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' I ' hr U nitarian Review, for October, contains a c learly  
I  conceived and logically pointed article from Dr. H edge, in 

vindication of the pre-existence and re-incarnation o f the soul. 
Its  presence in such a periodical, no less than the conse­
quences reached by its reasoning, will surprise many,— all, in 
fact, who are not familiar with the free thought experiences of 
the Unitarian p iin istry ; but read in the light o f those ante­
cedents, it should surprise none : for, “  though G od is sover­
eign, M an  has rig h ts,”  was the basic thought o f Channing, 
and the fundamental agreement which gave speculative free­
dom and intellectual distinctiveness to the leaders and sup­
porters o f the Unitarian party. It formulated the new and 
freshest thought o f the age around the old centres of religious 
belief, and made the radical culture o f the Intellect compatible 
with spiritual mindedness. It did more, and insisted upon the 
essential in tegrity  o f Reason, conceding to cultured individ­
ualism a  healthy usefulness and authority  amid the conflicts 
and interests of “  Theological Science.”

True, it had a limitational, as well as an expansive side ; 
depths o f denial, as well as hights of aflitmation; and min­
gled paradox and denominational intolerance with the conceded 
rights of the individual. Hence the conflicts with Em erson, 
Pierpont, Parker, Potter, and the Free Religionists : not for­
getting that no less worthy and ever to be honored representa­
tive of freest thought and heroic endeavor,— Abner Knee- 
land.

Dr. Hedge, therefore, comes, naturally enough, into the ex­
ercise o f his free thought, free criticism, skepticism, and 
den ial; even when through the pulpit and the press he uses 
these phases of mentality for the destruction of such hopes 
and aspiration as centre in the cherished  belief o f immortal 
life. And here, as elsewhere, he is to be accepted as Dr. 
Hedge, the C hristian, the Unitarian, and the scholar.

Starting with the truism, (hat “ our being is deeper than 
we know," he reaches the conclusion that our experience is 
Co-extensive with our being, our memory telling to comprehend 
it. “  W e bear not the root,”  he says, “  but the root us ; ”  for 
“  it is not a part of us, but we of it. 11 is larger than we are

and older than we are, that is, than our conscious self.” “The 
conscious self does not begin until sometime after the birth of 
the individual.” It being, “as it were, the blossoming of an 
individuality. The soul which does so blossom exists before 
that blossom unfolds," but “ how long before it is impossible 
to say. It is a question on which theology throws no light, 
and which psychology but fa in tly  illustrates. But so far as 
that faint illustration reaches, it proves the supposition of 
pre-existence. That supposition seems best to match the sup­
posed continued existence of the soul hereafter. Whatever 
had a beginning in time, it should seem, must end in time, 

r i l  he eternal destination, which finilh ascribes to the soul, pre­
supposes an eternal origin. On the other hand, if the pre­
existence of the soul were assured, it would carry the assur­
ance of immortality,”

T h e doctor, in his eargerness to enforce the idea that “our 
being is deeper than we know,”  accepts the logic of analogy , 
and adds. “ Scarcely in God is consciousness co-eval and co- 

, ordinate with life,”  implying that Divine, like human intelli­
gence, commenced with infancy— ,a statement that recalls some 
flippancies in others, and g i d ^ ^ x  implication significance 
to Shelley’s, “  From an Eternity o^W ep I, God, awoke,”  A c.; 
and partly justifying the conceit of D ’Alembert, when he said,
“  Had /  been with God at the time o f Creation, /  could have 
furnished him with a few useful hints.”  But just how aad to 
what extent these xnd kindred fancies throw light on the origin 
of God, Nature, or Man, is not so plain as it might be. Much 
more commendable, and infinitely more sensible, is the ttile - 
men! o f Goethe, that “  Man is not born to solve the mystery 
o f existence ; ”  and in order to know  more, humanity must 
be more, spiritual and angelic.

Remembering that the srriter is a Christian minister, the 
above, and much like it in the article, is remarkable for what 
is om itted, as well as what is said. Because the writer leaves 
out the general teachings of the Bible on the origin o f the 
soul, and some of the discussions o f Jesus having tfancl bear­
ing on the question o f pre-existence Take, for instance, the 
following : “  And as Jesus passed by. he saw s  man which 
was blind from his birth. And his disciple* asked hies, say* 
ing, Master, w ho d id  sin , this man or his pareata, that he was 
born blind t Jesus answered. Neither hath this man tinned, 
nor hit parents : but that the works o f God should bn made 
manifest in him ”  (John ix. I-J).

