t one w Im» kiv»wa n .* th lg  o f 
mu»ic 10 p  ay  in a tiny, hlmdc teacher* them*" Iv m  
ackn ow led ge ii to be tin.* f  reali st u ivcnliou o f  the 19tli 
c e n tu r y —A dv.

From Colby Sc Ficli, Boston, Mass.
T»tr. U w «  i f  Br.ixc, by 'tm im  12T pp. $1.
Tb»* hook h »• for ;• aub  till'*, •T 'wyrliology, Ue-ln- 

ca rn a tio n , s«»tiI and it» re la tion* ,”  a h o v ii k th e  occult 
loicrfl in m an, th a t lull l! i(riK t' m m ilc s l i  w ithou t m a­
te ria l, ami tlic iroat lnt|M»rtml I M r*  to  know . T h e  
author**}**: *<TW< w ork  i* d«*dicat« «1 to  I h r  en lig h t­
enm ent o f  hum anity  on •••mi* of I In* most im pnir.-n t 
•utiji ct* Of la iny. O ih* o f  the Ural ohliif.itInn# we ow e 
a«m<*nal k i  i<* is to  ren d e r t*» o a r  f< l ow  man a s  
m uch o f  go *! in  e m;c« w ltlii'i o u r pow er to tran sm it, 
l ie  » l»o ltaa liv* d to m atu re  life, and li t* failed to k l i .  
efit hia fcl ow m en h i«  ecria itily  lived In la in , and 
w ill rocnv lime* i l iK o u  r Ida am o f om i—iou.”

From James Bums, London, Eng.
L r x v r a  F ao w  wy f . t r r . : A N arra tiv e  o f  T craonr.l
Experience* liy J .  J .  Mor*C.
N ot w ithstand ing  th e  h a rd  tlm c « th i«  I rd r ff lf ir ih ic  

v a i t r r .  J a im a  B u n a  keep* a t w o rk  tnddi»d»i-'g the  
Medium and IN y h rra 'i  w i-ek lr, a»w| rinding tim e to  
h*«*tlift* a*w) get ou t laaika like till* la fon* u a .  It iadhi* . 
tra te d  w ith i w o pho to g ian h a  ; one o f the  autl»or and 
th e  irfhs-r o f  lii« guide - T b i t  Fl n T ie .”  to whom  »o 
m any li-’crv-d w ith " O ia i r b p l rw n r v  w hen Mr. Moiac 
w aa .n th ia coun try . T h ree  tran ee  ad dresses sire ad* 
d -d. T h e  volum e will m »ke a  w elcom e add ition  to 
th e  lib ra ry  o f  any  Spiritual!*!.

n io n r u s M  a * d C u m t ia x it t  F a c e  t o  F a c e , by 
J .  M. I W h ite ,  M |i .

W hen  the au th o r v i*  a t P an turn , C eylon, a  find , 
dhiat pri«-at m« t in o r^l dp iw tr th e  Itev. Mr. 8Hva. a 
W . ilrjMM ml i|*t r  Thp d 'acnaaio i I ••led tw o  day*, 
an  I waa atfefwh d by an audience o f  from f l ie to  
•even thousand people. T hia p  im phlet o f 99 page* ia 
a  u  p o n  th a t !•;«• u rea  rc v lu fl by th e  respec tive  dl*. 
pntant*  ao ih a t it m ay be tak en  a* a  co rrec t account 
of w hat passed.

From W. FT. TTftrrî on, London, Eng.
lt ir r a  t x  T t t r  V rtL : A Collection o f  Inaplratlontl
Po«-nia and  K*a.ty*.
T hia  I* th e  title  o f  a eolleeilon o f  article* on Spirit- 

un 'I-m  from  v arious au tho ra , am ong whom  a re  Oer* 
*11 M *•**•* v C. T a r te r  I link e Itev C  M oiriee D ai h-a, 
A nn i H lnekwell. Kmlty K lalinghtirv F lorence Mar- 
rax a t, W illiam  W hite , ami other* . T h e  name* ol th* 
writ* r« o f th e  content*  an* nn enrn« at th a t  tl»e*e ar* 
w o rth  read ing  and p reserv in g . T h e  volnmo 1* at- 
tm cllvely  p rim ed  n»w| hound In a  huudaoinc atyl* 
th a t will m ake It a tab  c ornnm ei.t.

