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and interested in a dog; these losing interest again cries “ I 
want my mamma,” and, exhausted, will not be consoled. The 
mother arrives folds the little one in her bosom and it is 
wrapped in sleep. So we go through life. Glitter and glare 
of the world attract and distract us. Time is coming when 
we change. Out of the depths of doubt our souls find rest 
in dependence. All on others depend. As the flowers on 
the stems, the leives on the trees, so, the oaks on the soil 
must stand. The tempest would rock it did it not cling to 
its mother earth. And a giant fraud in man touched by spirit 
revelations, loses its bullying nature and exclaiming it has 
got religion becomes conscious of the inter-dependence of 
the human race.

Mrs. Jewett, whose chaste and cultivated mind, as well as 
favorable address, commanded attention and eminently quali­
fies her as a leader and public teacher, being called by the 
chairman said it was remarkable, how wise and good men, 
all aiming for the same desirable end, differ. Where is the 
thread which is to lead us through this labyrinth of darkness 
and ignorance? It is not inherent idleness nor depravity 
which brings this poverty, as some have felt, but want of 
self knowledge. The present poverty and want have always 
existed in every nation, and the horrors of the Revolution of 
’93 fail to eradicate them. Revolutions have benefitted man­
kind but they are not the highest truths. Spiritualism is 
allied to every want of man. Higher deve lope meat of Spirit­
ualists will lead them to help the race and eradicate their sel­
fishness, cultivate self-control to root out evil propensitic s.

Mr. Farnsworth regretted the Conference should diverge 
from topics allied to Spiritualism as so many speakers bad 
today. Matters of City Government and finance were out of 
place.

W »w lu r k  -  P r . t r * . . ! .*  H y lH tsaJ lita

Lyman C. Howe, trance-speaker, lectured before the Soci­
ety of Progressive Spiritualists, at Republican Hall, West 
Twenty-third Street and Sixth Avenoe, last Simday evening, 
upon the subject, “What do we know, and hew do we know 
it ? " Several hundred persons were present, and listened to 
the address with marked attention. At the close of the lec­
ture a copy of a petition to the American Minister at London, 
praying for his interference in behalf of Dr. Slade, the Amer­
ican medium, was circulated for signatures. The petition, 
recites the history of Dr. Sladc  ̂arrest on a charge of “voe- 
abondistn and palmistry," preferred by Drs. Unkeitcr an* 
Donkin, and bin subsequent convlceio* end sentence to three 
mouths’ confinement in the House of Coauction. It con­
cludes by requesting Mr. Pierrepont to see that jetties m 
done in the cast, and that American eftiaeas traveling abroad 
be protected against the operation of “ antiquated lews » 
unknown to them nod antagonistic to the spirit of the age
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At the Conference of the New York Spiritualists Associa- ! 
tion Jan. 14, Dr. White in the chair.
Mr.Gw.Maddox opened disclaiming faith in being a medium 

or receiving spirit revelation but claims to receive revelations I 
of some sort from some source.God if you please.to the effect. I 
that the poor must be cared for in this day of starvation and 
want. He was preparing a petition to the powers that be to 
supply them work and issue scrip in payment. Scrip to be 
redeemed etc. ,

Mr. Partridge said the city was enough in debt already 
ownerx were letting property go for taxes. He would join a , 
hundred others to colonize the poor in the West.

Mr. Thompson favored the views of the first speaker.
Dr. Hallock said the error and trouble was deeper seated 

than speakers had realised or yet gone. The grand asaylum 
plan of the speaker would not meet it. That would only draw 
myriads of the lazy and profligate to share the city's bounty. 
The trouble was in the spiritaal condition and spiritual train­
ing of the people. The churches taught the penalty of a mis 
spent life was uncomfortably hot quarters hcreait.-r which 
might be avoided by a substitute purchased by church attend­
ance. The State taught men were all good citizens if they 
kept clear of the gallows and the jail. Consequently, steer­
ing clear of these three penalties, men of all classes loved 
such lives, reckless of the benefits and advancement of the 
uhole race, as do result and always will result in oppression, 
extravagance and poverty. There is a promise of a better 
teaching and a better race of men. There was but one ap- 
prooch So that race, la his knowledge, Peter Cooper. [The 
mention of this great name was greeted with hearty applause.]

Mrs. Perrioe, in sympathetic voice and tone pleading that 
Spiritualism it God-born, said religion is the desire in the 
heart to worship a poorer higher than self, as n child feeling 
for Ha parents, whose tears and sorrow are kissed away 
by the latter. The child lost on the street is amused by the 
lights In the windows and lamps ; tires of that and cries "I 
want my mamma," taken to the Station is appeased by candy,
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d h a ,  "  M J .  W . M . ”  and M Z e u s .  "
M r s .  E m m a  H a r d l a g e  B r i t t e n ,  M r s .

E m m a  T a t t l e .  M r s .  E m m a  A .  W o o d . 
M r s .  L l t a  B a r a e y  S a y lo a ,  A .

D .  aad a t k o r s .

ENGLISH CORRESPONDENTS,
A  B o r .  W . S t a l a t o a  M o s e s ,  *• L e x  e t  
- e x , "  aad  several members of the Roeacructaa Col- 
ego o f England.

K 1 C 1 A J C G I 8  with *nritual journals in M a i-  
eo. Sooth America. England, Franco, Spain, Belgium, 

ty, Ita ly ,T u rkey, Russia, Egypt aad Australia,

IMPORTANT PROPOSITION
Raoagaiai

Spiritual N

Personal Efforts of Subscribers
and believ ng that some who are eminently fitted for 
obtaining subscriptions cannot afford to g i v e  the 
time, we offer them the following

TERM S:
(Postage in all cases paid by publishers.)

O a e  H u b a c r lp t lo a  to the Spiritual Scientist 
• »  SO, ia advance.

T w a  Ha b a r  r  I h e r e  — Any person who sands rhe 
names of two mbw subscribers and S 4  SO , can have 
a copy sei-t to each.

T h r e e  H a b e e r lh e r s .  -A n y person who sends 
has ow n name and these of Two n i u  subscribers, can 
hare the three copies sent for S6.S5.

F o a r  S u b s c r i b e r s — Any person who sends 
S S  7 5  can have a copv seat to each of any four 
addresses in thft United Stales

F i v e  M o b e c p lb e rs . —B IO  OO accompanying 
five names, w 3  entitle each to a copy of the ^ irrtu a l 
Scientist for one year.

PREMIUMS
When more then nvm new subscribers are sent, 

accompanied by cash, a premium of 5 0  c e n t o  will 
bo allowed on each one.

T e a  new subscribers, sent in one order, accom­
panied by BSO.OO, will entitle the person sending, 
the cfnb to one copy free for one year 

T w e n t y  new subscribers, accompanied by 5 4 0 ,  
will entitle the person sending the Club to one copy 
free for one year, and any books that he may order to 
the value of $3.00, retail price.

tO O -a E W IN G  M A C U IX E -* O A
A  S i x t y  F i v e  D o l l a r  S e w i n g  M a c h in e

will Le presented to any one wh-> obtains one hundred 
subscribers and accompanies rbe order with BSOO. 
T h is eatraordmary liberal offer will, we hope, induce 
many persons to make up a list of this number.

BEGIN AT ONCE,
as this season of the vear u  moat favorable for get tin* 
subscription*. Many of you live where w« have no 
agents; most of you know of people who need ju«t 
the help to be derived from reading this pa|«r ; and 
ALL o r  YOU have friends, whom no agent can secure, 
but who will bn decided by a  word from von.

May we not than coant on each o f our readers to do 
something toward increasing the circulation of the 
Spiritual Scientist ? It may seem but little that you 
c*n do, but tbe aggregate of the week thus accom­
plished swells into very large proportions when it is 
brought together here.

I f  any of those yon think ought to haye It are far 
away, a letter from you will decide them. I f  any are 
poor, you may be able to make them a present of 
the paper. We do not ask you to neglect your other 
duties, but only to economise some of yo-ir spare tune 
and derate it to the work.

We ask you to look tbe field over and note the 
homes where this paper ought to go, and where, by 
a little effort on your part, it may go, and for the 
sake of the n o d  you caa do by putting this paper 
into homes that nerd it, and whose inmales may re­
ceive through it great and lasting benefit, decide to 
make the effort. Address,

SCIENTIST PUBLISHING CO.,
B O S T O N , M A M .

How ta Form A Spirit Circle.
It  is  calculated that oae person la  every seven

cases, arrived at their conclusions by agencies esub  
liahod by themselves aad independently e f each other 
and o f the services o f professional mediums. Every 
spiritualist is indeed an “  investigator,” —it may t
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I la  anv city or in any countv either east, west, north 
or south, four hundred persons can be found who 
would take the Scientist at once if a  could ho brought | 
to their none#. We are constantly in receipts 
of letters asking for specimen copies from jorsoas who 
at once take the paper when they receive one. Any 
oersoa with a little perseverance can obtain this asm- , 
ber within a radius of a few mites from their residence. 
A s an inducement we offer a 8 1 0 0  Geo. Wood organ. 
T he merits of the instrument need not be enlarged 
upon. They can he seen in any large d ty  and anv 
section of the United States. T he person getting the 
four hundred (eoolsubecribers <nd remitting SHOO, 
will receive one. T h a t it will be seen that they will

in the the
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mUgator. no matter how many other Spiritual 
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d r s a y  has aebeenpri'^ should he written Infuft

luce them to subscribe for it but only to subscribers 
the paper, to ieduce them to obtaia new names for 

„ i  —bsnTptiua list—aad they are givea to pay (or the 
time spent ia getting these new names.

N o  parson aondiag hie ow a name as a subscriber 
caa receive a premium for it.

I f  any person will first subscribe for the paper, pay­
ee full subscription price, and thea use h a  time and 

m luence to obtaia other sew  subscribers he will then 
be entitied to p re su m e  for as many as h e may scad

TO THORE WHO ORTAIR M V  RASES.
Send yonr now names as yon get them. Ahraye 

end tbe payment for aoch subscript ten with the name. 
A c do not receive a new subscription unices payment 
i  made b  advance. You caaoetaiu the premium for 
mch new subscriber as you send us the as mas
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received by and been entered upon our boohs

C°Spec!aeca copses of the Sptruual will be
se«t if yen wish them as aids t a getting new names.

Subscriptions to the Spiritual Scientist can com­
mence at nay tune during tbe year.
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________ all atav become so th«
following conditions ere presented as those under which 
the phenomena may at all times he evolved.

Inquired into Spiritualism should begin by forming 
spirit circles ia their owa homes, with no Spiritualist 
or professional medium present. Should no results be 
obtained on the first occasion, try again with other sit­
ters. One or more persons possessing medial power* 
without knowing it ate to be found ia a ta r i*  every 
Household. \ / \ ^ J

i.  Let the room be o f a comfortable temperature 
hut cool rather than warm—let arrangements be made 
that nobody shall enter it, and that there shall be no 
nterruptioa for one hour during tbe sitting of tbe b r- de.

a. Let the circle consist o f from three or fi/e to tea 
individuals, about the same number o f each saa. Sit 
round sn uncovered wooden table, with all the palms 
i f  the hands on its top surface. Whether the hands 
touch each other or not it usually of no importance 
Any table will do, just large enough to conveniently 
iccommodatt the sitters. T h e removal o f a hand from 
the table for a few seconds does no harm ; but when 
me af the sitters breaks the circle by leaving the table, 
t sometimes, but not alw ays, vary considerably delays 
he manifest at ions.

3 . Before the sitting begins, place some pointed lead 
pencils and some sheets of clean writing paper on the 
table, to write down sa y  communication that m a y \e

A  T he hrsi symptom o f the fevtabfe 
•  often a feeling Idu a cool

Always give the name of the poet office from which 
y«» mkm year paper, e f e a  you write to J  he p n b h h in  
to pay lev the Spiritual Scientist, or lor any other pur­
pose*. We cubbri t a d  year name* on our hooka ua- 
U sT yaa do this.

