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LAKE PLEASANT CAMP-MEETING.
THE OPENING DAYS— EARLY ARRIVALS — NEW COTTAGES —

ETC., ETC.
ednesday, August 9th, is nominally the opening day of
Lake Pleasant Camp-Meeting, but for almost a week
past campers hate been at work erecting tents, and already
there are a large number of families on the grounds. Frame
tents are growing into favor, and there will be many more of
these erected this year than last. On Lyman Street, Dr.
Beals, President of the Association, has a new one of very
neat design. Mr. Buddington has another of somewhat dif-
ferent pattern. It stands on the site of one of the houses
which has been removed. On Owasso Street is still another.
All of these are completed and occupied.

The tents arrived Saturday and the workmen Monday
morning.
diately, and by nightfall twenty were up and occupied.

A large tent, 25x30 feet, with fly, has been pitched on the
open lot, and will be used for conference meetings aiffi so-
ciety purposes. It is floored and well lighted. Through the
favor of Mr. Lyman, it is furnished with settees brought
from his hall in Springfield. It presents a very neat and at-
tractive appearance, and will be one of the most cool and
comfortable places on the ground.

Headquarters’ tents occupy their old location at the bluff,
at the head of Lyman Street. The police are located in the
first one, which is a bell tent, 12 foot in diameter. Next are
the quarters of the Executive Committee, another bell tent,
16 foot in diameter. This last is a vast improvement on that
of previous years, as it will comfortably admit all who are
called upon to enter.

The post-office will be located on the corner of Lyman
Street and Broadway, within easy distance of headquarters.
Mails will be made up at to and 6 o'clock for Boston, and
will be received tnd distributed at it.35 and 3.30 every day,
except Sundays.

Letters should be directed to

LAKE PLEASANT,
MONTAGUE,
MASS.

“7W to understand Yourself, and Things in general."

BOSTON, AUGUST

The work of pitching tents was commenced imme-
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The dining tents were in successful operation Tuesday
morning, but meals were furnished Monday, which is credita-
ble to the energy of the proprietors, considering that their
groceries, provisions, etc., were on the freight cart Monday

| morning.

The grounds are to be well lighted, and an efficient police
force are on duty and will remain during the meeting.

The Fitchburg Cornet Band will arrive on the 13th, and on
the 14th dancing will commence in the pavilion. Special eve-
ning trains are to be run to some of the towns in the imme-
diate locality.

Speaking will commence Sunday, August 13, on which day
special trains will be run over the Boston, Barre, A Gardner
Railroad, from Worcester; Springfield,Athol, A Northeastern,
from Springfield ; and all way stations on the Troy A Green-
held snd Vermont A Massachusetts Divisions of the Fitch-
' burg Railroad.

Reduced fares commenced on all the roads August 9th,

land the amount of travel was perceptibly increased. 'Hie
number in camp the opening days is larger than last year,
and if the coming days bring an increase in the same propor-
tion as previous years, the gathering will be the largest ever
held in Massachusetts. The indications are that such will be
the case. Not one-quarter of those who have ordered tents
had arrived Wednesday morning, and some are not expected
until Friday and Saturday. By Sunday next the meeting will
| be in working order.

1 The Association has adopted “ Rules and Regulations,”

Iwhich are to be printed and posted on the camp-ground;
added thereto will be the statute law, enacted for the benefit
| cf camp-meetings.

There will be a larger attendance of mediums, public and
private, this year than ever before; not only Boston, Spring
tield/and the towns near by, but also upper New York and
the West will lose their favorites for a period of three weeks.

The familiar street signs were placed in position Monday,
and The Bluffs, Lyman Street, First, Second, Third, and
Fourth Avenues, Broadway, Ouraasa Street, Massaaoit Street,
etc., etc., are again realities. A plan of the ground shows the
lots engaged and those vacant, and facilitates the work of lo-
cating the new arrivals.

The express trains, with parlor cars attached, will be a lux-
ury appreciated by those who dislike long rides and slow
trains. Three hours and a half ride from Boston, over a road
that is continually presenting the most romantic aad pictur-
esque scenes, will land the visitor at Lake Pleasant. If the
morning train, 8 o’clock, is taken, the visitor can rrmin six
hours snd a half on the ground.

The speaking, it will be remembered, commences Sunday.
August 13th, on which day special trauu will be run over
the aforementioned railroads. J. Frank Baxter will lec-
ture and give tests. This meeting is free, aad all are cordially

| invited.
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Aaa toc Mreso
BORROWING TROUBLE.

'P nis IS A phrase with which all are more or less familiar,
1 and it expresses an act which many persons practice to
the (real diminution of their happioess. It is a remarkable
fact that we should be in the constant practice of borrowing
that of which almost erery one complain* of having too much
already. But such are the perversities of our unregenerate
nature, that we continue to do it. We add to the burdens of
labor which weigh heavily upon all, still heavier burdens
which we fear may come upon us. We torment our souls
with fears of imaginary evils, though already sorely harassed
by real ones.

Probably the majority of people suffer more from imagi-
nary evils which never come upon them, than they do from
those which they are called upon to bear. We fear dangers
which do not exist; we shrink from trials which never come
near us; we fear losses which we are never called upon to
sustain. Parents are in constant fear for the safety of their
children from physical or moral barm. We are troubled lest
-our plans will not suceeed, lest we shall lose property or place,
or test some h<rm will come to us.

Troubles and trials in some form will surely come ; there
is no possibility of avoiding them. No amount of wealth, or
knowledge, or power, can prevent them from coming. They
conic to all ;n every condition of life. If they did not, no
one could teregenerated. But they are not generally those
whicn we anticipated. If any one who has passed the meri-
dian of life will look back over the past, it will be seen that
the evils they feared did not touch them. The troubles and
trials we are called upon to bear are generally of a different
kind from those we anticipated, and originate in causes whose
existence we did not suspect.

But when the troubles we feared do come upon us, as the
loss of property, or place, or the death of friends, the trial
and suffering is not so great, or it is very different from what
we imagined that it would be. We find compensations and
assauging influences which we did not expect. We do not
feel as we thought we should, and in most cases the sorrow-
ing and suffering are not so keen as we anticipated. If the
sources from which we have derived comfort and pleasure
are destroyed, others are opened to us of whose existence we
were ignorant, so that the result of the evils we anticipated
does not equal our fears.

The cause of this remarkable state of mind in which we
exaggerate the difficulties we must meet, and the trials we
must bear, and multiply them many fold by Imaginary ones,
lies in our reliance upon our own prudence, in our distrust of
the Divine Providence, and in the fact that we think we can
see into the future; and we borrow those which we imagine
we can see there. But they have no existence; they are

merely the shadows which our own minds cast before us. We 1

cannot see anything in the future, for there is nothing there
We cannot tell what will be the particular results of a single
action. The party which went into a yacht, a few days ago,
for a pleasure evening sail, could not, by any possibility, an-
ticipate the fatal results. But we can do it as easily in one
case as in another. We cannot foresee the results of a sin-
gle action, because we can see only a few of the causes which
contribute to produce the result 1 here may be, of course,
good grounds in what we do know for framing rational con-
clusions concerning results. But still theie are so many
causes which may operate and combine to produce a given
effect, causes which are beyond our knowledge and control,
that are cannot tell with any certainty what will be the spe-
cific natural effect of a tingle action.

But one thing we can predict with absolute certainty, and
that is, if we do well, if we act according to our best knowl-
edge, and from good motives, the result will be good for us.
It may not be what we anticipated ; it may be decidedly the
reverse of It but it cannot fail to be good. On the other
hand, if are act from false principles and evil motives, the
result cannot fail of being harmful to us. We may su:ceed
in gaining the object we sought, or we may fail, but we
shall lose by it just as certainly as that a severe blow will
cause pais

We are constantly liable to exalt our own prudence above
the Divine Providence. Indeed, there are not many persons,
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leven iu the church, who have a practical belief in the Divine
! Providence. Consequently, they rely wholly on their own
; prudence. But when they see how many causes there are
over which they have no control, which may operate to defeat
Jtheir best laid plans, their minds must be more or less filled
jwith fears. This is especially the case with our own natural
life, and the life of those who are dear to us. We know that
| dangers to life may be lurking in every morsel of food and
beset every path, however smooth and safe it may appear
and we are constantly prone to magnify and multiply them
beyond their real existence. Relying upon our own pru-
dence, we do not take into our estimate the Divine Provi-
dence.
The Divine Providence, compared with human prudence,
is as the whole atmosphere to a single mole iu it. It regards
| our best and highest good in every particular; it regards the
good of our whole existence through eternity, in every least
and temporary influence. AH Divine forces are operating for
our good, for our temporal and eternal good ; but not for our
temporal 'good at the expense of our eternal good. We
form our conclusions of every result from its bearings upon
us in the present, from a mere point in our existehce, while
the Lord forms his judgment from the whole of our life to
eternity.

When we judge of probabilities from our own prudence
alone, we leave out of the account nearly all the causes which
operate to produce or hinder the effect we desire to reach.
If our ends are good, we leave out all the causes which are
operating to produce them, except a few points on the sur
face. If they are bad, we do not take into our reckoning the
fact that all the Divine forces are against us, and that success
in evil is always disastrous failure for all our highest inter
ests.

From these considerations it is not difficult to see from
what the habit of borrowing trouble arises, and how it can
be cured. All the infinite forces of the Divine Omnipotence
favor our safety, success and happiness. They are all work-
ing for our physical health and comfort. They are all moving
on errands of love to us; they are all guards for our safety
at home and abroad, wherever we go and whatever we do
They are all created and directed by iufinite wisdom to secure
our highest good. If we believed this, we should have no
fears about the future ; we could not have; we should know
and feel that everything was working together for our good
How could we tear results, when we knew that they could
not be otherwise than good. Even when events did not come
out as we hoped and anticipated, even when we failed natur
ally, we should know that our failure was only apparent: it
was success in a higher form. If we lived in this state, our
only care would be to learn the laws of the Divine order, and
to place ourselves under their jurisdiction, knowing that so
far as we did this everything would result happily for us,
whatever the appearance m:ght be. Our only desire would
be to do our duty faithfully to-day, knowing that just so far as
we did it, we should provide against all contingencies, and
secure a happy future without any possibility of failure. In
this way we can cast all our burdens on the Lord, as he asks
us to do, enjoy the present, and borrow of the future
only hopes of good, which cannot fail to end in blessed fru-
ition.

The facts of Spiritualism are in the world. It is the mis
fortune of those who have notseen them ; it may not be
their fault; nevertheless It is not the fault of those who have
seen them that others have not. If you have been unfortu-
nate enough not to have seen the stars through a telescope,
that is because it may not have been possible for you to do
so, or you have not placed yourself in a position to do so;
nevertheless, it is not the fault of Kepler or Herschel, or the
telescope itselL Or, if not mistaking your instrument, you
have tried to discover the stars through a microscope, that is
not the fault of the instrument, which is intended for infini-
tesimal objects, but it is your fault, or the fault of your ignor-
ance. Whoever attempts, therefore, to look at too compre-
hensive a subject through a small microscope of his own
individual observation, may not find the instrument adequate
to the purpose. Itis not the fault of the subject, if you can-
not understand it, but the fault of your understanding.—Mrs.
Tampan.
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from th« London Spiritualist.
DR. SLADE IN ENGLAND.
HIS FIRST SEANCE IN LONDON — STRQNG MANIFESTATIONS
IN THE LIGHT.

R. S1ade gave his first seance in England to Mr. Charles

Blackburn and Mr. W. H. Harrison. The amount of
light was strong. Sunlight was streaming into the room dur-
ing the whole of the sitting. The medium apd the two sitters
sat at three of the four sides of an ordinary table, about four
feet square. The fourth side was unoccupied, and there a
chair was placed, Dr. Slade remarking that the spirits might
do something with it in the course of the sitting. He then
placed a crumb of a pencil, about an eighth of an inch long,
upon a slate, and held the slate by one corner, with one hand
under the table, flat against the leaf. The other hands—five
in all—of those present, were clasped in the centre of the
table. The slate yta» moved about with some violence, as if
some force were tugging at the other end of it, and after a
delay of about three minutes, caused by the spirits making
preparations to control the power, the pencil was heard writ-
ing on the slate, which was then brought up from below the
table, and found to have a short sentence of seven or eight
words written upon iL Several other messages, of no partic-
ular import in themselves, were given in the same way, after
which Dr. Slade cleaned the slate, and, holding it by the cor-
ner with one hand, rested it upon the top of Mr. Blackburn's
head. Everybody was seated at the time, so that the upper
surface of the slate could not be seen, but had any object
three inches high been moving on the top of the slate, the
upper part of that object must have been visible. Nothing,
however, was visible, except that Dr. Slade, who is probably
clairvoyant, said that he saw a moving luminous haze there.
Then, in broad daylight, the slate moved about as if pressed
upon Mr. Blackburn's head from above, and the pencil could
be heard writing. Some ordinary remark, nine or ten words
in length, was then found to be written on the slate.