The disciples, in this dialogue, reflect the ides popnianaed 
in our time by Dr. Edward Bencher about the pre-sxisseoce of 
the soul, and the actual sin o f the man while in that state o f 
being.—hie blindness from birth not being explainable so 
them on say other hyp sit is.*. But the -  Master dW not 
accept either the doctrine of preexistence, or the ce a s tqeent 
sin o f that slate, but attributed tSe bhndutts of the man to
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th« providences supporting “  the works of God.”  The Phari­
sees, however, who subsequently interrogate this man after 
his cure from blindness, inform him, “  7hou w as! altogether 

tm situ ," and made that a reason for not receiving his 
testimony, “  so they cast him out.”  •

Had Dr. Hedge been present, he could not fail of support

of a lt  the doctors of the Church put together, not excepting 
i St. Augustine.”  •
1 A third item of note is the doctor’s omitting to mention the

spiritual developments of the age. since any evidence “  near 
| akin ”  to the spiritual must have 
\ monstrative value, to all students ol psyc 

to the Pharisees] since he now teaches, "  The supposition of very issues the doctor makes with the existing notions of im-

if not a de- 
ology. Besides, the

a previous existence would best explain diferences as some­
thing ■ t a M  *ting carried over from life to life, the harvest seed that was 
sown in other states, and whose fruit remains, although sow­
ing is remembered no more.”  To agree with the Pharisees, 
however, is not generally supposed to be complimentary to 
the teachings o A esu s, or the providences supporting his min­
istrations. Dr. Hedge was theoretically wise, therefore, and 
eminently friendly to Itis own notions, in omitting this part of 
the New Testament narrative, although this reputation for 
wisdom must be gained at the expense of his Christian and 
theological consistency.

A  second item, worthy of more than passing note, is the 
................................ ;ual appearance of E lij

mortal ty are met and disposed of by positive facts. He ig-

dias and Moses toomission of the spiritual appearance 
Jesus on the mountain. True, he acknowledges he “ can form 
no conception of the ‘ Spiritual ’ disembodied state which is 
commonly supposed to succeed the present.”

But this is no sufficient reason for withholding what has 
been experienced and revealed in biblical history. On the con­
trary, it is an additional and the basic fact in support of the 

’ need of Spirit intercourse, and extra mundane intelligence ; 
and as such is generally, if not always, made prominent in con­
troversies, vindicating the need and usefulness ot Christianity 
as a revelation. For a minister of the gospel, therefore, to 
ignore and omit such testimony, because ks “  can form no 
conception of the ‘ spiritual,’ disembodied state,”  is not only 
a reversal of the practiced  and practical logic of Christendom, 
but an attempt to supplement conceded intelligence with con­
fessed incapacity. No doubt the bias of the mind is native, 
and the confession honest, and as a phase of mentality worthy 
of attention and study ; but its presence in an argument on 
immortal life is not fortunate, but misleading.

This criticism is justified by* the confessed incapacity of 
Dr. Hedge to form a conception of the “ spiritual' disembod­
ied state, and the positiveness with which he offers this bias 
o f thought as the only reliable conclusion. He says, “  Wheth­
er the soul will retain the memories which belong to this life, 
is a question I am well content to leave as I find it, involved  
in  impenetrable night. 1 cannot feel it to be essential to the 
question of Immortality. I cannot feel that the fact of iden­
tity is involved in that of memory, that the soul which does 
not identify its being with a foregone existence is no longer 
the same.”  And so fa ta l is this mental prepossession tnat, 

— ;h he can conceive o f “ a love stronger than death, that 
es the separation of death, giving like to like," “  Souls 

that belong to each other by their affiinities and all their yearn-

tbough he can conceive o f “  a love stronger than death, that 
revokes the separation of death, giving like to 
that belong to each other by their affiinities and all thetr yearn­
ings," that “  the coming together of two so inclined sh all be 
without recognition of identity, and w ithout recollection of 
foregone union.”