Brown, are best fer C g e  seas*.
P o a e A c e  money orders caa be obtained ia d U fey
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ARE THERE “ DEVILS " AMOMC US ? ELDER EVANS TO COL. OLCOTT.
In the preface of a book eutitled “ Life beyond the Grave," 

published last month, and full of messages about spirit life 
and spirit powers, is found an interesting description of the 
experiences of a writing medium. Ten years ago the author 
purchased a planchette, but failed to get any writing by its 
agency, or to develop the least trace of mediumship, in any 
phase, until the summer of 1874. Of this period the author 
•snyt: “ I accidentally came in contact with an Americas me­
dium who was reputed to have the power of developing medi­
umship in others. This person mesmerized my hand and arm 
—she never succeeded in mesmerizing the brain—and the 
result was, that when 1 placed my hand on planchette 1 felt a 
dragging motion in the instrument, as if some, invisible power 
was gently drawing it over the surface of the paper, uncon­
trolled by me.” No reliance could be placed upon the veracity 
of the communicating spirits until the following year, w hen, 
through the power of a medium whose specialty was the re­
moval of undesirable influences, the character of the commu­
nication entirely changed. The invisibles then breathed 
nothing but good advice aad impressed everp one who met 
them with their great purity, benevolence and truthfulness. 
Certainly there seems to be great need of such a power in 
these latter days in modem Spiritualism. 1 if biblical times 
Christ and the apostles often met those from whom they cast 
out devils ; one woman, it will be remembered, was profitable 
to her master through evil spirits. The writing medium 
above appears to have had the devils cast out by the power 
of another medium and thereafter good and holy influences 
attended. It would seem that there are many dangers that 
should be constantly kept in view by those who dabble in 
mediumship. The Spiritual Scientist says editorially this 
week : “ It is the dark side of Spiritualism that so many of its 
public mediums are subjects of grossly sensual influences. 
It is with charity that we write it, and a hope that the vast­
ness ol the spiritual philosophy may at. some time be realized 
by those who now treat it as a convenient belief that promises 
universal salvation, and therefore will permit them to delay 
important duties.” It is quite .certain that some mediums 
whose habits and surroundings are anything but spiritual can 
occasionally give “tests,” as they are called, of spirit exist­
ence ; and it is as well known that communications are not 
always reliable. May it not be that the reliability of the 
communications are intimately related with the spirituality of 
the medium ?—Boston H erald.

THE PROPHET’S STANDARD.
A Madras Mussulman paper, the Sumsh-ai-Unhbar, gives its 

readers the following interesting information respecting the 
“Prophet’s Standard,” which, it states, “was enshrined among 
other relics of the founder of Islam in Constantinople, and 
has been dispatched to the scene of war, in order that the 
valor of the Turkish troops may be stimulated through their 
religious feelings. An English author, Mr. Thornton, has 
published in his book on Turkey copious details regarding 
this standard, which is called ‘ Sunjack i-Shu reef ’ by the 
Turks, who ascribe a mysterious efficacy to it, holding it in 
the highest veneration. Non-Mussulmans are forbidden to 
gaze on it on pain of death, and H was this threat which de­
terred Mr. Thornton from casting his eyes on it when the 
standard was being paraded in the streets of Constantinople 
after it had witnessed a repulse of the Russians by the Turks, 
during tbs Crimean war. When the Turkish Army marches 
to war with the Sultan himself or the Vizier at the head, the 
standard ia displayed, and on catching a glimpse of it every 
Moslem recites his prayers while lending a hand In carrying 
it A splendid silk tent is erected, in front of which the 
standard is raised, guarded by 40 chiefs of the Empire and 
four bodies of infantry. Another writer describing the stand­
ard, says that it is made of four layers of silk, the topmost of 
which is green, those below being composed of cloth em­
broidered with gold Its entire length is 12 feet and from it 
is suspended the figure of a human hand, which clasps a copy 
of the Koran, transcribed by the Caliph Osmen. In limes of 
peace the banner of the Prophet is kept In a chamber appro­
priated to the purpose, along with the clothes, teeth, the ven- 
lockt, the stirrups, and the bow of the Prophet"

Mr- Lebanon. Jan. 11. 1877-
Dear Friend.—I see your name, from time to time, in the 

papers. Happy 1877 to you.
If you please, what are you about ? Remember that I live 

out of the world, yet am quite interested in it Would be 
much pleased to receive from you information on the topic of 
Spiritualism. Where is it now ? How goes the battle! 
What of Dr. Slade ? Have the English caught in him, a 
Tartar? or is he not equal to his foes? Mediums will be 
raised up, who will be to England what Moses was to Egypt, 
but only when they shall be laden with messages as practice 
as were those of that great Reformer of his own people.

Generation, physiology, property and war were treated of 
1 by Moses. Do they not need to be treated of by modem 
I Spiritualism ? Does not England, as a representative nation, 
stand in need of instruction, correction, reproof, upon the 
subject of propagation, nutrition and possession ? The Eng­
lish people belong to the land, and the land to the people, as 
did the land of Canaan to the people of Israel, each individual 
a land-owner, each man a husband and each woman a wife, for 
offspring only—no unfruitful works of darkness, mere sensu­
ality. The whole generation of them had been bred in the 
wilderness, and been brought up on vegetable food—manna— 
nothihg else. Look at that state of things! When war 
came, while they maintained their integrity, woe to them who 
waged it. The Lord fought for them; and well might they 
call him the Lord of Hosts — the God of battles. But how 
did the Lord fight for them ? Who was the Lord ? God, the 
Creator ? X ot at a ll.

England is nearer to the fouutain uf being than was Israel; 
not so many intervening mediators. We are nearer the mil­
lennium than Moses was. When Spiritualism has culminated 
look out for practical results. The generative organs, the 
digestive organs, the property and fighting elements in 
humanity, will all be superintended. A new order of things 
will be inaugurated—new heavens, and a new earth. Astors, 
Stewarts, Vanderbilts, will be impossibilities. Yet what are 
they compared with Joseph, the medium, who used Spiritual­
ism itself for speculation, and by it bought the gold and silver, 
the cattle, the land ; and all the people were slaves to the 
despot Pharoah. Each capitalist is a despot.

Jesus had propagating powers, but did not use them. He 
sought to make life a blessing to those who had it, rather 
than add to the numbers. He had digestive powers, but 
used them to sustain life without disease. He had acquisi- 

I lions, so large that he thought to possess all the kingdoms oi 
' the earth, yet he had not so much as fox or bird. Alone, 
whea under the war spirit, he cleared the Temple, but repented 
of it. Spiritualism, he used to “heal them all" — the multi­
tudes. Go thou and do as he did. In love,

F. W. Evans.

SPIRITUALISM IN THE UNITED STATES-
N e w  Y o r k —F e l l*  A d le r

Professor Adler’s next lecture in New York is announced 
to be “The new Idea," and will probably outline the proposed 
movement of his society. When this gentleman shall have 

j extended his investigations as thoroughlv into the science a t 
. the mind dikrmbodied and “phenomena associated with ab- 
normal coaditiqas of the mind” as he was into the literature 
of matter he will discover in the immortal life of men a new 
incentive for the noble course he is marking out to improve 
men’s human lives. He lectured list Sundty to the Peaboi 
lasti ute at Baltimore.

U s d t - f l M  S p ir i t u a l is t  U t i l i t y .
The First Spiritualist Society of Lowell, Mass., have made 

choice of the following officers for the ensuing year: Pres.. 
A. B. Plimpton ; Clerk, B. S. Freeman ; Treus., Jesses Coffin ; 
Collector aad Cor. Ssc., M. H. Fletcher, P.O. address. Wont- 
ford, Middlesex Co* Mass.; Assessors, Jacob Nichols, 
Amos Green; Prudential Cons, S. C. Pattrick. Francis 
Go ward, Mrs. M. H. Fletcher. This Society holds three 
meetings every Sunday (at Reed’s Hall), conftrenen in the 
morning, and lectures afternoon and evening. Mm. C Fan­
nie Allyn closes her present engagement Sunday, Jan. atst. «

The Spiritual Scientist will be tent to any address in the United Sutes f iv e  months s o n  one d o l la r .
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A STUDY OF THE BANNER.
The New York Sun, having recently found time from its 

Other multiUtious occupations to look around and discover if 
there were any leaks in its omniscience, has most unexpectedly 
found that the mysteries of the unseen world were something 
to which it had never given its attention, and expresses 
wonder that such things should hare existed so long without 
its knowing ail about them. Perhaps it does not make its 
ludicrous confession in so many words, but that is the exact 
purport sf it, in spite of its brave attempts to hide the fact 
behind its loud self-assertion. In coot ection with what it is 
pleased to call the “ mysterious world,” it devotes a long and 
labored article to the Banner of Light, and its well-known and 
long endorsed characteristics. It is actually amazed to find 
in existence “a large quarto sheet, carefully printed, liberally 
employed by advertisers, and purporting to have reached its 
forty-second volume," and is forced to conclude that it “ must 
reflect the wants, habits, sentiments and opinions of a large, 
perhaps a dominant class in the community.”

Both in respect to the Banner and in respect to its repre­
sentative character, the Sun is as nearly right as it can easily 

It is entirely correct when jt describes the Banner as “a 
representative newspaper.” And recognising it as such, and 
as the mouthpiece of a large, if not dominant element in the 
community, it proceeds to ” evolve a comprehensive notion of 
oar intellectual and social status.” It feels confident that “no 
people ever lived in such intimatee relations with the spirit- 
world as the constituency of this newspaper ”—meaning the 
Banner. It says, “It is obvious that in the rr.'-tt important 
as well as trivial concerns of mundane life, they rely implic­
itly on supernatural guidance.” And it adds that, “at a 
momentous crisis in American history, it is an impressive 
fact that counsel is sought not from living men, but from the 
more unerring insight of a departed statesman."

.When the Sun reaches the Banner's “ Message Depart­
ment,” it does not seem to know what to say. “A whole side 
of the paper,” remarks the Sun, “is devoted to a Report of 
Messages, either in the form of question and answer, or of 
spontaneous effusions from earnest and sympathetic spirits.” 
And it goes on to describe some of these Messages, wonder­
ing and exclaiming as it goes. As this is the Sun's first 
introduction to the spirit-land, it naturally gives way to a great 
deal of surprise, which it makes no attempt to conceal. It 
confesses that, like the antiquary of the far future, who may 
be rummaging among the evidences of human existence that 
lie imbedded in our era, it “is struck with the categorial nature 
of the prqof furnished touching the reality of a future life.”

Excellent, Mr. Sun ! what more or better would you have? 
While you spend your breath deprecating the spread and 
deepening growth of pure and unadulterated materialism, 
can you not find so much as a whisper’s strength to express 
your joy that this “categorial nature of the proof furnished 
touching the reality of a future life” by Spiritualism is doing 
what ecclesiastical power has to confess itself inadequate to 
deal with ? What other agency would you have, Mr. Sun, 
for reconciling science ulth religion than just that which 
Spiritualism freely and effectually furnishes to-day? They 
who care more for real religion than they do a for the piwer 
that presumes to patronize it, will rejoice a*t the fact that 
Spiritualism is vindicating and restoring it, while the oppo­
nents of Spiritualism literally know not what they do.

When the Son gets along to the Banner of Light Book­
store and runs its keen eye up and down its welljfilled shelves, 
it appears to be just as much startled at what it sees as It was 
at the perusal of the Message Department. In fact, it does 
aot know what to say or do about it alL First it feels called 
open to remark that all the communications from the invisible 
world are aoA made directly by departed spirits, but through 
the inspiration of living persons—in short of medium'.. That 
secam to be a great discovery far the Sea, whereat it k a 
fact that everybody else was long since familiar with. “Many 
ef the hanks,” it is forced to admit, “suppose a singular range 
of learning, aad aa unprecedented insight into the mysteries 
ef exit meet-"

Aad then it selects from the Baaaer’s list of books, with 
whose contents Spiritualists are universally familiar. We 
rsaaot bet aAaire the sagacity of the telvctioss, though we

have no great respect for the bUndneee of the brief running 
commentary. The San finally loses itself in wonder over 
what must be the conception of the distant student and inves 
tigator over the Society whose “creed and opinions he should 
collect from the evidence here offered." It actually fears 
for the result. But at this point let us assure the Sun, its 
omniscience is defective. It cannot see so far idto the future 
as it thinks it can. Suppose it should have the grace to 
leave the distant future to itself, and try and become a little 
familiar with some things of the present of which it confesses 
it knows nothing. ,

a  cc.ramunkattun rvs.l at the laat nwattns ot the Psychological Society of tire , 
britsio.

PSYCHIC PHENOMENA. 
b Y  T H O M A S B E L L .

