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THE RELATIONS OK THE HUMAN BRAIN TO 
SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA.

B V  C R O P . JO SE PH  R. B U C H A N A N .

Co/. H . S . Olcott,—
Dear Sir : I have learned with great pleasure that your 

investigation of the materializations at the Eddy house are to 
be published in a permanent form, and I envy your recent 
opportunity. After spending months upon dry verbosities 
and fruitless dialectics of Plato, Kant, Haiftlton and other 
members of the Metaphysical Adoleschion looking through 
a barnfull of chaff for a handfull of wheat— it is delightful to 
see what new and wonderful additions to our practical psv- 
chology are being made.

You are working along that charming borderland where'j 
the spiritual and physical come together, where the physical 
rises into the poetic, and the supernal comes down to meet 
it in beauty and benevolence, as the sunset sky blends with 
the vapory horizon in the west.

But we must not let enthusiasm for a scene of the mar­
velous and beautiful divert us from a strict and accurate 
scientific examination. In such an investigation I should have 
been happy to cooperate, but as this was not possible, I prof- 
fer a few suggestions as to the Scientific basis of psychic 
phenomena in the constitution of man and the aspect which 
the matter assumes viewed at a distance from the standpoint 
of science and literal philosophy.

A N A T O M Y , P H Y S IO L O G Y , S A R C O G N O M Y .

Psychometry and nervanic experiments establish clearly 
and positively the following propositions :

l. The faculties of our conscious existence, soul, or spirit 
are not vaguely diffused through the body, but are concen­
trated to a definite organic connection in the brain, from 
which centre alone, the spiritual controls the material, or to 
express it anatomically, the psychic ganglia of the cerebrum, 
acting through the psycho-physiological ganglia of its base 
and the cerebellum, control all the voluntary motions, while 
they influence the involuntary motions, the circulation, and 
secretions, as was shown in my experiments upon Dr. Lane 1 
of Boston, reported by a committee of physicians.

1. The base of the brain is in more intimate connection 
with the body and all the processes of physiological life than 
its upper portion ; and a dividing line might be drawn between 
that portion ; which is chiefly physiological and that which is 
chiefly psychic or spiritual (Psyche, soul and spirit, being 
nearly synonomous terms). The psychic and physiological 
hemispheres, however, are not seperattd by any definite 
line, but blend insensibly everywhere.

3, In the psychic half of the brain the faculties are not all 
equally psychic, as those adjacent to the boundary mentioned 
(which may be rudely illustrated by a line drawn from the 
lower margin of the orbit of the eye backward and upward to 
the crown, at which the hair tumi out from a center) are much 
more physio logical while those farther from that line are much 
more psychic ; the maximum psychiality being on the median 
line, adjacent to the falx, on the internal aspect of each 
hemisphere.

4. In the comprehensive view of the human constitution 
which belongs to Sarcoguomy, we ascertain that the superior 
portions of the body are in more intimate relations with the 
psychic element than the inferior. The brain is the psychic 
organ par t\\ tilcn. t, and next to the brain the bronchial 
region of the thorax baa the greatest amount of psychic 
relation.

From these anatomical and phviiological data, it follows that 
all the transcendental or supernal relations of man, belong to 
the anterior-superior region of his brain and that the highest 
manifestations of spiritual capacity will be found where the .in­
ner portion of the front lobe as well as the gruis fom ualus and 
other convolutions adjacent to the corpus cullosum have the 
largest development. This portion of the brain it also intimately 
connected with religion, practical benevolence, and universal 
love. Hence the cultivation of pure religion has always 
developed a large amount of true spirituality, and given rise 
to spiritual phenomena, as we see in the lives of Wesley, Fox, 
Swedenborg, and hundreds of saints, mystics, and ecstatics 
in the Catholic Church.

The development of the front lobe gives prominence and 
breadth to the forehead, and *.he development of the inter- 
hemispherical region may be recognized not only by the 
general breadth of the upper portion of the head, but by the 
special prominence, along the median line, of the centre of 
the forehead and upper surface of the brain. As these 
developments predominate over the animal region of the bruin, 
we have an increasing sensibility, delicacy, refinement, and 
spirituality in the constitution, which shows itself in many 
ways— in a delicate sensibility to the weather and ability to 
predict its changes; in extreme sympathy with the sick and 
ability to appreciate their coadition ; in a quick sensibility to  
the character or emotions of others, feeling their presence and 
their character before they have given any indies'1 m s; in my*-
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terious impressions and presentiments of good or e v il; in 
dreams that seem prophetic, and in sadden reminiscences, as 
though the subject had heard this conversation or been in 
this place before, for it seems strangely familiar; in dreams 
of the departed, holding conversations with them which some 
times appear real and natural; in waking visions, when they 
seem to be near us, teem to speak to us or become actually 
visible; in the frequent presence and conversation of our 
departed friends, who come to us to sympathize, counsel, or 
warn, sometimes invisibly, sometimes visibly; in ability to 
commune with absent friends by their manuscript, by the 
psychometric method, and know their true character; in a 
realizing sense of the present condition of our departed 
friends as they come near us.

In all these results of a predominant psychic constitution 
of the brain, there is an inexpressible degree of intellectual 
delicacy and refinement. The more spiritual faculties are all 
poetical and bright. Hence, those who have the finer spiritual 
endowments are generally delicate, sensitive, modest and 
poetical in their nature. A large number of them in this 
coot try are capable of improvisation, and 1 have often heard 
improvised poetry from persons of moderate intellectual 
culture, which would be creditable to our best known authors. 
Few have any idea of the transcendant beauty, the delicacy 
and dashing intellectuality of the higher psychic powers, 
because, in the presen’ condition of prevalent ignorance on 
such subjects, persons of superior capacity and social position 
are generally careful to conceal their spiritual endowments.

Intercourse with departul friends— with the loved and lost 
of the family circle— is n<w so rare as generally supposed, and 
is not at all confined to public mediums. It is common with 
thousands, perhaps hundreds of thousands, who keep such 
experience as something sacred in their own bosoms, or 
confide it only to their nearest friends.

The first scientific determination of the modus operands of 
this intercourse was in the winter of 1841-42, when by exciting 
the most spiritual region of the front lobe (on the temporal 
arch, just in front of its intersection with the coronal suture) 
in the head of a young lady of great brilliance and intellectu­
ality (Miss K.), I made her see the spirit of her mother in the 
midst of a circle of friends, in the brilliant parlors of Mr. S- 
ia Louisville. At first, 1 deemed the vision entirely subjective, 
or imaginary, but in prosecuting my researches I found the 
results too rational and consistent to be simply imaginary. 
The most resolutely skeptical materialist who possessed the 
psychic constitution could see and describe the spirits which 
appeared, as positively as those who had previously believed 
in the existence of the soul.

After determining the objective reality of the spirits of the 
departed as seen and heard by those of finer psychic endow­
ments, the question arose as to the extent to which these 
objective spirits, visible only to the psychic faculty, could 
influence a sympathizing human being. It soon appeared that 
the spirit was capable of influencing their minds by suggestions 
and that if the subject was of the impressible or mesmerizable 
temperament, the spirit power could operate upon and control 
him as human operators do, making him a passive subject of 
its will, through which it could speak and act as if still living 
in the body; the intelligence of the subject being kept in 
abeyance while under control and ideas or language being 
used by the spirit which the subject would not have been 
capable of originating.

This was still higher evidence of the objective reality of the 
spirits, to those who, not having the psychic vision could only 
reiy upon facts and testimony. But there has been so much 
of this kind of evidence from the days of Socrates and of 
Paul, to the nineteenth century, which has not been entirely 
satisfactory to those who were skeptical, that it was extremely 
desirable to hare tangible, ponderable, material evidence 
from spirits capable of affecting matter and moving heavy 
bodies, as well as controlling mind.

Since 1848, these phenomena, begining in the Fox family, 
have appeared all over the globe, and the “psychic force", as 
some please to call it, has displayed mechanical power greater 
than that of any bunan being, accompanied by an intelligence 
of every conceivable degree, from blundering verbiage and 
falsehood. to 'he profoundcst and most elevated" Utterances, j 
according w  '.. real character of the responding spirits

Psychic force, or wil'-power, accompanied by intelligence 
I and individuality of character, has no other expression in the 
’ English language than by the words spirit and soul. Those 
j who, after witnessing displays of intelligence, and talking 
' with the invisible agent as a human being still hesitate to use 

the word spirit betray great weakness in manifesting such 
an aversion to the use of the only word by which they can 

! properly express their idea.
Since the wide prevalence of physical manifestations from 

spiritual sources, there has been a very general demand to 
know what is the decision of science on this subject. The 
demand, however, is not very intelligently made— it presumes 
a mysterious power in science and scientists which does not 
exist. Science is nothing but established, systematized, and 

| comprehended facts. The facts of spiritual communication,
' carefully collected and described in a systematic manner by 
| Alfred R. Wallace, Robert Dale Owen, Epes Sargent, and 
I yourself, even if there were no other competent and able 
j writers in the field, constitute an impregnable body of science, 

of permanent and surpassing value to mankind, unequalled by 
any other contributions from scientists in the present century.

It is idle cavilling to say that it is not of the systematic and 
rationalized character of science. Compare it with the slightly 
analogous discovery of America by Columbus, and the narra­
tives of its exploration during the first thirty years, which 
were certainly a valuable contribution to geographical science, 
and we must admit that the discovery and exploration of the 
spirit world has been far more copious in its facts, and satis­
factory in its investigations. Compare it with medical science, 
rich as it is in the labors of its many thousand cothinkers, and 
we must confess that its huge mass of clinical, pathological, 
and therapeutic facts and doctines, leading to conflicting 
systems of practice, is scarcely yet as lucid and scientific in 
form, and consistent in practice, as the system of Psychology 
which has been built up by the Baconian method of induc­
tion more faithfully than any science now known, when its 
whole history is considered.

The voice of science, then, is the voice of fact— it is 
expressed for Psychology in the volunfts which record the 
facts and experiments already too numerous to be mastered 
by any common reader.

But perhaps the opinion of scientists is what the public 
desire, or the reports of scientific investigators. If so, let 
them read the publications of the London Dialectical Society,

! and they will find all that reason can demand.
But it must not be forgotton that modern Psychology is 

virtually a new science. There were some glimmerings of the 
] science in Creecfl) in the schools of Socrates and Plato, and 

among the Egyptians— but the modern developments are es­
sentially new and foreign to all other sciences. To ask a 
professor of Physics familiar with levers and steam engines, 
or a professor of chemistry, whose researches relate entirely 
to atomic combinations of matter, or a learned Physiologist, 
who knows nothing professionally of the Psychic element of 
the human' constitution, but studies the body as a chemical 
laboratory, working with protaplasm— for an opinion on the 
new psychology, is simply asking them to leave their own 
field and pronounce upon matters more foreign to their 
knowledge and modes of thought than Egyptian hieroglyphics 
or the trapping of beaver in the American wilderness. Upon 
such a subject any intelligent citizen is as competent to form 
and etpress a rational Jopinion, as the most learned, physica 1 
scientist—of ten better qualified, indeed, from not being exclu! 
sively occupied with subjects of so different a nature. I 
would not exchange your opinion, trained as you are in the 
practical study of mankind and examination of evidence, fer 
that of the entire British National Association of Scientists, 
whose President, Prof. Tyndall, is as shallow in philosophy 
as he is profound in science.

Among the cherished and cultivated sciences, there are none 
coterminous with the new Psychology— none that include it 
even in the limits of their penumbra—and ws look in rain 
among professional scientists for those whose familiarity with 
such subjects has been acquired by their usual professional 
pursuits.

The psychic world and the physical world come into con­
tact only in the highest condition of organized matter— the 
brain— which is so organized as to give the readiest access of 
the psychic to the control of physical forces.

C n d i M i a l m l
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“ T H E  D O C T R I N E  T O  R E  I N C A R N A T I O N .”
To the Editor o f The Spirit uesl Scientist:

W ill you allow  nie, through you r valuable Journal to  thank 
your correspondent, M rs. Enama H ardinge Britten, (or her 
w ell-tim ed artic le  again st the doctrine o f  re in carn a tio n . 1 
have often d esired  to w rite upon this subject m yself and am 
glad to see that at last people are aw ak in g to the absurdity of 
this theory. T h e  g rea test m erit o f the idea o f spiritualism  
pure and sim ple, is that it is a consolation to  su fferin g hu­
m anity, the p roof o f a continued ex isten ce  in another and 
happier condition of being, and the certa in ty o f reunion with 
the loved ones lost here. A ll th is is en tire ly  sw ept aw ay in 
this theory o f  re-incarnation, and in its p lace is substituted  an 
en dless round o f u’cah and aimless ex isten ces on this planet 
until a t last the hopeless and exhau sted  toiler “ in im m easur­
ab le sand”  would feel like the Buddhist that the greatest of 
all boons would be annihilation, L et us have this subject 
thoroughly d iscussed: and let not the great con solatory idea 
o f Spiritualism  be subm erged by this w ave o f m ystic folly.

N e w  Y o rk , M ay 2 1 .  C L .  F a i r f i e l d .

T E S T IN G  M ED IU M S.
To the Editor o f The Spiritual Scientist:

I observe in your last a paragraph relative to  the testing 
o f the E d d ys by C ol. O lcott, in which it is m ade to appear 
that sufficient opportunities were not allow ed that gentlem an 
to fu lly  test these m edium s. From  m y know ledge o f the 
m atter, based upon a fortn igh t’s experien ce at M r. E d d y ’s 
residence, 1 con sider the rem ark that C ol. O lco tt “ could not 
obtain what he desired in the m anner that he desired ,”  w holly 
unwarranted and uncalled for.*

T o  my mind there is a grea t deal o f u n n ecessary fu ss made 
about testing m edium s, and when, as in the case o f the 
E d d ys, the m anifestations are given  under such conditions 
that the facts speak for th em selves. I cannot w onder at the 
m edium s ob jectin g to a lot o f ridiculous exp ed ien ts being 
resorted  to tor the sake o f p rovin g what it is unnecessary to 
prove.