During the first part of the seance the slate often moved
about as if something were tugging at the other end of it, and
once it jerked out of Dr. Slade’s hands to the other side of
the room. Dr. Slade said that he had known the slate to burst
to pieces at a seance. The small pieces of pencil pressed
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with him, that he might get a direct front view of the hands
as they came up. After a little time a hand came up twice in
front of Mr. Harrison’s chest, while Mr. Blackburn was so
sitting as to be able to see it.

Dr. Slade then asked Mr. Blackburn to take the slate where
he could not see it, and to write upon one side of it the name
of some deceased person known to himself; he was not to
let anybody know what was written. Mr. Blackburn wrote
the name ' Ellen B.” upon one side of the slate, then brought
the slate—clean side uppermost—to Dr. Slade. Dr. Slade
laid a crumb of pencil on the clean side, and held the slate
with one hand under the table, asking the spirits if they could
fetch the spirit named thereupon. The slate swayed about,
but no writing came. Dr. Slade then placed a crumb of pen-
cil on the top of the table, and the slate face downsrards upon
it. Soon the pencil was heard writing on the lower side of
the slate, and on turning it up, underneath the words “ EUen
B.,” which had been previously written, were found the follow-
ing :—" You feel me by you. Ellen B.” This proved that
some* power in the room was able to read what Mr. Blackburn
had written. All the messages given at this seance were in
the same handwriting.

Dr. Slade next took an accordeon, and holding it by its

iIower end under the table, the spirits drew out and pushed
in the key end, and played very nicely “ Home, Sweet
Home.”

Dr. Slade then asked Mr. Blackburn to hold the accordeon
under the table with one hand. He did so, and the accordeon
was drawn out strongly once, one note only being sounded.
Dr. Slade's hands were on the top of the table at this time-
Laatlv, Dr. Slade and the other sitters raised their haads
from the table to a height of about one foot The table
then rose ti 1it touched the hands. Then it went down again.
This was done twice.

Dr. Slade’s second sitting in England took place on the
same day with Mr. and Xliss Blackburn. While Dr. Slade
held the slate bv one corner with one hand, and it rested on
the top of Mr. Blackburn's head, the following message was
written:—

My dear Sister,—Do not doubt again we do and can come
to you. | am, your loving sister, Ellen.

A chair afterwards rose about four feet, while nobody was

heavily on the slate when writing, so that their motions could 1touching it, and Miss Blackburn’s handkerchief was snatched

be readily heard.

Mr. Blackburn next held the slate under the table, flat
against the leaf, and writing was done upon it while Dr.
Slade’s hands were both upon the top of the table. Through-
out the seance, Dr. Slade’s spirits, as a general rule, instruct-
ed the sitters to lay their hands flat upon each other in the
centre of the table, and usually Dr. Slade's left hand was
placed on the top of the other four, while he held the slate
in various places with his right. Under these conditions,
when he raised his left hand from contact with the table or
with the hands of the sitters, the writing stopped, and began

out of her lap, and quickly tied into knots under the table,
and presented to Mr. Blackburn; it was afterwards thrown
out from underneath.

Dr. Slade rested one hand on the top of Miss Blackburn's
chair, and she and the chair were raised about half a yard
from the floor.

Materialized spirit-hands were busy also at this seance, un-
der the table, and Miss Blackburn states that she dearly saw
one. 11 was pink, with taper fingers, and bore no resemblance
in any way to the hand of the medium.

When we were speaking to Mr. Simmons, the manager,

again the moment he touched them once more; this experi- after the first seance, about the sunburnt hands like Dr.
ment was repeated several times, and subsequently we have sjade's, and the similarity of the handwriting of the various
known the loudest rappings to cease the momAt Dr. Slade messages as tending to show that these manifestations were
withdrew his elbow, with which alone he was touching the more or less connected with those of the Katie and John King
table. kind, Mr. Simmons remarked that the handwriting itself com-
Frequently during the seance Mr. Blackburn's chair was monly resembled Dr. Slade’s, but that sometimes other kinds
moved about four or five inches at a time while be was sitting of handwriting came, and were recognized to have been pen-
upon it, and nobody but himself was touching it The un- cilled by the deceased persons who professed to communi-
occupied chair at the fourth side of the table once gave a cate. The resemblance was sometimes absolute, so that Dr.
jump in the air, causing its seat to knock against the under j sjade was obliged to give his slates to those who obtained the
edge of the table, then it fell to the floor on its back. Dr. writings, that they might take “hem home with them for pres-
Slade remarked, “ Don't pick it up; perhaps the spirits will ervation.
do it.” They lifted it up several times afterwards to a height The Countess of Caithness and the Duke de Medina Pomar
of one or two feet, but did not place it upright again. had a private seance with Dr. Slade last Sunday night, when
Twice a living hand came up and went down again between similar phenomena occurred to several of those already re-
Mr. Blackburn’s breast and the table while both Dr. Slade’'s corded.
hands were in sight. These materialised hands were of the Education does not commence with the alphabet. It
same color and size as those of Dr. Slade, which were some- begins with a mother's look, with a father's nod of approba-
what browned because of his passage in hot weather across tion, or his sign of reproof; with a sister’s gentle pressure of

the Atlantic. They did not stay long enough to enable one the hand, or a brother's noble act of forbearance ; with a
to see whether they corresponded exactly. handful of flowers in green and daisy meadows ; with a bird's

. nest admired but not touched ; with pleasant walks la shady
Mr. B_Iackburn, who sat at the_5|d(_e of the _table_ next to Dr. lanes; and with thoughts directed, in sweet and kindly tones
Slade, did not chance to be looking in that direction when the and words, to nature, to beauty, to acts of btatscience, to

hands came flittering up and tugged at his vest and watch- deeds of virtue, and to the source of all good—to God ha-
chain. Mr. Harrison was therefore asked to change places self.—RI*kw o].
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LEON HYNEMAN AND SPIRITUALISM.
1T CHARLES SOTHERAN.

P v work* have been published for some time past which
should deserve the attention of careful students of all
grades of thought more than the admirable pamphlet on “ The
Fundamental Principles of Science,” written by Leon Hyne-
roan, an old and valued worker in the cause of liberal reform.
Those who have watched the history of modern Spiritualism
need hardly be reminded that the author for years past has
been a devoted Spiritualist, and that all his utterances have

filled with a profound reliance on the future individual

| of spirit life.

The introductory chapter in his new effort is headed “ Man
and Woman Counterparts—A Dual Unit,” and shorn pretty
plainly his belief rests on the same androgynous basis which
many other philosophers, since the days of Zoroaster, have
insisted on. In other chapters, he traces “The Law of Un-
foidment,” in the Cosmos more especially, regarding the
human family, and what he considers should be accepted as
the proper basic principles of the philosophy of the debata-
ble land of matter and spirit He winds up his deeply erudite
and iMansting labors with a survey of “The Dualistic Princi-
ples in Iks Economy of Sea.” The following quotations
from his valuable pamphlet will be doubtless perused with
interest by those who would kaow something of the author’s

In this present era—blest with pure sparkles of light from
heaven, coming down through angel ministration to souls re-
ceptive according to their capacities to comprehend and ex-
press the golden truths eliminated, to save mankind from an-
cient superstitions, and deliver them from the bondage of
death and its terrors inspired by false teachers of hell and
damnation, and of a devil possessing power to circumvent
the divine purposes—it it lamentable to see the many doubt
ing Thomases, who will not believe, will not accept the gos-
pel of salvation, which gives happiness and joy to humanity ;
relieves sorrowing hearts ia lapsing death, and proves con-
tinuous, never-ending life. Glorious gospel, which brings the
knowledge (not a mere belief) and proof of unceasing con-
scious existence in actual communing with loved ones who
have passed to spirit-life, and who give that most positive and
unmistakable evidence of their identity, which sincere men
aad women have ever looked and prayed for, but never found
ia any of the creedal religions!

The invisible spirit-world is embraced within God’s uni-
verse, and is in close relation to the visible. They are not
and cannot be separated. The visible is illustrative of the
invisible; they are correspondences. The same laws rule
in both. In this life we associate with and seek those with
whom we are in affinity. It is ever the same in spirit-life.
There and here we are attracted to those upon the same plane
of thought and life. The law of association governs in both
spheres, only in spirit-life we have a broader comprehension
of the cause of human activities, and look with a more len-
ient eye upon the weak, ignorant, misdirected children of
humanity. The world has yet to recognize that all things in
the universe are governed by immutable lasts—all Nature in
its phenomenal manifestations, all and every act, spiritual,
roeotaj, and physical, of the human kind. Supernaturalism is
a theological deception, invented by priestcraft as a meant
to enslave the mind. Working upon the credulity and ignor-
ance of weak-minded men and women, either to inspire fear
or wonder in the relation of miracles, the priests have been
wonderfully successful It is a part of their trade, and, in
this age of light, many cultured mioda accept and believe
tbe mythic tales of supernatural acta aaid to have been per-
formed by God, the Church, and its ministers. There ii noth-
ing supernatural ia the communion of spirits in the physical
form with those ia the spirit form. It is the same aa one
individual conversing with another in mundane life. The con-

exist to bring each into rapport with the other,
1nioa is aa accomplished fact, however much pro-
1of so-called religion and rdf-opinioned scientists may
desy and decry it

In the divine order of progressive unfoldment, spirit-com-
munion was first recognised in this era, through the medium
of intuitive, youthful, feminine forms. The spiritworld re-
joicad at the event, and a dear-seeing humanity hailed the
advent with gladness and joy, as a jubilee portentous of the
earning time, when peace aaid good will would reign on earth.
It was an immaculate conception, an unfolding through wo-
man's form of that glorious movement, so much deprecated
by Christian teachings, of Mother Eve introducing the knowl-
edge of good und evil ia the world. The fruitj>fthatglorious
movement ripened into the knowledge—through woman’s
itd tiou of aloving, invisible humanity, ia a world of light.
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capable of communing intelligently to the conscious percep-
tions of those in this life by coming into rapport with them.
The problems of ages, in regard to miracles, witchcraft, divi-
nations, dreams and correlated psychologic phenomena, are
solved—nay, more, immortality, in continuous, never-ending,
conscious life, is clearly proved, and no longer a matter of
doubt with those who accept the light of this God-revealed
gospel. Since this heaven inspiring dispensation was inau

gurated, in the wisdom of prescient judgment, the general
mind has been unsettled, unhinged, drifting hither ana thith-
erward. Governments and the people appear to be at war.
Bloody and cruel wars have been fought, and, notwithstand-
ing the great loss of life, suffering, and attendant evils, the
horixon is not yet clear that peace universal is to prevail;
demoralization of every species and degree reigns rampant
throughout the major part of the social aystem ; human life
appears to be of no value to many, and such is the manifest
corruption prevalent everywhere that many believe the hu-
man kind are retrograding to a state of barbarism. But ob-
servant minds—those who have become indoctrinated with
the teachings of the resusciated gospels the philosophy of
part Spiritism —are conscious that, in the divine order,
progression upwards ever ows out of a corrupted and mis-
directed state or condition. Indeed, they have the evidence,
notwithstanding the general depravity visible in every direc-
tion, that the moral force has actually more than maintained
its status in the constant increase of those who become con-
vinced of the truths of Spiritualism, and consequently live
a belter life, in view of coming into close rapport with loved
ones passed on to spirit-life. The fact is not apparent to the
immoral and corrupt, beeause they never give the subject
their consideration; neither to the creedista, who oppose
Spiritualism, and therefore are willfully oblivious to Its heav-
enward influences.

Mr. Hyneman has published and edited numerous other
works of deeper importance perhaps to the specialist, but not
one so truly valuable aa this to general readers. We should
all hope his little twenty-five cent pamphlet* will meet with
the hearty success it merits.

* Published bj D. M Bennett, Science Hell, Eighth Street. New York

TEST CONDITIONS FOR PHYSICAL MEDIUMS.