Last week allusion was made in these columos to clairvoy. 
ance and the evidence in support of its reality. At the last 
meeting, on the loth ot Nowmber, 1874, I had, at a few hours 
notice, to {sit London. Shortly before starting from New 
castle, I received a telegram from M iddlesborough to the 
effect that a vessel belonging to me was wrecked that morn 
ing near a place in the neighborhood I had never beard ot 
before, and that the captain was very much injured. This 

1 was all the information I possessed of the accident Within 
twenty-four hours of receiving it 1 called on a well-known 
professional medium. She was a stranger to ir.c, and I 
believe I was unkaown to her. No other person was present. 
After conversing a short time she appeared to become 
entranced; her eyelids remained fully open, but only the 
whites of the eyeballs were visible, the pupils being tnrnetl 
away. After reciting with considerable detail and accuracy, 
though not without some error, many events of my life extend 
ing over a period of thirty years, down to the day of our 
interview, and including the particular business on which I 
went to London, ah; described the loss of my vessel in the 
following terms, which 1 wrote down the same day, with the 
view of testing their accuracy: “She said that a vessel 
belonging to me was wrecked, but not lost. She had run on 
shore— not on the sands nor on rocks, but on a bank c f  

1 something like stones, but not stones. The ship had a big 
hole in her bottom, and the mast, steering wheel, boat anil 
rudder were washed away. The captain was very muchdiurt. 
One man w ls drowned. The vessel was now out of harm's 
way, being on shore, but she would take a deal of fettling up, 
as she was much damaged. I bad insured her, she said, a 
abort time ago, but not nearly for her full value, and I would 
sustain a great loss. The'vessel was not loaded with 'seals 
nor with cases, but she thought there were some bags. She 
sailed between Shields and a distant place.”

With the exception of asking if she knew anything o( one 
of my vesaeli, and what the waa loaded with, 1 studiously 
avoided putting any queationa that might lead torthe answers 
On my return to the North I bad the vessel surveyed, and 
the lollowing is a verbatim  extract from the surveyor’s report 
dated 1 7th December, 1874:

“ I have today been to Middlesborough, and surveyed the 
Hebe, I found her sunk about three feet into the aiartbatik. 
with considerable damage. Her keel bilges, floors, sal keel­
son, I think, arc broken, starboard, sides and deck are risen 
up nine inches, huts ail started, rails and bulwarks partly 
gone, foresail, mainsail gaff, and rudder gone, wheel anil 
spindle broken, fore and afters and hatchers gone. I estimate 
If she is got off and repaired uader Lloyd’s surveyor she will 
coet from /900 to £  1000.”

The vessel was on her passage, in tow of a tag boat, from 
Middle borough to the Tyne, laden with ironstone, and when 
off Hartlepool was overtaken by severe weather, and had to 

1 run back to the Tees, but was driven on shore at its mouth 
by the force o the storm on a deposit of blast furnace slag. 
I had insured her shortly before for ,£l zoo, but I nevertheless 
sustained a loss of several hundred pounds by the disaster 
No sailor was drowned, but the captain waa seriously Injured

In coodusior, I call attention to those points, of the recital 
of which 1 was totally ignorant at the time of my Interview 
with the medium, viz.: 1. Of the nature of the shore on which 
the wreck occurred | a. Of the estenl of damage to the hull 
and fittings on board , 3. Of the vessel being out of harm's 
way; aad 4. Of the loss that I would sustain by the mishap.
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PRAYER.
BY BUDDHA.

‘•He prayeih beat who loveth beat 
All thinga both great and small."

“ Laborart cst orart."
Twenty year* ago my last formal player was offered to the 

Highest. I can never forget the night, a clear, beautiful star- 
‘  light night, such as only can be seen in the mountain regions 
of tfee Pacific slope. Two of us had retired to a secluded spot 
in the open air, and my companion led in the devotional ex 
exercises, and I followed. With my face upturned towards 
the unobstructed view of the shining orbs above, my eyes, as 
I prayed, wandered athwart the starry vault, till my thoughts 
wonderingly wandered speculatively into the immeasurable 
depth of infinite space, filled with countless worlds and sys­
tems of worlds all moving with the utmost regularity and pre­
cision, and as 1 prayed, and gaied, and thought, the over­
whelming immensity and sublime grandeur of the scene, 
together with my own infinite insignificance, so grew upon 
me, that my puny effort to'move the hand that moved these 
worlds, seemed little short of blasphemy, and 1 abruptly 
slopped in the middle of a prayer which I have never been 
able to finish since. I concluded that I could trust that mani­
fested Power, the Over-ruler of all things, to furnish every­
thing needed for all my wants, that I would from that time be 
contented to answer my own prayers, and leave lnfiuite 
Wisdom to supplement my failing efforts.

But if 1 discarded formal prayer, I yet retain a belief in 
the efficacy of prayer, in that prayer which is 

“ The soul’s sincere desire 
" Uttered.or unexpressed.”

Not that the Ruler of the Universe is influenced in the sligh- 
est degree by any prayer, but that it is itself the means of 
accomplishing its own ends. Watch the roots of a tree as 
they penetrate the soil and find their way to water and other 
requirements, how a plant will find its way through an open­
ing in the wall answering its own prayer for sunlight, so our 
desires and wants impel us toward their fulfilment. In this 
sense all nature prays ; and is the secret of evolution. The 
gem is only a condensed prayer, in which are secreted the 
capacities and powers of the future being, and its growth 
and development are only so many answers to prayer.

But the mechanical effort to utilise our surroundings to 
satisfy our immediate wants is not all of prayer, it has a po­
tency beyond our immediate surroundings, and a heart in ac 
cord with our own, will sympathise with us though seas and 
oceans, part and prison walls debar.

“More things are wrought by prayer 
Than the world dreams of.”

What suggested the dream to the old man Yount when the 
Dooner family, in the early days of California, were snowed 
in and starving in the Sierra Nevada, and profnpted him to go 
to their rescue ? What replenished the Bank of Faith of 
Hnntington and Muller? Are they only coincidences which 
so frequently transpire when obedience to a presentiment, re­
lieves the distressed or prevents a catastrophy ?

1 know all prayers are not answered, immediately, and we 
are sometimes mistaken in seeking for certain things which 
we Imagine will satisfy the longinp and promptings of the 
sonL Drunkenness is an erratic effort to answer prayer and 
every drunk.rd is an unanswered prayer; the debauchee, 
the libertine, the victims of every vice and disorder are un­
answered prayer, prayers, unsatisfied longing, of a soul de. 
ptlved o f  Its proper aliment, of proper means by which it 
may ascend to the completion of all the possibilities of 
devclopcment.

None of these victims of ignorance, these so called “vo­
taries of pleasure ” are happy in seeking satisfaction for 
thonrmsl desires, which obscure the soul and obstruct the 
growth of a spirit wronged and starved ; and Incessant dis­
satisfaction is theits, till the false is cast aside and the true 
attafoad. Thus, though temperance societies, Magdalene 
associations, societies of aH kinds which have for their object 
the paeelioration of suffering humanity.cannever be too highly 
comsennded, yet they can only do halt their work If they 
stop.fte career of vice which v u  only the superficial cause 
of their Misery. That which prompted them to -look upon

1 the wine when it was red whes it grieth it* color in the cup,” 
to revel in pleasures which onfy end in misery and death, was 
in its incipiency a legitimate longing to satisfy a want of their 
inner nature, which their ignorance or surroundings could not 
satisfy. So it is not enough to stop a career of vice, the 
work of icformation can never be completed till the skilled 
adviser can strike deep through fancied waits and reach the 
original desire of the spirit and assist it understradingly to 
help itself.

The world is long in learning its best and widest lessons, 
clurity; charity, the impulse of a loving heart, the touch of a 
ht'rpH’g hand, the s>mpathr tic look of a brother or sister on 
the millions of the wounded and robbed travelers between the 
Jerusalems and Jerichos of this world, would go more than
half way towards answering the world's prayers, and assi»Ĵ  
the spirit to know what it prays for. ^  '

“ Words without thoughts never to beaver, go." but thoughts 
without words, prayer ascending from the spiritual wants of 
man will all ultimately be answered. Nothing can be lost, 
every germ, every seal, must have its every possibility real­
ized, its every desire fulfilled. Vocalized prayer, if it be the 
vehicle of the desire of the spirit, is a ti ue prayer, whether 
addressed to Jehovah or Jesus, to brahma or Buddha, in the 
mocque or synagogue, in the clrset or on the comers of the 
street. It is more important to know what to pray for, than 
whom to pray to, for pra>ers issued from the depths of the 
soul, go forth on the waves of ths etherial element which 
bind us all together, and are carried along till the heart is 
touched, which is in harmony with prayer and becomes the 
medium of its fulfilment.

“ There are more things in Heaven and Earth than we 
Can dream of, or that Nature understands ;

We learn not through our poor philosophy
What hidden chords are touched by unseen hands.

The present hour repeats upon its strings 
Echoes of some vague dream we have forgot;

Dim voices whisper half remembered things.
And when we pause to listen—answer not.

Forebodings cotr.e ' we know not how, or whence, 
Shadowing a namcle .s fear upon the soul,

And stirs .within our hearts a subtler sense 
Than light may read or wisdom may control.

And who can tel) what secret links of thought 
Bind heart to heart ? unspoken things are heard.

As if within our deepest selves was brought 
The soul, perhaps, of some unuttered word.

But, though a veil of shadow hangs between
That hidden life and what we see or hear, %

Let us revere the power of the Unseen,
And know a world of mystery is near.”

TO LECTURERS.
Lecturers and speakers on Spiritualism and Spiritual 

mediums should read carefully our Important Proposition' 
on page 215. They have abundant opportunities for obtain­
ing subscribers to journals devoted to the cause. Ministers 
in ti e various denominations are given commissions for their 
influence in extending the circulation of journals devoted to 
their interests, and they do not hesitate to speak from the 
pulpit for the purpose of advocating the necessity of sup­
porting these papers. Should not lecturers on Spiritualism 
do the same, especially when we have only four or five 
Spiritual journals in the whole United States? We do not 
ask this service of them g r*4is but propose to give them a 
premium on what new suberibers they obtain in this manner. 
We are convinced that Spiritualists will give us their endorse­
ment in this respect. Who wiH be the first to labor ? Any 
lecturer or medium who desires a paper for his or her own 
use can have it on special terms, by addressing the Pub­
lishers.

It is time that the public apprehended the great fact of pri­
vate investigation and private mediumship. Much as wt owe 
to our professional mediums, they are numerically but cue in 
one thousand. The great strength of the movement*is in its 
quiet dereiopement, and In the significant circumstance that 
scattered up and dawn the kingdom there are scores of pri­
vate mediums in every rank of life, from 
humblest household. — L tmA*m MnUmm.
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A STUDY OF THE BANNER.
Th« New York Sun, having recently found time from its 1 

Other multifatious occupations to look around and discover if 1 
there were any leaks in its omniscience, has most unexpectedly 
found that the mysteries of the unseen world were something 
to which it had never given its attention, and expresses 
wonder that such things should have existed so long without , 
its knowing all about them. Perhaps it does not make its 
ludicrous confession in so many words, but that is the exact 
purport of it, in spite of its brave attempts to hide the fact 
behind its loud self-assertion. In coni ection with what it is 
pleased to call the “ mysterious world,” it devotes a long and 
labored article to the Banner of Light, and its well-known and 
long endorsed characteristics. It is actually amazed to find 1 
in existence “a large quarto sheet, carefully printed, liberally 
employed by advertisers, and purporting to have reached its 
forty-second volume,” and is forced to conclude that it “ must 
reflect the wants, habits, sentiments and opinions of a large, 
perhaps a dominant class in the community."

Both in respect to the Banner and in respect to its repre­
sentative character, the Sun is as nearly right as it can easily 
get It is entirely correct whenjt describes the Banner as “a 
representative newspaper.” And recognizing It as such, and 
as the mouthpiece of a large, if not dominant element in the 
community, it proceeds to ‘‘ evolve a comprehensive notion of 
our intellectual and social status.” It feels confident that “no 
people ever lived in such intimatee relations with the spirit- 
world as the constituency of this newspaper ”—meaning the 
Banner. It says, “ It is obvious that in the most important 
as well as trivial concerns of mundane life, they rely implic­
itly on supernatural guidance.” And it adds that, “at a 
momentous crisis in American history, it is an impressive 
fact that counsel is sought not from living men, but from the 
more unerring insight of a departed statesman.”

.When the Sun reaches the Banner's “ Message Depart­
ment,” it does not seem to know what to say. “A whole side 
of the paper,” remarks the Sun, “is devoted to a Report of 
Messages, either in the form of qoestion and answer, or of ! 
spontaneous effusions from earnest and sympathetic spirits.” 1 
And it goes on to describe some of these Messages, wonder­
ing and exclaiming as it goes. As this is the Sun’s first j 
introduction to the spirit-land, it naturally gives way to a great 
deal of surprise, which it makes no attempt to conceal. It 
confesses that, like the antiquary of the far future, who may 
be rummaging among the evidences of human existence that 
lie imbedded in our era, it “is struck with the categorial nature 
of the prpof furnished touching the reality of a future life.”

