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WHAT IS OCCULTISM ?
B Y  BUDDHA, O F  C A L IF O R N IA .

“ W h a t ’ » In  a  N a m e ? "

1 b e l ie v e  Occultism to be essentially a re-incarnation of 
ancient paganism, a revocation of the Pythagorean phil

osophy ; not the senseless ceremonies and spiritless forms of 
those ancient religions, but the Spirit of the Truth which 
animated those grand old systems which held the world 
spell bound in awe and reverence long after the spirit had 
departed, and nothing was left but the dead decaying body.

Occultism asserts the eternal individuality of the soul, the 
imperishable force which is the cause and sustaining power 
of all organization, that death is only the casting off of a 
worn out garment in order to procure a new and better one.

“ So death, *o called, can but the form deface.
The immortal soul flies out in empty m*ce,
T o  seek her fortune in another plaice?’

Occultism, in its efforts to penetrate the arcana of dynamic 
forces and primordial power, sees in all things an unity, an 
unbroken chain extending from the lowest organic form to 
the highest, and concludes that this unity is based upon an 
unity of ascending scale of organic forms of being, the Ja
cob’s ladder of spiritual organic experience, up which every 
soul must travel before it can again sing praises before the 
face of the Father.

It perceives a duality in all things, a physical and spiritual 
nature, closely interwoven in each others embrace, interde
pendent upon each other and yet independent of each other. 
And as there is in spirit-life a central individuality, the soul, 
so there is in the physical, the atom; each eternal, unchange
able, and self-existent. These centres, physical and spiritual, 
are surrounded by their own respective atmospheres, the in- 
t^rsphering of which results in aggregation and organization. 
This idea is not limited to terrestial life, but is extended to 
worlds and systems of worlds.

Physicai existence is subservient to the spiritual, and al- 
physical improvement and progress are only the auxiliaries of 
spiritual progress without which there could be no physical 
progress. Physical organic progress is effected through

hereditary transmission, spiritual organic progress by transl 
migration.

Occultism has divided spiritual progress into three divi
sions—the elementary, which corresponds with the lower 
organizations; the astral, which relates to the human : and 
the celestial, which is divine. “ Elementary spirits,” whether 
they belong to “ earth, water, air or fire,” are spirits not yet 
human, but are attracted to the human by certain congeniali
ties. As many physical diseases are due to the presence of 
parasites, attracted or produced by undcanness and other 
causes, so parasitic spirits are attracted by immorality or 
spiritual uncleanness thereby inducing spiritual diseases and 
consequent physical ailments. They who live on the animal 
plane must attract spirits of that plane who seek for borrowed 
embodiments where the most congeniality exists in the high
est form. Thus the ancient doctrine of obsession challenges 
recognition, and the exorcism of devils as legitimate as the 
expelling of atapewoim, or the curing of the itch. It was 
also believed that these spiritual beings sustained their spir
itual existence, by certain emanations from physical bodies, 
especially when newly slain ; thus in sacrificial offerings, the 
priests received the physical part, and the gods the spiritual, 
they being content with a “sweet smelling savor.” It was 
further thought that wars were instigated by these demons, 
so that they might feast on the slain. But vegetable food 
also held a place in spiritual estimation, for incense and fu
migations were powerful instruments in the hands of the 
expert magician.

Above the elementary spheres were the seven planetarv 
spheres. and as the elementary spheres were the means of 
progress for the lower animals, so were the planetar}- spheres 
the means of progress for spirits advanced from the elemen
tary—for human spirits. The human spirit at death, went 
to its associative star, till ready for a new incarnation, and its 
birth partakes of the nature of the planet from whence it 
came, and whose rays illumine the ascendant; the central 
idea of astrology. When the lessons of a planetary sphere 
were fully mastered the spirit rose to the next sphere to pro
ceed as before. The character of these spheres correspond 
ed to the “seven ages of man.” But not always did the spirit 
return to the astral spheres. Suicides; those from whom 
life had been taken suddenly, before fully ripe; those whose 
affections were inordinately attached to earthlv things, i c  . 
were held to the earth till certain conditions were fulfilled, 
and some whose lives had fitted them for such disposal were 
remanded to the elementary spheres, to be incarnated as 
lower animals corresponding to the nature of their lives. 
Such were the perturbed spirits who sometimes disturbed the 
peace of sensitive mortals in the oars gone by—perhaps 
now.

Transcending the planetary spheres were the three Divine 
spheres where the process of apotheosis took place, where
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'he spirit progressed till it reached the fulness of the God
head bodily. From these spheres were appointed the guard 
ians of the inferior spheres, the messengers of God, minis
tering spirits, sent to minister for them, who shall receive the 
inheritance of salvation.

Such is a brief outline of spiritual occult philosophy; it 
may see m to be inconsistent with the ideas of modern 
Spiritualism, yet even Spiritualism has not altogether
lost sight of the seven spheres and other peculiar
ities of the ancient astor spiritual faith; and as
knowledge is acquired and experience gained, a better
understanding of both ancient and modern mysticism will 
bring them nearer together, and show a consistency and mu
tual agreement which has never been disturbed only obscured 
by human ignorance and presumption. But Occultism has a 
physical aspect which I cannot afford to pass by. Man is a 
fourfold being:

Four thin*, of there are : spirit, tout, jhusk, flesh ;
Four ptoses these tour keep owl do puooess.
T he earth covers flesh, the sheet hovers o'er the stove,
Urctu hath the seal, the st are the spirit crave.

When the spirit leaves the body, and is properly pre
pared for the stellean spheres, it leaves behind all sensual 
thoughts and memories. These are retained In the mortal 
remains, and the shade which is no part of the spirit or the 
tree man or woman, may sti'l counterfeit them, make revela
tions of the past, in fact reveal more of ita sensual history, and 
prove sensual identity better than the spirit itself could do, 
seeing it knows only spiritual things. The sciomancy of the 
past bears the same reality to modern psychometry, that 
ancient magic does to modern Spiritualism. Thus in haunted 
houses, in grave-yards and places where deeds of violence 
have occurred, sensitives see the drama reacted which trans
pired long ago, the spirit being no accessory thereto.

Even the spirit cannot communicate unless through the in
terblending of physical and spiritual aural, and only by com
ing ih  rapport with physical things can it know anything of 
them; and thus mediums are as necessary on the other side 
as this; through which mediums, guardian spirits, we may 
gain a nearer apprehension of spiritual truths, if we live for

From the Boot on Herald.

TH E S P IR IT  PIC TU R E BU SIN E SS.

Ho k a t i o  E d d y  is reported to be in the spirit picture busi
ness at Chittenden, having probably learned the mysti c 

art of Evans during the visit of the latter worthy at Spirit 
Vale last summer. A correspondent of the Religio-Philoso- 
phical Journal declares that Horatio and the spirits make these 
pictures wihout camera or sunlight. All that is necessary is a 
chemically prepared plate. Horatio also claims to be inspired 
by some spirit artist of the brush and has adorned the walls of 
the Eddy homestead with some “ fearful and wonderful" prod
ucts of his genius. Speaking of spirit photographs, the 
writer of this has had two sittings with Mumler.two with Brown, 
one with Haxelton, the**specialty ” photographers of Boston,one 
wtih Evans, and in every case the result was most unsatisfac

tory and worthless as a test of the extraordinary claims of these 
artists. Some sitters appear to have better success, but a 
large majority are unable to identify the companion shadows 
which appear with their pictures. The explanaticn, very sim
ple if not satisfactory, is that only certain spirits have the 
power of impressing themselves on the photographic plates, 
and when the friends of the sitters fail to put in an appearance 
there is most always somebody present glad to improve the 
opportunity, even at the risk of being asked why he comes.

S u b s c r i p t i o n  R u les of the Spiritual Scientist Subscrip
tion payable in advance. At the expiration of any subscription 
the paper is discontinued. Subscribers are notified two weeks 
before a subscription is due, by the receipt of s bill for the 
ensuing year; and also a duplicate bill and notification when 
the paper is discontinued.

We « a v e  ro a  s a l e  copies of the London Spiritualist 
slant ed itioas, price seven cents ; we also will receive sub  
script lows from persons who are, or who may become sub  
scribcrs to the Scientist, for the sum of ).£o per annum, 
postage included. The price for both tne London Spiritualist 
and the Spiritual Scientist, postage included, is l&oo.

TH E POWERS TH AT BE ORDAINED OF GOD.
B Y  JA M E S  F R E E M A N  C L A R K E .

T h e  real authority of the Bible is its power; its power to 
bring us near to God ; to arouse our conscience; to make our 
duties clear and commanding; to make goodness beautiful, 
and eternity real; to make God our Father, and man our 
brother; immortality our inheritance, and heaven our home. 
So long as the Bible has the power to do this, as no other 
book has power to do it, so long will it seem to man a power 
ordained of God, a higher power to which every soul shall be 
subject. And can we doubt that other great works of piety 
and genius which have come down from the past, and which 
the world will not willingly let die, are, also, in a less degree, 
powers ordained of God? The sacred books of all nations— 
books which have lifted whole races from an animal life to a 
moral and spiritual condition—are not'these, also, higher pow
ers, ordained of God? Here are the works of Plato, which 
have fed the noblest souls,with visions of beauty ; stimulated 
man’s thirst for an ideal g<lod, created hopes of a better life ; 
is not this, also, a power ordained » f  God? These great 
souls, so great that time cannot touch them, and decay’s effac
ing fingers cannot obscure or destroy a syllable they have ut
tered in thousands of years ; have not these also, some divine 
power which secures their immortality? Like the Sabbath, 
the church, the state, the school, they were made for man, 
and their power is that they feed the higher nature of man. 
Some may be greater, nobler, better than others; but what
ever is able to survive the storms of time, and isJJreserved By"' 
human love and memory, must have in it something good, 
must be a power ordained of God.

From the Liberal Chtstian.
FA CIN G TH E E TER N A L V ER IT IES.

