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EVOLUTION COMPASSED.
BY GEORGE STEARNS.

CHAPTER .
Kiiitenr# In th« Eight of Physlral Hrlenre,
T 'he theory of evolution as applied to cosmogony is applica-
1 ble to every department of nature. It is native to a
universal principle underlying the productive powers of organic
life, which has always been recognized in the name of growth.
The sentiment that growth is autogenetic and spontaneous,
like many other items of phasic intelligence,—such as the
sun’s rising and setting, the reality of a rainbow, or of the
vaulted sky,—is subject to revision by reason. But this is a
work of philosophy for which mere scientists seem incompe-
tent, since the advocates of Evolution as the succedaneum of
Creation—among whom are found the elite of exclusive nat-
uralists—are bending all their wits to the task of confirming
and propagating this illusion of common sense. This defec-
tion of science is collateral and not imputable to any want of
truth in the theory of Evolution, so far as applied by its de-
visers, but is due to the fact of its immaturity in effect of their
partial apprehension of the subject to which it pertains. It
purports the tationale of existence, of which science blinks
both the beginning and the end. It fails therefore to account
for the origin of matter, as well as to discover the goal and
consummation of Nature's operations. The theory if per-
fected would solve both these problems: but it is not in
science to perfect It. What science will never attempt, phi-
losophy will achieve, even with materials which science has
unpurpoaely furnished. The bruited sentiment, cherished by
sheer naturalists and repelled with foreboding by sheer super-
naturalists, that the doctrine of Evolution is fitted to supplant
that of Creation, is hasty and unwarrantable. 1 think it pos-
sible to demonstrate that Evolution is the system of Crea-
tion, and that its perfected theory is the very philosophy of
existence.
Scientists generally entertain but a confused notion of
what they flippantly style “the laws of Nature." They impute
to fheie laws a certain power of causation : as when they
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say that affinity produces chrmical union, that oxygen sup-
ports combustion, that motion generates heat, etc. They may
deny that these assertions are to be taken literallv; yet it is
hard to learn of them precisely in what sense they should be
taken. Thus Prof. Youmans, speaking of the Conservation

lof Force in Nature as “the law characterized by Faraday as

the highest in physical science which our faculties permit us
to perceive, says:

“Its stupendous reach spans ail orders of existence. Not
only does it govern the movements of the heavenly bodies,
but it presides over the genesis of the constellations; not
only does it control those radiant floods of power which fill
the eternal spaces—bathing, warming, illuminating, and vivi-
fying our planet—but it rules the actions and relations of
men, and regulates the march of terrestrial affairs. Nor is
its dominion limited to physical phenomena; it prevails
equally in the world of mind, controlling ail the faculties and
processes of thought and feeling. ’

Here all that is predicable of the Universal Cause is
affirmed of the virtual agent thereof; the latter afso being
confounded with its modus agtndi. The same equivocal or
fallacious implication of the word taw in natural science is
exemplified at large in Herbert Spencer's excellent defence
of the Nebular Hypothesis, which opens with this paragraph

( “Given a rare and widely-diffused mass of nebulous matter,
having diameter say as great as the distance from the Sun to
Sirius, what are the successive changes that will take place
in it?* Mutual gravitation will approximate its atoms; tut
thtir approximation will be opposed by atomic repulsion, the
overcoming of which implies the evolution of heat. As fast
as this heat partially escapes by radiation, further approxima-
tion will take place, attended by further evolution of heat,
and so on continuously; the processes not occurring separ-
ately, as here described, but simultaneously, uninterruptedly,
and with increasing activity. Eventually, this slow move
ment of the atoms toward their common centre of gravity
will bring about phenomena of another order. Arguing from
the known laws of atomic combination, it will happen that
when the nebulous mass has reached a particular stage of
condensation—when its internally-situated atoms have ap-
proached to within certain distance*, have generated a certain
amount of heat, and are subject to a certaia mutual pressure,
(the heat and ptesture both increasing as the aggregation
progresses'—tome of them will suddenly enter into chemical
union."

The scientific orthodoxy of the above postulate it unques-
tionable. The alleged change* will doubtles* follow is
apparent effect of their assumed physical antecedent. But
this is affirmed with an air of assurance, as well as with a
literal implication, that the sequences are independent of an
anterior cause. Gravitation will do this, repulsion that, and
auturglc action generally will conduct the process of cosmical
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development.  Mr. Spencer does not ask—and no mere
scientist ever will—how force originates ; what makes the
antagonism of forces j why their antagonism begets heat;
nor why the constant augmentation of heat as the issue of
gravitation in cosmical conformations is compatible with its
constant escape by radiation. It is only sopitical scientists
that are not content with resolving heat into motion, motion
iato force, and force Into the mystery of matter or matter of
mystery.

Mr. Spencer’s bold allnsion to “an Invisible Power working
after the manner af Evolution” is a strong reminder that he
docs not believe in the literal logic of his cited statement. It
is, however, the only evidence afforded by the dissertation
whetein both occur that their author has a notion of the
Actual Cause of what appears as Nature. Had the idea
tsdasned instead of its lifeless inkling, its entertainer would
hardly have closed his essay with admitting more than be-
comes a mere scientist, yet affirming less than becomes an
average philosopher—that existence is explicable upon purely
physical data in all bnt a single point, that of its beginning.
Having maintained the reasonableness of the Nebular Hy-
pntbesis. he thus concludes :

“tt remains only to point out that white the genesis of the
Solar System and of countless other systems like it, is thus
tendered comprehensible, the ultimate mystery continues as
graai as aver. IThe ultimate mystery: is there no other?]
The problem of existence is not solved; it is simply removed
lurther beck. [How far back?] The Nebular Hypothesis
throws no light on the origin of diffused matter, and diffused
matter as much needs accounting for as concrete matter.
[Does the theory of Evolution accouut for concrete matter
without adverting to a cause which would also account for
the origin of diffused matter?] The genesis of an atom is
aot easier to conceive than the genesis of a planet. [Nor is
it any harder to conceive the genesis of an atom without
than the genesis of a planet with or by the process of Evolu-
tion. Regarding atoms as concentric forces, their generation
by volition of Ib* Omnihe Mind is as comprehensible as their
‘ Correlation and Conservation” to the end of Nature’s opera-
tions.] Nay, indeed, so far from making the Universe a less
mystery than before, it makes it a greater mystery. [Where-
fore?] Creation by manufacture is a much lower thing than
creation by evolution. [How lower?] A man can put together
a machine; but he cannot make a machine develop itself.
[Does the mechanism of existence develop itself?] The in-
genious artisan, able, as some have been, so far to imitate
vitality as to produce a mechanical piano-forte player, may in
some sort conceive how, by greater skill, a complete man
might be artificially produced ; but he is unable to conceive
bow sech a complex organism gradually arises out of a
minute structureless germ. [“Arises!” “Specs 1 growed,”
says Topsy; and herein consists the “mystery,” which grows
with the accumulation of sheer physical data.] That our har-
monious universe once existed potentially as formless diffused
matter, and has slowly grown into its present organized state,
1 a far more astooiabing fact than would have been its forma-
tion after the artificial method vulgarly supposed. [Astonish-
ing?>—that, indeed, if it had grown; but of the known fact, the
reverse is true, inasmuch as conception is more edifying than
conceit.] Those who hold it legitimate [and why not legiti-
mate?] to argue from phenomena to norecDa, may rightfully
contend that the Nebular Hypothesis implies a First Cause
aa much traascending the mechanical God of I'aley, as this
does the fetiah of the savage. [“Transcending"—in what
senac? O, the “unknowable"” sense.]”

Faky’s ideal of God waa not mechanical, but notoriously
rrrsnsl; and ite attributes of Love and Wisdom, as well as
Powor, personating the character of our heavenly Father,
moke it n thousand limea more acceptable to a conscious
child of Daily then the negative poetulatc of Spencer. The
slurred epithet comer rather awkwardly Irom one whose
thaaey of existence involves the supreme agency of mechani-
cal powers, and adaaits no First Cause of which anything can
bn affirmed. Could he conceive enough thereof to make it at
all descriptive ; could be abjure a doubt of iujming less un-
kaowiag than unknowable,—a worker conscious of his work,
—and venture to draw the inference worthy of the latter's

purport, agreeably to the axiom of “No effect without an |
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adefualt cause,”—that this must be supremely personal,—
then might he claim the superiority of hit ideal to the deified
conceits of Religion in all its mythical guises. But as it is—
the absolutely unknowable—he cannot reasonably affirm its
supremacy to anything but nihility. Such an ideal is not
rationally satisfying; nor does it quite fit the mind of its
avowed cherisher, as he lets us know in concluding his essay-
on “Progress ; its Law and Cause :"—

“After all that has been said, the uliimate mystery remains
just as it was. The explanation of that which is explicable
does but bring out into greater clearness the inexpiicablcaess
of that which remains behind. However we may succeed in
reducing the equation to its lowest terms, we are not thereby
enabled to determine the unknown quantity; on the contrary,

| it only becomes more manifest that the unknown quantity
can never be found. . . . The sincere man of science, con-
| tent to follow wherever the evidence leads him, becomes by
;each new *iquiry more profoundly convinced that the Uni-
verse is an insoluble problem. Alike in the external and in-
I ternal worlds, he sees himself in the midst of perpetual
changes, of which he can discover neither the beginning nor
i the end. If, tracing back the evolution of things, be allows
"himself to entertain the hypothesis that aH matter once ex-
isted in a diffused form, he finds it utterly impossible to con-
ceive how this came to be so ; and equally, if be speculates
on the future, he can assign ao limit to the grand succession
lof phenomena ever unfolding themselves before him. . . In-
ward and outward things he thus discovers to be alike inscru-
table in their ultimate genesis and nature. He sees that the
' Materialist and Spiritualist controversy is a mere war of
words; the disputants being equally absurd,—each believing
he understands that which it is impossible for any one to un-
derstand. In all directions his investigations eventually
bring him face to face with the unknowable; and he ever more
clearly perceives it to be the unknowable. He learns at once
the greatness and the littleness of human intellect—its power
in dealing with all that comes within the range of experience;
its impotence in dealing with all that transcends experience.
He feels, with a vividness which no other can, the utter in-
comprehensibleness of the simplest fact, considered in itself.
He alone truly sees that absolute knowledge is impossible.
He alone huo-ws that under all things there lies an impenetra-
ble mystery.”

Such is the aspect of existence as contemplated in the
clear light of physical science. Herbert Spencer IS known
and respected throughout the civilized world as an adept
scholar and profound thinker, who has devoted the larger
part of a lifetime to the scientific study of the problem of
existence. He has thus become eminently qualified to judge
of the scope and promise of Science itself, touching a solu-

I'tion of this problem. In view of his notable standing as an
i author and investigator, the foregoing extract from his writ-
ings is selected as an available substitute for what otherwise
1 should have to say with a shade of diffidence, bearing as it
does upon certain sections of learning with whose details 1
profess no special familiarity. Though Mr. Spencer’s course
of study and explication of existing things has been styled by
'some of his disciples a “New System of Philosophy.” | am
not aware that he has adopted the title; and if he has, 1am
non# the less sure that it is illegitimate, and due to that com-
mon want of verbal discrimination which often begets an im-
proper interchange of terms in literature, much to the confu-
sion of thought and thwarting of didactic aims. If there is
any line of distinction between Science and Philosophy, it
must be precisely as | have elsewhere and heretofore drawn
it—between existent and preter-existeot being. According to
this demarkalion, Mr. Spencer’s study is purely scientific,
since he claims, as appears above, that nothing is knowable
out of the range of experience : in which he agrees with all
non sophical scientist:.

In another division of this essay, 1shall try to demonstrate
that the human intellect is not altogether impotent in dealing
with what transcends experience. Just now 1 will only point
out wherein Mr. Spencer may be mistaken in affirming that it
is.  Whence comes his information that absolute knowledge
is impossible—that what confronts the human mind as a
mystery to day is to remain a mystery forever? Not from cx-

COKTIKUED ON PAGE 136.
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It it Mid to have haunted the church (or 150, 200, and
some authorities My 300 years, and there are many pretty
legends connected with it.

One o( the many traditions says that 200 years ago, during
religious disturbances, a party of soldiers came to sack the
convent attached to this church ; that the abbess, a woman of
great virtue and courage, stopped them as they were entering,
declaring that they should enter over her dead body only, and
that, should they succeed in their sacrilegious purpose, as
they afterwards did, her spirit would haunt the place until the
true Church were re-established, and a convent built on the
Mine spot. Another story relates that during the plague,
some two hundred years ago, a nurse and child died of the
pestileace, and were necessarily buried outside the city walls,
while the unfortunate mother of the child, at her death, was
interred in Holy Trinity churchyard. Here the mother waits
and receives the nurse and child, weeping and wringing her
hands before parting with them. The same scene is often
enacted several times during the same day, and even during
the same service.

Whatever may have been the circumstances under which
the ghost gif it is owe, which is hard to believe in these mat-
ter-of-fact days) commenced its peculiar promenade, | would
recommend those who have the chance to go to Holy Trinity
Church* York, and see for themselves; though an audience of
the apparition cannot always be assured. A ghost in broad
daylight does no harm, frightens no one, and ought to inter-
est everybody.