Excellent, Mr. Sun ! what more or better would you have? 
While you spend your breath deprecating the spread and 
deepening growth of pure and unadulterated materialism, 
can you not find so much as a whisper's strength to express 
your joy that this “categorial nature of the proof furnished 
touching the reality of a future life" by Spiritualism is doing 
what ecclesiastical power has to confess itself inadequate to 
deal with ? What other agency would you have, Mr. Sun, 
for reconciling science uith religion than just that which 
Spiritualism freely and effectually furnishes to-day? They 
who care more for real religion than they do s for the pawer 
that presumes to patronize it, will rejoice at the fact that 
Spiritualism is vindicating and restoring it, while the oppo­
nents of Spiritualism literally know not what they do.

When the Sun gets along to the Banner of Light Book 
store and runs its keen eye up and down its welIJSIIed shelves, 
it appears to be just as much startled at what it sees as it was 
at the perusal of the Message Department. In fact, it does ' 
not know what to say or do about it alL First it feels called ! 
upaa to rrasnrk that all the communications from the invisible 
world are not made directly by departed spirits, but through 
the inspiration of living persons—in short of medium',. That 
seems to ha a great discovery far the Sea, whereat it is a 
fact that everybody else was lung aince familiar with. “Many 
af the basks,” it is forced to admit, “suppose a singular range 
of learning, and aa unprecedented insight into the mysteries 
of ealslsacr.”

Aad then it adeem from the Baaaer’s list of buokt, with 
whose contents Spiritualism are universally familiar. We 
cannot bat admire the sagacity of the selections, though we

have no great respect for the btlndnees of the brief running 
commentary. The Sun finally loses itself in wonder over 
what mutt be the conception of the distant student and inves­
tigator over the Society whose “creed and opinions he should 
collect from the evidence here offered." It actually fears 
for the result. But at this point let us assure the Sun, its 
omniscience is defective. It cannot see so far into the future 
as it thinks it can. Suppose it should have the grace to 
leave the distant future to itself, and try and become a little 
familiar with some things of the present of which it confesses 
it knows nothing.

A communicalMMi read st  the U u  m etin g  of the Pejehologtcsl Society ot Urea 
Britain.

PSYCHIC PHENOMENA.
B Y  T H O M A S B E L L .

Last week allusion was made in these columns to clairvoy. 
ance and the evidence in support of its reality. At the last 
meeting, on the loth of November, 1874, 1 had, at a few hours 
notice, to tisit London, Shortly before starting from New 
castle, I received a telegram from Middlcaborough to the 
effect that a vessel belonging to me was wrecked that morn 
ing near a place in the neighborhood I had never beard 01 
before, and that the captain was very much injured. This 
was all the information I possessed of the accident Within 
twenty-four hours of receiving it I called on a well-known 
professional medium. She was a stranger to ir.e, and I 
believe I was unknown to her. No other person was present. 
After conversing a short time she appeared to become 
entranced ; her eyelids remained fully open, but only the 
whites of the eyeballs were visible, the pupils beiag tnrned 
away. After reciting with considerable detail and accuracy, 
though not without some error, many events of my life extend 
ing over a period of thirty years, down to the day of our 
interview, and including the particular business on which I 
went to Ixrndon, sh( described the loss of my vessel in the 
following terms, which 1 wrote down the same day, with the 
view of testing their accuracy: “She said that a vessel 
belonging to me was wrecked, but not lost. Sbe had run on 
shore—not on the sands nor on roclu, but on a bank cf 
something like stones, but not stones. Tbe ship had a big 
hole in ber bottom, and the mast, steering wheel, boat and 
rudder were washed away. The captain was very much-hurt 
One man wls drowned. .The vessel was now out of barm's 
way, being on shore, but she would take a deal of fettling up, 
as she was much damaged. I had insured her, she said, a 
abort time ago, but not nearly for her full value, and 1 would 
suitsin a great loss. The'vessel was not loaded with' soaU 
nor with cases, but sbe thsught there were some bags. She 
sailed between Shields and a distant place.”

With the exception of asking if sbe knew anything of one 
of my vessels, and what mbe was loaded with, 1 studiously 
avoided putting any questions that might lead to the answers. 
On my return to the North I had tbe vessel surveyed, and 
the following it a verbatim  extract from tbe surveyor's report 
(land 17th December, 1874:

“1 have today been to Middlesborougb, and surveyed the 
Hebe, 1 found her sunk about three feet iulo the alambank. 
with considerable damage. Her keel bilges, Aoora, and keel 
son, 1 think, are broken, starboard, sides and deck are risen 
up nine inches, huts all started, rails and bulwarks partly 
gone, foresail, mainsail raff, and rudder gone, wheel and 
spindle broken, fore and afters and hatchers gone. I estimate 
if she is got off and repaired under Lloyd's surveyor tbs will 
cost from ,£900 to £1000.“

The vessel was on her passage, in tow of a tog boat, from 
M iddleborough to the Tyne, laden with Ironstone, and when 
off Hartlepool was overtaken by severe weather, and had to 
run back to the Tees, but was driven on shore at its mouth 
by the force o the storm on a deposit of blast furnace slag. 
I had insured her shortly before for /1200, but I nevertheless 
sustained a lots of several hundred pounds by the disaster 
No tailor was drowned, but the captain was seriously Injured

In conclusion, I call attention to those points, of the recital 
of which I was totally ignorant at the time of my interview 
with the medium, viz.: 1. Of the nature of the shore on which 
the wreck occurred ; a. Of the extant of damage to the bull 
and fittings on board , 3. Of the vessel being out of harm's 
way; and 4. Of the lows that I would sustain by the mishap.



PRAYER.
BY BUDDHA.

“ He prayeth best who loveth best 
All things both great and small."

“ Labor a rt est or are."
Twenty years ago my last formal player was offered to the 
;hcst. I can never forget the night, a clear, beautiful star- 

ligkt night, such as only can be s^n in the mountain regions 
of tfce Pacific slope. Two of us had retired to a secluded spot 
in the open air, and my companion led in the devotional ex 
exercises, and I followed. With my face upturned towards 
the unobstructed view of the shining orbs above, my eyes, as 
I prayed, wandered athwart the starry vault, till my thoughts 
wonderingly wandered speculatively into the immeasurable 
depth of infinite space, filled with countless worlds and sys­
tems of worlds all moving with the utmost regularity and pre­
cision, and as I prayed, and gated, and thought, the over­
whelming immensity and sublime grandeur of the scene, 
together with my own infinite insignificance, so grew upon 
me, that my puny effort to move the hand that moved these 
worlds, seemed little short of blasphemy, and I abruptly 
stopped in the middle of a prayer which I Jiave never been 
able to finish since. I concluded that I could trust that mani­
fested Power, the Over-ruler of all things, to furnish every­
thing needed for all my wants, that I would from that time be 
contented to answer my own prayers, and leave Infinite 
Wisdom to supplement my failing efforts.

But if I discarded formal prayer, I yet retain a belief in 
the efficacy of prayer, in that prayer which is 

•* The soul’s sincere desire 
* Uttered.or unexpressed."

Not that the Ruler of the Universe is influenced in the sligh- 
est degree by any prayer, but that it is itself the means of 
accomplishing its own ends. Watch the roots of a tree as 
they penetrate the soil and find their way to water and other 
requirements, how a plant will find its way through an open­
ing in the wall answering its own prayer for sunlight, so our 
desires and wants impel us toward their fulfilment. In this 
sense all nature prays ; and is the secret of evolution. The 
gem is only a condensed prayer, in which are secreted the 
capacities and powers of the future being, and its growth 
and development are only so many answers to prayer.

But the mechanical effort to utilize our surroundings to 
satisfy our immediate wants is not all of prayer, it has a po­
tency beyond our immediate surroundings, and a heart in ac 
cord with our own, will sympathize with us though seas and 
oceans, part and prison walls debar.

“More things are wrought by prayer 
Than the world dreams of.”

What suggested the dream to the old man Yount when the 
Dormer family, in the early days of California, were snowed 
in and starving in the Sierra Nevada, and protnpted him to go 
to their rescue ? What replenished the Bank of Faith of 
Huntington and Muller? Are they only coincidences which 
so frequently transpire when obedience to a presentiment, re­
lieves the distressed or prevents a catastrophy ?

I know all prayers are not answered, immediately, and we 
are sometimes mistaken in seeking for certain things which 
we Imagine will satisfy the longings and promptings of the 
soul. Drunkenness is an erratic effort to answer prayer and 
every drunk.rd is an unanswered prayer; the debauchee, 
the libertine, the victims of every vice and disorder are un­
answered prayer, prayers, unsatisfied longing, of a soul de. 
pt lvod of its proper aliment, of proper meant by which it 
may ascend to the completion of all the possibilities of 
developcment.

None of these victims of ignorance, these so called “vo­
taries of pleasure ” are happy ia seeking satisfaction for 
abnormal desires, which obscure the soul and obstruct the 
growth of a spirit wronged and starved ; and incessant dis­
satisfaction is theirs, till the false is cast aside and the true 
attained. Thus, though temperance societies, Msgdalene 
associations, societies of all kinds which have for their object 
the psesllarstion of suffering humanity,can never be too high ly 
commended, yet they can only do half their work If they 
stop lhe career of vice which was only the superficial cause 
of their misery. That which prompted them to “look upon

the wine when it was red when it giveth its color ia the cup," 
to revel in pleasures which only end in misery and death, was 

1 in its incipiency a legitimate longing to satisfy a want of their 
inner nature, which their ignorance or surroundings could not 
satisfy. So it is not enough to stop a career of vice, the 
work of teformation can never be completed till the skilled 
adviser can strike deep through fancied warts and reach the 
original desire of the spirit and assist it understradingly to 
help itself.

The world is long in teaming its best and widest lessons, 
clurity; charity, the impulse of a loving heart, the touch of a 
hSjsirg hand, the sympathetic look of a brother or sister on 
the millions of the wounded and robbed travelers between the 
Jerusalems and Jerichos of this world, would go more than 
half way towards answering the world's prayers, and assiŷ  
the spirit to know what it prays for. '

“ Words wiihout thoughts never to beaver, go," but thoughts 
without words, prayer ascending from the spiritual wants of 
man will all ultimately be answered. Nothing can be lost, 
every germ, every seal, must have it: every possibility real­
ized, its every desire fulfilled. Vocalized prayer, if it be the 
vehicle of the desire of the spirit, is a ti ue prayer, whether 
addressed to Jehovah or Jesus, to Brahma or Buddha, in the 
mo'que or synagogue, in the clrset or on the comers of the 
street. It is more important to know what to pray for, than 
whom to pray to, for prayers issued from the depths of the 
soul, go forth on the waves of ths etherial element which 
bind us all together, and are carried along till the heart is 
touched, which is ia harmony with prayer and becomes the 
medium of its fulfilment

“ There are more things in Heaven and Earth than we 
Can dream of, or that Nature understands;

We learn not through our poor philosophy
What hidden chords are touched by unseen hands.

The present hour repeats upon its strings
Echoes of some vague dream we have forgot;

Dim voices whisper half remembered things.
And when we pause to listen—answer not

Forebodings come ’ we know not how, or whence. 
Shadowing a namele .s fear upon the soul,

And stirs.within our hearts a subtler sense 
Than light may read or wisdom may control.

And who can tell what secret links of thought 
Bind heart to heart ? unspoken things are heard.

As if within our deepest selves was brought 
The soul, perhaps, of some unuttered word.

But, though a veil of shadow hangs between
That hidden life and what we see or hear, %

Let us revere the power of the Unseen,
And know a world of mystery is near."

TO LECTURERS.
L e c t u r e r s  and speakers on Spiritualism and Spiritual 

mediums should read carefully our Important Proposition' 
on page 215. They have abundant opportunities for obtain­
ing subscribers to journals devoted to the cause. Ministers 
in ti e various denominations are given commissions (or their 
influence in extending the circulatioa of journals devoted to 
their interests, and they do not hesitate to speak from the 
pulpit for the purpose of advocating the necessity of sup­
porting these papers. Should not lecturers on Spiritualism 
do the same, especially when we have only four or five 
Spiritual journals in the whole United States? We do not 
ask this service of them gratis but propose to give them a 
premium on what new saberibers they obtain ia this manner. 
We arc convinced that Spiritualists will give us their endorse- 
ment in this respect. Who will be the first to labor ? Aay 
lecturer or medium who desires a paper for his or her own 
use can have it on special terms, by addressing the Pub­
lishers.