A s  an illustration o f what I m ean I will just refer to a case 
o r tw o in point. W h en  M rs. F a y  first cam e to London I 
satisfied m yself as to  the genuineness o f her m edium ship by 
sim ply hold ing her hands. S in ce that tim e doubts have been 
entertained on all sides about this la d y 's  m edium ship, and 
when I arrived  in this country 1 was surprised to hear her 
set down as a decided  fraud both by m edium s and non medi­
ums, especially  b y  the form er, w ho, 1 am sorry to say, are 
gen erally  the first to  d isparage the m edium ship o f otners ; 
but all tnis did not shake m y faith in her. A n d  now it seem s 
M r. C ro o k es has recen tly settled  the vexed  question b y sci­
entific appliance— by ga lv a n o m eters; but what he has done 
proved no m ore tnan 1 proved a tw elvew onth b efore, by 
sim ply taking hold o f the lady's hands.

T h en  again, with regard to M rs. T h a yer, the public have 
heard how , in order to  rem ove the dout>ts that ex isted  with 
regard to this la d y ’s m edium ship, she was put into a bag, 
having been p reviously stripped o f her clo tn es, w hich of 
cou rse  w as a useless preceding, and under these circum ­
stances birds and a variety o f flow ers was produced, not by 
M rs. T h a y e r as the new spapers exp ress it, but by a pow er 
outside o f her. N o w  what is the result o f this subjectin g of 
M rs. T h a yer to  “ test co n d ition s?”  It may have satisfied 
those w ho knew , and had confidence in, the parties present, 
but it does not satisfy  outsiders, w ho say, ana n atur^ ly too, 
that she should have M en  tested* by non-spiritualists ; at best, 
it only proves what I proved a few  evenings b efore by  the 
sim ply expedient o f hold ing the la d y ’s hands. A s  a proof of 
the truth o f what I say I understand it is now proposed to 
have a seance at whicn not only the medium but those who 
assist, as the F rench say, are to be bagged  ! A n d  when this 
has been  done will the public at la r g e b e  satisfied? N o , the 
seance will only produce a relative effect and M rs. T h a yer 
will have to be bagged  a great m any tim es if the world is 
to be convinced in this way.

But with regard to the E d d ys. It appears to m e that their 
ordinary m ethods o f dem onstration are am ply sufficient with­
out any special testing. T a k e  the m aterialization sean ces of 
W illiam  E d d y. W h at would be gained by tying the m edium ’s 
ears with thread or adopting other devices to fix the medium 
when it is obvious from  the grea t variety o f figures that 
appear, d ifferin g in h eight and size and general appearance, 
that these figures cannot p ossib ly be personated by the m edi­
um ; and that the cabinet has dotning to do with it C o l. O lcott 
adm its, for on one occasion , at the gentlem an's request, a 
d ifferent room to that gen erally  used was tried with the sam e 
results. T h en  again the seances o f H oratio are equally 
conclusive. In the dark circle  a test is g iven  b y allow ing a 
person to sit on his knees which proves that he does not
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m ove from his p ositio n ; and in the light circle  the position o f 
the medium  is seen all the tim e and physical e ffects  are 
observable far beyond h it reach, and hands are seen  that 
obviou sly  belong to no mortal present. Such  bein g the case  
the adoption o f tests is clearly unnecessary, and if the E d d y ’s 
once began to adm it them , the whim s and crotchets o f every  
conceited “ in vestigator" would have to be yielded to, th e  
equanim ity o f the m edium s would lie upset, ill-temper engen­
dered, and no satisfactory result produced. People are apt to  
lose sight o f the fact that these displays of spit it pow er are  
the w ork o f spirits, and that the m ediums are m erely instru­
m ents through whom the m anifestations are given. I remem- 
lier when 1 w as with the D avenports that these m edium s, 
when tests w ere proposed, would som etim es ask the opinion 
o f the spirits, gen erally, how ever, th ey would be ruled by 
their im pressions, which is probably the case with the E d d ys. 
T o  pronounce th e se  m edium s “ bo o rish ”  because they would 
not be harnessed b y  scientific (?) tests seem s to me wholly 
gratuitous. T h e re  are cases when the adoption o f tests, as 
in the ca se  o f the H olm eses, is n e c e s s a ry ; and 1 would not 
underrate the value o f the part Mr. C rookes has taken in the 
m atter, and the im portance o f the services he has rendered to 
the cause. H is testim ony to the truth is doubtless o f great 
value, but it does not satisfy  everybody. Personal evidence 
is what m ost p ersons want and with nothing less will they 
be satisfied W h en  I first com m enced m y investigations l 
used to think what a fine thing it would be to con vert Faraday 
and set at w ork to do so, but fie politely “ declined to go in to  
the m atter.”  Sub seq uent experien ce fia s  taught me that if 
P rof. F araday had gone into Spiritualism  and pronounced in 
its favor that the worid would have said he was in h is  dotage. 
In a  m atter o f this kind, authority does not c a n y  much 
weight T h ere  are already p len ty  o f  grea t nam es to endorse 
Spiritualism . 1 rem ain yours faithfully,

R o b e r t  C o o p e r .

•T h e  paragraph to w hich M r. C o op er refers was taken from 
the R eligio  Philosophical Journal, and published with our 
com m ents that “ it w as a trifle inconsistent and un just.”  W e  
mention th is lest a casual reader should suppos • u*  cast a  
doubt. M r. C oop er m ay have been satisfied with the gen u­
ineness o f M iss F a y ’s m edium ship, but even  be selected  as  
his “ test con d ition s”  the holding o f her hands ; this may have 
been satisfacto ry  to  him but does he th in k  it can com pare its 
scientific value w ith  the experim ent o f  M r. C ro o k e s?  Mr. 
C ro o k es settled it for the public— M r. C oop er settled it for 
his individual self. M r. C o op er m ay not believe  in baggin g 
the m edium , hut it seem s he w as prom ptly on hand to w itness 
the “b a g g in g .”  H e says the public at large are not satisfied ■_ 
but we say  that a large num ber of S p iritualists who have 
confidence in his in teg rity  and those present with him on th is 

• occasion  to w hich he refers, have now faith in M rs. T h a y e r 's  
p retensions, w hich th ey could  not have b efore. Indeed  w e 
have heard it so  d eclared  again and again b y  some o f  those 
present. T h e  test, w hile p erfectly  con vin cin g did not in ter­
fere with the m edium 's pow ers. S o  with the E d d y s  or 
D aven ports; the m anifestations are given  for a  purpose, and 
that purpose the dem onstration  o f the continued existen ce  of 
the spirit. .It is our exp erien ce  that the stron gest skep tics 
in tim e m ake the b est Sp iritualists : and also  that the sp irit 
world is ever ready to respond to an honest heart w ishing foe 
a con vin cin g sign. W e  do not advocate burning w ax. ga g s, 
racks, or an y oth er u n n ecessary torture ; but we d o  eahorr 
Spiritualists and in vestigators to  dem and such  sim ple condi­
tions as will sa tis fy  them  o f the gen uin en ess o f the phenom e­
na. E ven Mr. R obert C ooper, who saw an individual pass 
him self into a closed  b ox. accepted it as a spiritual phenom ena. 
Hut a sim ple experim ent did not interfere with the medium's*?) 
com fort, but exposed  the trick , and broke up the business. 
A  little more "b a g g in g .’ ’ we say, indiscrim inately applied.— El>

A merican Spiritual Institute. T h e  Institute m et for 
conference Sunday afternoon at R och ester H all, to con sider 
a plan for work. T h e Hoard o f M anagers recom m ended that 
the sum  o f $3,000 be rai sed  as  a guarantee fund for the e x ­
penses o f the Institute for the ensuing year. T h e gen eral 
tone o f the m eeting favored  a  service  m orning and eve ning, 
and the su ggestion s con cern in g m usic m et with great favor. 
T h e  subscription pap er w hich w as opened, soon contained 
the follow ing nam es and am ounts : C h arles  H oughton, f  100, 
P. C . D risco, $23.00; Edw ard  W in slo w , $50.00; S. W in g, 
f  50.00; F. J. Blapk. > 2500 ; A lo n so  D anforth. >000 ; W . H. 
D urell. #25.00; H . S. W illia m s, #25 00; H enry W ood, #2500 
T h e se  am ounts with the other funds o f  the society, m ake a  
total of nearly # 100 0 :



136 SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST.
T N K  S t 'm L T I K S  o r  f k i k n d s h i p .

•V IMMt TVTTL1.

W O T  boot with apaakiag hjv nr *<xiHul m ,
A> R oach  » •  tha r w l  h v n  ot th .o *  moat dear . 

Rj « bv tha fcwv* •»< » « •  «w««t mv«ter 
Po«»M. but *«cu«. in th« *our* afm.w;

T>u» ■  _ .  .  ■ ■ ■ ■
fUt cooqoore distance- Kk* an angol ( r w ;

W« M  a p n M K t. arna* a *koA>» « b e t ,
And know a aoul bean  our aoul company 

I do t o h m  iboao kwfinga roach aa far

«r* w« Kroptnx aro,
, and %ad prayer* all unMtd 

|  tha*, I inm would d o n y b m  
_ ttooua living, malting wnall complaint 

T o  mar the awaatn aaa of thnr aacrcd rent.
W ho can but Borrow whou we iwonn and taint. 

For their dear mhna. and tor my earthly fneoda 
Whom 1 do light or ahadow, unaware*,

M* life shall never aink to sordid end*.
Nor make one aoul who lovee me grow leaa fair. 

So bad me welcome when with noiaeieaa feet 
I tread the towery meadnw i of your thought.

Far only what »  white, and pure, and sweet.
Shall DC by me upon your being >

fflgTORICyU AND pHILOgOPHIC/L

Translated bom the French of Revue Spirite of Paria.

Q U ID  D IVIN U M .
EM M A  A . W OOD.

THE DOCTOR’S R E J O IN D E R .

CtntUmen and Spiritist Bratturs:
The author of the observations Apropos to Quid Divinum, 

did not comprehend my whole thought; doubtless my exposi­
tion lacked clearness. In order to be more exact, allow me 
to exhibit some general considerations on organisms, for the 
present limiting myself to the separate analysis of the vege­
tative and animal functions.

1. Man, like other animals, like plants, is born, is nourished, 
grows, breathes, secretes, propagates himself and dies ; and ! 
from these functions, called vegetal there results one fac- 
common Ao all— the formation of a liquid called sap in plants, 
blood in animals.

2. This liquid, sap or blood, the result of the vegetal func 
tion, itself becomes a liquid organ(?j destined to nourish the 
organs that form it.

3. Their reciprocal dependence is such that disorder in 
one of the vegetal functions leads to disorder in the sap or 
in the blood, and a disorder in the sap or in the blood leads 
to disorder in the nutrition of the tissues and consequently 
in the functions of the organs formed by these tissues.

4. Further, if the animal functions of man are compared 
with those of animals, we see the same organs of sense, touch! 
feeling, sight, hearing, tnate, smelling, motility, generation. 
All assist the animal to perceive exterior phenomena and to 
satisfy his wants.

5. Concurrently with these senses, and according to the 
different inodes of growing, or according to their acuity, or 
according to the sphere in which they are exercised, a corre­
sponding instinct is observed to grow out of each organism, 
and to develo p into individuality. j

6. The observation of these various organisms of the sap 
or blood they produce, as well as the corresponding instinct 
they exhibit, this individuality accented with the intellectual 

and pathetic development of this last, in proportion to the 
elevation of the organism, though with no new qrgRn— for 
they are always the same organs that act, authorise us to coo- 
dude with Car us (“ Elements of Comparative Anatomy,”  In 
trodactios, p. 7, Art. xiK.jt “That this appears to be a law of

a C

nature, that the superior formations include in them the infe 
rior— that instead of assuming a new type, they but repeat, 
only more perfectly, that which existed in the last scale.”

7. Thus we have an order of ideas that comprises life, 
whether of plants, of animals or of mas, “ whose speciality,” 
says Carus, “ is the harmonious reunion of all the functioning 
organs, under the light of a superior idea."

8. Thus man sums up in himself, as blood, a perfection 
that other animals cannot show us.

9. Man sums up in himself also— in a much greater degree 
of perfection— the instinct exhibited by the animal series.

10. The vegetal and animal functions, which we have 
separated to facilitate their study, are not so separated in the 
animals ; still more, the same organs, the same tissues which 
serve for vegetal life are employed in animal life. The eye 
serves as well to seek the food as to select i t ; to recognize 
an enemy or a beloved object; the muscles serve as well to 
fly from one as to run a..er the other; the tongue assists 
mastication and deglutition, the Articulation of the will, and 
the expression of the sensations. The blood nourishes as 
well the organs of animal life as those of vegetal life.

The organs of animal life, like those of vegetal life, are 
form ed of the same tissues, same mucus, same serum, mus­
cles, nerves, arteries, veins and lymphatics. The animal and 
vegetal functions penetrate each other and are commingled 
by their solidarity and by their tissues.

11. It is only in this sense and figuratively that it can be 
said intelligence is united to matter— I have a stick of a me­
ter’s length ; it assists me in walking, defends me if 1 am 
attacked, serves as a lever if I wish to raise a weight. Will 
you say these different intellectual actions are in the stick? 
Certainly not. Intelligence has never been united to any 
matter, not even to the universal fluid; but all fluid, all mat­
ter, can be modeled to take a form desired by an intelligence, 
and this form belongs to the intelligence and not to the 
matter (I speak here of superior intelligence ours which is 
only relative, is still obliged to bend itself to the properties 
of matter; this is the role of science). If then there is in­
telligence in the universal fluid, it is because already there 
has been work therein; it is no longer matter, it is an 
organism.

fa 1 have said (Art. X.) that the vegetal and animal func 
tions penetrate each other and are commingled by their 
solidarity and by the>r tissues. 1 say also that the two results 
of these functions, blood and instinct, are also commingled. 
This mixing is proved by the effect produced on the blood by 
anger, hatred, and all the passions ! Rage, which is of these 
passions most fatal in its consequences, pushed to the ex 
treme gives to the blood qualities that are communicated to 
the secretions of all infected organism.

Every one knows that gentleness, kindness, patience, give 
to the blood qualities very different to those which result 
from anger, hatred, jealousy, etc. Now all these vices and 
all these qualities are of the instinct and not of the blood ; it 
must necessarily be then that the instinctive fluid is mingled 
with the blood. This is true, not only in animals, but in man. 
Everybody knows that if a nurse gives her breast to htr 
nursliqg after a fit of anger or any other strong emotion, the 
death of the child may be the consequence. It is also known 
that it is of great importance to choose for a nurse a very- 
moral person; theft, lying, and many other vices inoculate 
themselves through the milk.