From Ilougbton, Osgood Sc Co., Boston. 
M.w.

S t o h v  o r  a  M tx r  : h y  Hret TTarte, 172 pp. (uniform 
w ith  tin* “ U t ile  C  m -IiV  ) price $1 UO.

Novel* and rom ance* h »ve ao m uch  o f  a aameneaa 
o f  - ty le  w hen trca tii g  *'f the  m anner*  and  rnatom a of 
socletT  th a t It ia a w • Icom e relief to M.\ S tory  ol a 
Mine ”  In 'h ia , aa in H a o th er w orks. I tre t M atte  ha* 
a s ty le  o f h i- ow n . W ith  h a lf  th e  nun  h e r  o f  ehaiac- 
te ra  am t d ram atic  Situation* that lie u til 'fc a , ether 
xx r  t« r* w ea ld  h-tve em a tr iir ted  u society  » ox cl fntir 
time* it* al«e. A* th e  ti t le  |cdlc*t« * It deal* with 
aeem a no t o ften  Inir»*dweed. A d isp u ted  claim , how­
ever, give* the  a u th o ra n  o p p n n u n  tv to deal w ith law, 
x era. Judge* ai»d congreaann-n an d  allow wl at m av l»e. 
and  p rh  >p« afteii I*, a t xx**rk to g iln  th e  atten tion  of 
•itch gentlem an. T h e  book* I* in te restin g  and well 
w orth  rending.

S t n*TANCr AND S n o w  ; hy T hom aa 8 ta r r  K ln r, 
ed ited  w ith  nn In tro d u c tio n  by E dw in  P. W ldpplc, 
434 p p ., p rice  |2 .it) .

In  t h e a e  day* w hen  T hom a* S tn rr  K in g  ia ao often 
nllieV d to hv S p lritua lia ta , and claim ed aa one of * 
hand o f  guide* hy ao m anv m edium * it w oul I aeem 
p ro p e r  th a t  »hey ah uild know  m«*re o f  him  thm ugh 
tie* work* o f  hi* earthklife, especially  If th ey  dealre to 
en te r  In to  Ida sp h e re  o f  tho u g h t. Fp lritun liata  run 
w ell undel> tand  th e  value o f  an h tra in in g . Me-ara. 
llo n g h h m  i t  0 "* ikh|  p re sen t till* volum e In a neat 
h ind l 'g  a»*d wl h tin- l»e uitlfiil iy |>ogr*pineal work- 
m anahlp  f  »r w hich tlda hoU«c I* i n ted  W e reeom. 
nn nd it to  th e  e irefu l n th 'n tion  o f  tlm ae w ho th ink  *0 
m uch of w h .tt pu rp o rt*  to  e<»mc from  him  now .

From T. B. reterson «fe Brothers, Tliila.
T h e  P h a n t o m  W r n n i j io  ; o r  T lio  Full o f  ihe 

I louae  o f  F lin t, lly  E m m a | i .  K N . 8*»«thworth.
T h i*  In teat a tn r r o f  tlie p o p u la r  nuthorea* h a t  never 