HORACE GREELEY IN FRANCE.

J. L. O'Sullivan, our former Minister at the Hague, and a
Spiritualist of long standing, writes interesting letters from
Paris, in one of which appears the following bit of news that
may be interesting to Americans. Speaking of a reliable
French medium, he says :

An American friend of mine had a particular and very
proper reason for desiring to obtain a certain piece of in-
formation from no less a person than the late Mr.' Greeley,
the world-wide-known editor of the “New York Tribune,”
and the opposition candidate against General Grant at the
last Presidential election. Greelv alone could give it, and
Greeley living would not have failed to give it. 1took him
to Mme. K. In response to his request, a spirit present at
once gave his name as “Horace Greeley, and proceeded
to give an answer to the inquiry put to him, an answer which
contained intrinsic tvicUnct of its correctness. | also had
known him long years ago, with personal relations somewhat
peculiar, and he also answered what | said to him in a wa
entirely corresponding to what might have been expected.
It was impossible to doubt, from the intrinsic evidence, that
it was Horace Greeley, and no mistake. The whole passed
in English, of which language the lady does not know a
word.

HISTORICAL PHENOMENON.

UST before Major Andre's embarkation for America, he

made a journey to Derbyshire, to pay Miss Seward a visit,
and it was arranged that they should take a pleasure ride to
the Park. Miss Seward told Andre, that besides enjoying
the beauties of the natural scenery, he would there meet
some of her most valued friends, among them Mr. Newton,
whom she playfully called her “ minstrel,” and Mr. Cunning-
ham, the curate, whom she regarded as a very elegant poet.

“ 1 had a very strange dream last night, said Mr. Cunning-
ham to Mr. Newton, while they were awaiting together the
arrival of the party, “ and it has haunted meitl day, seeming,
unlike ordinary dreams, to be impressed very vividly on my
mind :"

“ | fancied to be in a great forest. The place was strange
to me, and while looking about with tome surprise, | saw a
horseman approaching at great speed. Just as he reached
the spot where | stood, three men rushed out of a thicket,
and seizing his bridle hurried him away, after closely search-
ing h!s person. The countenance of the man was a very
interesting and impressive one. | seem to see it now. My
sympathy for him was so great that | awoke. Bnt | presently
fell asleep again, and dreamed that | was standing near a
strange city, among thouMnds of people, and that | saw the
tame person | had seen In the wood brought out and sus-
pended to the gallows. The victim was young an? had a
courtly bearing. The influence and the effects of this dream
are somewhat different from any that | ever had.”

scientist.

Presently Miss Seward arrived with the handsome stranger
Mr. Cnnningham turned pale with a nameless horror as he
was presented to Andre, and at his first opportunity said to
Mr. Newton :

“ That, sir, was the face 1saw in my dream.”

ISPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY. HARTMAN'S AUPEAL
AND THE CHALLENGE IN REPLY.
Hartman’s appeal to the public.

[From the Cincinnati Enquirer.)

To theVublic aad Photographers:—Mv time being so lim
ited, as | leave on Monday, | will give a tree public investiga
tion of spirit photography at my rooms, No. 100 West Fourth
Street, on Sunday morning, May 21st, at 10 o'clock. | wish
this investigation to be in the presence of our best citizens,
men of character and decision and acuteness, able and quick
to detect fraud, and willing to admit a fact when proven.
Therefore, | invite the public and photographers, and espe-
cially editor* and correspondents of the various papers ; also

lour city divide. Each person taking part in the investigation
must provide himself with three platen, and be thoroughly
searched, as / wiill be, before the investigation begins, that
,there may be no possibility of collusion and positively no
lopportunity to commit fraud either by me or the party accom-
panying me in the dark room. Before the investigation the
dark room, camera, and every thing about the room shall be
thoroughly searched by a committee appointed, until com-
pletely satisfied that everything is correct.
Ja J. Hartman.
No. 100 West Fourth Street. * Y
A PHOTOGRAPHER ANSWERS WITH A CHALLENGE.

To the Editor ofthe Enquirer —Noticing the card of Jay J.
Hartman, spirit photograﬁher, in this morning’s issue of the
“Enquirer” will you be kind enough to allow me to renew a
former challenge | made him some time ago through the col-
umns of your valuable paper, viz.: To donate $100 to any
worthy charity of this city if he succeeds in producing a
genuine spirit photograph in my room, with my instruments,
and under my supervision—he to donate the same amount if
he fails, say after six trials, to produce a genuine spirit photo-
graph ; or, if he ignores this as he did a former challenge, to
inform him that 1 am willing to afford him opportunities to
produce shook typps for the glory of the thing alone: and, if
successful, will ‘acknowledge either as a legerdemainist he is
superior to Hermann, or that spirit photography is a fixed
fact. | cannot but acknowledge his proposition in this morn-
ing’s paper seems fair enough. Let us see if he is as much
of a man of deeds as of words.

Respectfully,
People's Gallery, Cincinnati, May 19, 1S76.

Henry Slatter.

Dr.J. R. Newton, who has for some years been on the
Pacific coast, has returned to New York City, where he an-
ticipates a permanent abode.

The Harbinger of Light, of Australia, duplicates the
photograph that appeared in the Spiritual Scientist, but for
gets to say so. It also credits the account that was first
written for our columns to a Cincinnati paper. We wonder
if the Mme power which has attempted to prejudice other
parties against us is also at work in this quarter. Perhaps
not; we thought we would inquire.

w e witnessed some remarkable manifestations this week
through several private mediums. No public medium in Bos
ton has a similar power. From our own experience and that
of several correspondents in different parts of the country
who have written personal letters, we feel encouraged to say
that Spiritualism will soon have a new order of powerful me
diums and speakers gifted with the highest spiritual powers.
A strong spirit band is perfecting its plans and is about to
manifest itself through earth instruments. Some persons of
long experience in Spiritualism will receive more convincing
tests of future existence and spirit power than they have ever
yet thought possible.

Five prominent spiritualists, in a communication to the
Spiritualist Newspaper of London, give the details of a
remarkable test seance In Manchester, and conclude by say-
ing : "Continuous, rigid, and severe investigation will alone
clear the road from the intru tion of tempting phantasy, which
is the welcome adornmeht <f a proved truth, but must not
come “on the way” to it. After the impostors, humbugs, or
traitors have been sufficiently trumpeted out, the true
gained in private circles by pure love for truth, coupled with
sound intellect, not crippled by total ignorance or overtaxed
brain, wiH have a chance of being placed before the public.
Then a general change of public opinion may force science
to do what she now teems determined to refuse, namely, to
investigate, and tbit apart from the opposition oftertd by the

clergy.
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SPIRITUAL

ANOTHER REMARKABLE TEST IN SPIRIT PHO-

TOGRAPHY. HARTMAN OF CINCINNATTI DEM-

ONSTRATES HIS POWER BEFORE A SKEPTICAL
COMMITTEE.

To the Editor of the Spiritual Scientist-.

1 he public have been regaled for several days past, through
the columns of the Cincinnatti Enquirer, with notices, chal-
lenges and counter-challenges, for a great public test trial of
Spirit Photography, to be given by Mr. Jay J. Hartman, pho-
tographic artist, he offering such conditions as to make fraud
impossible, and the proof positive of the appearance of Spirit
forms on the plate beside the sitter, without any fraudulent
aid from him or others. It will be remembered that last
Christmas Day, after due notice through the columns of our
city papers, he gave a similar public trial in the presence of
sixteen persons, several of these practical photographers,
and in a strange gallery which he had never before entered*
On that occasion the investigators were so gentlemanly and
quiet in their deportment that the best of feeling prevailed,
securing the requisite harmony* without which success is all
but impossible. So that, notwithstanding their skepticism
and confident predictions of failure under such strict condi-
tions, much to the surprise of every one, a well-defined face
and form of a young lady appeared on the plate with the sit-
ter on the fourth trial, when Mr. Hartman had not been in
the dark room, nor handled the plate. The result was so
conclusive and convincing of the truth of Hartman's claint*,
that the photographers, as well as the balance of the audience,
were astounded, and, as they could not give any rational
explanation, or say that Haitman had used fraud, as he had
never left the camera, the photographers straightway fell out
among themselves, accusing each other of selling out to
Hartman to help on the delusion, apparently forgetting that a
few minutes before they wer? a band of brothers in common
league to prevent and defeat the supposed fraudulent produc-
tion of “Spirit pictures.” These criminations continuing
without any evidence to sustain them, however, Hartman
finally decided to give one more and final public test trial, to
settle the question between the disputants, prove their integ-
rity, and firmly establish the truth of his claim to be a genu-
ine Spirit Photographer.

Mr. H. Slatter, of the People’s Gallery, challenged hint as
he had done at the previous trial, rather tauntingly, to come
to his rooms, use his camera, plates, chemicals, etc., and then
and there produce “ spook-types,” as he chose to call them,
when he agreed to donate $100 to some charitable institution,
if successful, provided Hartman would agree to donate an
equal amount, if he failed.

Mr. Hartman sent an invitation to Mr. Slatter to attend
the test trial on Sunday morning, and he accepted, making
his appearance at Mr. Hartman’s rooms, 100 West Fourth
Street, about ten o’clock, prepared with his own plates.

Several other gentlemen, some of them practical photo
graphers, put in appearance, when the meeting was called to
order and on vote decided to go to Mr. Leon Van Loo’s well
known gallery. Mr. Hartman stated that the only conditions
asked were that there should be no arguments during the
trial, but perfect quiet and harmony maintained, and that
each person, with himself, should be searched, ind one per-
son, the owner of each plate, should accompany him through
the different trials. To this Mr. Muhrman and two other
gentlemen demurred, as they wished to follow him through
each manipulation. Mr. Hartman replied that that would
only create confusion and not be as satisfactory as the way
proposed by him, which the remainder of the audience de-
clared to be fair. So Mr. Muhrman and his friends with-
drew, declining to take part in the investigation.

The party then visited Van Loo’s gallery; this gentleman
insisted on using and working his own instruments, Mr.
Hartman to follow him through, if he preferred. Hartman
rather reluctantly accepted the offer, stating that he would
stand at the camera ami try it twice, although confident of
no success. No results were obtained.

Kelley's gallery was visited and he declined to, entertain
them ; and finally it was determined to go to Slatter’s own
gallery. He and Hartman were searched, although Hartman
never left the camera, entered the dark room or handlod a
plate.
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Slatter quickly prepared a plate, and brought it in the
“holder,” and handed it to Mr. Hartman, who placed it in the
camera, and after the twelve remaining investigators had been
seated he placed his hands on the camera, removed the cloth,
and awaited the result. “Time up,” the plate was carried to
the dark room by Mr. Slatter, and developed with no result.

Another plate was prepared and exposed ; a photographer
was selected to develop it in the presence of Mr. Slatter.
This plate had been previously marked with a diamond before
using. We soon heard the operator exclaim: “Got some
thing !” which, on examination, proved to be a very faint yet
definable image of a young child, seated in the lap of the
“sitter.”

Mr. Hartman now stated, still standing at the camera, that
if the audience would keep quiet, and join hands around the
camera in a half circle, forming a human “horse-shoe magnet,
he thought that the next trial would develop a satisfactory
picture. A fresh plate was brought out, marked and thor-
oughly examined by the parties, being, apparently, as clean as
glass could be. Mr. Smith and Mr. Hopkins were placed in
charge of this, and after proper, necessary “collodionizing
and silver bath, was exposed. Hartman still at the camera.
Again a very faint image of a young man in the upper left
corner of the plate; the mark was examined and the plate
found to be the same.

A fourth plate was ordered up—still, in each case, Mr. Slat
ter’s own plates. Being marked and examined like the oth-
ers, it was again prepared for exposure. Mr. Hartman
begged the audience to keep quiet, and a good result would
be obtained; but the majority, probably on account of the
excessive heat, seemed nervous and ill at ease. That kept
the circle from becoming perfectly quiet. Again the plate
was exposed under these discordant conditions, Messrs
Smith and Hopkins again retiring to develop it. Once more
the melodious Smith exclaimed, “ Got something, and bring
ing the plate to the light, there appeared a large oval shadow
resting on the shoulder of the sitter, in the center of which
was a faint image of a middle-aged man, sufficiently distinct.
Hartman states, to print plainly when the negative is properly
prepared.

Mr. Hartman declined to try again, stating that the increas-
ing restlessness and heat precluded any further attempts .
and, while he had hoped to get a fine result, which would
have been obtained had there been greater quiet and more
harmony, yet the three results would have been sufficient to
establish his claims, and prove that spirit photography was a
demonstrated truth* Mr. Slatter threw up the sponge, and
declared that, while not convinced that it was “spirits,” yet
he acquitted Mr. Hartman from all imputations of fraud and
dishonesty, and acknowledged that the apparitions were pro-
duced by some means unknown to him, and without any com
plicity from Hartman, as be never handled a plate or entered
the dark room during the whole trial, the plates being Mr.
Slatter's which he knew to be clean and free from stains,
which they proved to be on examination before being placed
in the bath.