BY “ COMMON SENSE."

r.Robert Cooper, Of London, said both wisely and well
when he remarked of the Spiritual Scientist that “ a
good purpose will have been answered by its strictures, if it
makes mediums more careful and investigators more discrim-
inating.” And this is what the Spiritual Sciential is doing, and
will do. It is, and has been, opening the eyes of all to the
“ carelessness " of mediums, as Mr. Cooper labels it Trick-
ery and fraud is the name by which men in common life just-
ly call it
Following out this “ good purpose,” | would ask, What
tests ought we to apply ta those claiming te he mediums for
flower andparaflint mold manifestations t
The experience of the last few months has plainly and
conclusively shown that the tests as advocated and used by
Mrs. Thayer and Mrs. Hardy furnish no evidence that their
manifestations are of other than human or mundane origin.
Prof. Denton has shown us that the flowers can be ejected
by Mrs. Thayer when the is enclosed in her netting bag,
with or without seams, because Mrs. Denton had done it,
and the New York Seven have demonstrated how easy it is
for Mrs. Hardy to project her molds through the seams of
hex bag and place them beneath the table. Tbe natural con-
clusion therefore is, that both these pretended phenomena
are tricks of a very bold character ; since these tests or evi-
dences, which these ladies propose, prove to be neither tests
nor evidences in the slightest degree, and, as such, are them-
selves cheats and delusions. Clearly then, and these ladies
cannot escape it, they must submit and acknowledge them-
selves to be cheats, and their followers dupes, or they must
arrange their netting bags in such a way aa to asake It im-
possible for others than the non-mundane to produce their
manifestations. It is their duty to themselves to clean their
skirts of this most palpable inference of their being tricks-
ters. If they are honest, they can easily do so, by enclosing
the space, within which the flowers and molds are to be pro-
duced, in tbe netting bag, made without teams, with its
mouth drawn towards the audience, and in plain sight of all,
dosed tightly all the time. Moreover, and further, ia the
cate of the molds, the paraffine most be weighed the last
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thing before closing the bag, guarded while there, and
weighed, with the mold, soon as they are cold enough.

Nothing short of this is evidence of anything except
trickery. None are genuine which cannot stand this test.
Why 1 we have in New York a performer who can put
“ Boston’s trusted medium " to shame in the matter of molds.
New York's “trusted medium” beats “ Boston’s trusted
medium ” by odds, in the absence of these tests, producing
seventeen to twenty molds to the latter’s one, and “ no pains
in her limbs,” either,— an affliction which, the Banner of Light
says, troubles Mrs. Hardy when she has not a rubber mat
under the pail!

Let the Banner quit its balderdash, and insist upon its
trusted mediums all giving real tests instead of pretended
ones,—delusions.

It will not do to say the netting or the weighing will inter-
fere with the “ conditions,” or with the “ magnetic ” action.
Mrs. Thayer and Mrs. Hardy have both sanctioned the
use of the former, and Mrs. Hardy of the latter also, and
have used them. Let them use both in the right way.

And, now, Mr. Robert Cooper, as soon as he reaches Lon-
don, can put our fellow Spiritualists there on the track and
course of the same “ good purpose,” which he justly ascribes
to the Spiritual Scientist, by seeing to it that the exhibitions
of Miss Lottie Fowler, and other flower and mold mediums,
conform to the right way in applying tests to their manifes-
tations.

Then shall we cease to hear that Miss Fowler's perform-
ances were not as satisfactory as heretofore. They wilt be
satisfactory one way or the other, either as genuine or false.
The wide netting suitable to be used is known here as bobi-
net lace, | am told. In the absence of such lace, or wide
netting, let the seams be run with a continuous thread through
a sewing machine. The seams cannot be used fraudulently
without breaking the thread, and so leading to detection.

Mrs. Hardy will never, when here, consent to the use of this
single thread. It probably interferes with “ magnetic” ac-
tion.

New York, August i, 1876.

From the Shaker.
MATERIALIZATION AMONG THE

BY GRANVILLE T. SPROAT.

INDIANS.

"I'hF most remarkable case of materialization among the
1 Indians that came to my notice, during my twelve years of
residence among them, was during the summer of 1836, of
which | noted down the particulars at the time, and of which
the following is the history:—

Ke-che Be-zhe-kee, OF Big Buffalo, as he was called by
the Americans, was at that time chief of that band of Ojibway
Indians who dwelt on the south-west shores of Lake Superior,
and were best known by the name of the “Lake Indians.”
He was wise and sagacious in council, a great orator, and was
much reverenced by the Indians for his supposed intercourse
with the Man-i-toes, or spirits, from whom they believed he
derived much of his eloquence and wisdom in governing the
affairs of the tribe.

In the summer of 1836, his only son, a young man of rare
promise, suddenly sickened and died. The old chief was
almost inconsolable for bis loss, and, as a token of his affec-
tion for his son, had him dressed and laid in the grave in the
same military coat, together with the sword and epaulets,
which he had received a few months before as a present from
the Great Father at Washington. He also had placed beside
him his favorite dog, to be his companion on his journey to
the land of souls.

One morning, a few months after his death, the oid chief
came to my wigwam, his step light and elastic like a child, his
form erect, and his face lighted up as if be had just received
some new and joyful intelligence.

“l have seen him,” he said; “I have seen him whom we
mourned as dead! | have seen him, and he is still alive 1”
“Seen himl when?” | asked. “Yesterday, in the Mc-ta-wa
(sacred dance). We were all assembled together in the great
dancing lodge of the chiefs, to worship before the Great
Spirit, and On-wl came there and joined us.” “Whatl in
your dance before the Great Spirit? Did you speak to him?"
“We did, and he spoke to us." “What did he say?” *“He
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said it was weakness for us to mourn for him. He had gone
to the happy hunting grounds, far better than these on the
| cold shores of the lake. He mentioned some of those whom
.he had seen, particularly Man-i-bozho and Ah-ke-wain-se, who
|had welcomed him there.” “Did he join with you in the
dance?" “He did. We all danced before the Greet Spirit.
1 0On-wi danced with us. His step was light as a fawn. His face
was bright as the sky overhead. | wish you could have seen
him. It made our hearts glad and joyful as the birds in
spring. After the dance we all sat down and smoked the pipe
lof peace together.” “But how do you know it was On-wi
'whom you saw? May it not have been some one of the tribe
who counterfeited him, with his face painted with the sacred
emblems which you wear in the dance?” “Did | not mark
his form, his features, his every look? Was he not dressed
in the very coat | gave him, a present from the Great Father
at Washington? Who else in all the tribe has a coat like
that? How then could 1 be deceived?” “And you—every
one of you—saw him?” “Every one of us. Ask the aged
men, and they will tell you. The wisest men of the tribe
were there. Could they, too, be deceived? Have they got
jeyes, and do not see straight forward? Have they got ears,
and do not hear what is spoken to them? Ask them, and they
will tell you the truth. Their tongues are not hung in the
middle, speaking lies at both ends, like the pale faces. The
toes of their feet do not turn outward, so that they walk two
ways at once, like them. They keep straight forward in the
'path. Ask them, and they will tell you the truth.”
I dul ask them, and heard from them the same report
brought to me by the old chief concerning his son. For
many days it was the theme of conversation in every wigwam
of the camp. The old men spoke of it in an undertone, with
their heads bowed as if in reverence; and one day, while
walking through the camp, | saw Wah-chus-co, the great seer
,of the tribe, standing amidst a group of earnest listeners,
and, with a great burst of eloquence, telling them how Ke-che
Man-i-to made the two worlds round, like the sun, for so the
spirits had taught him; and taking a piece of birch bark, and
drawing on it two spheres touching each other, he pictured to
1them whole bands of joyous spirits passing from one to the
jother, thus bringing together the inhabitants of the seen and
I unseen worlds.

THE BORDER LAND OF SOME WONDERFUL
MYSTERY.

ays the New Age, “ Say what we will of the phyncal phe-
nomena of Spiritualism, accounting them false or true
according to our individual determination, at least we must
admit that there are certain mental or psychical phenomena
attending it that are truly remarkable and impressive. What-
ever clairvoyance clairaudience, mesmerism, and psychometry
may be, they certainly indicate or suggest some extraordinary
and wonderful possibilities inherent in the human mind or
soul. These possibilities — nay, these actualities — develop
themAlves sometimes early, sometimes late; sometimes sud-
denly, sometimes gradually. But, however and whenever
they appear, they astonish and baffle every one. In their
presence we seem to stand on the border land of some pro-
found and far-reaching mystery of our nature. Whither it
will lead us, we cannot say; yet without doubt it challenges,
not only curiosity, but well-grounded hope and expectation.
Through these darkling hints we may yet come upon some
outlying capacities of our being, in the exercise of which we
shall be led into spaces of thought and knowledge as Urge as
those to which the telescope and spectroscope have already
introduced us. Five senses we say we have at present. Does
not even science admit the possibility that we may yet devel-
op other senses, which shall make us acquainted with things
in heaven and earth of which, up to this time, we have no
apprehension ?”

A rter the death of Abdermen, Calif! of Cordova, tbs fob
lowing paper was found in his own handwriting : “ Fifty years
have eUpsed since | became Califl. 1 have possessed riches,
honors, pleasures, friends, — In short, everything that sun
can desire m this world. | have reckoned up the days in
which | could say that | was really happy, and they amount
to fturittn." Oh, the consummate vanity of worldly fame
and greatness |
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PROSECUTION AND PERSECUTION OF A
MEDIUM.

R. W. Flint, a medium of New York City, having been
sued by his wife, Mrs. H. M. Flint, for alimony, finds
himself, through a process of law, in Ludlow Street Jail
A member of any Christian sect, under the same cir-
cumstances, would meet the same fate. In New York
City it is probably a daily occurrence, and nothing is
said about it; but a Spiritualist, and a prominent spir-
itual medium at that — the opportunity is too good to be
lost, and the daily press devote their columns to the
sensational rumors that aie set afloat concerning him.

We are anxious to eliminate fraud and humbug from
Spiritualism, and well-attested cases of imposture we do
not hesitate to bring to the notice of our readers. We
are well aware of the malice and envy with which our
mediums are pursued, and in all cases will give them the
benefit of a doubt. That Dr. Flint has given evidence
that he possesses mediumistic power, is unquestionable,
and there may be cases where a theory of fraud is tena-
ble ; but who believes, on the simple testimony of Mrs.
Flint, the enraged wife of the accused, that Dr. Flint
was in the habit of opening the sealed letters which he
proffered to answer, without opening, by the aid of spirit
power. Mrs. Flint says, —

“ When answering his numerous letters, the doctor always
locked himself in a private room, and could not be disturbed.
In this room he had a little iron bracket with a pair of clamps,
which could be fastened to a gas pipe, and which sustained,
immediately over the burner, a small open iron platform. On
this be placed a little tin tea-kettle, and when the water boiled
it is claimed he opened the letters by holding them over the

escaping steam. Having possessed himself of their contents,
and written the answers, he carefully sealed them up again.”

It would be exceedingly difficult for an expert to open
all letters in this way and cover up the marks of his de
ception. Many of the letters, too, were enclosed in
several envelopes, each protected with sealing wax and
seal. No “ little tin tea-kettle” could answer letters as
he has done under these circumstances. Even admitting
that be was in the habit of opening letters, it does not
explain the convincing test answers which were re-
tained.

The secular press in New York which, in the recent
congressional debate, to earnestly sustained Mr. James
0.
sftonld be coosidemd sacred, do not hesitate to descend
to the mean trick of overhauling the private papers of a

-gentleman arrested on a civil suit, and acleoting there-
irom, for publication, such portion as would, in their
opinion, create a sensation. If Mr. Henry Ward Beech-
er’s correspondence had been treated in the same man-

Blaine, in his pica agd claim that private letters
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ner, we fancy there would have been a howl of “ base
outrage,” from one end of Christendom to the other.
When will Spiritualists see the necessity of an organiza-
tion that shall teach these gentlemen of the press a sal-
utary lesson ?

THE TRANSLATION OF AGRIPPA.

The publication of the translation of the writings of
Henry Cornelius Agrippa, in the Spiritual Scientist,
ceased in our last issue. They will not be renewed in
that form, but in a few months “ Buddha” will renew his
contributions, which will take the form of a series of
articles, rejecting some portions, and commenting upon
or explaining others. He is a clear and interesting
writer, and can present the subject in an instructive
manner.