•pp**n»cd in any Hirm hr fnre, and  I* cltoaed a* one of 
tlu* beat ahe h i* r v r r  w ritten . T h e  1 *t o f  content*, 
n* -lieeil in chap ter* , i* o f  a atmtigi* n ttra c tiv c e * * . It 
run* aom etliing a* ffdlnw *: Oitt*lde o f  th e  Old Hint 
I'n ace 'I h e  T re e  Fate* , A Mv*terh»u* W arn ing  \  
8 ’range P1« tn re , Bravl-tg ih e  W’o r t. In c td eo l the Old 
Flint I*nIm>i>, 'l lie S o lita ry  W atch er on New Year*» 
E v e , T h e  W an d erin g  Voice, L o o k ! 1.1*ten ! Remcm- 
l*er! 'I h e  rim n to m  W edding, T h e  P peetra l liilh-a. 
T h e  Old Crom** S to ry , I -a ld e , T h e  M y*lery, 1h* 
H enntiful S itte r* . A:e. It I* a a lo ry  o f  th lillii g in* 
te rea l, and I* xvritted In the  nutl o r ’* m o -t a ttrac tix t 
atxle. In  m ldltlon to tlda M ery tlu  n-1* ap|M ndi d a 
colli c tio n o f hrii f  and in te restin g  tale* hy Mr*. H.tdcn, 
a  a b le r  o f  Mr*. S o u th w o rth .

Jn -r.p ii Ha i.*AMO; hy Alexander Duma*.
Thi* I* repu ted  th -  g rea te s t o f  thl* fnmoua reman, 

c c r ’* n u m e r o u s  w ork*, and it la th e  orig inal -lo ry  fr« m 
xx hicli the  pi iv of the sam e nam e by III* son ia J r  ima* 
• ixed. T h e  presen t ed itio n . In pa|H r  gnv* r*, rontMliit 
Hill*!rations o f  nil th e  ehnriirt" r* in Imth Ihe romance 
ai:d th e  p lay , do#- ph Hsilsamo wsis a lw ays regiudcd 
hy >ta a a th o r  ns hi* he*! |M*rf* rm a"ce . It I* a lihtorleal 
rom ance, th e  read ing  of w tdeh I* like p«**lng thm iifh 
a  I* • g gsdlery crow ded  w ith  th e  p o rtra it"  o f  dhtliu 
guialu d |w r*ona. T h e  lie iu '*  mime I* on ly  another 
fo r the  renow ned O m n i < ag  l<*airo, the  mearner!at, 
necrom ancer, alclienii*t and |K>lltleian. King*, prin 
o s a r*, dirk* a ch aracter*  like l(o**eati. Maim ami 
f ’h arlo tte  C»rda> a p p e a r  and d isa p p ea r, a conataniiy 
m oving eom im ny. I he s to ry  n**ed not lx- aualyird. 
E very  ono w ho )« food o f real rom ance w ill be eager 
to read It.
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THE WONDEKPUI.

Healer and Clairvoyant,
Vow D iagnosis .e n d  lock o f  h a ir  and  R1.00. (five 

a ( a  and se a . A d d res  M ae. C. H . M o a s is o a .  I f .  D „
I’. O . Box 24IS, B oaton, M ata. R esidence, 4 KucJid 
S tree t.

T O A D V ERTISERS
Intelligent and caution* adverlieers, who 

wish to spend their money judiciously, will 
do well to examine this magazine,
S P I R I T U A L  S C I E N T I S T .
remembering that it is not of the ephemeral 
order and soon thrown aside, but i* read and 
referred to constantly.

It ia the only work of the kind published, 
and is now In it* seventh volume. Consider̂  
ing that its circulation ia among the most 
intelligent and wealthy, it is one of the very
beat paying places for first-class ad­
vertising ^
For terms, etc., for large space and long 

periods address the publishers.

Ĥow To Form A Spirit Circle.
I t  Is calculated that one  parson in evsry seven might 

becam e s  medium by observing th e  proper coaditfon*. 
T he thousand* of Spiritualises hare , ia  moot cases, 
arrived a t  their conclusions by agencies established by 
themselves and  independently o f  each o ther and  o( the  
reffvfsss of professional mediums. Every spiritualist is 
indeed a n  “ investigator,1' —i t  may b e a t  a a  advanced 
.ta p s ; and  th a t a ll may become so , the  following con- 
ckuens a re  p resen ted  a s  those under which the pho. 
liomens may a t aU tones be evohre&

