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SPIRITUAL IMPRESSIONS IN ROMISH

CHURCHES.
BY CATHERINE WOODFORDE.

With the King's Chaplain for my cicerone it was my privi-
lege to pay my first visit to St. Peters, where the grand altar
ia overshadowed by a bronze chair of gigantic dimensions,
containing within it a very old wooden chair, of senatorial
fashion, thickly inl-id with ivory, which is believed by Catho-
lics to have betn the episcopal throne of St. Peter and his
auccessors. It is, however, really probable that it may have
been in possession of the senator Pudeus, with whom the
Apostle lodged, and he may, therefore, of course, frequently
have sat in it. The great bronze chair is upheld by colossal
figures of the four fathers of the Church : Augustine, Am-
brose, Chrysostom, and Athanasius.

How imperatively this declares to the world that Roman
Catholics here locate par excellence the Church of Jesus
Christ, at the ead of which stands Peter, the Rock, and, fol-
lowing him, the Popes, his successors, to whom, they teach,
has been delegated that headship as custodians, fathers,
princes of the Church, and even representatives of the Divine
Will to the faithful. According to Protestant ideas this is
arrogating too much to a church which has no right to take to
itself alone an honor perhaps never meant to be so conveyed.
Be that as it may, here is embodied, and constantly kept be-
fore the eyes of its votaries an idea not devoid of grandeur;
and the highest artistic geniuses of various periods have striv-
en to give it appropriate external expression in he most inde-
structable materials to be procured. As if still further to pre-
serve the image of permanence and iodcr,tructibility, beneath
the very dome of this wondrous church are enshrined the
mortal remains of Peter—that Rock consecrated by the words
of Jesus. Gazing up into the dome you behold the words, in
mosaic letters six feet long: "Tues Petrus, et super Mane
petram, erdtpeabe ecctesiam, et tibi Java clans regnt carlo-
mm." Around this shrine burn perpetually eighty-six lamps
of gold, emblems of the everlasting light of faith. But all
these externa Is, made as imperishable as the hand of man can
make them upon this evrr changing material scene, are but
the effects of the spirit contafeed in those words, which, glow-
ing forth, has created unto itself these forms as its fixed sym-
bols to man. Without the words and the spirit contained in
them, these material embodiaMots had never existed, and
they thus lorm one of those myriad links between man and
his God-Saviour, to draw his thoughts perpetually upward to
Him who pronounced them. It is the spirit we revere, the
externals are but the shell which preserves it The idea pre-
edited is the ever-abiding presdnee of Jesus with His Church,
and the never withdrawn watchful care of Peter, continually
represented and brought before the minds of believers ia the
persons of the Popes, named his successors.

It la tine that the ignorant and fanatical are ever prone to
render worship to shadows, and, enveloped ia their own nar-
row darkness, fail to perceive the apiritaal light shed from

of the flesh materialize everything and are reduced to idol
worship. Hence the humble, devout, but uneducated Cate-
olic, to whom prayers in his church are the very staff af hie,
('making the rounds of this vast temple, kneeling at this altar,
and that shrine, kissing fervently the broose toe of the sutae
iof Peter, and blessing himself with holy water, may give In
the images before his eyes some* hat of that affectionate re*
erence his spirit also lifts to the great unknown God ; bat,
nevertheless, let us do justice to the fact that not only is here
embodied a beautiful uplifting idea, but a spiritual reality is
also most certainly here existent It is most certain that |
the spirit of Peter, the trusted follower of Jesus, abides any-
where on this earth, or pays visits of mercy andliclpfulaens
to struggling brethren in the flesh, that spirit or being, on
earth called Peter, must be drawu and attracted here, ia obe-
dience to an inevitable spiritual law. Apart from all religions
prejudices, apart from all the errors the Romish church may
have drifted into, the one fact of the possibility of spiritual
presences and of the helpful assistance rendered when they
are sought, cannot be denied by Spiritualists; and, indeed,
an uplifted and refined medial power introduces ooe sensibly
by sight and hearing into the very presence of the spirit per-
sonality.

Spiritualism has been descried, hated, spurned, spat upon;
and so has the Romish Church — the ooe church on earth
where Spiritualism is in reality practised, and is the heah and
core of the belief. Indeed, as a Romish priest acknowledged
to me the other day, it is the foundation of the Church.*
The devout Roman Catholic believes in the actual Divine
Presence of Jesus, and with simple faith according unto his
infinite power, trusting in the infinitude of a love which nil
e'en descend into smallest things for love’s sake,—they bo
lieve that He is miraculously present, in the small shrine sal
up on their altars in His hooor. They cherish his promise”
they worship liim with a love unsupassed byanv other chusdb
—a love fervent, adoring, self-sacrificing. The tabernacle
where the Divine Presence is supposed to abide, becomes m
them a sacred centre from which the Divine Spirit down forth
in blessings. Is it possible for Spiritualists to doubt that the
simple faith, the fervent love, the constantly outpouriog pray-
ers fail to bring what is sought| If so, there iano God, an
answer to prayer, and Spiritualism itself is a gross fallacy and
delusion. It is quite possible that with many of the asost Ig-
norant this belief descends, aad manifests itself in the form
of idolatrous worship; the shadow, the external, beteg won-
shipped for the substance, the internal spiritual; but there in
no doubt that this simple faith, handed down in the Church
through so many agon, is all powerful to bring that Dieter
Presence; “Ask and ye shall receive,* is as true now as rear,
and is the one only essential law ia Spiritualism; seek Gad
aad you will find Him ; seek spiri.s and they will come an
your call; seek any gift whatever with simple faith, bast, aad
earnest effort, aod your labor will be crowned with success
according to your powers of reception. God given himself Or
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Ml accordinf » the measure of demand, and the power of , to resist the impulse, you fall on your knees in the midst of a

amc|Hina. and His miaisterinf spirits, filled with divine love,
and actuated b; the divine helpful spirit of mercy, give too of
AsA angelic gifts from Him according to the way in which
we seek.

The Roman Catholic Church is full of such faith in all its
MaAiafs aad obnervances; an actual presence is believed in
* lavas, Mary, or the Saints ; and from the intense fervor of
Am faith, aad the ardent prayers offered up in these shrines,
m actual ever-abiding presence is there, and is sensibly expe-

1 by the spiritually minded, or those gifted with medial

It is this indestructible spirit ever answering to

. prayer which elevates into ecstasy, giving visions, or

At power of performing what are called miracles; this ear-
nest faith acting uion susceptible minds subdues irreverence
m nt aard respect, fascinates, enthrals, and finally converts.
The seal within will some day, when circumstances are favor-
Ale, answer to the call—* Man know thyself, that thou art a
spirit—angel come, prepare thyself, and win thy birthright 1*
Rod often do these favorable circumstances, aided by the
powerful spirit intiuences, find themselves at the foot of Ko

Catholic aitirs.

And so Gad will ever be with us if we build and prepare
As shrine, seen if it be only within our own hearts, with no
aataraal symbolic abiding-place, or if only in the simple bed
AatnOer. He will be there where we seek.

chanting group, who are following the priest in his white
robes, attended by kovs alto in white, and bearing lighted
candles. There are poor old women and men in the group,
the grand and richly-dressed are absent; and all are singing
with simple fervor in the Latin tongue. You do not know
what service it is, but, filled with reverential sympathy with
these poor, devout worshippers, and overcome by the power-
ful spiritual influences of the place, you bow your head, and
humbly pray to God to open the doors of heaven to you too.
Is it strange that angel forms descend and wreathe them-
selves like celestial flowers in laving groups about the altar,
whilst a glorious light Deams from it, and that childlike forms,
with happy smiles, descend the steps of the altar, and mingle
with the worshipping groups nearing various objects in their
hands, typical of heavenly gifts, and come at length to your
side too, with sweet, loving looks, and you weep because of
vour great unworlhiness — and in the midst of all seems to
stand the gentle, meek E~rnal One, with outstretched, bleed-
ing hands and thorn-crowned brow, and is breathed over your
heart, the words reach you — “Come unto me all ye that
labor and are heavy laden." Your face is flooded with tears,
for you think that in the sore trials of life you have wandered
too far away from that gentle voice. Is this strange? Not
strange in a place where a pure presence is invited by con-

In the templelstant earnest prayer, and aa unchangeable faith, that it will
af aatwre, by the roariag deep, or in the eloquent stillness of ! be accorded.