While Edwards Pierrepont dweltamong us he was in the
habit of consulting spiritual mediums, and among them the
impostor Flint, whose tricks have just been exposed; but
soon after bis recent arrival in London, as American Minis-
ter, he appeared before the archbishops and bishops of Eng-
land with a speech glorifying the Episcopal Church, as though
he were a rigid and orthodox saint of the Establishment. He
might have surprised the lords spiritual by recounting his
experiences in Spiritualism. But he said not a word about
his consultation with mediums, or about the ways and means
of communication with the other world, or about the news he
got from the shadowy realm, which none of the ecclesiastical
dignitaries whom he addressed had ever explored. It was a
strange omission. It was another of his blunders. If he had
taken up the subject in befitting style, and brought all his
eloquence to bear upon it, he would have dumbfounded even
the archbishops and bishops of England. —,Vnv Y»rk Sim.

In this respect Mr. Pierrepont is but a type of a
very, very large class of people who might properly be
called,— Hypocrites. That is, believing one thing,
they affirm the opposite. Public opinion is, for them,
the most powerful monarch. The voice of God, beard
in their innermost soul, is unheeded. * Be thyself” is
superseded by the command of the fashionable world,
which says, “ Do as we do.” What wonder, then, that
Mr. Pierrepont should make a bid for the recognition
of society in England by “ glorifying the Episcopal
Church”? Many a Protestant clergyman, not only in
America and England, but throughout the civilized
world, has seen and heard, and yet says “ not a word ”
about his experiences in Spiritualism. The subject is
not “ tabooed ” in England as in America, and some
who attend the Episcopal Church are open and avowed
Spiritualists.  Mr. Edwards Pierrepont will find that
a number of the members of the royal family, and a
large sprinkling of the aristocracy, of England have,
like himself, consulted “ spiritual mediums.”

TRANSFORMATION OF HUMAN BODIES.

Under the caption, “ Strange Transformation of Two Hu-
man Bodies,” the Clintin, lowa, Herald narrates what an
exchange calls “ the following rare occurrence: ” —

Some fourteen years ago, two children of Calvin Upton,
aged five and seven years respectively, died of scarlet fever,
and were bnried on the lot corner of Fourth Street. It was
at first intended to remove the bodies to the East, and to pre-
serve them the interior of each coffin was lined with zinc, the
top being soldered in order to make it air-tight. The coffins
were buried deep, and were laid upon the solid limestone rock
which underlies the soil in that neighborhood.

A few days ago Mr. Upton decided to have the bodies of
his children removed to Springdale Cemetery, and to this end
the coffins were disinterred, and were found to be remarka-
bly weU preserved, but unusually heavy, —so heavy, in fact,
that it required two men to lift each of the little coffins. This
fact did not at first attract attention, however, and the bodies
were duly interred in the cemetery without being examined.
A day or two after (he second interment one of our physicians
learned of the peculiar fact attaching to the little coffins, and,
through bis Nbirg, 88r. Upton allowed the coffins to te taken
up amd ogemed, when the spectators, including several doc-
tors, were greatly astonisbed to notice the good state of pres-
creation within the caskets. The features were white, and
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regular in form. The clothing was undecayed, and even some
natural dowers, which were placed in one tiny hand upon the
peaceful breast, were as fresh in appearance as when they
were placed there, fourteen years ago.

Upon touching the face the physicians were still further
astonished by the discovery that the bodies, by some chemi-
cal action, had been transformed into a hard substance re-
sembling white soap. The face, when touched, we are told,
“ felt just like soap;” and the unusual weight of the caskets
indicated that a sort of petrifaction had also taken place. No
extended examination of the remains was made, in defereoce
to the friends of the dead children; and the bodies were
again consigned to the grave.

It is supposed that the caskets were some time air-tight,
but finally the lime-water forced its way inside, and, by one of
those curious chemical processes peculiar to nature's labora-
tory, produced the results noted.

It is quite probable that these bodies had become changed
into what chemists call “ adipocere,” or “ fat-wax,” a sub-
stance that was first distinctly noticed and described in
France, nearly a century ago. It results from a chemical
charge in animal substances, from causes not fully under-
stood. It partakes of the nature both of wax and fat, and
may be used in the arts as substitutes for these substances.
Chemically it may be considered as ammoniacal soap, la the
decomposition of the animal substance the solid fat acids,
manganic, stearic, etc., combine with ammonia to form adipo-
cere, which remains after all else is dissipated. In 1787 it
became necessary to remove some of tl.e contents of ancient
cemeteries in Paris, and a large number of bodies were taken
up. In some places the poor had been buried in great pits,
each body enclosed in a cheap wooden box. It was found
that some of the bodies had turned to a soft, ductile, grayish-
white substance, apparently of a nature intermediate between
wax and fat. The workmen found it very convenient to roll
the bodies into compact bundles like slabs of soft wax. The
bones and hair alone had not much changed, and even the
grave-clothing and the wood of the coffins were but slightly
altered. But the brain, the viscera, the muscles, and all the
animal tissues had changed to the substance which is known
as adipocere. It has also been found in considerable quanti-
ties in the potter’s field of New York City. It may result
from the decomposition of other animal bodies as well as
those of human beings.

RELIGIOUS VIEWS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

John S. C. Abbott writes, in the Independent, that Dr. Exra
Stiles, President of Yale College, who had long been the inti-
mate and admiring friend of Dr. Franklin, wrote soliciting
his portrait for the college library. In the letter he stated
that he had never known the sentiment of Dr. Franklin upon
the subject of religion, and added r-

I wish to know the opinion of my venerable friend concern-
ing Jesus of Nazareth. He will not impute this to imperti-
nence, or improper curiosity, in one who for so many years
has continued to love, estimate, and reverence his abilities
and literary character with an ardor and affection bordering
on adoration.

Franklin was then in his eighty-fifth year, and very infirm.
In his response he stated that this was the first time he
had ever been questioned upon the subject of religion, and
added:—

Here is my creed: | believe in one God, the creator of the
universe. That he governs it by his providence. That he
ought to be worshiped. That the most acceptable service we
tender to him is doing good to his other children. That the
soul of man is immortal, and will be treated with justice, in
another life, respecting its conduct in this. These | take to
be the fundamental points in all sound religion ; and 1 regard
them, as you do, in whatever sect 1 meet them.

As to Jesus of Nazareth, my opinion of whom you particu-
larly desire, | think his system of morals and his religion, as
he left them to us, the best the world ever saw, os is likely to
see. But 1 apprehend it has received various corrupting
changes; and 1 have, with most of the present Dissenters in
England, some doubts as to his divinity, though it is a ques-
tion | never dogmatize upon, having never studied It, and
think it needless to busy myself with it now, when I expect
soon an opportunity of knowing the truth with less trouble.

| see no harm, however, in its being believed, if that be
liel has the good consequence, ss it probably has, of making
his doctrines more respected and more observed; especially
as | do not perceive that the Supreme takes it amiss, by dis-
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tinguishing the unbelievers in his government of the world
with any peculiar marks of bis displeasure. | shall only add,
respecting myself, that, having experienced the goodness of
that Being in conducting me prosperously through a long life,
| have no doubt of its continuance in the next, though with-
out the smallest conceit of mentioning such goodness.

He then adds the following very suggestive postscript: —

| confide that you will not expose me to criticism and cen-
sures by publishing any part 01 this communication to you.
| have ever let others enjoy their religious sentiments with-
out reflecting on them for those that appeared to me unsup-
portable or even absurd. All sects here, and we have a great
variety, have experience of my good will in assisting them,
with subscriptions, for the building of their new places of
worship. And, as | have never opposed any of their doc-
trines, 1 hope to go out of the worla in peace with them all.

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.

Bv honest doubt and skepticism we shall be enabled
to reach a rational system of thought that will emanci-
pate us from superstitions of every character.

Don't say that you can’t afford to go to camp-meet-
ing. If it occursanywhere within one hundred miles of
your neighborhood, go, — and you won't regret it.

“ President Grant and his whole court belong to
the Methodist Church, and go punctually to church
every Sunday,” — so says a Bremen journal in an arti-
cle oa the “ Churches of North America.”

The Sunday Herald says that Mr. Pierrepont, Min-
ister to England, is not the only gentleman of “ eminent
respectability " who is in the habit of sneaking in at the
back doors of mediums. The Herald is correct.

Prof. Wagner publishes, in the St. Petersburg Jour-
nal, a seveie critical reply to the report of the Russian
Scientific Committee on Spiritual Phenomena, in vindi-
cation, to use his own words, “ of the truth which they
have degraded.”

T he Editor of the Religio-Philosophical Journal who
has charge of the “olla podnda” in that paper called
“ Voices from the People,” finds abundant opportunity
to ventilate his ignorance by culling paragraphs from
various sources and then commenting thereon. If
he doesn't know that certain perfumes which are pleas-
ing to the lower, undeveloped, unharmonious spirits are
objectionable to the higher, and vice versa, then he had
better learn that fact, not only by study, but by casual
observation.

Dr. Slade, who is now in London, England, made a
short call upon Mrs. Makdougall Gregory. In the course
of conversation he placed a hand upon the back of her
chair, as he was sitting near her side, and asked Mr.
Harrison, who was sitting in front, to rest his hand on
the top of the chair on the other side. The instant the
two hands touched the chair, without grasping it, it rose
vertically and steadily, with Mrs. Gregory upon it, to a
height of about nine inches, and descended with the
same precision. This was in broad daylight

T he alacrity with which some persons dismiss their
friends, after they have committed the worn-out casket to
the dust, and the warmth with which they repel even the
suggestion of possible communion, seems little short of
brutal to those who have had the “ proof palpable " of
spirit return. — Sunday HtraU.

Mrs. Dr. Clara A. Field, an able and eloguent spir-
itual lecturer, will speak in Investigator Hall next Sun-
day forenoon. Admittance free. The public are cor-
dially invited to attend.
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SPIRITUAL DIVINATION.

A KfM of article*, remed for the Spiritual Scientist, from the S. F. Ranner
of Profreea, 1867.

BY J.

s the Bible, beside the arts of divination practiced by the

Jewish priests and prophets, there are, according to Smith’s
Dictionary of the Bible, sixteen methods of divination men-
tioned, aid, for the greater part, forbidden as interfering with
the Jewish monopoly, as follows :—