13. It may be said that the blood is penetrated by the 
instinct, that this imparts to it its qualities and its defects- 
I say still further, that the blood imparts its qualities and its 
defects to the instinctive fluid ; this fact it demonstrated by 
the influence of the temperamenta called sanguine, lymphatic 
billioua, etc., on the character of those who possess them. I 
say still further that this combination produces a new fluid 
more compound, and this I propose, for the moment, to call 
instindivs organic animat fluid.

14. The instinctive organic animal fluid which varies, as 
may be conceived, according to each type of the animal 
series, varies also in each individual of each type. In fact• 
the integrity of the blood depends on the integrity of the 
vegetal functions ; the integrity of the tissues and of the 
organs they form, depends on the integrity of the blood ; 
thus the integrity of the instinctive fluid .depends on the in-
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tegrity of the blood, and on the integrity of all the tissues in 
all the functional organs. The mixing of the instinctive fluid 
and the blood must then produce an instinctive organic fluid 
in perfect proportion to the integrity of all the functions.

This phenomenon is the generating cause of all the par 
ticularities of each individual of a type.

15. If we consider this instinctive organic animal fluid as 
a unity, as we have in the case of instinct and the blood, we 
shall see that it is not a new being that appears at a given 
moment, but, like the others, it has had its progressive de 
velopment and continued up to man inclusively. This is the 
reason the cry of terror uttered by an instinctive organic ani­
mal fluid at the sight of the hawk, is understood, even with­
out seeing the hawk, by all who fear it. It is the same with 
the roaring of the lion, the hyena, the tiger, etc. This or* 
ganic animal fluid is progressive also, its progress is con­
tinued, and, without changing its inmost nature, it follows the 
sanguine and instinctive organic development; this gives us 
the power to subdue certain animals, to tame some and 
domesticate many.

16. Another fact. This instinctive organic animal fluid 
issues, so to speak, by evaporation from the .body of the ani 
mal; it impregnates everything he touches, it gives to the 
objects touched its odor, peculiar to the type and even to the 
individual. Thus the dog finds his master's track, the hunt 
ing dog pursues the game by its trail, and knows perfectly if 
it is a bird or a quadruped, and what kind of bird, and what 
kind of quadruped.

In the chase, a well-trained and experienced dog does not 
leave the track he has been pursuing if he finds on his ci»ute 
another track ; he can easily distinguish one from the other.

Dy this every animal can pursue and seek his prey, and 
recognize the approach of an enemy.

S P IR IT  PH O TO G RAPH S IN C IN C IN N A T I.
In a letter from Memphis, (Tenn.,) to the Hyde Park, j 

Mass., Gazette, Mr. Alfred L. Giles writes as follows :
Letters from home and other places were awaiting your 

correspondent at Memphis. Among them was one from Mr. 
Teeple, the photographic artist of Cincinnati, of whom men­
tion was made in a former letter. It enclosed two photographs, 
made from the negative, for which your correspondent had sat 
just before leaving that city. He perceives on those ohoto- 
graphs three faces, (but not his own) clearly defined. One of 
them is that of a stranger, a man of middle age; the other two 
he recognizes, to his surprise and delight, as the countenances 
of his dear and only children, whose bodies about half a score 
of years ago he saw put awav in a tomb under the Park street 
church in Boston. He carefully scrutinizes those lineaments, 
he calmly reflects on all the circumstances attending his 
sitting in the photographer's room. He remembers that he 
was a stranger to Mr. Hartman, the photographic operator; 
that before sitting for the photograph, he had carefully 
examined the glass plates, and noticed that they were clean 
and free from films of former impressions, that he had accom­
panied the operator at each of the four times he had sat, into 
his work closet, and in its faint yellow light, had watched the 
operation of pouring collodian upon, and otherwise preparing 
the plate: had seen it put into the plate-holder, and the plate- 
holder into the camera; had noticed that the operator after 
having withdrawn the cloth from the lens had stood by it with 
his hand resting on the camera; he remembered how when 
the plate-holder was with-drawn he had again accompanied 
the operator into his closet, and had there watched the develop­
ment of the negative; he also remembered, for he had minuted 
it in a note-book, that as the result of the first sitting, there 
had appeared on the plate just above his own head that of a 
venerable and an unknown man ; at the second sitting, besides 
his own countenance, that of another person, and he a for­
eigner, was clearly manifest; that at the third sitting only the 
likeness of his own face was visible, and at the fourth and last 
sitting the plate bore no impression of his own countenance, 
but did show three other faces, two of which were those of his 
deceased children, and the third that of an unknown man. As 
he calls to mind all these circumstances, and vet sees on the 
photograph before him the sun pictures of the countenances 
of his children, calm and pleasant and vet older looking than 
when they played and gambolled at home in their mortal 
bodies, he is lost in wonder, love and praise. “ She lives," 
says the poet, “whom we call dead." And here before the 
fleshly eye. the proof is palpable that

“  D m  a r c  m i  d e a d , th e  c h ild r e n  o f  o u r  a f fe c t io n .
Hot are *«>»* unto that «km>l
Where they no lonfer need our poor prnMctioU **

A  c o p y  ol t h e  Spiritual Scientist w il l  be sent to any address 
in the United States, ior one year, on pre-payment o( $ J 50. |

JSPIUIT JCACH I^Q ?.

SPIR IT U A LISM  U N D E FILED .
We And in the Belleville (I1L) Democrat a communication 

claiming to be from a spirit and signed L. S. G. It is said to 
be one out of many communications full of vigorous thought 
that have been received through the same medium, most of 
them purporting to emanate from different sources. It is 
often asked,— Why do not the spirits give us something 
worthy the ability of a Baton or a Channing. Here are pas­
sages which either of these worthies might have been proud 
of having written. Whether they come from spirit or from 
mortal they breathe a lofty intelligence and are expressed 
with elegance and dearness :

S P IR IT U A L IS M  N O T  A T H E IS T IC .

The truths connected with spiritual teachings are not nar­
rowed within the boundaries of any creed. Its claims embody 
and are allied to everything good and true and beautiful. 
Believe not those who present as spiritual that which is de* 
formed and imperfect: it is the base counterfeit. Trust not 
those who proclaim, as spiritual, ideas abhorrent to the un­
depraved moral sense, and inconsistent with pure religion.

Spiritualism believes in a God; perfect, divine, infinite in 
love and power. There is no other God. And it recognizes 
him as the same being who, in all ages and among all nations, 
has vouchsafed to breathe, through his chosen instruments, 
words of love and hope and consolation to his children.

Again, Spiritualism speaks with certainty of the presence 
of the departed among you. Religion does this in its original 
sense but imperfectly, and she represents spirit communion 
as only a rare and occasional mercy, granted as a special dis­
pensation. Believe us. Spiritualism reveals it as constant, 
and shows you the angelic host hovering over the earth, and 
filling the air with their presence and songs of praise.

S P IR IT U A L IS M  A  P H IL O S O P H Y .

The philosophy of past ages has been vainly striving to 
reconcile material laws with the fundamental zssumptions of 
all religious creeds. This Spiritualism accomplishes by re­
vealing the fact that mind and mind alone, is the supreme 
controller of the universe, and the means by which the func­
tions of material existence are maintained in action; that 
mind employs matter, but is not governed by i t ; that mind 
is the unseen agent in producing all the wonders of creation, 
and in man the sublimest, most powerful in the universe, next 
to God himself, wearing the outward form as temporary gar­
ments only, then carrying into a boundless field of activity its 
individual consciousness, Us intelligence, and its splendors 
of attainment.

Spiritualism discloses also the chain of connection between 
thought and thought, and illustrates the fact that mini, in its 
essence, is uncontrolled by any condition of material nature 
unaffected by material forces, but that it comes and goes as 
it listeth.

A G E N C Y  O F  T H O U G H T .

Thought is the secret agent, therefore, between the spirit and 
material world. Soul is the same substance within and with­
out the material body. Spiritualism establishes and distinctly 
proves, that the mind, when it understands and rightly em­
ploys material laws, can - influence matter to almost an infinite 
extent, compared to the present limitations of its power; that 
spirit can make use of a subtle agency to overcome the laws 
of gravitation, and so can move a physical body before your 
eves— a feat which mere material science may be confidently 
challenged to explain : for it is an axiom of that science that 
matter can only be affected by the intervention of material 
forces. Spiritualism replies— to d  is a spirit, and vet he acts 
directly upon creation all the time. So, the mind and %oul. 
within their spheres, can suspend or overrule the laws of 
matter at their pleasure. S-virus unencumbered by the ma­
terial body can employ unknown agents to do those things 
which formerly they accomplished through the means of that 
body. So much for tha» problem. A truth is thus made ap­
parent which it would take unassisted science centuries to 
discover. And indeed it has become a question whether the 
mind, even while in the body, might not accomplish wooders 
hitherto undreamed of, if it only fully understood the laws 
which govern the relations between the two. Material science 
arrogates what it does not possess, but true science discovers 
all things, and only decides upon that which is true.
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I t  is rumored that one or more Oriental Spiritualists 
o f high rank have just arrived in this country. T hey are 
said to possess a p: ifound knowledge of the mysteries of 
illumination, and it is not impossible that they will 
establish relations with those whom we are accustomed 
to regard as the leaders in Spiritualistic affairs. If the 
report be true, their coming may be regarded as a great 
blessing ; for, after a quarter century of phenomena, we 
are almost without a philosophy to account for them or 
control their occurrence. W elcom e to the W ise Men of 
th e East, if they have really come to worship at the cradle 
o f  our new Truth.

A  B U D G E T  O K G O O D  N EW S.

T h e  organization of Col. O lcott’s "M iracle C lub” is 
progressing satisfactorily. Applications are daily 
received from those wishing to join, but few selections 
have been positively made ; as it is desired that the Club 
should be composed of men of such standing, and scien­
tific, and other attainments, as shall afford to the public 
a  perfect guarantee of the trustworthiness of any conclu­
sions they may reach.

T h e medium who is to sit with the investigators being 
actively interested in certain business operations, has 
been temporarily called from New York. Meanwhile in 
anticipation of the commencement of his report of the 
seances of tbe M iracle Club, Col. Olcott authorizes the 
announcement that he will contribute to the Scientist 
some of the results of his winter's reading, in the form-of 
a  series of articles entitled “ W hat the Ancients knew, 
and what the Moderns think they know.”  T his popular 
author in addition to what he gleaned in his researches 
among the splendid collections of the “ Watkinson 
Library of Reference," in Hartford, has recently had 
access to some ancient manuscripts, furnished him by 
“ one who knows when and h ow '' as the phrase g o e s ; 
and our readers may count upon both entertainment and 
instruction in the papers which will appwlr in this 
Journal.

Our subscription list has increased so rapidly since 
the contributions of C ol. Olcott, Gen. I.ippitt, and others 
began to be printed, that we have to request all who 
desire to possess the forthcoming numbers, to subscribe 
in sdvance. It is no longer sale to trust to obtaining 
copies st the book-stores, and we cannot promise to 
supply deficiencies.

W e shall also begin at once the publication of a most 
important paper contributed by M. Wagner, Professor of 
Zoology in the University of St. Petersburg, ib«i the H ux­
ley of Russia ; it gives the results of recent seances held 
with a French medium, named M. Bredif, by Prof. W ag­

ner and two other professors of equal eminence. The 
document, which will appear in three successive chapters, 
has been translated from the Russian language, for this 
paper by Madame Hlavatsky, the accomplished lady, to 
whose trenchant pen several American journals are 
indebted for recent contributions which have elicited 
the highest praise for the elegance of their style and the 
vigor of their argument.

P R O F E S S O R  B U C H A N A N 'S  A R T IC L E .

In another place in this issue, will be found a most 
important article by Prof. Joseph K. Buchanan, upon the 
connection between the Brain and Spiritualism. T o  no 
one man is the public under greater obligations for a 
scientific demonstration of the higher functions of the 
human brain than to the discoverer of Psychometry, the 
author of Anthropology, and the founder of the late 
“ Journal of M an.”  A s far back as 1840, he demon 
strated the faults of the Gallian System of Phrenology, 
rearranged and re-classified the organs of the mind in a 
more natural and philosophical grouping and furnishied by 
excitations of the several portions of the brain by means 
inappreciable by the subject, irrefutable proof of the 
proper location of the intellectual faculties.

His researches early led him into the domain of spirit, 
and from the beginning of the modern phenomena, he 
has been a consistent and fearless expounder of the truth 
of spirit intercourse. H is present contribution will be 
read with deep interest. It was prepared for Part II, of 
Col. Ol£btt’s book, but, with other valuable papers, by 
some of our best writers and thinkers, was crowded out, 
by the necessary report upon the Holm es' em broglio; 
and now with the authors consent it is sent to us by C ol. 
Olcott for publication.

B E H IN D  T H E  A G E .

“ About the last of M ay,”  says the New Covenant, a 
Universalist paper published in Chicago, “ we expect to 
begin a most interesting discussion on the Resurrection 
of the Body. Prof. Carpenter of Iowa affirms, and Rev .
J. Hughes of Illinois denies.”  T he subject is not one 

I that will interest Spiritualists much, for to them the 
resurrection of the old physical body, when there is a 

1 cotemporaneous spiritual body to take its place, is simply 
an absurdity. Says Shakespeare,

••What damned error but some holy brow 
Will bless it and approve it with a text!"

A N  A R I T H M E T I C A L  M E D IU M .

The Boston Advertiser of May 19th, quotes the fo l­
lowing account of a young arithmetical prodigy who has 
recently appeared:—

“ Minnie Hipwood, a girl six years old in West Troy, can 
perform arithmetical feats reminding one of that youthful 
prodigy, Zerah Colburn. Minnie has attended school but 

' about two weeks, merely knows her letters, and has no 
apparent knowledge of figures, written or printed. She has 
shown an uncommon aptitude for reckoning the cost of 
articles she was sent out to purchase, and her lather found on 
questioning her that she could mentally multiply large num­
bers accurately and much more quickly than he could. The

2 uestion must be asked in a peculiar way, for instance : “Two 
5s,” not “ two times 65,” “ four 79s,” not “four times 79." 