At this point several of the valiant pilgrims, who had orora-
ised to sign a certificate provided a result was obtained, and
who had declared that they were satisfied of Hartmann s
honesty and integrity, and with the results produced, yet they
quietly folded their mantles about them and glided away.

Determined to keep their promise made to Mr. Hartman,
the gentlemen remaining signed the fDllowing certificate as
fairly and honorably won by him, which we give verbatim

“Mr. jay J. Hartman, having gone to Mr. H. Slatter s phe
tographic gallery, and accepted the use of his camera, cherr
icals, &  We hereby certify that three indistinct forms made
their appearance on tM plate beside the sitter. and we are
satisfied that they were produced bv some means unknown to
us—and without anyfraud on his parttas he meter enter**
the dash room of hamdied the plates.

j Benj. F. Hopkins.
Edwin Pixcmon, M. D.
C. F. Hrsser.

“In justice to myself before signing the above—add, that
although 1 at the 'request of several present prepared the
above plates, | was not present at their development,
although | was requested to do so,—the above, however, were
all my own plates. Henev Slatter.'

Hartman's appeal and Mr Staffer's challenge will be fa
on page 14J.

Koatai Leslie.
Joseph Kinsev
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perience, his only admitted source of intelligence. This
teaches instances of failurg, but nothing to discourage per-
sistent inqﬂﬂy. turm, a German author who wrote in the
latter part of the eighteenth century, remarked that “when
we pronounce the letter *, the sound. is quite different from
that of /, L#, or s. though pronounceﬁ upon the same f(ey.
The “reason o? t'ﬁiis is among the impenetraH’Ie mysteries of
ture.” Fifty years later this mystery was penetrated.
Every person is familiar with instances of a similar miscon-
ceit But Mr. Spencer’s thought concerns the ultimate mys-
tery, as identified with the cause of existence.
Minda, Whose best likeness atforded by Nature is the Mind
of Man, including the human intellect. This indeed is finite,
but growing,—who can say to what end? Surely, none who
is taught only by experience. To one Paul it does not as
yet appear what we shall be in the upshot of endless progress;
but to Mr. Spencer it does appear what we shall never know.
But there is a flaw in his algebra. He has not, as he gives
us to understand, reduced the given equation to its lowest
terms If he would but devote an hour to this work, he
could not fail to see that .V in the problem stands for a mixed
quantity, part of which is determinable; and as to its com-
plete reducibilitv,.that may depend upon the advent of some
adept at figures with whom human nature is pregnant—another
Bowditch on other than Newton’s Principia.*
In affirming man, inability «o solve .he problem of exist
ence, Mr. Spencer does not speak as a scientist, but as a dog-
atist. His a gﬁe(ﬂl impossibility of absolute knowledge is
a gratuitous Ejz ption, backed E)y no intellectual issue of
experienee, and supperted by mo seientifie diseovery. Put
the questian to Sciencg, and her most condescending answyer
must be, ‘“r:or aught ’know.” She can neither refute the
postulate nor maintain it But ask Philosophy, and she
replies without equivocation* though in terms which Science
tan never appreciate, and the non-sophical are very apt to
Yet scientists of

Well, that is j
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metal in the vicinity lay. By holding a piece of gold in one
hand, Mr. Peck explained that the attraction of that metal
would be cut off; and on testing this, the index of the
!machin?] dEviated slightlg from, th fornler lin aﬁﬁp pointeg,
{stifl with the same unaccountable force, towards the Nevada
§ank and its immense d its of silver. This metal, too,
haying been cut off, Calﬁgfﬁla Street was again indicated,
bu¥in a feebler manner, and on adding a piece o#'pcin ebar to
the metals already in the operator's hand, the rod refused to
a On removing these substances, however, the index at
once fell powerfully into the direction of its former attraction,
and the same result was attained whatever relative position
-to California Street Mr. Peck assumed. The rod would only
Jact in his hand, but it is fair to add we were unable to detect
any manipulation of the whalebones, and he freely allowed
any one to resist as far as possible the pressure of the index,
so long as the extremities were retained in his own grasp.
He says there are. very few in whose hands the rod will act.

With such a guide as this, it would not be difficult for Mr.
Peck to locate every ore body in Nevada, and he claims to
have already diagnosed (if we may use the term) the principal
ones.

The method of measuring hidden ore bodies, as he de-
scribes it, is as follows: Having been notified of the presence
of a mineral mass in the vicinity, he walks on till the indica-
tor ceases to act (as it did when he held gold, silver, and cin-
neb* A hi, hand), by which he know, he i, directly over the
ore body. Continuing to walk, as soon as the” indicator
points backwards, he knows he has stepped off it; so the
exact dimensions are easily secured. The dqpth at whic}whe
ore L c»” oni)' . A iuds*_d. approximateiy, b a
calculation of the angle at which the implement rests when

pointing downward, at a Qoint where the vein lies,

Mr. Peck states the Fustory of ‘this extraordinary imple-
ment (tp which he gives the name of the electro-magnet) as
foflows: It first came into the possession df Sir Jimed Asﬁ,
of London, in 1782. It came into the possession of the

depreciate as the  lingo of speculation. .~ present owner hy marriage with a niece or grand-neice of Sir
every grade ought to be aware that man naturally craves in- ames Ash in 1 Mr. Peck claims to have used this in-
telligence beyond all conceivable bounds: that human nature { - ' - -

strument for its present purpose since i860, and to have cor-

abbors a mystery no less intensely than cosmical Nature
atﬁors g vacuum, irom W?ich it follows in the logical order
of thought, that eiI‘her the Tove of truth and aspiratign# of in-
tellect are never to be satisfi?d*.or efse tha% absolute Knowl.
edge isr possible to immortal’ thinkers. Tt is the part of
Philaso;i?y'. to dissipate the supposititious @'ound of this di-
lemma, Dy Hemonstrating, what Science can never discover,
man’s prospective ability to penetrate all mgsteries incidental
to. finite evolutions of Minl, and that to pupils of - Infinite
isdom all Fruth is knowable.

A MYSTERIOUS ROD.
ne San Francisco Daily Stock Reporter tells of a mysteri-

ous divination tod owned by a man named Peck, and witl
It says:

T

which he finds mines of precious metals.

rectlv described and accurately located many o tHe—pfincipaI
ledges in Nevada by its aid since,that périod. Actual de-
vclopments have proyed him correct’ (he saﬁ/s) in those mines

that have been already developed, and in tfje others'he asserts
that he is equally convinced of the results anq he refers to
many well-known mining men in suPprort of his assertions,
He is ignorant of the substances enclosed in the di\ining
box, and has ineffectuali experimented with quicksilver and
other substances to obtaYn the same result. He refuses, on
the ground that it might injure the operations ot the machine,
,to have the box opened, and asserts that any one wfio has
seen the machine work knows as much of the cause of its
singular property as he does. For ourselves, we can assert
that, ignorant as we are of the cause, the power and effect of
the singular machine perplexed us not a little, and that we

Tbe rod, Kvcalled, i* an oblong rounded wooden box, jare absolutely inclined to think it mu»t be either diablerie or

something like one of the old-fashioned screw-top needle- jt divining rod.

cases, and is about three inches in length, with about the
exterior circumference. 11terminates in a point at the
cad, and is heavy for its site. It is hermetically fastened,
but by striking it close to the ear the presence of some loose
substance inside can readily be detected. The apparatus for
its application is simple. Two pieces of whalebone are fas
tened together at the top, and between these tbe point at the
end of the box is screwed, Tile rod isvow ready far its
duties an an indicator
Grasping the two pieces of whalebone firmly in either
band, Mr. Peck beld the apparatus in an upright position,
when the index instantly fell, with apparently irresistible
force, to a nearly horizontal position, and pointed steadily
towards California Street. We could not detect any motion
«f the operator’s wrists, and when others were allowed to
share his grip, and oppose all their force to resist the motion
ef the implement, the result was the same. Tbe rod fell in-
vmcibly into tbe line which, certainly, the greatest mass of

T, T«_J>11 BuwniTCM, tW .nt-bora ot AwfitM 1 .ftwiliri.iw, who,

*amio rUdirw, irm m hi. low, that rccaaSit. jawuh« io
wad tb« iniailiih.i ot Hamad's ibt.il pro

If there be hocus-pocus we failed to detect it.

HUDSON TUTTLE'S WORKS.

We have for sale the following works by Hudson Tuttle :

“The Career of Religious ldeas: Their Ultimate,” the
religion of Science. English edition, pamphlet. Price 60 cts.

“The Career of the God-ldea in History;" finely bound,
Price $1.25.

“The Career of the Christ-ldea in History
Price >1.25.

“The Origin of the Steeple andthe Crossa unique tract.
Price to cts.

“Stories for our Children," by Hudson and Emma Tuttle ;
a beautiful and interesting book expressly written for the
children of liberalists and Splritualiats. Price 25 cts.

These works are too widely known to need commendation.
They are boldly radical, fearless, and tbeir logic is unanswer-
able.  We mail them fret on receipt of price.

finely bound.

The Spuutl'al Scientist wants a good active agent in
every county in the United States. Persons wanting such an
agency will please address this office. Such inducements
will be held out to those who have tbe time and inclination to
attend to it, as wi'l make it an object for them to investiga'e
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TraMkted and prepared with the notea and explanation*, for the Spiritual
Sciential, by “BVDMU.”

TVKe

OCCULT PHILOSOPHY.
or
HENRY CORNELIUS AGRIPPA,

OF NBTTOHEIM.

COUNSELLOR TO CHARLES FIFTH, (EMPEROR OF GERMANY)
AND JUDGE OF THE PREROGATIVE COURTS.

Tm presenting this celebrated work of Henry Cornelius Agrippa to the readera
of the Spiritual Scientist, | hardly think an apology would be in good taste, yet
from tne refutation of the work, the reader's anticipation may far exceed the ut-
moat poesible realization, as Agrippa distinctly asserts in his own address. Magic
like Spiritualism carries with it an overwhelming amount of drift wood, and happy
“ - “ | P«««*ra*a tka rubbish and drink the clear waters of eternal life
»hich flow beneath. The reader will be wise if he will follow the advice of
Agnppa and the example of the hees at the same time, in gathering honey from all

sorts ot flowers. In good faith the friend of all lovers of truth and progress,
Buddha.

CHAP. XXIV.

Of Lunary Things.

ARTH and water are the elements attributed to thedominiop
of the Moon, and especially water, whether it be the
the ocean, or rivers, or simply moist things or the moisture
of plants and animals,—particularly that which is white, such
as the white ol eggs, fat, sweat, phlegm, and other superfluous
organic matter. In taste, those things which are salt or in-
sipid ; metals, silver; stones, crystals, silver marcasite, and
all green and white stones; the selenite is a lunary stone,
having a white lustrous body with a yellowish brightness
resembling the Moon in its various changes; so is the pearl
generated in the shells of Ash, like a drop of water, and the
beryl. All plants and trees which l.ke the selenotrope turn
to the moon, as the heliotrope does to the sun, are lunary; as
are also the palm, which buds at every rising of the moon,
hyssop, rosemary, agnus castus, the olive tree, and climosta,
whose substance, leaves, sap, and strength increases and de-
creases with the moon,—which, indeed, is in a measure com-
mon to all plants, except onions, which are under the influ-
ence of Mars and have contrary virtues; the same as the Sat-
urnine bird, the quail, is opposed to things under the sun or
moon. Dogs and all animals which delight in the society of
man, those which love or hate in extremes, the chameleon,—
changeable like the moon,—swine, deer, goats, and all animals
whose habits in any way seem to be regulated by the lunar
revolutions are lunary, like the baboon and panther; the latter
is said to have a spot on her shoulder which in form follows
the moon in all her changes, as the eyes of a cat are said to
do. Catamenia is lunary, by which magicians are reported
to do wonderful things; also the civet cat, which in obedience
to certain sorceries is said to change its sex, and also all
amphibious animals, as otters, and all which prey upon Ash-
All monsters of extraordinary generation, as mice, which are
said besides ordinary generation to be sometimes spontane.
ously generated in putreAed matter. Of fowls, geese, ducks,
herons, and all birds which live upon Ash. All insects, of
doubtful or spontaneous generation, as wasps from the car-
cases of horses, bees from putrid cows, and flics from putrid
wines, and beetles from the flesh of Asses; but tfth most re-
markable is the beetle with two horns like a bull, which bur-
rows under cow-dung, and remains for the twenty-eight days
which the moon requires to complete her course through the
Zodiac; and at the conjunction on the twenty-ninth day, it
emerges from thence, and puts the dung Into water, from
which are generated more beetles. Of Ash, all whose habits
are governed by the moon, as the tortoise, echineis, crab,

oyster, cockle, and frogs.

CHAP. XXv.
Of HaturnIn* Thine*.