W. M.

“Diviners are first mentioned as a prominent body in the
Egyptian court. (Gen. all, 8.)— I. Ckattnmim. They were a
class of Egyptian priests, eminent for learning.— 2. Ckeuamim
(Ex.vii,n.) Possioly these, as well as their predecessors,
were merely a learned class, invested by vulgar superstition
with hidden power. Daniel was made head of the college by
Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. v, 11).—3. Mecasskephim (Ex. vn, it,
Cxsjkapkim). The word seems to denote mere jugglers of
the class to which belonged Jannes and Jambres (2 Tim. iii, 8)
How they produced the wonders which hardened the heart of
Pharaoh it is Idle to conjecture. Michaelis explains them to
be astrologers,' such as in ancient times were supposed to be
able to control the sun and moon by spells. Women were
supposed to be peculiarly addicted to these magical arts (Ex.
xxli, 18).—4. YuUt'onim (Lev. xix, 31; xx,6\ ‘wiiards.” Those
that could by whatever means reveal the future.—;. Okotk
(Lev. xx, 6; Is. viii. 19; xix, 3). The word properly means
apirits of the dead,’ and tb-n by an easy metonymy tho e
who consulted them. They are also called Pythones. Hence
the apirit of Python' (Acts rvi, 16). These ventrilogquists
‘peeped and muttered' from the earth, to imitate the voice of
txe revealing familiar (Is. xxix, 4, etc.; 1 Sam. xxviii, 8; Lev.
XX, 27). Ok proberlv means a bottle (job xxxii, 19), and was
applied to the magician, because he was supposed to be in-
stated by the spirit. Of this class was the witch of Endor.—
6. Kattm, kttamim (Deut. xvii, to). This word may be taken
to mean astrologers, magicians, etc.—7. Me'onen (Mlc. v, 12;
2 Kings xxi, 6( A. V. an observer of times.’) It is derived
from ~Aana, /# cover, and may mean, generally, ‘using hidden
arts’ (Is. ii, 6; Jer. xxvii, 9). If it be derived from ‘'ain, an
eye, it will mean ‘one who fascinates with the eyes,’ as in the
Syr Vers. A belief in the evil eye was universal, and is often
alluded to in the Scripture (Deut xxiii, 6; Matt xx, 15; Job
iv, y, 1 Sam. xviti, 9. ‘Saul eyedpavid'). Others again make
ths decentm (ls. ii, 6, etc), ‘soothsayers,” who predicted -times’
as in A. V. from the observation of the clouds. In Judges
ix, 37, the expression ‘terebinth of Me'onenim' refers not so
much to the general sacredness of great trees, as to the fact
that (probably) here Jacob had buried his amulets (Gen. xxxv,
4k—«e kienackaskim (Ps. lviii, 5; 2 Kings xvii, 7; xxi, 6, etc.,
A. V. enchanters), who were supposed to render serpents in-
nocuous and obedient (Ex. vii, 9; Jer. viii, 17; Eccl. x, 11,X
chiefly by the power of music; but also no doubt by the pos-
session of some genuine and often hereditary secret. They
had a similar power over scorpions. The root has, however, a
general meaning of learning by experience’ like to ‘augur,’ in
English (Gen. xxx, 27.)—9. Ckoker ckekeerim. Those who ac-
quired power by uttering spells, etc.—10. Belemants. Alluded
to in Ex xxi, 21, where Nebuchadnezzar, at the parting of two
ways, uses divination by arrows to decide whether he shall
proceed against Jerusalem or Rabbah. Jerome explains it of
mingling, in a quiver, arrows on which were inscribed the
names of various cities, that city being attacked the name of
which was drawn out Estitrs says he threw up a bundle of
arrows to see which way they would light, and, falling on the
right hand, he marched toward Jerusalem.—11. Closely con-
nected with this was divining by rods (Hos. iv, 12).—12. Cup
divination (Gen. xliv, J). Parkhurst and others, denying that
diviaatsoa is intended, make it a mere cup of office for which
he would search carefully. But in all probability the A. V.
it right The divination was by means of radiations from
the water, or from magically inscribed gems, etc., thrown into
it—13. Consultation of Teraphim (Zech. x, 2; Ex xxi, 21;
I Sam. xv, 23). These were wooden images (I Sam. xix, 13)
consulted as idols,” from which the excited worshippers fan-
cied that they received oracular responses [probably by rap-
piagsi—I14- Divination by the liver (Ex xxi, 21). The liver
was the most important part of the sacrifice. Thus the
deaths of both Alexander and Hephsestlon were foretold.—
if. Dirinstioa by dreams (Dent, xflt, a, 3; Judg. vii, 13; Jer.
xxiii). Many warnings occur in Scripture against the impos-
tures attendant on the interpretation 01 dreams (Zech. a, 2, etc).
We no direct trace of seeking for dreams.—to.
Tho consultation of oracles may be considered as another
form of divination (In. all, zi 24, aliv, 7) The term oracle
if applied to tbs Holy of Holies (1 Kings vi, 164 Px zxviii, 2).
That there were several oracles of heathen gods known to
tho Jews, wo may Infer both from the mention of that Of Baal-
sahmb at Ekroo (X Kings i, 1-6), sad from the towns named
Debar."

SCIENTIST.

In Deut. xviii, 9-14, there are no fewer than eight different
grides of divination mentioned; 1st, A reader, or interpre-
ter, of divinations; 2d, A practicer of occult arts; 3d, An
augurer; 4th, An enchanter, or one who gained the ear of
the gods through incantation and invocations, or prayer,
praise, and song; ;th, One who dealt in charms and amulets;
6th, A soothsayer, or one who possessed a familiar spirit,
who served him at all times; 7th, A wizard, or wise man,
who, being in possession of more wisdom than his fellows,
could, by his wider observation, greater experience, and com-
mon sense, divine the past, present, and future; 8th, A ne-
cromancer, equivalent to the modern term “Spiritualist,"—
one who consulted the spirits of the dead. The writer ot
Deuteronomy evidently intended to include in the category
every system of divination, all of which he condemned as
unlawful, except the Mosaic, which, of course, none could
practice but the priests. Balaam has a prominent position in
Scripture history as s soothsayer and divine. His preten-
sions are considered valid, iad the guardian spirit of Israel,
the familiar of Moses, condescends td use him as a medium
to communicate with Balak, king of Moab, and gave him the
“vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his
eyes open.” Even Balaam's ass was a medium, and a trance
speaker. If the Scriptures present one fact more forcibly
than another, it is this : there was a cootinual demand for
counsel in regard to coming events from supernal sources;
there is manifested a conscious lack of experience, which no
other source could supply. Believing every part of Nature
to be acted upon by spiritual beings or gods, and in their
power to communicate, from their own intense desire to re-
ceive those communications, they could not do otherwise
than construct systems of divination, from the simple draw-
ing of lots to the more complex geomantic and astrological,
ai an alphabet for the reading of the will of the Gods, “the
whole of which,” says Wilson, in his Dictionary of Astrology,
“is the effect of that sympathy which pervades all Nature,
and which is the fundamental principle of ail divination,
under whatever form practiced, where the querent (questioner)
and the artist (medium) are sincere. There is nothing in it
either celestial or diabolical, meritorious or criminal, good or
evil. A person is equally justifiable in making an inquiry into
one thing as another; and to propose a horary (astrological)
question is an act as indifferent in itself as to ask. What is
o'clock? It contains nothing supernatural, for it is Nature
itself, operating in its usual way. It is the same kind of sym-
pathy which causes the magnet and iron to attract each other;
a detached portion of the earth to return to the common
centre ; the water to approach the luminaries; the child to
approach the nipple; the planets to revolve around the sun;
the needle to point to the pole; the husband to suffer the
pain of gestation alternately with his wife, and to have milk
in his breasts at the time of parturition; the mother to feel
the flow of milk into her breasts some seconds before the
child awakes; the marks imprinted on the child in the womb
by the mother's wan's or fears; the increasing or diminishing
color of a fruit-mark, as the fruit it represents is in or out of
season ; the turbulence of wine at vintage time; the respon-
sive sound of one musical instrument untouched to another
that is struck ; and a thousand mere instances superfluous to
mention. All instinct is sympathy, and the same common
affinity between various parts of matter which induces rats to
forsake a falling house,—ants to quit their nests, carrying
their young with them, before an inundation, and dags to
foretell disaster,—will enable a human being to proposs x
horary question at the instant of time when the heavens are
favorably disposed to give a solution.”

But ail diviners are not thus willing to attribute to natural
causes and coincidences their powers of divination ; the less
cultured arc like the savage, who “attributes every natural
phenomenon, that la inexplicable to him, to immediate spir-
itual influence. This is so natural to him, and goes so far,
that every savage—like Campe’'s man Friday when he plunges
his hand into a boiling pot—rather imagines spirit and magic
power in the cause of the smart, than seeks for it in natural
cauaes.”

Even Jesus is thought by some to have practiced the arts
of divination, as In the case of the woman caught in adultery,
when be stooped and wrote on the ground with his finger,
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which was the practice of the geomancers, who, making from
an uncertain and uncounted number of marks of sixteen lines
on the ground, erected their gecomantic scheme; a relic of
which is found in the common "Napoleon’s Oraculum.”

CONCERNING THE HOLMESES.
To the Editor of the Spiritual Scientist:

Dear Sir —Under a promise from you when | first be
came your reader, that I might ask questions, | now venture
to trouble you, though previous efforts of mine in the same
direction do not warrant me full hope that my requests will
be attended to.

In your last publication, No. 21, is a communication, over
the signature of Nelson Holmes, in which he denies certain
charges made against him and his lady in the Scientist To
this denial you reply, that the article in question was taken
(without credit) from an English paper, that “ our (your)
columns are open to him (Mr. Holmes), and ever have been;”
and in the cocctusion of your remarks you add, “The matter
referred to has been fully ventilated in all the Spiritual papers
* + * and we have no doubt our readers have read enough to
become satisfied as to the facts in the case.”

Without criticising vour conduct in quoting serious charges,
without comment, against persons, from other papers, which
you do not fully endorse, | will proceed to say 1 am very glad
that your columns are still open to Mr. Holmes, and that all
of your readers (one certainly) have not read enough to “be-
come satisfied" as to the whole truth in the matter of the
Katy King affair in which Mrs. Holmes is said to have prac-
ticed deception, and to have completely blinded the life-long
philosopher and investigator, R. D. Owen. What has been
said in other Spiritual papers than the Scientist, 1do not
know, as 1 read no other; but as far as a full investigation of
the thing has been had in that paper, | hive to say there has
been nothing satisfactory—nothing like the clear criticisms,
pio and con, that we have had in the case of Mrs. Hardy.

I am, and have been, a patient investigator of Spiritualism
for many years, and must say that 1 have greatly regretted
this lack of a full exposition of this affair in your paper, be-
cause | believe that if the Holmeses have practiced success-
fully such gross impositions in the presence of one of our
most thoughtful men, as the secular papers charge, and as
Mr. Owen admits, then his two volumes on the subject of
Spiritualism, which have convinced hundreds—perhaps thou-
sands—Ilose nearly all their weight; for he is as likely to have
been deceived in all his investigations as in the case of the
Holmeses.

| belong to a class of investigators who were young men
with Mr. Owen, have been readers of his Free Enquirer
long, long ago, and have had great confidence in his powers of
analysis and keen observation; and, in want of personal ex-
perience, have fully accepted his as genuine, and have almost
—some of us quite—been convinced of the truth of Spirit-
ualism. This Katy King deception—if it was a deception—
has been unusually discouraging, and has driven verv many
back into materialism. | would now request Mr. Hofmes to
accept the kind offer of your columns, and to give such of
your readers as read no other organ of Spiritualism but yours
a thorough and candid account of this Owen-Childs Katy
King business. If there was an outside ring formed, as he
hints, “outside of our (his) rooms,” let him tell us all about it,
with the proofs of his assertion. Let him say if this “dis-
reputable woman” of whom he speaks was ever employed by
him or his lady, and, if so, in what capacity.

Many would be pleased, also, if Mr. Owen would be more
explicit than he has been. Let him give the public, through
your columns, the proofs—all the proofs—that may go to
justify him in withdrawing bis endorsement of the genuine
ness of the Holmes manifestations.

Through the Scientist, we have learned that Dr. Olcott has
investigated the affair, and has given the public his observa-
tions through other journals; out we, the readers of your
paper, have not beeu permitted to see much—nothing satis-

factory. So, too, Dr. Childs teems to be implicated in some
way; but how? |, for one, have never been able to learn.
Give us light Edward M. MacGraw.

Plymouth, Wit.

Our correspondent must have overlooked the correspon.
dence and the editorial opinions on the Holmes matter; cer-
tainly It occupied a large portion of the Scientist at that time.
The simple facts are these: Dr. Childs and Robert Dale
Owen became satisfied of fraud on the part of Mr. and Mrs.
Holmes, and made a statement to this effect in all of the
spiritual papers; Madame Blavatsky, in a long letter to the
Scientist, which had been refused by the Banner and R. P,
Journal, openly charged Dr. Child with being a party to the
deception, of sharing in the proceeds, of being present when
the photograph of Katy King was taken, and knowing how It
*ns Hone ; the secular papers enlarged upon the story, Impli-
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cating a former servant of the Holmeses; the defense of
Nelson Holmes was a full denial of all charges, and explain
ing the position of affairs by alleging that it was a conspiracy
on the part of the Young Men's Christian Association of
Philadelphia.

This is a plain statement, in a few words, of the Holmes
exposure at Philadelphia. The Holmeses have always denied
that there was any imposture on their part. The evidence,
pro and con, as we have before said, was printed in full, and
each and every one had a perfect right tct,draw their own con-
clusions in the matter. At a later day, Col. Olcott investi-
gated, and obtained what he considered genuine manifesta-
tions ; but their value in Holmes’ favor was nullified by the
fact that another powerful medium was present at the trials.
Later still, in Brooklyn, the society of Spiritualists published
full, and, to us, satisfactory, testimony that the Holmeses
could and would cheat if an opportunity offered itself. The
statement was satisfactory, and the criticisms as clear and
direct as in the case of Mrs. Hardy.

We expressed regret, in replying to Holmes’ letter, that
we had copied the article from the London Spiritualist with-
out credit. Concerning the tricky cabinet, and the sliding
board, Mr. Holmes and his friends can have their opinion,
while we, in common with many who know them, can have
ours. We have no faith in any manifestations that may be
obtained through their powers, unless the conditions are un-
mistakably absolute test conditions. Such being the case,
there is no necessity for us to allude more fully to the “ mate-
rialization of Washington,” which is reported as having taken
place in their presence recently.