The presence is not denied here any more

Aa forest, or mountain-top, or in crowds of human beings, , than of old, in the temple of the Jews any more than to the

who ia another manner proclaim his greatness. But the pu
ms we keep our shrines, the more devout and fervent out
jnyart, the more trusting and perfect our love, the more pow-
eaAAy will the spirit presence of God and hit angels be felt;
asd we must not deny that presence to any of our brethren,
even if they cm not follow the paths we have chosen.

A medium may comment curiously upon the different sen-
mtioris awakened by tbe spiritual atmospheres of the different
1hatches; and the question arises, why, in the vast temple of
9 . Peter’s, does one feel less disposed to piety, why does one
Ad aa atmosphere so disturbed, and in some respects painful,
Alt you would fancy yourself (if you closed your eyes) in a
spat ant devoted to tbe worship of God, aad with clairvoyant
dkfca would dread the sight of some dark form representa
Mat of evil. You wonder the same heavenly calm, and sense
at attar holiness in the plane, does not descend upon your
a|M an in ether quieter and more secluded churches. There
am altars as beautiful, which in statues and paintings appeal

tly to the heart; the same divine voice calls out to

i these altars' but you sadly feel yourself somehow
roffi you have a sensation of suffocation, heaviness of

, and a feeling as if wrapt round, and compressed by

i af spirits gathered like a dark cloud about you, from
which,.in the paasee of conversation, you send up ejaculatory
i far help, for light to see and know what itis; and at

ph the majestic, radiant form of the faithful spirit-guardian
1Aaat your side, with tne words, “1 am come to relieve
>my child; you will suffer do atore!” And afterwards
, cairn, easy bceathiag, and happiness are felt.

*Ac wands come by the inner hearing to the mind, whilst

»eys takes ia tbe cofoatal beauties of this glorious bouse of

A, aad passes athwart the groups af nondescript sightseers

A nations aad creeds. “You have felt tbe disturbing indu-

ce* brought aad left by the various-mibded visitors who ea-

rham aa to a show place; many who have no respect, but

*m with bigoted prejudices, hatred aad scorn of a faith to

Am spiritual beauty they are blind; who keep their

fixed upon the deformity of error, and forget the

»trwAs underlying all forma of religion, and wboae

lof charity and brotherly love. There are

I worshippers and bdkvera, bet the greatest num-

A o f Aa daily visiters are mere tight teen, aad tbe atmoe-
kofi thepiece, tayoar spiritual tenses, is disturbed as if

An A S* John Latersn, as tbe heavy leathers csrtsia at
Aw ffm *drone A hAd you, sM at oaoce yen fed sirat into a
spaa, M quiet, so appeal uplifting.
* pertioo A | sweet ; aad
A —  (tlumly A renrsectsl prayer. Ft
¢ year east kmeanly feelings of wrapt worship, sad, unable

faithful seeker anywhere ; whether in the prison cell, the bum-
ble cottage of the laborer, or the seance room in the bouse of
a pious Spiritualist, set apart, and consecrated to the noise-
less visitors from the upper world. The place of worship,
wherever it may be, is the gate of heaven on earth, wherein
angels may meet with mortals, mingling with them in brother-
ly love, for holy and strengthening communion. And to whom-
soever is given the open vision, scenes of heavenly benuty
and import may be revealed. Even in the disturbed atmos-
phere of St. Peter’s, whose precincts become almost a pub-
lic highway for the i nnumerable visitor* from all parts of the
globe, and which encloses within Its wails almost a world,
even here visions of beauty are not denied. The lovely ones
who hare earned their martyr crowns, may be seen transfig-
ured with the beauty of heaven, and take a delight, springing
from heavenly love, in giving some spiritual gift of peace,
comfort, tenderness, mercy or strength to the toiling brother
or sister below, offering in simple faith a tearful request.
With loviug tenderness, eager to help; the beautiful forms
may be seen bending over and enveloping in celestial auras
some poorly dressed man, or woman fled into the church tor
the rest, peace, quiet, and refreshment denied in the crowded
place of earthly toil. Beside these, stately, proud-leoking
priests clad in purple—who cross the nave to kiss the toe of .
the bronic statue of Peter sitting bolding the keys, and who
bend and kneel with dignified reverence before altar, and
shrine, as if covering themselves with a glory in their cburch
in the very face of denying strangers—beside these glide the
beacteous forms of angel guardians, and attendant spirits ;
some firm and strong in bearing, with looks of angelic wis-
dom, as if they had fathomed the mysteries of the Universe,
but with a calm, beautiful patience to bear with human weak-
ness. .Others of the softer feminine lype, floating with a
wreath-like gracefulness, and seeming to wrap themselves
about their charges. On all sides, multiplied as frequently
as space will permit, :n every form of pictorial and statuesque
representation, are images Of tbe Saviour of man, in the vari-
ous incidents of His liA on this planet, which to some men is
a never-failing fountain of divine inspiration, and to others
only a subject of learned disputation. Overwhelmingly do
all these external symbols remind one of the ever-abiding
presence of Jesus with those faithful unto Him; but like a
mighty voice does His tpirit-pretenca speak hens to the soul ;
and although we know that not here only, but everywhere
may that presence be felt, yet It it delicious lo feel it brought
to sensibly ta oat as hart in tbit vast temple dedicated to
His praia* and worship. Upraised on high, radiaat, and with
a lovely majesty, and gentle beneficence, surrounded by a
glorious company of angels, Ha shads dawn HA divine Aflu-
encet, or sometimes descending posses through the groups «1
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worshippers, bestowing especial gifts; for the humanity i
assumed as a garment to cover the divine glory, and enable
the God-spirit to more nearly and intimately reach man ; and
thus at will may this glorious one come amongst us. Is not
this true ?

Does uot Spiritualism teach it? That Spiritualism which
is in all religions does, and the soul of man does. How many
a poor dying soul cries out, “1 see Jesus !T “Jesus has not
forgotten me, He comes with His angels for my soul I” etc.
Are these delusions?

Rome, March 16, 1877.

SPIRITUALISM IN THE UNITED STATES.
New York—Conference of ftplrttunllete.

At the Conference of the New York Spiritualists, Har-
vard Rooms, Cor. of 42nd Street and Sixth Avenue, last Sun-
day, Dr. White, in the chair, drew attention to the exce'lent
reports in the Spiritual Scientist of what was said at these
meetings, and said that persons who were absent last Sunday
could always learn what was spoken by purchasing the Spir-
itual Scientist at the door.

[Some commotion was now caused by the opening speaker
referring to some disturbance in the Bleeker Street Univer-
salist Church, in connection with the work of the devil and
the name of Dr. McCarty. The Chair considered the remarks
out of order as being personal. An effort was made to appeal
from the decision of the chair, who decided such appeal to be
out of order; there being by the rules no appeal from his de-
cision. Should his rulings be considered unwise, a new chair-
man could be put in his place at the end ot the month, peace
being thus restored ]

Mr. Hanaford said that last Sunday some gentleman, reply-
ing to his own statement that the unsanctified has no hope of
future life, had quoted incorrectly the ideas of the author who
said “There is a natural body and there is a spiritual body.”
Paul practically asserts there are two entities. He does not
assert as is held by all Spiritualists that there is but one body
combining the spiritual and the physical. All bodies are
“souls," in the Scripture language, and after the death of these
souls or bodies, from the righteous ones God will cause to
spring a new being; a spiritual body. That is Paul's teach-
ing. Mr. Farnsworth said if a spiritual body should be made
and not have previously existed as an inherent principle in
the human body, then, there would be a separate creation. It
would be another being and not the resurrected person. The
question with us to-day is not so much what Paul thought or
taught on this subject, as what is the truth about it He had
experience in the matter. His own body was lying exhausted
in New Hampshire when he fell to musing about a choir with
which he should have met that evening in New York, when
suddenly he saw the choir and heard what passed. He was
not dreaming. Subsequently two persons told him they saw
him at the meeting. That would suit the case of Dr. Lewis,
who would call it his double, but it would also shew that we
had within, or with our physical bodies a spiritual body. It is
a matter or easy proof and of common observation at this
day.

Dr. Hallock said in the early days of spirit communion and
of this conference, Dr. Gray had a patient in Jersey City,
about whom he was anxious. Home was then their medium,
and Dr. Gray asked bis spirit control or “familiar spirit” to
see how the patient was. It replied throagh Homes' organ-
ism, “1 will try." Then the character of the manifestations
changed. They became physical. Among these was the lift-
ing 01 a table on which sat himself, John Oddic and Professor
Mapes, their united weight being over six hundred pounds.
Just as the seance broke up the “familiar spirit” reported and
said, “Your patient thinks you were present, and you will get
a letter to-morrow saying he is better.” Next morning he
went to Dr. Gray'’s office and a letter came from the patient's
brother saying the patient appeared to be better, but there
was one bad sign, that he persisted in saying that “Dr. Gray
had been present and..had..left. without speaking, which
just like him,” and they feared the patient’s mind was disor-
dered; otherwise he seemed better.