'P hb elements of Saturnine things are earth and water; in
1 humors, black choler, moist, natural, or acquired, dry
choler not included. In taste, sour, tart, or tasteless. Of
metals, lead, gold,—because of its density,—and the golden
marcasite. Of stones, the onyx, the cameon, the sapphire,
brown jasper, chalcedony, the loadstone, and all dense earthly
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most unproAtable fruit, never dies with age; being deadly, it
is dedicated to Pluto; like the pasque flower, which the an
cients were in the habit of strewing o\er the graves before
the burial of the dead, and was the only herb forbidden to be
used in garlands at feasts, because it was mournful and not
conducive to mirth. All creeping animals, living apart and
solitary, nocturnal, sad, contemplative, dull, covetous, timid,
melancholy, deliberate, slow, gluttonous, and devour their
young—the mole, ass, wolf, hare, mule, cat, camel, bear, hog,
ape, dragon, basilisk, toad, all serpents and creeping things,
scorpions, ants, ghd all things generated in the putrid earth,
as mice and all sorts of vermin. Of birds, those which have
long necks and harsh voices—cranes, ostriches, peacocks,
which are dedicated to Saturn and Juno, screech-owl, horned
owl, bat, lapwing, crow, and quail, the most envious bird of
all. Of fish, the eel, which associates with no other fish,
lamprey, dog-fish, which devours her young, tortoise, oysters,
cockles, aijd all kinds of sponges and similar things.

(HAP. XXVI.
Of Jutlal Tklsff*.

'T he element of Jupiter is the air; of humors, the blood and
1 vital spirit, with every thing connected with its propaga-
gation, nourishment and growth. Those things which are
sweet and pleasant; of metals, tin, silver,—because of their
moderation; of stones, the hyacinth, beryl, sapphire, emerald,
gteen jasper, and those of airy colors; of trees and plants,
sea-green, garden basil, hugloss, mace, spike, mint, mastic,
elecampane, violet, darnel, henbane, poplar, and what are
called lucky trees—the oak, horse chestnut, holm, beech,
hazel, service tree, white fig tree, pear, apple, vine, plum, ash,
dog tree, and olive, with its oil; all cereals, as barley and
wheat; raisins, liquorice, sugar, and all sweets and pungent
sweets, as nuts, almonds, pine apples, filberts, pistachio-nuts,
roots of peony, rhubarb, manna, and Orpheus adds storax
All animals which are remarkable for dignity, and wisdom,
mildness, discipline, and general goodness,—as the deer, ele-
phant, sheep and lambs. Those birds of a suodued com
plexion, as hens,—also the yoke of their eggs,—the partridge,
pheasant, swallow, pelican, cuckoo, stork, and all birds which
in any way manifest gratitude or devotion. The eagle is dedi-
cated to Jupiter, is the ensign of emperors, the emblem of
justice and clemency. The dolphin, anchovy, and sheat-fish
because of its devotedness.

CHAP. XXV 11

Of Martial Thlag*

ars claims the element fire, with all dry and sharp things;
M amongst humors, choler. Things which are bitter, tart»
burning the tongue or causing tears; iron, and red brass, and
all fiery, red, and sulphurous things; the diamond, loadstone,
bloodstone, the jasper, the stone which consists of different
kinds, the amethyst; hellebore, garlic, euphorbium, ammonia*,
radish, laurel, wolf's-bane, scammony, and all possessed of
poisonous heat, or surrounded with prickles, or which burns,
pricks or swells the skin by the touch, as the nettle and crow-
foot, or what bring tears to the eyes when eaten, as onions,
leeks, and mustard; dogwood, and all kind of thorny trees,
belong to Mars. AH animals which are aggressive, ravenous,
bold, or are bright and intelligent, as the horse, mule, ass,
goat, wolf, leopard, baboon, and all sorts of serpents which
arc poisonous and full of wrath. In short, every living thing
which is offensive to man, as gnats and flies : all birds of

1prey, eagles, hawks, falcons, vultures, owlt, castrels. and kites;

those which make noise in swallowing, as crows, daws, and
magpies; all ravenous Ash. the pike, barbel, sturgeon, glaocus,
and all horned fish are under the dominion of Mars.

Friends in the various parts of the country will oblige the
editor by forwarding to him newspapers issued in their respec-
tive localities that may happen to contain anv matter likely lo

ve interesting to Spiritualists, or in which statements may
Ge appeared of an incorrect character—avery common 00

| currence —regarding Spiritualism. Tte paragraphs to which

attention is called should be marked to save trouble.

things. Of plants and trees, the daffodil, dragon-wort, rue,
cumin, hellebore, styrax, benzoin, mandrake, opium, and all .
narcotica; things which are propagated without aeed, which |;\'the United States for twelve months, on pre-payment of two
never bear fruit, and all fruita and berries of a dark color— "qojlars and a hall. ~ As it U Highly desirable that copies should
as the black flg, the pine, cypress, and a certain tree which it be distributed rratuitousl* it. quarters where they are likely »0
used at funerals, whose berries have always sombre, bitter, have a beneficial effect, dotations to that purpose will he
rough, and pungent scent; it yields a very pungent pitch, a thankfully accepted.

Acopy OFtne Spiritual Scientist will be sent to any addres
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TO be a Spiritualtist
COURSE WITH THE WORLD OF
SPIRITUAL LIFE.

is to hold conscious inter

SPIRITS AND TO LIVE A
SUCH WAS JESUS CHRIST.— PffHeS

DEVELOPMENT.

Spiritualism, which is constantly inviting the attention
of scientists to its phenomena, is occasionally agitated
by the announcement that some scientific commission is
to fairly investigate its claims, and report to a skeptica'l
world the results of their examination. We have now

Letters containing important facts or interesting news .nay be j
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otherwise rejected.
mine the doubt.
Mediums, so called, are constantly springing into ex-
istence. None know who they are, or from whence they
came. The influences attending or controlling may be
of the highest and worthy of the support of all true Spir-
itualists, or they may be the reverse and damaging alike
to the medium and all who come in contact therewith.
The latter should be under the control of the former.
The sooner that Spiritualists recognize the fact that
there are two forces directly opposite in their nature—
the good and the evil—the better it will be for their hap-
piness here and hereafter. Both forces are actively
engaged. Call evil “undeveloped good" if you please—
give it any name you will—but remember that there are
two forces directly opposed, the one to the other. When
the positive predominates and the negative is under
control, the subject is safe, and his influence beneficial.
The former brings happiness, the ultimate end of exist-
ence ; the latter unhappiness. One who is properly
armed with this knowledge as a starting point, can pene-
trate Nature’s secrets with impunity. Let those who
doubt meet the dangers and learn wisdom by experience.
It is astonishing that Spiritualists are so careless in
visiting and forming circles. They submit the most deli-
cate part of their organism to influences whereof they
know so little. Without compass, and oftentimes worse
still with a false guide, they launch into an unknown
sea ; some becomg woeful wrecks that will require many
repairs in time to come. pirituarism claims to deal
with the occult spiritual laws of Nature ; and yet both

In either case experience will deter-

had three world-renowned instances; the Harvard Com'lspiritualism and Spiritualists, as a class, are at the

mittee, the London Dialectical Society, and the St. Pe-
tersburg University. Each and every case demonstrates
that Spiritualism has little to expect from investigations
of this nature. The first and last beat an ignominious
retreat The second would have done so as a society,
but a few of the members saw fit to publish the truth on
their own responsibility. To this committee Spiritual-

mercy of these subtle influences. No wonder that the
movement is in such a disorganized and unsettled condi-
tion. It but faintly represents the contending forces
that are struggling for the mastery. A rigid system of
development, both for the phenomena and the powers of
the mediums through whom they occur, is an imperative
necessity. Exact methods of investigation and observa-

ists and the outside world are indebted for a standard \tjon will show “that there are more things in heaven and

work on the phenomena of Spiritualism.
The dogmatic attitude which declares that the phe-

|earth than
| same time they will develop spiritual phenomena that

is dreamt of in” bur philosophy; at the

nomena must occur under certain conditions or else the il command the attention of scientific committees, and

swhole matter is a delusion is certainly unreasonable.
Observation and experiment, however, will enable Spir-
itualists to so far develop the phenomena as to discover
or elucidate the conditions under which they w ill occur,
and to definitely explain the cause that produces failure
If, for this purpose, investigators wish to dictate cond:-
tions and observe results from this standpoint, we fail to

i why this method of investigation should be discour
aged or denounced. It is more exact, and induces more
rapid progress than the present system, which seeks
wonderful manifestations regardless of conditions.

The Spiritualists who assert that investigations of this
nature must not take place, and that the “divine powers
of mediums shall not be tested,” are decidedly more
bigoted and dogmatic than the scientists who pronounce
Spiritualism an illusion because they cannot obtain what
they consider reliable evidence. The former can give
no reasonable explanation why this investigation is not
legitimate ; at least we have seen none yet. Some of
this class, who are even monomaniacs on the subject of
raediumship, consider that they, and they alone, are th.e
instruments of spirit power. Thus saith the spirits is
sufficient for them. That the statements of spirits can-
not be accepted as infallible, and that they contradict
each other on most important points, i” now acknowl-
edged by intelligent Spiritualists everywhere. Spirit
communications or information should be weighed in the
balance of one’s reason, and, if approved, acted upon ;

occur under their conditions.

WAX MOLDS OE MATERIALIZED SPIRIT
HANDS.

The London Spiritualist has an editorial on the sub-
ject of paraffine molds. The suggestions therein con
tained are worthy of the notice of those who are labor-
ing so diligently to sustain the claims of some of our
American mediums. We copy the closing paragraph.

The plan of weighing paraffine to further prove that molds
from spirit hands are made on the spot, is a clumsy one, be-
cause the spirits could carry a paraffine hand into a cabinet,
and carry other paraffine away, just as they sometimes trans-
port solid objects after a seance begins; moreover, they are
not above doing so, the average of spirits who produceJ)hysi-
cal manifestations being far more tricky than the mediums,
the knowledge of which circumstance has been forced upon us
by hard and unwillingly received experience. Some chemical
reagent should be mixed with the paraffine, so that the chem
1st who put it in could afterwards test the molds to see
whether they had been made on the spot. Evidence that a
sEirit hand dematerializes inside a mold would depend upon
the unbroken mold presenting a narrow wrist; also upon the
certificate of an expert microscopist that tne texture of the
PR AT il K morekerl Tpunc e e Pt
where, or of a “dragging” motion of the materialized hand.

ANNOUNCEMENT.

lis
K/elopment of the Spirit,” translated from the
French, by Emma A. Wood, of Washington.

Also, “ Is Spirit Material ?" by Zeus.
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WHAT IS SPIRIT?

T ne Countess of Caithness has just issued a new book in 1

1 connection with spiritualism, entitled, “Old Truths in a
New Light” The following conversation which she had
with Prof. Agassiz gives an excellent definition of Spirit.

“ Life,”*he said, “ how do jou explain life?” | believe he
asked this question to try me, because his own views on this
point are very well known. | began to feel nervous, but
armed myself with my truly feminine courage, “for, after all,”
1 thought, “ why should I be ashamed of my ignorance ?
Professor Agassiz knows he is not talking to a philosopher,
and will not expect a philosophical reply from a lady.”
Besides, if the truth must be confessed, as usual when in dif-

ficulty, | besought the aid of my spirit friends before reply- :containing Mrs. Hardy’s acceptance of my proposition for a

ing, and the following answer glided from ray lips almost
before it was formed in my mind

“ Life is a manifestation of spirit ; its manifestation is
movement. 1am very simple-minded, and naturally refer all
that exists to God, the Great First Cause. If you ask me
what is movement, 1should say it is a manifestation of force,
and force is a manifestation ot will-power. 1 can, thesefore,
only tell you that my definition of vitality would be movement
produced by the Will of God.”

D

ena of mediumship, tecenlly delivered a lecture on “The
Physiology of Death.” The lecturer had experimented on
dogs, to discover the order of time in which the senses die.
To one dog he gave arseneous acid. The second died
instantly upon his introducing a needle into the medulla
oblongata; and the third he bled to death. In the last the
order of death was, sight, taste, smell, hearing, touch ; which
established the fact that the senses disappear in the same
order as they do in sleep, 1lhe human body is an aggrega-
tion of cells; life is the segmentation of these cells; death
their disintegration. Each cell dies for itself. Every moment
cells are springing into life. Every moment cells are dying.
Our bodies are composed of these little points. Take them
away and there is nothing left of us but the connecting shreds.
There are dead cells in your body, and when you are dead,
there will for some time continue to be living ones. We shall
all, at some time, be resolved into carbonic acid, water, and
the mineral elements. The whole surface of our globe, said
the speaker, has been dug over 128 times to bury its dead,
even not reckoning the long age of the world which is give$
it by modern science, and we inhale, we feed upon, elements,
the very atoms, that have been living human beings before.
The dead, he continued, live again, and we greet them in the
perfume of the city, in the light dakes of the snow, in the
thousand leaves of the forest. Death, the doctor says, is
painless. There is no moment in our lives in which molecu-
lar death is not going on in us. The last words of a multi-
tude of persons indicate that mere disintegration is painless.
To die of cold, after the first agony is over, is a luxury. So
is drowning. The smile of death, the placididy of death,
comes to all features after the rigor mortisi* That is over in
three days.