We said that our columns are open to Mr. Holmes, but we
decidedly object to burdening the majority of our readers
with a matter that has been so fully discussed in the past.
We would advise our correspondent to apply to Mr. Holmes
by letter if he wishes any further information concerning
them.—[Ed. Scientist.

THE WINDOW OF THE TEMPLE.

'T'hk Eve,— the Window of the Temple we call it,—who
I can explain it? How far do we get towards a knowledge
of its powers and properties by talking about the various
humors and lenses? It is a wonderfully constructed camera
obscura, it is a darkened chamber magnificently fitted up with
reflectors and glasses for the purpose of painting truthful rep-
resentatives of the outside world; but when we have said
this we have exhausted our knowledge, we can say no more,
and how much have we discoveredt We have made no prog-
ress at all towards the wonderful csnnection between the eye,
which is a mere machine, like any other optical instrument in
relation to it, and the mind, which is really the eye.

May we not say that the eye is framed as much to conceal
objects as to reveal them? Is it not most obvious how easily
it might have been constructed so as to reveal more to as
than it does ? It might have been more telescopic,— it might
have been more microscopic,— in either instance, the
source of how much happiness to us? Can we not conceive
how it might.have been framed so as to discover, not the
essence of things, but the more hidden and subtle vesture, in
which essences hide themselves? Instead of being an un-
ending means of delight and amusement to us, might it not,
by being fitted to see the hidden movements of life, have
been a source of neverending pain and annoyance ?

The eye appears to be the great source of all the wonder-
ful differences between men and men; in the enterprises into
the world of spirits, objects are not seen in glasses, crystals,
and bubbles : they are but the media, the fitting atmosphere
on which the form within the eye projects itself. The eye
again represents the differences between mind and mind
Darkened windows represent gloomy inhabitants. Windows
stained and soiled, begrimed with the accumulated deposits
of the road and the weather, represent unclean inhabitants;
and thus, in a figure, it may be said that the eye sees as the
mind wills it to do. Look at the clean, vivid, bright eye
does it not reveal to you a soul? and that heavy and un-
gleaming one, does not it also? The soul dete-mined or
fitted to look abroad cleans its windows,— thus, without ques-
tion, then, come to it more visions than can ever reach ordi-

not appear certain, now, that we must speak of an
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SPIRITUAL DIVINATION. In Deut. xviii. 9-14, there are no fewer than eight different
PViM<! for the Spibitual Scibntut, from the S. F. Banner Igraldes of divination mentioned : tst, A reader, or interpre-
of Profrtee. 1867. ter, of divinations; 2d, A praeticer of occult arts; 3d, An
BY J. W. M. augurer; 4th, An enchanter, or one who gained the ear of

. . - . the gods through incantation and invocations, or prayer,
N th_e Blb_le, beside the arts of divination pre.nctlced by. the praise, and song; jth, One who dealt in charms and amulets;
_Je\_msh priests and_propr_mets, there are,accord.m.g ‘9 Smith’s 6th, A soothsayer, or one who possessed a familiar spirit,

Dictionary of the Bible, sixteen mthods of finvmatn_on m_en-lWho served him at all times: 7th, A wizard, or wise man,

turned, gnd, for the greater part, forbidden as interfering with who, being in possession of more wisdom than his fellows,

the Jewish monopoly, as follows could, by his wider observation, greater experience, and com-
“Diviners are first mentioned as a prominent body in the mon sense, divine the past, present, and future; 8th, A ne-

Egyptian court (Gen. xli.fi.)—1. Cktviumim. They were a cromancer, equivalent to the modern term “Spiritualist,”—

class of Egyptian priests, eminent for learning.— a. t Ltuamim one who consulted the spirits of the dead. The writer of

(Ex. vii, it.) ~Possioly these, as well as their predecessors,' peteronomy evidently intended to include in the category

were merely a learned class, invested by vulgar superstition ! A .

with hidden power Daniel was made head o f the college by €VErY system of divination, all of which he condemned as

Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. v, it).—3. Mecasskephim (Ex. vu, 11, unlawful, except the Mosaic, which, of course, none could

Casskmpkim). The word seems to denote mere jugglers of practice but the priests. Balaam has a prominent position in

the class to which belonged Jannex and Jambres (2 Tim. iii, 8) Scripture history as a soothsayer and divine. Hia preten-

How they produced the wonders which hardened the heart of sjons are considered valid, Aid the guardian spirit of Israel,

Pharaoh It is Idle to conjecture. Michaelis explains them to o . :
be astrologers,' such as in ancient times were supposed to be the familiar of Moses, condescends 4d use him as a medium

able to control the sun and moon by spells. Women were t© communicate with Balak, king of Moab, and gave him the

to be peculiarly addicted to these magical arts (Ex. “Vviaion of the Almighty, failing into a trance, but having his
xxti, 18).—4. Yidde'onim (Lev. xix, 31; xx.6), ‘wizards.” Those eyes open.” Even Balsam’s iss was a medium, and a trance
that could by whatever means reveal the future.—5. ObOth'speaker. If the Scriptures present one fact more forcibly

Ealﬁg'\rﬁit:)(b?'tl‘::. \(Ijlél':{dl,'o;ar);:jxytﬁ)’;n E;‘Zn"grgy r?]ﬁg?]r}k’nyr?ﬁgn:i than another, it ia this ; there was a continual demand fmt
who consulted them. They are also called Pythones. Hence counsel in regard to coming event! from supernal sources;
the apirit of Python' (Acts xvi, 16). These ventriloquists there is manifested a conscious lack of experience, which no
speeped and muttered' from the earth, to imitate the voice of other source could supply. Believing every part of Nature
the revealing familiar (Is. xxix, 4, etc.; 1 Sam. xxviii, 8; Lev. to be acted upon by spiritual beings or gods, and in their
xx, I7). Oi proberly means a bottle (Job xxxii, 19), and was power to communicate, from their own intense desire to re-

applied to the magician, becau.e he was supposed to be in- B P .

/Used by the spirit Of this class was the witch of Endor.— ceive those communlciitlons,_ t_hey_ could not dq otherwise
& Kasem, kesamun (Peut. xvii, 10). This word may be taken than construct system* of divination, from the simple draw-
to mean astrologers, magicians, etc.—7. M imen (Mlc. v, 12; ing of lota to the more complex geomantic and astrological,
2 Kings xxi, 6t A. V. *an observer of times.)) It is derived as an alphabet for the reading of the will of the Gods, “the
from vfana. It cover, and may mean, generally, ‘using hidden \hole of which,” says Wilson, in his Dictionary of Astrology,
arts’ (Is. ii, 6 Jer. xxvii, 9). If it be derived from 'tin, an «js ¢ne effect of that sympathy which pervades all Nature,
eye, it will mean 'one who fascinates with the eyes,' as in the d which ia the fund tal orinciol f all divinati

Syr Vers. A belief in the evil eye was universal, and is often &1 Which 1a the fundamental principle ot all divination,
alluded to in the Scripture (Deut xxiii, 6; Matt xx, 1;; Job under whatever form practiced, where the querent (questioner)
iv, T. | Sum. xviii, 9. ‘Saul eyedp avid’). Others again make and the artist (medium) are sincere. There is nothing in it
the onentm (Is. ii, 6, etc), ‘soothsayers,” who predicted times’ either celestial or diabolical, meritorious or criminal, good or
asin A. V. from the observation of the clouds. InJudges i A person is equally justifiable in making an inquiry into

ix, 37, the expression terebinth of M ionentm’ refers not so . . .
much to the general sacredness of great trees, as to the fact one thing as another; and to propose a horary (astrological)

that (probably] here Jacob had buried his amulets (Gen. xxxv, duestion is an act as indifferent in itself as to ask, What is

4\ —*s Meneultmktm (Ps. lviii, 5; 2 Kings xvii, 7; xxi, 6, etc., o’clock? It contains nothing supernatural, for it is Nature

A. V. enchanters), who were supposed to render serpents in- itself, operating in its usual way. It is the same kind of sym-

nr?_CL#JUE ar;]d obed|enft (Ex. Y"b93 Jler. V"Iatyb ESCI'hX’ ILX pathy which causes the magnet and iron to attract each other;

chiefly by the power of music; but also no doubt by the a detached portion of the earth to return to the common
session of some genuine and often hereditary secret. ) L .

centre; the water to approach the luminaries; the child to

approach the nipple; the planets to revolve around the sun;

) the needle to point to the pole ; the husband to suffer the

quuud power by uttering spells, etc.—to. Btlemantt. Alluded pain of gestation alternately with his wife, and to have milk

to in Ex. xxi, 21, where Nebuchadnezzar, at the parting of tWo j hjs breasts at the time of parturition; the mother to feel

ways, uses divination by arrows to decide whether he shall o
proceed against Jerusalem or Rabbah. Jerome explains it of tTﬁldﬂOWif m'![':] into khe_r bre_a:tsd sorrtﬁ ser(]:_?gc!s kitre]fore thg
mingling, in a quiver, arrows on which were inscribed the C€hild awakes; the marks imprinted on the child in the wom

names of various cities, that city being attacked the name of by the mother's wan's or fears; the increasing or diminishing
which was drawn out. Estius says he threw up a bundle of color of a fruit-mark, as the fruit it represents is in or out of
arrows to see which way they would light, and, falling on the gseason ; the turbulence of wine at vintage time; the respon-
right hand, he marched toward Jerusalem —11. Closely con- gjye sound of one musical Instrument untouched to another

nected with this was divining by rods (Hos. iv, 12).—12. Cup . . .
divination (Gen. xliv, 5. Parkhurst and others, denying that that is struck ; and a thousand mere instances superfluous to

divination is intended, make it a mere cup of office for which mention. ~All ‘instinct is sympathy, and the same common
he would search carefully. But in all probability the A. V. affinity between various parts of matter which induces rats to
is right The divination was by means of radiations from forsake a falling house,—ants to quit their neats, carrying
the water, or from magically inscribed gems, etc” thrown into thejr young with them, before an inundation, and dogs to
Ilt;\rlr?.' x?/?gssllj(“atTlagsé)fwlregiil)gé?en(zienigg:é (21 S:!\Er)r({. );):)'( 215) foretell disa_ster,—will _enable a ht_Jman being to propose a
consulted as 'idols,’ from which the excited worshippers fan- horary question at the instant of time when the heavens are
cied that they received oracular responses [probably by rap- favorably disposed to give a solution.”
-14. Divination by the liver (Ex. xxi, 21). The liver But all diviners are not thus willing to attribute to natural
most important part of the sacrifice. Thus the causes and coincidences their powers of divination; the less
_of both Alexander and Hephaestlon were foretold.— cyitured are like the savage, who “attributes every natural
Divination by dreams (Dent, xfil, 2, 3; Judg. vii, 13; Jer. phenomenon, that ia ineaplicable to him, to immediate spir-

rail). Many occur in Scripture against the impos- X L .
oa the interpretation of dreams (Zech. x, 2, itual influence. This is so natural to him, and goes so far,
We find, however, no direct trace of seeking for dreams that every savage—like Campe’s man Friday when he plunges

The consultation of oracles may be considered as another his hand into a boiling pot—rather imagines spirit and magic
form of divination (la. xIl, 21-34; xliv, 7). 'The term oracle power in the cause of the smart, than seeks for it in natural
is applied to the Holy of Holies (1 Kings vi, 16; Pa xxviii, 3). cauaea.”

That there were several oracles of heathen gods known to Even J ia thouaht b 0 h ticed the ari
the Jews, we may infer both from the mention of that Of Baai- ven Jesus la thought by aome 1o have practiced the aria
sehnb at Ekroo 'a Kings i, 1-6), and from the towns named of divination, a* In the cate of the woman caught in adultery,
Dtbir.” when he stooped and wrote on the ground with hit finger,
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which was the practice of the geomancers, who, making from
an uncertain and uncounted number of marki of sixteen lines
on the ground, erected their geomantic scheme; a relic of
which is found in the common *’Napoleon’s Oraculum.”

CONCERNING THE HOLMESES.
To the Editor of the Spiritual Scientist:

Dear Sir:—Under a promise from you when | first be
came your reader, that | might ask questions, 1 now venture
to trouble you, though previous efforts of mine in the same
direction do not warrant me full hope that my requests will
be attended to.

In your last publication, No. 21, is a communication, over
the signature of Nelson Holmes, in which he denies certain
charges made against him and his lady in the Scientist To
this denial you reply, that the article in question was taken
(without credit) from an English paper, that “ our (your)
columns are open to him (Mr. Holmes), and ever have been;”
and in the conclusion of your remarks you add, “The matter
referred to has been fully ventilated in all the Spiritual papers
« « « and we have no doubt our readers have read enough to
become satisfied as to the facts in the case.”