Tne omission, therefore, of the experiences of Jesus, and 
the appearing of the Spirits of Elias and Moses to him upon 
the mountain, is no acctdM0fo the doctor; for such develop- 
menu are not possibleIW tis thinking, and have noplace in 
his philosophy. In poiqt of fact, what possible good would 
the appearing of those Spirits effect when, according to the 
theory of the doctor, there was neither memory to appeal to, 
nor identity to be established ? None! The interview, in his 
conception, must pass for religious romance rather than sober 
reality ; and yet, prophecy had associated the coming of Elias f 
with the advent of the Messiah and the future glory of the 
nation. To this enjl they talked with Jesns, established their 
identity, and convinced Peter it was good to be there ; and 
that the next best thing would be the erection of three taber­
nacles,—one for Jesus, one for Moses, and one for E lias t 
But here, as in the case of John the revelator, the testimony, 
according to the pre-existent theory,iseitherrwprr-naturalism or 

ce, there being no m iddle translation of Nature in such a
presence: notwithstanding the positive declaration of the angel 
to John, “ la m  thy fellow-servant and one of the prophets. I 

In vindicating tne theory of pre-existence, however, he is 
not fot^etful of testimony. On the contrary, he turns to the 
Christian Fathers for help, and takes special pains to inform 
the reader that Orfgen, “  the most learned and acute ” of them, 

. had a similar theory. But the statement is general, and a mere 
matter of opinion, since thane same “  Christian Fathers ”  are 
held in conflicting estimates by different doctors of the Chris­
tian Church. Take the opinion of Dr. Martin Luther as a 
sample. He says, “ Of the Fathers of the Church, Jerome 
may be coosulfed for purposes of historic study. As to faith 
and good, true religion and doctrines, there is not a word about 
them in bis writings. I have already prescribed  Or i gen 
Chrisostom possesses no authority in my estimation. Basil 
is but a monk, for whom 1 would not give the value of a hair. 
The apology of Philip Melaoclhoa is worth a ll the writings

> The ninth chapter at |oha chnslS h» rood enure tournee the I

1 Melt. rj. i - j . t Mark in. » -*. | Rev. u U - y

to the spiritual must have a suggestive,
. Etiology.

;s the doctor makes with tfte'e
I tT ‘ . I  ‘ . .

nores a local “  heaven ”  and “  hell,”  and so far teaches a doc­
trine common to modern Spiritualists. Indeed, no criticism 
could be more iconoclastic than the following, and it is a fitting 
supplement to much the Universalists used to teach against a 
local “  hell ”  a quarter of a century ago. The doctor says,— 
“  Opposed to this [the pre-existent] view is the current opin­
ion of the liberal Protestant Church, which supposes that hu­
man kind are translated by death from a state of earthly im­
perfection to one of transcendent blessedness,—to that region, 
in short, of spiritual life which is commonly understood by the 
term “  heaven." A groundless and preposterous idea, as it 
seems to me, of human destiny ! The purgatory of the 
Church of R;m e is a less irrational conception of the future 
of the soul. The purgatory of the Church of Rome, indefen­
sible as it is in the gross material form in which it has been 
held in time past, respects at leart the moral conditions which, 
in every state, must shape the life of rational souls. The fact 
is that in Protestant communions, since the passing away of 
the old beliefs, the sentiments rather than the understanding 
have had the fashioning of the popular theories of the life to J come. Very sentimental those theories are, and very regard­
less of the facts and probabilities of human nature. Thy 
fundamental error which pervades them is the notion of a strfte 
of unchangeable felicity into which the soul is supposed hi 
enter with full consciousness immediately after the body’s 
death. The very word ‘ heaven,’ in this view, is misleading 
1 hold, to the analogies of the present life. I hold to what we 
know or may rationally surmise of the nature of the soul. 
Above all, 1 hold to the moral conditions which must govern 
the future as they governed the past of moral natures.”

This is strongly stated, highly Spiritualistic, and eminent 
good sense, and so far the doctor is a Spiritualist rather than 
a Christian. The evidence he needs on the identity of Spirit 
and the existence and use of memory in the Spirit World, 
can be had to his critical liking should he desire such. For 
it is just here that the critical value of the spiritual test ap­
pears so superior to traditional faith and conventional belief. 
And it is here that facts like the following give the most em­
phatic denial to the assumption that memory is not es­
sential to identity, since it is more frequently referred to, 
in one way or another than any other department of mentality. 
Miss Kate Field, for instance, gives this brief but telling ex­
perience in her “  Diary of Blanchette." She says, “  J . F. was 
my father’s signature.' I was not thinking of him at the time, 
and no sooner saw these initials than I remarked, ‘ There is 
one letter missing.’ * No,’ answered my mother, looking ovtr 
Mr. L-’s shoulder for the first time, ‘ your father had no right 
to his middle initial, he was baptized “ Joseph Field.” '  The 
Spirit through Blanchette had corrected the knowledge of the 
daughter.”