I Probably the purest and strongest forms of the religious 
sentiment are now to be found among those who have long 

since been content to let science have her way, and who have 
accepted all theological expressions as merely temporary de
scriptions of that which the mind could dimly see, and the 
heart could feel withont comprehending. Such persons are 
content to look upward and to reach upward, assured by their 
intellect that the realities are above, and not below ; assured 
by the heart that its satisfactions, although indefinable, are 
still pure and tend to better living, better thinking, and richer 
discovery. Such religion will show itself in tender and brave 
care of humanity, and sympathy with all that is best in hu
manity ; in serenity under burdens of labor, care, and sorrow ; 
and above all, in a quiet but strong confidence that the mys
tery which broods over life holds within itself wisdom and 
love which will shape the destinies of human souls to higher 
ends. Whatever form of science shall be arrayed against 
such manifestations of faith will have its labor for its pains. 
There cannot by any possibility be any discovery which will 
disprove the claims of religion, but there are infinite possibili
ties of diecovefy in the other direction. Ages before science 
was born or any perfect statement ol theism was possible, or 
Christianity was bom, there were poets and prophets who 
pierced the very heart of the secret and drew thence intpirn 
tion which has glorified human life for centuries. Such faith 
in God as came to expression in the life of Jesus will continue 
to work in human life, whether in one form or another, to 
beautify, to strengthen, and to conduct humanity to its des- 
fioj^ ________________________

T h e  R e c o r d  o r  t h e  Y e a r , is the title of a new maga- 
xine the publication of which bv G. W. Carleton Sc Co., was 
commenced with the April number. The editor and origins 
tor of this new candidate for popular favor is Mr. Frank 
Moore, whose labors in connection with “The Rebellion 
Record” will be gratefully remembered by all. The plan of 
this magazine is calculated to preserve a dispassionate and 
satisfactory account of current events in the order in which 
they occur in a permanent and convenient form. It includes 
in its scope not only the recording of accounts of public 
events, but of suck n atters of general interest as have occu
pied p.blic attention--political, literary, social, commercial,

| See., See. There are hundred of jewels which appear j n  the 
daily newspapers little gems in their way, which are deserv
ing of a more permanent setting than a daily journal affords, 
and this the Record is intended to supply. The May number 

; contains a portrait of Mr. Moody the famous revivalist The 
| magazine is destined to become a necessity in every library 
I and to all writers.

« .
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NEW YORK SEV EN  VS. MRS. HARDY.

SU M M IN G  U P O F  T H E  S T A T E M E N T  O F F A C T S  C O N C E R N IN G  

M R S. H A R D Y ’S  N EW  Y O R K  S E A N C E S  FRO M  M A R . 12  TO  19 .

To the Sp iritu a list public :
Are we now ‘‘too swift,” if we sum up our published state

ments ?
Mrs. Hardy was received by our members into their houses 

in perfect trust and confidence; but, in violation of the debt 
of hospitality, she has perpetrated upon us a series of “small, 
contemptible frauds,” and upon the public, invited by us, the 
egregious wrong of. tricks and deception in pretended evi
dences of spirit existence and power, all for the sake of gain 
in dollars. For these tricks and frauds, a deceived and fleeced 
public look upon us as more or less responsible : and to pre
vent more 01 these impositions upon a long-suffering people 
has been our only motive in thus placing ourselves so persist

ently efore you."
F ir st . Loose cotton wool has twice been found inside the 

 ̂wrists of the molds; this is not denied. It did not adhere to 
vt\ye molds, nor was it wet. Neither is consistent with the 

assertions of Mrs. Hardy, that the molds are just formed from 
melted paraffine floating upon hot water.

S econd. Before going out for the evening to a seance, 
while in New York, she has been seen by a witness to put a 
mold “exactlv like the paraffine molds”  into an “old-fashioned 
pocket, which she—the same Mary M. Hardy—wore beneath 
the usual sk irts ;” notwithstanding, the Hardys declare 
under oath, and in round full type in Banner of April 22, that 
they “ had no molds or casts ot hands with us on our late visit 
to New York City.”

T h ir d . A “paraffine mold” was seen “ lying in the gutter 
where Mrs. Hardy had just passed.” This was on her way 
to a seance, at wnich no mold was produced. This she de
clared to be her first failure. They have emphatically denied 
the fact of this mold having been lying on the street, in Ban
ner of April 8th, declaring it was but “ pieces” picked from . 
“casts,” forgetting the impossibility that such “pieces” would ' 
have attracted attention, or that they could fall from a half-1 
filled satchel, or that they were worth picking up when they 
already had a lump of paraffine remaining in the bag, which : 
would weigh two pounds or thereabouts. This fact was then ' 
sworn to by one witness. The Hardys put in a counter-depo
sition, carefully drawn, intended to be received as a counter
affidavit. But it does not deny that the mold was “lying in the 1 
gutter,” as our witness testified. It avoids the exact issue,as 
was safest, and swears “no mold of any hand was ever dropped 
by us in the street.” In view of Josephine Neven's affidavit 
of last week, their oath maybe trne. It may have fallen  from 
the “old-fashioned pocket,” and not have been “dropped” by 
them.

To sustain Mrs. Austin’s affidavit, five persons of Mrs. 
Austin’s family declared, under oath, that they heard this fact 
pointedly stated to Mrs. Hardy, and she did not deny it; but 
by silence, and evasion of denial, gave her consent to the 
fact.

F ourth. On two trials when the table was enclosed in a 
bag of netting, and the mouth and seams of the bag kept out 
of ner reach, no mold was produced. When this precaution 
was not taken, a mold (broken, however,) was found under the 
table. Had it just been formed from hot paraffine, it would 1 
not have been broken, for the de-materialization of the spirit 
hand could have given it no wrench. Query : Was the thumb 
broken off by passing it through the seam, which in this in
stance was within reach of the medium ? *

F ifth . When the paraffine was weighed before and after 
the seance, it was found not to have lost any weight whatever, j 
Yet the mold claimed to have come from it weighs two and a 
half ounces. Mr. and Mrs. Hardy do not deny this, but 
account for it by saying that warm wax will absorb water, and 
appeal to one of the “Seven” in whom they had confidence to 
“try the experiment.” He has done so, and finds them incor
rect. Wax and water have no affinity for each other.

S ixth . The request that tinted paraffine should be used in 
her seances has always been refused by her. On the occa
sion of her first visit to New York for paraffine mold seances, 
such was prepared without her knowledge till the seance 
commenced. When the examination for the mold took place, 
she was the first to catch it up, and very deftly, accidentally, 
dropped it into the colored paraffine. Some of that same 
paraffine is still preserved, and the mold and paraffine do not 
resemble each other only as much as we might expect a white 
mold dropped into the colored matter to do.

S eventh . An invitation was extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Hardy by the New York Association of Spiritualists, to use 
their hall for an evening seance, taking all the proceeds 
thereof, to which they have never made reply. This was 
several weeks ago. The “Committee of Seven” also urved 
her to give them the opportunity of bearing witness to ner 
genuineness, by allowing them a test seance, to which she 
indignantly responded A'#, and laying her hand on the old 
family Bible, made it a perpetual oath.

In view of these facts, we now, and for the first time, (the

Banner of Light to the conlrary, not withstanding.) with no 
“inconsiderate haste” or malice, but with due deliberation, 
charge Mrs. Mary M. Hardy, of Boston, with having com
mitted “ small, contemptible frauds.” as the Banner calls it, 
though to us they do not seem small; and we are prepared to 
prove and establish the same in any Court of Justice, in this 
city, should she be disposed to try the question.

We have received from a well-known legal gentleman of 
this city, who magnanimously defended a noted medium here 
eight years ago, in the most noted trial Spiritualism has ever 
met in the Courts of this country, a tender of his services 
should we or anv one be disposed to enter against said Mary 
M. Hardy and Mr. John Hardy a complaint ol having obtained 
money under false pretenses, which she has done. We are 
not vindictive, and nave not decided to do so unless future 
circumstances render it necessary, as our only object is to 
prevent a successful repetition of these “ frauds.

We see by the published letters of Dr. Gardner and Miss 
Lizzie Doten, of Boston, that there are opened eyes belonging 
to honest men and women there, and have hope that the 
course of Mrs. Hardy will be thoroughly scrutinized, and 
made public. There can be no doubt of her tricks here ; and 
so we leave her. T he “ N. Y. S even .”

April 7, 1876.

SPIRITU ALISM  IN NEW YORK CITY.
M R S. A M A N D A  M. S P E N C E  B E F O R E  T H E  N. Y . A SSO C IA T IO N .

Mr s . S p e n c e  continued the review she commenced last 
Sunday evening, and brought the teachings which she 

had received from the angel-world to bear upon the present 
aspect of things. She cautioned her hearers to beware of 
falling into creeds, as the Christian church had done. They 
had the same phenomena at the inception of the truth to them 
that we have been having for twenty eight years past. Their 
mistake was in submitting to rulers in the form of leaders, 
teachers, mediums, or authorities of any kind. Each ought to 
judge for himself, and not criople his progression with the 
words of any creed. The natural feeling of men is to rever
ence those whom they recognize as superior to themselves, 
either in station or in knowledge. While we should respect 
superior attainments, we ought not to how down to them, but 
examine every point presented critically before accepting; 
and do not promise, by signing any compact, that you will 
never think otherwise than now. Mrs. Spence instanced 
several examples from the Bible and from history to show 
this tendency in mankind, and the necessity of its being 
guarded against.

Chrietianity claims to have bronght civilization to the race, 
to have made men merciful, etc. We see in its train, how
ever, the awful penalty of death for death being advocated 
and practiced. This comes of the attributes ot their God, 
who said “ Destroy Sodom, and destroy all my enemies.” 
“An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” Put away from 
you this condition of things, and cultivate up the good—be it 
ever so little—in the criminal, that his soul may be reformed 
instead of cutting off the life of the body. Do not follow this 
way of reforming your enemies. We (the spirits) hope to 

I find in this great city enough to illuminate the world, and save 
[ it from the superstitions indulged in to-day. Will you be wise 
and prudent in your intercourse with the angel-world ? Before 
us now are those who shall and will represent, not the physi
cal, but the mental muscle that shall sling the pebble to slay 
this Goliath of the churches. Out of the people come the 
representative -minds, to bring the glad tidings to the world 
which shall do awav with superstition.