Without criticising your conduct in quoting serious charges,
without comment, against persons, from other papers, which
you do not fully endorse, | will proceed to say 1 am very glad
that your columns are still open to Mr. Holmes, and that all
of your readers (one certainly) have not read enough to “be-
come satisfied" as to the whole truth in the matter of the
Katy King affair ia which Mrs. Holmes is said to have prac-
ticed deception, and to have completely blinded the life-long
philosopher and investigator, R. 0. Owen. What has been
said in other Spiritual papers than the Scientist, | do not
know, as | read no other; but as far as a full investigation of
the thing has been had in that paper, | have to say there has
been nothing satisfactory—nothing like the clear criticisms,
pio and con, that we have had in the case of Mrs. Hardy.

I am, and have been, a patient investigator of Spiritualism
for manv years, and must say that | have greatly regretted
this lacx of a full exposition of this affair in your paper, be-
cause 1 believe that if the Holmeses have practiced success-
fully such gross impositions in the presence of one of our
most thoughtful men, as the secular papers charge, and as
Mr. Owen admits, then his two volumes on the subject of
Spiritualism, which have convinced hundreds—perhaps thou-
sands—Iose nearly all their weight; for he is as likely to have
been deceived in all his investigations as in the case of the
Holmeses.

1 belong to a class of investigators who were young men
with Mr. Owen, have been readers of his Free Enquirer
long, long ago, and have had great confidence in his powers of
analysis and keen observation; and, in want of personal ex
perience, have fully accepted his as genuine, and have almost
—some of us quite—been convinced of the truth of Spirit-
ualism. This katy King deception—if it was a deception—
has been unusually discouraging, and has driven verv many
back into materialism. | would now request Mr. Hofmes to
accept the kind offer of your columns, and to give such of
your readers as read no other organ of Spiritualism but yours
a thorough and candid account of this Owen-Childs Katy
King business. If there was an outside ring formed, as he
hints, “outside of our (his) rooms,” let him tell us all about it,
with the proofs of bis assertion. Let him say if this “dis-
reputable woman” of whom he speaks was ever employed b£f
him or his lady, and, if so, in what capacity.

Many would be pleased, also, if Mr. Owen would be more
explicit than he has been. Let him give the public, through
your columns, the proofs—all the proofs—that may go to
justify him in withdrawing his endorsement of the genuine
ness of the Holmes manifestations.

Through the Scientist, we have learned that Dr. Olcott has
investigated the affair, and has given the public his observa-
tions through other journals; but we, the readers of your
paper, have not beeu permitted to see much—nothing satis-

factory. So, too, Dr. Childs Yeems to be implicated in some
way; but how? I, for one, have never been able to learn.
Give us light. Edward M. MacGraw.

Plymouth, Wig.

Our correspondent must have overlooked the coiTespon.
dcnce and the editorial opinions on the Holmes matter; cer-
tainly it occupied a large portion of the Scientist at that time.
The simple facts are these: Dr. Childs and Robert Dale
Owen became satisfied of fraud on the part of Mr. and Mrs.
Holmes, and made a statement to this effect in all of the
spiritual papers; Madame Blavatsky, in a long letter to the
Scientist, which had been refused by the Banner and R. P.
Journal, openly charged Dr. Child with being a party to the
deception, of sharing in the proceeds, of being present when
the photograph of Katy King was taken, and knowing how it
was done; the secular papers enlarged upon the story. Impli-
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cating a former servant of the Holmeses; the defense of
Nelson Holmes was a full denial of all charges, and explain-
ing the position of affairs by alleging that it was a conspiracy
on the part of the Young Men's Christian Association of
Philadelphia.

This is a plain statement, in a few words, of the Holmes
exposure at Philadelphia The Holmeses have always denied
that there was any imposture on their part The evidence,
pro and con, as we have before said, was printed in full, and
each and every one had a perfect right undraw their own con-
clusions in the matter. At a later day, CoL Olcott investi-
gated, and obtained what he considered genuine manifesta-
tions ; but their value in Holmes' favor was nullified by the
fact that another powerful medium was present at the trials.
Later still, in Brooklyn, the society of Spiritualists published
full, and, to us, satisfactory, testimony that the Holmeses
could and would cheat if an opportunity offered itseli The
statement was satisfactory, and the criticisms as clear and
direct as in the case of Mrs. Hardy.

We expressed regret, in replying to Holmes' letter, that
we had copied the article from the London Spiritualist with-
out credit. Concerning the tricky cabinet, and the sliding
board, Mr. Holmes and hit friends can have their opinion,
while we, in common with many who know them, can have
ours. We have no faith in any manifestations that may be
obtained through their powers, unless the conditions are un-
mistakably absolute test conditions. Such being the case,
there is no necessity for us to allude more fully to the “ mate-
rialisation of Washington,” which is reported as having taken
place in their presence recently.

We said that our columns are open to Mr. Holmes, but we
decidedly object to burdening the majority of our readers
with a matter that has been so fully discussed in the past.
We would advise our correspondent to apply to Mr. Holmes
by letter if he wishes any further information concerning
them.—[E d. Scientist.

1 THE WINDOW OF THE TEMPLE.

IrI‘HK E ve, — the Window of the Temple we call it,— who
1 can explain it? How far do we get towards a knowledge
of its powers and properties by talking about the various
humors and lenses ? It is a wonderfully constructed camera
obscura, it is a darkened chamber magnificently fitted up with
reAectors and glasses for the purpose of painting truthful rep-
resentatives of the outside world; but when we have said
this we have exhausted our knowledge, we can say no more,
and how much have we discovered ? We have made no prog-
ress at all towards the wonderful connection between the eye,
which is a mere machine, like any other optical instrument in
relation to it, and the mind, which is really the eye.

May we not say that the eye is framed as much to conceal
objects as to reveal them ? Is it not most obvious how easily
it might have been constructed so as to reveal more to us
than it docs? It might have been more telescopic,— it might
have been more microscopic,— in either instance, the
source of bow much happiness to us? Can we not conceive
how it might.have keen framed so as to discover, not the
essence of things, but the more hidden sad subtle vesture, in
which essences hide themselves? Instead of being an un-
ending means of delight and amusement to us, might it not,
by being fitted to see the bidden movements of life, have
been a source of never-ending pain and annoyance ?

The eye appears to be the great source of all the wonder-
ful differences between men and men; in the enterprises into
the world of spirits, objects are not seen in glasses, crystals,
and bubbles: they are but the media, the fitting atmosphere
on which the form within the eye projects itself. The eye
again represents the differences between mind and mind.
Darkened windows represent gloomy inhabitants. Windows
stained and soiled, begrimed with the accumulated deposits
of the road and the weather, represent unclean inhabitants;
and thus, in a figure, it may be said that the eye sees as the
mind wills it to do. Look at the clean, vivid, bright eye
does it not reveal to you a soul? and that heavy and un-
gleaming one, does not it also? The soul dete-mined OF
fitted to look abroad cleans its windows,— thus, without ques-
tion, then, come to it more visions than can ever reach ordi-

“ SoeT it not appear certain, now, that we must speak of an
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internal as well ns external sight? and It is to this power of
internal rision, which cannot be explained at all, on the usual
principles of optics, we give the name of clairvoyance. Dr.
Haddock remarks on this : —

The moment we attempt to pass beyond the retina, science
is at fault; no natural philosopher has been able to exDlain
haw the optic nerve conveys the image to the brain; we know
that the mind is conscious of the images formed on the ret-
ina, or. in more familiar language, of the things seen by the .
eyes; but in what manner an opaque nervous cord, differing
in no essential particulars from other nervous cords, conveys 1
that impression to the mind, we are entirely ignorant. Ordi- ]
nary tight has, therefore, a psychological basts: and this is
admitted by the best physiologists.

— Edwin Paxton Hood.

7

ONE OF THE SIGHTS OF JERUSALEM.

he Waiting Place of the Jews is on the west side of the

Temple iadoeure. It is in a long, narrow court formed by
the walls of modern houses and the huge blocks of stone of
this part of the original wall. These stones are no doubt as
old as Solomon's Temple, and the Jews can here touch the
very walls uf the platform of that sacred edifice. Every Fri-
day a remnant of the children of Israel comes here to weep
and wall They bring their Scriptures, and, leaning against
the honey-combed Stone being it, read the Lamentations and
the Psalms In a wailing voice, and occasionally cry aloud in a
chorus of lamentation, weeping, blowing their long noses with
bine cotton handkerchiefs, and kissing the stones. We were
told that the smoothness of the stones in spots was owing to
centuries of osculation. The men stand together at one part
of the wall and the women at another. There were not more
than twenty Jews present as actors in the solemn ceremony
the day we visited the spot, and they did not wail much, |
merely reading the Scriptures in a mumbling voice and sway- j
ing their bodies backward and forward. Still they formed pic-
turesque and even pathetic groups; venerable old men with
long white beards and hook nosses, clad in rags and shreds
and patches in all degrees of decadence ; lank creatures of
the tribe of Benjamin with the corkscrew curls ; and skinny
old women shaking with weeping, real or assumed. Very-
likely these waiters were as poor and wretched as they ap-
peared to be, and their tears were the natural outcome of
their grief over the ruin of the Temple nearly two thousand
years ago. 1 should be the last one to doubt their enjoyment
of this weekly bitter misery. But the demonstration had
somewhat the appearance of a set and show performance.
While it was going on, a shrewd Israelite went about with a
box to collect mites from the spectators. There were many
more travelers there to see the wailing, than there were Jews
to wail. This also lent an unfavorable aspect to the scene.
I myself felt that if this were genuine | had no business to
be there with my undisguised curiosity, and if it were not
genuine it was the poorest spectacle that Jerusalem offers to
the tourist Cook’s party was there in force, this being one
of the things promised in the contract, and | soon found my-
self more interested in Cook’s pilgrims than in the others.
The Scripture read and wailed this day was the fifty-first
psalm of David. If you turn to it (you may have already
discovered that the covert purpose of these desultory notes
is to compel you to read your Bible) yeu will see that it ex-
presses David’s penitence in the matter of Bathsheba.— The
A tlantic Monthly.

A recent number of the North China Herald says
The phantasy that has been lately prevalent in the cities of
Soochow-Chiakiacg, Yangchow and Nanking, touching the
pranks of mischievous sprites, who have taken to cutting off
the lieges’ tails, has spread to Shanghai. The sprites are of
paper, cut by magicians to resemble the human figure, and
despatched after certain incantations to create annoyance.
On this occasion they have been directed to cut the queues
oi numerous persons in large cities. They always presage
trouble in the State. As an instance of the excitement
which the tall-cutting mania is causing among the Chinese,
we may mention that the circulation of the Shenpao has
increased several hundreds since it began. One bran re-
lates that be was walking near the North Gate, and sud-
denly be heard a sound as of rushing wind, when to1 his
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tail was gone. Another case related is of a child who
went out to play, when in a moment his tail was gone,
and he came home crying to relate his loss. However all
this may be, there is no doubt that a number of tails do
get cut off, and that great alarm exists in consequence.
What heightens the panic is a saying that a man only
lives one hundred days after the catastrophe has happened
to him.

of the wealth, influence and greatness
which industry gains for us, it carries along with it another
great advantage—it is conducive to the preservation of health.
All things in nature are preserved in their native purity and
perfection, in their sweetness and in their lustre, by motion,
but, when resting, they become corrupted or defiled. The air,
when it is finned by breeses, is pure and wholesome ; but,
when inactive, it is thick and putrid. Metals, when in use,
are smooth and sparkling; but, when laid by, they contract
rust. The soil, when tilitd, yields corn; but when fallow.it
is overgrown with weeds and thistles. In-fact, every thing in
nature is preserved in its proper condition by constant agita-
tion. So the mental and bodily faculties of man, when in
constant exercises, are preserved and improved; but, when
unemployed, they become dull and heavy, as if they had con-
tracted rust By industry alone, then, do we preserve our
healths and perfect our natures.

Independently

A correspondent 0i the London Medium warns delicate
persons against practices indulged in by certain mediums who
pretend to be healers. This person had been attended by
one of these for three years, failing in vital power all the
time. The medium borrowed a ring from the patient occa-
sionally, and kept up a rapport which has been adjudged to
be detrimental to health by enabling a transferrence of vital
power to take place. Those who submit to mesmeric or any
form of treatment should be careful that the operator abstain
from alcohol and tobacco, and that he or she be an honest,
pure-minded person, and lead an honorable life; otherwise it
will be a case of killing rather than curing.