THE PHENOMENA OF DEATH.
r. Frederick K. Marvin, who conceived the highly inge-

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.

Leymarie, the editor of the Revue Spirite, Paris, is now
confined in the prison “La Sante,” at Paris.

Hudson Tuttle has an interesting article on “Crispus,
the Son of the Great Constantine” in this week’s Rcligio.

George Stearns, Esqg., has again favored us with a con-
tribution. The article “Evolution Compassed” is written in
his usual clear, logical and scholarly style ; our readers will
discover the pearls without our assistance.

Subscription Rules of the Spiritual Scientist. Subscrip-
tion payable in ad/ance. At the expiration of any subscription
the paper is discontinued. Subscribers are notified two weeks
before a subscription is due, by the receipt of a bill for the
ensuing year; and also a duplicate bill and notification when
the paper is discontinued.

The New York Seven have given Mrs. Hardy an oppor-
tunity to make $500 by simply making a mold under “crucial
test conditions.” As she works for money, the “rice is a fair
one; it is equivalent to what she would obtain in twenty
seances under her usual conditions. Mr. Austin’s letter ap-
pears on another page.
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HOW MRS. HARDY CAN MAKE *500.

To the Editor of The Spiritual Scientist:
Dear Sir.—I| am just now in receipt of the Boston Herald

“really crucial test.” To call it a “challenge,” as she does,
except in the broadest sense of the word, is not correct.

The facts are that | have offered her the sum of #500 if
she will do a certain work, to wit: the production of a paraf-
fine mold in the manner in which she claims as evidencing
spirit materialization, under conditions which shall constitute
a “really crucial test,” which conditions | have indicated in
said proposition.

Now the money is here when she does the work ; but it is
my province to appoint the time, when (subject, of course, to
her convenience) and the place where the wo*k shall be done
and as to the latter, she may be very sure that her own

nious theory of “utero-manix” to account for the phenom- j house, where the facilities for trickery are no doubt complete,

is the very place 1should not choose. Also as to arbitrators,
if such should be necessary, it is precisely from among those
who know what her tricks are that | should make selec
tion, and it is evident that none are better acquainted with
those tricks than the New York Seven, who detected and
exposed them.

ut the point now is, does she really mean by her “accept
anee” that she is really ablc,and willing to earn #500 by prov-
ing to the world the genuineness of her claims as to the
production of paraffine molds? Her said acceptance is in
these woids :—

To the Editor of the Herald:—You are hereby authorize*
to say that | accept the above challenge, word for word, pre
ciscly as written, and will sit under conditions and for the
objects specified in said challenge.”

All that follows is irrelevant, so need not be repeated. Now
exactly what is covered up under “wardfor word,precisely
as written,” | am a little at a loss. Is it a tiick to get the
money without doing the work ? However, if it is intended
that the very letter of that proposition is to be adhered to.
instead of a proper, technical contract of agreement, drawn
up after the acceptance was announced, as 1 had supposed
and intended ; and if further it might by any possibility be
constructed as “hoiking out” on ray part, unless | do so ad-

1here to it, 1will only say that though | would suppose any
one would see the propriety of the course | have indicated,
nevertheless | do uot propose to do the hacking out. So |
will assume that it is meant that we bt governed by that prop
osition literally, “word for word,” so far as it is possibly ap-
plicable for the production of a paraffine mold under a“really
crucial test,” and | proceed at once to the details, viz—

The seance shall be held at a private house in 4=d street.
New York City, in the presence of a small party of well
Known Spiritualists, within thirty days from the 1st day of
June, 1876.

Though | am not bound by the “ward for wardd of mr
proposition, to submit to any committee, ana | certainly dki
not contemplate such. | nevertheless concede so far as to
say that a committee of seven arbitrators shall be ebouen.
three by Mrs. Hardy, three by myself, ami the seventh by
these six, a majority of whom shall decide any questions ot
difference between Mrs. Hardy and myself, and their decisioc
shall be final. . . X

The money- shall be paid to Mrs. Hardy immediately alter
the seance, If the committee, or a majority thereof, shall de
cide that she has succeeded in producing the mold under the
prescribed crucial test iauditions.

And to save time, | here announce Mrs. Lita Barney
Styles, Mr Bronson Murray and myself as mv choice for
the committee, and place no restrictions on Mrs. Hardy s
choice. Thomas K. Austin

No. ,is Wen .vth sue.* Ne. YoAChy.

1

R. Unton, Lsq, ol London, England, a in* writer ana
scholar, who has been connected editorially with the Medmwi
and Daybreak, is expected to arrive in this country soon

Wr. have tor sale copies of the London spiritua.-st
atest editions, price seven cents; we also will receive sub-
scriptions from persons who are, or who may become sne-
scribers to the Scientist, lor the sun, of JJO per “ ¢>»
postage included.  The price for both the London Spiritual*!
and the Spiritual Scientist, postage included, is *voo.
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TO be a Spiritualist
course WITtt the world of spirits live a
Such was Jesus Christ.—Peebles.

is to hold conscious inter

and to

spiritual life.

DEVELOPMENT.

Spiritualism, which is constantly inviting the attention
of scientists lo its phenomena, is occasionally agitated
by the announcement that some scientific commission is
to fairly investigate its claims, and report to a skeptical
world the results of their examination. We have now
had three world-renowned instances; the Harvard com-
mittee, the London Dialectical Society, and the St. Pe-
tersburg University. Each and every case demonstrates
that Spiritualism has little to expect from investigations
of this nature. The first and last beat an ignominious
retreat The second would have done so as a society,
but a few of the members saw fit to publish the truth on
their own responsibility. To this committee Spiritual-
ists and the outside world are indebted for a standard
work on the phenomena of Spiritualism.

The dogmatic attitude which declares that the phe-
nomena must occur under cettain conditions or else the
whole matter is a delusion is certainly unreasonable.
Observation and experiment, however, will enable Spir-
itualists to so far develop the phenomena as to discover
or elucidate the conditions under which they w ill occur,
and to definitely explain the cause that produces failure
If, for this purpose, investigators wish to dictate condi-
tions and observe results from this standpoint, we fail to

why this method of investigation should be discour
aged or denounced. It is more exact, and induces more
rapid progress than the present system, which seeks
wonderful manifestations regardless of conditions.

The Spiritualists who assert that investigations of this
nature must not take place, and that the "divine powers
of mediums shall not be tested,” are decidedly more
bigoted and dogmatic than the scientists who pronounce
Spiritualism an illusion because they cannot obtain what
they consider reliable evidence. The former can give
no reasonable explanation why this investigation is not
legitimate ; at least we have seen none yet. Some of

SCIENTIST.

otherwise rejected.
mine the doubt.

Mediums, so called, are constantly springing into ex-
istence. None know who they are, or from whence they
came. The influences attending or controlling may be
of the highest and worthy of the support of all true Spir
itualists, or they may be the reverse and damaging alike
to the medium and all who come in contact therewith.
The latter should be under the control of the former.
The sooner that Spiritualists recognize the fact that
there are two forces directly opposite in their nature—
the good and the evil—the better it will be for their hap-
piness here and hereafter. Both forces are actively
engaged. Call evil “undeveloped good" if you please—
give it any name you will—but remember that there are
two forces directlrjopposed, the one to the other. When
the positive predominates and the negative is under
control, the subject is safe, and his influence beneficial.
The former brings happiness, the ultimate end of exist
ence; the latter unhappiness. One who is properly
armed with this knowledge as a starting point, can pene-
trate Nature’s secrets with impunity. Let those who
doubt meet the dangers and learn wisdom by experience.

It is astonishing that Spiritualists are so careless in
visiting and forming circles. They submit the most deli-
cate part of their organism to influences whereof they
know so littls*. Without compass, and oftentimes worse
still with a false guide, they launch into an unknown
sea ; some become woeful wrecks that will require many
repairs in time to come. Spiritualism claims to deal
with the occult spiritual laws of Nature ; and yet both
Spiritualism and Spiritualists, as a class, are at the
mercy of these subtle influences. No wonder that the
movement is in such a disorganized and unsettled condi-
tion. It but faintly represents the contending forces
that are struggling for the mastery. A rigid system of
development, both for the phenomena and the powers of
the mediums through whom they occur, is an imperative
necessity. Exact methods of investigation and observa-
tion will show “that there are more things in heaven and
earth than is dreamt of in” bur philosophy; at the
same time they will develop spiritual phenomena that
will command the attention of scientific committees, and
occur under their conditions.

In either case experience will deter-

WAX MOLDS OK MATERIALIZED SPIRIT
HANDS.

The London Spiritualist has an editorial on the sub-
ject of paraffine molds. The suggestions therein con
tained are worthy of the notice of those who are labor
ing so diligently to sustain the claims of some of our
American mediums. We copy the closing paragraph.

The plan of weighing paraffine Is further prove that molds
from spirit hands are made on the spot, is a clumsy one, be
caifce the spirits could carry a paraffine hand into a cabinet,
and carry other paraffine away, just as they sometimes trans-
port solid objects after a seance begins; moreover, they are
not above doing so, the average of spirits who produceJJhysi-
cal manifestations being far more tricky than the mediums,
the knowledge of which circumstance has been forced upon us
by hard and unwillingly received experience. Some chemical
reagent should be mixed with the paraffine, so that the chem-
ist who put it in could afterwards test the molds to see
whether they had been made on the spot. Evidence that a
spirit hand dematerialiies inside a mold would depend upon

this class, who are even monomaniacs on the subject of |the unbroken mold presenting a narrow wrjat; also upon the

roediumship, consider that they, and they alone, are the j i
. L wru... i
instruments of spirit power. | nus satin me Spirits Is 'q

rufficient for them.

gertificate of an expert microscopist that the texture of the

mold of the skin was unbroken all round the narrowest part
wrjs[>with no symptoms of a fine longitudinal cut any-

That the statements of spirits can- j where, or of a “dragging” motion of the materialized hand.

wot be accepted as infallible, and that they contradict!

each other on most important points, i” now acknowl-
edged by intelligent Spiritualists everywhere. Spirit
communications or information should be weighed in the
balance of one's reason, and, if approved, acted upon ;

ANNOUNCEMENT.

We shall publish, next week, an article on the “Continua-
tion of the Development of the Spirit,” translated from the
Trench, by Emma A. Wood, of Washington.

Also, “ Is Spirit Material ?” by Zeus.
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WHAT IS SPIRIT?
'T'he Countess of Caithness has just issued a new book in *
1 connection with spiritualism, entitled, “Old Truths in a
New Light." The following conversation which she had
with Prof. Agassiz gives an excellent definition of Spirit.

“ Life," he said, “ how do jou explain life?” | believe he
asked this question to try me. because hfs own views on this
point are very well known. | began to feel nervous, but
armed myself with my truly feminine courage, “for, after all,”
| thought, “ why should I be ashamed or my ignorance?
Professor Agassiz knows he is not talking to a philosopher,
and will not expect a philosophical reply from a lady.”
Besides, if the truth must be confessed, as usual when in dif-
ficulty, 1 besought the aid of my spirit friends before reply-
ing, and the following answer glided from my lips almost
before it was formed in my mind :—

“ Life is a manifestation of spirit; its manifestation is
movement. | am very simple-minded,and naturally refer all
that ex rets to God, the Great First Cause. If you ask me
what is movement, 1 should say it is a manifestation of force,
and force is a manifestation of will-power. 1 can, thesefore,
only tell you that definition of vitality would be movement

produced by the Will of God.”

r. Frederick R. Marvin, who cobccived the highly ingc
D nious theory of "utero-mania" to account for the phenom-
ena of mediumship, tecently delivered a lecture on “The
Physiology of Death.” The lecturer had experimented on
dogs, to discover the order of time in which the senses die.
To one dog he gave arsencous acid. The second died
instantly upon his introducing a needle into the medulla
oblongata; and the third he bled to death. In the last the
order of death was, sight, taste, smell, hearing, touch ; which
established the fact that the senses disappear in the same
order as they do in sleep, ‘lhe human body is an aggrega-
tion of cells ; life is the segmentation of these cells; death
their disintegration. Each cell dies for itself. Every moment
cells are springing into life. Every moment cells are dying.
Our bodies are composed of these little points. Take them
away and there is nothing left of us but the connecting shreds.
There are dead cells in your body, and when you are dead,
there will for some time continue to be living ones. We shall
all, at some time, be resolved into carbonic acid, water, and
the mineral elements. The whole surface of our globe, said
the speaker, has been dug over 128 times to bury its dead,
even not reckoning the long age of the world which is giveg
it by modern science, and we inhale, we feed upon, elements,
the very atoms, that have been living human beings before.
The dead, he continued, live again, and we greet them in the
perfume of the city, in the light flakes of the snow, in the
thousand leaves of the forest. Death, the doctor says, is
painless. There is no moment in our lives in which molecu-
lar death is not going on in us. The last words of a multi-
tude of persons indicate that mere disintegration is painless.
To die of cold, after the first agony is over, is a luxury. So
is drowning. The smile of death, the placididy of death,
comes to all features after the rigor mortis& That is over in
three days.