Dr. Hallock continuing said Spiritualists use the Bible as
corroboration only, while “the orthodox” use it as authority.
What authority docs he want on a subject which he has view-
ed with his own eyes. He has teen the natural body and he
has seen the spiritual body. What can the authority ot Paul
or the Bible add to that for him ? or why quote Paid against
him? It is only a preposition in the matter of translation, ns
has been shown by Mr. Farnsworth, which separates us Spir-
itualists from the Orthodox ; whether it is the resurrection tf
the dead or from the dead that is discussed.

Mrs. Kerns said if there is not a Spiritual body within the
natural, why can mediums see and hear what transpires thou-
sands of miles away, as is and long has been done r Theolo-
gians say man must have faith that there will be life hereaf-
ter, but Spiritualism shows him he does live hereafter. She
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would challenge Messrs. Beecher and Hepworth to go into
the pulpit with her and give to their audiences as convincing
proofs and demonstrations of future life as she would give.
She defies them to prove the fact.

Mr. Billings said we shall not know the real meaning and
purport of the Bible till it is translated by a disinterested par-
ty. By a Hindoo, perhaps. Surely Dr. Hallock's testimony
outweighs Paul's. The truth is, there is no death. Not of
matter any more than of spirit. It is change with both. That
is all.

Mr. Hanaford quoted the Bible to show that the human
body was a machine formed of clay, and into that God breath-
ed life, and that the combination became “a living soul.”
That was the Bible use of the word and definition of tne body,
soul and spirit were not interchangable terms in the Bible.

Judge Culver said he took orthodoxy in the natural wayjlor

s father and grandfather were Orthoilox clergymen. The
difficulty with tne orthodox coming on this platform is that
the authority they quote is not recognised here. They but
waste their words. Besides, their authority is an arsenal
which has shots for all speakers. Jesus clearly believed that
in thirty-three years the kingdom of Heaven was to be inau
gumated on earth. So did his immediate followers. But It
has not come yet, nor has he come physically as they expect-
ed. Paul was an extravagant fellow, and he appealed to ev-
ery woman to decide if he was not unsound on one point, at
least

Dr. White said—Creation ! What is it? Where, when and
how begun? If friend Hanaford would read “The World's
Sixteen Crucified Saviours,” he would perceive the crucifixion
of Jesus was not the only point in history, nor did it stand
alone. And the Bible was not the only source of light ft
was of no consequence to him what was the origin of the spe-
cies whetbet from dust or a tadpole. Whoever his progeni-
tors were he is what lie is; and glories in his capacity for en-
joyment. There are many theories clinging around spiritual
philosophy difficult toexplain  How could Mr. Farnsworth's
clothing be made visible in New York with his person while
both were in New Hampshire? It is senseless to doubt the
possibility. It is a case we have sot the solution of. Spirit-
ualism may have it in reserve for the future. Spirits under-
stand it Who shall explain ittous? One can see what
vast problems spirits have to grapple with.
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Boston. —Iteadins* sod Discussions on ttplritunl Sclonoo.

Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten being engaged to lecture be-
fore the Free Religious Society ot Providence, R. L, last
Sunday night, her usual Readings and Discussions on Spirit-
ual Science at New Era Hall were changed into a conference
presided over by Dr. Gardner, and largely attended by the
kabituees of these interesting meetings. The subject, “East
Indian Magic," had been by unanimous desire adjourned from
last Sunday evening, and the discussion included a consider-
ation of the powers of mind and body, evoked by the magnet-
ic practices and wonderful achievements described in Mrs.
Britten’s readings from Art Magic, as common to East In-
dian Extatics.

Dr. Gardner related a number of his own interestingexpe-
riences in animal magnetism, and contributed many instruc-
live jdeas on the potencies and possibilities to be evolved
from mesmerism.

Miss Doten made some excellent and eloguent remarks on
the new unfoldments that were constantly being made in Spir-
itual Science, urging upon her hearers the study of a higher
and grander phase of spiritual power, within each one's na-
ture, than the mere automatic observance of spiritual | *
ena, for which neither cause nor philosophy had vet been dis-
covered. Hei remarks were listened to with profound atten-
tion.

Mr. Wetherbee gave some startling suggestions on the
subject of spiritual forces and their increasing operation upon
us in the form of involuntary chords of association, with his
usual happy method of conveying philosophy in the garb of
pleasant humor. Mr. Wetherbee fully realised Mrs. Britten”
idea that “his words were sugar coaled medleasts of no tight
value.”

Mr. Burke expressed his entire satisfaction with the con-
duct of these Sunday evening readings and discussions He
said that “Art Magic,” the book from which Mrs. Britten
drew her subjects, was full of most valuable ideas, as she in-
terpreted them, and under the illumination of her genius reehy
assumed all the startling and provocative food for thought she
claimed for it He gave in his entire acquiescence to the use
and interest of those meetings. Several ether rumsrhe perti-
nent to the subject were made, and Dr. Gardner justified the
chsracter of his veteran service in the cause of Spiritualism,
by his able conduct of the meeting and an excellent closing

Much regret was felt at Mrs. Britten's absence, but ample
compensation eras made by the talent displayed by the vari-
ous speakers of the evening.
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UJTY ASTAUGHT BEFORE THE CHRISTIAN
ERA.
»Y A.V.D.

The various moral maxims, which have been taught ,by
Christian divines are bat an echo of the teachings of men
wbw lived ages before Christianity was promulgated. Never
was a statement more unfounded than that the purest moral-
ity is to be found only in the Bible.

The teachings of the old Greek philosophers are almost
Manfirst with those taught in the “New Testament.” Even
among the ancient Persians and Hindoos are beautiful pre-
casts, which challenge comparison with any of the “inspised

While sach sentiments as the following are to be
lin the writings of a people whom Christians look upon
contempt, is it not absurd to preach that “without the

i should have no idea of right and wrong ?"
“Never to hear patiently of evil, nor to spare that which is
i and wicked ; utter no lies; practice no prevari-
i or hypocrisy, use no deceit or over-reaching in trade or
if; never oppress the weak and humble, nor offer any
Ito yonr neighbor; keep your hand from pilfering
, and in no way whatever injure a fellow-creature.”

What religions creed tenches anything better or purer than
kese precepts, written centnrics before the “Christian Era?”

Thales, one of the founders of the Grecian schools of phil-

y, was born 640 years B. C. He was well versed is
His moral doctrines were excel
Rule," taught so many years after by

,Is found in his writings. His words are :

“Avoid doing what you would blame others for doing;
Knew thyself; Let your study be to correct the blemishes of
We mind rather than those of the face ; Stop the mouth of
slander; Enrich not thyself by unjust means; Be equally
mindful of friends, preseot and absent; What thou bestowest
on thy parents, thou shalt receive from thy children in thine
auU age.”

The following is his definition of human happiness ; “Sound
health, oKmerate fortune, and a mind well stored with knowl-
edge ; these ass the grand ingredients of happiness.”

PiUans, another distinguished author of antiquity from
whom i shall quote, flourished about $70 years before Christ
1is teachings were identical with those of Thales :

“Avoid doing that to your neighbor which you would take
aanias if he were to do it to you; Whatever you do, do it

; Never boast of rear plans before they are executed, for
fear of ridicule and disappointment to which you will be ex-
posed if you do not accomplish them."

Chilo, another wise man, one of the “Seven,” was a Spar-
tan, a man of the most rigid integrity. He lived 54a years
1 C Hen is what be teaches :

“Honest lots it preferable to shameful gain;” a maxim
Wat might be of service to many chunk members of the pres-
o * day™ “Think before you speak; Never ridicule the unfor-

Cleobulua, another of the “seven wise men,” taught similar

“Love year enemies; Be kind to your friends, that they
may continue such, and to your enemies, that they may be-
snme your friends; Be more desirous to hear than to speak ;
Avoid excess, etc." He lived S70 years B. C.