Put in the usual way she seemed to be confused. H er father 
asked her how she did it. She refused to say anything for 
sometime, but finally said, “God tells me.” She apparently 
performs these teats without much thought and by the intui­
tion of genius.”

Spiritualists have the only intelligible solution for 
marvels like this. T he child is probably a medium in 
her normal state ; and when she says “God tells me,”  
she simply means “ some spirit tells me.”  Is she not 
quite as wise as some of the ancient theocrats who used 

( to proclaim “ Thus saith the Lord I”



SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST. 139

T H K  M Y S T E R IE S  O F  S P IR IT  C O N T R O L . 
"Further experiences in Spirit-Life" is the title of an 

inspirational address recently given by Mrs. Cora L. Y. 
Tappan in Ixindon. The control is snid to be the late 
Judge J. W. Edmonds, of Brooklyn N. Y., who has once 
before spoken through her on a similar subject. In the 
opening of the present address he refers to the first, and 
says : " I t  is now about twelve months since I addressed
mortals through anv medium a n d  th a t  w a s  mv first 
a d d r e s s  after I left my mortal frame. I had then been 
in spiritual existence a little less than a month.”

In the editorial columns of the Banner of Light, April 
18th; 1874, we find the following words :—

“ We append the following si irit message from the Judge, 
which was spoken through the lips of Mrs. Conantat our Free 
Public Circle Meetings, at the Banner Rooms, Thursday the 
9th inst

Here then is another of the “ Mysteries of Spirit- 
Control it is not necessary at this time to comment on 
the message received through either Mrs. Conant or Mrs. 
Tappan, or to speculate as to which organism makes use 
o f the language and ideas that best expresses our concep­
tion of the spirit of I udge Edmonds. W e leave that to 
the careful reader to determine ; the point we desire to 
m ake at the present time is this ;— a spirit purporting to 
be Judge John Worth Edmonds speaks through Mrs. 
Conant at the Banner of Light, Free Public Circles four 
days after his death ; he says :—

“ On entering upon my new home in the spirit-world, I 
found nothing strange, nothing absolutely new, nothing but 
what 1 had seen before, and nad been familiar with, f  had 
been there again and again, and my spirit was familiar with 
the home that was prepared for me. 1 left an earthly home, 
and a body through which I had suffered intensely.”

O n e month and twelve days later, a spirit purporting 
tJ  be Judge John Worth Edmonds speaks through Mrs. 
Cora L. V. Tappan, in London, Eng. H e says :—

“ I may say I passed through the change called death with­
out one pang of suffering . . . .  1 say I passed away without 
pain ; 1 was not even conscious of suffering."

“ I say that I knew not only no interval of sleep or of lack 
of consciousness, but I sprang into my new-found existence, as 
one would leap forth from the bonds that had enchained them 
for years. 1 had felt fettered and shackled in the latter years 
of my life by physical suffering. I had felt bound and 
tethered somewhat by the chains of tlesh that grew too weary 
to be borne. I sprang delighted as one would leap into a 

olden sea. as one might plunge into the atmosphere after 
aving been immured in prison. I felt my youth, strength, 

vigor—everything return that had been mine. I felt individu­
ally more than this : that notwithstanding all my experiences 
in spiritual life, notwithstanding the visions, communions, 
A id visitations between myself and departed souls, that 1 had 
never truly known the nature of spiritual existence until the 
final tie was broken that linked me to earth. To mv utter 
amazement I beheld my form renewed utterly as the form of 
youth and strength.”

Let us compare two other passages in these two 
remarkable addresses. Mrs. Conant, in closing, says :—

“ I am here to announce that there is another life, that mv 
faith was a reality, founded upon a truth old as Cod himself, 
and that the Spiritual Philosophy is destined to overwhelm 
all else, and finally to join hands w ith the Catholic religion, 
and go on to cleanse the race of superstition, of spiritual 
ignorance and priestly bigotry. Spiritualism will rid the 
Catholic church of its bigotry 1 the Catholic church will do 
something for Spiritualism ; and the two great powers joined 
in one, wul be a power on earth that shall be felt even unto 
the highest heaven.”

Through Mrs. Tappan he closes with these sentences : 
“ And sometimes, with my loved companion by my side, we 

two alone sit in the sequestered silence of our spiritual abode 
and commune with loftier souls, with one whose living truth and 
whose perfect love mankind are familiar. Too little do thev 
follow in his footsteps, too little does his guiding hand uplift 
and sustain. Far above all this throng o f  assembled spirits, 
of councillors great and wise and good, I can see a shining 
light, a glory more radiant than aught that earth could picture 
or words portray, and a love, a surpassing kindness, and 
radiant form whose words 1 now give to you : “ A new com­

mandment I give unto you, that ve love one a n o th e r a n d  
this word vibrates down through the hosts of angels and 
spirits and mortals until it reaches even your hearts, and 
casts out fear and hatred and malice and all strivings, and 
makes you one from this instant with the spirit of Cod.”

So much from the two messages ; even the contrast 
atone should be sufficient to aw aken enquiry in the mind 
of the philosophical Spiritualist. But when a spirit 
purporting to be Judge Edmonds, speaks again through 
Mrs. Tappan, and after one year's existence, specifically 
declares that he has addressed mortals through no other 
medium than Mrs. Tappan, and only once through her 
lips— to what extremity are we driven for an explanation?

That a spirit could forget a portion of its existence, 
might be tenable in some ca ses; but in this instance he 
declares himself perfectly conscious, not only of every 
moment of his existence after the change, but of the 
final change its e lf; indeed he seems to have been 
selected for the very purpose of giving a narrative of the 
experiences of a spirit in spirit-life. That he should so 
soon forget the debt he owed to one through whom he first 
communicated with earth is not in keeping with the 
general teachings he seeks to enforce ; if he did not care 
to recognize the favor, would he have forcibly expressed 
himself that he had spoken through no other medium.

T he conclusion is inevitable, that a spirit, speaking 
through one of these mediums, wilfully falsifies, when he 
declares himself as Judge John Worth Edmonds, or else 
he makes a misstatement through one of them, when he 
declares he has spoken through no other ?

“ T ry  the Spirits." Once before we have presented 
this point for the consideration of those absolute duty it 
is to satisfy themleves that they are not misled and that 
the world is not being deceived, through them, by that 
which claims to be Spiritual. Here is a special case ; it 
demands thoughtful attention ; admit the honesty of these 
mediums and who will undertake to solve the problem ?

PER SEC U TIO N  O F SPIR IT U A LISM  IN PARIS.
Our latest news from Paris dates May 15, when M. Fir­

man the medium was brought up handcuffed before the 
Judge for examination, and was remanded without being 
admitted to bail or allowed to see any one.

M. Leymarie is still in prison. His case also came before 
the Court on May 14, but we have not yet heard the results. 
Mr. Gledstanes writes that this is a terrible state of things 
f r these two men, because they are perfectly innocent. 
The same amount of sympathy is not felt for M. Buguet, as 
it is alleged that he has confessed to have mixed up imposture 
with real manifestations.

The clergy in Paris are angry with M. Leymarie for having 
inserted in the Revue Spirite a clever answer to the pastoral 
against Spiritualism issued by the Bishop of Toulouse . in 
fact, the clergy would l'ke to annihilate both him and his 
journal if they could, and, as they have great inriuence. the 
proceedings against M. Leymarie are watched by Parisian 
spiritualists with some anxiety.

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.
“  PsvcHISCHE Studies',” a monthly magazine of psycho­

logical phenomena, edited b) Mr. Alexander Aksakotf. and 
published at Leipsic. is a very carefully compiled production 
Great attention is given to English investigations, particularly 
the researches of Mr. Crookes, anti the writings of Mr 
Wallace. In the April numder. the writing through the 
mediumship of Mr. Jencken's baby is described and Mr. 
Waaon's letter is given. The letter from Mr. Damiani to Mr. 
Bums is also quoted, and we observe a letter trom Mr 
Keimers, of Manchester, who speaks up for the personal 
investigation of Spiritualism, rather than a too dose study of 
the works of others.

Dr. T ai mage. of Brooklyn, N. Y ,  “ is one of those pish­
ing. mercurial, individuals, with wide mouth and a narrow brain 
full of energy and utterance, but deficient in caution and 
painstaking accuracy.” So say* Junes Burns editor of the 
London Medium, who is a professional phrenologist and nhote 
attention was arrested by a photograph of that Reverend in 
the Christian Globe of London.



140 SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST:

THE DOCTRINE OF "RE INCARNATION.”
B Y  EM M A H A R D IN G E  B R IT T E N .

In MY U it article I gave a surface view of (he necessity, if 
not the actual duty, imposed upon Spiritualists to investi­

gate, and prin t  either the truth or falsity of the doctrine of 
Re-incarnation, if they would have acceptance from the world, 
as teachers of those principles of spiritual existence, which 
so pre-eminently distinguish the philosophy of Spiritualism 
from the dogmas of Theology.

The very corner-stone of Spiritualism is f a c t , or the 
substitution of knowledge for faith. We who are Spiritualists 
do not surely believe, but absolutely know that the spirits of 
men once embodied on earth, live and communicate. We 
know this, first: from a set of sensuous demonstrations for 
which no earthly cause can be assigned, but for which the 
demonstrations themselves render us good and sufficient 
reason to attribute to spiritual beings. Next: because an 
immense mass of intelligence has been given through modes 
which mortals could not themselves have originated : and 
finally: because the intelligence so rendered has been identi. 
fied with certain individuals once embodied upon earth and 
proving their claims to be acknowledged as its authors by the 
tests of special individuality which mark the communications- 

Now if the mere philosophy of Spiritualism were to be 
arrayed against that of Christianity, buddhism, or any other 
form of theologic faith, it would have to depend for its 
acceptance on the reasonableness of its theory or the credi­
bility of its authors ; but Spiritualism cannot thus be pitted 
against faiths whose existence is dependent upon a past 
record. The very lynch-pin of Spiritualism is its ability to 
supply those sensuous, demonstrable, and ever present facts, 
ia which every form of mere credal belief is wanting, and for 
the lack of which they are crumbling into dust, and losing the 
adherence of the most analytical minds of the age. When 
therefore a mere theory is propounded from the very camp of 
Spiritualism, and those whom the world has been accustomed 
to look to as the apostles of a doctrine based upon facts, and 
presented with demonstrable evidences of its truth, undertake 
to use their facts as a cloak to cover their theories— Spiritual­
ism retrogrades into the same realms of shadowy belief which 
cashroud so many forms of sectarian faith, and presents no 
more claims of acceptance from the reasoning mass of inves­
tigators than Christianity or Buddhism.

If Spiritualism is to advance beyond its phenomenal facts to 
the dignity of a philosophy, or the inspiration of a religion, it 
mnst not lose sight of its harmonious relation to its phenom­
ena, nor descend from its lofty vantage ground of knowledge, 
into the vale of misty theory. Allan Kardec, the great apostle 
of the doctrine of Re-incarnation, while giving some of his 
opinions upon the authority of spirits, does not hesitate to 
base his central idea of Re-incarnation upon theories, which 
h« commends to his readers' acceptance, because he deems 
them reasonable, and assumes that they alone can account for 
the order of creation. His devoted follower, Miss Blackwell, 
no less than his sympathisers in America (few though their 
nambers be), are for the most part mediums, and propound 
their Re-incarnation theory upon the authority of what they 
claim to be spirit teachings. The chief, in fact the only 
difficulty in this case, is th is: Those who have been
accustomed to find in the plain, demonstrable facts of spirit 
communion a complete solution to all their theologic problems, 
and an anchor of assurance on which to rest their hopes of 
immortal progress and happiness, find themselves again 
entangled in the maxes of contradictory theory by this new 
feature of spiritualistic revelation, and as remarked in my 
former paper, must either discredit the media whom they have 
been accustomed to rely upon as heaven-inspired messengers 
of truth, or question the worth of spirit communion as a 
source of information at all.

It ia in answer to very many earnest souls, faithfully seek­
ing for the truth and nothing but the truth, that 1 have been 
induced to call attention to the groundless character of the 
testimony which the apostles of the Re-incarnation theory 
rdy upon, not one item of which affords the profound analyst 
a shadow of evidence that their theories are corftct.

The lew mediums through which this doctrine is now com­
municated, have been many years before the public, and their

earliest utterances imply a faith wholly at variance with their 
' present creed. They used to teach the souls’ progress in the 

spheres and not on earth. They used to teach, that knowledge 
came through inspiration from spirits— not that spirits were 

i obliged to come to earth to gain knowledge. These, and 
various other items of a similar kind, should induce those 

, who insist upon pinning their faith upon mediumistic utter­
ances, to inquire which, is the most reliable,— the inspirations 
of young, untutored minds, which like tablets of virgin wax, 
are free from the lines of previous impressions, and ready to 
receive whatever the new and original ideality of the spirit 
would care to communicate : or the vague opinions which 
float in the air around the atmosphere of every new reform, 
and from time to time find lodgment in the minds of those 
psychologic subjects who are susceptible of impressions from 
any source— mundane or spiritual.

Again : which should the seekers for truth rely ©n,— the 
fantastic theories of a few, whose present teachings are 
antagonistic to their former utterances, or the world-wide 
realm of intelligence which has distinguished and character­
ized the communications of tens of thousands of spirits 
during the earlier years of the great American outpouring ? 
What one can make out from the vague, incoherent, and 
inconsistent theories of the Ke-incarnationists, is not very 
likely to make many converts to their doctrines, nor to em­
barrass, for any great length of time, the unity and proficiency 
of the spiritual movement; still most propagandists of an idea 
are enthusiasts, whom it may not be possible, even if it were 
necessary, to convert from error. Such was Allan Kardec,

; such do I firmly believe to be .Miss Anna Blackwell. Both 
: undoubtedly were, and are sincere ; and all who are candid 
j seekers for truth are not only justified in analyzing their 

doctrines, hut in doing so, set an example which not a few of 
the fossiles of conservatism would do well to imitate.