Mediums must dole out truth, not money. Then they will 
fill a glorious mission in the world. Loyalty to truth :s com
pensation enough. Build up a constitution for your spirit 
here, just as you do for your body. The angels begin to 
doctor up your poor bodies as soon as they come. It is nec
essary we live out our life here, or they would not do so ; they 
would take us away to their happy home. We are like the 
little child, pa rtia lly  conscious of the great concerns of life. 
You must wake up your understandings to know how to live 
here and hereafter. Destroy superstition by obtaining knowl
edge.

We hope to have Mrs. Spence continue her instructive dis
courses. Her great theme which she so capably elucidates, 
that of “ spirit obsession,” is as yet untouched. The wxirld 
has settled down into a “mutual admiration society,” and 
needs the earthquake of her enunciations, and of other worthy 
mediums, to wake it from its lethargy . Storms clear the air 
let the storm come quickly, and give us a purer atmospher !

Prof. Hume, of this city, will occupy the platform of this 
Society next Sunday evening. His subject, “ Scientific versus 
Revealed Religion.” Knowing his excellent powers of logic 
the subject will doubtless be well presented. V er ita s . e
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( J a fo a l i s m .

eat F ir e  of which our soul is a small portion, but as God is 
Lovt. His Love is voluntary and is expressed in His Will or 
Volition, as He ultimately draws all to Him. Even Material 
ists have to admit that man gravitates towards perfection, or 
the absolutefood, so Evolution is not a bad name after all for 
the Deitic principles in Man. Cabalists, however, having 
dived deeper into the decomposition and recomposition of 
the principle called Evolution in Man, so many thousands of 
years ago, they must be allowed the use of terms which can 
be made to convey a more comprehensive meaning to the 
outer world than our modern scientific savans are capable of

B Y  L E X  E T  L U X .

P m w I l M  o n  th e  T r a n s m u t a t io n  o f  M e ta ls  1 1657 , A  D.> F r o m  
•  C «U « < U od  o f  P a m p h le t s  In th e  B r i t i s h  M u se u m .

r«E Ch ief  Instrument which ought most diligently to be 
sougnt after is the F ir e  which being living of its own 

proper Nature is not vivified by any other Fire. From hence, 
also, it comes to pass that it hath power and virtue to vivify 
whatsoever else lies hidden in other things.

Even so is the Fire of the Philosopher's secret furnace to 
be accounted in the Spagyrick Art, which heateth the furnace ! communicating,
and sphere of the vessel, and the Fire of the matter, even as Love ^eifieally expressed, is therefore D ivin e W ilt. But 
the sun is seen to operate in the universal world without M“  is crea,td an independent agent, has also given to him 
which nothing can be generated therein. as » separate spiritual being and Lord of Creation, a separate

In like manner, nothing can be effected or brought to pass ,nd d'»*inct Will, as I elsewhere have expressed, through 
in this Art without this simple Fire j it being the chief part which he can elect to * *  e.ithlr God or Devil in ,his world as 
and operation of the whole Art, comprehending all the other j be chooses. So Will mu be his mover in all things, As 
parts therereof in itself, and is comprehended if nothing for God moves thinS5 bX His Love* (Fire) s0 man’s WiU mU5t 
it consisted of itself, not wanting any of the other ; but all b*  kls centre Fire to move his universe of mind whether cir- 
other operations whatsoever, that are made, stand in need of cularlF or ‘“ gentially, that is, deifically or sensually. As such 
this simple Fire, from which they receive Life, together with in ,he Cabali* ,ic Art he must use it in a straight line without
the matter itself.

Paracelsus, speaking elsewhere of the simple Fire, saith 
thee:

This is the opinion of the most excellent philosophers. 
The Fire and Aso are sufficient, for the Fire alone is the 
whole Work and the complete Art.

Almadis saith:
The invisible Sunbeams are sufficient for our Fire.
He produceth another example.
That the Celestial Heat by his reflection and continual mo

tion, doth chiefly make the perfection and coagulation of 
Mercury.

And again he saith :
Make a vaporous, continual, digesting, separating! Fire, but 

not a flying or boiling up, but altering and penetrating; Now 
I have tola, and that truly, the whole way of stirring up the 
Heat of this Fire; if thou art a true Philosopher thou will 
understand ; this is i t ”

Salamangcr saith ;
“  Our Fireis a corrosive Fire which burneth an airy cloud 

over our vessel, in which cloud the beams of this Fire are

wavering to the right or left, for the highest possible good he 
is capable of and that is to effect the ultimate junction with 
his own soul.

The various operations concerned in this great work, are all 
governed by this central Fire, the human Will. Nothing can 
be done without it  It bends the eye of the spirit inwardly, 
upon self U ioSelf exam ination or spiritual perception and rec
ognition of one’s errors of omission and commission,—at 

| least in a degree. The most perfect recognition comes at a 
more interesting and important part of our progress towards 
Transmutation ; but this is the nestural recognition as that is 
the artificial; seeing that it is a laboring or manipulating of 
our Will towards the All Good, thence the terms Art and Art
ist in contra-distrinction to God or Nature, unknown or unrec
ognized in us. Now as Will comprehends and must draw all 
things unto itself, consequently it is comprehended of nothing 
seeing it is L o rd  and sole,mover of all things on earth as well 
as in heaven—that is, to do either good or evil; hence the 
“ C elestial H eat by his Reflective and Continual M otion." 
(the Will), bent upon the good, in continually reflecting or me-

hid. This due chaos and humidity of the Cloud being wanting, J  dating, keeps moving towards perfection and thus to coagu 
there is error committed.” late the heavenly Messenger, the soul within us. The “  Sep

arating F ire ”  means the same thing; willing away the sen-All these things do sufficiently demonstrate unto us the Fire 
of the wise men. Where there is not so great a mixture of the 
Elements, there is generated Sol, where they are a little more

sual, and tacking to the heavenly or divine element of Fire,(the 
soul), and this must not be done rashly or violently, but stead-

mixed and impure, L un a, and where they are more imperfect, dy> soberly and perseveringly; keeping the thoughts lin early.
Venus, and so of the rest, according to the mutation of the 
Mixture ; the Mine of every Metal is unlike one another.

Hermes Treamigistus asserteth that—
“  Thus Spagyrick work which is  the utm ost point o f the hand 

o f knm an Philosophy taketh the exordium  an d f r i t  begin
ning from  the me dative contem plation o f the greater w orld."

Intimating that the Spagyrick A thanor ought to be built 
from the imitation of the Foundation of Heaven and Earth.

The Terrene, or earthly Sun, is kindled and bred by the 
Fire of the superior; even as is kindled the centre of oar 
World or Athanor, which is Fire, bearing a similitude and 
resemblance with the natural Sun. Who sceth not the form 
and frame of the universal created World to bear the simili
tude and likeness of a Furnace; or that 1 may speak more rev. 
erently, containing the Matrix of a Womb, that is to say, the 
Elements wherein the Seeds of the Sun and Moon by their 
various astral influences are corrupted, concocted, and di
gested for the generation of all things.

Briefly, therefore, the matter of the Philosophers’ stone is 
nothing else but a fiery and perfect M ercury extracted by Na
ture and A rt: that is, artificially prepared, and is the true 
Herm ophrodite Adam  an d  Microcosm.

Whosoever hath attained to the knowledge hereof, have 
adumbrated and shadowed the same, with various enigmatical 
Figures and deceitful similitudes and comparisons and Feigned 
Words, that the Matter thereof might remain occult to Pos
terity ; so that little or no knowledge thereof^aight be found

To comprehend the true Fire and so render the meaning 
clear to would-be Cabalists, know that the Deity is the high*

During the progress of the work, the discerning mind will 
not be slow to observe the various promptings that will strike 
his mind. Sensual and scientific, whimsical and self-inter 
ested, all these must be taken quantum  valeat. Cabal 
istically—every thought that does not bear the Absolute on 
the face of it as clear as one and one make two, must be dis
carded once and forever from the mind, as you would drive 
away a scorpion, brush dirt from your dress. By adhering to 
this simple rule, the world would be saved its troubles and 
annoyances, from their associations in this world as well as 
the next

U is called a “ corrosive F ire ,”  in allusion to its burning up 
or destroying the sen sual w orld  in man, which is the end of 
all things, and ushering in the “ New Jerusalem" mentioned 
in scripture—the human S o u l .

The gradations of Sol, Luna and Venus are to be under
stood as (i) the highest or direct Sou l development; (2) the 
converse with higher intellectual spirits ; and (3) those of a 
sensuous sphere, other grades of spirits being still lower, but 
all of whioli are at our bidding if we are so disposed and re
quire them. He who goes in for and gets his own soul gu id
ance never puts any extravagant value on anything got 
through these secondary sources, although much good is 
often done by the% 1 leans; but it is mostly of a particular 
kind and seldom uftiiersal.

The “ M atrix  o f the Womb" means the human mind or 
instrument of conceiving and receiving ideas, wherein the 
w it! of the moon or man, and ultimately the sun or soul 
become blended in one for the “generation of all things” 
new.