One hundred and seventy years after came Socrates, a
model of virtue and wisdom, idolised by his pupils, loved and
eetaamed by his friends. No one can read unmoved, even
adthe present day, the account of hit cruel death. This is
wbet a c, lehrSSeS divine says of him; “A man whose pene-

| judgment, exalted virtue and liberal spirit, united with
integrity and parity of manners, entitled him to
distinction among ancient philosophers. He

“True felicity la not to be derived from eateroal posass-
sssws, but from wisdom, sriiteh consists is the knowledge and
prwedee of virtue; Thar tbs cultivation ol virtuous manners

tall yonr actions, but those' who reprove your faults.’
Had anything in the Holy Scriptures more beautilui.
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The maxims of Confucius are familiar to most thinkers, so,
I will quote only one or two :

“Acknowledge thy benefits by the return of other benefits
but never revenge injuries ;* Wouldst thou learn to die well ?
learn first to live well; Eat not for the pleasure thou mayst
find therein; eat to increase thy strength ; eat to preserve
the life which thou hast received from Heaven.”

Such are the sentiments of the great and good men who
lived thousands of years before Christianity was promulgated.”
Are they surpassed by any of the Bible moralists ? In the
words of one familiar with the writings of the most ancient
authors,

“1f morality and Christianity, however, be one and the
same, or things inseparable, how were societies formed, gov
eroments established, and nations raised to power and glory
before Jesus Christ was born, and the glad tidings of his gos-
pel proclaimed ? Upon what principle was society regulated
during the thousands of Years which this globe rolled through
the fields of space, in its appointed circuit around the glorious
luminary, the centre of our system, before the revelation of
Christianity was made ? Was there no morality in the days
of Homer's heroes, amongst whom were some of the most
glorious characters ever described in any work of fact or im-
agination ? Was there no morality in those heroic ages, or
were the sages snd chiefs of the lliad, the Odyssy and the
.Eniad, ideal models of human excellence, the fanciful crea-
tions of the immortal bards of Greece and Rome ?”

Next/ York, Feb., 1877.
* Matt. 5: 44. Luke &; 27, 2S.

ACIDITY OF THE GASTRIC JUICE IN MAN.

Dr. Charles Richet read a paper before the French Acad
emy of Sciences recently, in which he treated of the acidity
of the gastric juice in man. For some time Prof. Verneuil
had a young patient under his care, who labored under the
strange affection of haring his ensophagus, or upper eatremity
of the alimentary canal, so contracted as to render the passage
not only of food or drink, but even of an instrument quite
impossible. The Professor had recourse to gastrotomy, an
operation until then coniidered mortal, but which in this case
succeeded perfectly. An incision made in the stomach, and
kept open artificially, has been transformed into n regular fis-
tula, through which food and drink are administered; and in
this state the young man not only lives, but is a useful ser-
vant of the hospital. Dr. Richet, having devoted particular
attention to this subject, and examined the working of the
stomach day by day, through the fistula in question, last week
communicated the results obtained to the Academy. They
are as follows; (I) The average acidity of gastric juice, wheth-
er pure or mixed with food, is equal to 1.7 grammes of hydro-
chloric acid per 1000 of liquid. It has never been observed
to be lower than 0.5 or higher than 3.2. (2) The quantity of
liquid contained in the stomach exercises no influence on its
acidity, which remains nearly invariable, whether the stomach
be empty or filled with aliment. (3.) Wine and alcohol in
crease the acidity of the stomach ; cane-sugar diminishes it.
(4) If acid or alkaline liquids be injectrd, the gastric ones
tend rapidly to resume their normal acidity, so that, about an
hour after the injection, the stomach has regained its average
acidity; (5.) The gastric juice is more acid during digestion
than before or after. (6.) There is a slightincrease of acidity
torihrd the end of digestion. (7) The sensations of hunger
and thirskdo not depend either on the state of acidity or on
that of vacuity of the stomach. Such are the results as to
acidity, but there are a few others of some interest. Thus
ftcula, fat and meat stay in the stomach for three or four
houts, milk is digested in the course of an hoor-and-a-half ;
water and alcohol are absotbed much faster, In the coarse of
from 3$ to 4$ minutes. Food is not transmitted to the pylo-
rus successively, but all in a block.

AN IOWA RAT STORY.

The Des Moines (lowa) Register of the lath insL, tells this
story: “ During the last coid spell a mao in the northern part
of me city went Soa wardrobe to get some things, and while
rummaging about observed a rat ¥wageq stiff. INot thinking
be threw it 00 bis bed, which was near by, and west away
leaving it there, having forgotten it. After the man had gone
In bed the rat commenced to move around, the warmth of the
bed having revived it. After navigating around awhile it
espied the maa’s toe and began to nibble it. This nibble his
Iriends think, will cost him dearly, for iofiammalioo has set
in, and there is pretty good pros|>ect of the man losing his toe,’,
if not hit foot.”
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Ff»m the H.mp.liir« County Journal
THE BUNDFORD COLD MINE.

HOW IT WAS DISCOVERED AND IS OPERATED RY SPIRITS.

There having been much vain speculation and comment
regarding the prosecution of the Blandford mining operations
during the past two years, it has bean deemed that wisdom
and mstice demanded a plain statement of facts connected
wfth It, from the first inception to the present time, for pub-
lic information. The evidence of any known results, either in
the wdrld of mind or matter, which underlie the superstruc-
ture of human life and action, must ever be the guide in arriv-
ing at correct conclusions, even to the unseen and unknown.
The following statement bears evidence for its truthfulness,
if human testimony can be relied on, with proof at hand to
fully substantiate it.

On the night of March 31, 1875, a vision appeared to Dr.
George W. Frost, while entranced, in which he was shown
certain landmarks, with full directions for finding them, the
result predicted being the location of a gold and silver mine.
But little attention was given it by Dr. Frost, but-upon its
again appearing the next night he casually spoke of it to Mr.
Dana Reed, one of his many callers, who, having his curiosity
excited, proposed an investigation. Dr. Frost did not enter-
tain the idea, but upon a reappearance the following afternoon,
identical in nature with former visions, he yielded to the ear-
nest solicitations of Mr. Reed, and preparations were at once
made to test its reality by following the directions given.
Accordingly a day was set, fishing-rods and tackle procured,
ostensibly to go fishing, but really to locate a gold mine, as
will be proven. Htrc follow the directions : Taking the cars
of the Boston and Albany railroad at Springfield, going west
to the fourth station, there leaving the train, to follow the rail-
road track to a certain gate-post, called “the world's-fair gate-
post,” then up the mountain to an old cellar at the junction of
two wood roads, thence to an old wooden bridge across a
mountain brook, from thence to an old sycamore tree at the
right, thence to a bridge crossing another brook, up the moun
tain to its summit. From this point, the party came to an old
town road leading north by the east side of an old barn, then
down to an old mill privilege, rear by which stand three old
buildings, two houses and a barn, and not far distant, the
ruins of a mill dam. After passing up the brook to a point of
rapids, the party were ordered to diverge and proceed to a
large tree standing alone, thence directly to a hemlock tree,
it being the point named for the excavation. 1 he landmarks
were all found to correspond with the vision, and can now be
seen as here described, neither Dr. Frost nor Mr. Reed hav-
ing ever before been within several mi'es of this locality. Mr.
Reed had great faith, and prfiposed to unit* it with works,
and, upon laying the matter before Mr. Galen Ross, they
joined, leased the land, and began to work.

In addition to all this, the different strata of rock have been
given in advance, from time to time, with many other details,
all of which have proved correct. As means have been need-
ed to carry forward the work, one after another has joined,
furnishing all that has been necessary, it having been worked
continuously except in the winter, up to the time of closing
the shaft last fall. The shaft is about too feet deep by nearly
10 feet square, the north wall being for a great portion of the
distance nearly perpendicular and about as smooth as a plas-
tered wall. Several thousand dollars have already been
expended, and recently a company has been formed under the
name of “The Blandford Mining Company,” representing an
unlimited capital of fifty thousand dollars, which has bought
about 200 acres of land, on which the shaft is located, and as
soon as the proper machinery can be procured, the further
prosecution of this wonderful enterprise will be carried for-
ward. In brief it may now be stated, to verify the above, that
before closing work a vein of gold and silver bearing quartz
was struck, specimens of which have been assayed by compe-
tent authority, yielding over $2000 *0 the too, which, with the
fact that gold and silver grow richer as advance is made
inspires the hope of reaping a nch reward for the labor and,
investment In addition, other valuable minerals have been
found in large quantities, used in the manufacture of crock-
ery and porcelain, also tb* best kind of mineral fertilizer.

As ther* are many theories in regard to the discovery of

hidden wealth by clairvoyance or otherwise, the laws control-
ling being little understood, would it not be wisdom lor peo-

SCIENTIST.