Having done so myself and found the theory of Re-incarna- 
tion, to my apprehension, as well as that of hundreds perhaps 
thousands of others, a doctrine more loathsome, horrible, and 
repulsive than even annihilation itself, I, and thone who think 
with me naturally begin to sift the evidences of its truth, and 
finding them theoretical merely, would gladly dismiss them 
all together as the unquiet dream of a fevered sleep, did we 
not find the hateful shadow thrown across the very path 
whose radiance has so lately beamed out upon our darkened 
way, from the sun of spiritual revelation. To disprove the 
doctrine of Ke-i©carnation, however, it does not seem neces­
sary to sound its shallows, nor analyze its .fallacies. Its chief 
enemy is Spiritualism— that is, Spiritualism properly under­
stood, and its facts carefully separated from the theories of 

, its adherents.
Before I close I shall ask permission to add a few citations 

from some of those records which, as being the first we have 
I received from the spirit world in this generation, and coming 
; when our minds were utterly unbiased, in fact, in -total igne- 
i ranee of the spirit world altogether, or even what a spirit 

truly was, may be taken as of far more value than our present 
heterogeneous mass of revelation given on the authority of 

! “ thus saith the spirit” and uttered by those, who having grown 
familiar with spiritual things, think they can venture to inter- 

, polate where once they feared to tread.
In *1848, M. Alphonse Cahagnet published a work entitled 

“ The Celestial Telegraph, or Secrets of the Life to Come, * 
being a series of revelations given through several excellent 
somnambulists, whom M. Cahagnet magnetized for medical 
purposes, but with no view of obtaining the wonderful and 
startling intelligence which his subjects in the magnetic state 
volunteered.

M. Cahagnet's testimony is all the more reliable as he 
entered upon his work as a magnetizer with no preconceived 
ideas of spiritual existence, nor the slightest expectation of 
receiving the astounding views of spirit life which his “ Ecsta- 
tics” communicated. All was new to him, and original with 
them. They often manifested in the presence of the most 
distinguished and learned visitors. They were tested severely y. 
far more than any of our media in the present day, ami while 
describing the spirits of deceased persons in such vivid terms 
and with such correct minutiae, as to convince every investi­
gator of the truth of what -they discredited, they also gave 
an abundance of detail concerning the life of the spirit, the
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spheres of spiritual existence, the scenery, houses, occupation, 
and destiny of the human soul, the nature of God, See.

In all these descriptions, not one word of Re-incarnation is 
ever hinted a t ; on the contrary, when believers, or possibly 
mere questioners on that subject, asked the communicating 
spirits whether it was a truth, or if the soul was ever again 
reborn in mortal da)*, the answer of e v e r y  s p i r i t  through 
every somnambulist, was invariably and emphatically in the 
negative. Some spirits, and especially those who had been 
for centuries in the spheres, or “ in Heaven,” (as the phrase 
went), laughed at the idra of Re incarnation, argued against 
its possibility, and wondered why mortals would cherish such 
a ridiculous and unnatural theory. Like the great majority of 
the spirits who have subsequently communicated in the 
American outpouring, the intelligence, through Cahagnets’ 
Ecstatics, taught that all knowledge came from^the spheres of 
spirit life through inspfration; that progress was amply pro­
vided for in the spheres, and could be far better ultimated 
there, than on earth.

Not to elaborate farther on this one point of testimony, let 
us recall the teachings of Dr. Justinus Kerner's Ecstatics and 
we shall find them exactly tb th e ^ m e  purpose. Similar 
views are propounded through the inspirations of Madame 
Hauffe, the celebrated Seeress of Frevorst, and lastly, when 
the spirits in America gave their first communications, and 
that to the most receptive, unbiased, and therefore reliable 
media of the day,— they taught universally, one mortal life 
and death for a ll; progress through the spirit spheres even 
for the very lowest and most degraded of souls. They fre­
quently brought spirits to circles for teaching, and with a view 
of aiding them to progress. They constantly related the 
results of these progressions, and gladdened our hearts with 
narratives of progressive lives in which the spirits were 
represented as having undergone ages of experience in the 
spirit spheres, before the consummation of purification and 
happiness could be attained.

Let it be remembered that in our first communications with 
spirits we were far more critical in demanding tests and 
analyzing evidence than we are at present. Without citing 
farther authority, therefore, we who are Spiritualists, have 
the right to assume that Modern Spiritualism in^ts purest, 
most demonstrable and reliable phases, is a complete refuta. 
tion of the assumptions of the Re-incarnationists, and without 
applying the scalpel knife of criticism to the many fallacies 
they teach, it is enough to say they pretend that the spirits 
know nothing and can learn nothing in the spheres, and have 
to be born again on earth to gain knowledge no less than to 
achieve happiness, that their temporary residences in spirit 
life are passed in spheres of erracticity or wandering, where 
A hey only know enemgh to learn they must he horn again 
before they can advance one step farther. Comment on such 
a theory as this, in the light of our modern spiritual revela­
tion is unnecessary.

It is almost humiliating to think that such stulf shall be put 
forth among our spiritual literature, enunciated from spiritual 
rostrums, and remain uncontradicted by writers on the spirit­
ual philosophy, for fear of offending somebody, or stepping 
on some eminent Spiritualist's favorite corn. The history of 
•civilization is the history of Inspiration. Poetry, painting, 
music, sculpture, the martyrs of religious history, the heroes 
o f  national history, all providential lives owe their genius, 
beauty, and strength to the light of Inspiration ; and when 
inspiration comes from the earth to the spirit world, instead 
o f  from the spirit world to the earth, we may believe that the 
aun of our solar system derives his resplendent beams from 
the shimmer of our street gas lamps, and borrows the flicker 
o f  earth’s tallow candles to feed the immensity of his realms 
o f  flaming glory!

In some future article I shall revert to this subject as an 
additional evidence of the folly— nay, the manifest injury—  
which Spiritualists perpetrate when they suffer their great 
and glorious revelation to be drifted about by the winds of 
idle, theoretical speculation ; and that for fear the sovereign 
individuality of some great I, should be hurt by the presump­
tion that Spiritualism needs any other definition or limit than 
his or her opinion. Already we have seen every folly under 
the sun, evei) vice and rude obscenity, thrust before the com­
munity under the garb of that Spiritualism which should be 
synonymous with purity ; and now we are to see it mistaken

for a mass of stuff more abhorent in many of its teaching 
than the demonic theories of Calvinism. Is it not time that 
we should begin to understand what Spiritualism is not, as 
well as what it is? Hasten true Spiritualists to the rescue, if 
you would be found worthy of the high and exalted privilege 
of ranking as soldiers in that army which does battle against 
folly, fanatacism, vice, and error, with the sword of Truth 
forged in Heaven, and lent by angels to mortals in the shape 
of Spiritualism.

P h e n o m e n a l .

A S IT T IN G  W ITH  MRS. TH A Y E R . 
k. A nthony H iggins, jr., of whose ability and sincerity 
as an investigator Spiritualists need no assurance, has 

made the amende honorable in the cause of Mrs. Thayer, the 
‘ flower-medium.” About a year ago he threw discredit on 
her manifestations, but recently ‘the severe logic of the 
birch-rod of facts” has convinced him that in this he did her 
injustice. On the 9th instant he attended a sitting of the 
results of which he says: .

Flowers, roots, mosses, mould mixed with clay, angle worms 
and insects came upon the table : and said table was literally 
covered with fresh and dewy products of Flora, among them 
being many rarities. They seemed thrown from all directions, 
and struck the table with considerable force. One branch of 
flr struck me a ta Donnybrook. It weighed at least between 

1 two and three pounds. My mental order for a rose-bush and 
roots was responded to by the mysterious agent at work. 
The amount of material on the table at the end of the sitting 
caused M rs. Thayer to exclaim : "That’s quite a load for one 

, woman.”
Whoever or whatever it is that commits petty larceny on 

i the florists of Boston and suburbs, 1 am satisfied—thongh 
not applying the crucial-test of Storer, Wetherbee et ah— 
that Mrs. Thayer does not either through• herself or con­
federates introduce or in anyway assist, save as a medium, 
in the production of flowers and plants at her remarkable 

1 seances.
Having doubted the lady's honesty I take this method of 

j  apologizing for an error of judgment and thank her for her 
courtesy, forbearance^uid unexpected kindness.

T H E  N E W  SO U TH ERN  M EDIUM .

Dr. Benj. F. S heet all, a native of Savannah and belong­
ing to one of the best known families of Georgia, is the 

gentleman of whose “ impromptu mediumship” we recently 
gave some account. A  correspondent of the Banner gives 
the following account of a sitting with the medium on the 
evening of April 4th.

The cabinet was examined by the audience, who pronounced 
| it to be all right. The Doctor was then bound with ropes, his 

wrists were bed behind his back, and his arms also tied firmly. 
The gentleman who tied the Doctor is an old sailor, having 
followed the sea for fifteen years. He consumed twenty-two 
minutes in tying. The door of the cabinet was then closed, 
and in fifty-eight seconds the ropes were thrown out of the 
cabinet, and tne medium walked out free.

The ropes were put back into the cabineL the cahinet door 
closed, and in the short time of ten seconds— the door being 
re-opened— we found the medium firmly tied, hands under the 
chair, and feet to the spokes of the chair. The door was again 
closed, and the medium walked out free in the remarkable 
time of seven seconds. He returned into the cabinet and 
was tied in at least twenty different positions is about two 
minutes. The medium was tied down to a chair and the 
knots sealed with the private signet of one of the audience, 

j Your correspondent was requested to go into the cabinet 
which 1 did, when to my great surprise, the medium's coat 
was immediately placed on me and mine on him.

My right wrist was now handcuffed to the medium’s left, 
and my left to his right; we then entered the cabinet together, 
and in about ten seconds the handcuffs fell oft the medium, 
and vet he did not move, neither did 1 hear a sound.

Chains were next placed on the medium locked with seven 
padlocks, and the handcuffs ran through the chains, and both 
of his hands were handcuffed. We then searched the medi­
um (at his own request), but not a key could we find. We 
then formed a circle around him but d'ld not have to sit long, 
for in one minute we heard handcuffs, locks, and chaws fall 
upon the floor. We carefully examined them all, but they 
were all unlocked and the medium free. 1 brought with me 

I a solid iron ring, which 1 proposed for the medium to ask the 
; spirits to place on his aim while 1 held his hand He coo- 
I sented to make the trial, and ia two minutes from the time 1
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made the proposition the ring was on his arm, and I holding 
his hand all the while. How this was done is beyond |ny 
comprehension, but it was done, and well done too. T’he 
Doctor is then firmly tied, hands behind his back, and a hand­
kerchief placed over his mouth, so that it is impossible for 
him to write. A common school slate is placed on his lap, 
with a pencil one-sixteenth of an inch long; in this manner 
sealed letters and mental questions are answered.

A  coat was then placed upon the Doctor, and sewed up at 
the neck, sleeves, and also under his legs, so as to make it 
impossible to remove it without breaking the stitches; yet the 
coat was removed in twelve seconds, and then replaced on 
him in six seconds, the stitches undisturbed and unbroken.

The next and last phenomenon was the materialization of 
hands. The Doctor was securely tied— hands, arms, and feet 
— to a chair, when instantly four materialized hands appeared 
at the aperture. The door being opened, the medium was 
found bound as before, and the knots undisturbed.

In conclusion I would state that Dr. Sheftall does not give 
seances for the general public or for money, but has several 
scientists investigating the phenomena, and has given every 
opportunity to them and others to investigate ; he allows any 
one to enter the cabinet with him, who expresses a wish or 
desire so to do. d

U NION AM ONG  S P IR IT U A L IS T S .

The Boston Spiritualist's* Union, met at Rochester Hall, 
Sunday afternoon pursuant to call on a recommendation 

from the Board of Managers that the Association merge its 
existence into that of the Spiritual Institute. After hearing 
the report of the Secretary and Treasurcr, the following res­
olutions were offered and adopted

Whereas : Many of the members of the Boston Spiritualist's 
Union arc members of the American Spiritual Institute, there­
by dividing an interest that had best be centred on one j 
organization, and

Whereas: The American Spiritual I nstitute is organized 
for the same purposes as that for which the Union now 
exists,—

Resolved: That the Union hereby dissolved as an organ­
ization, and tender its sympathies and encouragement to the 
American Spiritual Institute its plans and purposes.

Resolved: That the funds in the hands of the Treasurers 
of the Boston Spiritualist’s Union be voted to the American 
Spiritual Institute, provided they accept it as a donation for 
the special purpose of providing muuc for the meetings of 
the Institute under the direction of the Board of Managers, 
and that it be expended in no other direction than this.

The Union has about ninety dollars which will go to the 
American Spiritual Institute, under the above provisions 
The Union will hold its evening meetings until the close of 
the present month.

S P IR IT U A LISM  A T  T H E  C E N T E N N IA L .
The Committee of the Spanish spiritual Society, Madrid, 

Spain, have prepared a circular in Spanish, French, and Eng­
lish, and sent them broadcast for the purposes mentioned 
below. The English version is rather defective ; the follow, 
ing is a correct translation :

The great International Exhibition of Philadelphia in 1876, 
calls for united efforts for the improvement of the physical, 
intellectual, and moral condition of man. Among these efforts 
there is none at the present day so powerful and efficient as 
that srhich Spiritualism offers, and for that reason we consider 
that we answer the call of duty, of reason, and of necessity, 
in having Spiritualism there exhibited in all its providential 
development and under all its phases for the instruction and 
enlightenment of the human race. And in order to ensure 
Spiritualism the rank which belongs to it, from its importance 
and from the influence which it exerts and promises to exert 
in the world, the efforts, activity, and co operation of all the 
Spiritualists of the globe are necessary.

Inffuenced by this idea, we take the liberty of calling your 
attention to this subject, sure that if we can realize our 
project, according to our conception, it will afford great and 
transcendent triumphs for the Truth which we defend. J

The moment has arrived for organizing ourselves so as to 
combine with unity of doctrine, unity of instruction.

