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BUDDHISM AND SPIRITUALISM.

or th. Kapr.ni. God.
BY DON FVLANO.

Buddha appears to me to have admitted the postibh exist-
ence of an unknown, eternal, omnipotent First Cause. He
certainly admitted the existence of the Cods of the Brahmas,
but he regarded these as simply very powerful spirits, who
bad succeeded in impressing man with a belief in their exist-
ence and power. | am disposed to agree with Buddha entirely.
I am unwilling to believe that anything that has ever had
great power and influence over the lives and thoughts of any
section of manhood is a baseless fabrication. | am disposed
to look on all the Cods of the nations as powerful spirits—
not necessarily good, bat very often very evil—in some pecu-
liar way connected with their Inner life, and in rapport with
them. In this light would | look on the gods of Greece and
Rome, whose oracles were, it is clear, pronounced by mediums
in rapport with them. From whom came the dreams, omens,
etc., which formed so large a portion of the religious coitus
ot these enlightened people unless from these spirits. In the
same light would | regard the God of the Jews and of the
Christians. Buddhism and Judmo-Christianity are both full
of paradoxes. Those of Buddhism may be explained in
great part by distinguishing between what Buddha really
taught, and what Buddhist sages have since added thereto.
The paradoxes of the latter creed may be explained by sup-
posing that Jehovah first and now lesus are both powerful
spirits—not 1 ctstarizjr perfect, or even good—who have im-
pressed on sections of mankind the idea of their Joint suprem-
acy, if not in the very way Buddha pointed out, in one analo-
gous thereto.

It seems probable that there is a great tendency amongst
spirits of a certain class to take upon themselves high names,
and to arrogate to themselves, fmittly, vast power and wis-
dom. Should this indeed he to, then Buddhism stands alone
as the most philosophical of all creeds, and Its founder as the
most modest of all the prophets.

t will merely recall to the reader's mind the singular simi-
larities presented by the oracles of ancient Greece, aad the
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religious rites of the ancient Egyptians, with many of the
proceedures at modern seances, and pass on to notice a few
facta in the reported history of the patriarchs and Jewa which
remind one very stroagly of the phenomena of modern Spir-
itualism, and suggest the idea that Jchova communicated with
those who believed in hitq very much as a spirit would do
now-a-days with the circle with which be was ia rapport. la
the first place, it was common with all the ancients to speak
of those whom we should b0« call “spirits™* as “Gods.” It
is known to all Hebrew scholars that Mascs—or the writer—
uses the plural E Itkim —Gods—entirely, ia the first part of
Genesis, which has hence been called the Elohiatic Scripture,
and that the singular God, Lord God, Jehovah, ia oaly em-
ployed after a certain period in the history. 1 think after
God had announced himself to Abraham as “ | am,” if
Agrippa be right, it is possible that the burning of flesh of
particular kinds in the meat offerings required by Jehovah,
was an aid to communication with him. In the fifteenth
Chrpter of Genesis, we find Abram bolding a seance
by Jehovah's express direction. He placed a divided ram
and a divided ewe aad some turtle doves, etc, upon the
ground, and watched them, and when the sun went down and
it got dark—for nothing physical happened till then— Abram
fell into a trance, and Jehovah communicated the future to
him. Then a smoking furnace and a burning lamp
passed between the pieces of the carcasses. 11
thinking ot John King’s lamps when 1 read this account.

Everyone can call to mind the various occasions oa which
“ the God*” appeared in a material form to Abram, Lot,
Jacob and others ; eating, drinking and wrestling with these,
and exercising all the functions of ordinary material humani-
ity, as indeed do materialisauotu in our days, if Prof. Crooks
is to be believed. The patnarche addressed these materiali-
sations—which sometimes also suddenly vanished—as “Gods"
or “the Lord God,” and evidently looked upon them as
manifestations of Maha Brahma, the Supreme God. Civil-
ised people now-adays could not tall into this error, but it is
more than likely that should materialirarinns of sit*ular power
and beauty appear sow to the members of any barbarous
tribe—for the Ant time—they would hold the same '~ f-y
with regard to them, and say and thins that “ the Code Lad
come down to Men-"

The Holy of Hokes, like the secret chamber m the pyra-
mids of Cabo, seems to have been used asat
The high prises a medium of great
budded mhncntoasly Moos entered this,dad ina <
dress, washed scrupulously clean, aad weorhg a set oboe
or cyrstals on his breast, which, we are told, he used la <
ssaakttsng with Cod The CMad which Indicated the |
coca of God rested oa the Mercy seal, L a, thel
waa usually covered by the ami, which we know as «he amt
stage of a nutenaliiaaoa. The piker of rived by day aad at
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fir* by sight ire equally suggestive phenomena to u« Spintu-
alist»>,. Mom* mm God in a bonking bush ; be i* placed in a
cleft of the rock whilst God pa*Ms by, and shows hi* * back
parts;" the spirit pretending or knowing that hi* face would
be too efialpnt for mortal gaxe to bear.

Mooes Ons up upon Mount Sinai to communicate with
God, sad a bag fast—as it always dons—throws him into a
particularly spiritualized and receptive state. The Lord writes
hi* law upon tables of stone ; the first instance on recoid of
the now Hmillar direct writing. But who can believe that the
ten commandments came as an embodyment of the kernel of
all ethics, from a very wise spirit; who can, for a moment,
credit that the atrocious servile laws that immediately follow,
proceeded even from a good one. One article in this code—
which the contest makes a part of the commandments—runs
thus, 1 That If s man smite bis slave, or his maid, with a rod,
and he die under his hand, he shall surely be punished. Not-
withstanding if be contiaae a day or two, he shall not be pun-
ished, for he is bis money.”

In other words, the hitting of a slave or maid in a sudden
fit of anger was a capital crime ; the slaying of the same by
slow torture, none at all, because he had been paid for. Not
so do our moderate courts decree. Truly the Southern Mas-
ters had not far to go to find divine sanction for all that has
been reported of the very worst of them.

When Moses came down from Sinai, nis face shone so that
he was obliged to veil it from the people. So some highly
spiritualised or mediumistic people are seen, at least by me-
diums, to shine in the dark with an unearthly glow

In Judges 1, 19, we read, “ And the Lord was with Judah,
and he drove out those of the mountain, but could not drive
out those of the plain, because they had chariots of iron.”
If this were the Supreme God, what will he do now in the
case of Armstrong eighty ton guns? Yet no doubt Judah
believed that this powerful spirits, who caused all sorts of
supernatural phenomena was the Lord God Almighty.