THE PHENOMENA OF DEATH.

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.

Leymarie, the editor of the Revue Spirite. Paris, is now
confined in the prison “La Sante,” at Paris.

Hudson TITTLE has an interesting article on “Crispus,
the Son of the Great Constantine” in this week's Rcligio.

George Stearns, Esq., has again favored us with a con-
tribution. The article "Evolution Compassed” is written in
his usual clear, logical and scholarly style ; our readers will i
discover the pearls without our assistance.

Subscription Rules of the Spiritual Scientist. Subscrip-
tion payable in advance. At the expiration of any subscription
the paper is discontinued. Subscribers are notihed two weeks
before a subscription is due, by the receipt of a bill for the
ensuing year; and also a duplicate bill and notification when
the paper is discontinued.

The New York Seven have given Mrs. Hardy an oppor
tunity to make 8500 by simply making a mold under “crucial
test conditions.” As she works for money, the price is a fair
one ; it is equivalent to what she would obtain in twenty
seances under her usual conditions. Mr. Austin's letter ap-
pears on annther page.
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HOW MRS. HARDY CAN MAKE »yoo.

To Me Editor of The Spiritual Scientist:

Dear sir.—I| am just now in receipt of the Boston Herald
containing Mrs. Hardy’s acceptance of my proposition for a
“realty crucial test." "To call it a “challenge,” as she does,
except in the broadest sense of the word, is not correct.

The facts are that | have offered her the sum of sso0 if
she will do a certain work, to wit: the production of a paraf-
fine mold in the manner in which she claims as evidencing
spirit materialization, under conditions which shall constitute
a "really crucial test,” which conditions | have indicated in
said proposition.

Now the money is here when she does the work ; but it is
my province to appoint the time, when (subject, of course, to
her convenience) and the place where the work shall be done
and as to the latter, she may be very sure that her own
house, where the facilities for trickery are no doubt complete,
is the very place | should not choose. Also as to arbitrators,
if such should be necessary, it is precisely from among those
who know what her tricks "are that 1should make my selec
tion, and it is evident that none are better argnainted with
those tricks than the New York Seven, who detected and
exposed them.

But the point now is, does she really mean by her “accept
ance" that she is really able.and willing to earn 1500 by prov-
ing to the world the genuineness of her claims as to the
production of paraffine molds? Her said acceptance is in
these words :—

To the Editor of the Herald.—You are hereby authorize!,
to say that | accept the above challenge, word for word, pre
cisely as written, and will sit under conditions and for the
objects specified in said challenge.”

All that follows is irrelevant, so need not be repeated. Now
exactlv what is covered up under “wordfor word,precisely
as written," | am a little at a loss. Is it a tiick to get the
money without doing the work ? However, if it is intended
that the very letter of that proposition is to be adhered to.
instead of a proper, technical contract of agreement, drawn
up after the acceptance was announced, as | had supposed
and intended ; and if further it might by any possibility be
constructed as "hoiking out" on my part, unless |1 do so ad-
here to it, 1 will only say that though | would suppose any
one would see the propriety of the course | have indicated
nevertheless / do not propose to da the hacking out. So |
will assume that it is meant that we be governed by that prop
osition literally, "word for word," so far as it is possibly ap-
plicable for the production of a paraffine mold under a "really
crucial test,” and 1 proceed at once to the details, viz—

The seance shall be held at a private house in Aid street.
New York City, in the presence of a small party of well
Known Spiritualists, within thirty days from the 1st day of
June, 1876.

Though | am not bound by the “wardfor wardd of my
proposition, to submit to any committee, and | certainly did
not contemplate such. | nevertheless concede so far as to
say that a committee of seven arbitrators shall be cboeen.
three by Mrs. Hardy, three by myself, and the seventh by
these six, a majority of whom shall decide any questions of
difference between Mrs. Hardy and myself, and their decision
shall be final. . . .

The money shall be paid to Mrs. Hardy immediately after
the seance, if the committee, or a majority thereof, shall de
cide that she has succeeded in producing the mold under the

Iprescribed crucial test londitiam.

And to save time, | here announce Mrs. Liu Barney
Siyles, Mr Bronson Murray and myself as mv choice for
the committee, and place no restrictions on Mrs. Hardy’s
choice. Thomas K. Austin

No. riS Weot .Vrlk SOOW. Now Y*oh Ui«r.

R. Linton, Esqg., of London, England, a fine writer ami
scholar, who has been connected editorially with the Medium
and Daybreak, is expected to arrive in this country sooo.

We have for sale copies of the London Spiritual's:
atest editions, price seven centsj we also wilt receive sub-
scriptions from persons who are, or who may become sub-
scribers to the Scientist, for the sum of JW P?
postage included. The price for both tne London Spiritual>*t
and the Spiritual Scientist, postage included, is 1&00.



140 SPIRITUAL

Historical and P hilosophical

ANCIENT THEOSOPHYj]
OR SPIRITISM IN THE PAST.

BY CHARLES SOTHERAN.

manity appears to always hare, within her folds, some
Hspecial agency at work, so that when races become de-
based in Paganization and forgetfulness of the Supreme, a
mighty increment is commenced which clears out the Angean
stables and sares races from becoming too deteriorated.
From the simple Christist doctrines to the exoteric heathen-
ism, into which the whole of Christendom seemed merging,
and with which millions are debased, Mahomet, a simple
shepherd, was raised up to preserve bis own native land,
together with Africa, Asia, and a part of the Europe from the
withering curse of idolatry. The instrument of spirits, he
has sent us down a volume called the Koran ; which has civil-
ised and appears to be able to penetrate where the Bible
utterly fails.

Pondering over the traditions of the Jewish legends, the
story of Jeans whom he loved, fortified with his own intuitive
perceptions and theosophical lore, his eyes having regarded
the Christian images and paintings on every side, female in-
fanticide and other evil customs, he declared to the world his
mission and the spiritistic influences which were his creden-
tials. He succeeded in bis mission. Whether it be among
the Moorish ruins of Spain, the decaying palaces and
mosques of India, or in the successors of the learned Arabic
schools from which tne Crusaders brought luxury and scien-
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the pure metal with which the master can obtain entrance
within the mysterious gates.

Ignorant of the words of the philosopher Narada, “we
must study to comprehend, comprehend to know, know to
judge.” Halt developed thinkers scoff at ancient symbolism.
They can perceive nothing in the sacred dualistic emblems
but the outward form. The ancients who had studied, com-
pared and proved ; they had no such feelings regarding the
emblems of the fructifying power in nature. Nothing could
be holier than those chosen ; and in making use thereof noth-
ing but propriety was seen. It was left for the impure of life
and sentiment to discover harm in the Crux Ausata and its
variations. To the Deist the symbol of the Supreme is the
Universal; the Christian scoffer at ancient emblems has, as
an inanimate demi-god, a book deemed inspired ; but so full
of impurity in parts that it cannot be read with decency in
the family.

In olden Christian times those who >ared to have preten-
tious to theurgical knowledge were burnt at the stake. The
faggot is now superseded by the social rack. Between the
Charybdis of Materialism and Scylla of modern Spiritualism
many theosophical students are in no pleasant predicament.

Certain Spiritualists insinuate myself and others are Jesu-
its, on the strong evidene of our having written “learned
and abstruse stuff” Oh, for the precious jewels in toad’s
heads, the powerful brains of such accusers. According to
these new Daniels, the study of the ancients is “learned and
abstruse,” ergo “stuff,” ergo Jesuitiim—@. E. D. Most
learned pundits, deep quaffers of Pierian springs, glorious
discoverers of the fact that the first axiom in the creed of the
disciple of Loyola is unswerving disbelief in the Godhead of
Christ.

tific wisdom to Europe, the name of Mahomet is synony-1 Certain materialists using slander—for dirt is cheap and

mous with a belief in one Allah and one alone.

Arabs gifted with theurgical powers can yet conjure up the 1

spirits of the departed ; entrance is still to be found to lodges
where knowledge of the ancient paths of the Dervishes will
be gained and in which the murid or disciple attains spiritis-
tic powers.

Yes, to these days in the far East the most precious beliefs
of theosophy and theurgy are inculcated ; for the pure sacred
fire is nngoencheri ; there are preserved, in all their vedure
and delight, the divine truths of the Cabala, the greatest of
all mysteries.

With the history of Ancient Spiritism, as such | have tem-
porarily done. Perhaps at some future time we may meet
again and wade together through the pleasant paths mediaeval
and modern Spiritualism. From the beginnings of the Chris-
tian and Mahometan eras to this day the “fire” has never
burst out, tlie “light” has never been extinguished, and a
perfect “illumination’, has ever been kept scintillating with
more than a faint glimmer. As a beacon, it has shed its rays
far asd wide in eventful epochs in history. Whether in the
persons of the Gnostics, or Cabaiists, or Templars, or Albi-
genses, or Rosicrucians, or Illuminati, or the Carbonari of
our days, an impetus has been given by the unseen Theoso-
phisfs, who, directing or controlling, have influenced the
cause of freedom and shed enlightenment not alone in the
schools of the metaphysicians, bat in social and political,
strongholds.

For a short time longer we will consider the lessons to be
iearaf from that at which we have curiously glanced, and its
connections with the present

There are those who consider the dead, being dead, should
rest with the buried post in /ere. gThey forget that the past
does exist, perhaps unsuspected. In every day of our lives
it is steeply a piece and parcel of the tesselation of which our
modern hothouse growth is a portion.

It is urged by some, in the days of cyclopaedic learning,
that the day of fables is extinct and allegory happily fossil-
ised. It may perhaps be wished so, but | would ask, isa rare
aad beautiful pearl deteriorated by laying full fathoms deep
to the ocean bottom, there awaiting the lucky diver who shall
capture the treasure | or is the sad grief of the mother, who
hes lost her sow, softened by the parade of tbs vulgar trap-
pings of woe exhibiting her heart spoa her sleeve ? No.
So theoeopbical truth, veiled to allegory, awaits the refiner
who, by bis knowledge and crucible, can from its ore refine

often effective—charge students of Theosophy with being
hopelessly deranged in the same way that they have even
labelled believers in spiritistic manifestations as suffering un-
der Utero-mania, or Medio-mania. One of these, a bitter
antagonist, a professor of psychology, himself once a Spiritu-
alist, and a poet of no mean order, recently printed a pam-
phlet to prove all poets insane. It has raised the question in
my mind whether Atheists, blindly closing their eyes to the
proofs of supreme intelligence around them are not severely
attacked with Atheo-mania resulting from abnormal causes :
the materialists denying the irrefragible fact of spirit being
distinct from matter, has he not Materialo-maniaon the brain?
My diagnosis may be wrong, but | simply offer ft for your
consideration.

We need not be astonished at the wild vagaries of the lat-
ter when we remember how unsafe logic is and the uncertain-
ty of metaphysical a priori or a posteriori argumentation.
Comtists, as a rule, mould negations on misconceptions
through using the wretched subjective method rather than
the objective. Their spirit in regard to these matters is ex-
emplified by the position which the leader of the American
Positivists took in regard to that remarkable work by two
leading English scientists, “The Unseen Universe.” Some
of you may recollect the Gehenna howl it caused among the
materialists. On asking him whether he had studied the
work he answered, “Oh, no1 | don’t intend to, for | have
read Clifford’s answer in the Fortnightly.” He had poisoned
his intelligence with the pseudo”ntidote and was is a far
different condition to that of the eminent French author,
De Chaseraye, who says, in his “Conferences sut | A me"—

“All discussions relative to Deity, to the government of the
world, to the origin and end of things, can result in nothing
conclusive, for its object surpasses the reach of human intel-
ligence. Besides, every proposition of this nature is of a
secondary interest for man. Upon all these points, | declare
myself a positivist. In my opinion, the only question verita-
bly important in philosophy cosuiets in knowing whether we

ave an immortal soul. | am still so far a positivist in this,
that | dismiss the Spiritualism of St. Thomas and of Descartes
as undemonstrated and undemonstrable, and that | recognize
the method o f physical observation as alone capable of con-
ducting to certitude. But science is as ye* very uncertain,
and | cannot resign myself to wait when the question for us
iis between nothingness and eternal life. 1have then, pro-
visionally, recoorse to those metaphysical reasonings which
render as very probable the continuance.of the soul at death.
1 attach myself with ardor to that verity which physiology, 1
do not doubt, will one day make clear to all.”



SPIRITUAL

Pertinent to the question before us is the matter of the
supposed spiritistic manifestations, which are acknowledged
by all impartial students as of great importance. Three
atheists of the New York Liberal Club make the following
remarks in a harmless pronunciamento published recently in
the New York Tribune: —

“It has seemed to us that the ‘phenomena.’ even if they are
not ‘facts of Spiritualism,” may have a scientific value. So far
as we have been able to discover, however, we find no ‘spirit
hypothesis’ needed to account for them. They all fall quite
readily under one or more of the following categories —
I. Fraud; 2. lllusion; 3. Delusion; 4. Disease.”