! pie to inform themselves more fully as to what is truth brimr
jcrying “humbug? 7 We simply state facts as they have beeu
! presented to our senses and reason. When we say that this
power of unseen intelligence, acting through the organism *f
Dr. Frost, was always claimed to be “Old Hill,” a living en-
tity and formerly a California miner, and has been the direct
ing power even to the choosing officers Of the company amt
the selection of the person to write this article, and, as a part
of the plan was ever expressed the desire that, if great wealth
were secured, a portion of it should be devoted to the aid aud
support of the indigent and poor of earth — certainly a mast
humanitarian object, — we make this honest admission wish
pleasure, resting it there, and expect every one will draw thew
own conclusions in accordance with, or against the facts,
which are stubborn things. The officers of the company aver
C. 1. Leonard of Springfield, President; Dana Reed of Rut'
sell, Vice-President; Galen Ross of Springfield, Treasurer.
H. Houghton of Russell, Secretary.
We, the undersigned, truly certify that, according to mr
best knowledge and belief, the foregoing statement is in every
respect true.

NEW BOOKS.
1“An Analysis of Religious Belief’ by Viscount Amberly, pnV
1 lished by D. M. Bennett, 141 Light Street, New York.
This book is a valuable compendium of matters pertaining
to religious faiths and practices in all ages and nations, las
object is to show that all religions possess characteristics in
common, and that Christianity, which is believed by so many
to be Mr religion, is but one of many others which have arisru
in the world adapted to the people and the times among whow
and when they originated. The preface says :
i “The first book will deal mainlv with Belief. Its objectwS
1 be, by a comparison of some of the various creeds that are, or
ave been accepted by men, to discover the general charac-
teristics of bebef, and to separate them from the more special
and distinctive elements peculiar to given times, districts and
races. * ¢ ¢ In the second book we shall proceed to investv
gate the nature of Faith. We shall endeavor to |*y bare the
foundation of the vast superstructure of theology and ritual

erected by the piety of the human race.” *

Book the First accordingly treats of internal manilcstatHms

of rel;,gious sentiment, and is divided into two parts. Fine
jpart, “Means of communication upwards,” through “rouse
j crated actions, places, objects, persons, mediators.” Second
part, means of communication downwards. Classification

“Holy events, places, objects, orders, persons or prophets.”
The work evidences much research, and cannot fail to he

of interest to all readers in search of truth in the matters af

which it treats. The style is clear and vigorous, and as every
thing is fairly stated without undue bias, no offence is given
and nothing said to excite the prejudice of candid minded
religious people.
The volume derives additional Interest from the fact that
the father of the author, Earl Russell, better known as Laid
,John Russell, at the time of Viscount Amberiy’s death, about
la year ago, endeavored to prevent its publication. Earl Ras

sell is a staunch churchman and has distinguished himself m

former times as the champion of English Protestantism; his

course, therefore, can readily be understood. Better counsel”
however, prevailed, and the world is indebted to Lady Ruidl,
| the author’'s mother, for the publication of the book. Ms.

Bennett has done a good thing in republishing it in this caim-

Itry, and at a cheap price, and his enterprise should be reward-
ed by a large circulation. Liberals cannot do better thaa send
for a copy.

“A Southerner among the Spirits,” by Mrs. Mary Dana
Shindler ; published by the Southern Baptist Pubfcca&ma
Society, Memphis, Tenn.

This little w »k gives in a concise form the experiences af

a lady, the widow of an Episcopal clergyman. Receiving evi-

dences of spirit communion in her own locality, she set oat

on a tour of inve?ligation, and visited most of the mediums af
celebrity. The volume will pay for perusal, and gives aa in
cellent idea of the roediumship of those who were visited
among whom are Mrs. Thayer, the Eddys, Mr. Mansfield and

Mrs. Miller of Memphis. The writer is evidently aa taleUs-

gent lady, and records in a readable and interesting style

what she witnessed, which established in her mind the raniit
of the great truth she set out in quest of.
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TO THOSE WHO READ AND DONT PAY
We want to My a few words. From information we re-
ceive, we estimate that there must be several thousands
ever the coantry who are very fond of reading the Spir-
itual Scientist, but who don't want to pay for it. They
depend upon borrowing it. This is hardly fair to the
persons who pay for the paper, or to ourselves. Those
who pay for it often want to keep it by them so as to
have it to show to friends when they call in, ami ;he
practice is depriving us of the very sssistance we so
greatly need to meet the expenses we cannot avoid in-

earring. It is often the case that one Spiritual Scientist
has to do duty for a whole neighborhood, and goes from
1to house until it is about worn out. That is well

ill one point of view, but not in another. The
amber who are willing to pay us is too small to make
*e runnipg of the business pleasant and comfortable.

The support we receive is 'hardly adequate to theoutlays . prsaleable, and easy to make.
that we have to make. In justice, those who are edified ;would be done, and thus vindicate the new doctrine.

(
]
I
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hoped that its wishes may be heeded as closely as its di-

rections were followed in attaining the promised results.

X» a general rule, men are more apt to seek the advice

of spirits concerning the making of money than in its

disposition. Whatever comes to them is accepted ; but
they do not regard it as talents entrusted to their care
(or which, at some time, they will be held responsible.
Experience is teaching, and with forcible lessons, that
those who are faithful to the spirit world shall receive
their revhtyd; while those who are false to their trust
will find ;h<?j((path thickly sown with thorns. Let men
heed the eXnorthtioips of the higher spirits, and they will
strike a gold mine”Whese~treasures are inexhaustible ;
and though not material, its'Ctrtn- will pass through all

eternity.

WHAT IS SPIRITUALISM?

That Spiritualism, through the errors of some of its""-
leaders and adherents has been degraded into a syno-
nym for signs and wonders is an affirmation that has
been often made in these columns; as a partial proof of
the assertion we quote from an editorial on the subject
in the Burlington (lowa) Daily Hawk-eye, which says:

“Thert is scarcely any branch of the Christian Church but
teaches the doctrine of a future state and the “ministering of
souls.” This is not a doctrine peculiar to “Spiritualism’
proper. The U«er teaches that disembodied souls may re-
turn to earth and assume materialized forms, tangible to the
ordinary senses oi the living, and that they can communicate
by voice, by writing and by signals. It is this distinctive fea-
ture of Spiritualism which has failed to make any permanent
impression upon either the culture or the average common
sense of the worlcL and which lor a quarter of a century or
more lias utterly faired to avail itself of some of the most di-
rect and palpable methods of demonstrating its own truthful-
ness. There never has been any such demonstration made

h*‘{*"* °I]‘in0 ‘di‘orial. an verW|Ill?
nd yet Spiruualism claims such a test Is per ec y pOSSIb e i

were poiuhle,
It nev-

Spiritualism stands uwiay as it

aad instructed by the paper we print are in duty bound 1?r h* o* -and hen,:
has for twenty-five years, challenged by the average common

ID contribute somewhat towards paying the expenses of
M If every person who reads ‘he paper regularly would
yey his little two dollars and a half a year to the publish-
er, it would help him out amazingly to enable him to
hM more reading matter and to do more towards
spreading truth over the land. Friends, don’t cheat the
eaarworked and underpaid editor and publisher of the
Spiritual Scientist out of the pittance he is justly entitled
0. He ceeds more help than he receives. Let every
person who likes to read his paper feel willing to pay for
it i they cannot send in the price (or a year they cer-
tainly can for five months—one dollar. Friends, if you
will all make up your minds to do this it will be a great
benefit to us—just try it once.

MATERIAL GOLD AND SPIRITUAL TREAS-
URES.

The statements concerning the Blandford Gold Mine
sboold not tempt people to place implicit trust in what
the spirits say in regard to these matters. Where there
is one success there are many failures. Now that the
mine has been struck, it will do no harm to give credit
to whoever it may belong, whether it be a spirit ia or out
ei the body. If, however, it had proved a failure, and
At trumpets had been blown in advance, there would
have been no end to the ridicule that would have heaped

mpoo the projectors of the enterprise. The opinion of
a spirit out of the body is entitled to the same amount
ef respect as that of ooe in the body; if either the one
ar the other shall have been proved to be worthy of cre-
dence, after due trial, then it follows their .statements

here greeter weight than those of a stranger.
In the case of the Blandford Mina, the motive of the
inf spirit was agood one, and it is to be

sense of men to verify its preteraions; and they have failed
to do it”

The Hawk-Eye is evidently a liberal paper and makes
the statement in good faith, actually believing it. The
philosophy is entirely ignored. Spiritualism is materiali-
zation — and this from an editor of a leading daily.
When will Spiritualists be sufficiently organized to tell
the world what Spiritualism is and what itis not? Many
are seeking to know; where are the teachers?

