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Q u e s t i o n .—Are persons who are fond of music, poetry and 
the fine arts more apt to be mediums than those of coarse, 
sensual tastes ? I recognize the fact that we are all to some 
extent mediums, but I mean one who would pass into the 
unconscious state and be an instrument for unseen powers.

A nsw er.—T hat “persons who are fond of music, poetry, 
and the fine arts”  are more apt to be mediums than those of 
“coarse, sensual tastes,”  is true; but sensuality is not adverse 
to mediumship, for it implies merely a greater development 
of sensibility and appetite, with less controlling power; and 
uncontrolled sensibility or sensitiveness is a condition highly 
favorable to mediumship. Moderate indulgence in wine or 
free indulgence in tobacco is not adverse to mediumship, and 
roffee and tea may be considered favorable to it. Purijy, 
delicacy, modesty, refinement, sensitiveness, poetic taste and 
genius are all highly favorable to mediumship, but pure, 
unselfish, devoted love in all its forms is still more favorable. 
The love that clings to the memory of the departed and 
dwells for hours on sweet memories of theii presence is gen­
erally accompanied by their spiritual presence and influence.

The elements of character most adverse to mediumship are 
the same which are most adverse to all soul progress—selfish­
ness, avarice, jealousy, stubbornness, combatativeness, scorn, 
arrogance, cruelty, malice and pure muscular animality.

Mediumship as a phase of character belongs to the higher 
type of civilization to which the world is advancing, but can­
not attain general development or prevalence until a higher 
social condition shall diminish the harrassing enmities, strife, 
selfishness and animality of our present social order. But 
mediumship is not in the group of heroic virtues, it belongs 
to the group of unselfish, yielding qualities, which render its 
possessor less capable of sell-dt fence, more liable to yield to 
the force of circumstances, and more worthy of the kind care 
and protection of stronger natures.

Q u e s t i o n .—Does your psychology of the brain lead you 
to conceive that there might be a spiritual intelligence, an 
incarnation of all the higher qualities, so evenly balanced 
that e. ch would be in harmony with the other, and the indi­

vidual possessing this development would be necessarily in a 
state of perfect happiness because of the harmony ?

A nsw er.—You are certainly right in supposing there may be 
a superior organization of brain and soul, in which the elements 
of character are harmoniously combined, the tendency of which 

! is to perfect happiness. This charming result does not de­
pend so much upon harmony or proportion in the faculties as 
upon the positive strength of the nobler endowments.

Observe this—that when the posterior part of the upper 
; surface of the brain has a large development we have this 

happy and successful organization, in which the strength of 
character resists all depressing influences, achieves success 
despite of adverse circumstances, overcomes temptation, 
maintains an unvarying flow of admirable sentiments and 
noble deeds, and becomes an elevating influence for society.

In the following profiles 
the inner line represents the 
common - place character — 
the outer line the profile of 
the nobler nature, which in­
stead of quarrelling with the 
world and living in discon­
tent achieves success by su­
perior powers, and leads soci­
ety by moral superiority.

1 refer especially not to the 
anterior but to the posterior 
portion of the upper surface 
of the brain, because in the 
latter are found the power of 

will and other moral energies without which our virtues are 
of but little value in the bat tie of life.

Whether in the present state of human knowledge, we are 
justified by science and philosophy in recognizing “a divine 
principle, a something beyond our conception in this stage o f 
existence,”  as questioned in your letter, may, I think, be an* 
swered in the affirmative.

I am fully aware of the difficulties in the personal idea of 
a god which has been current for centuries, an idea equally 
debasing, unphilosopbic and irreverent, for it is not even 
respectably anthromorphic; it is a conception of a being en­
tirely finite and far below the noblest form of human nature.

The God of Philosophy is not absolutely “ unknowable,”  
but is far beyond the vulgar limitations of the popular theolo­
gy, which to a reverent nature seem little short of blasphemy. 
A treatise on the Divine idea cannot be condensed into the 
limits of this reply, but that such a conception must be en 
tertained as legitimate, aside from all historical considers 
tions and all superstitious impulses is, I think, sufficiently 
obvious.

The only alternative to the infinite spiritual idea of God in 
the belief that the potencies of all that exists are to be found
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in miller, and tl.it spiritual or mental existence is but deriva­
tive from the material, if not merely phenomenal and transi­
tory, without any character of substantial entity.

We have reached the final solution of this question, which 
annihilates the theory of Materialism and demolishes the 
claims of Spencer, Huxley, Tyndal and their sympathisers to 
be recognised as philosophers. Matter and spirit have dis­
played their powers, and spirit has shown itself paramount. 
The hardest iron and the thickest wall yield as impalpable 
ether to the touch of spirit power. The belief that matter is 
absolutely indestructible has been cast into the limbo of 
ancient ignorance, with the theory that the earth is flat. The 
basic opinion of all past science has been annihilated. In 
the presence of spirits matter is suddenly organized before 
us and as suddenly dissipated. The invisible controls the 
visible. Spirit proves to be a paramount reality and matter 
bet a form which vanishes at the command of its master. 
Spirit, therefore, is the primal part, the basis of the universe, 
and spirit we know is allied with wisdom and love, and there­
fore capable of accounting for the wisdom and love with 
which the universe is filled. The spirit of man is a fragment 
• i  the infinite spirit (as his body is a fragment of the material 
universe) and cannot grasp the mighty source of its existence; 
but when we know by scientific experiment that S p irit it the 
Lard o f t i t  L 'm vtn t, we may rest content in this truth (which 
has been in all past times dimly perceived by intuition) and 
wait for that progress of philosophy, which having placed its 
feet on the threshold of wisdom, in the positive knowledge 
that the infinite cause is a spirit and not a fiery material 
vapor, will surely proceed (and is proceeding) to trace our 
relations to that Divine Spirit and learn something of its 
nature by inference from the divine spark in man, as we learn 
something of inaccessible stars by spectroscopic analysis.

Translated sod prepared »ith  Ike r o t , ,  and eirlaaattona, tor tha Spiritual
"  ' ,  try "a tdok*. "

O C C U L T  P H IL O S O P H Y . 

HENRY CORNELIUS AGRIPPA,

C O U N S E L L O R  T O  C H A R L E S  F I F T H ,  (E M P E R O R  O F  G E R M A N Y ) 
AND JU D G E  O F  T H E  P R E R O G A T IV E  C O U R T S.

1m a v s m r m a c  data celebrated work of Henry Cornelius Aerippa to the readers 
aI tka Spare raj seamtiat, I hardly think an apologe would be in good taste, yat 

R aw  tha reputation ot tha work, the reader's anticipation may tar n e e d  tha ut.
Ilian, aa Agrippa distinctly asserts ta hie own

carries with it an 
penetrate the rubbish

T ha reader will ha

Magic
int ol drill wood, and happy 

the clear waters of eternal life
___f S B L  __________  if he will follow tka advice of
Agrippa and tha (sample of the bees at the same time, in gathering hooey from all-------- -----  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . of u 1____ e f Sow ers la  good faith tha friead of all lovera of truth and . l l f i l q

B e  DOHA.

C H A P . X X III .

H o w  to  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  S t a r  N a t u r a l  T h i n g s  a r e  s u b j e c t  to . Ot 
a w la r y  T h i n g s .

IT ts very difficult to determine the star or sign which any 
thing is subject to, yet it may be discovered by a certain 

agreement with the rays, motion, or aspect of the superiors. 
They may also be known sometimes by their colors and odors, 
and also when the effects of their actions are in agreement 
with certain stars.

So solary things, or things subject to the power of the 
Sun, are in the elements, the lucid flame; in the humors, 
the pore blood and spirit of life ; in tastes, that which h 
sharp and sweeL In metals, gold because of Its splendor, 
and the cordiality it receives from the Sun. Amongst stones 
they whose golden radiancy resembles the Sun, like the glit­
tering eagle-stone which is efficacious against falling sickness 
and poisons, also the stone called the eye of the Sun, because 
its shape Is like the apple of the eye, and emits rays from the 
centre ; it soothes the brain and strengthens the eye ; the 
carbuncle also which shines by night has a virtue which 
neutralises all gaseous poisons , In the chrysolite, a stone of 
a light green color, (when held up against the Sun, there 
appears a shining golden star, which assists all the organs 
for breathing, and Is good for the asthma ; and if it be bored 
through, the hole filled with the mane of aa ass and bound to 
the left arm, it will drive away Idle fancies, melancholy fears, 
and foolishness. There is also a stone called iris, of a crys­
talline color, sometimes sexagon in form, if the upper part 
of U receives the rays of the Sun snd the under part be 
kept ia the shade, it will reflect a rainbow on the opposite

wall. And the heliotrope, a stone green like the jasper or 
| emerald, variegated with red spots, makes a man constant, 
renowned and famous, and is con ducive to long life ; and if 

; the juice of the herb of the same name be hxcd upon it and 
put into a vessel full of water, it will manifest a wonderful 
virtue in its effects upon the rays of the Sun, making them 
appear as if they were blood as when the Sun is eclipsed ; 
and with the aid of the herb heliotrope—so called because it 
follows the Sun—its gffects upon the eyes of men are still 

| more wondertul for it will obscure and dazzle the sight so 
! that he who carries it cannot look upon it. These things arc 
1 substantiated by Albertus Magnus and William of Paris in 
their writings.

[ The Sun also conveys a virtue to the hyacinth against 
j poisons and pestilential vapors ; he who carries it is rendered 
' safe and acceptable, it also conduc es to wealth and wit, and 
i strengthens the heart; and if held in the mouth cheers the 
| spirits in a wonderful manner. Tljere is a'so a stone called 
i Pyrophyltis, of a red mixture, wh.'.h according to Albertus 

Magnus, .'Esculapuis speaks of in one tf  his epistles to Octa- 
j vius Augustus, saying that there is a certain poison of such 
| a wonderful cold nature, that it can preserve the heart of a 
, man from burning, when plucked out and thrown into a fire,
I and instead is turned into the stone pyrophylus. It has a 
j wonderful charm against poison and makes him who carries it 
famous and a dread to his enemies.