Who can believe that a jtorfect God, the Supreme God, au-
thorized Moses to He to Pharaoh, yet the phenomena pro.
duced by the medium Moses before the King and his magi,
clans showed the presence of a very powerful spirit, and
sorely it eras not by his assistance, bat by that of their own
less powerful spirit guides that the magicians “ did likewise
with their enchantments.”

The stringent and bloody laws against all who “ called on
other Gods,* i.e., spirits, on all who had familiar spirits,
shows the extreme jealousy of the great spirit Jehovah, a
jea'ousy which we now know to be a leading feature m the
characters of the powerful but evil spirits which guide and
aid many of our most noted physical mediums.

It is not perhaps generally known that Jesus Christ was put
to death in perfect accordance with the jealous law of Jehovah
which, in Deuteronomy X 111, 1, says, “ If there arrive
amongst you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth
thee a sign and wonder, and the sign and the wonder come to
pass whereof ne spake unto tbee, ‘let us go after strange
Gods,’ L e, spirits, etc,—that prophet or that dreamer of
dreams shall be put to death, etc." Now Christ fulfilled al
these conditions, for no one can pretend that the God of whom
be spake was Jehovah, nor the law he taught, his law.

In the smiting of the rock, the showers of manna and
quasSs, the saving of Daniel from the lions, the preservation
of the three Hebrews in the fiery furnace, and a nundred
other miraculous events, we find phenomena —*“ abnormal
physics 7 as a late writer calls them—which are parallelled in
our drawing rooms now-a-days by physical mediums, aided
evidently by a powerful but invariably jealous and more or
less evil spirits, while the writing on Behhszzar’s walls affords
the second instance on record of direct writing, and the as-
cension of Elijah, the floating of the an head, the eark'est
inseance* of Invitation, or extinction of the law of gravity.

Mifiinms who are good at such “ abnormal physics," air
seldom nr sever vehicles for the tranemlssioa of sublime
truths.

The most celebrated of them, however estimable in other
ways, are qrile remarkable for a bitter jealousy—evidently
prompted by their gniflm if all other madia; and art usuaL

ul and censing. No characteristic oflehovah is
mtsch dwelt apoe, area by Mmself, aa bis bitter jealousy of
other spirits and media whatsoever.
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So far from teaching any sublime truths, he nevea once e
lightens his circle on the bet of a future existence, even; and
Solomon, supposed to be endowed by him toth especial wis-
dom, most distinctly states that the grave is the seed of all
things, and that in death man has "no superiority over the
brute.”

David the man “ after his own heart,” seduces his friend’s
and servants’ wife, and murders him to keep possession of
htr. The whole history of the Jews, in fact is the history of
a people led and guided by a very powerful spirit of a very
low order.

The New Testament, at least the Gospels, are full of ab-
normal physics, but the Acts sf the Apostles might pass for a
book written expressly on the subject of Spiritualism. How
familiar seems to us now tbe “rushing mighty wind ” and the
"tongues of fire that sat on the apostles” at Pentecost, the
liberation from bonds of Peter, and of Paul and Silas; the
healing of the tick by magnetized handkerchieb the levitation
and conveyiy; away of Philip, the materializatiens of Jesus,
and his vanishing away; the stroking down of Paul, and the
voice that spoke to him. But | am wasting space, for of
course every Spiritualist knows these things as well as | do.
The parallellism may be predicted of all Buddhistic miracles.

The phenomena we are now familiar with are parallels of
all these ; therefore since no one supposes that the latter are
the work of Deity, it follows that the former are none of ihem
any proof whatever of the existence of a Maha Brahma.

£ ohhe?poj<dej<t$.

Cannot the fortune-teller who shuffles cards or reads the
dregs of a coffee cup tell wonderful things, give as good
tests ?

Soihe of them certainly can predict and “tell wonderful
things.” That it shonld be so is no evidence against the
spiritual theory. Such persons use their spiritual sense to
took into the world of causes. It is clairvoyance, whether
the cards, coffee dregs, fire coals, new tin pans, crystals, or
any other object arrests the material eyes, and leaves the
spiritual sight free front material objects.

Another question asked is:— *

Who ever credited a Gypsy woman with spiritual know
edge, and yet she has for centuries been the medium by
which persons innumerable have had their fortunes told, and
some of the recorded Gipsy prediction* and tests are as won-
derful as any that have been given by our modern sibyl*, the
med tuns ? %.

In introducing the main topic, the writer prefaces with a
few inquiries that we will take the liberty to answer. He
aays:—

Of course Spiritualists, taking their own individual expe-
riences aa a basis, will say—“This is not so. 1 have received
proofs that satisfy me that no human being could give them
of hi* or her own volition.” Will such proofs or tests satisfy
any one else ?

Certainly not. A Spiritualist becomes 10 only when fully
satisfied by his own experience that the fundamental princi-
ples of the spiritual philosophy are true. The proob are
being given every day. Those who seek shall find, and often
times the evidence comes unsought if a Spiritualist knows
anything, be knows that he has held communication with
those that have parsed through the change called death, and
yet livetb in a condition aa tangible to them a*.this earth is
to those who remain.

HAUNTED HOUSE.

Denison, Texas, sosays a recent number of the Daily
Cresset, ha* “ a haunted house ' which proves to be the
greatest sensation that city has ever experienced. The prem,
isea have been visited by a number of prominent citizen*, who
were nonplussed at what they saw and heard: A little girl
about eight years old became entranced there one evening and
wrote spirit messages. In her usual condition she was un-
able to write at all. Tbe account concludes: " Loud knocks
in the building that can be heard all over the house Every-
thing hat been done to discover if there is any trickery. The
front stoop ha* been taken up; pistol shots hare been fired
where the knocking is heard, but all yet remaias a mystery.”
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EYPOSUKES OF “ SPIRITUALISM.”