We should present to this generation, hungering for truth 
and aspiring to gigantic enterprises in order to improve and 
■ meliorate life— amid its manufactures and machinery, its 
productions of art, and of intelligence— this Truth for its 
meditation ; revealing our communications with the invisible 

’  , full of hope for the future, full of bright promises for

work, for virtue and for knowledge; we will exhibit our books, 
pamphlets, and journals, under which the press is teeming 
throughout the world : we will urge the co-operation of all the 
great mediums and orators, and we will spread the light as 
light ought to be spread— raising it aloft where it will shine 
brightly, and where all may see it

For the accomplishment of this object and in order to 
adequately realize our idea, we have already addressed our­
selves to the Spiritualists of Philadelphia, with whom all 
initiatory action should originate, and we purpose calling upon 
all the Spiritualist societies, to second our proposal to march 
united to the great meeting to which we are summoned by the 
superior intelligences which from other worlds and other 
spheres, are watching over the moral and intellectual progress 
of the planet we inhabit.

The committee of this society, appointed to promote the 
Spanish cooperation in the Spiritualist Exhibition, earnestly 
beseeches 4-eir fellow-countrymen to receive this idea with a 
zealous welcome, so that in our united strength we may ex­
hibit in Philadelphia the progress already made by the 
sublime and consoling truth which at present offers the most 
powerful impulse in the physical, intellectual, and moral 
improvement of humanity. *■

In God's name, for Charity and for Science, Madrid, 31 
March, 1875.— Viscount Torres-Solanot.— Manuel Corchado. 
— Dr. Huelbes Temprado.— Guillermo Martorell.— Daniel 
Suarez.— Francisco Migueles.— Pablo Gonzalvo.—  Sanchez 
Escribano.— Eugenio Couillaut.— Jose Agramonte.

From the New York Deity Graphic.

W A L L A C E  A N D  S P IR IT U A L ISM .
It having been asserted that Mr. Alfred R. Wallace, the 

eminent English scientist, had withdrawn himself from the 
Spiritualistic movement, I am fortunately able to prove the 
contrary. The following extracts from a letter just received 
by me attest his continued interest in the subject:

T he Dell, Grays, Essex, May a, 1875.
Colonel H. S. O/cott :

I have to thank you for the honor you have done me in 
dedicating to me, jointly with my friend Mr. Crookes, the 
interesting record of your investigations. I have read it with 
very great pleasure, and only wish it could have as large a 
circulation in this country as it deserves. Its fair and impar­
tial spirit, as well as its great literary merits, would greatly 
aid in that reaction of modern thought against modern mate­
rialism which is becoming every day more evident. I have 
myself seen nothing half so wonderful or perhaps half so 
convincing as you have seen, and 1 think you under-rate the 
value of your investigations at the Eddys’ when you infer 
almost to the last that they might be imposters to some extent, 
and that anything is wanting to make the evidence conclusive. 
Whatever was wanting, however, is fully supplied in the case 
of Mrs. Holmes, and the one case supports the other. • • • 
Hoping that you may have further opportunities of investigat­
ing and popularizing this important subject.

Yours faithfully, A lfred  R. W a lla c e .
The opportunity hoped for by my distinguished correspond, 

ent will be afforded in the organization of the “ Miracle Club.”
Henry S. Olcott.

JIO TES AND JSdTICEg.

F riends in the various parts of the country will oblige the 
editor by forwarding to him newspapers issued in their respec­
tive localities that may happen to contain any matter likely to 
prove interesting to Spiritualists, or in which statements may 
have appeared of an incorrect character— a very common oc­
currence— regarding Spiritualism. The paragraphs to which 
attention is called should be marked to save trouble.

Let  seven harmonious minds form a circle in their desire to 
obtain the higher knowledge of spirit-life ; when this is deter­
mined, appoint a Secretary to record the communications 
given, and it will be found that there are seven attendant 
spirits whose names will be given ; these names will reveal 
the character and quality of the controling spirits who are 
representatives of some human quality of intelligence and 
affection. If those who are seeking interior truths relating to 
the human spirit will adopt this course, they will be ricnly 
rewarded— so says an English writer.

Mr. J. J. Morse may be addressed during May, care of E 
| R. Whiting, No. 95 Dixwell Avenue, New Haven, Coon,
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Important to Spiritualist*.

j f j . H E  spiritual movement resembles 
every other in this respect: that 
its growth is the work of time, and 

its refinement and solidification the result 
of causes working from within outward. 
The twenty-seven years which have 
elapsed since the rappings were first heard 
in Western New York, have not merely 
created a vast body of spiritualists, but 
moreover stimulated a large and constantly 
increasing number of superior minds into 
a desire and ability to grasp the laws which 
lie back of the phenomena themselves.

tions, is entitled to a copy for himself based on the demonstrated fact, that 
w ithout extra charge. Subscriptions may man survives the dissolution of tbe 
be made through any respectable agen< y. physical body, and that there is an inter 
or by direct communication with the editor change of tnoi
E .  G E R R Y  B R O W N  
Boston. Mass.

fcor the Committee o f  Seven, 
B r o t h e r h o o d  o f  L u x o r

change of thoughts and affections be- 
ttt Exchange Street, tween a vast spirit-world and the inhabi 

tants of our planet, ought to awaken 
enthusiasm and prompt to a generous
giving for the spread of so inspiring a
truth.

Many of our Spiritualists, especially 
those in our smaller cities, attend no 
church or Sabbath meeting and contn 
bute nothing of their means for any spirit

iti*t iKdtturull April a?. il-j.
fr o m  L u x o r .

I st il  the present time these advanced 
thinkers have had no special organ for the 
interchange of opinions. The leading 
spiritual papers are of necessity com­
pelled to devote most of their space to 
communications of a trivial and purely 
personal character, which are interesting 
only to the friends of the spirits sending 
them, and to such as are just beginning 
to give attention to the subject. In 
England the London Spiritualist, and in 
France the Revue Spirite, present to us 
examples of the kind of paper that should 
have been established in this country 
long ago —  papers which devote more 
space to the discussion of principles, the 
teaching of philosophy, and the display of 
conservative critical ability, than to the 
mere publication of the thousand and 
one minor occurences of private and 
public circles.

It is the standing reproach of American 
Spiritualism that it teaches so few things 
worthy of a thoughtful man's attention; 
that so few of its phenomena occur 
under conditions satisfactory to men of 
scientific training; that the propagation 
o f its doctrines is in the hands of so 
many ignorant, if not positively vicious, 
persons ; and that it oners, in exchange 
for the orderly arrangements of prevailing 
religious creeds, nothing but an undigested 
system of present and future moral and 
social relations and accountability.

T he best thoughts of our best minds 
have heretofore been confined to volumes 
whose price has, in most instances, placed 
them beyond the reach of the masses, 
who most needed to be familiar with them. 
To remedy this evil, to bring our authors 
into familar intercourse with the great 
body of spiritualists, to create an organ 
upon which we may safely count to lead 
us in our fight with old superstitions and 
mouldy creeds a few earnest spiritualists 
have now united.

I nstead  of undertaking the doubtful 
and costly experiment of starting a 
new paper, they have selected the 
Spiritual Scientist, of Boston, as the 
organ of this new movement. Its intel­
ligent management up to the present 
time, by Mr. E. G erry Brown, and the 
commendable tone that he has given to 
its columns, make comparatively easy the 
task of securing the co-operation of the 
writers whose names will be a guarantee 
of its brilliant success. Although the 
object has been agitated only about three 
weeks, the Committee have already 
received promises from several of our 
best known authors to write for the paper, 

• and upon the strength of those assurances 
many subscriptions have been sent in 
from different cities. The movement is 
not intended to undermine or destroy any 
of the existing spiritualistic journals: 
there is room for all, and patronage for all.

From the Spiritual Sciei
A  M esw igt1

' F hk readers of the Scientist will be 
1 no more surprised to read the circular 

which appears on our first page than we

* ias^0*1*
Who"may"be oJr unknown friends^fthe ouKht freely to give, exempted as they

___.1 c ______ m__ ■_________  arr )

__ it never occur to such person, that a trifle
were to receive the same by post, since contributed to the supportof our spiritual 
the appearance of our last number, journals would be no more than what they

“Committee of Seven,” we do not know, 
nor who the “ Brotherhood of Luxor,” 
but we do know that we are most thank­
ful for this proof of their interest, and 
shall try to deserve its continuance.

Can anyone tell us anything of such a 
fraternity as the above ? And what 
Luxor is meant? Is it the ancient city 
of that name, whose majestic ruins, afford 
but a faint idea of the splendor of its 
prime? Once a metropolis whose smallest 
public building must have eclipsed in size 
any of modern times, it is now a desolate 
waste, guarded only by a handful of Arabs,

Of the large number of Spiritualists 
in the United States there surely must 
l>€ at least two hundred thousand who 
have the leisure, the intelligence, and 
the means, that should invite them to 
the support of the American Spiritual 
Press. There are now only three jour 
nals in thmeountry, which can be said to 
be active representatives of Spiritualism 
There is the “ Banner of Light,** the 
oldest and, we believe, the most widely 
circulated. But it has some peculiar 
features, which, though they may suit the

whose Hocks graze the avenues that in majority of readers, are not wanted by 
past ages glittered with wealth, and who the scholarly inquirers who look simply 
dare not enter it bv right for fear of the f°r spiritual facts and information. It
A ftites% or unprogressed spirits; who 
Hit with noiseless footsteps through the 
deserted passages and chambers under­
ground. Travellers tell us of grand 
rooms in the temples the walls of which 
are ablaze with frescoes of quaint device 
which looks as fresh as if the paint were 
laid on but yesterday. Can it be that

probably 
This too i

gives long stories, and devotes much 
space to unconfirmed spirit messages. 
Then there is “ The Religio Philosoph 
ical Journal,” largely given to advertise­
ments, records of meetings, lists of 
lecturers, accounts of seances, & c ; it 

has the largest circulation 
upplies undoubtedly a want, 

shade* of the departed Magi, banded j and commends itself to many inquirers, 
together into a Council, meet there to , We have no wish to detract from the 
rule the spiritual destinies of mankind ?, merit or the subscription-list of either of 

It is time that some Power, terrestrial these well-known journals They hare 
or supernal, came to our aid, for after done valiant service for the cause when 
twenty-seven years of spiritual manifests- there were few to speak for it, and there 
tions, we Ifnow next to nothing about the i* a large and increasing class to whose 
laws of their occurence. Have we learn; wants they are skilfully adapted, 
aught concerning mediumship, its cause. But the “ Spiritual Scientist,” the 
its perils, its possibilities, its advantages.’ youngest of the three, addresses itself 
Have we examples of the co-operation of more especially to that class of invest! 
spirits with mortals upon equal terms, or ! gators who want no miscellaneous or 
the subserviency of the latter to the extraneous matter mixed up with the 
former, as in some cases is meet and one subject of Spiritualism. It aims to 
proper? Mediumship in our day seems give the p>tk of the spiritual news of the 
to be synonymous with Slavery, and it j  day, to avoid long-winded discussion, 
really appears as if the medium class had works of fiction, lengthy reports, Ac., and 
had no rights that their invisible mastesr to present, as far as possible, the purely 
were bound to respect. scientific aspect of the great movement

We cannot help regarding this as an pregnant with such important resulis for 
evil of magnitude, and if we could only | the future.

We believe there is a place for such a 
journal, and we hope there are many 
subscribers to both the other spiritual 
weeklies, who without dropping them, 
will find it not too heavy a tax to add to 
their list the “Spiritual Scientist.” The 
three together would not coat ten dollars 

blessed day for us when the order shall a year, and surely that is an insignificant 
be, S it Ll'x. sum for a family to pay for that part of

_____  I its instruction which pertains to the great
From the Sp»ntu»I Sticoiut, iKriilon.il, M .)  is , i*ry ! truths that point us to the survival of 

A, H in t to  S p i r i t u a l i s t s .  relatives and fiiends in a life beyond the
If a knowledge of facts ought to make

a man earnest in the proclamation of the ,° mn lratr^ ‘1,T S « rfy
truth which he has attained to. then t* r" . f?r *
surelv an intelligent Spiritualist ought to *  bT m,U“ " s " ,l1-lr0° L ^
‘eel privileged in doing what he can for '» * ^*"*7 !* *
the spread of our chef ring evangel. If " *
the members of religious sect, give Rcnerally to do what they can afford to 

- •  - - - • 1 do, to make our jow m l i  > » c c m ____

be satisfied that the appearance of this 
mysterious circular is an indication that the 
the Eastern spiritualistic fraternity is about 
to lift the veil that has so long hid the 
Temple from our view, we in common 
with all other friends of the cause would 
hail the event with joy. It will be a

I he price of the Spiritual Scientist, 
is $2 so per annum, postage Included.
A person sending five yerny i>scrip- ] truth of S,

oftentimes nearly a tithe of their incomes 
to the suoport oi their various churches, 
surely, the sincere Spiritualist ought to 
emulate their liberality so far as to con­
tribute something to* that invisible but 
grand church Cathcl c which is to be 
found in the communion of those minds 
that recognize the great fundamental

«m. Surely a faith
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made the proposition the ring was on his arm, and I holding 
his hand all the while. How this was done is beyond my 
comprehension, but it was done, and well done too. ghe 
Doctor is then firmly tied, hands behind his back, and a hand­
kerchief placed over his mouth, so that it is impossible for 
him to write. A common school slate is placed on his lap, 
with a pencil one-sixteenth of an inch long: in this manner 
sealed letters and mental questions are answered.

A coat was then placed upon the Doctor, and sewed up at 
the oeck, sleeves, and also under his legs, so as to make It 
impossible to remove it without breaking the stitches ; yet the 
coat was removed in twelve seconds, and then replaced on 
him in six seconds, the stitches undisturbed and unbroken.

The next and last phenomenon was the materialization of 
hands. The Doctor was securely tied— hands, arms, and feet 
— to a chair, when instantly four materialized hands appeared 
at the aperture. The door being opened, the medium was 
found bound as before, and the knots undisturbed.

In conclusion I would state that Dr. Sheftall does not give 
seances for the general public or for money, but has several 
scientists investigating the phenomena, and has given every 
opportunity to them and others to investigate; he allows any­
one to enter the cabinet with him, who expresses a wish or 
desire so to do. *

U N IO N  AM ONG  S P IR IT U A L IS T S .