I trust that this will help some on the way to the transmu
tation and aid others in decyphering Paracelsus and other 
abstruce writers.
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Translated and prepared with the note* and explanation*, for the Spiritual
Scientist, b y  “ b u d d h a . "

T H »

O C C U LT  P H IL O S O P H Y .
o r

H E N R Y  C O R N E L IU S AC.RIPPA,
O F NETTR SH KtM .

correspond with its superior, and through it to the next high 
er, and so on to the supreme; and so from heaven receive that 
celestial power called the quintessence, or spirit of the world 
or the middle nature, by which we receive from the intellec
tual world a spiritual and vitalizing energy far transcending 
all other virtues, and thus at last, receive from the ideal or 

. . 1  N S E L L O R  TO  C H A R L E S  F I F T H , (F .M PFR O R  o f  C.F.RM a n y ! original world through the mediation of intervening worlds, 
a n d  j u d g e  o f  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e  c o u r t s . and according to the degree of mediation, the primary power

tm  mi em ittin g  thu celebrated work of Henry ComeUu* Atripp* to the reader* of supreme perfection. Hence everything in the inferior* mav
Z  very fitly be traced to the Mars, from the star, to their Intel- 

ouibie valuation, as Atrip,* di.tincily wtm  m hi. own addrtM. Mmc licences, and from them to the First Cause itself: through this
Mediation and order the whole power of nr.agic and occult 

Tfit“ rio« hooa*7,“  [ philosophy flows. By Art, natural powers are daily discovered,
of truth and \wofcr«**, j and Nature is continually drawing upon the divine, which be

like Spiritualism carries with it an overwhelming amount of drift wood, and happy 
'nnk the clear water* of eternal life

w

is he who can pene'rate the rubbish and drink ___
which flow beneath. T he reader will be wise if he will follow the advice of i 
Agrippa and the example of the bees at the same time, in gathering honey from all
sorts of flowers. In good faith the friend of all lovers of truth and progress, | and Nature is Continually drawing Upon 1

ch ap, xxxvi. ! lUUHA' j ing observed by the Egyptians they called Nature a Magician,
H«W by the Colo.. «( Diver. Thio«., Mora Noble Form. possessing the very essence of magic in herself, whereby like 

vital Sensation are introduced. attracts like, and suitable things, things that are suitable.
\ J E must further know that the nobler the form is so much So the earth agrees with cokl water, the water with moist 

more is it disposed and capacitated to receive and pow- air, the air with fire, the fire with celestial water. Neither is 
erful to act. When by proper admixture of things, pre- fire mixed with water, but by air, nor the air with earth but 
pared in a fitting season, their manifested virtues are truly i by water. So neither is the soul united to the body, but by 
wonderful, for life is produced, being procured for them from the spirit, nor the understanding to the spirit but by the soul, 
the stars, with a sensible soul and a noble form. Thus we see that when an infant body has been formed by

For there exists this great power in prepared matter, that Nature, it becomes truly a preparative by which the spirit is 
it will receive life, when a perfect combination of qualities brought from the universe. This spirit is the instrument by 
assimilate opposing qualities ; and the more perfect the re- which understanding is obtained from God, by which the 
ceived life is the better are these opposing qualities assimi- mind of the soul is embodied; as dryness prepares wood to 
lated. From the beginning of everything thus generated by receive oil, the reception of which renders it fit food for fire 
the concoction and perfect digestion of matter, the heavens 1 which is the medium for light. These examples readily show 
as the prevailing cause, bestows along with life certain celes- how by natural and artificial preparations we are capacitated 
tial influences and wonderful gifts according to the capacity
of the life and the sensible soul to receive more noble and 
sublime virtues. For celestial virtues otherwise sleeps, as 
sulphur apart from fire ; but in living bodies it always is active

to receive certain celestial gifts from above. For stones and 
metals have a correspondency with herbs, herbs with animals, 
animals with the heavens, the heavens with Intelligences, 
and these with divine properties and attributes, and with God

But this by sure experiment » e  know,
That living creatures from corruption grow ;
Hide in aTiollow pit a slaughtered steer,
Bees from the putnd bowels will appear ;
Who, like their parents, haunt the fields and bring 
Their honey harvest home, and hope another spring. 
The warlike steed is multiplied, we And,
T o  wasps and hornets of the warrior kind.
Cut from a crab his crooked claws and hide 
The rest in earth, a scorpion thence will glide,
And short his sting, his tail in circles tossed 
Refers the limbs his backward father lost.
And worms, that stretch on leaves their filmy loom. 
Crawl from their bags and butterflies become.
E ’ en slime begets the frugs loquacious race ;
Short of their feet at first, in little space 
With arms and legs endued, long leaps they take 
Raised on their hinder part, they swim the lake,
And waves repel, for nature eives their kind,
With that intent, long legs behind.

and, like kindled sulphur, Alls all contiguous places by its himself, after whose image and likewise* all things are cre- 
fumes. So we read in the book of Nemish, entitled “ A book ated. Now the first image of God is* the world of the world, 
of the Laws of Pluto,”  that certain wonderful things were man; of man, beasts: of beasts, zoophytes, the connecting 
done by which monstrous generations were produced contra- link between animals and plants; of zoophytes, plants; of 
ry to the ordinary laws of Nature. plants, metals; of metals, stones. And again in things spirit

ual the plant is connected with the lower animals in vegetative 
life; the lower animals with man in sence; man with the an
gels in understanding, and, an angel with God in immortality. 
Divinity is annexed to the man, the mind to the intellect, the 
intellect to the intention, the intention to the imagination, the 
imagination to the senses, and the sences at last to objects. 
For this is the union and continuity of Nature that all superi
or virtue flows through the inferior through a long continuous 
series, till its rays have been dispersed to the very last link in 
the chain; thus inferiors through their superiors reach the 
Supreme of all; being so successfully joined to their superiors, 
that the influence which proceeds from the head, the first 
cause is felt to the very lowermost, like a string stretched out, 
whfin touched vibrates throughout its entire length, as the va
rious strings in a well-tuned lute correspond to each other 
when touched.

TO EE CONTINUED,

And there is an art whereby a form like a man may be 
generated from eggs hatched by a hen, which I have not onljt 
seen done but also know how to do i t ; this is called the true 
mandrake, which magicians say possesses wonderful virtue. 
You must therefore understand the kind and quality of matter 
thus by nature or art begun, compounded and perfected, and 
also what celestial influences they are capable of receiving. 
For a congruity of natural things is alone sufficient for the 
reception of celestial influences, for if nothing intercepts the 
stellar rays upon inferiors they suffer no matter to be desti
tute of their virtue. Wherefore all matter which is perfect 
and pure is correspondingly fit to receive celestial influences. 
For such is the confluence and continuity of matter to the 
soul of the world flowing daily upon things natural, and all 
things prepared by nature, that it is impossible for prepared 
matter to not receive life and a more noble form.

CHAP. XXXVII.
H ow  by p e c u l i a r  n a t u r a l  a n d  a r t i f i c i a l  p r e p a r a t i o n *  w e m a y  

a t t r a c t  c e l e s t i a l  a n d  v i t a l  v ir t u e * .
I J I - a t o n i s t s  agree with Hermes, Jarchus Hrachmames and 
I  the Mecubals of the Hebrews in saying that alt sublunary 
things are aubject to generation and corruption; as are also 
the things in the celestial world, but in a celestial manner, 
and alao in the intellectual, and in a far more perfect and 
higher degree and manner, In the moat complete operations 
of all the great original.

In this manner, every inferior trust according to its kind

HUDSON TU T TLE ’S WORKS.
W e  h a v e  for sale the following works by Hudson Tuttle : 
“ The Career of Religious Ideas : Their Ultimate,” the 

religion of Science. English edition, pamphlet. Price 60 cts.
“ The Career of the God-Idea in History;” finely bound. 

Ptice t t . l j .
“The Career of the Christ-Idea in History ;” finely bound. 

Price *1.15.
“ The Origin of the Steeple and the Cross;” a unique tract. 

Price to cts.
“ Stories for our Children,” by Hudson and Emma Tuttle ; 

a beautiful and interesting bwk expressly written for the 
children of liberalists and Spiritualists. Price 25 cts.

These works are too widely known to need commendation. 
They are boldly radical, fearless, and their logic is unanswer
able. We mail them free on receipt of price.

T h e  S p ir it u a l  S c ie n t is t  wants a good active agent in 
every county in the United States. Persons wanting such an 
agency will please address this office. Such inducements 
will be held out to those who have the time and inclination to 
attend to it, as will make it an object for them to investigate
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T o  b e  a  S p i r i t u a l i s t  is  t o  h o ld  c o n sc io u s  i n t e r 

c o u r s e  w i t h  THE W O R L D  O E  S P I R I T S  A N D  T O  L I V E  A 

s p i r i t u a l  l i f e . S u ch  w as J e s u s  C h r is t .— Peebles.

T H E  Q U E ST IO N  OE T H E  HO UR.
Is it not about time that Spiritualists as a class should 

be-willing to openly acknowledge the absurdities or in
consistencies that are now comprehended in the word 
Spiritualism? Many clamor loudly for free speech and 
a free platform where everyone shall have an opportunity 
to express an opinion; but these same individuals openly 
denounce any and all who attempt to discuss medium- 
ship, and the phenomena of Spiritualism. The beauties 
of the philosophy are enlarged upon and wholesale at
tacks are made on the rottenness of old theology; but 
the defects of Spiritualism— glaring defects which any 
sensible person can easily detect, are kept out of sight,—  
covered up,—forbidden subjects by tacit consent. In 
short, we make claims for Spiritualism which the Spirit
ualism of the present does not satisfy. In times past 
we have openly alluded to these defects, not for the 
sole purpose of finding fault, but to endeavor to awaken 
true Spiritualists to their duty, for Spiritualism to these 
has been a blessing; to others a curse.

Some have found in it a knowledge of a life after 
death, and from this discovered the only truths that are 
of any value, either in this world or the next— those 
truths that make one more spiritual, and awaken the la
tent divine virtues. These persons are able to appreciate 
the nature and import of the phenomena that is presented 
to their senses. They seek to know the truth, and to 
obey its mandates. These not only believe, but know ; 
and knowing, do ; and doing, find happiness,— the ulti
mate end and aim of life, either in this world or the 
next T o these persons, Spiritualism has been a b less
ing. Others, naturally weak, have become monomaniacs. 
The result would have been the same if they had en
countered the influence of the church. In reality, they 
are the victims of earthly, sensual spirits. They are 
harmless and have their liberty, which they improve by 
going about, uttering the most absurd ideas, rendered the 
more nonsensical by being accredited to some noted per
sonage who has passed into the spiritual state of existence. 
These individuals are obsessed, as are also many others 
who manifest it in a  less degree in their sensual conduit 
and language. To them Spiritualism has been a curse ; 
but, by the help of others it may yet be a blessing.