But the most solary of stones is that reported to have been 
found by Apollonius, called the pautaura, which attracts other 
stones as the lode stone does iron, and is the best antidote to 
poisons ; by some it is called pantherus, because it is spotted 

I like the panther; also pantochras, because it contains all 
colors; Aaron calls it evanthum. There are other solary 
stones such as the topaz, chrysopase, ruby, and balagius, the 

j  orpiment and all things of a golden or brilliant color.
There are also solary plants and trees, which turn toward 

the Sun, as the marigold, and t hose which fold their leaves 
on the approach of sunset, and gradually unfolds them as 
the Sun rises. The lote tree is solary, as the form of its 
fruit and leaves proves; so is peony, cellandine, balm, ginger, 
dittany, and vervain, which is used in prophesying, expiations 

j and expelling evil spirits. The bay tree is consecrated to 
Phoebus, as is the cedar, palm tree, ash, ivy, and the vine and 
whatever is an antidote to poison, and repels lightning, and 

| everything which does not suffer from the extremities of 
| winter.

Mint, mastic, zedoary, Saffron, balsam, amber, musk, yellow 
honey, lignum, aloes, cloves, cinnamon, calamus, aromatic 
pepper, frankincense, sweet marjoram and libonatis which 
Orpheus calls the sweet perfume of the Sun, are all solary.

All animals are solary which are noted for the^ courage, 
magnanimity, ambition, and pre-eminence, as the lion, king of 
beasts, the crocodile, spotted wolf, ram, boar, bull king of the 

' herd, which at Heliopotis was dedicated by the Egyptians to 
' the Sun, and called Verites, an ox wxs consecrated to Apis 
at Memphus, and a bull in Herminthus by the name of 

'■ Pathis. The wolf was also consecrated to Apollo and Lato- 
i na. The baboon is solary and possesses certain horary 
| habits, which caused the Egyptians to engrave him upon 
| their fountains.
| Among birds is the solitary phoenix, the eagle queen of 
birds, the vulture and the swan, and those which seem to call 
upon the Sun to rise, as the cock, crow and hawk ; the latter 

' in the divinity of the Egyptians is emblematic of the spirit 
and light, and by Porphyrus is classed among solary birdt.

Further, all such things as bear any likeness to solary 
effects are accounted solary, such as glow-worms and beetles, 
also, according to the opinion of Appious, those things whose 
eyes change according to the course of the Sun. Amongst 
fish, the sea-calf is pre-eminently solary as it resists lightning, 
shell-fish, the pulm o which shines at night, the Stella on 
account of its parching h tat, the strom bi and ikargari which 
follow a king, and when dried are hardened into a golden 
colored stone.

We h a v e  for sale copies of the Spirit Photograph ta k e n  
under test condiitons, a fac-simile of which was recently re­
produced in the Spiritual Scientist; a short description is 
printed on the back of the card. Sent on receipt of 30 cts.



SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST, 75

£0^ F (E gP 0 p D E > rr3 .

PH E N O M E N A L LAW.
To the E d ito r o f the Sp iritu at Scien tist:

Dear  S ir :— I write in the hope of eliciting such a reply, 
either from yourself or from some oqe of your many capable 
correspondents, as may by discussion lead to a better under­
standing of fhe varieties of phenomena classed under the 
general term Spiritualism.

It seems to me that while the masses are being attracted 
by the glare shed abroad by the reported wonders of Modern 
Spiritualism, there is, among those best qualified by critical i 
education for the exercise of just discrimination, a growing 
disposition to separate the various authentic phenomena into 
distinct classes, some of which may be mental and some 
spiritual, and the remainder a merging of one into the other. 
There is, too. a counter disposition among the mass of be­
lievers to look with suspicion upon any attempt at critical 
discrimination between one thing and another, and among 
this mass are found that smaller number who are willing (for 
the good of the cause !) to promote occasional deception. 
There is naturally a degree of enmity between incredulous 
investigators and those whose knowledge of their own per­
sonal weakness makes them fear the light of truth.

It seems to me too that there is quite a general disposition 
among spiritual devotees to require the tenants of the spirit­
ual spheres to defray all the conditional expenses of spiritual 
communion and act as performers while mortals take the role 
of passive spectators of the spiritual drama enacted for their 
entertainment.

The medium of communication between this world and the 
next may be likened unto a stupendous bridge whose piers 
rise from opposite continents and unite as an arch in the 
outer space dividing them. It seems to me that we are not 
laying with requisite care that part of the structure built on 
earth in our modern times, and that we expect spirits to meet 
us more than half way, instead of seeking how far we can as 
mortals venture into spirit-land over the thread now spanning 
the eternal gulf as a phantom bridge. It seems to me that, 
we hanker after spectacular phenomena and are making more 
effort to materialize spirits than we are to spiritualize mor­
tals, and that such a course is a retrogression in the race.

It seems to me that while phenomena appears common 
enough, in one place or another, that the laws governing are 
but very little known because those who have access to the 
book containing them would rather amuse themselves with 
looking at the pictures than read and know.

It seems to me, from experience, that whatever is observ­
able is capable of being understood by those whose cultivated 
capacities permit them to enter the sphere of causation, and, 
as an investigator who believes that whatever happens hap­
pens by law, with method even in its maddest moods, I write 
these unpleasant impressions in, the interest of the Science 
of Salvation, and trust they may receive attention at the 
hands of some one whose study of the Book of Nature has 
rendered him proficient in reading the secrets she willingly 
unfolds. Critic .

Mohawk. N. V.

S I L K  A S A NON-CONDUCTOR.
To the E d ito r o f The S p iritu a l Scientist:

I have read the article by Eugene Crowell M. D., headed 
“ An Important Discovery in Spiritualism,” in your issue of 
March 23d. Verily, “ there is nothing new under the sun.” 

That silk is a non-conductor may be a new discovery to 
Dr. Crowell, but it is not new to many, very many Spiritualists 
and mediums.

Five years ago I was instructed by my own controls, when 
I was sitting every night for development, to put a white silk 
handkerchief over my head, they were particular about the 
<iuality and I had quite a chase to find what I wanted. 1 was 
then sitting for development in clairvoyance, and was at the 
time in Pluladelphia.

Several months afterwards, I had a sitting with Mrs. C. M. 
Morrison, then of Oswego and now of Boston, and her con. 
trols advised me to put a white silk handkerchief over my 
head while sitting for mechanical drawing The controls of 
the medium with whom Dr. Crowell conducted his experi­
ments, stated their inability to control the medium whilst en­
veloped in silk. With this statement, to hold good in all 
cases, or in other words to be considered as a law, 1 must dif­
fer. In my experiments in mechanical drawing it made the 
brain passive it is true, whilst thp arms and hands were con­
trolled mechanically. In my experiments in clairvoyance 1 
never noticed any difference whatever, on the contrary, I 
always found that I was more clairvoyant when my head Was 
covered with the white silk handkerchief. As it appeared to 
me, this was explained by the brain being more passive when

covered as described, but it never interfered with my medium 
ship, on the contrary it always seemed to increase the
power. This then to me new and important discovery I 
communicated to people in various parts of the conntry and 
many of my friends used the same method for development.

Prior to the above recorded facts. I was one day investiga­
ting some ideas regarding colors, with my friend Prof. J. J. 
Jones, M. I).,o f Philadelphia, when a sick l»ed was presented 
to my vision and the attendant spirits enveloped the patient 
in silk, and the controls explained : This is a cure for insan­
ity. This was something new to Dr. Jones as well as myself. 
Still prior to this we find that the late Judge Edmonds, who 
was like myself a normal trance clairvoyant, got his visions 
by covering his head with a white silk kandkerchief and re­
clining on a couch, for an account of which his writings may 
be consulted. • •

I state only facts which can be proved. I have no desire 
whatever to rob Dr. Crowell of the merits of demonstrating 
the theory of the benefit to be derived by using silk over the 
head in cases of mental aberration, only it is not a new dis­
covery.

As regards the statement that a medium cannot be con­
trolled when enveloped in silk, I differ from it and am satis­
fied that when the medium is fully recognized as. a worker for 
the spirit world, that is surrounded and guarded by a fully • 
organized band of spirits, and is what we call a fully developed 
medium, you may envelop the medium in a bale of silk and 
the band will be able to control. We should be pleased to 
hear the statements from Dr. J. V . Mansfield, Dr. Slade, 
Charles Foster, Mrs. C. M. Morrison, the Eddys, Mrs. Katie 
B. Robinson of Philadelphia, Mrs. Mary Andrews, or any 
other fully developed medium in the country, on this subject.

F .  Voc«L.
1)1 Woodward Ave-. Detroit, Mich.

For the Spiritual Scientist.

M RS. EMMA H A R D I N G E  B R IT T E N .
H E R  f a r e w e l l  l e c t u r e  b e f o r e  t h e  s . y . a s s o c i a t i o n

O F S P IR IT U A L IS T S .

A l a r o e  and well-pleased audience greeted Mrs. Britten 
upon the evening of the 16th of April, upon the occasion 

of her “ farewell”  to New York for the present. Her subject 
was whatever questions occurred to the minds of the audi­
ence at this Lenten and Easter time. She reviewed shortly 
the gospel of Lent and Easter, and the gospel of Spiritualism 
which had come to one culmination upon the 31st of March 
last. The first has not purified the wdrld, has not been 
practical, has told mocking falsehoods about God,—that 
because the G o o d  and the T r u e  were crucified 1800 years 
ago, that the bad and the false may live to-day. Let us see - 
that Spiritualism which teaches us more practical things, out­
works our lives into a truer condition. Ours has annihilated 
death, and all possibility of atonement is taken away; it is in 
vain for us to ask, “ What shall we do to be saved ?”  but 
sooner or later we must be saved—our salvation from errors 
must come, and we must work it out for ourselves !