Thou who so fiercely assail and “ expose ” Spiritualism,
do not exhibit precisely a scientific spirit. They assume at
the outset that it is a “ gigantic delusion,” a “ gross supersti-
tion,” or some other monstrous thing which is simply to be
demolished, and though they profess a desire to convince
those who are infected, they adopt a mode of persuasion which
they would be very unwilling to have directed against any
belief of their own. Calling a man a fool, or a dupe, is not
apt to convert him, even from a “ pestilent heresy.” It is
undoubtedly a fact that very many people who are intelligent
and not easily deceived, are more or less inclined to a belief
in what is called Spiritualism, and that their views are not
founded solely on those manifestations which are so readily
shown to be tricks. If any confidence is to be placed in
human testimony, there is a class of phenomena which are
not in the nature of tiicks and cannot be simulated as such.
To separate these from the mass of fraud and imposture, and
to endeavor to ascertain their source and the nature of the
forces by which they are produced, whether animal magnet-
ism, the action of mind upon mind or upon matter, or dis-
embodied spirit, is a legitimate object of inquiry, which is
not to be promoted by accepting the exposures of charlatan-
ism as disposing of the whole matter.

These is no doubt whatever that Mrs. Hardy is a “ fraud ”
and an impostor. The Globe showed that very conclusively
nearly two years ago. Other exposures go far toward estab-
lishing the fact that the so-called mediums who gain a disre-
putable livelihood by trading upon the credulity and the emo-
tious of the people are deceivers and knaves. The mummery
and fooling of dark cabinets and circles, the writing upon
concealed slates, anc all those performances which depend
for success upon preventing close scrutiny and depriving the
spectators of the full use of their senses and unhindered ob-
servation and judgment, can be completely reproduced by
those who make no pretence to “ metaphysical aid,” and to
far as that is done they are satisfactorily shown to be mere
jugglery. But that does not dispose of the whole subject
Even Dr. Hammond admits that there is more to it than this,
and gives instonces of strange things done by normal or ab-
normal nervous action, where there is no suspicion of decep-
tion, unless it be self-deception. He shows us that much
may be accounted for as delusion. People often have expe-
riences which they are prepared to have. They see and feel
whbat they are prepared to sec and fecL There are also well-
authenticated cases of clairvoyance and clairaudience, which
are the result of nervous derangement. This merely shows
that there is something besides trick in what are known as
spiritual manifestations, and the exposures and explanations
of tricks do not demolish the whole subject, and the question
remains whether the residue can be satisfactorily explained by
delusion and disease. Mr. Fairfield, who professes to have
had ten years’ experience among mediums of all kinds, with
all sorts of conditions and facilities for studying these phe-
nomena, admits there are genuine manifestations of every
kind to which a supernatural origin has been attributed, but
he undertakes to explain them as the effects of some form of
nervous disease. That they are not sheer jugglery he is con-
vinced, and, in fact, some of the phenomena are of a nature
which makes that explanation wholly irrevelant and inapplica-
ble. Morever, there is the best of scientific authority in sup-
port of the existence of certain occult and unexplained pow-
ers included under the term mesmerism.

Unquestionably a large proportion of so-called mediums are
sheer impostors and tricksters, and by far the greater part of
what are known as *“ spiritual manifestations ” are jugglery
of rather a clumsy sort, easily exposed. But that fact does
not prove that there is nothing else. Again, mqch is to be
credited to delusion, much, perhaps, to nervous derangement
in the person acting as a medium, and in persons who think
they received remarkable revelations, and there is also prob-
ably something in mesmerism. And beyond all this, is there
anything more, and if so, what? That is a question which
should be dealt with in a scientific spirit, without assuming
conclusions to start with and without unwillingness to accept
results to which conclusive evidence may lead. Even if they
were to lead to the establishment of the fact of spirit mani-
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festation and spirit communion, what of it ? Is not a funda-
mental part of nearly all religious belief that (he spirit lives
after the body dies ? Is it not a cherished idea of many, we
may say most, devout persons, that “ the departed, the be-
loved, the true-hearted,” may come to visit and hover about
us? If so, is it altogether irrational and absurd to suppose
th-t they may make their presence known, and is not the idea
rather attractive than repulsive 1 Certainly its demonstration
would be a conclusive proof of immortality and hence a satis-
faction to a very large class of muds. Such demonstraOcn
should not be accepted on any doubtful or inconclusive evi-
dence, and it is certainly a question whether we have any
other; but itis not reasonable or scientific to make a pretence
of investigation and then assume the whole case in advance,
and after demolishing a portion of the evidence presented,
cry out,“ that settles it,” and call everybody a fool who is
not satisfied, regardless of what other evidence he may have.

A SEANCE WITH DR. SLADE.

“ on Sunday morning, Oct 22d, at one o’clock, Mr. W.
Methercll and Mr. G. De Carteret, of Jersey, had a seance
with Dr. Slade, at 8, Upper Bedfotd Place, London, W. C.
Dr. Slade produced two new slates, which were perfectly dry,
and appeared never to have been used before. They were
closely examined by the inquirers. Mr. Methercll then placed
them together, with a crumb of pencil between, and Dr. Slade
tied them firmly to each other, while Mr. Methercll held them.
The tied slates were then laid on the top of the table, and
Dr. Slade touched the frame of the uppermost one with one
hand, whilst his other hand was held by those present The
slate never passed out of sight of the observers. A noise
like that of writing was then heard, and it appeared to be ex-
ecuted at the ordinary speed. Dr. Slade then requested the
two observers to take the slates into the next room, and
to open them in the presence of two gentlemen who
chanced to be there—namely, Mr. Charles Blackburn, of
Didsbury, near Manchester, and Mr. W. H. Harrison, of the
Spiritualist. The strings were accordingly cut in their pres-
ence, and the inner sides of the two slates were found to be
comptetely from top to bottom, and from edge to edge—with
writing including about seventy words altogether. The writ-
ing had manifestly been produced with a piece of slate pencil
applied to the surface of the slate with considerable pres-
sure.”

In attestation of the truth of the foregoing statement, we
append our signatures.

Mm. Methercll.
Geo.De Carteret.

Charles Blackburn.
W. H. Harrison.

DR. CARPENTER'S INVESTIGATIONS.