Spiritualism deals with the laws of influences, and yet 
Spiritualists pay the least attention to them. It is possible 
for a few minds on the earth plane to warp and divert 
the spiritual movement : and this has been done in the

past. These minds have said “  Let the spirit world di
rect the movement,”  and the result is, no organization, 
no system, no formulas—not even a declaration of prin
ciples. It has adopted no standard, attempted no system 
atic work of leading its adherents in paths where they 
might gain wisdom, but left each one to his fate. This 
course has generated a seiies of movements, branching in 
all directions, iconoclastic in their nature, attempting to 
comprehend all subjects, led by a few fanatics who are 
ever ready to tear down, but unable to build up.

The spirit world cannot work on the earth plane with
out the proper instruments. An individual cannot be 
the medium for high and pure spirits, unless he is him 
self pure ; and one who is the reverse, is the channel for 
a simi';ir class of influences. This is an important truth 
which should receive careful attention from those who 
say “  Let the spirit world direct the movement.”  The 
one truth that has carried, and is carrying Spiritualism  
at the present time is the simple fact of a future exist
ence demonstrated. Beyond this— nothing; and there
fore we say that to some, Spiritualism has been a curse, 
for they have been neither morally or spiritually im
proved. Unless Spiritualism induces and forces one to 
lead a truer, better and more spiritual life, it is of no rea 1 
value either to the individual or the community.

It remains, then, for true Spiritualists to labor earn
estly that Spiritualism may do the work that it is des
tined to accomplish. Those to whom Spiritualism has 
been a blessing should obey the promptings that lead 
them to make great sacrifices for its support. What the 
sacrifice shall be, how much of their worldly wealth, or 
physical strength, each one must determine with his own 
conscience. But every step taken by Spiritualists, either 
as individuals or as a class, whether in societies or con
ventions, it should have the one purpose of “  doing 
good" constantly in view. Theoretically, Spiritualism is 

| all that is beautiful; but good works as the results of 
j  these theories are more servicable. The fallen ones

must be lifted up, the weak strengthened and encour
aged. Any thoughtful, unprejudiced Spiritualist can see 
wherein these remarks are applicable to the spiritual 
movement.

The American Spiritual Magazine, like the Spiritual 
Scientist, favors organization, and, as will be seen by 
our last issue, calls for a convention in Philadelphia 
for July 5th. The time and place perhaps, is good 
as any that could be chosen. It probably will not 
be a large convention, but if attended by true Spiritual
ists, and properly managed by them, it can render great 
service to the cause.

MRS. HARDY’S PA R A FFIN E MOLDS.
To 4he E d ito r o f the S p iritu a l S cien tist:

D e a r  S ir :—Out of a personal regard to you, believing 
that you are after the truth, let it lead where it will, I am 
moved, in a iort of twilight sense, to give you a foretaste of 
what the “Truth” is. Some, I dare say, will say I ought to 
let you “put your foot in it” for your manifest prejudice; but 
1 do not see it in that light; you are on'y on a wrong scent. 
Sometimes the bow drawn at a venture has been serviceable ; 
so 1 believe in drawing bows, but believing you are to be use
ful in your day and generation, I don’t wish to see you waste 
your arrows.

The closing words of your last editorial are as true as any 
I ever read anywher: "those individuals who question the 
power of the spirit because they have been so successful in 
the past in covering up their hypocrisy and deception, will 
find that the spirit world have been at work Defecting the 
plans that will result in a glorious victory for Truth”—but it 
will be on the side of Mrs. Hardy. I don’t refer to what is 
expected to be done, but what has already been done.

In due time the facts will be stated ; in the meantime, as I 
said in a twilight sense, let me say that at two different times 
within a week, in the presence of persons who will not be 
questioned, there have been, in the strictest sense of the word, 
crueiai tests of spirit molds of adult hands. In the wired and
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secured and perfected box or enclosure, locked, bolted, sealed, 
examined, watched,—with no more possibility of being tam
pered with, had there been any disposition to, than to have 
cut off our finger and we not know it—and perfect whole and 
full-sized molds have been produced, which were not in the 
enclosure, except as melted paraffine in the pail, from which 
these molds were made, ana inside of the enclosure with 
which there was bo possible connection by any human being. 
When ready, a detailed statement will appear; let this, then, 
be an indication of the direction and character of the “ Truth” 
which you refer to in the truthful words I have quoted from 
your editorial. J. W.

Boston, May 4, 1870.
Our correspondent adopts a very pleasant and unobjection

able style in criticizing our course in this Hardy question ; in 
fact it is so nicely veiled that we question the propriety of 
replying to this allusion to our “manifest prejudice,” espe
cially when we consider his kindness in giving us a foretaste 
of what the “ truth” is, and in expressing so decidedly a com
plimentary opinion of our ability, as to believe that we “are to 
be useful in our day and generation.” “ I ought to have let 
you ‘put your foot in it,’ ” he says. It is obvious that the 
purport of the communication is a defence of Mrs. Hardy, 
and a testimonial in her tavor. He declares that “spirit 
molds have been obtained under the most “ crucial tests,” but 
does not say that they c o u l d  n o t  be obtained when I)r. Gard
ner and Lizzie Doten were present. It is a fact, however, 
that from the time Dr. Gardner has commenced to adopt the 
essential precautions of a “ crucial test,” from that moment he 
becaftve “inharmonious.” A number of seances were held, 
with n o  S A T IS F A C T O R Y  r e s u l t s ,  and finally both he and 
Lizzie Doten were dropped as “ inharmonious elements,” in 
whose presence the spirits couldn't work. In his absence, 
these molds referred to by our correspondent were obtained. 
Luther Colby, John Wetherbee, and Epes Sargent, persons 
who may not be questioned by some, might certify that they 
obtained a paraffine mold under “crucial” test conditions; Dr. 
Gardner and Lizzie Doten might add their names also, 
although we doubt it. Yes, even this testimony would not 
negative that which is so clearly stated and so strongly sup
ported by the affidavits of the “ New York Seven.”

The closing sentence in our editorial, quoted by our corre
spondent, is not especially applicable to the Hardy case, but 
is general in its nature; the sentence which precedes it says, 
“ Spiritualism will purge itself of the many gross frauds that 
are now perpetrated in its name.” The word “individuals” is 
plural, and comprehends other than Mrs. Hardy. His inter
pretation of our meaning is clearly not warranted by the plain 
words that we employed to express it. What these “gross 
frauds” are, we have already pointed out in the past. Suffice 
it now to say that they are not confined to mediums or lectur
ers, or the imitators of the phenomena of Spiritualism.

From the San Francisco Chronicle.

PHENOM ENA IN CALIFORNIA.
A H O U SE  IN  S A N  JO S E  B O M B A R D E *  W ITH  C O B B I.E  ST O N E S.

IT  has come to b e  the case that, however plausible a ghost 
story may appear, somebody is always found smart enough 

to explain it away to the satisfaction of the public. How
ever, San Jose has lately been, and still is, the scene of a 
piece of deviltry, either human or supernatural, which outvies 
all the hobgobblin stories of the present day, and thus far has 
defied every effort to fathom Us source. It is no Katy King 
affair, lor the afflicted family would rather have public atten
tion diverted from rather than attracted to the matter, and 
a handsome award awaits the man who It shrewd enough to 
ferret out the mystery and put a stop to it.

T H E  H O O D LU M ’S  W O R E .

The residence of Patrick W. Reardon, a prominent archi
tect of San Jose, and a man totally opposed to all such de
velopments as modern Spiritualism, has been stoned almost 
to the ground, every window in the house broken, and a large 
amount of damage done to crockeiy and furniture. About 
three weeks ago the front windows of the house, which is 
situated at the corner of Sixth and Santa Clara streets, were 
all smashed in by stones thrown from the street, and the par
lor and halls covered with the missils, some of them weighing 
over a pound. When Mr. Reardon came home be at once 
concluded that some of the hoodlum boys of the neighbor
hood had combined to demolish his residence. He at oace

notified the police and took measures to defeat the gu>". 
parties. Officers were put on the watch, but while they were 
stationed in front of the house, in plain sight of the front
door, and

IN B R O A D  D A Y L IG H T ,

the shower of stones commenced, filling the hall full and en
dangering the lives o’ the occupants, as some of the rocks 
were as large as a man's head. If the front door was shut, 
the stones would be immediately fired at the side window;.

1 This was kept up for over a week, sometimes in the daytime 
and sometimes at night, until finally it became unbearable 
the family were almost sick with worrying, and Mr. Reardon 

j concluded to move out of his own bouse into a rented house 
; in a more thickly settled portion of the city, near the corner 
of Fourth and St John streets. He had scarcely got moved,

1 however, before
T H E  T R O U B L E  C O M M EN C ED  A G A IN , 

with increased vehemence, breaking all the windows and 
knocking the plastering off the walls. Mr. Reardon and his 
wife now began to conclude that it was no human agency that 
was causing the trouble, and in order to set that doubt at 

I rest three officers were employed to stand guard in front of 
I the house, in a large open yard commanding a full view o f  

1 the street and the front and sides of the bouse. So far they 
! had managed to keep the affair partly hushed, but by this 
: time it had got noised around, and on Friday evening a num
ber of prominent men—among them L. J. Hanchett, Mr. 

j Reardon, W. W. Pratt, Eugene Knickerbocker, J. J. Owen, 
and a Chronicle representative—visited the house. While 

; standing in the parlor and in the hallway, with the officers on 
watch outside, the

ST O N E S  C O M M E N C E D  TO  F L Y ,

Coming in through the hall, and striking the ceiling and back 
hall-door. The stones could not have been thrown from a 
distance, as they were simply to>sed up through the front 
door, striking the ceiling, and falling to the floor. At other 
times they came in with such force as to go right through 
window and window-blinds. While these gentlemen were 
watching in every direction for the unseen hand that propelled 
the missiles, more than half a bushel of rocks were thrown 
and while a large stone could distinctly be seen to rise from 
the yard and strike the ceiling, no one could be seen in any 
direction. Every one who witnessed the mysterious proceed
ings was completely dumbfounded, and went away with a feel
ing of fear lest some desperate hoodlum might attempt to 
wreak vengeance on their own heads. Some of the rocks 
were picked up and carried away, and were afterwards found 
to be of that character of stones abounding near Alum Rock 
Springs, and none similar can be found in the streets of San 

I Jose.
V A S Q U E I A T  T H E  BO TTO M  O F IT .