Various questions were presented to the speaker, which 
she handled with her well-known eloquence and acumen. 
“ The Miracles of Jesus,”  “ the Reformation of Government,” 
the “ Fate of Jesus’ body,” “ Is there a Spiritual Priest-craft 
acting upon Mediums, seeking to press out Mediumship,* 
“ Is Materialization a fact, and how is it done.”  Ans.—No, 
but those who pass from this earth, carry their opinions with 
them, and work for a time to carry them out. Good is how­
ever stronger than evil, and will prevail. ‘‘Out the soul's 
immortality be predicated on the truth that spirits live after 
this external existence.” Ans.—No, but we predicate it upon 
the truth of the impossibility of annihilation. “ How is the 
spirit o{ man originated, developed, and attracted to these 
conditions ?”  Ans.—We are scintillated from the great cen­
tral Sun of Spirit and pass through innumerable stages of 
growth before we reach Earth. “ Has man ever realized self- 
consciousness?”  Ans.—He never has hid but faint glim­
merings of the past. “ How do you distinguish between the 
different stages of existence through which the spirit has 
passed, and re-incarnation, which vou say is not true r* Ans.
— 1 compare the spirit to a seed planted in its native element 
it passes through all its stages of being and bears children, 
new seeds, which in their turn descend into the ground, and 
pass through their natural changes, but the parent seed 
never returns to its former condition—that has fulfilled its 
destiny.

New York regrets losing Mrs. Britten from among us, but 
hopes “ transplanted to that fairer clime” of Boston, that suc­
cess may crown her efforts, and her old friends gather about 
her and rejoice at her coming—Boston is to be congratulated.

\  K R 1 T A V
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H i s t o r ic a l  a n d  P h il o s o p h ic a l .

For ih« Spiritual Sciential.

A N C IE N T  T H E O S O P H Y ;
O R  S P I R I T I S M  I N  T H E  P A S T .

B Y  C H A R L E S  S O T H E R A N .

I I T hO were and are the Theosophists ? Individuals such as 
* '  have led or influenced these grand reforms—Magi or the 

wise— those who had been initiated into the mysteries of the 
Mysteries and become adepts by reason of their knowledge 
of the terrestrial and celestial worlds, of the visible and in­
visible universes, and of that of which there is nothing 
greater—N a t u r e ,  our common mother Isis, “ I am the all, 
that was, that is, that shall be.”

Those like Zoroaster, Pythagoras, Buddha, Apollonius, 
Christ and the Sages, who, throwing aside all mercenary- 
selfishness for disinterested love of wisdom, doing good to 
humanity by the healing of the sick or aiding of the poor, 
urging the identification of the worshipper and worshipped, 
and ultimate absprption in the ainsoph or Boundless, teach­
ing the neophyte to place himself under the influence of spir­
itual guides, and proving the verity  of their pretentions by 
Theurgical powers imparted eventually to their disciples after 
initiation into the Sdentia Scientiarum of the Cabala. That 
mysterious record handed down through the ages, in part 
more or less known by humanity and underlying the sacred 
books of every creed but never revealed in full except to the 
tried aspirant and that record of which Professor Molitor

everything that nature, scierce or art could show their won­
dering admirers, and which completed tne perfect apex to a 
philosophical system which we, with all our boasted nine­
teenth century progress, would do well to return to at times 
for inspiration. Let us think over this cast off envelope of a 
spirit individuality for a few minutes, and consider what 
thoughts it can furnish us with.

When the vital spark had fled from this bundle of mortality 
previous to passing, as was the Egyptian custom, over the 
lake in charge of Charon, the ferryman, and alter receiving 
the verdict of the chief of the forty-two judges sitting on 
the “ Trial of the Dead,” at which all his good virtues or con­
trary actions had been enumerated, was once a member of 
the sacred order, a Priest of Memphis under some Setho or 
Rameses.

Egyptologists, like Belzoni, Champillion, or Lepsuis, are 
unable to trace the data of the rise of the highly developed 
civilization to which he iclonged; but it is immaterial, for 
the ages have conserved us specimens of architectural art 
that neither the building craft to day are able to explain the 
the theory of putting together, nor the engineer understand 
the mode by which the incomprehensibly manufactured solid 
blocks were raised to their positions, nor the artist the 
admixture of indestructible pigments with which the walls arc 
colored. The astronomer is astonished at the accuracy with 
which some eclipse has been calculated, like that of Osorkon; 
the chemists the secrets of the forgotten compounds used by 
the profession; the physician, the mystery of the healing art 
or theurgical knowledge. The sculptor, painter and musician 
ean there trace the origin of their arts and the litterateur ; be

observes as following in his “ Philosophy of History” :—
“ The age of inconsequence in theology as well as in sciences 

is past, and since that revolutionary rationalism has left noth­
ing behind but its own emptiness, after having destroved 
everything positive, it seems now to be the time to direct 
our attention anew to that mysterious revelation which is the - 
living spring whence our salvation has proceeded. Such an 
investigation, carried out with an elevated spirit, into the 
mysteries of ancient Israel, which contain all secrets of 
modern Israel, would be particularly calculated to rouse the : 
elements of Christianity, to found the fabric of theology \ 
upon its deepest theosophical principles, and to give a firm 
basis to all ideal sciences. It would aid in opening a new j 
path to the true history of mankind, and would serve as the 
first step to a more complete understanding of the obscure 
labyrinth of the myths, mysteries, and constitutions of primi­
tive nations.”

Imbued with some sacred tradition derived from the prime- 
weal Cabala, an ignorant Fetish-man is perhaps nearer a 
realisation of the truth looking into his amulet or charm for a 
familiar spirit than a Huxley or a Tyndall who, with their 
mere scientific apprehension simply turn over the husks cast out 
by the adepts. A leprous Pariah, contemned by his fellow-man, 
wallowing in the filth of his rude hut beside the sacred river 
or a ragged Fakir under influence may have more divinity in 
(heir souls and be spiritually wiser than the learned Calcutta 
Baboo poring over the ancient Sanskrit Text or the Erudite 
European Metaphysician marking out the Science of Religion 
from the Vedas.

I would ask some of my listeners to accompany me men­
tally to the Nile Delta—cradle of all scientific Spiritism, 
—and stand with me beside an ancient Egyptian burial-place, 
a mummy pit A sarcophagus attracts our attention, covered 
over with symbols more gorgeous than those around, showing 
that some great man probably lies sleeping there. Let us 
watch our attendant Arabs open it, and observe what is div 
played: First, also covered over with hieroglyphics, is a
wooden cofin in which, when opened, we discern a roll of 
papyrus similarly inscribed; then, as our assistants unwrap 
what appears a bale of faded linen, we discover the body of 
ooe embalmed some 5,000 years ago and whose features, as 
we gaze thereon, appear to have a hectic flush and the lips 
seem parted with a smile as if sleeping.

The corpse telling its own history, we understand; but what 
is the meaning of the characters on the sarcophagus, the 
inner coffin and the rolls ? Are they merely the details of 
the rank, title, deeds and possessions of the deceased ? No; 
they are the solemn words of the “ Book of the Dead,1’ in 
which are taught the glorious truths of spirit immortality, 
the words which lived in the hearts of a people trained in

wonder-stricken at the libraries at Alexandria, or, in almost 
pre-historic times, such as that styled the “ Balsam of the 
Soul”  at Thebes.

So much for the arts and sciences of which this priest was 
an adept perchance, and then turn to the home life of the 
rich and the poor, which, if the picture writings on the walls 
or the historical records lie not, were equally happy and en­
joyable as that of our own to-day. Hut here the previous 
teaching of many coming in may urge that this race were 
idolaters—plunged in the depths of superstition ; for they 
will say, “ Is  it not well known the ancient Egyptians wor­
shipped the sun, hawks, cats, crocodiles, bulls, scarabei, lotus 
plants, and blocks of wood and stone exhibiting deities with 
fox-heads, monkey-tails and the like ?”  To such an objection 
one can readily find answer by showing that the symbols were 
not worshipped at a l l; but expressed great truths, such as 
those of astronomy—the zodiacal signs under the figures of 
Isis, our mother earth or the moon; Osiris, the sun, trus­
tifying and preserving all by the necessary heat; the symbol­
ical hawk of the latter the swift-wiud; Anubis the dog-star; 
or Python the water-monster, the Nile. This last idea the 
Christians have stolen and transformed into what the Freach 
politely term “ Le bon diable." The symbols signified no 
more than the republican tricolor or the white flag which the 
Courte de Chambprd threw aside a throne for than give up, 
or rather the principle of Legit-imitism it expressed. The 
Egyptians, as well as the Greeks and Romans, no more wor­
shiped the Sphinx or Ibis than the Christian American, doing 
his European tour, worships the Winged Lion of St. Mark 
on the Piazza beside the Doge's palace at Venice, or the 
Dove representing the Holy Ghost, or the Eagle of St. Luke 
pouring in varied colors from some old cathedral window.

We are forgetting our Memphite friend, the Egyptian 
Spiritist, who would belong to that sacred order in which, as 
Win wood Reade relates :

“ Were included not only the ministers of religion, but also 
the whole civil service and the liberal professions. Priests 
were the* royal chroniclers and the keepers of the records, 
the engravers of inscriptions, physicians of the sick and em- 
balmers of the dead ; lawyers and law-givers, sculptors and 
musicians. Most of the s :illod labo- of the cduntry was 
under their control. In uiei * hands were the linen manufac­
tories and the quarries between the cataracts. Even those 
posts in the army which required a knowledge of arithmetic 
and penmanship were supplied by them ; every general was 
attended by young priest scribes with papyrus rolls in their 
hands and reed pencils behind their ears. The clergy pre­
served the monopoly of the arts which they had invented; 
the whole intellectual life of Egypt was in them. It was they 
who with their Nilometers took the measure of the waters,
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proclaimed rood harvests to the people, or bade them prepare 
tor hungry days. It was they who studied the diseases of the 
country, compiled a pharmacopeia, and invented the segris 
which are used in our prescriptions at the present day. It 
was they who judged the living and the dead, who enacted 
laws which extended beyond the grave, who issued passports 
to paradise, or condemned to eternal infamy the memories 
of men who were no more. . . . Their power was im­
mense; but it was exercised with justice and discretion ; they 
issued admirable laws, and taught the people to obey them by 
the example of their own humble, self-denying lives.”