Prof. W. D. Gunning gives the story of an English author 
who had an only son in Australia. His parents had received 
a letter from him, and “  he had written in good health and 
spirits. One evening, soon after the receipt of the letter, the 
daughter was entranced and made to write unconsciously a 
communication claiming to be from her brother Edward. 
The import of this communication was that he, the brother, 
had been drowned, a few days before, in a little lake back in 
the interior. The communication was circumstantial, giving 
date and details of the accident. Some months would have 
to elapse from the date of the drowning before a letter from 
Melbourne could reach London. The parents waited, months 
passed, and a letter came from a nephew in Melbourne, bearing 
the tidings that Edward was drowned on such a day, in such 
a hike, with such and such attending circumstances. Date, 
place, and all the essential details, were the same as those 
given months before through their entranced daughter 1 What 
shall we say ? I confess that 1 feel no escape from the con­
clusion of the father and mother, that the freed Spirit of their 
son wrote the communication through the hand of his sister.”

Further detail here and now is unnecessary. No phase, 
amid the many-phased experiences of modern spirit inter­
course, is better established, and more thoroughly fortified, 
than the owe that proves the identity of the spirit through the 
exercise and verified  results of memory. For the present, 
therefore, and until there is a very different grade of proof 
submitted than that now under review. Spiritualists, and all 
persons acquainted with the tests and demonstrations of mod­
ern spirit intercourse, will consider “ /re-existence ”  a tran­
scendental extravagance, a speculative fancy, the piycholoey 
of which is as incapable oil definition as the philosophy 
evolved is destitute of truth,—the conceit being at war with 
the emotional, devotional, spiritual, and scientific certainties 
of Nature.

•  M ichelet's U fc  ot Lather, f .  t ; y .
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s p i r i t  L IF E .
i  T the service of the Boston Spiritualists’ Union, Sunday 

* V evening, the president, H. S. Williams, presided, and Dr.
H. B. Storer officiated as trance speaker.

The first question submitted was the following: 44 Could 
Faith be defined as follows : A confidence in and reliance 
upon something (a person, a principle, o ra  truth for instance), 
in consequence of a correct apprehension and realization of 
its relations to us ? ”

The control referred to the lecture of the previous meeting. 
Faith had been defined as a distinct function or faculty of the 
Mind : it is not a belief ; faith and belief had so long been 
employed as synonymous that many think they are converti­
ble terms. Faith is as distinct a faculty as Reason. Reason 
is said to be the flower of the Mind ; Faith may be called the 
fruit of the Mind. The control here defined Faith in a simi­
lar manner as in a previous lecture.

The next question submitted was as follows : *4 Is it possi­
ble that any condition of Mind or body in earth life can in 
any degree determine the status of th$ spirit in spirit life ? ”

After some practical remarks concerning attendance and 
the business of the Union, the control said: The Spirit is
dignified by the discovery of its intrinsic nature. Many 
never discover themselves when in the body; in this sphere 
attention has never been called to the nature which dignifies 
them. Many there be 'that have passed from the sphere ot 
the material world, and no longer depend on the senses of the 
body for their know ledge, but because of their condition are 
necessarily located in direct relationship with the sphere they 
have left. Their bodily presence you no longer see, but thi* 
spirit is about you ; and there are those among you who have 
so sensitive natures that you feel their presence ; their influ­
ence is sometimes almost oppressive ; it is not always the 
weather, nor magnetism, n>r other causes, to which you attrib­
ute i t ; it is these spirits contiguous to the earth, who may be 
said to surround and occupy it. When those of the material 
world aA? in a negative condition, they press in to influence 
them,—sometimes producing what is called insanity.

Now, in answer to the question, we would say most assur­
edly it does. The condition of a spirit is determined by its 
loves. Those who have lived abstract lives, a life of thought, 
are by their very natures attracted into direct contact with 
this sphere of material things ; and those who depend on 
sensation cannot rise out of their immediate dependence on 
sensation. Criminals afford an attraction to these ; it i* not 
safe for any individual to pursue any course of life depending 
on sensation, simply lor enjoyment; for others are attracted 
and increase the habit. Criminals should be reformed by 
surrounding them with other influences; call out the love of 
one of these you des re to lead heavenward, and you have 
gained him, but he may not be driven. Then as a great 
truth it may be stated that the life passed in the hotly, the 
character in the body, determines the moral state of the spirit 
in the spirit-world.