PASSED TO SPIRIT LIFE.

Paraed to spirit life, from Springfield, Mass., on Saturday
morning, April 14, Mrs. Susan C. Williams, wile of H. S.
Williams, oi Boston ; aged fifty years. *

Thus has a long and painful sickness, which from its in-
ception baffled the skill of many excellent physicians, and
wore out the patient even under the best nursing and kindest
care, terminated in the liberation of a spirit who during her
earthlyjife has made many friends, and contributed her share
to the aid and comfort of others. Always liberal in her relig
ious views, she came in due time to share with her husband
the cheering and rational faith of Spiritualism. Of excellent
judgment, genial with her friends snd practical in her benev-
olence, she was highly esteemed by her associates, and espec-
ially in Boston by the members of the Spiritualist Lillies’
Aid Society, of which she was for two yean president A
beautiful floral wreath forwarded by the ladies of this society,
to adorn the casket, and cheer with the pure and exquisite
symbolism of flowers the occasion of her burial, seemed fitly
to express the sweet and gracious friendships abe had (aspired.

The fuaeral services, attended by relatives and a large com+
panv of her Spiritualist friends, at the house of Bro. E. W.
Dickinson, at Springfield, was rather the joyous celebration
of a spirits-birth into the higher life, than an occasion of
mourning and gloom. A profusion of flowers were beautifully
arranged around the body and upon the casket, which rested
ia the midst of a circle of familiar friends and acquaintances.
A quartet of voices tang appropriate spiritual songs. Dr.
Storer read selections from a poem by Gerald Maaaey; Ce-
phas B. Lynn offered a tender, calm and inspiring invocation,
and remarks full of spiritual consolation and the holy influ-
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ences of the higher life, were made by Dr. H. B. Storer and jas he termed it: " This belief, withoat priests, without creeds,

Mr». Sarah A. Byrnes.
City, Conn., for burial.

SELECTIONS FROM A POEM BY GERALD MASSEY, READ BY DR.
H. B. STORER.
The best her life couid grow on earth, is given ;
The rest can ripen till we meet in heaven.
And life is all the sweeter that she lived.
And all she loved more sacred for Her sake;
And Death is all the brighter that she died,
And Heaven is all the happier that she's there.

The form we sow in weakness, hath been raised in power;
A palace of pleasure for a prison of pain.

The beauty of her nature that we felt

Is featured in the shape she weareth now !

The same kind face, but changed and glorified;
From Life's unclouded summit it looks back,
And sweetly smiles at all the sorrows past.

With such a look as taketh away grief;

No longer pale, and there is no more pain.

Her face is rosed with Heaven's immortal bloom,
For she hath found the land of Health at last;
The One Physician who can cure all ills.

So one by one the dear loved faces fade ;

Hands wave their iast farewell, while beckoning us
Across the river all must pass alone.

We stand and gaze upon their shining tra.k,

Until the two worlds mingle in a misL

And the two lives are molten ir.to ene ;

Fanyitfar things grow phantom-like, remote ;
Things visionary draw familiar near ;
"The picture that we gaze on seems the Real,
Looking at us, and we the Shadows that pass.

Blessed are they whose treasures are in Heaven !

Let us press forward to their summit or life.

Who have reased to pant for breath and won their Rest;
And there is no more parting, no more pain |

We shall publish next week an article from Prof. S. B
Brittan, being "An Answer to an open letter from Rev.
J. E. Bruce, published in the Spiritual Scientist of April
nineteenth.”

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.

The reported petrification of the body of General Wash-
ington is denied on what appeals to be good authority.

T he Jamestown (N. Y )Journal reports that a dove entered
the Baptist Church in Farmersville, Cattaraugus County, dur-
ing the sermon a few Sundays ago, and perched on the pulpit,
where it remained during the services. Then it accompanied
the congregation to a creek where some new converts were
baptized, and followed the people back to the church again.

The true mission of Spiritualism—and it is a great and
magnificent mission—is it to recall to the knowledge, and re-
store to the consciousness of mankind, the Christian faith,
with all its divine and supernatural power. Its business is to
exhibit the reality of Its connection with God and His angels,
with the life and spirit of the Divine World, and to open our
earth-dimmed eyes to perceive all the wealth of celestial wis-
dom in the Christian revelation.— W illiam Hrutin.

T he stockholders of the Onset Bay Grove Association,
with their friends, will make an excursion to their grounds at
East Wareham, Mass., on Thursday, May 3, leaving the Old
Colony depot at 8 o'clock. Tickets will be furnished by the
association for the low price of one dollar the round trip to all
who apply in advance of the date to H. S. Williams, president,
24 Temple Place, Boston. Ope
will be commenced and the deeds passed to the owners of lols
that have been and may be then selected. No lots are to be
transfered until then ; but several contracts for cottages have
been signed, and it is probable that before dedication day,
which will be some time in early June, a dozen or more sub-
stantial buildings will be erectetL

* The materialization phenomena are claimed by some
Spiritualists to be in the regular order of development of a
medium, who wttl commence with raps, then movement of
solid objects, then direct spirit voice, then materialization in
the dark, followed by partial and full forms in the light This
may be true in some canes ; but in Boston, in limes past, the
blushing honors of materialization have been thrust upon the
public without the preliminary raps. The raps came when the
ads plain.

Some twenty Yyean ago, from his pulpit in Music Hall,
Parker said of Spiritualism, or "Spiritism,”

The body was conveyed to Jewett | without churches, without any established form of worship or

teachers, entering silently every pathway of life, piercing every
department of science, of literature, of religion, is destined to
be the religion of the future.”

Nitrous oxide was once administered to Sir Humphrey
Davy, the accomplished chemist and physicist at the Royal
Institution ; he says that his thoughts began to flow with
lightning-like rapidity, many of the deepest secrets of nature
were unveiled to his view, and problems which had long per-
plexed him were solved. He exclaimed, "Nothing exists but
ideas.” Gradually he returned to his normal condition; all
that had been revealed to him in a state of supersensuous
perception faded from his waking memory, leaving for this
lower world but the single utterance, “Nothing exists but
ideas.”

They can't import a Hindu Fakir in whom occult mystery
is native, because he cannot cross the Kala Pawnee, (black
water) without losing his caste, than which he would sooner
loose his life—so says Rev. Thomas Colley of England.-------
The first harmonial society of Spiritualists of Memphis,
Tenn., have fitted up hall in fine style, where they have services
every Sabbath morning and afternoon. Mrs. Hawks, a highly
gifted menium, gives inspirational lectures, and occasionally
is engaged for an address.

Mrs. Britten will resume her readings and discussions at
New Era Hall next Sunday evening, April joth, when the
subject announced is "Magic in Egypt and Judea”—a fruitful
theme.

BANKING IN ANCIENT ASSYRIA.

Airsng the many thousand tablets brought to London from
Babylon by the late Mr. George Smith, nearly all refer to the
history of banking in antiquity. These tablets relate to a
banking house that traded urder the firm of "Egibi and Son."
It flourished in Babylon between the first year of the reign of
Nebuchadnezzar, 600 years before Jesus Christ, and the end
of that of Darius Hystaspes, 485 years before our era- It
seems the chief business of the house consisted in lending
money, for the tablets mention such operations effected 00
movable securities at a certain percentage ; but mortgages
were by no means unknown, for they contain mstasees of sums
lent on land or houses for a stated period, with very circum-
stantial particulars and surveys accompanying the documents.
There are also sales of real property mentioned, (in one the
plan of the land sold is annexed,) and also the sale of slaves.
It appears that during the first year of the reign of Nebuchad-
nezzar Egibi retired from business, and that his grandson,
Sula, the son of Ziruchin, became the director or chief of the
firm. He performed the duties ot that office until the twenty- .
third year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. In the fifteenth
year of that monarch's government, Sula went into partnership
with his son Nabu-Akhi-ldin, who, on his father’s death, be-
came the chief of the firm, and continued so until the twelfth
year of the reign of Nabonidus. In the eight year of that
Prince’s reign, Nabu-Akhi-ldin took his son, Itti-Marduk-
Baladhu, into partnership. This young man succeeded his
father in due time, and remained the chief of the company
during the reign of Nabo-Nabonidas, and during those of
Cyrus and Cambesea. His son, Maiduk-Nazir-Abla, suc-
ceeded him in the second year of Darius. Some of the tablets
are checks, receipts and other similar documents.