In our Slade number we stated that Mrs. Margaret Fox
Kane, one of the first family of mediums, and who married
Dr. Kane, the celebrated Arctic explorer, has come tp London.
We are glad to learn that Dr. Carpenter has arranged to hold
three or four sittidgs with Mrs. M. F. Kane with a view of
testing the reality of the phenomena of Spiritualism. The
first seance is to be held on Saturday next Mrs. Kane the
sister of Kate Fox, now Mrs. Jencken, is considered the moat
reliable and powerful medium of the United States, the mani-
festations in her presence and that of her sister have been
submitted to every conceivable test, by committees which had
been formed in New York, Washington, Philadelphia, and
other great cities of the Union, and in which Horace Gredy,
Professor Hare, N. P. Willis, Judge Edmonds, and a host of
other eminent men took pan.

It is now hoped her powers will not fail this celebrated lady,

and that she will be able to convince even the hard-So-oe-con-
vinced Dr. Carpenter.

How the Earl or Dunbar consulted a Medium —
Bower records that Patrick, the seventh Ear! of Dunbar, in
12*5, jestingly asked Thomas of Ersildoun, commonly ruBnf
“ the Rhymer,” whether any remarkable event would transpire
on the morrow. The bard replied in the mystical language
of prophecy, “ Alas for to-morrow, a day of calamity and
misery! Before the twelfth hour shall be heard, a blast so
vehement that it shall eacned those of any feemar period—a
blast which shall strike the nations with amassment-shall
humhin what is proud, and what is fierce shall level with the
ground ! The sorest wiod sad tempest that ever was heard
of In Scotland.” Thereupon, says the Rev. J. M. Wilana
Thomas went to bed, leaving his prediction to bn fnUBsd
either by accident or the weather I At the ninth hoar, nothing
having taken place, his lordship upbraided tbr poetas an
mpostor, but at the twelfth a messenger, with home coveted,
with foam, br tughi the news of the death of King Alexander
111, by a iall from his horse at Kingin'*.



124 SPIRITUAL

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISING RATES.

Subscription*.—TH« Spiritual Scm m r Is published every Thursday
by At SciHmtrh'sutNINO C(H”*kr,ud css be ebsaiaedofssy newtdaalav;
* 'mUbeim i at tba fcaitanag sales

Cop7, On# Y«w, $2.60. Six Montk*. $1.50; Throe
Month*. $1.00.
it*.—The Scimetisi » a ver
k m pmmserved P{)

good medium foe Advertis*,
r brnding, and the advertise-

io(oUiers. Ad»ertuemenu will be inserted
P*f* On* Sq.uare._$l.00 flret tasertton. and 80 eta.
«uNmqusnt Insertion. Outeld* page, 20 Cta. per

s for the Editor, books for review. Ac., should ho addressed
K. Gaaav laoww, OAco ef the bpsnusal SoeuUet, il hxchange Sir**, deasoa.

VOL. V. NOVEMBER 16, 1876. No. 11

THE INEVITABLE.

Alter an existence of nearly two years and a half, we are
now obliged, for want of the proper support, at a time when
it ia moat needed, to reduce the Spiritual Scientist from
twelve toeight pages. Nothing but stern necessity would
force us M take this step, for it la a virtual acknowledgment
that financially it does not pay, to tell the truth. Our readers
well know that in conducting our journal, we have -+ a guided
by principle, not policy. The latter would have given us a
large circulation, more money, and leu mental anxiety, but
we published the paper for Spiritualism, not for money. Our
efforts have been rewarded with partial success, and the signs
at the present time indicate s glorious triumph at no distant
day. Spiritualism, which is and should be synonymous with
all that is pure, noble, true and Divine, has been dragged
down by a ring of charlatans, whose common bond ol union
is the money they can wring from those who are attracted by
the beauties of the spiritual philosophy. The influence of
these tricksters has been stronger than Is generally supposed.
It has controlled many who should have stood firm against
either threats or bribes. This the Spiritual Scientist has
done or will )o. We wiU not admit to its columns the adver-
tisement ni anyone whom we deem to be an impostor; many
have been refused on this account. To the extent of our
ability, we trill crowd these persons into their proper positions
and lift Spiritualism above their plane. The fierce opposition
we have encountered only strengthens our determination. If
necessary, we could do the entire work, editorial and mechan-
ical, of the Spiritual Scientist in its present form; therefore,
both friends and foes can rest assured that we shall continue
to do in the future as we have done in the past No surren-
der when victory in within reach.

IS THERE ANY DANCER ?

The more advanced “ materializations” of Washington,
John King, etc., carry steel swords, pistols, etc., and it i*
hinted that these weapons may deter “ professional spirit
grabbers" from attacking them. Thomas Hazard says in
the Banner :—

“ Yet were a powerful and maiignant-apinted man to seize
and bold in his grasp any one of the fully developed terms
that walk out ot the cabinet whilst Holmes is in the cage,
not ten thousand liars of iron or twice as many strong locks
or bolts might suffice to hold him prisoner there, or prevent
bin spirit guardians from uniting the separated vital elements,
even at the cost of placing their mediums in the arms of his
bitter foe, and thus again apparently exposing his fraudulent
tricks."

Thomas, we agree with you ia the conclusion, but not <n
the premises. Whenever you seise one of those fully maleri-
nfizrd “ young maidens in white,”* you will have her sure.
The theory at uniting the separated vital elements is pecu-
liarly your own, sod we hope you enjoy it. Did the “spirits™
separate any vital aieasenta at Mrs. Bennett's ? and did they
waist them when “Sunflower” was taken out of the trap in the
Boort It were better for Spiritualism if the spirits could
aahe the separated wit* of some of the credulous witnesses
M these Punch and Judy wonder shows.

SCIENTIST.

ORGANIZATION.

Messrs. Peebles, Bruce, Watson and others, have made
rapid progress during the past two months in organizing spir-
itual societies, both state and local. The Banner says in
speaking of Mr. Peebles:—

“ His idea of organization is a correct one, and one with
which we have always affiliated. let us unite everywhere ;
local societies on a financial and business foundation are the
need of the hour—these can justly act together through their
regularly appointed delegatus in State Conventions, and, if
desired, in a National organization, should the need of such a
arise. We must present some front to the advancing hosts
of theologic bigotry and sciolistic turpitude.