Several questions were asked and answered, tending to 
illustrate the foregoing more fully : and a discussion followed, 
participated in by several members of the Union. ,

Miss Liziie Doten was the last speaker, and while express­
ing a willingness to ol>ey her guides, and speak next Sunday, 
she was controlled by Swedenborg, who said : In my earth
life, at the age of fifty years, I received the clear perception 
of spiritual truth for which I had aspired all my past life. 
Almost from my infancy, all the beautiful forms of tne Spirit 
World were about me. I was born under conditions favora­
ble to this result. I believe this as one truth, that Faith is 
like a manifestation of Genius: some are born to the exer­
cise of that great function,— Faith. At the opening of my 
sight, I looked into the Spiritual Realm. 1 could not sec 
clearly. Now here is one of my utterances. I said I saw 
hells in the other life, exceeding deep, and he who went out 
under certain conditions, and went into these hells, his term 
of probation ended ; I said he only sank lower, and for him 
there was no salvation.

To-night I am here to affirm to the contrary. A man is in 
the other world what in this world his highest desire is, and 
there is none but desire to be higher. I f  a man could be 
what he would like to be he would want to be a saint. Every­
where I see in all conditions of life, everybody desires t* be 
higher than what he is. There is no soul so degraded but 
that he has this part of the Divine Power within him. That 
power can take him into a hell and out of it. He is but a 
prophecy here of what he will be in the Spirit World, where 
he will enter more congenial and harmonious surroundings. 
The lowest hell of the Spirit World is higher than the high­
est heaven In the earth-life. In this material world one is 
constantly struggling,—it is like a man gasping for fresh air : 
he caimot be what he would ; he is struggling against the im­
pure surroundings. He cannot see the Trutn with these

physical senses; but he goes out of this li'e, and the Spiritual 
senses give him at once a clearer idea. It is the pure atmos­
phere he inhales there. Life may be likened to a sieve : in 
this material world, all—the coarse and fine particles—pass 
through. In Spirit Life, it is much finer, very much finer, 
and takes only the finer portions of the atmosphere you are 
breathing now ; it is that most favorable to spiritual growth. 
The highest duty is to love those that suffer. Who is it that 
suffers most? It is the man who expiates his sin on the 
gallows ; it is the sinner,—he who is burdened with his own 
incompetency ; the man who feels that he would not do that 
which he does, and that he would do that which he does not.
1 would slightly alter a familiar passage in Scripture, ami 
make it read, 44 Out of all you have given me there shall 
none be lost ; I will raise him  up at k it  last day,” —whatever 
he may have been. For the spirit then goes where it is not 

j  judged by a superficial sense. It is the work of infinite sav­
ing love to take all these suffering ones, and lift them up to 
learn to love Truth for its own sake.

The control now spoke of the imperfect state of the medi­
um. and likened it to an instrument, saying a good player 
could not perform well on a poor instrument; but the control 
thought that he could attune it to the harmony of his soul. 
Inclosing he said: 44 And now, Mr. Chairman, Brothers,
and Sisters, I want to see you come to school to the Spirits ; 
we want to teach you ; we want not any ow/, but every one, 
all of you ; we can’t spare one. old or young, rich or poor, 
wise or foolish,—we want you all. Now is the accepted time, 
and now is the day of salvation,—salvation for your souls so 
you will rise up as ffee Spirits, so you will go forth and do 
your work in this sphere and in the sphere to come.”

O R D E R S AM ONG T H E  D R U ID S.
' P hf Priesthood was divided into three orders : the Druids.
1 the Bards, and the Ovates. The dress of the druidical 