A correspondent from Providence writes that Barney
Hall, where The Free Religious Society hold their
was densely packed with the intelligence and
the .city, to hear the spirit medium. Emma Hardinge
and the contrast between her burning utterances and
written essays usually delivered from that platform, was
manifestly by a'l present

Though the discourse lasted for an hour and a halt, and
many were standing, not a foot moved or a sound was heard
to interrupt the dear ring of the speaker’s voice, till the last
word was pronounced, when a loud and irresistible burst of
applause testified how warmly the "Free Religionists” appre-
ciated the remarksble improvisation they had been listening
to. Mrs Britten was not suffered to depart without a prem-
ise to deliver another lecture is that hall before the done of
the Society's sessions, and a large company of the meat dis-
tinguished literary lights of the audience called on the speak-
er during the evening to express their deep interest and syxs-
patby in the "brilliant effort" they had listened to.

So the work goes on, and no conservatism gives place to
the mighty lever of progress.
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Written for Ik Spiritual Sdtotitt,
LIFE OF CHRIST.
BY GEORGE WENTZ.

“ What thintyt of Christf"

The life of Christ is yet to be written. That this has ever
been a desideratum is manifest from a large and growing
Christian literature, ponderous, minute and searching as the
ShaksperRan ; besides whom no two beings ever existed about
whom so little is known and so much has been said. The
number of “ lives ” of Jesus on the shelves of ordinary libra-
ries may be counted by the tens and twenties.

And the auxiliary books of reference and discussion are
exhausting if not exhaustive. This want of a life of Jesus is
still felt in face of the fact that the New Testameot is the best
of his biographies in every sense. The simple narrative and
plain statement of the Four Gospels is neither understood by,
nor acceptable to the taste of, a critical age; for the ever
increasing attempts at explanation show the ever present need
ot it. Matters of fact universally admitted in early days, when
mens’ powers of observation were not less acute than now,
are at the present time utterly discredited and denied on the
one side, and on the other referred to a miraculous interposi
tion of Providence. Thus proceeds human history ; firs*, comes
the fact; then the miracle with its doubt and assumption i
lastly, the myth with its entire negation. From the apostolic
quartet, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, to Beecher and
Farrar is a wide and ominous interval, filled with visions, wars,
and tumbling thrones; schismatics, martyrs and saints ; tern,
poral and spiritual kings, and general chaos. For the under-
standing and application of that new dispensation now become
obscure, another dispensation is needed, or rather a new point
of view.

Happily, it Is usually found that where, in the economy of
nature, a want has not been ralisfied, the supply is not long
nor far to seek. It is so in this case. The new dispensation
or the new exegesis is at hand. The mystery, origin, cause
and purpose of the so-called miracles of the New Testament,
and of the mission of Christ, is to be, and only can be, ex-
plained by Spiritualism, the misconstrued of churchmen and
the rejected of scientists. Already its literature assumes
voluminous proportions, and forms the basis of a new cult,
having its foundations in psychology. The study of the mate-

ial has preceded, as was proper, and has now reached a point
where the higher study joins it, not indeed to displace it, but
to run side by side with it in emulative and indispensible
union.

Spiritualism, as in early Christian days, shows two classes
of influence upon society; its facts are accepted by the illit-
erate, and its theory announced by the learned. It takes up
Peter, the fisherman, into its fold ; and accepts the explana-
tion of Paul, the scholar. The poor and ignorant at one end
of the line of progress, and no less a name in seience than
that of Wallace at the other. Slowly, imperceptibly, like a
river depositing its sands at the bottom of the sea, presently
the dry land appears as an earnest of “ continents tobe.” Is
not this a great change from the darkness of the Middle Ages
and the temporal ascendency of the popes ? A change effected
in the short space of twenty-five years, about the period em-
braced in the active ministry of Christ.

Much has been written of this wonderful life; but of the
later and best efforts all are wanting in the one cardinal requi-
site of spirituality Strauss has well shown textual incon-
sistencies and has done much to purge the record. Kenan
catches glimpses of the spiritual, but although his work has
the appearance of artistic completeness, it fails to seise that
inner meaning of the ¢ life.” Indeed, the main defect of the
rationalistic method is the want of spiritual perception. It is
the divine element, the spiritual mediumship, which esc ipes
the senses of these analysts, like a delicate aroma from the
very rose of Sharon and the lily of the valley.

It may seem strange that this phenomenal life has not been
thoroughly understood fiom the record which it left behind.
The world has advanced in all respects since the birth of
Christ Social, political and material kingdoms have been
addrd to the victorious march of mankind ; general intelligence
and knowledge extended and defined; science also dealing
continually with forct, a thing whose existence is established
in no other way than that by which Spiritualism is established.
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namely, material proof. But the want of apprehension rests
in this: that ia the midst of the general advance psychology
has been studied in the abstract only; Plato and the school-
men have reigned in dialectic sovereignty,and the study of the
soul as the subject of practical science has been altogether
disregarded and avoided. In return for this neglect and aver-
sion the spiritual part of man thrusts itself with the force of de-
monstration upon the notice of the skeptic and the recreant sci-
entist,seizing perforce upon the place which has been denied it
among the institutes of men. Science has perfected material
knowledge, but it is as yet soulless. It cannot be long before
she demonstrates spirituality, even to scientists as she has to
the commonalty, so that the body of religion may be compre-
hended in the understanding.

Christianity in its naked purity is the poetry of moral life,
as basic religion is the poetry of science. To the mechanical
conception of a mathematical age the poetic diction of the
New Testament seems altogether illusory, and hence many
passages which are to be literally understood receive a figura-
tive interpretation. The necessity therefore exists for the
re-writing of the life of Jesus in terms to which no doubtful
meaning may attach. Its poetic phase is for those only who,
having recognized the realities of the subject, are able without
detriment to fact to exalt its philosophic and artistic charac-
teristics.

The life of Christ might indeed be written with the pen of
the poet. Such in fact it is in the New Testament to our
modernized conception. And well it may be; for the record
at its best shows the epsic of the brightest age on earth, with
this peerless teacher as its central figure.
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OTHER WORLDS.

Rejecting on the one hand the theory of the piuralit)
worlds in the sense implying that all existent worlds i
Inhabited, and on the other hand the theory of but one world
we should accept a theory which might be entitled the Pah
city of Worlds, only that relative, not absolute, paucity must
be understood. It is absolutely certain that this theory is the
correct one, if we admit two postulates, neither of which can
be reasonably questioned—viz., first, that the life-bearing era
of any world is short compared with the entire duration of
that world ; and, secondly, that there can have have been no
cause which set all the worlds in existence, not simultaneous-
ly, which would be amazing enough, but (which wonld be infi-
nitely more surprising; in such a way that after passing each
through its time of preparation, longer for the large worlds
and shorter for the small worlds, they all reached at the same
time the life-bearing era. But quite apart from this antece-
dent probability, amounting as it does to absolute certainty if
these two highly probable postulates are admitted, we have
the actual evidence of the planets we can examine—that evi-
dence proving incontestably, as | have shown elsewhere, that
such planets as Jupiter and Saturn are still in the state of
preparation, still so intensely hot that no form of life could
possibly exist upon them, and that such bodies as our moon
hare long since parsed the life-bearing stage, and arc to all
intents and purposes defunct. But may we not go further f
Recognizing in our own world, in many instances, what to our
idea resembles waste—waste seeds, waste lines, waste regions,
waste forces — recognizing superfluity and superabundance
in all the processes and in all the srorks of nature, should it
not appear at least possible that some, perhaps even a large
proportion, of the worlds in the multitudinous systems peo-
pling space, are not only not now supporting life, but never
have supported life and never will * Does this Idea differ ia
kind, however largely to our feeble conceptions it may suern
to differ in degree, from the idea of the imagined creatures
on a fruit, that some nr even many fruits excellently fitted
for the support of life might not subserve that purpose! And
as those creatures might conceive (as we know) that some
fruits, ever, many, failed to come to the fall perfection of fruit
life, may not we without irreverence conceive (as higher brings
may know) that a planet or a tun may fail in the making *
We cannot say that in such a case there would be a waste or
lost of material, though we may be unable to conceive how
the lost sun or planet could be utilized. Our imagined insect
reasooert would be unable to imagine that fruits plucked frees
their tree system were otherwise than wasted, for they would
conceive that their idea of the purpose of truiu was tbs only
true one; yet they would be altogether mistaken, as we may
be ia supposing the main purpose of planetary existence ia
the support of life.—Bttgrmt-u.
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Fraa lka Son* Aaencan.
DUAL LIFE.