It 1$ time that the public apprehended the great fact of pri­
vate investigation and private mediumship. Mack as we owe 
to our professional mediums, they are numerically but one in 
000 thousand. The great strength of the movement'is in its 
quiet derefopemeut, and la the significant circumstance that 
scattered up and down the kingdom there are scores of pri­
vate mediums In every rank of life, from royalty down to the 
humblest household — Lomdom MetUmm.
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valuable ; as of one our correspondents says : “  The 
Scientist is a perfect storeheuse for information.”

ONSET BAY GROVE ASSOCIATION.
By far the most important enterprise that has lately been 

undertaken in this section for the advancement of Spiritualism 
is the organization of a company, chartered by the laws of 
Massachusetts, for the purpose of founding a summer resort, 
and holding annual camp-meetings. It is known as the Onset 
Bay Grove Association, taking its name from the land pur­
chased that is surrounded by Onset Bsy, a part of the heed 
of Buiiard's Bay. One hundred and twenty five acres have 
been purchased and are now surveyed, reserve groves, streets 
and avenues laid out, plans drawn, and work commenced on 
the cutting of streets, building roads, etc. It is admirably 
situated, surrounded on three sides by water, where are high 
bluffs thickly covered with hard- wood trees, etc.

rh . annual meeting was held Jan to, at John A. Andrew 
Hall. The following address of the president gives the 
history of the enterprise :
Friends and Stockholders of the Onset Bay Grove Associ-

R EM EM BF.R .

'The Spiritual Scientist will be sent to any address in 
the United States, postage paid, n v t  m o n t h s  for o n e  

jdoixar . Read our Prospectus for 1877, on page 230.

AN A CKN O W LED G M EN T.

Daniel D. Home, the eminent medium, writing to the 
Spiritual Magazine of London says :

May I recommend to your readers the Boston Spiritual 
Scientist. I have never seen the editor; bnt the publication, 
from its honest advocacy of truth, merits support, and 1 can 
only think of E. Gerry Brown, the editor, as being a scholar 
and a gentleman. The address is Spiritual Scientist, 18 
Exchange Street, Boston, Msss., U .  S. D . D . H.

This is certainly very kind of Mr. Home and we hope 
tk s t  we merit his unequivocal endorsement. Some of 
tbe best friends of the Spiritual Scientist are true and 
genuine mediums, who can detect the motive which act­
uates i t  They know that it labors disinterestedly for 
the good of the cause, and if it ever errs, it is from the 
head, not the heart. We have in mind several earnest 
Spiritualists who have said and written, “  We like Mr. 
Brown ; but not the Scientist.”  In this case, however, 
an impartial medium, and one who could sense insincerity 
in our journal if it was there, disinterestedly says that 
the Spiritual Scientist merits support from its honest 
a d v o ev y  of the truth." We warmly appreciate this com­
pliment, and value it beyond any material estimate.

Our thanks are also due to Dr. George Sexton, editor 
o f  the London Spiritual Magazine, the oldest and among1 
the beat of the English spiritual periodicals, for giving 
place in hi* widely circulated magazine to Mr. Home’s 
opinion of tbe Scientist.

FO R  PU BLIC A T IO N .
Philosophical Mysteries ; by A. T. D. Mediumship; 

by Lex et Lux. Spiritus Mundi, its operations in Nature; 
by Emma Hardinge Britten. L if? and Sp irit; by Geo. 
Wentz. Changes (Poetry) by Emma Tuttle. The 
-Doctrine of Immortality ; by Buddha. Beautiful 
T h oughts from Ancient and Modern writers; by A. V. 
X>. Mesmerism ; by L iu  Barney Sayles.

T H IS  N U M BER.
*Ihe contributions of Buddha, George WenU, Bronson 

Murray, A. V. D , are bright and interesting ; we com- 
uaeod their thoughts to the attention of our readers. 
Many of our selections are short, but this is necessiuted 
by n deaim on our pert to give the main fects of many 
e u u tiM U, father than full particulars of some two or 
Arne. Wo endeavor to present all that Is important and

As temporary President of the Board of Directors, a few 
words of explanation in regard to the origin, progress and 
present condition of the Association may be due from me. 
For some two or three years past, the remark lias occasionally 
been dropped, by various individuals, that “the Spiritualists 
ough' to have a camp ground and summerTesort of their own, 
where cottages might be erected and facilities provided for 
amusement, recreation and instruction.” Acting from these 
hints, as well as from a general desire to help inaugurate such 
a movement, Dr. H. B. Storer and myself, one year ago last 
summer, made several trips to the shores of Buzzard’s Bay, 
in search of suitable land and water combined, and finally 
discovered near Cohasset Narrows, a place that we ourselves, 
and other friends who were invited to examine it, thought 
would answer the purpose.

Our next step was to interest a sufficient number of the 
friends to furnish the necessary funds to purchase the ground. 
Not being successful in this direction, the matter was dropped 
until last summer at the Lake Pleasant Camp Meeting, where 
the subject was brought to the notice of several friends. It 
was finally decided to bring the matter before a business 
meeting of the Association, and there the subject was dis 
cussed, resulting in the appointment of a Committee, consist­
ing of Dr. Storer, E. Gerry Brown and myself, who were 
authorized to look up a suitable place for camp ground, 
ascertain the cost of the same, and report at the annual meet­
ing ia April. Anticipating what would be needed should a 
place be found, and in order to have a financial1 t ŝis to start 
an enterprise of the kind, 1 immediately drew up a paper, by 
which the snbscribers were pledged to pay the sum set oppo­
site their names, towards the purchase of any place that might 
be found which should be satisfactory to a majority of the 
subscribers. This paper was quietly circulated during the 
last days of the camiwneeting, and obtained some twenty 
names at the time, and immediately after the close of the 
meeting.

(This, however, was the work of ind'viduals, not as a com­
mittee of the Association, who had aot instructed or authorized 
the circulation of this paper, and was in no way responsible 
for the same.

Later in the season this committee, together with several 
friends from Spriagficki, while in search of a sutiable place 
for our purpose, found a lot of land nearly surrounded by 
watqr, lying upon the shores, and at the head of Buzxards 
Bax in the town of Vardiam Mass., which we all thought ex- 
cellently well adapted lor a summer resort and Camp Ground. 
After inviting several others to the place, and obtaining the 
pr.ee of the land—all who had seen it without exception— 
thought, at tbe figures asked, we had better secure the land 
at once, before the opportunity was lost, and Must to the un­
usual advantages connected with the place, to induce tbe 
friends through the State to take hold of this enterprise and 
make it a success.

Through correspondence with the original subscribers to 
the paper it was found that with the exception of one or two, 
mil were ready to cooperate with us and favored the forming 
of a company, and purchasing (he land, without wailing for 
any report 01 the committee at the April meeting. Accord­
ingly, ft was decided to call a meeting of all subscribers and 
other* interested for the purpose of organising a stock com­
pany, to purchase, improve and coatroll this property.

This meetiuc was held in Boston, Ncv. 9th, 1876 and after 
all previous action had been explained, subscription books 
were opened, and twenly-foor shares were taken on the spot, 
mostly by the parties whose names were on the original sub­
scription paper. We then proceeded w organise the company
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by the adoption of a constitution and election of a temporary 
Board of directors, who were authorized by the meeting to 
proceed at once, accertain the exact cost of the land, pur­
chase, and secure a deed of the same, also, as soon as they 
had accertained the amount necessary to purchase the pro­
perty, to assess the shares for the required amount, This 
they have done, and the present meeting is to complete the 
organization of the Association.

This in brief is the history of this movement up to the 
present time, and I herewith submit a statement of the 
financial condition of the Association for your careful inspec­
tion.

Constution and By-Laws were now adopted. Several addi­
tional shares were taken. The capital stock was fixed at 
pio.ooo divided into shares at >100 each. The following 
were elected officers for the ensuing year ; H. S. Williams, of 
Boston, president, George Hosmer, vice-president, W. W. 
Currier, of Haverhill, treasurer, and H. B. Storer, secretary. 
Directors, J. H. Smith, Springfield; H. H. Brigham, Fitch­
burg; Benj. F. Gibbs, Warrham; Wm. Nye, New Bedford; 
E. Gerry Brown, Boston. 1 he Company is authorized to j 
hold real estate to the amount of >50,000. The officers con 
stitute the Board of management. The lots are to be 1 
appraised, and will soon be offered for sale.

that the lever had been depressed, without, however, ringing 
the bell. Afterwards was distinctly heard a sound exactly as 
if the lever were being deliberately and rather forcibly 
depressed. Examination of the box on opening it showed 
that one of the wires had been detached or broken front the 
binding-screw on the pare board of the relay, and also pushed 
or pulled into the box five or six inches. (It appeared to a 
member of the committee that it was possible to move the 
lever from the outside by means of the loose and rather stiff 
detached wire.)

ST. PETEK'S VISIT TO ROME.
The correspondent of the London Daily News in Rome 

telegraphs that an important archaeological discovery has just 
been made in the Ostrian Catacombs, two miles' along the 
Via Nomentana, Signor Kossi had already established the 
spot as that where the Apostle Peter was wont to baptize, and 
where he first sat in the crypt of the subteri a lean chapel 
Signor Armellini has succeeded in deciphering an inscription 
in which occurs the name of St. Peter, and which would seem 
to place beyond doubt the previous conclusions as to the 
Apostle's connection with the Ostrian Catacombs.

A BOLD MATERIALIZATION.
A member of the telegraphic engineers of London, Eng., 

reports manifestations through a medium in his family. A 
spirit, who seems to have obtained great power on the material 
plane, presents himself in a materialized form, offers himself 
for their inspection, and sustains his part of the conversations. 
He calls himrelf “ Ernest," has a countenance of an oriental 
type, black hair, moustache and beard—in every way dissimi­
lar from the medium or other member of the circle. He 
brings his own light—of an emerald tint—flat on the upper 
surface and placed, as is usual, upon a cushion of what appears 
io be fine muslin. Not Only the color of the eyes and play of 
the features, but even the texture of the skin is said to be 
distinctly perceived by those present when he makes his ap­
pearance. The gentleman reporting these manifestations is 
so prominent in his profession, and has had so much expert 
ence with tricky mediums, that it seems probable he would 
be perfectly satisfied of the genuineness of the phenomena, as 
he declares himself to be, before placing his account before
the world. ________ _______

VENTILATION FOR SEANCE ROOMS.
The experimental research committee of the British 

National Association of Spiritualists has been directing its 
attention to the sanitary conditions of the dark seance room, 
and the result is an improvement that is said to be readily 
appreciated by mediums and sitters. Ventilating shutters, 
admitting no light, have been devised, and Iron a vessel in 
which the gas is condensed a stream of pure oxygen Rows 
into the cabinet where the medium is confined. By these 
means the frequently distressing and always injurious effects 
of breathing a mephitic atmosphere, and the imminent risk of 
asphyxiating a medium, are completely obviated. The com­
mittee is not yet decided whether the Improvement in the 
sanitary conditions constitutes also an improvement in the 
conditions under which the physical phenomena occur. The 
apparatus, entire, costs about >3o.

SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTS.
Experiments in London, Eng., under absolute test condi­

tions, with a view to obtain certain physical phenomena, of 
Spiritualism, such as might, probably, when once obtained 
and verified, bn reproduced from time to time and thus be 
studied scientific methods, have resulted favorably in some 
cases. “Direct” writing has been obtained under very strin­
gent test conditions. A curious but inconclusive incident 
occurred in connection with the “electric bell test" The 
battery, contact and bell were carefully adjusted. The for 
mer being placed upon a chair in the cabinet, with in con­
necting-wires led outside to the bell at the left of the cabinet 
through two holes in the side, was then triad in position and 
seemly dosed and sealed. The box inclosing it was after­
wards mined a few inches by a small table being substituted 
for the chair on which it rested. The medium sat la the 
cabinet with his hands on or near the box. After a woise as 
of great agitation of the connecting wires, a voice announced

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.
The Scientist will remove next week to 20 Devonshire St
T he idea of a spiritual body is the one that pervaded all 

Christendom, in the earlier and purer ages of Christianity.
N. F rank W hite, one of the oldest of the oublic lec­

turers on Spiri’ualism, is located in Washington, D. C-, as a 
1 healer.

Juhn H. Con a Nr, husband of the late Mrs. Fannie Con- 
ant of the Banner of Light, died last week at Taunton, and 
was buried at Forest Hills Cemetery.