or sacerdotal order was white, the emblem of holiness and 
peculiarity of truth. The Bards wore a one-colored robe of 
sky-blue, being emblematical of peace. The Ovate or O vydJ, 
professing astronomy, medicine, &C, wore green, the symbol 
of learning, as being the color of the clothing of Nature. 
The disciples of the orders wore variegated dresses of the 
three colors, blue, green ami white, or blue, green and red- 
A disciple, about to be admitted a graduate, is called by the 
Hards. ** a dog with spots of red, blue and green”  (see M vr- 
ick and Blanche’s works). They were called Druids, be­
cause they worshiped their gods in groves of oak. Besides 
being the priests, they were the physicians, judges, and 
teachers of the Britons—a tremendous power to be lodged i i  
the hands of anv peculiar class. The severest penaltv in­
dicted bv the l!)ruids was the interdiction of the sacrifice to 
those who had offended them. Woe unto the unhappy 
wretch on whom the awful sentence fell ! He ceased to be 
considered a human being. Like the beast of the forest, his 
life was at the mercy of any one who chose to take it. He 
lost all civil rights—could neither inherit land, nor sue for the 
recovery of debt, and even hisnearest relations fied from him 
in horror and aversion, as from a pest.—Jo h n  B ro o k s

T
T H E  B E N E F IT S  OF S C IE N C E .

'HE benefit* of this (hygienic) Science are boundless,— 
there is no action, no movement of man, in a sute of 

society, which has not some claim upon its use. It is o f all 
time*, and of all places,—it is the first and the most sacred of 
magistracies, having ever for its object the happiness of man­
kind, arfd the repose and security oif citirens.—MaAtnwJ E have in Spiritualism the demonstration physical and 

psychical, at once palpable and irrefragable, of a resur­
rection of the body spiritual after death, however uncertain 
the duration. Still, T he  H eaven or th e  H ell  is in u s ! 
And vain forever is our clearer insight, our highest and deepest, 
best reflections, book learning, scientific knowledge. Jewish 
or Christian doctrines. Oriental wisdom, poetic imagination, 
spiritual visions, physical phenomena, or t i g l l i  * J  • n g t i s .  if 
we have not or foil to possess that loftier, diviner, spiritualiti 
of soul which implies the being good and the doing good 
without ceasing, morally, mentally, and materially, as the first 
truth and eternal groundwork of God in man. Let the Spirit­
ualist give no countenance to mere vulgar sayings, sensual, 
low propensities, or worldly wicked indulgences »  ri<  ft s h  
»r out i f  it, that lead not to the higher realms of heavenly 
rlorv ; rather in all earnestness and Humility of spirit let him 
denounce the sham, the lie s  and the hypocrisy of th is owe 
idolatrous mammon-like age. with the force and persistency 
of a lover of his race. Bright, beautiful, glorious and iree, 
mankind shall vet love and regard Spiniuilvsm as “ that full 
star that u.hers in the even "  of angelic day. ay, ciou-lle.* and 
endless
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^ I 5T 0 IU C>L AND pHILOSOPHICAI-

CO N TR A D IC T IO N S O F S P IR IT S .

To  our view the evidence o f the basic-fact of modern Spir­
itualism, via. “ the intelligent communication of spirits 

with minds in the flesh," does not depend at all upon either 
the trutkfultuss or the agrssm snt of their statements about 
any stsbjcct Even should all who communicate agree in de­
nying that there is a spiritual world, or that any spirits exist 
at all, that denial would be no proof of such non-existence ; 
on the contrary, it would be a very strong corroborative evi­
dence in fa v o r  o f spirit-existence ; for such testimony could 
not be supposed to originate in the minds of the mediums. 
Tks testimony i t u l f  m ust corns fro m  m ind, and that mind 
must have existence. I f  not from the mind ol the medium, 
or anyone in the body acting through the medium, then it 
must be from a disembodied mind. The Cretans were once 
declared to be "  always liars ; ”  and yet nobody doubts that 
the Cretans had existence, even though they themselves 
might affirm or deny the fact Tks p ro o f o f communication 
fro m  tks sfirit-w o rld  dopsnds on tks rvidsneo o f m ental 
action aside fro m  an d key on d  that o f tks medium, or any 
m ind in  tks desk, and not on the agreement, wisdom, or good 
sense manifested in such communications.