Th e  Boston Spiritualist’s* Union, met at Rochester Hall, 
Sunday afternoon pursuant to call on a recommendation 

from the Board of Managers that the Association merge its 
existence into that of the Spiritual Institute. After hearing 
the report of the Secretary and Treasurer, the following res­
olutions were offered and adopted :—

U'Jurtas : Many of the members of the Boston Spiritualist's j 
Union are members of the American Spiritual Institute, there­
by dividing an interest that had best be centred on one j 
organization, and

H’hareas: The American Spiritual Institute is organized 
for the same purposes as that for which the Union now 
exists,—

Jit soli'tti: That the Union hereby dissolved as an organ­
ization, and tender its sympathies and encouragement tu the 
American Spiritual Institute its plans and purposes.

RtsoJ'vtd That the funds in the hands of the Treasurers 
of the Boston Spiritualist’s Union be voted to the American 
Spiritual I nstitute, provided they accept it as a donation for 
the special purpose of providing mude for the meetings of 
the Institute under the direction of the Board of Managers, 
and that it be expended in no other direction than this.

The Union has about ninety dollars which will go to the 
American Spiritual Institute, under the above provisions. 
The Union will hold its evening meetings until the close of 
the present month.

S P IR IT U A L ISM  A T  T H E  C E N T E N N IA L .
The Committee of the Spanish spiritual Society, Madrid, 

Spain, have prepared a circular in Spanish, French, and Eng­
lish, and sent them broadcast for the purposes mentioned 
beiow. The English version is rather defective ; the follow, 
ing is a correct translation :

The great International Exhibition of Philadelphia in 1876, 
calls for united efforts for the improvement of the physical, 
intellectual, and moral condition of man. Among these efforts 
there is none at the present day so powerful and efficient as 
that which Spiritualism offers, and for that reason we consider 
that we answer the call of duty, of reason, and of necessity, 
in having Spiritualism there exhibited in all its providential 
development and under all its phases for the instruction and 
enlightenment of the human race. And in order to ensure 
Spiritualism the rank which belongs to it, from its importance 
and from the influence which it exerts and promises to exert 
in the world, the efforts, activity, and co operation of all the 
Spiritualists of the globe are necessary.

Influenced by this idea, we take the liberty of calling your 
attention to this subject, sure that if we can realize our 
project, according to our conception, it will afford great and 
transcendent triumphs for the Truth which we defend.]

The moment has arrived for organizing ourselves so as to 
combine with unity of doctrine, unity of instruction.

We should present to this generation, hungering for truth 
and aspiring to gigantic enterprises in order to improve and 
am eliorate life— amid its manufactures and m illinery, its 
product lo ss  of art, and of intelligence— this Truth for its 
m editation : revealing our communications with the invisible 
world, full of hope for the future, full of bright promises for

work, for virtue and for knowledge; we will exhibit our books, 
pamphlets, and journals, under which the press is teeming 
throughout the world : we will urge the co-operation of all the 
great mediums and orators, and we will spread the light as 
light ought to be spread— raising it aloft where it will shine 
brightly, and where all may see it.

For the accomplishment of this object and in order to 
adequately realize our idea, we have already addressed our­
selves to the Spiritualists of Philadelphia, with whom all 
initiatory action should originate, and we purpose calling upon 
all the Spiritualist societies, to second our proposal to march 
united to the great meeting to which we are summoned by the 
superior intelligences which from other worlds and other 
spheres, are watching over the moral and intellectual progress 
of the planet we inhabit.

The committee of this society, appointed to promote the 
Spanish co-operation in the Spiritualist Exhibition, earnestly 
beseeches t*.eir fellow-countrymen to receive this idea with a 
zealous welcome, so that in our united strength we may ex­
hibit in Philadelphia the progress already made by the 
sublime and consoling truth which at prosent offers the most 
powerful impulse in the physical, intellectual, and moral 
improvement of humanity. *-

In God’s name, for Charity and for Science, Madrid, 31 
March, 1875.— Viscount Torres-Solanot.— Manuel Corchado. 
— Dr. Huelbes Temprado.— Guillermo Martorell.— Daniel 
Suarez.— Francisco Migueles.— Pablo Gonzalvo.—  Sanchez 
Escribano.— Eugenio Couillaut.— Jose Agramonte.

From the New York Daily Graphic.

W A L L A C E  A N D  S P IR IT U A LISM .
It having been asserted that Mr. Alfred R. Wallace, the 

eminent English scientist, had withdrawn himself from the 
Spiritualistic movement, I am fortunately able to prove the 
contrary. The following extracts from a letter just received 
by me attest his continued interest in the subject:

The Dell, Grays, Essex, May 2, 1875.
Colonel H. S. Otcott:

1 have to thank you for the honor you have done me itz 
dedicating to me, jointly with my friend Mr. Crookes, the 
interesting record of your investigations. I have read it with 
very great pleasure, and only wish it could have as large a 
circulation in this country as ft deserves. Its fair and impar­
tial spirit, as well as its great literary merits, would greatly 
aid in that reaction of modern thought against modern mate­
rialism which is becoming every day more evident. 1 have 
myself seen nothing half so wonderful or perhaps half so 

I convincing as you have seen, and I think you under-rate the 
value of your investigations at the Eddys’ when you infer 
almost to the last that they might be imposters to some extent, 
and that anything is wanting to make the evidence conclusive. 
Whatever was wanting, however, is fully supplied in the case 
of Mrs. Holmes, and the one case supports the other. • •  • 
Hoping that you may have further opportunities of investigat­
ing and popularizing this important subject.

Yours faithfully, A lfred  R. W a lla c e .
The opportunity hoped for by my distinguished correspond­

ent will be afforded in the organization of the “ Miracle Club.”
Henry S. Olcott.

J I o t e s  a n d  N o t i c e s .

F riends in the various parts of the country will oblige the 
editor by forwarding to him newspapers issued in their respec­
tive localities that mav happen to contain any matter likely to 
prove interesting to Spiritualists, or in which statements may 
have appeared of an incorrect character— a very common oc­
currence— regarding Spiritualism. The paragraphs to which 
attention is called should be marked to save trouble.

Let  seven harmonious minds form a circle in their desire to 
obtain the higher knowledge of spirit-life ; when this is deter­
mined, appoint a Secretary to record the communications 
given, and it will be found that there are seven attendant 
spirits whose names will be given ; these names will reveal 
the character and quality of the controling spirits who are 
representatives of some human quality of intelligence and 
affection. If those who are seeking interior truths relating to 
the human spirit will adopt this course, they will be richly 
rewarded— so says an English writer.

Mr. J. J. Morse may be addressed during May, care of E
R. Whiting, No. 9$ Dixwell Avenue, New Haven, Conn,
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Important to SpiritualintH.

jV j.H K  spiritual movement resembles 
every other in this respect: that 
its growth is the work of time, and 

its refinement and solidification the result 
of causes working from within outward. 
The twenty-seven years which have 
elapsed since the rapplngs were first heard 
in Western New York, have not merely 
created a vast body of spiritualists, but 
moreover stimulated a large and constantly 
increasing number of superior minds into 
a desire and ability to grasp the laws which 
lie back of the phenomena themselves.

U  n t i l  the present time these advanced 
thinkers have had no special organ for the 
interchange of opinions. The leading 
spiritual papers are of necessity com­
pelled to devote most of their space to 
communications of a trivial and purely 
personal character, which are interesting 
only to the friends of the spirits sending 
them, and to such as are just beginning 
to give attention to the subject. In 
Englend the London Spiritualist, and in 
France the Revue Spinte, present to us 
examples of the kind of paper that should 
have been established in this country 
long ago —  papers which devote more 
space to the discussion of principles, the 
teaching of philosophy, and the display of 
conservative critical ability, than to the 
mere publication of the thousand and 
one minor occurences of private and 
public circles.

It is the standing reproach of American 
Spiritualism that it teaches so few things 
worthy of a thoughtful man's attention; 
that so few of its phenomena occur 
under conditions satisfactory to men of 
scientific training; that the propagation 
o f its doctrines is in the hands of so 
many ignorant, if not positively vicious, 
persons ; and that it otters, in exchange 
tor the orderly arrangements of prevailing 
religious creeds, nothing but an undigested 
system of present and future moral and 
social relations and accountability.

T he best thoughts of our best minds 
have heretofore been confined to volumes 
whose price has, in most instances, placed 
them beyond the reach of the masses, 
who most needed to be familiar with them. 
To remedy this evil, to bring our authors 
into familar intercourse with the great 
body of spiritualists, to create an organ 
upon whicn we may safely count to lead 
us in our fight with old superstitions and 
mouldy creeds a few earnest spiritualists 
have now united.

Instead of undertaking the doubtful 
and costly experiment of starting a 
new paper, they have selected the 
Spiritual Scientist, of Boston, as the 
organ of this new movement. Its intel­
ligent management up to the present 
time, by Mr. E. Gerry Brown, and the 
commendable tone that he has given to 
its columns, make comparatively easy the 
task of securing the co-operation of the 
writers whose names will be a guarantee 
of its brilliant success. Although the 
object has been agitated only about three 
weeks, the Committee have already 
received promises from several of our 
best known authors to write for the paper,

• and upon the strength of those assurances 
many subscriptions have been sent in 
from different cities. The movement is 
not intended to undermine or destroy any 
of the existing spiritualistic journals: 
there is room for all, and patronage for all.

T he price of the Spiritual Scientist, 
is $2 ,o per annum, postage Included. 
A person sending five yerrly ' .inscrip­

tions, is entitled to a copy for himself 
without extra charge. Subscriptions may 
be made through any respectable agency, 
or by direct communication with the editor 
E. G k r r y  B r o w n , 18 Exchange Street, 
Boston. Mass.

Kor the Committee o f Seven, 
B r o t h e r h o o d  o f  L u x o r .

based on the 
man survives

demonstrated fact, tha» 
the dissolution of tb-

t r**»« the Spiritual Soeati^t ■ Kdi(>>tul> April » # i S-j

A Memiaffe from  L uxor.
' P hk readers of the Scientist will be 
1  no more surprised to read the circular 

which appears on our first page than we 
were to receive the same by post, since 
the appearance of our last number. 
Who may be our unknown friends of the 
“Committee of Seven,” we do not know, 
nor who the “ Brotherhood of Luxor,” 
but we do know that we are most thank­
ful for this proof of their interest, and 
shall try to deserve its continuance.

Can anyone tell us anything of such a 
fraternity as the above ? And what 
Luxor is meant? Is it the ancient city 
of that name, whose majestic ruins, afford 
but a faint idea of the splendor of its 
prime? Once a metropolis whose smallest 
public building must have eclipsed in size 
any of modern times, it is now a desolate 
waste, guarded only by a handful of Arabs, 
whose Hocks graze the avenues that in 
past ages glittered with wealth, and who 
dare not enter it by night for fear of the 
A ftites , or unprocessed spirits; who 
Hit with noiseless footsteps through the 
deserted passages and chambers under­
ground. Travellers tell us of grand 
rooms in the temples the walls of which 
are ablaze with frescoes of quaint device 
which looks as fresh as if the paint were 
laid on but yesterday. Can it be that 
shades of the departed Magi, banded 
together into a Council, meet there to 
rule the spiritual destinies of mankind ?

It is time that some Power, terrestrial 
or supernal, came to our aid, for after 
twenty-seven years of spiritual manifesta­
tions, we Itnow next to nothing about the 
laws of their occurence. Have we learnt 
aught concerning mediumship, its cause, 
its perils, its possibilities, its advantages? 
Have we examples of the co-operation of 
spirits with mortals upon eaual terms, or 
the subserviency of the latter to the 
former, as in some cases is meet and 
proper? Mediumship in our day seems 
to be synonymous with Slavery, and it i 
really appears as if the medium class had 
had no rights that their invisible mastesr 
were bound to respect.

We cannot help regarding this as an 
evil of magnitude, and if we could only | 
be satisfied that the appearance of this 
mysterious circular is an indication that the 
the Eastern spiritualistic fraternity is about 
to lift the veil that has so long hid the 
Temple from our view, we in common 
with all other friends of the cause would 
hail the event with joy. It will be a 
blessed day for us when the order shall 
be, S it Lux.

—
From the SptntM l Scientist, Fciitomh, Ma> ij ,  i»*v

A  H in t to  S p ir itu a lis t* .
If a knowledge of facts ought to make 

a man earnest in the proclamation of the 
truth which he has attained to, then 
surely an intelligent Spiritualist ought to 
'eel privileged in doing what he can for 
the spread of our cheering evangel. If 
the members of religioqs sects give 
oftentimes nearly a tithe of their incomes 
to the support ol their various churches, 
surely, the sincere Spiritualist ought to 
emulate their liberality so far as to con­
tribute something to' that invisible but 
grand church Cathcl c which is to be 
found in the communion of tho«e minds 
that recognize the great fundamental 
truth of Sr*. • am. Surely a faith

physical body, and that there is an inter 
change of tnoughts and affections be­
tween a vast spirit-world and the inhabi 
tants of our planet, ought to awaken 
enthusiasm and prompt to a generous 
giving for the spread of so inspiring a 
truth.

Many of our Spiritualists, especially 
those in our smaller cities, attend no 
church or Sabbath meeting and contn 
bute nothing of their means for any spirit 
ual cause or instruction whatever. Does 
it never occur to such persons that a trifie 
contributed to the support of our spiritual 
journals would be no more than what they 
ought freely to give, exempted as they 
are ?

Of the large number of Spiritualists 
in the I'nited States there surely must 
l>e at least two hundred thousand who 
have the leisure, the intelligence, and 
the means, that should invite them to 
the support of the American Spiritual 
Press. There are now only three jour 
nals in thmeountry, which can be said to 
be active representatives of Spiritualism 
There is the “ Banner of Light,”  the 
oldest and, we believe, the most widely 
circulated. But it has some peculiar 
features, which, though they may suit the 
majority of readers, are not wanted by 
the scholarly inquirers who look simply 
for spiritual facts and information. It 
gives long stories, and devotes much 
space to unconfirmed spirit messages. 
Then there id “ The Religio Philosoph 
ical Journal," largely given to advertise­
ments, records of meetings, lists of 
lecturers, accounts of seances, Ac; it 
probably has the largest circulation. 
This too supplies undoubtedly a want, 
and commends itself to many inquirers.

We have no wish to detract from the 
merit or the subscriptioa-list of either of 
these well-known journals. They have 
done valiant service for the cause when 
there were few to speak for it, and there 
is a large and increasing class to whose 
wants they are skilfully adapted.