Such is the opinion of a modern unbiassed authority, and 
he is corroborated by old lamblicus in his ‘‘De Mysteries 1 
Aigyptiorum,” who says :—

“ The priests (of Egypt) occupied themselves alone with the 
knowledge of God, and of themselves and wisdom ; they did 
not desire any vain honors in their sacred practice, aatf did 
not give way to the imagination.”

From such a character bestowed on the adepts, there is no 
wonder that under the tutelage of these pious and enlight­
ened men the Egyptians became a prosperous and also a 
highly moral people.

Bearing in mind the truism “ Give not that which is holy to 
dogs, neither cast pearls before swinej’ they conserved for 
those who were competent a participation in the sacred truths 
of the Cabala, which underlied their whole system and only 
permitted such as were duly qualified by test or training into 
the mysteries of Isis, celebrated in the Vernal Equinox of 
Serapis in the Summer Solstice, or Osiris in the Autumnal 
Equinox. It was undeniable, from enormous power concen­
trated, that others than the hierophants should have a partic­
ipation in the highest mysteries of Spiritism, and as a rule 
the adepts simply taught the novices Moral Philosophy, the 
Exact Sciences and the divine doctrine of Spirit Immortality, 
although their greatest desire was to bring back humanity to 
the primal principles of human perfectability. In the seven 
degrees which represented the stages of man’s existence, the 
bi-fold character of Nature or Isis, as in decay and resurrec­
tion, Death and Life, of the male and female principle, Good 
find Evil, and the other forms of Dualism were insisted on. 
The continued existence of spirit life after Death had struck 
his fatal arrow, it is asserted, was proved to those admitted 
into Esotericism, by being brought face to face with the 
higher and lesser spirits who were invoked for the purpose, 
and by the aid of Theurgy ; Magnetic Clairvoyance not -nec­
essarily resulting from abnormal conditions, as some of our 
wise pseudo-scientists would urge, shaking their heads owl­
like, the past and present were repeated and the future fore­
told, and, as Strabo informs us, astonishing preturnatural 
effects were exhibited in the temples by aid of the same.

TO E E  CONTINUED.

S IL K  A “ NON-CONDUCTOR."
In our Correspondence Column, a reader of the Scientist 

in Detroit, Mich., offers several suggestions concerning the 
use ol silk by mediumistic persons. He has Hainan interest­
ing personal experience, arriving at some ol the facts which 
are presented by Dr. Crowell in his letter to the Scientist ol 
March 23. In justice to Dr. Crowell it should be said that 
in his srtide he makes no claim to any discovery, nor does 
he say that silk has the same properties in all cases; he gives 
the results of his experiments only, and upon the results ol 
these he bases an opinion that the “ silk possesses a quality 
which can be made use of to ward off or intercept the mag­
netic or psychologiring force or influence employed by disem­
bodied spirits in controlling the organs and senses of certain 
mediumistic persons."

In an editorial upon the subject we said that it remained 
for Dr. Crowell to utilire this knowledge. Others may have 
known the fact—Dr. Crowell was the first to give it the requi­
site publicity. In preparing the article for our columns, we 
may have prefaced it with a heading that was too comprehen­
sive or impressive -, in this case it was our blunder, for which 
Dr. Crowell should not be held responsible.

T h e  S p ir it u a l  S c ie n t is t  wants a  good active agent in 
every county in the United States. Persons wanting such an 
agency will please address this office. Such inducements 
will be held out to those who have the time and inclination to 
attend to it, as wi'l make it an object for them to investigate.

For the Spiritual Sciential.
T H E  KORAN.

(Second A n kle. 1 
B Y  G . L . D tT SO X , M. D.

I s a w  recently an exquisite copy of the Koran obtained in 
England from the celebrated bookseller Bernard Quaritch, 

and said to have teen brought from Delhi by a British soldier 
who seized it in a palace at the sacking or taking of that citv 
during one of the campaigns of the English in India. The 
text appeared to have been executed with a pen, yet the accu­
racy and uniformity that characterized it would seem to prc 
elude the possibility of such a feat. It was in the Arabic 
language and probable a relithographed fac-simile of the copy- 
written by Hafir Osman in A. H* 1094 which had been tran­
scribed fromHhe codex of the famous commentator Ali al Can.

“ Naru edin Ali of Mekka, called el-Kari or the Koranist, 
lived in the early part of the seventeenth century and ranks 
amongst the followers of orthodox Islam as an unsurpassed 
commentator and traditionist. Consequently his copy of the 
Koran is looked upon by the muselmen as a codex of the 
highest importance ; and the transcript made by the Haffz 
Osman, another eminent doctor of the latter part of the same 
century, carries a prestige of authenticity and trustworthiness 
which does not attach to ordinary copies.” —Quaritch cat. 
300, 1875.

There must ever be a peculiar interest around all that has 
been handed down to us concerning Mahommed’s condition 
when he is said to have had communicated to him the con­
tents of el-Koran. Ali Halibi, recording what Ayesha told 
him, states that Mohammed was exceedingly oppressed as 
often as the angels appeared ; the sweat fell from his fore­
head during the coldest weather. Zaid reported that as often 
as Mohammed received a revelation it was as if his soul was 
to be taken from him, he had a kind of fainting and looked 
like a drunken man. Abu Hariri mentions that when the 
revelation came down to Mohammed none dared to look at 
him. When Mohammed himself was asked concerning these 
mysterious disclosures from {he celestial world, he replied, 
“ Sometimes an angel appears in the form of *a man and 
speaks to m e; sometimes I hear sounds like those of a bell, 
then I feel very badly (“ become very bad,”  as Arnold has it.), 
and when he (the angel) leaves me, 1 have received the reve­
lation.—M SS. o f /saw  Aluyun and Charms.

Because of the above semblances of momentary insanity 
some of his countrymen said he was possessed by a devil. 
Theophanes believed that Mohammed put forth the visions 

* of an angel to hide his disease ; but the disease, Mr. Arnold 
I (from whose works these statements are taken) thinks was the 
cause of the visions; indeed he believes Mohammed to have 
been an arch imposter, the veritable anti-Christ. Should we 
not, however, in contemplating the character of this extraor­
dinary personage, take rather the testimony of a contempora­
ry like Waraka ebn Xaufal ? Waraka was a learned priest, 
converted to Christianity from Judaism, a man well read in 
the Old and New Testament, and who is said to have trans­
lated the Gospel into Arabic. That Mohammed held this 
man in great esteem and acquired from him much of his 
knowledge of Judaism and Christianity is sufficiently known : 
that his high regard for this friend was reciprocal ; that he 
attached the utmost importance to War aka’s testimony that 
he was the great prophet if) who had been prophesied in the 
Scriptures.

After his first alleged vision of the angel Gabriel, Moham­
med coming to Chadija trembling and damp with perspiration 
exclaimed, “ Cover me ; I fear for my soul.”  Chadrja said, 
“ Rejoice, God will not put you to shame, thou art so kind to 
thy relatives, sincere in thy words, afraid of no trouble to 
serve thy neighbor, supporting the poor, given to hospitality, 
and defending the truth.”  When he was at the market oi 
Hajasha, six days journey south of Mecca he was recom­
mended to the rich widow Chadija as an honest young man ; 
in fact he bore the title of am in  the trustworthy. This good 
reputation he fully sustained while employed by Chadi ja : and 
though he subsequently lost a fortune which he had acquired, 
his acknowledged honesty made him so respected that he 
was frequently called upon to act the part of umpire in mat­
ters of strife. Further, he was compassionate towards 
animals.

TO BE CONTINUE®.
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To R E  A S P I R I T U A L I S T  IS  TO  H O LD  C O N S C IO U S  I N T E R ­

C O U R S E  W IT H  T H E  W O R LD  OK S P I R I T S  A N D  T O  L IV E  A

s p i r i t u a l u r R . S uch  w as J esu s  C h r is t .— PttHts.

“ W H IT E W A SH IN G ” T H E  B I.A C K  M A R K S.
The New York Spiritualists, who have clone what was 

clearly iheir duty to do, in exposing the evidences of 
fraud that they detected in a series of seances with Mrs. 
Hardy, are still denounced by that which was once the 
leading spiritual paper j what she Hits done and what she 
. « *  do is the burden of its ctlitnrial remarks, interlardcd 
with denunciations of those who have ventured to criti­
cise one of its favorites. It is either so mentally blind 
that it cannot see, or else so prejudiced that it will not 
admit that a hundred seances under test conditions does 
not affect the truthfulness of the charges that are made 
by experienced Spiritualists who witnessed her manifes­
tations in New York City from March 11 to March 19 
inclusive. Once again wc press the main question, 
which is “ A r e  th estatem knrs krom N ew York true ?” 
Did Mrs. Hardy lend herself to a scries of small, con­
temptible frauds, as alleged by sevtn honest, reliable, 
responsible, earnest, true Spiritualists.’

"Every unprejudiced mind,”  says the Banner, "fairly 
weighing the testimony on both sides, could not fad to ar­
rive at a conclusion favorable to the mediumship and 
good faith of Mrs. Hardy." This sentence is a fair 
sample of the many equivocations to which it has re­
sorted to avoid dealing directly with the facts in the 
case , indeed, in its opening paragraph it distinctly states 
that it “ has not thought it necessary to analyze the sev­
eral charges.”

This policy of covering up the delinquencies of spirit­
ual mediums, or avoiding any discussion that shall tend 
to bring them to the light, has been persistently pursued 
in the past. It has brought discredit upon the cause of 
Spiritualism and impeded the efforts of the “unseen 
ones” who would have the truth of truths more promi­
nent than it is at present. We cannot in this small space 
hint at the many evils that it has induced, but we see in 
R a most fruitful source of the many frauds that are 
continually being practiced by unscrupulous individuals 
who have the power to produce the physical phenomena 
of Spiritualism but have not the mental development to ap­
preciate the vastness of the principles that are so closely 
related therewith. What wonder is it that these indi­
viduals, having been pronounced mediums, and their 
mediumistir claims established, should, when the power 
failed them, because of "conditions,” resort to trickqry— 
the incentive being the money—the admission Tee of 
investigators Th st they may practice this fraud with­

out detection they demand suitable "conditions” for 
th em sth a .- but if public opinion turns against these 
methods they find it convenient to have sufficient power 
to obtain the phenomena under strict conditions, and 
then, with these results as capital, they relapse into the 
old methods that are more profitable. "T ests are a draft 
on the system and strength” is the excuse they give for 
not adopting the more convincing conditions at their 
circles. What matters it if they are detected cheating ? 
A portion of the spiritual press and those friends who 
at some time have seen a genuine manifestation stand 
ready to defend them not only from attacks by the skep­
tical world but even from reliable and responsible Spir­
itualists who may be honest enough to expose the fraud 
if they detect it.