But contradictions, -ven as to matters of fact, are often 
merely a ffe re n t  rather than real, arising from mutual misun- 1 
derstandings as to the meaning of terms, and from too nar­
row and unphilosophical views of things. To illustrate our 
meaning we will repeat the substance of some remarks in
relation to this very point from a philosophic spirit, to whom 

v days since. Said he, “  Suppose 
sphere:

we listened a few days since. Said he, “  Suppose a being 
.from another planet were to approach the spheres of this 
earth for the purpose of becoming acquainted with its inhabi­
tants and its geography. Perhaps the first spirit he meets is 
one who dwelt, while on earth, in the empire of China. Ac­
costing the Chinaman, our visitant asks, ‘ Did you once live 
on the planet Earth l ’ ‘ 1 did.' ' Please tell me, then, what
sort of people dwell there, what costume do they wear, and 
what kind of a place is the earth ! ' The Chinaman proceeds 
to tell of people with round heads, long queues, and pinched 
feet, and to lay open a picture of Chinese society, institutions 

ductions, & r .climate, prodi
“ The inquirer, thinking 
people (his informant h; 
ibing it as ks had

its
’ he has learned all about earth and 

having been perfectly honest in de­
scribing it as ks had seen it), perhaps next meets with a 
Turk. Accosting him, the visitor is informed that ks also is 
from earth. ‘ Well,' he says, * 1 * * 4 * 61 suppose when you lived 
down there you wore a long queue and pointed shoes, had a 
smooth face, cultivated tea for a living, ate rice with chop­
sticks, and believed in Foh, did you n o t? ’  The Moslem, 
thinking himself insulted, exclaims, ‘ No, indeed ! Who has 
been telling you such falsehoods as these ? I wore a grace­
ful turban, cultivated a flow iu  beard, had elegant sandals for 
my feet, smoked opium on a tnvan, and believed most devout­
ly in Allah and Mahomet his great Prophet 1 ’

“  Perplexed at these conflicting statements, the stranger- 
. spirit next sees a thick-lipped, woolly-headed being, bearing, 
as he thinks, some resemblance to the genus komo, but 
judges him to be like himself, a stranger from some distant 
world. On inquiry, however, he is astonished to be assured 
that he too is a native of that planet called Earth : and from 
him he receives the statement that men on earth are jet black, 
with curled hair, and features like him self: that they wear 
neither queues, turbans, sandals, nor tight shoes, with scarce 
any clothing of any kind ; that earth is a place of desert- 
marshes, with occasional hiabituable spots, but invested with 
ravenous beasts, venomous reptiles, and more dangerous 
human beings.

“  Confounded by these contradictory testimonies, our in-

r 'rer begins to believe that ‘ all men are liars,’ and to 
ibt if after all there is such a planet as Earth : but in the 

midst of his lamentations over the awful conditions of de­
pravity in which this out-of-the-way corner o f God's uni­
verse must be sunk, he sees a bright and glorious intelligence 
approach, and thinks perhaps from this superior being he 
can learn reliably what he wishes to know. To his utter 
confusion, this bright spirit announces himself as also a 
child of earth, a native of a part called Europe, and proceeds 
•o f*** a glowing description of the place of his nativity, 
varying in almost every particular from all the others had 
told ? He furthermore learns from this intelligent spirit that 
earth la a somewhat extensive globe ; that it has various 
races and nations of men, the masses of whom know as little 
o f each other as they do of the dwellers on distant planets ; 
and, moreover, that all which has been told him, and vastly 
more, is strictly true/’

Now, we would remind sll who are perplexed with the 
statements of spirits in respect to the spirit-world, that it is

doubtless vastly more extensive than earth, and hence may 
present a far greater variety of objective realities, and of 
modes of life and thought, than pertains to the earth-life. 
And, furthermore, since the spirit-world is the world of 
causes, each external object must be to the be hoi tier ju s t what 
his perceptions make it, that is, it appears according to his 
Pow er o f insight as to its uses and relations. Hence the 
same object may appear as one thing to one person, and as 
quite another thing to a person differently unfolded.

This principle is exhibited to some extent in this rudi- 
mental sphere. For example, we have known two persons 
to attend the same concert of instrumental music, one having 
little or no musical culture, the other possessing a very ex­
quisite ear. To the first, some of the finest compositions 
were, for the most part, a mere jargon of inharmonious 
sounds, which pained and tired the ear ; while the other was 
by these same sounds transported to the seventh heaven of 
rapturous delight.

So of objects seen : to the child or the uncultivated clown, 
that most gorgeous of spectacles, the evening sky, is a solid 
dome of comparatively limited dimensions, in which are 
hung up a multitude of little lamps for man's sole use : while 
the astronomer sees worlds on worlds filled with life and 
beauty, among which this earth i# but a tiny speck floating in 
immensity.