! On Saturday morning hundreds of people visited the scene 
of these strange proceedings. The crowd became so large 
that Mr. Reardon was compelled to exclude the curiosity 
seekers by closing the doors of his house, and also all means 

| of egress to the ya-d. The manifestations did not appear on 
| the day mentioned, and Mr. Reardon was exceedingly pleased 
j thereat. About 11 o’clock in the forenoon, W. F. Peck, who 
1 professes to be a materialiiing medium, called at the premises, 
and in the presence af a few prominent gentlemen went into 
a trance. He was controlled, he said, by the spirit of Coiooel 

j John Sedgwick. The departed Colonel informed Mr. Peck 
that the spirit of Tiburcio Vasques, the noted bandit who was 
recently hung in the jail-yard at San Jose, and who had prom 
ised to “revisit the glimpses of the moon” and demonstrate 
his presence on earth, was the principal actor in this mystery 
The medium stated that Vasques was assisted by other malign 
influences, and that the whole crowd of devils were operating 
through the mediumship of a young lady stopping in the 
house That Vasques did not desire to injure the occupants 
of the house, but was merely bombarding the castle through 
mischievousness, and to show that he meant to fullil his prom
ised engagement to come upon earth and make things lively. 
While there may not be anything particularly remarkable 
about this solution of the manifestations, it is not verv credit
able to the memory of M r. Sedgwick, considering his sup
posed abode, that he should be enlisted as a medium of com 
munication between Vasques sod this muadand sphere
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A N C IE N T  T H E O SO P H Y ;
O R  S P I R I T I S M  I N  T H E  P A S T .

B Y  C H A R L E S  S O T H E R A N .

T h e  Greeks, by far the most intelligent of all the ancients, 
had very decided notions of Theurgy, and their country 

was a living Theosophy, through their belief of all nature 
being moved by spirit influence. It was this spiritality which 
formed their artists, sculptors and poets, and from which they 
have ever held a deserved pre-eminence in the minds of the 
civilised world. Our authors to this day only endeavor to 
excel the Greeks in composition and our sculptors fail lament
ably in their conception of the Greek ideal.

We have fortunately had preserved the life of Pythagoras, 
whose name, derived from the Sanskrit, tells a history, and 
in which we can discover fresh civilization plainly discerna- 
ble to the Egyptian influence and teachings which that cele
brated philosopher had learnt from twenty-two years study of 
the sciences and spiritism in Egypt and which Orpheus and 
Thales are traditionally also stated to have acquired. In later 
times it was considered indispensible for the Greek savant 
to travel to the fountain heads of civilization. This Homer, 
Euripides, Solon and others gained their erudition in Egypt 
or India.

Zeus, the stoic, tells us the esoteric belief of the Greeks 
was in a Supreme considered as the soul of the world, with 
which God formed a living spherical spirit, and a portion of 
which in man constitutes the soul, thus having a dual charac 
ter of animal and divine. The pages of Greek philosophy 
and Neo-Platonism teem with the most inspiring thoughts of 
the Immortal Spirit. Xenophon says :—

“Nothing resembles death more than sleep; but in sleep 
the human spirit especially reveals her divine nature; she 
then looks into futurity, being freed from the bonds of the 
body."

And Aretaens remarks :—
“ Until the spirit is set free, it works within the body ob

scured by vapors and day."
Pythagoras, according to his biographer, Iamblichus, 

taught the doctrine of Metempsychosis and the final absorp
tion of the soul into the Supreme ; the founder of the Pytha
gorean school, in his theosophica! teachings, points out the 
hurtful effects of sorcery, the black art, and the beneficial 
of magic, the white. From his adept knowledge he commu
nicated to his Initiated disciples the secrets learnt in the East 
of the exorcism of the evil and invocation of good spirits; 
these Plato describes as the connecting link between human
ity and the Supreme, which according to all the old traditions 
man had lost

Homer makes all his magicians Egyptians ; and he fre
quently records the fact that personal communion with spirits 
was common in his day. Socrates, whose teachings on the 
immortality of spirit life are found in Plato's Phzdo, was at
tended by a spirit guardian, or Demon, who always watched 
over and aided him from contact with danger by his counsel
ling voice. He describes it as a voice unheard by others and 
gives examples of its powers. For instance, it told him of 
an assassination about to be perpetrated; he says that 
prompted by the Dtemon, he warned one of the confederates 
by saying to him, “Go not” ; but the man, not profiting by the 
advice, committed the act, for which he was afterwards con
demned to execution, when the murderer said, “This would 
never have happened to me if I had yielded to the intimation 
of Socrates.” Previous to the failure of the Athenian expe
dition under the command of Nlcias to Sicily, the philosopher 
medium predicted Its miscarriage.

By theurgical power the Pythonesses, or Sybils, were stated 
to be able to foretel defeat or victory to the Greek arms, and, 
through the same, Abaris the Scythian, and also Melampus 
and Empedocles cured diseases by the use of certain words 
of import pronounced over the afflicted.

When Alexander the Great asked Calanus before being 
burnt to death if he required anything, by his power he 
answered, “ Nothing; the day after tomorrow I shall see you.” 
which was subsequently verified.

Scheiling, after careful Investigation into reliable ancient 
writers, acknowledges that in the Samothracian and Dionisian 
mysteries the Greek initiates “became, through the consecra

tion, a link of the magnetic chain, received into the indestruc
tible communication, and, as ancient history states, associated 
with the highest spirits." •

From the land where Olympian Jove was worshipped, it is 
stated in ancient chronicles the sons of Danaus, King of 
Greece, settled in Albion, the mother country of this grand 
Republic, where, in olden days, before it was bound over to 
the Roman yoke, had in Celtic times, as well as in sweet 
Erin, mysteries in which Spiritistic wisdom was taught by the 
Druids, of equal antiquity with the Persian Magi and derived 
from the Chaldean and the Brahmin Gymnosophists.

They inculcated the worship of one most high in the phrase 
“God cannot be matter ; what is not matter must be God," 
and also the doctrine of Spirital Metempsychosis ; the Druids 
were polished and learned men, and from the Phoenicians 
learnt the rite of the Cabir, and their stone temples in Stone
henge and the Hebrides are to this day the “ Pons A sinorkm " 
of archaeologists.

The Greek colony, traditionally founded in Italy by -Eneas, 
which afterwards swelled into the majestic proportions of the 
Roman Empire, carried with it the beliefs which had animat 
ed their forefathers. In the Mysteries were taught those 
pure truths which enabled the Romans to found systems so 
sublime and erudite that to-day our civilization is but a stere
otyped copy of that emanating from the seven hills or the 
banks of the Tiber.

The apprehension of divination by the aid of the spiritual 
essence is well worked out by Roman sages, and explains the 
theory of the means by which the gifted and all-powerful 
augurs were able to fore tell events. The immortal Cicero 
tells us that—

“Accord ing to Posidonius man dreams in a three-fold man
ner by divine impulse. Firstly, the spirit sees the future 
through its relationship to the Supreme ; secondly, the air is 
full of immortal spirits, in whom, as it were, the signs of 
truth are impressed; thirdly, the higher spirits themselves 
converse with the sleeper ; but this is of more frequent oc
currence w hen death approaches, so that the spirit beholds 
the future.”

Lamprias observes on this topic :—
“ If the unembodied souls are, according to Hesiod's opin

ion, demons, holy inhabitants of the earth and guardians of 
mortal men, why should we seek to deprive these souls, 
which are still in the body, of that power by which the for
mer know future events, and are able to announce them ? It 
is not probable that the spirit gains a new power of prophecy 
after separation from the body, and which before it did not 
possess.”

The pages of other Latin authors are filled with spiritistic 
lore, and in numerous instances historical incidents are truth
fully portrayed and in others fictitious. We can discern the 
truth looming through the shadows, that the writers simply 
presented us with their every-day experience dressed up in 
disguise.

Dido is made by Virgil to be able to call up the spirits of 
the dead, and the same poet gives a life-like picture in the 
eighth eclogue of a Roman Sorceress and her powers over 
the departed.

Horace and Ovid present equally interesting accounts of 
the ceremonies observed in ancient spiritism.

Lucan drtails particulars of Erichto, a medium of the 
period, w!)o by desire of Sextus, son of Pompey, invokes a 
spirit from the shades in the following language:—

“ I ask not of you a spirit already a tenant of the Tartarean 
abodes, and long familiarized to the shades below, but one 
who has recently quitted the light of day, and who yet hovers 
over the mouth of the Hades ; let him hear these incantations 
and immediately after descend to his destined place! Let 
him articulate suitable omens to the son of his general, hav
ing so late been himself a soldier of the great Pompey.”

The spirit of the dead man appears as commanded, and 
after obeying her behests, t-embling at the sight of his inani
mate corpse, is desirous to tgain enter therein.

By far the most eminent of ill the Theosophists, and who 
stand out in bold relief from his time, is the immortal Appol- 
onious of Tyana. On account of his being co-eval with 
Christ, and so resembling the Hebrew reformers in many 
particulars, he is known in history as the Pagan Christ. 
Arrayed like his master Pythagoras and the Egyptian priests 
in the purest white raiment, as being more conducive to clean
liness and the production of truthful visions, he taught a
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philosophy founded on the sublime neo-platonic and Pythago 
rean principles, and embodying the vast spiritistic know ledge 
acquired by years of study among the brahmins of India and 
Gymnosophists of Egypt, through which he was “enabled to 
put spirits of impurity to flight, to foretell future events, to 
discern the secret thoughts of others, to be visible or invisible 
at will," and evoke the spirits of the dead.