But the “ Spiritual Scientist,” the 
youngest of the three, addresses itself 
more especially to that class of investi­
gators who want no miscellaneous or 
extraneous matter mixed up with the 
one subject of Spiritualism. It aims to 
give the pith of the spiritual news of the 
day, to avoid long-winded discussion, 
works of fiction, lengthy reports, dec., and 
to present, as far as possible, the purely 
scientific aspect of the great movement 
pregnant with such important results for 
the future.

We believe there is a place for such a 
journal, and we hope there are many 
subscribers to both the other spiritual 
weeklies, who without dropping them, 
will find it not too heavy a tax to add to 
their list the “ Spiritual Scientist” The 
three together would not cost ten dollars 
a year, and surely that is an insignificant 
sum for a familv to pay for that part of 
its instruction which pertains to the great 
truths that point us to the survival of
relatives and friends in a life bevowd the

f»rave, and impresses upon us the great 
esson of our own immortality. Surely

three organs for a cause that numbers 
its adherents by millions will not be 
thought too many in a country like ours. 
We confidently* appeal to Spiritualists 
generally to do what they can afford to 
oo, to make our journal a success. ___
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l  How To Form A Spirit Circle.
tr b calculated dtai an* ywM la every ntm 

aicit become t medium by observing  tk* propa com- 
btw a The thousands of Somtualists have, ia ■

o t  yrnfsm in ssl m edium *. E ve ry  
I m  ia d eed  a a  ** i a » a t n » t « , ” - i i  a a y  ba ai

Ladvaacwd ( U p  . and that all mot become ao. the 
awing oaaditione are presented aa thoa* under which 
the i k w o a i f  may at all ti a a  be ayoived.

Inquirers lata Spiritualism aboaid Weg‘« by *»»»■ € 
ifunt circlea ia (hair owe homes, with ao Spiritualist 
or prcfemioaal medium praerat. Should ao reaulta be 
abawaad oa the ft rat oocaaaoa. try again with ocher ait 
•era. One or More pers ona pommsiag madia I peer era 
without knowing it are to be found ia nearly every

I. Let the a e a  be o f  a comfortable temperature 
bat oooi rather than warm— let arrangement* be made 
that aobody ahall cuter it, and that there ahall be ao 
iocerrupooa (or oae hour dunag the sating of the ctr- 
da .

a. Let the circle consist of from th-ee or ft re  to too 
Individual*. about the tame number of aach sea. Sit 
reuod aa uncovered wooden table, with all the palms 
a f  the hands oa its lop surface. Whether the hands 
touch aach other ar aot ia usually o f ao importaaca. 
A  ay table will do, just large enough to conveniently 
accommodate the W ten . T h e removal o f a hand from 
the table far a few seconds does no harm ; but when 
One a f  the sitters breaks the circle by lea* mg the table, 
it  inmifimm. bat mot always, vary considerably delays

j  Before the a td a g  begins, place some pointed lend 
pea rile and some sheets o f d eaa  wnting >aper oa the 

im down any communication that amp he

4. N o p le  who do not like enck ocher should not sit 
ia  the same circle, far such a want o f harmoay toads

physical meuturns: it a  not yet knows why. Belief 
ar unbelief hss no in lu euce oa the manifeststiosw, but 
aa acnd feeling againat them is a weakening influence.

y  Before the maaifeatationa begin, it is well to t o ­
n g s  in general conversation ar ta staging, and it is 
hast that neither should be o f  a  frivolous nature. A 
prayerful, earnest feeling among the members o f the 
circle gives the higher m ints more power to come to 
the c a d e , mad makes it mors diftcult far the lower 
spirits to get near.

A  T he first symptom o f  the invisible power at work 
is rftea s tee ling like a c ‘
hands T h eftrn t

speak, and talk to the table aa to aa latelligent be­
ing. Let bint tell the table that throe tilts or rap* 
n e t s  Y w ”  oa* b u m  “  N o ,"  and two mean 
** Doubtful, and ask whether the arrangement is 
understood- I f  throe signals be given ia answer, thee 
nay. “  I f  I speak the letters o f  the alphabet slowly, 
win you signal every time I come to the letter you 

^  “  * f "  Should throe1 ."W— — ---'
signals he given, set to work oa 
and from this tune an * 1“  |

__ a fa established.
A  Afterwards the qeeatio* should be put, ** 

urn anting in the right order to get the best manifests-
f  Probably same member* a f  the circle wiB

iatolliguat system o f c

then be told to change seats with each other and the 
signals will be afterwards strengthened. N u t  ask,
** W ho n  the medium t H When spirits come assert­
ing themselves to be related or known to anybody j
______  1 questions should bo put to test
the accuracy of the statements, as spirits oat o f tha 
body have all the virtues and all the failings of spirit*
in the body.

p. A  powerftal plnrsical medium is usually s  person 
o f  aa impulsive, affectionate, sad genial mature, and 
very sensitive to mesmeric influence*. T he majority 
o f  media ar* ladier

T W  best manifestations are obtained when tW  me­
dium and ail tW  members of the circle are strongly 
hound together by the affection*, and are thoroughly 
comfortable and happy ; the manifestations are born 
o f tW  spirit, and shrink soaaewhat from tW  lower 
mental influence* o f earth. Fam ily card**, w itk ao 
strangers present.

I f  the circle a  t
are udualty tW  beat.

s m ifW M d  of with suitable

fly^ the contrary be the cnaa, muck perseverance

f W b £ 7T .!7.  6ru ■ iltiif o l a d m .  *T"P*o«>* •>
other farm* of moduunakip than tJm ar rapa map

"HE ELECTRIC PHYSICIAN-
. O S  S E L F  C U R B  B Y  E L E C T R IC IT Y .

A d v e r t i s e m e n t s .

^  P I R I T U AL  S C I E N T I ST

A  W E E K L Y  J O U R N A L  D E V O T E D  T O  

T H E  S C IE N C E ,

H IS T O R Y , P H IL O S O P H Y  A N D  T E A C H IN G S

OP
S P I R I T U A L I S M .

Without disparagement tn any other organ of Spirit­
ualism now before the public, we may confidently say, 
that there are many investigators who feel the need of 
s weekly like the “ Spiritual Scientist,*’ less filled up 
with advertisements than the other journals, less secular 
and miscellaneous, more singly devoted to Spiritualism, 
pure and rimple, more strictly scientific in it* scope and 
intent. W e hope that all Spiritualists who receive this 
number will do what tWy can to help us to a circulation.

W t  have now the prospect of valuable editorial assist­
ance not only from the most cultivated quirers in 
America but from eminent men of sctencTin Europe 
who have become convinced of the a mar mg phenomena, 
now becoming so common, and who arc ready to do 
battle for the truth.

We ask then the_ co-operation of all friends of the 
cause here and in Europe in strengthening our hands, 
that we mav make the “ Spiritual Scientist,”  what we 
hope to make it, and what it ought to be— the organ of I 
the beat and highest thought on the great subject that 
is deatined to nave auch a leavening effect upon all 
esiating systems and creeds. Now is the time for 
effectual aid

T u b  SrtB tT V A L So b m t i r t  presents each week a 
comprehensive review of the progress of Spiritualism, 
ia its practical, scientific, philosophical, and religious ; 
aspects. Its contents are suflkient in variety to suit 
all classes of minds that arc attracted to Spiritualism, 
and it endeavors to supply all that can interest an 
investigator into the deeply important subject of

Man's Immortal Existence.
T he topics treated may be thus classified:—

K r le n t lA c  I n v e s t ig a t io n ,  tending to increase 
the knowledge of the nature of the human spirit and 
its surroundings; also, gfl the relation between man in 
the spirit world and those 00 the physical plan* uf ex-

Phll«M M »phlral D e d u c t io n  a n d  D e m o n ­
s t r a t io n  . reports of Lectures, detailed accounts of 
Remarkable Phenomena, Materialisation, Levitations,
Ac.

R e l ig i o u s  a n d  M o r a l  T e a c h i n g  commu­
nicated by Spirits, Exhortation to act for Eternity rather 
than for Time, to be guided by principle rather than 
expediency: in general, tending to give higher aspira­
tion for our guidance in life.

R e p o r t a  o f  P r o g r e s s  from all parts of 0 •  
world, by correspondence, exchanges, and reportorial, 
facilities.

H  I s t o r le a l  M k e trh e a , illustrating the universality 
of inspiration from the Spirit World.

E d it  o r ia l :  Opinions. Extracts from Periodicals. 
Reviews of Books: Literary Announcement*.

T h b  Sc i e n t i s t  will be a medium of instruction to 
Investigators. Questions and objections will be freely 
answered. It invites the co-operation of lovers of 
Spiritual progress, and solicits their patronage and 
support.

T erm s: T w o  D o lla r s  a n d  a  H a lf  
p er  A n n u m .

S c ie n tis t  P u b l is h in g  C o m p a n y , 
18 E x c h a n g e  S tr e e t ,  

B o s to n , M ass.

AG E N T S.*
FOU RUBNCRIFTION AND SALK o r

N E W  W O R K  B Y H P IR IT C A I. SC IE N T IST .
EM M A H A R D IN G E  B R IT T E N .

A  Plain Guide to the use of the Electro- 
Magnetic Batter)', with full directions for 
the treatment of every form of disease on 
the highly successful 
F r e n c h  a n d  V ie n n e s e  H ystem s o f 

M e d ic a l E le c tr ic ity .
T h is  excellent little work enables all to 
cu re  th em selves without the aid of drug, 
o r d octors, and is the only safe, reliable, 
and com plete guide to the practice of Med­
ica l E le ctric ity  ever given to the public. 
Published and Sold ,by

D r . 'W illia m  B r it t e n ,
IJ5 West Brookline Si., B o slim. M att. 

f  rice 50 cents. By mail 5$ cents.

B o s to n  a n d  N e w  E n g l a n d .  N ew  England | 
News Co., 17 and 41 Court Street. Wholesale Agents 1 
(or News Dealers. Copies not sold arc returnable.

N e w  Y o r k  a n d  U n it e d  S t a t e * .  American 
N ew t C o., Wholesale Agent* fur N ew t Dealers.

N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .  -A I. Davis ft  C o., *4 East 
Fourth Street. Salas and Subscriptions.

H a r t f o r d  C o n n  Abram Rose, Railroad Depot, 
and j*, Trumbull Street. Sale* and Subscriptions.

L u n e n b u r g .  V i.*  J. G . Darling ft  C o., Sales 
and Subscription*.

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  P e n n  J. H. Rhodes. M. D  
918 Spring (sardena. Salas and Subscriptions.

N e w  O r l e a n s  L a  C. C  Haley. 19 Commercial 
I Place and ijj  Poydras St. Sale* and Sebarriptiuna.

H an F r a a e l s e o ,  C a l  H. Snow. 119 Kearney 
1 Sleet. Sales and Subscriptions.

Mt L e r i *  M.u H. L. Kemper, 6ao North Fifth 
| Struct. Sale* and Subscriptions.

i h lessen . I I I .  K. P  Publishing House, Adams 
I Street and I ifth Avenue. S a * s  and Subscription.

A d v e r t i s e m e n t s .

MI NS 8. F . N I C K E K 8 0
T r a n c e  a n d  K u a ln e a *  M e d iu m .

N,
A il Treasont Street. Hours, 9 to 5. Public Seance* 
Sunday evening. Admission $0 ctv

T H E  WONDERFUL HEALER
1  A n d  C l a i r v o y a n t

M RS. C  M M O R R IS O N , N o  10s Westminster St, 
Magnetic treatments given. IHagnoaing disease by 
lock of hair, fti oo. Give age and sex. Remedies 
sent by mail. I f t ’’ * Specific for Epilepsy and Neural-
gi*-

Address. Mr*. C. M. Morrison, Boston, Mass, Boc 
>$19-

A J. D A V I S  & C O . ,
* f ib u s m b r s  or standard b o o k s  oa
H a r m o n l a l  P h l lo a o p h y ,  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  F r e e  

R e l ig i o n ,  a n d  ( t e n e r s l  r e f o r m .

2 4  E aat F o u r th  St., N ew  Y ork .
A g e n t s  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  H e le n tla t .

Boston r id in g  academ y
OFRNRD r o a  THB SBASOM AT

1 0 4 0  W iiNhiiiffton S tree t,
for Pupils or (lam es. A new Academy, surpasring any 
in the city. Everything in complete order There is 
also connected s well ventilated buarding stable, for 
which we solicit the patronage of the public

P ltO F . J .  M. SM IT H .

^" EG. WOODS A CO.’S ORGANS.

These remarkable instruments have crested much- 
interest in America and Europe by reason of their

l i c u i i t i f u l  M u s ic a l E f fe c ts  
E le g a n t  D e s ig n s  an<l E la b o r a te  

F ll l is b .
Their P IA N O  Stop U % piano of beautiful tone, which 
will never reouire tuning. All interested in music 
should know ol this important invention. Address

g e o . w o o d s  & c o .
C a m b r i d g e p o r t , M a s s -

W ariboom s: 66 ft 68 Adams St. Chicacn,
>8 Ludgate Hill, 1-otidon, England.

^CIENCE OF SP1RITUALSM.
A  T R A N C E  A D D R E S S  D E L IV E R E D  B Y  

J .  J ,  H O U S E .
T R A N C E  M E D IU M , O F  L O N D O N ,

— before—
T lie  B o s to n  S p ir itu a lis ts ’ V n io n

Sunday Evening, Jan. 17

13.00 pr 100., single Copies, Sets. 
rl'HE GREAT SENSATION
1  O f  t h e  A g e .11 People tram the Other World."

C O L . O L C O T T S  E D D Y  H O M E S T E A D  S P I R I T  
M A N IF E S T A T IO N S .

Moat astounding developments. Spirits weighed and 
examined. I n vesrigatars St their wus* end. Nothing 
like it ever seen or heard. New version of the

“ K A T I E  K I N O  E X P O S E . "
Tables turned oa tha accusers.% W ho ar* the fraud*? 
T he moat wondrous both of the age.

A g e n t s  W a s t e d  i a  e v e ry  to w n  to  sell i t  F o r  
p a r t ic u la r s  a d d re s s
A M E R IC A N  P U B L IS H IN G  CO. H A R T F O R D , •

C T ,  A N D  C H IC A G O .