This is good music to march by, but it doesn’t fight the
battle. There is nothing practical aboutit. The workers
above alluded to, mapped out a plan, raised the standard and
went about, amid opposition at the start, be it remembered,
open opposition, laboring to gather into societies those who
were awaiting_such a movement. These societies have a
basis more substantial than a “ financial and business founda-
tion.” They are for Spiritualism nol for money, and therefore
will grow and prosper. When, organization becomes more
general, sensuality, imposture and corruption will receive a
death blow.

A FEW SUGGESTION S CORRECTED.

We first heard-of J. M. Roberts, Esq., in connection with
the Holmeses of Philadelphia Possibly he may have figured
in Spiritualism before that time; we acenowledge one igno-
rance in some particulars. This gentleman does not like our
remarks in relation to him, chiefiy, we think, because he places
his own interpretation on them. In other words he sets up
a man of straw and wants space in our columns to knock him
down. With the exception of a few extracts relating to the
sentence in dispute, we respectfully decline his composition.
It is eminently suitable for the Banner of Light to which we
refer him. If some few sentences in his letter are intended
as threats, we desire to inform him that we heard the same
kind of talk before and still live. In a letter accompanying
his communication, Mr. Roberts says, “itis a part of my
religion to resist and resent injustice.” We fail to see its
application. We said in the Scientist No. 9, that Mr. Roberts
was the chief supporter and defender of the Holmeses of Phil-
adelphia. He says in his communication that he is not all
right Judging from the number of letters he has written in
their behalf we thought him entitled to this distinction, and
certainly we have no objection to making this correction.
Concerning whal the Holmeses have done and can do, Mr
Roberts is welcome to his own opinions, we have no room
for them. His success at Philadelphia when dealing with
newspapers should not turn his head.

THE R. P. JOURNAL ON TEST CONDITIONS.

A simple fastening, that we have often suggested, by plac-
ing a pocket handkerchief around the medium’s neck, then
sew and seal the threads with sealing wax, so that when the
medium is seated in a chair the ends of the handkerchief can
be brought through a staple, securely fastened in the wall
back of the mediums neck, and the threads again sealed, wiil
prevent genuine mediums from committicg fraud, as some
often do, and always save seekers of truth from being imposed
upon by impostors.

Now, if good mediums wiii continue to be misled by un-
wise friends, and bring upon themselves the maledictions of
the public, they must not expect much sympathy from honest
seekers for trqth, even if they are known to have mcdiumistic
powers for some phases of spirit manifestations.

IMPOSTERS AND THEIR SUPPORTERS.

| Constant attendants on seances—generally dead-heads—
are more to blame for the tricks of genuine mediums, and out-
and-out impostors, than any other class of people. They are
the loudest in their objections to lestcoodilioDs. They arc
always ready to say “ No, no! we know the medium to be
honest, and don't want any test-conditions.” They always
protest against test-conditions, be it a good medium or an ott
exposed impostor, that holds the seamt.—Re/igio Pkitosophi
tai Journal. ,

The Religio hits the nail on the head. The greater portion
of the windy accounts of wonderful doings at the Punch and
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Judy shows are written by persona who pay nothing for their
admission. “ Vindication” seance* are generally composed
of free tickets. These *“ veterans,” men and women, are al-
ways to be found in the front seat. In one early Investigation
we looked upon them in the same light as we do the “cappers"”
at a mock auction. They get the wonderful tests, see all the
sights, are on terms of familiarity with the “ guides,” and keep
their longues wagging to the disgust of everyone else in the
audience. These people have been in the front ranks, not
only of seances, but of Spiritualism, long enough. They have
crowded out a very desirable elemeut, and it is time for them
to take a back seat.

A SUGGESTION.

If W. Irving Bishop desires to perfect himself in all the
spiritual manifestations, he should practice painting while
blindfolded. Mrs. Lutie Blair, with her eyes bandaged in
any manner, so that it is an absolute impossibility that she
can use her material sight, will paint a very resentable pic-
ture of leaves and flowers in the space of from sttfTo eight
minutes. More than this, she has but one arm. Further-
more, the cups containing the colors may be noiselessly
changed in position, or covered with a sheet of paper, and
some intelligence will detect the movement. How powerless
Spiritualists seem to be in these times. A little enterprise
would place some of our remarkable mediums on the Music
Hall platform and give the public an opportunity to judge
between their manifstations and the exhibitions of these so-
called exposures of Spiritualism. The imposture can be
imitated, and the Imitations exposed ; but ihe phenomena of

Spiritualism are facts. However they may be treated, they
will still remain facts.

HOW PSYCHO IS WORKED.

London has a wonderful automaton knswn as *“ Psycho,”
o which several allusions were made in the Slade trial. The
original inventor, when under oath, said that he should be
very glad if anybody were to make known how Psycho was
worked. The London Spiritualist solves the problem bv
saying:—

Psycho is worked by varying the pressure of the air inside
the glass cylinder on which the automaton stands; the com-
pression of the air acts like a push, and the partial exhaus-
tion of the air acta like a puli. The pushing and pulling
action of this invisible rod—for committee men are not like
proverbial pigs able to see the wind—the push and pull of this
rod, we say, starts and stops clockwork machinery at the
proper moment inside the automaton. The air enters and
leaves the glass cylinder through the gTeen baize or other
fabric through which the cylinder stands, portions of the air
channel being concealed under the baize. There are two
ways of working the figure. In the one case, the pedestal
may be directly connected with the air-pump apparatus by
means of a pipe passing through the stage. In the other case
the figure may stand upon a pedestal connected with no pipe.
Compressed air is then contained in a metallic vessel inside
the pedestal, and its escape is permitted or stopped at will by
means of an electro-magnetic valve. To work this valve,
the feet of the pedestal are connected with fine wires running
through the stage to the battery and the electrical commu-
tator.

Any committee men who srish to stop the working of Psy-
cho, can do so by placing a large folded newspaper over the
top of the pedestal, so that air cannot be blown backwards
and forwards into the bottom of the glass cylinder; but they
must watch closely that Mr. Maskelyne does not punch a hole
in their newspapers to let air through. Another way of stop-
ping the wonting of Psycho is to mount the bottom of the
glass cylinder upon three or four bungs, which anybody may
uke in kis pocket to the Egyptian Hall. If the bottom of the
cylinder is thus removed from the surface of the green baize,
no blowing of air through the baize will much vary the pres-
sure of that inside the cylinder.