In a recent editorial reply to an article from Mrs. Den-
ton, the Banner passed a criticism on the book, “The Soul of

[Things,” which is the joint production of Prof. Denton and

his wife above referred to. Prof. Denton replies in a letter,
printed in the last issue; it is accompanied by an editorial
apology, neat and ample. The letter tells a truth that is im-
portant, however, coming as it does from Prof. Denton. He
says; “Are we then never to publish anything that draws
largely on the credulity of readers? How long would the
Banner be published, if you should adopt that principle?”

Friends in the various parts of the country will oblige the
editor by forwarding to him newspapers issued in their respec-
tive localities that may happen to contain any matter likely to
prove interesting to Spiritualists, or in which statements may
have appeared of an incoirect character—a very common oc-
currence—regarding Spiritualism.  The paragraphs to which
attention is called should be marked to save trouble.

The Dawning Light, that beautiful Steel Plate Engrav-
ing, representing the Birthplace of Modern Spiritualism, is
mailed postage free for one dollar, former price two dollars.
India tinted impressions, former price two dollars and fifty
cents, will be used in filling one dollar orders for fifteen or
thirty days, till the edition is exhausted. Address the pub-
lishers, R. H. Curran & Co., 28 School St., Boston.—Adv.

Mr. Daniel F. Beatty, of Washington, N. J., is constantly
in receipt of the most Haltering testimony from all parts of
the United States and Canada, as to the beauty and excel-
lence of his pianos add organs. Send for catalogue and list
of testimonials. Address Daniel F. Beatty, Washington
Warren County, N. J. Adv.

A COPYor THE Spiritu AL Scientist will be sent to any address
in the United States for twelve months, on pre-payment of two
dollars and ahalf.  As itis highly desirable that copies should
be distributed gratuitously in quarters where they are likely to
have a beneficial effect, donations to that purpose will be
thankfully accepted.
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How To Form A Spirit Circle.

It k calculated that one person in every seven might
become a medium by observing the proper conditions.
The thousands of Spiritualists have, in must cases,
arrived at their conclusions by agencies established by
themselves and independently ofeach other and of the
aaniaes of professional mediums. Every spiritualist is
indead an “ investigator,” —it may be at an advanced
stape; and that all may become so, the following con-
ditions are presented as those under which the phe-
noroena may at all tiroes be evolved.

Inquirers into Spiritualism should begin by forming
spirit circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or
professional medium present. Should no results
obtained on the first occasion, try again with other sit-
ters. One or more persons possessing medial powers
without knowing it are to be found in nearly every
household.

i. Let the room be of a comfortable temperature
but cool rather than warm—Iet arrangements W mads
that nobody shall enter it, and that there shall be no
interruption for one hour during the sitting of the dr
<le.

s Let the drde consist of from three or five to tea
individuals, about the same number of each sex. Sit
round an uncovered wooden table, with all the palms
of the hands on its top surface. Whether the hands
touch each other or not tl usually of do Importance.
Any table will do, )ust large enough to conveniently
accommodate the sitters. The removal of s hand from
the table for s few seconds does oo harm ; but when
one of the sitters breaks ths drde by leaving the tab!*

i@l *teS'  ** Hvrx W] COuMn™ f

J. Before the sitting begins, place aot___
pencils and some sheets of clean, writing paper on the
table, to write down any communication that may be
obtained.

4 People who do not like each other should not sit
n the same circle, .'or such a want of harmony tends
to prevent manifestations, except with well-developed

it is not yet known why. Belief
* to»>ut
an acrid feeling against them is a weakening influence.

5. Before the manifestations begin, it k well to en-
gage in general conversation or in tinging, and it is best
that neither should be of a frivolous nature. A prayer-
ful. earnest feeling among the members of the circle
gives the higher spirits more power to coroe to the cir-
cle, snd makes it mors difficult for the lower spirits to
get near

6. The first symptom of the invisible power at work
.is often a feeling like s cool wind sweeping over the
hands. The first manifestations will probably be table
tiltings or raps.

7. When motions of the table or sounds are pro-
duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one person only
speak, and talk to the table as to an intelligent being.
Let him tell the table that three tfltw or rape mean
“Yea,” one means “No," and two mean “ Doubtful,”
and ask whether the arrangement is understood. If
three signals be given in answer, then say, “If | speak
the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal every
time 1 come to the letter you want, and spell us out a
message >  Should three signals be given, set to work
on the plan proposed, and from this time so intelligent
system of k

S. Afterwards the question should be put, “Are we
sitting In the right order to get the best manifestations f
Probably some members of the circle will then be told
to change seats with each other, and the signals will be
afterwards strengthened. Nest ask “Who is the
medium F* When spirits come asserting themselves to
be related or known to anybody present, well-chosen
questions should be put to test the accuracy of the
of the statements, as spirits out of the body have all the
virtues and all the failings of spirits in the body.

9. A powerful physical medium k usually a person of
anjnpulsivet affecdonaie”and genial Mtuia, sad V€]

media are ladies.

The best manifestations are obtained when the me-
dium and all the members of the circle are strongly
bound together by the affeetkm* and are thoroughly
comfortable and happy | the manifestations are born of
the spirit, and shrink somewhat from the lower mental
influences of earth. Family circles, with no strangers
present, are usually the best.

If the drde k composed of persons with 1
temperaments, manifestations will Uke place 1
if the contrary be the cnee, much perseverance will b

Poeeibly at the first sluing ofa drde symptom
ther forms of mediumahip than tilts or raps may 1
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FEED. L. H. WILLIS

May be addressed until further notice

Gleuorn, ¥>Im Co., S. V.

Send for Circulars snd References.
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UENRY F. MILLER.
J Piano-Forte Manufacturer,
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(irand tiquare and Upright.

This instrument is the mo
Piano ever before manufactured , _ s
Europe, having the greatest possible depth, riches and
volume of tone, combined with a rare bri'liancy, dear-
ness and perfect evenness throughout the entire scale,
and above all a surpassing duration of sound, the power
snd sympathetic quality of which never changes under
the most delicate or powerful touch, space forbads a
full description of this magnificen instrument. Agents'
discount given everywhere 1have no agents. Remem-
ber you take a:*risk m purchasing on#of these CKLE-
BRATKO INSTRUMENTS If sftsr five (*) days
test trial it proves unsatisfactory, the money you have
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freight charges paid by me both ways. Pianos war
ranted for six years. Address,

DAMBL F. BEATTY,
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DANIEL F. BEATTY’S

PARLOR ORGANS.

These remarkable instrument* possess capacities for
musical effects and expression never before attained,
adapted for Amateur and Professional, snd sn orna-
ment in any parlor.
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WORKMANSHIP, ELEGANT DE-
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Stops.
Beaut ful new Centennial Style# now ready.
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DANIEL F. BEATTY.

W ashlngton, New Jersey, V. A
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As my time is so busily engaged, perties wishing ait-
tings wil do weU W notifying me levee or leer days
previous to the sitting.

J. JAY HARTMAN
g flardea, Philadelphia.
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Vitality, MairuetUm. Health.
* DR. T. ORMSBEE,

111 WBTT TWKIUTV THIKU «T.. Jf. T.,

Athoufh Itregular graduate* treats diaiiM through
spirit miuence, either "bythe laying on of hand*”
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DIPTHERIA,
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gOSTON RIDING ACADEMY
104LA W ftihington .Street*

or PepfliorClem A new Academy, surpassing any
1 thecity. Everything in complete order. There is
oho oeoosc fd a well ventilated boarding stable, for
which wo nohbt the patronage of the pohHc.

PROF.J. M.SMITH.

he magnetic healer,
djl j. e. bricgs, is also a Practical

Often >4 Eaw Fourth st.  Address, /
Bei. ll, Statioo D, New York City.

LAKE PLEASANT
CAMP- MEETI

Fhymili

NC.

Camp-Meeting Association will hold their third annual
amp meeting at Lake Pleasant, Montague,
Mam., Augoat tth toAugust Slat.

. All who haeo previously engaged torts of the

CiimmfctM (addrom Boa ji %o, Boston, Maaa) will

ind them set op ready for occupancy August 9th.

Price far uxis tents (other sixes same ratio}, PS.00 for

Board for regular campers, 15 00 per week.
Bedaeed Fares can be had by calling for Lake
Puaust Camp-Mbstimg Ticksts fromall

1 Gardner A Monadnock, New London North-
ej”™ Cheshire A Ashuelot and Coouecticat River

Special Trains will be run on Aundayi, Aug.
13th. aotk and syth, by the Fitchburg Railroad, froti
Fitchburg and way stations. Aloo from Springfield,,
via Spnagfieid k Athol Railroad, and from all stations
on Benton, Burn A Gardner Railroads For perticu-

liehhurg Cornet Bund (so pieces and|
Eaeaell'l Celebrated Orehastru will arrive
at the grave August tyth, aad
the ry*. end from then new 1

PROGRAMME OP SPEAKERS
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,Pmt R G- Ecdasof New York City;

©« A A AV €SSSTj

-k FrodomaTw Y ;
, el WeMey, Mam.

Sunday, ay-h. Prol Wm.
Oo other days ‘m

tab to peoaamt that theewg bethe ! P H |
meet se— ssfsl eaa»p-aie«tla| ever
a Newl * *
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THE WONDERFUL HEALER AN-D
1 CLAIRVOYANT

ousands acknowledge M rs M orrison’'* un-
leled success in giving diagnosis of disease bv
.k of hair. And thousands have been cured with

vegetable remedies, magnetised and prescribed by her

Medical Band.
Diagnosis by Letter. Inclose Lock of Patient’
Hair and $1.00. Give Age and Sex
Rem edies sent by mail to all par's of the United
Statesa *
« Specific for Epilepsy and Neuralgia.
Mrs. C. M. Morrison,

P.O.BoxIAIB, Boston, Mass.

.. MAIN'S HEALTH INSTITUTE.
D "d0 DOVER STREET, BOSTON, MASS.
A Medical lhagnosis of Disease, with Drictiou for
eatment, may be obtained by correspondence, stating
age and sax, and enclosing a lock of hair of the patient
address and fee of f mo.

J)R.J. R. NEWTON, THE HEALER,
18 Wf«t 21-st Street, New York.

T)R NEWTON has returned from California with
new developments in the cure of divaae by touch
and will power. Dr. Newton also heals the sick at
any distance, by magnetited letters, and performs cures
as wonderful aa any made by personal treatment.

Persona desiring this treatment, will send in their
own handwriting a description of the case, age. and
enclose Fh to $ 10.

he french and Viennese
Nyfttem of Electrical Cure.
Dr*. WILLIAM .nd KMWA H. BRIT -

TEN, the celebrated European Electricians, beg to
announce that they have just returned to Poaton and
a.e prepared ta resume their highly successful methods
of electrical practice.

After many years of study fend experience, the Drs.
Britten are enabled to promise rapid and permanent
benefit in all cases they undertake. Many diseases

itterhr hopeless in every other system, have
0 their treatment, and every form of suffering
ITMOUr FAIN, DANGIX CKFAIH RF

THE ELECTRICAL VAN! IATM

will be found a delightful and nvigorating testorali\c
Examinations made by the Electrical Cranial Diag
BtMis, the greatest discovery ofl modern science, and
hich the most obscure forms of disease are de-

118 West Chester Park, Poston.

THE VEEL SEWING MACHINE COMPANY
OUT RIVAL

AU other companies in the production of

SEWING MACHINES.

THBIR
FAMILY FAYOKITE

for household use is renowned for its
Great simplicity,
Ems of Running, and
Wide Range of Work.

It docs not coat more than ten per cent, as much to
keep them in rspair for ten years, as for any other ma-
chine in the market. The

GENERAL FAVORITE,

Noe. t and 3,
are destined to supplant all others for manufacturing
1jwr~oees. They are constructed with drop and wheel
CANNOT BE EQUALLED FOR SPEED ANO
ENDURANCE
I The upper and under thread of the No. J are drawn
together (same as the Howe), and its thorough con
struction and groat speed, etononucal running, render
it the most desirable leather stitching machine
j ever placed on the market.

Agents wanted n every town. Special inducements

Please call or address

WEED SEWING MACHINE CO.
JAKES H FOWLER Manner.

It Avon Street, Boston.