Colonel O lcott repudiates the familiarity of Mr. Shep­
pard, a medium, who calls him "HarTy,” and claims to belong 

j to the Theosophical Society, of which (he Coiooel is Prcsi- 
| dent

T he E ditor of the American Spiritual Magazine has found 
a new medium in Memphis, Tenn., wh > is an extraordinary 
combination. Cabinet manifestations, slate writing, levitation, 
movement of material objects through closed rooms, etc., are 
a few of the many phases of mediumship possessed by this 
young lady, who a few months ago ridiculed the subject

E mma H ardisge Britten  has fives the last-of the series 
of four lectures in the attempt to inaugurate a course in the 
interests of Spiritualism. Mr. Cooper found it impossible to 
raise >25 a week to continue them in this city. The usual 

! vote of thanks to either speaker or chairman w aw forgotten by 
the audience, although it ts said that there was a strong hint 
in that direction.

At N ew  Era Hall, 176 Tremont Street, Boston, on Sunday 
evening last, Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten gave the first of a 
series of readings from Art Magic. The subject lor the 
evening was the Kosicrucian Theory of the Solar Universe. 
Mrs. Britten followed with a short address, after which an 
interesting discussion followed. Mr. John Wetherbee pre­
sided. Tne audience numbered some tw > hundred people. 
The readings aye to be c o n t i n u e d  for several Scadny 
evenings at tne above-mentioned place.

T H E  OUTLOOK.
NOTES A N D  N EW S rROM  OTHER COUNTRIES.

I
During the present year the Spiritualists of England have 

subscribed about £yooo  for various objects.
T he Londtn Medium and Daybreak informs a corres­

pondent that Winslow's remedy for spiritual madness has no 
connection with the soothing syrup establishment of th e

T he treasurer of the Dr. Henry Slade defence fund 
announces about /750  in hand and declares that to his per­
sonal knowledge /T500 will be received if required. Jan. it 
is the day named tor trial.

The London Spiritualist copies an article on the Slade 
caae from the Philadelphia Sunday Press, written by E. D. M 

Thr D a l s t o n  Association of Inquirers ini 
celebrated its sixth anniversary January 41k

It It certainly a eery great credit to Spiritualism nhua we 
can positively assert that ao foreign journal reaches us which
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doe* Ml la the moil unequivocal term* advocate (he very 
highest morality attainable upon earth, a strict conformity to 
every law, aocial and moral, which ha* for its aim the advance­
ment of the human race, and a practical benevolence and 
charity no less lax than those taught by the founder of 
Christianity.

T h e  a b o v e  has been suggested more particularly by an 
article in the Montevideo Review, la'ten in part from a Mexi- | 
can periodical, ;n which the brothi rhood of all mankind is 
pre-eminently advocated. But while treating on this subject, 
it refers to the doctrine of the Pities in India, to the purity of j 
the morals of the sect of the Djeinos, to an ancient city hold­
ing several millions of inhabitants, all of whom could read or 
write, overwhelmed by priestcraft, to the middle ages when 
science fled to the monasteries, to the time when the most 
noble aspirations were smothered in the smoke of the autos 
sit ft.

“ T h e  R e l ig io n  of the Universe ” is also an interesting 
article in the above-named Review; but it is espied from t / 
B u tu  StHtnio, of Lerida. 11 ranges through the field of 
astronomy with masterly capacity, and with language most 
appropriate. It Is by Dr. F. M.

“ T h e  Good Sense ” of Lerida (No. 12.) continues its very 
able reflections on “ Humanity and its Education;" and on 
•Original Stn," which arousea some skepticism.

At A “ circle” in a private house in Mexico, there were 
recently some of the most violent demonstrations of spirit 
power ever witnessed. One who had expressed some rather 
uncivil doubts concerning the honesty of parties who had 
ached as if under some supernatural power, was seized by a 
coatroling force which he could not resist, was thrown upon 
the floor, and for an hour and a half was writhing tike a snake 
in a fire. Many were the attempts to relie< him, to rid him 
of the obsessing spirit, but none succeeded till a solemn 
invocation was resorted to by all the company. The desired 
result followed, much to the subsequent advancement of the i 
society, convincing many, who were wavering, of the great ! 
basic tact of Spiritualism.

A valuable medium, who gives her services to the Cen- ; 
* tral Society of Spiritualists in Mexico, is a young lady Senor- 

Ha de Portugal “ ' Light, more light,’ as Goethe said when 
ab}ut to quit mortality, ’ was the beginning of one of her 
most practical and impressive communications, in which the 
“ law of progress is light to-day and more light to-morrow,” 
and a life where neither remorse nor misery was a necessity, 
were well set forth.

In Tiara a new “circle” of Spiritualists has been formed- 
Tbis now makes the twelfth of those reunions in that State 
which arc studying the laws of inter communion between this 
world and the nexL

T h e  s a m e  paper announces the “rapid spread of Spiritual­
ism without the use of missionaries.” As an evidence of it, 
many new subscribers had been added to its list.

apwln.
V a r io u s  S p ir it u a l  journals are reproducing the notable 

articles of the Viscount Torres-Solanot,.whkh, under the title 
of D actrisus tltlp o rvtn ir, have made their appearance in Tht 
Trikune. ”

The Presidem of the Central Society of Spiritualists will 
soon give to the press a brochure which will be a recapitula 
tins of tbs principles and aspirationa in the “Review of aocial 
Regeneration,” lately published in Paris by M. Fauvety. It 
will be called L a Kaiigiau laita.

That Me. Thomas Hatard “ had made a voyage to Port­
land with the object of vindicating the medium, Mrs. R. 1. 
Hall, who was caught simulating spiritual phenomena,” is 
noticed in tbc Madrid Critic.

The tans magazine states that the principal works, fuutU r 
m sutalts, of Allan Kardec, have been translated into the 
Crook and Rusaian languages; and in answer to many ques- 
tioo* which arc asked from time to time concerning Spiritual 
lam, it advises the questioners to consult the work of Don 
Conor BasnOls, The Im prtssitsut i t  urn lata, or of Allan 
Kardec, “Book of Mediums.”

T n  S panish press recognises the importance of the 
present crusade against Spiritualism. That materialistic 
aeotiaieats play their ralt ia the matter, to some extent, is 
doubtless trot, bat that the hirelings of Rome are the main 
o m it can hanlly be questioned. \ ' ;

T ue striking difference between Egyptian and Gretk 
ideas respecting the tonl’a habitude after the death of the 
bufly, la portrayed la a couple of paragraph* ia E l Critsrio, 
wbnon b any* that the former preserved the body with the 
espectatioe that to Mog on It oaafnuined Its fprm the spirit 
tUMdd abide with it (a rather gloomy, solitary*bode), while the 
latter bars ad tbc Carps* that the spirit might the sooner reach

Italy.
T h e  most important newsj we have from Italy is the 

announcement of the publication in Turin of a work of some 
five hundred pages, in which the author, Don S. P. Zecchini, 
“has treated materialism under all its aspects, with a method­
ical plan, clear exposition, and a style at once dignified and 
modest.” The highest encomium is bestowed upon it by the 
able Turin Spiritual Magazine, A u u a li dello Spiritism o. Its 
title, • God, the Universe, and the Fraternization of all 
Humanity.”

T he  Society Pesaresa has also published a work on spir­
itual studies, (2nd Ed. 82 pp. 6 ; cents) called Su ita  d i Comma- 
nuasioni Spiritiscke.

Frame*.
Of th e  letters lately published in Paris, the “correspond­

ence” between the distinguished German physician Lavater. 
and the Empress Marie of Russia, the reviewer sayv: “These 
prove that the belief in the possibility of rapport between the 
spiritual and material world, germinated in Europe toward the 
end of vie last century(?) But it would seem that the Empress 
and Emperor of Russia did not partake of the distinguished 
Doctor's views. It is to be hoped that these letters may be 
translated into English by Miss Blackwell, or some other 
equally talented contributor to our literature, for Europe has 
produced few more graceful writers than Lavater.

“W hat reason says to me” is the title of an article in the 
French Review, translated for, and written by, an English 
officer. “That God is infinite and man finite, and hence there 
can be no comparison between them,” is the burden of it all; 
but if man approaches absolute perfection but never reaches 
it, he is indeed a very Sisiphus in toil.

I n a communication relative to results obtained by the 
Spiritists of Lille, the statement is made that of historical 
personages who have manifested themselves, there were 
Henry VIII., Francis I., Triboulet, John Huss, Gilbert, 
Voltaire, fteson and other philosophers of the eighteenth 
century.

M aterialism  is acknowledged to be the very formidable 
barrier the Spiritualists in France have to encounter — 
materialism in high places.

T he Messenger  of Belgiom gives an account of an appa­
rition which appeared to an officer of distinction in the early 
part of this century, and which is recorded in the “Memoirs
of the Countess de ---- ,” fourth volume. When having this
related to him, Louis XVIII. said that he believed his unfor­
tunate brother jad more than once appeared to and spoken 
»ith him. *

SPIRIT COMMUNICATION.
Why discard Truth because it leads us over rdtigh paths 

and deep waters. Is the knowledge of earnest seekers who 
have proved everything in life, that they [might gather fruit­
age for the halls of science to be buried beneath supersti­
tions.

The thinker does not take foif granted all he reads is true. 
He seeks, and from the depls of hidden mysteries he gathers 
the light which revests the open sesame.lo the gates of nature 
aad brings out her unrevealed works, that science may know 
her skill and give to man the causes by which these won­
drous works are effected.

Every flower that bkomi has its mysteries; who has jet 
learned to heed Ike law which reveals the cause that din* red 
the rose and bits* the violet ?

How many are there who can reveal the fact that every 
kingdom has its Spirit Influences whieh govern and direct its 
conditions.

The few who have received the light find their journeys 
met with ridicule and anathema*, yet with brave hearts and 
noble spirits they journey on, gathering grain niter graiwof 
precious truths with which la enrich the wo rid, and to-day 
you and I are reaping the reward of their labors. |

From the world of mystics we irt learning to discriaua- 
ata between the laws of the Infinite and the finite, to under­
stand tha power which governs our destinies and brings about 
the condkions that give to as pleasure or pain.

With these lessons learned It is the duty of mao to stretch 
forth bis hands aad ’gather In whatever he finds, regardless 
of its source, for out of ererything which He* within the 
kingdom of the world thtre art truths nhick the Infinite 
Spirit mated and oat of which man must gather knowledge 
whereby to enrich kin store of wisdom and to IHt him Into 
the spiritual kingdom of realkies. Realities which the great
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mass of nankind proaouocc falsehoods, wild fancies, created 
by visionary beings or Hashee eaters.

If man would seek to learn |of these things, that which he 
now deems created fancies of Hasher dreamers, would prove 
hidden traths, which are withhim, living about him under his 
feet, over his head, and amid the elements which give to him 
life.

There is a Dual Life in all life a life subject to the will and 
commandgof the man, created through the power of the In­
finite, and as real as the soul, which at the death of the body 
moves into a new life.

This should be understood ; to find tiuth you must seek it, 
to understand it, you must realize it; to do this you must put 
aside all fear of ridicule, determine to live up to the noblest 
promptings of your soul, fearing nothing which may arrive 
from the world of Butterflies or vain egotists.

All of life is good and evil, the same creative power or­
ganized the one as well as the other, sunlight comes not with­
out clouds—whither follows summer, as night the day.

Evil is one of the laws combined to biing out the good. 
The battle fought against it, lifts up the higher attributes of 
the mind, the Divine p°w*r which permits evil, understands | 
the laws whereby the good is wrought

The deeper the water, the darker and more inaccessible the 
road, the grander the truth gained.

Let us determine to reach out for the truth, and when we 
find it, hold it aloft that the light of it may go out to all. Let 
us determine to so establish our circles that our knowledge 
may increase daily and the dark as well as the light be un­
derstood. Accept no law that will not bear a clear analyzing. 

Let us endeavor while we are receiving, to impart. Teach

wise give them a good character. “They are al dreadful 
cannibals, and there if a strange custom in New Ireland 
which requires that a chief’s daughter shall be kept in a cage 
within her father’s house until she is cf a marriageable age. 
The cage scarcely gives her room to move, and she cannot 
leave it during any part of the dav, though she is allowed to 
take a stroll with near relatives after nightfall. When a chief 
dies his body is wrapped up and placed in a tree, and the poor 
people are put in canoes in the sea to float away. The natives 
have large plantations, and work about two days in the week. 
They Isve chiefly on bananas, cocoanuts, and pork, but they 
also indulge in human flesh.” »

“ TAISCH ”• OR SECOND SIGHT.
B Y  a. v. D.