To use the words mvrmured at Bow street by a gentleman
who shall be nameless, “ Psycho is nothing but an air-barrel
with a Bulgarian atrocity on the top.

To do them justice, no persons have been more active in
its work of squelching humbug than the earnest Spiritualists
themselves; that clast represented by the Spiritual Scientist,
a paper that is probably more bitterly execrated by the money-
making mediums than any outside journal, however contemp-
tuous.—SprintfitU Refukliean.
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When the editor of the Spiritual Scientist says of Mrs
Hardy's seaaces that “ every one under strict test conditions
has been a perfect failure,” be says what he could not know
to be true, and what | know to be false. No conditions could
be more strictly test conditions than those under which | ob-
tained the first paraffine molds that were obtained through
her mediumship.—F tof. William Denton.

We say again, in spite of Prof. Denton's assertion, that
every seance under strict, test conditions has been a fail ire.
Mrs. Hardy has not demonstrated that she can obtain para-
ffine molds in the way she claims ; namely by the materializa-
tion and dematerialization of spirit hands. Furthermore, the
evidence against her is more sound and conclusive than any
that is given in her favor. Without doubt Prof. Denton
thinks he saw all that he claims to have teen. The witnesses
against her are even more positive in their testimony and
several of them swear to having teen the time thing at the
same time. They are Spiritualists willing and anxious to
believe, in the genuineness of Mrs. Hardy's physical med-
iumship. She could very easily remove any doubt from the
mind of a person as open and candid as any one of the New
York Seven.

THE USE OFHNOXIOUS*ANIMALS.

Swedenborg says that ferocious, noxious and venomous
animals and poisonous plants, have their origin from hell, and
that they are natural representatives of the various kinds of
evil which exist in hell. And it would probably be impossible,
in accordance with the general laws of Divine order, to pre
vent the birth and existence of these noxious creatures in a
world where evil so generally prevails as it does here. But
this does not quite satisfy us.

It is so natural and proper to suppose that every created
thing must exist for the sake of some kind of use, that the
question often occurs, what can b* tbs use of these evil and
noxious animals t And the answer to this question in many
cases teems very difficult to discover. But it may be suggest-
ed, that by the direction of the efforts of evil spirits, into
endeavors to do injury to man through these noxious animals,
their efforts are diverted from doing him so much internal
and spiritual injury as they otherwise would and could. Thus
a lesser evil is substituted for a greater one, and this Is, at
least, a negative, if not a positive, gooo. 1 do not recollect
whether Swedenborg sari this, or anything directly leading to
it, but it seems tu be a very probable inference. Swedenborg
certainly teaches very plainly, that everything esists for the
sake of fome sort of use, even those evil things which exist
only by Divine permission.

Another thing | believe to be quite 'rue, which is so nearly
analogous to that which is mentioned above, that it may be
proper to mention it in the same coanection; namely, that
the endeavors of evil spirits to do man internal and spiritual
injury, are sometimes, by the Divine Providence, turned from
their original purpose, and diverted into the production of
bodily diseases, when they cannot be wholly repressed.

At New York, Sunday, November, 12th—Professor Felix
Adler, of Cornell University, at corner oi Broadway and sand
street, before a very large and intelligent audience, delivered
a lecture upon Immortality, Having premised by stating the
belief in materialism or extinction of life, thought and spirit
at death, extended bace of the Christian Era, and was best
given more definite attempted demonstration by the latter day
Scientists, and that faith in immortality was coeval with the
earliest knowledge of our race, he asserted that there was no
proof or knowledge of the subject among us, and never had
been. He quoted Tyndall to sustain his assertion that Sci
enlists could but give the taw. and could not detect the why
of what we sec and feel. They could not account lor con-
sciousness. thougo they did demoastrote clearly there were a
connection betwi * >the motlots of the molecules of the beam
and the manifestations of consciousness. Wherefore he con-
cluded there exists not now and never has existed evidence
that life is extinguished with the body, nor that H couriuues
beyond the grave, and that we cannot do better than car* wed
for the bodies of ourselves sod our feOows doing our foty by
all.  So would our memoirs live after as. He wwuad ap by

deprecating the teaching of children any dmtrines an ksfalhblu
which were not clearty indubitable, picturing vividly their
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steering when the mind ia riper years finds evidence (hat its
foundation rock is not impregnable, bat carried by assault.

Prof. Adler is a young man of much promise, said to be the
son of a Jewish Rabbi, and to have graduated from Columbia
College, NewlJYork, but a few years ago. He has evidently
much to learn on the subject of the proofs of Immortality, and
plenty of time to learn itia. The world is alive with these
proofc all about him, but he must first master the material
before he secs the spiritual. He will see this in due time.

s Spiritualist.

SPIRITUAL

APPROACHING INVESTIGATION OF SPIRITUAL
PHENOMENA BY DR. CARPENTER AND OTHERS

A fortnight ago it was announced in these pages that
Mrs. M. F. Kane, better known to Spiritualists as “ Maggie
Fox,” has arrived in England form the United States. Mrs.
Kane, is the widow of the well-know Arctic Explorer, Dr.
Kane, who, when in England, was frequently an honored
guest at the dinner table of Her Majesty the Queen. She is
also the elder sister of Kate Fox, through whose mediumship
the phenomena of modern Spiritualism first presented them-
selves in America, in the year 1847. Mrs. Kane bears the
reputation in America of being a powerful and reliable medi-
um. She is now the guest of Mr. H. D. Jencken, the barris-
ter, who informs us that in her early days she was submitted
to a series Ol investigations by committees in New York,
Philadelphia, Washington, Cincinnati and other States in the
Union. Among those who composed the committees were
Mr. Horace Greeley, Mr. N. P. Willis, Judge Edmonds,
Governor Taimadge, Mr. George D. Premice, i"of. Hare,
Mr. Fenaimore Cooper, and Mr. Cassius M. Clay. At Wash-
ington, several Secretaries of Stale and Senators joined the
committee formed in that city. At the sittings in the pres-
ence of these committees, both K te and Maggie Fox were
subjected to various tests, and at the seances tne motions of
objects and direct spirit writing were outained. Mr. Jencken
further informs us that the reports of these committees were
all so favorable as to give a great impetus to the progress of
Spiritualism in America. Tne same power continues with
thcac ladies, and ia dow to a certain extent available for the
information of some of the more educated and intelligent of
the Eogflah public.