We have already discuaeed in some detail the curious men-
tal condition of persons who apparently possess two distinct
mental Hues. To such individuals the events of the abnormal
life are a blank while existing in normal state, and vice versa.
Dr. Brown-Scquard has advanced the hypothesis that this
phenomenal condition is a consequence of our two brains, of
which he believes we ordinarily use but one, leaving the other
nearly unemployed.

The Greenlanders have a queer belief that the shadow,
which by day accompanies us wherever are go, at night wan-
ders away and has adventures. This odd superstition regards
the duality of life from another standpoint than the almost
purely physically one of Dr. Sequard; and Mr. Herbert
Spencer, in hienew work on “ Synthetic Philosophy.” devotes
some dose n aatmirg to the primitive idea of our possessing
an titer qv, and te the question of whether we do not form a
conception of a mental self through the incomprehensible ex-
periences of dreams. Dreams, he says, cannot be interpreted
as we interpret them, in the absenceof the hypothesis of mind
as a distinct entity; and this hypothesis cannot exist before
the experiences suggesting it There are dream experiences,
which seem to imply two entities; and such a supposition
involves the notion that the second entity differs from the first
simply in being absent and active at night while the other is
at rest Only as this supposed duplicate, once thought of
as like the ordinal in all things, becomes gradually modified
by the dropping of physical characters irreconcilable with
the facts, does the hypothesis of a mental sell become estab
BshctL

It is a noticeable fact that this belief in the duality of self is
constantly found among savages, and that they bring the same
forward in explanation of the peculiar states known as swoon,
catalepsy, etc., in which animation is suspended—as well as
for sleep. Insensibility following a blow or violent exertion,
the Fijian believes, is due to the duplicate self wandering
away from the body; and as the desertion is more determined
than in the case of sleep, the return of the duplicate is fol-
lowed by silence as to what has been seen or done in the in-
terval. In our own common speech, we show the way ia
which syncope yields seeming verification of the primitive
notion of duality. We speak of one who revives from a faint-
ing fitas “ coming back to himself; ” we use the term “ absent-
minded” or “abstracted,” literally meaning drawn away.
“ Wits gone wool-gathering " is sn apt vulgarism in point
All of these terms clearly express the idea of something hav-
ing departed from the present self, for a time.

In apoplexy, the patient suddenly falling betrays a “ total
loss of consciousness, of feeling, and of voluntary movement;”
there is snoring as in deep sleep. Yet the sufferer cannot be
“ brought back to himself” by ordinary means, and the savage
witnesses such facts, and, recalling his dream experiences,
believes that the second self has gone away for a time beyond
recall. Some time afterwards there is a like prolonged insen
sibility, and tbyn revival, and another silence as to what has
happened ia the interval; on the third time, the absent some-
thing does not return.

Similar ia the suddenness with which it commences, but
otherwise dissimilar, is the state of insensibility called cata-
lepsy. Instantaneous loss of consciousness is followed by
a state in which the patient “ presents the air of a statue
rather than that of aa animated being,” and control of the
members ia lost There ia no recollection of occurrences
during the attack 5 and interpreting the facts according to
their primary meanings, the wandering other self srin give no
acount of its adveanres. The Chippcwas, believing in the
journeying of souls, thiak that those of persons ia a trance,
“ being refused a passage, return to their bodies and reani

There is still another stale of iaseasMlity which has shown
itself repeatedly of late among persons who have beer pro-
foundly impressed by the religious revivals. We refer to
1creasy, hi which the subject shows that be is “ not himself,”
and seems to have vivid perceptions of thiogp elsewhere.
During this state,"hr which the muscles are efteo rigid, and
there Is a total suspension of voluntary motion, visions of
sa extraordinary nature occiiloasby occur. These phen-

omena tend to strengthen the primitive belief that each man
is double. All the various phases of coma, from a state of
slight drowsiness up to permanent and profound stupor, are
simiUrly interpretable.

It will be seen, from Mr. Spencer's reasoning before given,
that the supposition peculiar to the savage is not without
some justification; and if the prevalence of a hypothesis is
any supiiort, this Is certainly one most widely extended. The
Fijian may sometimes be heard to bawl out lustily to his
own soul to return to him. Among the Karens, a man is
constantly in fear lest his other self should leave him; sick
ness or languor being regarded as signs of its absence. Among
the northern Asiatic tribes, disease is ascribed to the soul's
departure. By the Algonquin Indians, a sick man is regarded
as having his “ shadow ” *“ unsettled or detached from his
body." Like interpretations are met with among the Austra-
lians and Tartars. A remarkable instance of the survival of
the primitive ifea that the soul leaves the body during sleep
is instanced among certain Jewish sects; where the prayer on
awakening is one of thanks for the return of the soul, and aa
immediate duty is the washing of hands and face to cieanse
away the impurities of this minor death.

REMARKABLE DREAM.

The accutacy (says Dr. Abercrombie) of the following may
be relied on in all its particulars. Two ladies, sisters, had
been for several days in attendance upon their brother, who
was ill of a common sore throat—severe and protracted; but
not considered as attended with any danger. At the same
time, one of them had borrowed a watch from a female friend,
ia consequence of her own being under repair. The watch
was one to which particular value was attached, on account of
family associations ; and tome anxiety was expressed that it
might not meet with any iujury. The sisters were sleeping
together, in a room communicating with that of their brother,
when the elder of them awoke in a state of great agitation ;
and having aroused the other, told her that she had a frightful
dream. “ 1dreamt,” she said, “ that Mary's watch stopped ;
—and that, when 1 told you of the circumstance, you replied,
*Much worse than that has happened, for Jame's breath has
stopped also ! ” —naming their brother who was ilL To quiet
her agitation, the younger sister immediately got up, ahd
found the brother sleeping quietly; and the watch which had
been carefully put by in a drawer, going correctly. The fol-
lowing night the very same dream occurred, followed by simi-
lar agitation, which was again composed in the same manper ;
—the brother being again found in a quiet sleep, and the walth
going well. On the following morning, soon after the family
breakfasted, one of the sisters was sitting by her brother,
while the other was writing a note in the adjoining room.
When her note was ready for being sealed, she was proceed-
ing to take out for this purpose the watch alluded to, which
had been put by in her writing desk, when she was . stonished
to find it had stopped ; ana, at the same instant, she heard a
scream of intense distress from her sister in the other room.
Their brother, who had still been considered as going on fa-
vorably, had been seised with a sudden fit of suffocation, and
had just breathed his last.

BODY STRANGELY PRESERVED.

The Portland (Me.) Argus of Saturday says: “ A month
ago Robert Williams, a conductor on the Eastern Railroad,
died suddenly. His body was placed in the receiving tomb
at the Eastern cemetery, and yesterday an undertaker for
some purpose opened the coffin. What was his surprise to
find the face of the dead nun as fresh, fair and rosy as in the
days of his most vigorous health, not one sign of dissolution
being apparent The entire body was hard as the rocky walls
of the tomb which inclosed it. A physician who examined
the body could offer no solution, and the undertaker ia his
many years' experience never looked upon the like before.”

REMEMBER.

Thbial Suascaiaxas.—The Spiritual Scientist is essentially
different from say other Sp*rituui paper, and as we are satis-
fied that any Spiritualist or investigator will cuaslder it inval
uabic after glancing at a frw numbers, we offer it pits
MONTHS roe ONE DOLLSa.

Postage paid by the publishers in the United States and
Canada ; oilier countries postage added.
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Another Great Bookt
THE
RELATIONS OF THE SEXES
BY MRS. E. B. DUFFEY,

I AUTHOR or *“ WHAT WOMEN 5HOI" D
KNOW,” “ MO SEX IN EDU-
CATION," ETC.

TO -

THE YONG VEN UK WOVEN CF AVENICL

Those who still hold in their hands their
own lives and the lives of a future
generation, in the hope that it
mav show them how to per-
form their duties to
themselves, to each other, and to futu
rity, wisely and well, leaving no
room for regret Qr reproach,
this i»ook is hopefully and
lovingly dedicated.

BY THE AUTHOR.

Introductory------- Sexual Physiology
The Legitimate Social Institutions
of the World Th* Orient 1
The Legitimate Social Institutions of the
World-------- The Occident-------- Polyg-
amy— Free Love and its Evils-----—--
Prostitution—Its History and Evils
———————— Prostitution— Its
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