Inquirers into Spiritualism sbou.d begin by forming

GEO,WOODS & CO

ORGANS ,



THE HOOKS
of any publisher sent by mail on receipt of 
price. Address,

E. G k iir y  B r o w n ,
50 B iom tie ld  S t. ,

CHOICE

Strawberries* Peaches. etc**
N e w  S o rt*  bj- M a il ,

l t a n u  o f  the new est *n>t I n a l  improved sort* care­
fu lly  packed and prepared by mail. My aollefction of  
hlrawhrrria* took the C m  pretajuai tor the bceiC ol- 
leetw o. a t  the jrea t ehuw o f Ike M***achu*etU Herti- 
ook aral Hoctetysti Bo*um . 1 grow over 10U rtrlati**, 
the aoM  c-'ispletc collection In the eouytry,Including  
all the new, large A w r i e w  and imported hind*. 
F reed  Aaacrtstiv* C.Ualogoe*. grail*. h r  m ail, a lso, 
Boiba, Fruit Tree*, kotea, Kvergreer*. Choice F lo  wer 
G arde*. Tree, Evergreen. Herb, or Fruit Seed, 24 
Racket* o f  cither for fll.uO. by marl.
L‘.  C- T h e  T rue Cape Cod C taoberry. beet eort tor 

C- Upland. Low  L ad . or Garden, tyy m ail, prepaid. 
•  MX) per luO, •A.bJ per loSO. W bvlevale eaLdvgue to 
ik e  trade. A  p r la  wanted.

B . M . W A T S O N . Old Colony K oracrkaand Seed  
W arebuosc, lly m u a lh , Mae*. Established IS)-.

H A L L ’S
1 ' I L E N X I U M .

An Infallible Iteinedv fot the Piles.
GEO. C. GOODWIN A  GO.,

GENERAL AGENTS.

U  Hanover s tree t Boston
VICK'S

Flower and Vegetable Seeds
ARK PLAXTED BT A MU.LTON rXOTLE tV AMERICA. H R  

V i r k ’e  C ata lo g u e .—-W  lllu a tra tlo n e , only  2 cent*. 
V lek 'e  I llu s tra te d  M onthly M a g a n n e ,—32 pages, 

floe lIlB atra tioaa, an d  C olored  P la te  la  each  number. 
P rise  $1.23 a  y e a r ;  Jive eaplaa for fli.Oo 

V ick’* F lo w er an d  V egetab le  G ard en , IU e e n u  in 
p a p e r  cover*; w ith  e leg an t c lo th  cover* fll.00.

A ll aiy  publication* a re  p rin te d  in E nglw b *ud Ger­
m an. Addri-a*.

JA M E S VICK.
U ocboaier, if. V.

H A N D . F O O T  A  P O W E R
b M O V E L T V

THE HOST WONDERFUL INVENTION OF AMY A6E IS MASON’S CHART,
W m *Sjw *a*«  t i e .  t*  p U r  *poa ike r w a a  o r i M O r i u ’  U l t r M i  J w i g u l  w p » * a a a » »  

X * * « * • * ■ «  * i t *  . r T » ^  M M  in . i  r i ^ c M t o *  «r Bi'.nthW o f  H o 4 r  M aso n '* Chap* 1 « * < 4 a  i M k  or M f

T h e  Srutm a l  Sc i e n t i s t  is not designed to take tli« plara of any journal, but 1. 
rather supplementary lo them ail. It U universally popular for it commcud. Itself at 
a {Umv.

It will he found, by any person who undertakes it, that it is a comparatively easy 
matter alter showing the Sp ir itu a l  Scientist, eitiier to acquaintances or stranger, 
and explaining its peculiarly attractive and interesting features, to obtain their name, as 
yearly subscribers. They will be glad to have their attention drawn to a publication 
that makes a record of all the important events constantly occurring In every part of 
the woihl in connection with modem Spiritualism, aud which preserves all that is re. 
mark ably interesting.

Those who would be willing to engage in this easy pursuit will be amply repaid for the 
experiment as it requires r.o capital or outlay. For terms which are favorable, ad­
dress at once. S p i r i t u a l  S c i e n t i s t . Bos ton,Mass.