One of the signers of this letter has acknowledged, since
its publication, that he and his confreres accept the phe*
nomena as generic, but inexplicable, and in the extract quoted
it is presumed they have a scientific value. If this be the
case, accprding to their irreconcilable theories how can the
phenomena fall under any of the four categories? for the
worst offence any medium has committed can be but mi;con-
ception of the cause of certain manifestations which scientists
themselves are unable to explain. Are the charges thus
made consistent with fairness, unevasiveness, and truth ?

Rev. G. W. Samson, of Washington, who recently lectured
against Spiritism in the Liberal Club, whence this trinity
hailed, observes as follows in his “Physical Media in Spir-
itual Manifestations:”

“When such a man as Prof. Hare is philosophically led
from one extreme to the other, we may not be charged’with
improper credulity if we believe thefact of Spiritualism to be
attested. When such a mind, too, is forced before scientific
inquiry can be instituted, to take so exalted a view of the
source of these attested facts, we cannot be charged with vain
empiricism, if after all our survey of philosophic men, we
believe there is a ‘cause in nature' for these phenomena
which is yet to be ‘tested.' . . . For while these phenomena
have a past with which historic truth is conctrned, and a
future with which scientific truth must concern itself, so the
have a present with which religious truth must meet and see
a harmony.”

The learned President of Columbia College is quite justi-
fied in making these assertions, for the past of Theurgy is
intimately connected with the piesent manifestations.

A GHOST AT CHURCH IN YORK.
'l 'he following mysterious narrative is given in an anony-
1 mous letter in The Newcastle (Eng.) Daily Chronicle

On Good Friday last | went to Holy Trinity Church, York,
for morning service, at 11 o'clock, and repaired with a friend
to the gallery, being anxious to see a certain apparition which
is said to haunt the place.

The gallery is situated at the extreme west end of the
building, and faces the east window, from which it is distant
some fifty feet or so. It is said that in the aisle and body of
the church nothing is ever seen. The gallery was full, but no
one seemed to have come there especially for the ghost, and
though many of them afterwards said they saw it, they were
not in the least affected by the apparition, treating it as"a
matter of course, to which they were well accustomed.

| kept my eyes fixed upon the east window for nearly the
whole of the hour and a half during which the service lasted,
but was not favored with a sight of the phenomenon, although
others saw it cross the window and return, and my friend
who knows it well, called my attention to the fact at the mo-
ment, yet 1 could perceive nothing.
place as unbelieving as ever, and supposed that either | was
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four divisions in the window, all of stained glass, of no par-
ticular pattern, the outer on right and left being of lighter
color than the two center panes, and at the edge of each runs
a rim of plain, transparent white glass, about two inches wide,
and adjoining the stone work. Through this rim, especially,
could be seen what looked like a form transparent, but yet
thick (if such a term can be used) with light. It did not
resemble linen, for instance, but was far brighter, and would,
no doubt, have been dazzling to a near observer. The robe
was long, and trailed. The figure was, of course, not visible
when it had crossed the window and passed behind the wall.
My friend whispered to me that it would return, must return,
and at the end of five minutes or so the same figure glided
back from right to left, having turned round while out of sight.
About half an hour later ir again passed across from north to
south, and having remained about ten seconds only, returned
with what | believe to have been the figure of a young child,
and stopped at the last pane but one, where both vanished.
1did not see the child again, but a few seconds afterwards
the woman reappeared, and completed the passage, bchiod
the last pane, very rapidly. Nothing more was seen during
the service, and no other opportunity presented itself to me
for making observations. During each tirtB the chandelier
prevented me from obtaining a complete view, but there could
be no doubt as to the shape, a certain amount of indistinct-
ness, however, being caused by the stained glass. On the
reappearance for the last time | saw the head, which was, |
believe, that of the child, move up and down distinctly, as if
nodding. The figure shone with dazzling brightness, and ap-
peared to be at a considerable distance, say thirty yards or
so, though at the same time as distinct as possible, consider-
ing the obstruction of colored glass. Each time the level
upon which it glided was precisely the same, and afterwards,
on carrying a straight line from the spot in the gallery where
| sat through the part of the glass where the feet of the fig-
ure shone, and continuing that line, (in my mind’s eye, with
all the objects before me, except the ghost, whose position |
had taken good notice of), | found that it would traverse a
thick holly tree eight or nine feet high, at about four feet
from the ground, and at two or three feet from the ground, a
low wall about four feet high, and would reach the ground
litself in the middle of a gravel yard belonging to the back
I'premises of the house, called the vicarage, at a distance of
twelve or fifteen yards from the window, zkny person walk-
ing between the window and the holly tree would barely be
seen at all, much less be seen in the place which the appari-
tion occupies; and any one on the further side of the tree
would be almost if not quite invisible, on account of the holly
land other bushes and the dead wall. Any one about there at
| all can easily be seen from the many houses on all sides.

If it were a shadow thrown upon the glass of the window
it would, of course, be seen by those who sit in the body of
the church as well as those in the gallery.

It cannot be a reflection on the principle of Pepper’s Ghost,
which is produced by the figure actually being ina very strong
light, and appearing reflected on glass ina darkish spot The
lights both inside and outside of the church at York, which
might be thought to produce the ghost, are precisely the
reverse, and any figure required to be reproduced by refiec-
tion on the east window would have to be standing or walking
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| therefore. left the in the center of the aisle.

For the above facts | can vouch, and | have no reason to

the victim of a hoax, or that it required a great stretch of im- believe that the following are either incorrecf or exaggerated.
agination to fancy that a passing shadow was the desired ob- It s said to appear very frequently on Trinity Sunday, and
ject. However, not liking to discredit the statements of many t0 bring two other figures on to the scene, another female,
friends who were used to seeing it almost every Sunday, | called the nurse, and the child. It is often seen as distinctly
consented on Easter Day to go to the same place and pew. :ON & dark, rainy, or snowy day, as when the sun is shining,
The seat 1 occupied was not an advantageous one, a large ] When I saw it the sun was not bright. o

brass chandelier being between me and the lower panes of the ~ The motion is even, not at all jerky. Sometimes it glides
window. In the middle of the service; my eyes, which had | Swiftly; at other times slowly. It cannot be a mere acci-
hardly once moved from the left or north side of the window, dental reflection, from a door or window, for instance, for the
were attracted by a bright light formed like a female, robed 1figure faces different ways, according to the direction in

and hooded, passing from north to south with a rapid, gliding
motion outside the church, apparently at some distance. Tim
window is Gothic, and, 1 fancy, from twenty to twenty-five
feet high, by twelve to fifteen feet wide at the base. The
panes through which the ghost shines are about five feet high

which it is going; and it is not always alone, nor do the fig-
ures always act in concert.

One of my friends, with a companion, has watched ontside
on the wall, where he had a full view of the whole place
around, during morning service. The ghost has been seen

and about halfway lietween the top and bottom. There are 1ffom the inside, while outside nothing was visibte.
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142 SPIRITUAL

It is said to have haunted the church for I;0, 200, and
some authorities say Joo years, and there are many pretty
legends connected with it.

One of the many traditions says that 200 years ago, during
religions disturbances, a party of soldiers came to sack the
convent attached to this church : that the abbess, a woman of
great virtue and courage, stopped them as they were entering,
declaring that they should enter over her dead body only, and
that, should they succeed in their sacrilegious purpose, as
they afterwards did, her spirit would haunt the place until the
true Church were re-established, and a convent built on the
same spot. Another story relates that during the plague,
some two hundred years ago, a nurse and child died of the
pestilence, and were necessarily buried outside the city walls,
while the unfortunate mother of the child, at her death, was
interred in Holy Trinity churchyard. Here the mother waits
and receives the nurse and child, weeping and wringing her
hands before parting with them. The same scene is often
enacted several times during the same day, and even during
the same service.

Whatever may have been the circumstances under which
the ghost fit it is owe, which is hard to believe in these mat-
ter-of-fact days) commenced its peculiar promenade. | would
recommeMt those who have the chance to go to Holy Trinity
Church, York, and see for themselv*s; though an audience of
the apparition cannot always be assured. A ghost in broad
daylight does no harm, frightens no one, and ought to inter-
est everybody.

HORACE GREELEY IN FRANCE.

J. L. O'Sullivan, our former Minister at the Hague, and a
Spiritualist of long standing, writes interesting letters from
Paris, in one of which appears the following bit of news that
may be interesting to Americans. Speaking of a reliable
French medium, he says:

An American friend of mine had a particular and very

proper reason for desiring to obtain a certain piece of in- g

formation from no less a person than the late Mr. Greeley,

scientist.

Presently Miss Seward arrived with the handsome stranger,
Mr. Cnnningham turned pale with a nameless horror as he
was presented to Andre, and at his first opportunity said to
Mr. Newton:

“ That, sir, was the face 1saw in my dream.”

ISPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY. HARTMAN'S AUPEAL
AND THE CHALLENGE IN REPLY.
Hartman’s appeal to the public.

[From the Cincinnati Enquirer.)

To the Public and Photographers:—Myv time being so lim
ited, as | leave on Monday, | will give a free public investiga-
tion of spirit photography at mv rooms, No. ioo West Fourth
Street, on Sunday morning, May 21st, at 10o’clock. | wish
this investigation to be in the presence o f our best citizens,
men of character and decision and acuteness, able and quick
to detect fraud, and willing to admit a fact when proven.
Therefore, | invite the public and photographers, and espe-
cially editors and correspondents of the various papers; .\lso
our city divine. Each person tak;ng part in the investigation
must provide himself with three plates, and be thoroughly
searched, as |1 will be, before the Investigation begins, that
there may be no possibility of collusion and positively no
opportunity to commit fraud either by me or the party accom-
panying me in the dark room. Before the investigation the
dark room, camera, and every thing about the room shall be
thoroughly searched by a committee appointed, until com-

pletely satisfied that everything is correct.
Jay J.

Hartman.
No. 100 West Fourth Street.

A PHOTOGRAPHER ANSWERS WITH A CHALLENGE.

To the Editor ofthe Enquirer:—Noticing the card of Jay J.
Hartman, spirit photograﬁher, in this morning’s issue of the
“Enquirer” will you be kind enough to allow me to renew a
former challenge | made him some time ago through the col-
umns of your valuable paper, via.. To donate ftoo to any
worthy charity of this city if he succeeds in producing a
genuine spirit photograph in my room, with my instruments,
and under my supervision—he to donate the same amount if
he fails, say after six trials, to produce a genuine spirit photo-
raph ; or, if he ignores this as he did a former challenge, to
inform him that 1 am willing to afford him opportunities to

the wortd-wide-known editor of the “New York Tribune™ jproduce spook-types for the glory of the thing alone; and, if
and the opposition candidate against General Grant at the successful, will acknowledge either as a legerdemainist he is

last Presidential election. Greelv alone could give it, and
Greeley living would not have failed to give it. | took him
to Mme. R. In response to his request, a spirit present at
once gave his name as “Horace Greeley,” and proceeded
to give an answer to the inquiry put to him, an answer which
contained intrinsic evidence of its correctness. | also had
known him long years ago, with personal relations somewhat
peculiar, and he also answered what | said to him in a way
entirely corresponding to what might have been expected.
It was impossible to doubt, from the intrinsic evidence, that
it was Horace Greeley, and no mistake. The whole passed
in English, of which language the lady does not know a
word.

HISTORICAL PHENOMENON.

ust before Major Andre's embarkation for America, he

made a journey to Derbyshire, to pay Miss Seward a visit,
and it was arranged that they should take a pleasure ride to
the Park. Miss Seward told Andre, that besides enjoying
the beauties of the natural scenery, be would there meet
some of her most valued friends, among them Mr. Newton,
whom she playfully called her “ minstrel,” and Mr. Cunning-
ham, the curate, whom the regarded as a very elegant poet.

“ 1 had a very strange dream last night, said Mr. Cunning-
ham to Mr. Newton, while they were awaiting together the
arrival of the party, “ and it has haunted me all day, seeming,
unlike ordinary dreams, to be impressed very vividly on my
mind :”

“ 1fancied to be in a great forest. The place was strange
to me, and while looking about with some surprise, | saw a
horseman approaching at great speed. Just as he reached
the spot where | stood, three men rushed out of a thicket,
and seizing his bridle hurried him away, after closely search-
ing his person. The countenance of the man was a very
interesting and impressive one. | seem to see it now. My
sympathy for him was so great that | awoke. Bnt | presently
feD asleep again, and dreamed that | was standing near a
strange cRy, among thousands of people, and that 1 saw the
tame person | had seen in the wood brought out and sus-
pended to the gallows. The victim was young sn3 had a
courtly bearing. The influence and the effects of this dream
are somewhat different from any that | ever had.”

Isuperior to Hermann, or that spirit photography is a fixed
'fact. | cannot but acknowledge his proposition in this morn-
ing’s paper seems fair enough. Let us see if he is as much
of a man of deeds as of words.
Respectfully,

People’'s Gallery, Cincinnati, May 19, 1S76.

Henry Slatter.