Because the Spiritual Scientist will make criticisms 
like the above, because it advocates an impartial, scien­
tific investigation of the phenomena of Spiritualism, 
because it will unmercifully expose fraud and hypocricy 
whenever and wherever detected, its honesty as a spirit 
ual paper is publicly questioned. Nevertheless we shall 
continue on, prompted by the same motives that have 
guided us in the past ; "our rejoicing is this, the testi­
mony of our conscience." None can accuse us of 
attacking or defending a medium “ for a consideration,” 
nor can wc be coaxed or forced to depart from the policy 
that lias been repeatedly outlined in these columns. The 
Spiritual Scientist has a mission ; it came into existence 
for a purpose ; and wc venture to prophecy that before 
it shall have ceased to exist many Spiritualists who arc 
now its enemies will have become its firm friends.

T H E  D U T Y  OK SI'IR IT U A I-IST S .

One of the sjieakcrs at the recent anniversary cclehra 
tion in Boston said, that

"It was the duty of Spiritualists In  demand of every paper, 
whether secular or spiritual, lhal the charges brought against 
any medium lie sustained by a degree of irrefragable proof, 
equal to that required to demonstrate the verity ol that medi­
um’s claim to acceptance as a chosen instrument for the 
manifestation of the power of invisible intelligence."

Wc agree with him fully, and go a step further, and 
declare that it is the duty of every Spiritualist and every 
spiritual paper to examine the charges that are sustained 
by "a  degree of irrefragable proof" in an impartial man­
ner. Spiritualists arc quite credulous when wondrous 
tales of spirit materialization are told ; but very incred­
ulous when a second witness, equally as honest as the 
first, declares that the great wonders cun be performed 
by the medium without the aid of spirit power, if neces 
sary.

Spiritualism claims to be founded on fact— not faith ; 
and yet the investigator is continually called upon to 
have faith in the integrity of the medium if he wishes 
proof of “ materialization.”  "  The want of charity, the 
keen setnt for suspicious circumstances" that so 
“ troubled" the speaker, is a legitimate outgrowth of this 
mania for “ materialization." If Spiritualists gave less 
attention to materializing spirits, and devoted more time 
to spiritualizing men, it would be better for all con­
cerned. There might then be that "harmonious acquir­
ing of points” alluded to in the same ad dress; for each 
would be actuated by the same motive— to do good unto 
others.

This desire “ t o  do oottn ’ should exist in the minds of 
all true Spiritualists. We are taught by Spiritualism that 
it is the basis of all happiness and almost the sole occu­
pation of those who have passed to the spiritual state of 
existence. Selfishness is universally denounced by all 
spirit teachers, and yet there is not a sect, party or asso­
ciation the members of which do so little for the com-
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mon good as Spiritualists. Professor Ituclianan speaks 
truly, in the Spiritual Scientist, of April Oth, when he
s a y s :—

“ If Spiritualists will establish the proper institutions for com­
bining human and spiritnal agencies in the treatment of 
disease, crime and insanity, the results will be wonderful in­
deed, increasing every year in their marvellous beneficence."

Herein is the necessity for an organization among 
Spiritualists that Spiritualism may have what it has not 
at present— public educational and benevolent institu­
tions. Undoubtedly the money is ready at this moment; 
contributions would How in to the proper source. Hut 
the great work halts while prominent, representative (?) 
Spiritualists, who <-<>«/</ awaken an interest among the 
rank and file, are silent— " w a i t i n o  ron t h k  s p i r i t s  to 
no i t , "  they say ; and instead of Ar/ftug the higher 
spirits do this they visit a circle and help them material­
ize ! 11 and the majority of professing Spiritualists, in­
fluenced by their example, are actively engaged in the 
same direction, spending money and time seeking "new 
signs and wonders."

Perhaps a paper “ claim ing to he spiritual" has no 
light to make such a criticism upon Spiritualism fb u t wc 
say to honest Spiritualists “ Is it not tru e?" and if so, 
what is our duty ?
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TH K R U SS I A N  E X P E R IM E N T S  IN T H E  PH EN O M ­
EN A  OK S P IR IT U A L IS M  A BA N D O N ED .

The Scientific Committee of the University of St Peters 
burg, Russia, has abandoned its proposed investigation of 
Spiritualism after a few experiments. M. Aksakoff never* 
theless offers, at his own expense, to pay I)r. Slade f  1000 to 
come to St. Petersburg and hold public seances, and Dr. 
Slade has accepted the proposal. We shall give fuller par­
ticulars next week, not having space in this number for the 
articles in relation to the action of the committee.

M AD A ME  L E Y M A R I K  R E P L IE S  TO HOME 
We have received a letter from Madame l.eymarie, wife of 

the editor of the Revue Sphitc of Paris, in which she 
replies to the recent charges of Home against her husband 
Allusion is also made to the genuineness of the medium Kir 
man w h o  is also attacked by Home. Wc shall publish th e

BOSTON “ K N O C K IN G *.” Ittter In our next issue.
T IIK  RAPS T H A I A R K  MRAKD IN  A SO U TH  K N D  T K N I MI NT- 

MOW T H E Y  C O R K  A N li W H A T  T IIK  S P IR IT S  S A Y .

\  b r i c k  tenement on a court leading from Shawntut Ave., 
near Tremont Street, in this city, is the scene of an in 

tercsting phenomenon at the present time. Some five months 
ago a colored family, who had taken possession, wore, like 
previous occupants, annoyed by the rapping*, tappings on the 
doors and in the walls. Cradutlly the noises Increased, and 
one evening they assumed such a shape tbit an officer was 
summoned, lie  examined the house thoroughly and finding 
that the knockings came at intervals, he asked questions and 
detected intelligence. Being familiar with the subject of 
Spiritualism lie established communication with them and 
ascertained that the leading intelligence claimed to he the 
spirit of a young lady who, according to her story} was mtir 
dcred in her own roor.i in the House in question some twenty 
vears ago ; at that time it was a house of ill-fame. Wc under­
stand that parties interested have examined records and 
corroborated the story. In these intervening years rumor 
has it that forms have been occasionally seen and noises 
heard that were startling in their nature. A member of the 
present occupants, a little cripple, about thirteen years of age, 
proves to be a medium, and availing themselves of her 
power, the intelligences are now able to manifest at pleasure. 
The officer having requested them not to appeai*in the night 
time they readily consented and selected the morning hours 
for their visits; between nine and ten o’clock, before the little 
one has arisen, they make their presence manifest by rapping 
on the bedstead which statuis in one corner of the room 
They then imitate a banjo or a drum, keeping time with any 
music or any lively tune ; they also answer questions relating 
to themselves, and occasionally make sounds resembling the 
dancing of feet.

A singular story is told in connection with these manifes­
tations. It is said that after the noises weri traced to a 
spiritual origin, a prominent medium of Boston was invited 
to visit the house. She did so, and since that time two of 
her controls have remained there, refusing to return, declaiing 
that they were better pleased with the new company they 
had found, and that the trio had a mission to perform.

Be thi« as it may the original force has since been joined 
by two others, and now the company consists of one young 
lady and two lictle boys who call themselves respectively, 
“ Flora,”  “ Willie” and “ Bobbie.” A number of Spiritualists 
have become interested, and will induce the family, if possible, 
to give the subject more attention and properly develop the 
meGium. Judging from the power manifested at this early 
stage, future results would be surprising.

E D I T O R I A L  P A R A G R A P H 'S .
T iik a ri in  k “ Scientific Aspect of Spiritualism" written 

for the Spiritual Scientist by Hudson Tuttle, Esq., has been 
printed in tract form, in the tinman language, at Leipsic, 
Germany.

I >k. JosK.ril B kai.s has presented to the Greenfield library, 
the following valuable works: “ People from the Other
World,”  by Col. II. S. Olcott, and “  The Identity of Primitive 
Christianity and Modern Spiritualism,” in two volumes of five 
hundred pages each, by Eugene Crowell, M. D.

T hk. Mandatk. ok Conm ik.n< k..— It is not desirable to 
trample the desires with haughty pride l>eneath our feet; to 
fast on a tower, or to lacerate our flesh. Ear preferal le 
to say to these terrible forces which hold u« to organic exis 
tence, “ So far as you subserve the maintenance, growth, and 
development of my spirit, «t is well ; but trespass not one 
step further.” —Hudson Tuttle.

T hk. C i.k.rc.y . The following statistics respecting the 
proportion in different countries of the priesthood to tHr peo­
ple are not without interest. In England and Wales there is 
one clergyman to 71H of the population. In the United 
States there is one to each 879. In Russia there is a priest 
to each 323 of the population. In France there is one priest, 
monk or minister to 235 laymen. In Italy there is one to 14} 
of the people. In Spain one to 54 The whole number of 
men included in the clerical profession in England and Wales 
is 253,081 ; in the United States, 63,862 ; in Russia. 253^081 . 
>n Erance, 153,629, in Italy, 190,0011; and in Spam, 315,777

Unm an N ature.

f r n m  IK# * p r t w « * .ld  R r p > > A n

A M U R D E R  D ISC LO SE D  IN A DREAM

Isaac  R andolph, the negro who murdered his wife at New 
Haven, in the spring of 1856  ̂ gives notice that he will 

apply to the next Legislature for a release from State prison, 
to which he was sentenced for life. The murder created a 
great sensation, and the story of it is very interesting He 
killed the woman with a wash-board during a quarrel, and 
probably did not intend to strike a fatal blow. After the 
murder, Randolph cut the body up and buried it in his garde 
planting com and beans over the spot. Several days after. 
Robert Coe, the father of the missing woman, related with 
great impressiveness, the particulars of a dream which he 
had had on three successive nights. He said that Mary Ann 
came to him crawling on her hands, and that whew he asked 
her why she did nab walk, she replied that she could mo«, for 
her legs had been cut off. Each night she appeared to him 
on the borders of a small brook which then ran at the foot of 
the garden At last the garden was examined, and the body 
was found. ;
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.  T H E  P H IL O S O P H Y  O F R E V IV A L S

A N D

T H E  P O W E R  O F  M I N D  O V E R  M I N D .  
A N  E X T R A C T  PRO M  T H E  U N P U B L IS H E D  W R IT IN G S O F 

A  P H Y S IC IA N .