This gift, was—before understood—regarded as an ignor­
ant superstition peculiar to the Highlands; lup'tf'was not 
confined to the ignorant peasantry of the mountanous re­
gion o! Scotland.

In Holland the Isle of Man, in Ireland and m many parts 
of England—if we can believe the testimony of travellers, 
and other writers—are authentic records of this wonderful

Dr. Johnston who visited the Hebrides in 1773 found the 
belief tn prevail amongst all classes except the clergy and be­
came himself a convert to it much to the disgust of his 
friends who mourned over his crudulity.

A gentleman, who visited Scotland nearly thirty years ago 
says, “Not only among the poorer classes, but among the 
gentry, are many who cling to their faith in second sight, and 
I have known well educated persons, moving in the very best 
society frown upon those who spoke of it as a Superstition,’

.. n. .. . „ , . that would gradually disappear before the advance of intel-the Diakka that we know him, and are willing to meet and .. r . . t u . _’ * t ligence, and seize with avidity every instance of it, however
*e,M hKm UT  ,he f t * " " ,  i  { ,T ’ “  l"  “  OUr Strvice ; reported and .11 stained by trustworthy evidence.”

* r  '  II be IS still living, I think he must be more astonished than
j ever at the wondeiful increase of the “ Ignorant credulity'

igher spiritually.
The ns accept no raps, or tips or Materalizalions until we 

are convinced of the truth of them. If it be Diakka, Ele- 1 
mentary or Double, let us know it and understand it, receiv­
ing all that comes for what it is, and not for what it represents 1 
itself, fearlessly revealing the fact of what we have seen and I, 
heard. That in the end 6ut of the evil tray come good, and \ 
the truths taught may lift us out the pitfalls which cowardice 
egotism, and ignorance have put in our way.

We must learn that an intercourse of good and evil h i . . .  , . , ,  . ,  . . .  . ,. . . . . . .  j  . . , ... ., the impression of having seen a shroud round the neck of anecessary and that it is our duty to understand the evil as . . .  . , , . , . . .  . ,
the good'or we cannot aid in advancing the great laws of youthful female friend who eniered the pew where she was
nature from which the first divine principles of goodness *' |,nf ‘ , J- ., m u
_____________ 1-a A ll  .U-. .... |___ ___ ___ A .. 1" "Sketches of the Highlanders and Highland Regiments

among the intelligent, well-educated people of the present 
day.

I find in an old volume in my possession, many interesting 
instances of second sight, all well authenticated.

"A daughter of Lord Kinnaird, early in the last century, 
was understood to have the *0111.’ One day, during divine 
worship in the High Church of Edinburgh, she fainted under

were revealed. All that we find in our great researches after 
truth are but the implements by which we are to work out 
eur destiny as the law of our life provides.

A. C. T. H.

the author relates a very interesting instance which happened
in his own family.

“Late in the autumnal evening in the year 177), the son of 
a neighboring gentleman came to my father's house. He and 
my mother were fiom home, but several friends were in the 
bouse. The young gentleman spoke little, and seessed ab­
sorbed in deep thought. Soon after he arrived, he inquired 
for a boy of the family, then about three years of age. When

i  rtwn th« Pall Mall Gaaaua.

A RACE OF MEN WITH TAILS REPORTED.
A Wesleyan missionary. Rev. George Brown, has returned

in safety from an esploration of twenty month, on the j ^  |h# „ „ „ „  tht nurit „ „  lryi.g on a pair of
unknown coast. of New Bntain and New Ireland. He crossed ^  ,h d ,hit tSey did not fit. -They
the Utter island, which he found well-popuUled. “No white wU| fi( hjm he wj„ h, y„ o ^ io a  fo< them :'sskl the
man was ever seen inland before, but no opposition was -nileman.' This called furth the chiding, of the
offered to tae explorers. A difficulty was experienced in get , ^  for dicti evU lbt child, who was ato.it and 
ting the native, to go any distance from their village, -  they u  when he returned to the party he lmd left 1. the
are so often at war with one another. Plenty of proof, of i . ^  who had h>s observation. on the sh.1 iittinf'fOOB,
cannibalism were found. One of the party, on goiug into one ^turned bun t0 takc cire tba, ^  . ^ e  did mMderange 
house to light his pipe, saw a woman rctastiag the thighand ’  ulenl of ^ond sight, with some ,romcal eom 
leg of a man who *M killed the day before The expiring uUtioo, ^  hu |n M  ^ ,u « - . . .s  Thi. brought 
party were Interested ,n the curious legend of the tribe of Qn „  c UDa(KMk. .he. he told them, that a. he approved 
“tailed men ■ which i, met with in many uncivil.^ countries, ^  cnd brid tkrovn ^ o w  ,  stream a short
but tliey did not unlo.tuoat.ly, succeed in getl.ag any further -U|Me# |ro- ^  houK. he was astonished 10 see a crowd of 
than second hand testimony. “The natives,’ it is stated, “of . ,bt brid Comim^  he observed a
Blanche Bay, New Britain, affirm positively the existence ot c f  ,  coffin faUo«d by about twenty
a  race of men with tails, at a place called Kah, and deny „ Dllco|rnj lU o( hu acquaintance, his own father and a m  
indignantly that they are monkeys asking if monkeys could ^ ,n( o| the num U f wllh a concourse of the country people
fight with apeara, plant yams, make houses, Ac.” But it is He dy  m>t attempt to join but saw them turn off to the right 
significantly added that the interesting race dwell in the mte ( jo ln# dimtiuo ol the church yard, which they entered. He 
nor of the country, “where no white person has ever pene ^  ^  hit iBttD<fed ruit, much impressed from
trafed.” Mr. Cockerell, a naturalist, who accompanied the whl, ^  ^  ^  wltb ,  feelil>f ^  ^nd befieeiag it a* 
expedition, had H»cW opportunities of mearch. He was 1 ^  ^  ,  ^^^ntAtKsa of the death and tuner al sf a
detained for some lime as a hostage in New Britain, and eras 1 *7 , Ih- . ,>or, k , MiOB he was the moremgaged in “oolUcling" upon N.W Ireland for five momhs child ot the lamdy. In thu appreheaMos he on. tae more
He found the natives “very friendly," but he does not other- j
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'Confirmed, as be knew my father was at Blair, and that he 
Bad left hie own lather at home an hour before. The whole 
received perfect confirmation in his mind by the Hidden death 
•I  the boy the following night, and the consequent funeral, 
which waa ex telly similar to that before represented to hit 
imagination. This gentleman waa not a professed seer. This 
was his first and his last vision, and, as be told me, it was 
suArirat No masoning or argument could convince him 
that the appearance was an illusion. Now, when a man of 
education and of general knowledge of the world, as this 
gentleman was, became so bewildered in his imagination, 
and that even so late as the year 1773, it cannot be matter of 
surprise that the poetical enthusiasm of the Highlanders, in 
their days of chivalry and romance, should have ptedisposed 
them to credit wooders which so deeply interested them."

■ w  s  Highland* Dac. aa.

WHY I AM A SPIRITUALIST AND WHY I COULD 
NOT BE.

Herodotus beginŝ  his history with the explanation of its 
purpose being “that works great and v onderful among men 
should not be allowed to pass into oblivion.” Moved by the 
same desire in respect of my experience in Spiritualism I pro­
pose with your permission to lay before your readers the 
causes which have operated to pursuade me that the human 
race is not alone in its pilgrimage upon the earth.

An education by parents, who trusted in what they found 
In a book, had failed to satisfy my mind that the creative 
power of the universe had assumed the form of a ghost, or 
spirit, come to this planet, seduced a maiden, snd begotten a 
child in whom, it we trusted this story, we might find immor­
tal life, and, if we did not, immortal dying pains. Neverthe­
less, I then said to myself and others, if this be all true, then 
not one shall inherit that life,for not one is surrounded by the 
signs asserted to accompany belief, v ii. casting out devils; 
speaking with new tongues ; taking up serpents; drinking 
deadly things with impunity; faying hands on the sick and 
they recovering. Next in order of my experiences came 
“conversion." A protracted meeting held by a revivalist re­
sulted in my being anxious to be “saved” and accepting the 
story and being received into the church. Then came the 
reports of the tappings at Rochester. Soon afterwards I 
was at Bloomington, Illinois, for a day and met a good Meth­
odist lady who lamented that the “raps”afl!icted her daughter 
She believed them to be of the “Devil" while her husband 
joked and made light of them. She was in distress. The 
raps would even come at miduight on the bedstead when 
the girt was asleep. This convinced me that our church 
peopfo'wcrc in error asserting, as they did, that the thing was 
fraud and trick.# Any one coukl see that woman was sincere, 
and afflicted Neither could 1 believe it from the “ devil • 
because that woman was of the church and, to my sense 
clearly one of God's people if there were any such, anywhere 
So I determined I would watch (Matt. 24, 14) and have 
watched ever since.

About the year 185] I visited an uncle in Oswego, N. Y. 
He was praident of the city bank of that place. One ol the 
clerks waa « son of Rev. Mr. Colon, of Saybrook, County. 
The boy was about ty years old. We three sat at a table 
where the raps came, begging that my uncles wife and my 
own should join us. They did and the increased power was 
men (tested. They came on the tables, on our clothing on 
our chair bocks, on the piano and on the doers we all remain­
ing sessed at the table. Then they spelled out “Great are 
the warts of the Lord,” and to all appearance stopped. We 
•opposed the sentence complete, and commenced expressing 
our surprise at its serious character—for we had been joking 
and rather jsating the phenomenon. Then it called again 
for the alphabet and spelled out “God.” Again we supposed 
the asalmee complete and resumed conversation. Again five 
raps, odkd for the alphabet and spelled out “Almighty.” 
We hM do you mean great are the works of the Lord God 
Almighty ? nod three raps signalled “yes.”

Then came the discussion. We all knew there was no 
trickery. We were all members of one family, too advanced 
In Bis to be inters except Charles,who could not and did 
not deceive as. It was impossible. My ancle's idea was 
“Odlc force” from oar own minds. I eaid'no, our miods 
ware in a hilarious Burnt. Our minds considered the sent­

ence complete twice, when the mind which dictated was not 
satisfied and had more to say—it was surely a mind outside 
of each of us and outside of our joint action. It could not 
have come from us. At the conclusion of each remark of 
my uncle wculd come a most emphatic single rap “No." 
At the close of each remark of my own came three raps 
“Yes.” Then we asked for the name of the mind which did 
originate the sentence and by raps was indicated “William 
Murray," I knew of no William !n our famliy for centuries. 
I thought there was none. War sure of it. Had seen the 
family record in my father’s possession in New York. None 
of those present had seen it. We all knew there was a 
George William then lately deceased at New Y-rk. 1 thought 
this must be he. Therefore,! asked “when did yon die; in 
this century?” ‘-No.” “In this country.” “No.” “In Eng­
land." “ Yes.” Now not one of us knew, and as I said. I 
did not believe there was a William in the family there. 
Reaching New york I found the record showed two Williams 
in the term of one hundred years, one born about 1660 andan 
•ther wh died without issue in 1785.

Had the reply stated any other period or place of death, I 
should have regarded it as a hazardous guess. But the re­
ply fitted facts not then known by any of us. It claims to be 
from a spirit once mortal. Could 1 accept it ? Religious and 
scientific training were against it The church was against it. 
The ministers against it Intelligent people against it. “It 
was beneath the character and dignity of a spirit gone to 
heaven to come back and rap on tables.” Intelligent scien-
ests and ministers all agreed in this. But the rap said they 

were wrong and it must be admitted the raps had the best 
opportunity of knowing. Besides, did not the church and 
the ministers and the Bible declare that even God himsel 
and Jesus do some very queer and quite as common place 
things ? Then the “angels,” which they all agreed were 
higher and more dignified than mortal spirits, I thought of 
their common place actions. Among them, God in a burning 
bush and a mortal frame learning a carpenter's trade and 
whisking water into wine, contrary to the temperance societies 
rules, etc. I resolved to wait and watch.

Bronson M urray.
New York Ja n . 14  1877.

FREE AGENCY. %
B Y  G E O R G E  W E N T Z .