Philostratus, who compiled the account of his extraordina
ry career by command of the Emperor Septimus, Severus 
tells us, on good authority, of the prophecy of a pestilence at 
Ephesus foretold by Apollonius, and of the death of the 
Emperor Domitian at the moment it occurred. He also nar
rates the following in his fourth book :—

“ A young woman of beautiful person was laid out upon a 
bier, and was in the act of being conveyed to the tomb. She 
was followed by a multitude of friends, weeping and lamen
ting, and among others, by a young man to whom she had 
been on the point to be married. Apollonius met the 
procession and commanded those who bore it to set down the 
bier. He exhorted the proposed bridegroom to dry up his 
tears. He enquired the name of the deceased, and saluting 
her accordingly, took hold of her hand, and murmured over 
her certain mysterious words. At this act the maiden rqised 
himself on her seat, and presently returned home, whole and 
sound, to the house of her father.”

Among the numerous examples given of the wondrous 
power of Apollonius is the statement of rendering himself 
invisible before the whole Roman court and the Emperor 
Domitian on the occasion of his having been cited before the 
Emperor, and when he described the proper discrimination 
which should be made between the varying schools of Theos
ophy. Of his death, no particulars were ever found, but 
after his disappearance cities were raised in his honor; and 
they were not unmerited, for of all the adepts he stands pre
eminently one of the purest and best.

Truly, the remarks of Godwin on the old leading spiritists 
apply to Apollonius, for verily he was one of those who 
exercised their wisdom—

“in its genuine and unadulterated form, at all times applied 
it to purposes of goodness and benevolence, and that their 
interference was uniformly the signal of some unequivocal 
benefit either to mankind in general or to those individuals of 
mankind who are best entitled to their aid. It was theirs to 
succor virtu* in distress, and to interpose the divine assist
ance in cases that most loudly and unquestionably call for it.’’

TO S B  C O M TIKO BO .

“ S t a r t l i n g  F a c t s  i n  M o d e r n  S p i r i t u a l i s m , "  is the 
title of a book of 543 pages, handsomely bound, and contain- 
ng an account of startling and significant phenomena which 

have occurred in the presence of the author, N. B. Wolfe, 
M. D. of Cincinnati. He deals with facts and arranges 
these facts for the critical inspection of the minds eye. The 
author expresses freely his personal opinions, shows where 
fraud may be perpetrated, advances and discusses theories 
and in general it may be said that the subject is handled in s *  
masterly a manner that the book will always remainjgs it is at 
present,—A S t a n d a r d  W o r k  on Modern Spiritualism. For 
sale at the office, 18 Exchange St., Boston, Mass. Price )2.oo.

M r s . M. C. S m i t h , the medium who is so strongly en
dorsed by our correspondent, B. E. H., of Cincinnati, is now 
in Santa Barbara, Cal. The accounts that come from that 
section fully sustain him in his opinion. She is always ready 
to submit to any conditions that shall satisfy the audience 
that trickery is impossible, and refuses to sit unless this pre
caution is adopted. Direct voices speak and carry on con
versations in French, German and Spanish as well as in the 
English language, giving tests of identity *r  answering ques
tions relating to the spiritual philosophy.

F riends in the various parts of the country will oblige the 
editor by forwarding to him newspapers issued in their respec
tive localities that may happen to contain any matter likely to 
prove interesting to Spiritualists, or in which statements may 
have appeared of an incorrect character—avery common oc
currence —regarding Spiritualism. The paragraphs to which 
attention is called should be marked to save trouble.

We have for sale copies of the Spirit Photograph taken 
under test condiitons, a fac simile of which was recently re
produced in the Spiritual Scientist; a short description is 
printed on the back of the card. Sent on receipt of 3octs.

£ o i ^ E 3POJSDEf<T3.

PROFESSOR BUCHANAN’S EXPERIM EN TA L  
DEMONSTRATIONS.

To the E d ito r o f The S p iritu a l Scientist:
D e a r  S ir:—In the Scientist for April 6th, you re.nxrk in 

reference to Prof. J. R. Buchanan that, “ As far back as 
1840 he demonstrated ihe faults of the Galiian system of Phre
nology, rearranged and reclassified the organs in a more 

! natural and philosophical grouping and furnished by excita
tions of the several portions of the brain, by means inap
preciable to the subject, irrefutable proof of the proper loca
tion of the intellectual faculties.”

Doubtless Gall’s System of Phrenology has its faults, for 
it would be remarkable in the extreme if one man should suc
ceed in the establishment of a complete and perfect science of 
so large and grand dimensions; and I, for one, should like to 
learn what are its faults as demonstrated bv Prof. Buchanan. 
And especially am I desirous of learning wnat he deems the 
proper arrangement, classification and location of the various 
organs, togemer with the nature of the proof.

It seems to me all this might be stated in few words, and 
I have no doubt numerous others of vour readers as well as 
myself would be very much interested in a brief statement in 
regard to the points named.

Respectfully Yours, F. E . A spin w a ll , M. D.
I.oudonville, Albany Co. New York.

We have no doubt Prof. Buchanan can and will favor our 
correspondent in the above matter. It would be a welcome 
contribution as it would be exceedingly interesting and in
structive. [E d S p ir it u a l  Sc ien t ist^-

TH E HARDY PH ENO M ENON— TH E LATEST  
CORRESPONDENCE.

''I'he Boston Herald of Suiday last publishes the following 
I  letters—one from Thomas K. Austin and one from Lizzie 

Doten—concerning Mrs. Hardy.
To the E d ito r o f the H erald  —I notice in your issue of 

April 30, a statement on the part of Mrs. Hardy, that the story 
of “her stockings being found with holes in them was made 
out of whole cloth.” As I am the author of that story, so far 
as its promulgation to the public is concerned, it seems proper 
for me to describe the kino of “cloth” from which it was man
ufactured. Simply, then, it was composed of four of Mrs. 
Hardy’s stockings (which I saw with my own eyes) having 
been cut as with scissors across the sole about two inches 
from the end, so as to admit of the toes either protruding or 
of retaining the stocking in its place, at the option of the 
wearer. In these four the cut had been sewed up again pre
paratory (it is presumed) for the laundry, and two other stock
ings—which I did not examine as the above—but which were 
described to me by the party who saw them also, as having 
the same sort of cut, not yet sewed up, bearing all the indica
tions of being those which Mrs. Hardy had worn at her seance 

J the previous evening. N ow I would like to ask an intelligent 
public, what possible interest can I, or any other of the “ New 
York seven” have, apart from any reputation for veracity we 
may possess, in volunteering to “lie" in any degree, “out of 
whole cloth” or otherwise, about a nutter in which every 
prompting that animated us was directly the other way. All 
confirmed Spiritualists, some of us believing “materialization 
to be an established truth, the test of us believing it to be 
among the possibilities of spirit power, and earnestly desiring 
it to be proved a truth ; all animated by that e tfn t du corps 
which is so lamentably efficacious in distorting the judgment 
in favor of its desire, and which therefore was all on Mrs. 
Hardy's side; and all animated, up to the discovery of her 
wrong doing, with the most cordial friendship for her, what 
possible perversion of logic can make any one believe that 
respectable people, thus animated, with nothing to gain save 
contumely and abuse, would voluntarily publish a lie and then 
add the crime of perjury to it? I would like to say a very 
great deal more, but fear this may have already grown beyond 
admissible limits; but do let me add this : “That 1 am author- 
ized to say that the sum of $500 is at Mrs. Hardy's disposal 
if she will accept a really “crucial” test of her power to mate 
rialize, as she claims, which test is simply to permit the em
ployment of a cover of bobbia-aet lace, constructed without 
seams, large enough to envelop the entire apparatus, including 
herself. T h o m a s  K .  A u s t i n .

No. 418 W en 571k Stroet, New York.

A  N O T E FRO M  M ISS  L IX X IE  D O T EN .

To the E ditor o f the H er o ld  —As the statement I mad* in 
the Herald of Sunday last has been considered by many to 
reflect most unfavorably upon the mediumshlp of Mrs. M. M. 
Hardy, will you allow me to say that my object in the afore 
said note was simply to express my disapproval of the state
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men! in the Banner, which should have been impartial and 
entire, or not made at all till results under perfected condi
tions had been obtained? In reference to Mrs. Hardy’s 
peculiar rift, I would say that I consider her to be a most 
remarkable medium, and that I have been a witness to mani
festations in her presence, which, to my mind, establish the 
fact of the production of paraffine moulds by spirit power be
yond all question, Yours truly,

D u n  Doten.
Bowes. •, ■ «!*-_______ ___________

MRS. DENTON'S REPLY TO BERKLEY.
To the E d ito r The S p irit not S cien tist:

D e a b  Sta :—I am satisfied that when Berkley shall have 
proven his interpretation of the phenomena recorded by Prof. 
Crookta and others, to be the correct one—or rather when 
the rpfritual hypothesis shall have been proven correct, and 
that proof shall have been given to the world in a clear and in
telligent form, every pen that now opposes it will be most 
cheerfully laid aside, and every voice that now questions its 
correctness akU be as cheerfully hushed. All that the most 
“obdurate skeptic” asks is that it be proven true.

Alluding to his former article, he says, “  Berkley hypothe
cated a living, breathing, reasoning woman." I know he did, 
and by doing sc, be hypothecated thkt for which the phenom
ena, even granting the spiritual hypothesis, gave him no war
rant: The trouble with Berkley’s presentation of the subject 
is, it confounds two elements, totally dissimilar; thereby 
coufusing the mind 'and rendering it incapable of correctly 
analyzing the evidence. I have no idea that Berkley inteuds 
this. Really, it is not so much his fault, as the fault of the 
theory he advocates.