Th e  foregoing remarks are not intended as an attack upon 
the Church of Rome. This church has done, and is doing 

many good things for the human race, for which it must have 
full credit. “ By their fruits”  shall all churches and individ­
uals be known, and as an offset to its celebate doctrines, 
which prerent the marriage of Its priests and others, and thus 
deprive the world of the legitimate fruits thereof, there is a 
prominent teaching in the Romish Church, rigidly backed up 
by statute law in most Catholic countries, that it would be 
well to have enforced in all nations ; I allude to the law 
against even the sale of any article by any person used to 
prevent conception. The anathemas of the church are poured 
out in full vials of wrath against all who shall after concep­
tion adopt any measure to prevent fu l l  tim e delivery  of the 
human being, fresh from the hands of its Maker Cod. It is 
a sad and alarming fact that in most Protestant countries it 
is becoming more and more fashionable not to have chil­
dren. Why is it that in Puritan New England, and in fact in 
all parts of America where Protestant church spires are most 
numerous, and the fashionable Sunday worshippers are the 
strictest in their observance of the “ assem i/ingtogether" at 
the call of silver-toned bells, in costly edifices, each Sunday, 
that the fewest children grace the home circle ? Why is it 
that where the rudest civilisation is found and the strictest 
law of the Church of Rome is obeyed, that the sweet music 
of innocent children emanating from the prattling lips of 
those of whom the “ Master” most earnestly said "o f such is 
tke kingdom o f heave*,”  is oftenest heard ? The answer is 
easy. Among fashionable Protestants, as a general rule, 
every device is used to prevent conception, and failing in this 
to produce abortion and m iscarriage. A close observance of 
twenty-five years, from the standpoint of a medical and surgi­
cal professional life, enables the writer to speak thus boldly 
against this wholesale murdering of a race. The Protestant 
pulpit is ominously (with a few exceptions) silent as the grave. 
Why is not the w ill pow er of the Protestant Church like an 
invincible force turned against the great crime ? By the laws 
of God and man, the intentional taking of a human life is 
prooouoced murder; and the party guilty thereof is doomed 
to death. A human life commences at the hour of conception 
and the wilful destruction by the parent of such emhryotic 
life is as much murder as the destruction of the older chil­
dren of the household or any of its friends. When it is 
known that probably more than half of the human beings in  
embryo are thus murdered by their parents in Protestant 
families, the appalling state of Protestant communities in this 
regard may be faintly imagined.

The effect o! even failures thus to “ get rid”  of these Inno­
cent ones, upon those fin a lly  born, after thns running the 
gauntlet of disaster and crime, is something fearful. Having 
come into existence, often even from the holy moments of 
conception, without any proper harmonious love in their 
parents and regard for the laws of nature, they bring into 
the world with them disordered brains and bodies, fit only to 
recruit hospitals, insane, deaf, dumb, and blind asylums, jails, 
prisons, workhouses, penitentiaries, 4 c., thus showing that 
tbe sins of the parents are transmitted for punishment upon 
their innocent children. Who will learn wisdom ?

Tbe desire to practice this enormous crime among Roman­
ists is not entirely controled, but kept largely in check by the 
awful punishment threatened by the priesthood against guilty 
parties. No amount of mass saying for souls in purgatory 
will save such ; their doom is, as it ought to be, a direct and 
quick transit to the darkest and hottest part of hell—if such 
a place there be, and one corner is more obscure and warmer 
than another.

A very interesting feature of this important subject is 
found !o the theory that if human, bodily life commences at 
conception spirit life is initiated at the same time. This belief 
is rapidly gaining ground, and is accepted as true by the 
writer. Who can enumerate the vast multitude of young 
Immcirtils thus hurried off to their eternal hdmes from the 
very threshold of existence ? Who can paint the scenes of

joy and woe, awaiting mothers and fathers, who have been 
guilty of the practice here alluded to, as they shall meet in a 
future world their offspring thus murderously sent before 
their time to the land of spirits ? where perhaps for lack of 
proper earthly development they may suffer ages of delay in 
the beautiful unfoldmcnt of their spirit lives. These terrible 
practices are common to married and unmarried society; in 
the former done for various causes, in the latter largely to 
hide secret habits and prevent the shame of illegitimacy, so 
much more frequently observed ip Romish than Protestant 
countries and largely for the reasons here assigned.

The writer well remembers in one of the purest Roman 
Catholic countries of his acquaintance, that in the central 
parish thereof the official record of the government showed 
that in said parish, there were born in one year over two 
hundred and fifty more illegitimate than legitimate children. 
While it is not here intended to favor illegitimacy it is de­
signed to approve and applaud the tender, loving, fostering 
care which tfings to *fu ll  tim e" and safe delivery  an illegiti­
mate, innocent child, and to condemn in severest terms the 
unnatural and hellish, embryotic murder of a harmless human 
being whose only crime is that of illegitimate parentage. 
Where are the philanthropists whose iron wills shall roll back 
this great flood of sin ? Where ?

It has been noticed with sadness, that in many places in 
the heart of New England, there are more deaths than births, 
among those to the manor born, and of puritan ancestry, and 
except for imigration, and that too largely from Catholic 
countries, the “ land of the Pilgrims” will soon cease to grow 
and send forth its sons and daughters into other lands. The 
writer speaks by the hook, for there was he born and 
reared.

Terrible it is also, that the crimes alluded to in fashionable 
society are very largely aided by the self-inflicted- torturing 
of the beautifully formed bodies of the naturally developed 
females, in their wicked, practical adoration of the god of 
fashion, presented to them generally by the French caterers 
to the lascivious tastes of Paris, whose magnetic attractions 
span even the ocean, and command idolatrous obedience a* 
the expense of comfort, elegance, refinement, and even 
health and life itself. With corsets, whalebones, steel, various 
devices of wood, ivory, and iron, together with lacings and 
other things unmentionable, weak, silly women prevent the 
natural rounding in healthful and beautiful proportions of the 
body that God has so symmetrically, and so happily prepared 
for the richest pleasures and dearest enjoyments and duties 
of earth, those emotions, comforts, responsibilities, and 
delights connected with the fullest realizations of perfect 
maternity. Such realizations however the painted, boarded, 
laced, pulled-back, pinned-back, corseted, and otherwise 
artificially deformed fashionable woman of this wicked gener­
ation will in vain look for. “ Thus saith the Lord,” ' “ until ye 
cease your wickedness and crimes against nature, I will not 
vouchsafe to you those rich enjoyments and God-given 
pleasures, fully intended and abundantly prepared for all the 
mothers of earth.”  Who will listen? Who will gather an 
army of will power sufficient to lead fashionable society into 
channels appropriate for the intelligence of the nineteenth 
century to walk in ?

1 have personally observed with pleasure this fact in my 
sojourning in many purely Catholic nations, that the blessings 
of a numerous household were nearly universal. In some of 
these countries from eight to twelve legitimate children are 
the average ; while fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, and thirty are 
quite common numbers. I well remember some young ladies 
calling upon me for professional advice, whose mother was 
proud of having given to the world th irty-fou r children. 
What a generation will rise up after her to call her blessed 1 
She was not of the corseted, wasp-waisted, pinned-back, 
pinch-back variety, which we see disfiguring the comers of 
our streets, or sweepin-j our dirty thoroughfares with theirj 
dragging and unavoUa ilyfilthy flounces, thns preparing them 
to sweeten with a delightful aroma (ugh !) their carpeted 
drawing-rooms, where the elite  of society are wont to con- 
gregate.

TO M  COMTIMWD.

T he London S pir it u a list  for sale at this office; price 
seven cents.



SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST 8

(Jatialisra.
P R E P A R A T O R Y . ^  B Y  L E X  E T  L U X .

ON T H E  W A T E R  E L E M E N T .—  T H E  S E N S U A L  W O R LD  A N D  IT S  

C O R R E C T IV E S .-—T H E  S E V E N  P L A N E T S . 

o l d  is the god of the world, but God is the gold of the
J  Alchemists. As God, or the universal spirit in nature, is 

the Rock of Salvation to the true Christian, few of whom ex­
ist at the present day, for Christ was a Cabalist, so the Soul, 
being a small part of God, has been called the Stone of the 
Philosophers. Everything in Nature possesses or is imbued 
with Deity in a degree ; but more especially in the highest 
organized forms. How mathematically exact and beautiful 
are the crystalized mineral salts when examined microscopi­
cally. Each separate kind has its own specific form, geomet­
rically perfect, and from which it never departs. Its family 
imprint, or individuality, so to speak, is unmistakable. No 
bungling law giver gave forth the W ord which perfected the 
constituents of the mineral kingdom. No definite salt will 
blend with another without a medium to join them, such as 
water; but take away this mixing medium, by evaporation, 
and on recrystalization each salt assumes its own individual­
ity of form, &c., again, and can with care be perfectly separat­
ed as before mixing. So it is with the Soul and Spirit or 
W ill of man, which, when in perfect function, form the true 
salt or philosopher’s stone Soul is the divinity in man, and 
God is an infinity of such. When man, by his spirit, or w ill, 
frees himself from the sensual world, then his Soul becomes 
his D ivine Intelligence} , his M ercury, his God.