Dr. Carpenter has had strong prejudice against Spiritual
ism; praoably nobody has written or spoken more against it,
but recently he appears to have wisely cast aside these pre-
judices, and te be willing to take part in a candid inveskga-
lion. He consequently has resolved to avail himself of the
privilege of holding a few sittings with Mrs. Kane in his own
house, and it is to be hoped that the phenomena produced
will be as satisfactory as those which took place in her pres-
ence during a weeks investigation at Fennimore Cooper's
Institution in New York.

At present we have no direct knowledge of the nature of
Mrs. kane's mediumship, except in connection with a mani-

tatkm of spirit power which took place last Monday even-
at the house of Mr. and Mrs. Jencken. Mrs. MakdougaU
gory, Mr. Chnries Blackburn, of Manchester, and a medi-

* gentleman were also present Raps so loud that they

fght have been beard ia the room below, came in profusion

n the table, caairs, floor, and any object not far from the

tedium. The lid of a piano in the room was closed and
lacked, after which a message was given by raps, requesting
those present who could do so to sing. Every now and then
some notes 00 the closed piano were thumped, keeping time
m a rough kind of way 10 the words altered by the singers.
This wan done lor n line or two at a time ; then during an in-
.erval of five or six lines of singing, no sounds were produc-
ed, as if the power failed at times, but now and then became
reinforced. From past experience we have little doubt that
the keys were struck by n partially materialized spirit hands
inside the enclosed space above them.

We have been informed that one of the moat-common
manifestation obtained through Mrs. Kane’s mediumship is
direct writing without contact with human hands.

A REVEREND'S OPINION OF BISHOP.

In the Daily Globe, the Rev. Carlos C. Carpenter writes,
of Bishop's unsatisfactory and inconclusive performance at
da* Musk Hall recently. As Mr. Cerpenter "is not s»i
never was a Spiritualist * his opinions are the more valuable.
We make a few extracts. He says:—

Six.—It seems, then, that Mr. Bishop has concluded his
* explanations,” and that we are not to have the privilege of
Siring him duplicate his o n tricks. And therefore jt is time
M say publicly and emphatically that hit so-caHed “exop.ure”
«M eminently unsatisfactory and inconclusive The "ex
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planation " explained nothing. The *“ exposure " exposed
nothing, unless we except the manifest ignorsnee and conci
of the performer. And with this judgment numbers of people
—not Spiritualists—who attended the exhibition in Music
Hall, will ceincide. One gentleman was heard to remark at
the conclusion of the “ exposure,” that he had never believed
in Spiritualism, had indeed considered it an imposture, but the
weakness of Mr. Bishop's explanation made him feel that
probably there was “something in it.” It would teem the
fitting thing that the learned gentleman of the committee who
invited Mr. Bishop'to Boston, and who presided at the cere-
monies, should give the public a statement of results. And
are we to interpret their silence as a confession that the opin
ion expressed above is also their own ? The truth is, that
Mr. Bishop’s promises were much larger than his perform-
ance. He comes, he says, in answer to the invitation " to give
a public exhibition of the very natural mcaos by which many
of the charac'eristic phenomena of Spiritualism are wrought.”
In the circular containing the programme of the evening, it is
announced that: u *

Mr. Bishop proposes to perform in public, and in the full
light, the feats which have defied the scrutiny of eminent sci.
entitle gentlemen in England as well as in this country, and
which at last convinced them that the agency was supernatur-
al. After the phenomena have been presented iu the same
manner in which they are expibited by the leading mediums
of England and America the modus operandi will be exhibited
and explained. *

Such was the promise. How was it fulfilled ? The answer
may be found in what follows. Of the several cabinet tricks
performed within the curtain, only two, as | have said in a
previous note, were repealed before the audience, and those
two manifestly the least wonderful and the least difficult of
performance, and neither of them could be classed with the
“ characteristic phenomena of Spirilulisem'»

Mr. Carpenter here reviews the leaning feature of the exhi-
bition. He considers Bishop's answer of “ unconscious cere-
bration,” when asked how he read a name in a sealed envelope
was not an explanation in any sense of the word. In what
few tricks that Bishop performed in view of the audience, the
bodily contortions were very violent and painful tu witness;
while the blind folded committee sitting with him when the
guitar played, bells rang and things moved generally, testified
"that they felt no appreciable movement in the performer’s
body." Says Mr. Carpenter in dosing;—

But these apparent contradictions he exchsed himself from
explaining. And so ends the last " exposure of Spiritualism.”
If it be urged in reply te this criticism that Mr. Biahop dis-
closed toa newspaper reporter the " natural means "’ by which
he performed hi* tricks, it ia a sufficient answer to say that
he was invited to Boston, not to tell how they are done, but to
do them in the "full light” and before the eyes ot his audi-
ence. And this was the promise made in the most intelligible
language, but the performance was chiefly conspicuous in be-
ing false to this definite pledge. And what is to be inferred ?
Either, it would seem, that some motive, mercenary or other-
wise, withholds Mr. Bishop from doing as he agrees, or that
he is unable to fulfil his own promise. And whichever way
thia is decided it reveals him as one of the impostures which
need exposing.

It, is, perhaps, unnecessary to add that the writer is not
and never was a Spiritualist, but is a believer In honesty and
fair play, and has a very positive conviction that all shams
and frauds, whether concocted by Spiritualist or anti-Spirit-
ualist, ought to be abated.

PHOTOGRAPHI tT]g THE INVISIBLE.