We speak of the ordained in the sense of what is conse­
quent. For of what use were it to be given the unattainable 
if it were not af consequence to us ; to be lifted to a place 
beyond our own powerr of fitness for it, as well need
of it t To say that we may have, or may choose, all of the 
necessary and useful within the limits of our place aad being 
is to say that we are entirely unrestricted. It anay be a limi­
tation, but it is not a deprivation. Search the whole scope 
of man's relations, finite and infinite, and if there be anything 
inharmonious or inconsequent, it will be found to lie, not in 
the limitations to which he is subject, but to the misuse of his 
own powers of free agency. Man can but make use of the 
means supplied him, and in none of the agencies which he 
employs can there be anything mean or ignoble ; for the end 
toward which be may use them is so high and great that it 
dignifies his feeblest efforts. Notwithstanding what the 
ambitions of men imposed upon each other, the general 
advance df humanity has been continuous, and becomes 
every day more assured. Not less strikingly shown In the 
arts of peace than in the development of a principle of Inter­
national polity by which these arts can alone flourish, namely, 
the repression of the bloody instinct of war. A repression 
so much the more needed when we recollect that human life 
should be esteemed so sacred that not even the commission 
of crime may forfeit it; it being ours only in,thc nature of a 
trust, and not a possession.

S am F rancisco , Cal., has convicted Clarence Matthews, a 
clairvoyant, under the act requiring seers, fortune-tellers and 
astrologers to pay a quarterly license of $50. Matthews is a 
member of the San Francisco Spiritualist Union, aa incorpo­
rated rsUgioae body, and pleaded that Spiritualism was a 
religion, aad therefore he was not liable under the act

The Scientist will remove next week to so Devonshire St
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SPIRITUALISM.
Written (or the Somerville Citiieo by an Investigator

PAKR NO. 4.
Spiritualist* claim that the evidences 

of Spirit communion are unmistakable 
and unquestionable ; that although much 
of what is palmed off on the credulous 
W simply trickery more or lesn cleverly 
wrought, that enough genuine proofs 
have been furnished to establish commu­
nion with th* spirit world as an accom­
plished fact.

A lady well known to the writer, a 
stranger in Boston, went to “ a seance " 
in the house of a well-known Boston 
medium. There she found a considera- 
ble number assembled, all of whom were 
total strangers ; and being somewhat re­
tiring in manner, as well as skeptical oa 
the subject, she took a back seat, as a 
looker-on. Soon after the seance com­
menced, the medium, calling her by her 
first name, asked why she had not been
So see A---- , a very intimate lady friend
residing in a suburban town, and added, 
“ Here you have been four days in Bos­
ton and never went near her," which was 
the truth. To a question put by the lady 
as to who the spirit was, the answer 
came immediately, with the additional 
information that the spirit had recently 
entered the spirit world, and that she 
had been to the funeral, which was also 
correct, so far as regarded name, place 
and date of death. At another seance 
tn Boston, this same lady, who bad never 
seen the medium or any of the compa­
ny, was told that a spirit was there pres­
ent who wished to communicate with 
her; asking for a description of the 
spirit, she was told he Wore soldier 
clothes, and was all dripping with water. 
A name was given, and a description of 
the appearance of Ad ghostly visitor, 
which correspostdwd exactly with those 
of a dear brother, who died on board a 
United States transport, while on his 
way from Andtrsonville prison, at the 
dose of the war, and wan buried at sea.

The writer visited Charles Foster, the 
celebrated medium, some fonr years ago, 
and received through him answers to 
several questions which it was impossi­
ble for Foster to have seen or known by 
any natural or ordinary means. A lady 
present' at the same “ sitting,” who met 
Foster then for the first time,'and who 
was an ardrtrt admirer bl “ the Cary sis­
ters, had written on p slip of paper an 
unusual request, belhg, for a communica­
tion from Phebe Cary. This paper Fos­
ter picked up from among a number of 
others from different parties, and without 
the slightest hesitation, or any means of 
knowing what was inside, addressed the 
questioner in language which was unmis­
takably suggestive of the style of the 
Cary sisters, and made ûlte a lengthy 
communication, at the dose of which be
aid, “ This is from your blend, Phebe
ary.”
No theory of mind reading, or mes­

meric tnlucnce, can account for these 
strange phenomena, as the parties them­
selves could not havt picked out any 
particular question after the slips were 
thrown on the table and mixed up, and 
there were four persona at ths table, each

having an average of a dozen questions, | after fully testing and investigating the 
and each watching every movement of phenomena and philosophy, give it as 
the medium, In broad daylight. their settled conviction that they are the

A friend livine in Somerville, who is work and teachings of spirits not in the 
well known as a man of exemplary char- flesh.
acter, and highly intellectual, visited me In our next we will give some wonder- 
diums in New York State, Boston and ful evidences occurring in other places
Montreal, to all of whom he was un­
known, yet they each gave the name and 
description of the same spirit who came 
with a communication, and the commu­
nications, which were of a strictly busi­
ness character, fitted into each other so 
completely that they formed the separate 
links of one chain, which, broken off at 
one place and time, was taken up and 
continued at the others. The strangest 
feature of this strange thing is that the 
friend in question never saw the comma- 
nicating spirit while on earth, and that 
the widow corroborated the testimony 
given in regard to some unfinished busi­
ness matters, which the spirit seemed

and vouched for by unquestionable auth­
ority.

Use and Ornament. — When Sir 
John arr was in Glasgow, about the 
year 1807, he was asked J»y the magis­
trates to give his advice concerning the 
inscription to be placed on the Nelson 
monument, then just completed. Sir 
John recommended this brief record: 
“ Glasgow to N elson.” “Juist so,” said 
one of the traillies; “ and as the town o’ 
N elson'a close at hand, might we no 
juist say — 1 Glasgow to Nelson, tax 
miles,’ an’ so it might serve for a monu 
ment an' a milestone too."

anxious about, and which are only known T here has been discovered in San 
to two or three individuals, the friend Francisco an insect, new to science 
alluded to not being of the number. ■ which is believed to be a species of the 

Table-tipping, piano-moving etc., we | ver)’ valuable cochineal, 
pass by as an evidence, because so 
many of these •phenomena have been 
skilfully counterfeited, although we have 
heard in a dark circle a guitar and bells
played on. while floating around the room 
over the heads of those present, and go- 1 
ing from end to erd of the room with 
such rapidity that it was impossible that I 
human liands could have kept the tune, 1 

| and moved the instruments so rapidly.
The writer has also seen points of 

phosphorescent light floating around 
through a darkened room in such a way 

, as could not be done by any ordinary 
| means, crossing and recrossing*over the 

heads of sitters—seemingly about seven 
or eight feet above the floor.

But not to confine ourselves to our own 
experience, we find some of as power­
ful and analytical minds as the age can 
boast, devoting years to the study ot the 
phenomena of Spiritualism and about 
equally divided in opinion as to whether 
the strange actions and utterances are at­
tributable to spirits or to some other as 
yet unknown cause. Among those who 
decided in favor of the spirit theory are 
such wet! known names as Robert Dale 
Owen, the late Judge Edmonds and Dr. 
Kane the Artie explorer,—Epea Sargent, 
in the United States, while in Europe 
the believem rank among the highest in 
the soda) as in the intellectual world. 
C. F. Varley, F. R. S„ William Crookes, 
F. R. S , Alfred R. Wallace. The Coun­
tess of CUthnsss, Prince Emile de Sxyn- 
Wiitgensttie,—H. 1. H. Nicholas, of 
Russia, Lord Lindsay, Coant de Bullet. 
Hon. J. L. O'Sullivan. Gerald Massey, 
Mr. Sergeant 90*1 “Florence Marryet," 
Hon. Alexander Akaskoff (Imperial

T rV  o L  O w I J C  ”  • A *|

Herr Cho. Rcimers, Algernon Joy and 
many other names equally distinguished 
in society and letters. To sav that these 
people are either knave# *  dopes would 
be tomtit W* intelligent# #1 «fc aikl I 
ence and bring upon the person making 
such charge the well merited contempt 
o! any reasonable people—yet all these 
dignitaries in the sphere of intellect 1

A gentleman, well known lor his 
parsimonious habits, having billeted him- 
self on his acquaintance 1.1 Edinburgh 
during some royal visit, was talking to a 
friend on his return of the great expense 
of living. *• How much, now, do you 
suppose I spent in Edinburgh 9 ” M1 do 
not know," replied his friend ; ** I should 
suppose about a fo rtn igh t."

H A L E ’ S
HOMEY OF HOHEHOUIH t  T il

FOSS THE c u « o r
1*1 nslbw.

T h is  in fa llib le  re m e d y  i t  co m p o sed  o f  
th e  H O X R  o f  th e  p la n t l l n sv l i m l  ¥  
ch em ica l on io n  w ith  T a r - B a l m ,  e x tracted  
fro m  th e  L t r x  P t i e c t r L i  o f  th e  f o r m  
tree  A n i t a  B a l s a m i a .  « e  B a h a  o f  G ile a d .

T h e  H o n e y  o f  H o te h o n a d  s o o t n b s  a n d  
s c a t t e r s  a il in i l s i M a s  wad h f f t m t  .  
tm a a . a n d  t h *  t W - B e h *  C U tA ftta *  
m e a l s  th e  th ro a t a n d  aat pa t m g r i  len d in g 
to  th e  l a a g v  F i t s  ad d itio n a l in gred ien t* 
k e e p  th e  t e n a i  c o o l  m o ist , an d  in h a a k h - 
fa l actio n , l e t  n o  perked ic e  k e e p  y e n  fro m  
tr y in g  th is  m a t  a u StShw  o f  a  him was 
D o cto r, w h o  l m t  m e e d  th o m n a d t o f  B ern  
b y  i t  in  h ie la rg e  p r iv a te  p ra ctice .

N .  R .— T h e  T e a  B a lm  h a s n o  b a d  t a s t e

r u w j v n i t i C B l f f r h M l U J  i

»  m s c a c ? * .  a

c. I. cumntw. roy . E l .
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Spiritualism that ha* yet appeared.” —N ew  Y o a *

0R4UNIC MAONETIHM.

-  Vy retain raail lor £u

1 7  Rrwmawtofc t * . ,  t » a d * a ,  W . C ., l a f .

THE MAGNETIC HEALER,
1  m l  ]. e. m o c s ,  <i a lio a Practical

. aa, SmUs A  He. Y«r* Ch,.

I *  R M S
«  AND CLAIRYOYANT.

Tm M ap*.. mmi fee* i f  M i » 4 | 1  Gfe.
. C N. M w u, t. O

IMPENDING REVOLUTION
IN THE PRICES OF

First Class Sewing Machines
W h o lesa le  P riced a t  R e ta il t

DURING THE HOLIDAYS
WE SHALL SELL THE

| I  . E T N A
IHPBOTED SEffflG IAHUES

F O R

RO M  S 2 5 T O  S 4 0
Former Price, $60 to!$8Q.

won aiaally paid to ageaU, of frwaa SS to 
per teat, to ear ewsiwaaera ad ear

2 4  T E M P L E  P L A C E ,

N* I* lHlIiVH. i a i m i

PETITION.
T o  the Honorable, the Seaate and Heuae ol Rei 

s o u t h * *  in General Conrt a

Henry S. Pteran, Sncre

J^DVERTISEMEHTP.

1 1 8 . JENNIE POTTER,

A d v e r t ise m e n t ?. J^DVERTIgEMENTS.

N o. II  Oak $ L .  
Street Honrs* y to

SUMS NICKERSON-WHITE,
TRANCE MBDIUM,

.  B re ekU a * St.. Sc KJbm* Suite i 
Hear*. ,  to «.

MRS. JRNNI3 J fLORD WEBB,
T .. W. Y.

NOTICE.
the wiah ed

K. B R A D N E R ,
N . T

" A R T  M A G IC .”
OR*

lutaie. M-hMue l Snper-Muiaie
SPIRITISM.

A  T R E A T I S E  IN

T h r e e  F a r t s  a n d  T w e n ty -T h r e e  S e c t  t o n e :

Descriptive of Art I i d t ,  Spirit- 
Isw, the Different Orders of 

Spirits In the Universe 
known to be Related to or In Com- 

mnnleatlon with R a n :
T o « e t h e r  w i t h  D ir e c t io n s  'n r  I n v o k in g .  

C o n tr o l l in g  a n d  I > ls r h a r _ ta g  S p ir i t s ,  
n n d  t h e  f e e s  a n d  A b « a o a , D a n g e r *  

n n d  P o a n lh lllt lo e  n f  M o * te a l  
A r t.

FOR THE-H0L1DAY8 !
BEAUTIFUL FRESH FLOWERS

A N D  F L O R A L  D E M O N S

D E E  d D O T L E ,
F L O R IST S  A N D  SERDHRKN

57 Trentont Street, Boston.

H E N R Y  F. M I L L E R .
Piano-Fort* Mannfaetnrer,
6 1 1  W A SH IN O T O N  ST..

SO ST O N * M A SS.

BEATTY PIA Î<?1
Grand Hqure and Upright.

L