Just as vegetables, animals and man are varied organized 
expressions of deity, so engines, buildings, art and manufac­
tures are simply materialized expressions of man’s concep­
tions of mind; whether primarily from his own soul prompt­
ing—his spirit directly—or from that of some disembodied 
spirit drawn to him by sympathy as “ like is always attracted 
by its like.”  Hence it is that mechanical or constructive a ir  
spirits are drawn to those in whom the inventive faculty is 
fully or abnormally developed on earth; and as all knowl­
edge in this region is but relative it is not to be wondered 
that so many of our new and promising inventions fall through 
from want of a more perfect spiritual development in the 
earth  and a ir  regions. That we are surrounded by “ clouds 
of witnesses,” of every possible grade of knowledge, under 
the absolute, the New Testament and Modern Spiritualism 
abundantly teaches. These constitute the swayers of the a ir  
clement in Cabalism, which ideas or promptings become a 
part of ourselves, like a sea of thought, always at command 
and too often operating and interfering injuriously when in 
contact with a weak or vaccillating w ill. Therefore the a ir  
germ  or element must be pronou iced as evil or not good, see­
ing it is far from truth absolute. So the earth element, which 
may be termed the element of experience or education, every 
part of which is in a muddle except the purely mathematical, 
and is not therefore good. Much less can we praise the 
w ater or sensual part of man’s ternary, called by Cabalists 
the twelve signs of the Zodiac, and classified as under by 
Hermes, i, Ignorance ; 2, Sorrow ; 3, Intemperance : 4 Con- 
cupiscance ; 5, Injustice; 6, Covetousness; 7, Deceit; 8, 
Envy;  9, Fraud or Guile ; 10, Wrath ; 1 1 , Rashness ; 12, Ma­
liciousness.

Now, there are seven planets, which, when they revolve 
through these twelve signs restore perfect harmony to our 
universe, man, who is for the present an unknown quantity 
or thing. And mark how these operate in the transmutation, 
regeneration or salvation, which are one and the same. The 
1st planet is the Revelation, knowledge, or belief of a god 
which casts out Ignorance, thus ushering in 2—Joy, which 
casts out sorrow ; we next call unto Joy the power of 3, Tem­
perance, which destroys or casts out Intemperance; next we 
call upon 4, Continence, which destroys Conpupiscance and 
is the firm foundation of 5, Justice, which casting out Injus­
tice, we become justified. The next which we call upon is 
entitled, 6, Communion, which casts out all Covetousness, 
and when covetousness is gone we call in 7, Truth, and when 
she cometh eiror and deceit vanisheth. As Hermes 
says:—

“ See how the good is fulfilled by the access of truth, for 
by this means envy is gone from u s ; for truth »s accompanied

with the good, together also with life and light.
“ And there came no more any torment or darkness, but

being overcome they all fled away suddenly, tumultuarily.
. . . Upon the coming of these ten, the intellectual gener 
ation is perfected, and then it driveth away the twelve, and 
we have seen it in the generation itself.

“ Whosoever, therefore, hath of Mercy obtained this gener 
ation, which is according to God. he leaving all bodily sense. 
Knowing himself to ponsist of divine things and rejoiceth, 
being made by God stable and immutable.”

I By the ten will be seen is included the deific ternary, thus 
perfecting the double equilateral triangle, of the seven, and the 

! three, which by an ingenious conceit of placing the uo” of the 
! 10 sideways across the “ i ” , and thus form the -f-. Also when 
applied direct to the deity as God the Father, who is latent, 
and as ‘“o”  but in action through the son or w ill represented 
as unity, the 10 is again formed, and when crossed as before 
they form the ternary of God, light and life—father, son and 
holy spirit. When joined to man they make the Urim and 
Thummim, meaning light and perfection; knowledge and 
holiness also, manifestation and faith, even as science and 
essence make one perfection. As expressed in the 1657 book 
elsewhere referred to :

“ The universal spirit fixed in a transparent body (a pure 
mind) shines like the sun in glorv and gives sufficient light to 
all the room to read by. Therefore it is most probable this 
was the light God commanded Noah to make to give light to 
all living creatures, for it is of perpetual durance. . . This 
shows tne beginning and end of art. Mark what ye saw,, for 
such is your harvest. Light is sown on pure earth, and 
some grain begins to put forth ears at three joints, some at 
four, but the ear never buds until the joints be grown. And 
what virtue this knitting or fix in g  gives, consider : for by 
mediation you may see : Dy seeing you may know ; by know- 

| ing ye delight; by delighting ye adhere ; by adhering ye pos­
sess ; by possessing ye enjoy the truth ; that is the incorrupted 
made visible. Therefore take heed how ye value, for part of 
these things thv mind may prompt thee to and part thy better 
part may teach thee how to do.”

Extract from “Converaation* of liocthe,” bjr Eckeiminn.
G O ET H E A S A M ED IU M .

Co n t i n u e d  G o e t h e  “ At other times it has been totally 
different with my poems. They have been preceded by 

no impressions or forebodings, but have come suddenly upon 
me, and have insisted upon being composed immediately, so 
that I have felt an instinctive and dreamy impulse to write 
them down on the spot.

j “ In such a somnambulistic condition, it has often happened 
that I have had paper lying before me, covered all on one 
side, and I have not discovered it till all has been written, or 
I hase found no room to write any more. I have possessed 
many such sheets written crossways, but they have been lost 
one after another, and I regret that I can no longer show 

1 any proofs of such poetic abstraction.”
Eckermann writes, referring to Goethe’s fourth volume of 

“ Autobiography,”  “ This volume affords a suitable occasion 
to speak of that secret problematic power which all then feel 
which no philosopher explains, and over which the religious 
help themselves with consoling words. Goethe names this 
unspeakable world and life-enigma, the demonic (dam oniuh; 
and while he defines its nature, we feel that so it is, and the 
curtains seem to have been drawn away from before certain 
backgrounds of our life. We seem to see further and more 

j clearly, but soon perceive that the object is too great and 
manifold, and that our eyes only reach a certain limit.”

•  •  •  •  •  •
I dined with Goethe to-day, and the conversation soon 

turned again on the daemonic. He said “ The daemonic is 
i that which cannot be explained by reason or understanding . 
it lies not in my nature, but I am subject to it.”

“ Napoleon,”  said I, “ seems to have been of the djrmomc 
1 sort.”

“ He was so thoroughly,”  said Goethe, “ and in the highest 
degree, so that scarce any one is to be compared to him. Our 
late grand Duke, too, was a daemonic nature, full of unlimited 
power of action and unrest. . . . Daemonic beings of 
such sort the Greeks reckoned among their demi-gods.

“ Is not the daemonic,” said I. “perceptible in events also ?** 
“ Particularly,” said Goethe, “ and indeed in all which we 

cannot explain by reason and understanding. It manifests 
, itself in the most varied manner throughout nature—in the
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invisible as in the visible. Many creatures are of 
demonic kind ; in many, parts of it are effective.”

“ In poetry,”  said Goethe, “ especially in that which is un­
conscious, before which reason and understanding fall short, 
and which, therefore, produces effects so far surpassing all 
conception, there is always something demonic. So it is 
with music, in the highest degree, for it stands so high that 
no understanding can reach it, and an influence flows from it,

purely j Mrs. Austin, who are true Spiritualists, were placed in a mosi 
delicate and trying position, and have the sympathy and re­
spect of their associates in the “ N. Y. seven.”  They were 
forced either to see Spiritualism  dishonored, if these strange 
“'facts"  were not explained by the medium ; to be dishonored 
them selves if they refused to reassert what they had already 
spoken of as having occurred under their observation ; or to 
incur term ing dishonor in the eyes of the world, by speaking 
the truth  of their guests. choose the latter 

Hull, Mrs. Sayles,
They rightly

ling can reach it, and an influence flows from it, j C O ,<?  ̂ *ke “ statements of Mrs. , , •
which masters all, and for which none can account. Hence ! »nd Mr Murriy ,h'.v kncw nothmg »fter Mrs. Hardy s 

- - -- ....................  1 departure.
In absence of this information, Mrs. Austin was seeking 

to believe that the occurrences of the paraffine molds would 
be explained, and parted with Mrs. Hardy having pleasant 
feelings towards her.

B ronson M u r r a y , 138 We»t 53d Street, New York.
T homas K.. A ustin , 4*8 “  57‘ h “  “
M a rg a r et  Z. A ustin , “  “  “  "
E lvin a  A nn L anb,  66 Psrk Ave.,
M a l u i  A. L anb,  “  "
| a n i  D r F orest H ull* 140 West 4id St.,

religious worship cannot dispense with it ; it is one of the 
chief means of working upon men miraculously. . . . Our
grand Duke had it to such a degree that nobody could resist 
him. . . . but when the daemonic spirit forsook him, and 
only the human was left, he knew not how to set to work, 
and was much troubled by i t ”

“ F U R T H E R  S T A T E M E N T "  OF FA C T S 
C O N C E R N IN G  M RS. H A R D Y ’S  S E A N C E S  IN N EW  

YO R K  FROM  M ARCH 12 TO 19 IN C L U S IV E .
T t the E d ito r o f The S p iritu a l S cien tist:

As Mr. Hardy and his wife, two weeks after seeing our 
“ Statement” try, in their second letter, what they did not 
attem pt in their Jirs t, to handle some of our facts, we reply : 

That the facts therein, which Mr. and Mrs. Hardy consider 
“ too insignificant and ridiculous to claim our notice,”  still 
stand unexplained, ar.d as they are true, we can afford to 
await the verdict of the public.

The affidavit of Mrs. Austin, whose veracity is endorsed 
by us as a body, as well as by the New York Association of 
Spiritualists, was sent to the last Banner and Scientist, and 
will be, if necessary, sustained by other evidence not yet put 
in. This effectually disposes of the Hardys’ denial, and 
reasserts that there was “ a paraffine mold lying at the corner 
of Broadway and 57th street, on the evening of the 15th of 
March, under the gaslight, where Mrs. Hardy had just 
passed,”  and that said “mold was the mold of a full-sired 
hand, and not ‘a handful of pieces.’ ”  Here is a conflict of 
testimony. One side is sustained under oath by parties who 
can only be disinterested;  the other is an affirmation by 
parties pecuniarily concerned in the verdict of the public to 
the extent of twenty-five (or more) dollars per night.