Dr.J. R. Newton, who has for some years been on the
Pacific coast, has returned to New York City, where he an-
ticipates a permanent abode.

The Harbinger of Light, of Australia, duplicates the
photograph that appeared in the Spiritual Scientist, but for-
gets to say so. It also credits the account that was first
written for our columns to a Cincinnati paper. We wonder
if the same power which has attempted to prejudice other
parties against us is also at work in this quarter. Perhaps
not; we thought we would inquire.

We witnessed some remarkable manifestations this week
through several private mediums. No public medium in Bos-
ton has a similar power. From our own experience and that
of several correspondents in different parts of the country
who have written personal letters, we feel encouraged to say
that Spiritualism will soon have a new order of powerful me-
diums and speakers gifted with the highest spiritual powers.
A strong spirit band is perfecting its plans and is about to
manifest itself through earth instruments. Some persons of
long experience in Spiritualism will receive more convincing
tests of future existence and spirit power than they have ever
yet thought possible.

Five prominent spiritualists, in a communication to the
Spiritualist Newspaper of London, give the details of a
remarkable test seance in Manchester, and conclude by say-
ing: “Continuous, rigid, and severe investigation will alone
clear the road from tne intrusion of tempting phantasy, which
| is the welcome adornment of a proved truth, but must not
come “on the way” to it. After the impostors, humbugs, or
traitors have been sufficiently trumpeted out, the true facts
gained in private circles by pure love for truth, coupled with
sound intellect, not crippled by total ignorance or overtaxed
brain, wiH have a chance of being placed before the public.
Then a general change of public opinion may force science
to do what she now seems determined to refuse, namely, to
investigate, and this apart from the opposition offered by the
iclergy.
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development.  Mr. Spencer does not ask—and no mere
soeatist ever will—how force originates; what nukes the
antagonism of forces ; why their antagonism begets heat;
»r why the constant augmentation of heat as the issue of
gravitation in cosmical conformations is compatible with its
constant escape by radiation. It is onlr sophical scientists
that art not content with resolring heat into motion, motion
iato force, and force into the mystery of matter or matter of
Mystery.

Mr. Spencer’s bold allusion to “an Invisible Power working
after the manner of Evolution” is a strong reminder that he
does not believe in the literal logic of his cited statement. It
it* however, Ihe only evidence afforded by the dissertation
wherein both occur that their author has a notion of the
Actual Cause of what appears as Nature. Had the idea
oottined instead of its lifeless inkling, its entertainer would
hardly have closed his essay with admitting more than be-
eomes a mere scientist, yet affirming less than becomes an
average philosopher—that existence is explicable upon purely
physical data in all but a single point, that of its beginning.
Having maintained the reasonableness of the Nebular Hy-
pothesis, he thus concludes :

+ft remains ontv to point out that while the genesis of the
Solar System, and of countless other systems like it,'is thus
tendered comprehensible, the ultimate mystery continues as

SCIENTIST.

adequate cause,”—that this must be supremely personal,—
then might he claim Ihe superiority of ku ideal to the deified
conceits of Religion in all its mythical guises. But as it is—
the absolutely unknowable—he cannot reasonably affirm its
supremacy to anything but nihility. Such an ideal is not
rationally satisfying ; nor does it quite fit the mind of its
avowed cherisher, as he lets us know in concluding his essay
on "Progress ; its Law and Cause :"—

“After all that has been said, the ultimate mystery remains
just as it was. The explanation of that which is explicable
does but bring out into greater clearness the inexplicableness
of that whieh remains behind. However we may succeed in
reducing the equation to its lowest terms, we are not thereby
enabled to determine the unknown quantity; on the contrary,
it only becomes more manifest that the unknown quantity
can never be found. . . . The sincere man of science, con-
tent to follow wherever the evidence leads him, becomes by
each new inquiry more profoundly convinced that the Uni-

'verse is an insoluble jroblem. Alike in the external and in-
ternal worlds, he sees himself in the midst of perpetual
changes, of which he can discover neither the beginning nor
the end. If, tracing back the evolution of things, be allows

lhimself to entertain the hypothesis that avimatter once ex-
isted in a diffused form, he finds it utterly impossible to con-
ceive how this came to be so ; and equally, if he speculates

great as ever. {The Lltimat* mystery: is there no other?] jon the future, be can assign no limit to the grand succession

The problem of existence is not solved; it is simply removed
further beck. [How far back?] The Nebular Hypothesis
throws no light on the origin of diffused matter; and diffused
matter as much needs accounting for as concrete matter.
[Does the theory of Evolution account for concrete matter
without adverting to a cause which would also account for
the origin of diffused matter?] The genesis of an atom is
not easier to conceive than the genesis of a planet. [Nor is
it any harder to conceive the genesis of an atom without
than the genesis of a planet with or by the process of Evolu-
tion. Regarding atoms as concentric forces, their generation
by volition of the Omnific Mind is as comprehensible as their
“Correlation and Conservation” to the end of Nature’s opera-
uons.] Nay, indeed, so far from making the Universe a less
mystery than before, it makes it a greater mystery. [Where-
fore?] Creation by manufacture is a much lower thing than
creation by evolution. [How lower?] A man can put together
a machine; but he cannot make a machine develop itself.
[Does the mechanism of existence develop itself?] The in-
genious artisan, able, as some have been, so far to imitate
vitality as to produce a mechanical piano-forte player, may in
some sort conceive how, by greater skill, a complete man
might be artificially produced ; but he is unable to conceive
how sach a complex organism gradually arises out of a
minute structureless germ. [“Arises!” “Specs 1 growed,”
says Topay; and herein consists the “mystery," which grows
with the accumulation of sheer physical data.] That our har
moaious universe once existed potentially as formless diffused
saatter, and has slowly grown into its present organized state,
ia a far more aatoniahing fact than would have been its forma-
tion after the artificial method vulgarly supposed. [Astonish-
ing?>—that, indeed, if it keul grown; but of the known fact, the
levesse is true, inasmuch as conception is more edifying than
conceit] Those who hold it legitimate [and why not legiti-
mate?] to argue from phenomena to nomena, may rightfully
contend that the Nebular Hypothesis implies a First Cause
aa much transcending the mechanical Cod of Paley, as this
d«cu the fetinh of the savage. [“Transcending”—in what
sense? O, the “unknowable” sense.]”

paley s ideal of Cod was not mechanical, but notoriously
pcaMaal; and its attributes oi Love and Wisdom, as well as
Pumue, personating the character of our heavenly Father,
make it n thousand times more acceptable to a conscious
<hiht of Deity than the negative postulate of Speocer. The
slurred epithet comes rather awkwardly from one whose
theory of existence involves the supreme agency of meebaai
cal powers, and admits no First Cause of which anything can
ha a® rmed. Could he conceive enough thereof to make it at
all descriptive ; could be abjure a doubt of its being leas un
knowing than unknowable,—a worker cooacious of his work,

nd venture to draw the inference worthy of the latter's
purport, agreeably to the axiom of “No effect without an

of phenomena ever unfolding themselves before him. .. In-
ward and outward things he thus discovers to be alike inscru-
table in their ultimate genesis and nature. He sees that the
Materialist and Spiritualist controversy is a mere war of
words; the disputants being equally absurd,—each believing
he understands that which it in impossible for any oue to un-
derstand. In all directions his investigations eventually
bring him face to face with the unknowable; and he ever more
clearly perceives it to be the unknowable. He learns at once
the greatness and the littleness of human intellect—its power
in dealing with all that comes within the range of experience;
(iu impotence in dealing with all that transcends experience.
1He feels, with a vividness which no other can, the utter in-
comprehensibleness of the simplest fact, considered in itself.
He alone truly sees that absolute knowledge is impossible.
He alone knows that under all things there lies an impenetra-
ble mystery.”

Such is the aspect of existence as contemplated in the
clear light of physical science. Herbert Spencer is known
and respected throughout the civilized world as an adept
scholar and profound thinker, who has devoted the larger
part ol a lifetime to the scientific study of the problem of
existence. He has thus become eminently qualified to judge
of the scope and promise of Science itself, touching a solu-

j tion of this problem. In view of his potable standing as an

,author and investigator, the foregoing extract from his writ-
ings is selected as an available substitute for what otherwise
1 should have to say with a shade of diffidence, bearing as it
does upon certain sections of learning with whose details 1
profess no special familiarity. Though Mr. Spencer’s course
of study and explication of existing things has been styled by
some of his disciples a “New System of Philosophy.” 1am
not aware that he has adopted the title; and if he has, | am
none the less sure that it is illegitimate, and due to that com-
mon want of verbal discrimination which often begets an im-
proper'interchange of terms in literature, much to the confu-
sion of thought and thwarting of didactic aims. If there is
any line of distinction between Science and Philosophy, it
must be precisely as 1 have elsewhere and heretofore drawn
it—between existent and preter-cxistent being. According to
this demarkation, Mr. Spencer’s study is purely scientific,
since he claims, as appears above, that nothing is knowable
out of the range of experience : in which he agrees with all
non sophical scientists.

In another division of this essay, 1 shall try fo demonstrate
that the human intellect is not altogether impotent in dealing
with what transcends experience, just now I will only point
out wherein Mr. Spencer may be mistaken in affirming that it
is. Whence comes his information that absolute knowledge
is impossible—that what confronts the human mind as a
mystery to day is to remain a mystery forever? Not from ex-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 136.



How To Form A Spirit Circle.

I'r s calculated that one person in every seven might
become a medium by observing the proper conditions.
The thousands of Spiritualists have, in most cases,
arrived at their conclusions by agencies established by
themselves and independently of each other and of the
services of professional mediums. Every spiritualist is
indeed an *“ investigator,” —it may be at an advanced
stage; and that all may become so, the following cons
ditions are presented as those under which the phe-
no-nena may at all times be evolved.

Inquirers into Spiritualism should begin by forming
spirit circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or
professional medium present. Should no results be
obtained on the first occasion, try again with other sit-
ters. One or more persons )>osse*sing medial powers
without knowing it are to be found iu nearly every

» Let* the room be of a comfortable temperature.
but cool rather than warm—Ilet arrangements be made
that nobody shall enter it, and that there shall be no
inklerruplion for one hour during the sitting of the dr-
CK.

a Let the circle consist of from .three or five to ten
ind*viduals, about the same number of each sex. Sit
round an uncovered wooden table, with all the palms
of the hands on iu top surface. Whether the hands
touch each other or not is usually of no importance,
Any table will do, justlarge enough to conveniently
accommodate the sitters. The removal of a hand from
the table for a few seconds does no harm ; but when
one of the sitters' breaks the circle by leaving the table
it sometimes, but not always, very considerably delays
the manifestations.

j. Before the sitting begins, place some pointed ead
pencils and some sheets of clean writing paper on the
able, to write down any communication that may be
obtained.

4 People who do not like each other should not sit
n the same circle, for such a want of harmony tends
to orerent manifestations, except with well-developed
physical mediums: it is not yet known why. Belief
1or unbelief has no influence on the manifestations, but
.an acrid feeling against them is a weakening influence.

5. Before the niant estations begin, it is well tu en-

gage in general conversation or in singing, and it is best

that neither should be of a frivolous nature. A prayer-
ful, earnest feeling among the members of the circle
gives the higher spirits more power to come to the dr-
cle, and makes it more difficult for the lower spiriu to
get near.

6. The first symptom of the invisible power at work
is often a feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the
hands.  The first manifestations will probably be table
nlungs or rape.

7. When motions of the table or sounds arc pro- ;

duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one person only
speak, and talk to the table ae to an intelligent being.
Let him tell the table that three tilts or rape mean
“Yes,” one means "No,” and two mean “ Doubtful,”
and ask whrther the a.Tnngement is understood. If
three signals be given in answer, then say, “ If | speak
the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you sirual every
time | come to the letter yon want, and speJ us out a
message ?* Should three signals be given, set to work
on the plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent
system of communication is established.

8. Afterwards the question should be put, “ Are we
sitting in the light order to get the best manifestaliens ?"
Probably some members ot the circle will then be told
to chaise seats with each other, and tfve signals will be 1
aftsrwards strengthened. Next ask, “Who is the
medium f* When spiriu come asserting themselves to
be related or known to anybody nreseut, well-chosen
questions should be put to teat the accuracy of the
of the statements, as spirits out of the body have all the
virtues and all the tailings of spirits in the body.

9. A powerful physical medium is usually a person of
an impulsive, affectionate, and genial nature, and very
sensitive to mesmeric influences. The majority of
media are ladies.

The baet manifestation* are obtained when the me-
dium sad all the mambers ad the arris are strongly
bound temstbsr by the affections, and are thoroughly
<esafortabie and happyj the manifestations are bora of
the spirit, and shrink somewhat from the lower amnia)
mflaaaces of serth. Family circles, with ae strangers
(resent, are usually the best.

If the cirris is composed of persons with suiuble

temperaments, manifestations will take place readily
if the contrary be the case, much perseverance will be ,
"rcemarv M

Possibly at the first sitting of a tirrie symptoms of
other forms of medmatship than tilts or raps may make
heir appaorsi«e.
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