Let us go carefully over this ground again, supposing our
selves in the presence of the “ wom an" to which he refers. 
It is a  part of the spiritual hypothesis, that the sourer of the 
intelligence manifnsted is not the visible form before us; bat 
that it exists independent of that form which it has impro
vised (because recognizable by our senses) as a visible medi
um of intercourse between it and ourselves; while icmaining 
itself invisible to us as before. On the spiritual hypothesis' 
then, since the intelligence controlling those forces by which 
that form is made to assume the appearance of a living human 
being, and to execute the devices of that intelligence, with 
no will or wisdom of its own, what is that form but an autom
aton, or a machine, like any other automaton or machine, 
save that it is a mechanism of spiritual instead of human, de
sign and workmanship? In what respect, then, does “  Mrs. 
Denton's substitute fait to meet the conditions of the case?'' 
And right here, Mr. Editor, you must permit me again to call 
attention to the vicious tendency so frequently illustrated by; 
those who adopt this theory, viz, the tendency to exaggerate, 
the tendency to describe appearances as veritable realities, 
instead of appearances, only. Now, in how far was Berkley 
justified in calling that apparent human form a living, breath
ing, reasoning woman? I leave him to answer. 1 do not ac
cuse him or any one of wilfully misrepresenting the facts. I 
do not believe he intended to misrepresent them. The mis
representation is the natural result of that high wrought en
thusiasm (only another name for fanaticism) that leads us to 
accept, with unquestioning faith in its correctness, an hypothe
sis of which we can give no proof. And since Berkley challen
ges my right to the use of the terms I have employed, I ans
wer, it is to the oft-repeated and extravagant claims, of which 
that under review is a worthy example,—it is to such reckless 
asseverations in regard to matters unproven, and, as yet in 
the course of this movement, im provable, that I appeal for 
justification of any use I have made of the tern “ fanaticism.” 
Bat I have by no means “ branded as fanatics, all holders of 
the hypothesis." Again alluding to the same phenomena 
Berkley asks, “  By what hypothesis more reasonable than the 
spiritual, can you explain such an occurrence?” I have not 
attempted to explain it  What I have claimed and do claim, 
is, that, granting the occurrence of the phenomena as re
garded, the hypothesis is still unproven; and granting the cor
rectness of the hypothesis, the occurrence Is still unexplained. 
I claim further, that, the spiritual hypothesis has thus far 
failed to meet the reasonable requirements of intelligent be
ings, in that it has failed to offer us any reasonable explana
tion of even its most simple phenomena. Take for example, 
Ike “  raps." How are they produced? Berkley will suppose

“ a spirit” I will suppose a hammer in the hand of Jove. In 
how far have either of us offered any reasonable explanation 
of the occurrence? If there is an advantage on either side, I 
have it, for my supposition at least supplies the god with an 
implement by which a rap might be produced. But what are 
the similitudes? Is the spirit intelligent, i f  he existst So i f  
he exists, is the god intelligent? Must we believe the spirit 
acquainted with forces of matter unknown to us ? Evidently 
we must believe this true of that Supreme Ruler of the uni
verse among heathen deities. Do we assume the relation of 
the deity to the phenomena? So, also, do we assume the re
lation of the spirit to the phenomena. Is the existence of the 
one unproven? So, also, is the existence of the other un
proven; and what is more, and worse for all of us, is the ex
istence of the one is as unprovable by the phenomena as is the 
existence of the other.

Berkley clai .s that it is “the hypothesis of the ages.” Is it 
any the more certainly correct on that account ? How long is 
it since a revolving firmament around a vationary earth, was 
an hypothesis of “  the ages?” What does that prove, does he 
ask? It proves this; that we can never be certain of reaching 
correct conclusions, in reasoning from any hypothesis, since 
in such case our prem ises are not known to be correct. The 
truth Is, we are too ready to assume that our speculations in 
regard to the unknown causes of exceptional phenomena, are, 
and must be correct, because in reaching those conclusions, 
we have accurately reasoned from premises accepted before 
our time, and which have been regarded by some very wise 
men as unquestionably established?

It is this method that has been to humanity, for ages, a 
blighting curse. In no department of human inquiry, how
ever, have its pernicious tendences been more fatal to human 
advancement and well-being, than in those of religion and 
science. Is it not time to nave done with i t ! Wny do we 
cling to it ? Is it because we are frightened at the thought of 
believing that Nature has no master, and that we are help
lessly at her mercy ? But why need we fear, since we are 
obliged to confess that in every analysis we still find her the 
loving Mother of all Life? Truly yours,

E l i z a b e t h  M. F. D e n t o n .
W ellctlty, Mats, May 6th, ,876,

SILK  AS A NON-CONDUCTOR.
To the E d ito r o f the S p iritu a l Scientist:

I read with deep interest the report of Dr. Eugene Crowell 
on the non-conducting power of silk. In a private letter to 
one of our eminent professors, I mentioned the fact that I 
knew cases, thirty years ago, where epileptic fits were in
stantly relieved by spreading a silk handkerchief over the face 
and head of the' epilectic. I have spoken of that since to 
several persons; Mrs. Jennie Mort Walker, of this city, has 
told me that she knew of this fact, and saw a negro boy who 
was made to carry a large silk handkerchief tied loosely 
around his neck, as a sort of sling. The moment any premo
nition of the attack was felt, he drew this over his head and 
face, and at last was able to avert it in every instance. If 
this was net used soon enough, hr would fall and struggle and 
foam at the mouth in violent convulsions; the covering of the 
head would, however, soon restore him.

Yours for truth, M r s . E. L. S a x o n .
M»jr J ,  1876.

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.
Mr . Scattergood , husband of Mrs. Scattergosd, a well- 

known-trance medium of London, England, died in this city 
on Tuesday last.

T h e  “ N e w  Y o r k  S e v e n ”  use plain language this week in 
their final communication concerning Mrs. Hardy. The 
Banner of Light ought to feel itself under obligations to reply 
to their charges concerning its present course in this case.

T he attention  of our readers is directed to the adver
tisement of Dr. J. R. Newton, on our last page. Until receiv
ing a letter from him, we were not aware of the true state of 
affairs. We endeavor to keep our advertising columns as 
clear as our editorial ^a; e.

A P rominent C itizen  of Boston, a witness in the recent 
trial in one of our courts, was asked a question, to which he 
replied. “  I don’t know, I am not a Spiritualist.”  The gen
tleman was under oath when he made that atatement, ana we 
suppose he harmonizes this declaration with his ideas of truth, 
by placing his own definition on tho word Spiritualist A 
member of that gentleman's family is a medium, has been for 
years, and he is quite familiar with the phenomena of Spirit
ualist—yet, he is not a Spiritualist. What is a Spiritualist?
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Ho w To Form A Spirit Circle.
I r is calculated that one person in every seven might 

become a medium by observing the proper conditions. 
The thousands of Spiritualists have, in most cases, 
arrived at their conclusions by agencies established by 
themselves and independently of each other and.of the 
services of professional mediums. Every spiritualist is 
indeed an “ investigator,” —it may be at an advanced 
stage; and that all may become so, the following cons 
ditions are presented as those under which the phe
nomena may at all times be evolved.

Inquirers into Spiritualism should begin by forming 
spirit circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist or 
professional medium present. Should no results be i 
obtained on the first occasion, try again with other sit* 
tera. One or more persons possessing m edal powers 
without knowing it are to be found in nearly every | 
household.

i. Let the room be of a  comfortable temperature, 
but cool rather than warm—let arrangements be made 
that nobody shall enter it, and that there shall be no 
interruption for one hour during the sitting of the cir
cle.

t Let the circle consist of from three or five to ten 
individuals, about the same number of each sex. Sit 
round an uncovered wooden table, with all the palms 
o f the hands on its top surface. Whether the hands 
touch each other or not is usually of ao importance. 
Any table will do, just large enough to conveniently 
accommodate the sitters. The removal of a  hand from 
the table for a few seconds does no harm ; but when 
one of the sitters breaks the circle by leaving the table 
it sometimes, but not always, very considerably delays 
the manifestations.

3. Before the sitting begins, place some pointed ead 
pencils and some sheets of clean writing paper on the | 
table, to write down any communication tha; may be I 
obtained.

4 People who do not like each other should not sit 
n the same circle, for such a want of harmony tends : 

to orevent manifestations, except wiih well-developed I 
physical mediums: it is not yet known why. Belief ; 
or unbelief has no influence on the manifestations, but j 
an acrid feeling against them is a weakening influence. )

A d v e r t is e m e n t s . ^ d v e r t ije m e n t s .
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5. Before the mam estations begin, it is well to en
gage in general conversation or in singing, and it is best 
that neither should be of a frivolous nature. A prayer
ful, earnest feehng among the members of the circle 
gives the higher spirits more power to come to the cir
cle, and m akfs it more difficult for the lower spirits to 
get near.

6. The first symptom of the invisible power at work 
is often a feeling like a cool wind sweeping over the 
hands. The first manifestations will probably be table
tiltings or raps.

7. W hea motions of the table or sounds am pro
duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one person only 
speak, and talk to the table as to an intelligent being. 
Let him tell the table that three tilts or raps mean 
“ Yes,”  one means “ N o,”  and two mean “ Doubtful,”  
and ask whether die aiTangement is understood. If 
three signals be given in answer, then say, “ I f  I speak 
the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal every 
time I come to the letter yon want, and spell us oat a 
message Should three signals be given, set to work 
on the plan proposed, and from this tune an intelligent 
system of communication is established.

?. Afterwards the question should be pat, “ Are w t 
sitting in the light order to get the best manifestations P* 
Probably some members of the circle will then be told 
to change seats with each other, and the signals will be 
afterwards strengthened. Next ask, “ Who is the 
medium ?*' When spirits come asserting themselves to 
be related or known to anybody present, well-chosen 
questions should be put to test the accuracy of the 
of the statements, as spirits out of the body have all the 
virtues and all the failings of spirits in the body.

9. A powerful physical medium is usually a person of 
an impulsive, affectionate, and genial nature, and very 
sensitive to mesmeric influences. The majority of 
media are ladies.

The best manifestations are obtained when the me
dium and all the members of the circle are strongly 
hound together by the affections, and are thoroughly 
comfortable and happy; the manifestations are born of 
the .peril, and shrink somewhat from the lower mental 
influences of earth. Family circles, with na straagers 
present, a n  usually the bast.

If the circle is composed of |

Posaihly at the first anting of a circle symptoms of
other forms of mediumship than tilts or rape may mal 
heir appearance.
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