Mr. and Mrs. Hardy, in regard to paraffine “ fingers being 
seen bv Mrs. Lane” and Miss Lane “ protruding from beneath 
Mrs. Hardy’s dress, declare “ it was a manifestation of mate­
rialized fingers, often occurring with this medium,” thus

• it a  B aknay Sa y  lax.  . 
New York, April i j ,  1876.

D R. G A R D N E R ,S  L E T T E R .
During the twenty-six years that I have been prominently 

identified with Modern Spiritualism my determination has 
been that whenever I had occasion to publicly make any 
statements in regard to any personal experiences, or of the 
phenomenal phases of mediumship which I have witnessed, 
I have always endeavored to carefully guard my testimony 
from exaggeration and to give only the exact truth as I per­
ceived it. In carrying out this determination I now find my­
self under the necessity of making an explanation to the 
public.

On Sunday evening, March 29th, a public seance was held 
in Paine-Memorial building, on which occasion a paraffine 
mold of a hand was produced in a locked box through the 
mediumship of Mrs. M. M. Hardy, under what I announced 
to be strictly test conditions. The result was considered at 
the time to be eminently satisfactory, and to fully sustain 
what my advertisement had claimed for it as a “crucial test.”  
At the close of the seance I announced it to be, according to 
my honest conviction, a perfect demonstration—a conclusive 
* -*  — 1 ------1 *’----- :—g t ----- -a-* — **-- !------of atest—and urged the scientific worki to the investigation 

lichsubject which allowed of yclTdirect and satisfactory methods 
of verification. Having no personal interest to serve, and 
being only desirous to present the public with the “ truth, the 

. . .  1 whole truth, and nothing but the truth”  in relation to this
adm itting that the Rogers were seen, and not denying but great subject, 1 feel myself under the necessity of stating
what they were pa 'affine. How they came there the public 
must judge for themselves upon the evidence presented.

As Mr. and Mrs. Hardy desired us in their last letter, we

that subsequently an imperfection was discovered^ in the con- 
01 the bo

have experimented, and find that “a stated quantity of paraf 
fine dissolved in water”  and “ removed while yet soft and

eighs
the

the same and 
water becomes

structionof the box, which invalidated the claim I then made 
that the production of the mold of a hand in said box should 
be considered a positive demonstration, a "crucial test”  that 
no human being in the earthly form could have assisted in the 
result. Since that time the box has been thoroughly exam- 

, ined and the defects remedied, and arrangements have been 
is no affinity between w ax and  J made for further sittings to demonstrate the production of 

■ paraffine molds under the “ crucial test”  conditions previously
advertised. In the meantime we ask for a suspeusion of 

.m. ent upon this matter, until after further experiments, 
it it be distinctly understood that the above mentioned facts 

in no degree reflects upon the wonderful mediumship of Mrs. 
Hardy, or upon her personal integrity. On the contrary l 
wish here and now to bear my testimony that by means of 

iaa with her for

pliable enough to be rolled together’’ wei 
no more than if “allowed to stand until 
thoroughly cold.”  There 
water. Consequently there is not, as incorrectly stated by [ 
Mr. and Mrs. Hardy, “ water enough remaining in the mass { 
to weigh down the mold of any hand.” Mr. and Mrs. Hardy 
ask, “ Will Mr. Murray try the experiment ?”  We reply, 
“ Mr. Murray has done so, with the above result.

One other “experiment” we have tried, which Mr. and Mrs- 
Hardy seem to have overlooked. We find that a cedar pail, 
unpainted, with toiling  water and paraffine, the whole weigh­
ing 21 pounds, will lose by evaporation of water two and one- 
quarter ounces in one hour. While in a painted or greasy 
pail, the evaporation is not quite as much. To test this it is 
necessary to use scales capable of weighing over 2t pounds to obtain satisfactory results, which shall demonstrate one of 
and sensitive to additional weight or loss of weight of less ttye greatest truths in the world’s history.

various sittings that I have had” with her lor the production 
of paraffine molds, under what I consider test conditions, and 
I am satisfied of the genuineness of her mediumship. 1 
await with intense interest the result of further investigations

than an eighth of an ounce. Our scales were even more 
sensitive, and being capable of indicating even the smallest 
change, showed continually the loss from the pail produced 
by evaporation. After our pails and their contents were per­
fectly poised, they were not disturbed until the close of the 
experiments. No ordinary grocer’s scales, such as are used 
at most seances, are accurate enough for this test, as a slight 
change in the centre of gravity of the pail and contents will

Respectfully yours, H. F. G a r d n e r .

The above letter appeared in the Boston Herald of Sunday. 
None would question Dr. Gardner's honesty in any testimony 
that he might give concerning a medium or a manifestation. 
It is certainly an evidence in favor of his fairness that he 
should make this discovery public, and yet, previous to this 
time, there were hundreds ready to assert that it was “ sim plyl

a variation of several ounces in marking the above impossible”  that any thing could be introduced into the box.
qpaMRgr.

Mr. and Mrs. Hardy claim that weighing the pail and its 
content* before and after the seance, and finding the first 

ht to be the same as the last, with it* addition of the 
I mold, is “the most crucial test possible," and is “ all 
‘ 1 necessary to prove that the mold was made from the 

me in the pail. We have shown you that evaporation 
equivalent to the weight of the mold goes on during the 
seance, thus allowing the mold to make the balance at the I 
second weighing. ”

la  reference to the personal attack of Mr. and Mrs. Hardy

It is not our purpose in printing this letter to make “a point” 
I against Mrs. Hardy ; but rather against .the witnesses who 
j are always so poAti e About what they may see. Of course 
I Dr. Gardner will remedy the defect; and, in company with the 

editor, and other employees of the Banner of Light, and 
some few of their mutual friends, a successful seance will be 
held and wonderful results will be obtained. We are willing 

j to give this report in advance, lest someone, training in the 
same company, will publicly and falsely assert that we are

upon two of our number, we have but a word to say. Mr. and not ready to give both sides to any question.



SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST 83

How To Form A Spirit Circle.
I r  U cakuUlad lh»l on« j* ™ —  is  ••n ry  i r a  M ifkl 

become > medium by obeerem* Ihe I'ropet cosdilion,. 
The thouunda of Spirituatau hare, in moat caaes
arrived al their cunduaiona by ajenciea eaubliabad by | 
themselves and independently of each other and of the 
services of professional mediums. Every spiritualist is j
indeed an “  investigator,” —it may be at an advanced J 
stage; and that all may become so, the following cAns j 
dilions are presented as those under which the phe- 
no-nena may at all limes be evolved.

Inquirers into Spiritualism should begin by forming j 
spirit circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or j 
professional medium present. Should no results be I 
obtained on the first occasion, try again with other sit­
ters. One or more persons possessing medial powers j 
without knowing it are to be found ia nearly every ! 
household.

i. Let the roolfi be of a comfortable temperature, 
but cool rather than warm—let arrangements be made 
that nobody shall enter it, and that there shall be no 
interruption for one hour during the sitting of the de­
ck .

a Let the circle consist of from three or five to ten 
individuals, about the same number of each sex. Sit 
round an uncovered wooden table, with all the palms 
of the hands on its top surface. Whether the hands 
touch each other or not is usually of no iaaportance. 
Any table will do, just large enough to conveniently 
accommodate the sitters. The removal of a hand from 
the table for a few seconds does no harm ; but when 
one of the sitters breaks the rircle by leaving the table 
it sometimes, but not always, very considerably delays 
the manifestations.

3. Before the sitting begins, place some pointed ead 
pencils and some sheets of clean writing paper on the 
fable, to write down any communication tha; may be 
obtained.

4 People who do not like each other should not sit 
n the same rircle, for such a want of harmony tends 

to prevent manifestations, except with well-developed 
physical mediums: it is not yet known why. Belief 
or unbelief has no influence on the manifestations, but 
an acrid feeling against them is a weakening influence.

A d v e r t i s e m e n t s . A d v e r t i s e m e n t s .
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valuable reading matter. 
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5. Before the niam estations begin, it is well to en­
gage in general conversation or in singing, and it is best 
that neither should be of a  frivolous nature. A prayer­
ful, earnest feeling among the members of the circle 
gives the higher spirits more power to come to the cir­
cle, and makes it more difficult for the lower spirits to 
get near.

6. The first symptom of the invisible power at work 
is often a feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the 
hands. The first manifestations will probably be table 
tiltings or rape.

7. When motions of the table or sounds are pro­
duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one person only 
speak, and talk to the table as to an intelligent being. 
I * t  him tell the table that three tilts or rape mean 
“ Yes,”  one means “ N o,”  and two mean “ Doubtful,”  
and ask whtther die arrangement is understood. If 
three signals be given ia answer, then say, “ I f  I speak 
the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal every 
time I come to the letter you went, and spell u  out a 
message * ’ Should three signals be given, set to work 
on the plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent 
system of communication is established.

8. Afterwards the question should be put, “ A re we 
sitting in the right order to get the best manifestations V  
Probably some members 0 ! the circle win then be told 
to change seats with each other, and the signals will be 
afterwards strengthened. Next ask, "W ho is the 
medium f *  When spirits come asserting themselves to 
be related or known to anybody present, well-chosen 
questions should be put to test the accuracy of the 
of the statements, as spirits out of the body have all the 
virtues and all the failings of spirits in the body.

q. A powerful physical medium is usually a person of 
an impulsive, affectionate, and genial nature, and very 
sensitive to mesmeric influences. The majority of 
media are ladies.

The best aaanifestations are obtained when the me­
dium and all the members of the circle are strongly 
bound together bv the affectiene, and are thoroughly 
comfortable and happy; the manifestations are born of 
the spirit, and shrink torn what from the lower mental 
influences of earth. Family circles, with no strangers 
present, are usually the best.

If the rircle is composed of person* with suitable

if tbTcontrarv be the case, much perseverance will £e
necessary.

Possibly at the first sitting of a  circle symptoms of 
other forms of mediumship than tilts or rape may make 
heir appearance.
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