T he Boston Herald has a few writers who know something
about Spiritualism, and can therefore write understandingly
on the subject It has others who manifest their ignorance
in every assertion. Last Sunday there appeared an article on
“Spirit Pictures.” It contained nothing new in its explana- '
lions of bow they might be produced. Educated Spiritualists
not only in Europe but in this country have carefully guarded
against all of these deceptive processes, and many others not
noticed therein. Scientific men, with a full knowledge of the
art of photography, have demonstrated* that the camera will

take cognizance of objecta not visible to the human eye ;
furthermore, the experiment can be repealed at will.
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T he greatest churchman of Europe is
no more—the man who, more than any
other, guided and shaped the destinies
of the Roman Cfitholic Church for the
past thirty yeafi has laid down crorier
and mitre, and now sleeps with his fel-
low-worms the long, still sleep of death.
The Ceed”el «M boro to command, and

unpitying administration of law Buy be
attributed the loss of the States of the
Church, and of the Pontifical City itself,

| Itraarentanas hoped, the more liberal
feared his succession to the good-natured
amiable Pius 1X, but all speculations on
that head are quieted now; the present
incumbent of the Chair of St. Peter de-
fying all predictions, and in spile of his
physicians living on in the enjoyment of
ordinary good health, and showing in his
extreme longevity the good results of an
even temper, an amiable disposition, and
a temperate life. May be continue to
live many years yet

Rev. De. McGibboh, having just re-
turned to Australia from New York, ts
enlightening that regioo with recitals of
the shortcomings of American churches.
The doctor is especially aggrieved by re-
membrances of Dr. Hall's church. “ I’
submit,” he says, “ that the magnificence
of the temple in which Dr. Hall minis-
ters, its gorgeous exterior, its massive
steeple, its elaborate windows, its luxuri-
our pews, its richly carpeted and uphols-
tered stairs and seats, and skylight, its
polished wood its unique everything,
costing $2,000,000, ought to be condemn-
ed as a sinful waste, and a practical
notice to the poor that here the goapel
and the ordinances of Christ are intend-
ed for the rich.”

It is said thatsince Rev. I. S. Kalloch
abandoned secular life and went back to
the ministry he has taken San Francisco
by storm. He is editor of the Baptist
paper, president of the Baptist college
and president of the missionary hoard.
No place can hold the people—neither
church nor theatre. A building is going
up on the model of Tremont Temple to
seat 3000 people. One man subscriber
$100,000 towards the budding. His
friends says that two years of steady
work in California will place him among
the foremost ministers in the land.

Dr. R. H. Stores is one of the few
clergymen who refuse “ loud cans.” H,
was invited to Fifth Avenue Brick church
on the top of Murray Hill, at a ."alary of
$10,000 and a millionaire offered to pur-
chase a house which readily told for
$65,000 before the panic, and to furalth
It handsomely from top to bottom for
his use while he remained pemtor of the
church. And yet he would not accept.

T he celebrated old I'ariaprison of St.
Pelagic ia to be demolished. It was
built in 1665 as t convent for penitent
women and turned into a prison m 1790.
Madame Bcauharnais, afterward the Em-
press Josephine, and Madame Roland,
were both incarcerated there during the
reign of terror. The latter wrote her
Mrmoires there before going to eaecu
tfon. Under the restoration, the poet
Beranger waa one of its inmates on ac-
count of bia nudacious attacks 00 mon-
archy. Under the government of Louis
Philippe, Barbes waa a prisoner them,
and, during the Commune, Chandey, who
fell by the bullets of the Federalists,
shouting “ Vive la Kepubhque I"

Prof. P. C. Taite, of the University
of Edinburgh, in his lectures on recent
advances in physical science, lately pub

lished, considers the question how long
life has been possible on the earth. He
concludes that 10,000.000 years Is “ the
Utmost that can he allowed from the
physical point of view, for all the chang-
es that have taken place on earth's sur-
face since vegetable life of the lowest
known form was capable of existing
there." Opposed to this is the view of
the most eminent modem geologists, that
at least yno,000,000 years hate passed
away since terrestrial life begaa.

It is certainly no agreeable task Iha
Mr. Beecher's friends are so unwisely
forcing upon the patient and thoughtful
men of our churches and religious as-
sociations. But if they imagine that
they can ever gain the indorsement of
our churches for him, prior the complete
vindication of his character from the
numerous and ugly charges which are
waiting for a tribunal to try them, either
they or we greatly mutake the moral
sense and the common sense of our de-
nomination.— Vtrmtm! Cirtmul*.

T he Jewish congregation hi Hartford
is in a row. The trustees suspended the
rabbi, bat he went into the pulpit, pushed
aside the man who had beea engaged to
ssucceed him, and condacted the worship.
After that the doors were kept closed
A lawsuit has been commenced. The
trouble grew out of a split on the ques-
tion of changing the services to suit lib-
ral tendencies.

T here is a stern truth which ia strong
er than all Spartan lessons:—Poverty is
he master ill of the world.

T he battist papers have been finding
great sport in the comments of some
Episcopalian papers on Sunday school
lesson of the Eunuch’s baptism. And
yet, tf the Eunuch had wanted to be im-
mersed, would be have gone to Philip *
brooks ?—tndtptnitut.

How admirable and beautiful is the
simplicity of the Evangelists 1 They
never speak injuriously of the enemies
of Jesus Christ, of his judges, nor of hit
executioners. They report the facta
without a single reflection. They com
ment neither of their Mister's mildness,
when he waa smitten, nor of his cen-
euncy ia the hoar «f his ignominious
death, which they thus describe : “And
they crucified Jesus." Rm iins,

It has beea decided to erect a Liber-
al Hall at Ogfcad, England, to a cost of
.£1,500, to be raised by 10s shares. A
site between New HaU and George
streets has been secured, and plan* for
the proposed hall has been prepared by
Mr. Codd, and accepted. The principal
room will be oa the second story, and
will scat 250 persona, being 36 feet by
34 lent, nod so feto high, with roved
ceiling.

Germax AVTHBorotocurs are agi-
tating the problem whether the brsnetu
population of that country entered K
from ltaly, ot whether a largepropertsoa
of the early German blondes were an ar-
tificial proifectiea. H is known from
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A senes & amobiofraphkal papers, with cxtracU
bum the roc

Magical Seance*. &e.,

BILLOW. VALLa, VERMONT.

'PHE FRENCH AND VIENNESE
I System of Electrical Cure

4c,
THE HEOIROAL VARCR BATH

1be found a delightful and avigoratiag lestorativr

WPS made by the Electrical Cranial Ding

lis, the greatest discovery of  idem science, and

iin whlchh the most obocur s of disease sre de-
witl

n | West Cheater Park, Boston
SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST
A WBNKLV JOVIMAL OF
Spiritual Science Literature, Art,
and Inspiration.

TERMS *2.50 PER ANNUM,

soarAM IHCUND.
Soientikt Publishing (‘oropany,

ROfIITOM HAM,