Ask Deacon Homespun the dimensions of the universe, 
and he might honestly estimate them at so many miles each 
way, according to his ideas; but ask the philosopher the 
same question, and he has no answer to give. So some 
spirits are ready to give the exact dimensions, in miles and 
rods, of the several “  spheres ” of spirit-existence (which are 
but terms for successive grades of interior unfoldment, 
opening to the spirit’s vision higher and still higher, or more 
interior qualities and beauties o f the everywhere-present God 
—the limitless whole), while other and probably wiser intel­
ligences will attempt to set no bounds, for the simple reason 
that they have found none.—Pioneer o f Progress.

£ o i^ E g P O J(D E f< T g .

WB present the following subjects foe tbn consideration of those who may be 
pleased to contribute to our columns, believing that the opinions of individ­
uals, either based irpon observation or on spirit information, may be o f use 

to those who have not satisfied themselves upon the points suggested. We shall 
endeavor to notice all contributions,—either by publishing in full, or abstracting 
opinions expressed

i. In what respect, and to what extent, does the Action of a disembodied spirit 
npon our organism differ from that of an embodied spirit t

s. Under what natural laws, and in what manner, do disembodied spirits act 
npon inanimate matter t

j .  I f  emanations from our 1>ody are necesaary for certain manifestations, how 
do they contribute to the result f

4. Can embodied spirits act upon inanimate matter in the same way, and if not, 
why not I

c  In what respect does the vision of n conscious medium differ from that of 
Other persons P

6. Can this state of vision be produced, and how t

WHO A R E  T H E  D IR E C T  PR O D U C E R S O F S P IR ­
IT U A L  M A N IF E S T A T IO N S .

“ d e v i l ”  a n d  “ d i a k k a ”  a  m i s n o m e r .

BV D. G. MCMHBB, AUTMOB OB ** C B1.BSTIAL PM ILO SorHY."

Some fifteen years ago I was impressed by the “ Spirit,”  
and made the announcement in a public meeting, that 

none but qualified  A  ngel S p irits are the direct producers o f  
sp iritu a l m anifestations. This announcement, conveying an 
idea in direct opposition to the general teachings of modern 
Spiritualism, not being appreciated as a truth by any Spiritualist 
with whom I had any acquaintance, I was led to doubt ii what 
had4>een so powerfully impressed upon my mind was an in­
controvertible, philosophical truth ; yet it was impossible for 
me to reject the idea as being entirely untrue. The more I 
meditated upon the subject, the more 1 was convinced of the 
truthfulness thereof; and, notwithstanding the fact that I 
had placed myself antagonistic to the assumed creed o f mod­
ern spiritualism, I felt that irty position was invincible. About 
this time l was directed by the Spirit to “ go and read the 
fourth chapter of Matthew ; ”  and, in so doing, 1 clearly saw 
the true import of the passage,—“ Jesus was led up of the 
Spirit to be tempted of the devil,”  and was then assured .that 
it was an ordeal of preparation for an important mission : and 
that, at some future time, not far distant, it would "be necessa­
ry for me to have experiences, in many respects similar to 
those of Jesus during the “  forty davs and fortv nights ”  in the 
Wilderness being “  tempted of the devil ”  (evil).

In due time, the realities of the premonition were realised, 
being “ led u p ” into “ temptation” by the Spirit (an angel), 
when I immediately became clairauaient, and for fourteen 
days and fourteen nights was I in this clarraudient condition,
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and in direct converse with the tempter, and apparently with t 
those who represented different nationalities and different 1 
grades of moral and intellectual character, from the lower or 
sensual plane to the transcendental angel. 1 learned by this 
ordeal, that these grades of moral character and intellectual 
ity were represented merely by Angel Spirits, who act and are 
qualified as “  tempters ”  or developers and cannot be biased 
by mortals in reference to the course'to be pursued, whether 
as relates to the development of special mediums or general 
intellectual unfoldment. During such “ temptations** or de 
veloping processes, there is no reliance upon the phenomena 
adduced as recognized by mortals concerned in the ordeal 
Prayers for relief in this case are utterly unavailing. In all 
ages of the historical, period of our earth, leaders of new re­
ligious sects have passed an ordeal of “  temptation ”  or de­
veloping process by Angel Spirits, to prepare their mind fqr 
their peculiar mission. Not only these, but less conspicuous 
persons have been subjected to similar experiences, the object 
of which is not apparent to (at least) believers in “  Devil” or 
*• Diakka.” The “  haunted house ” phenomena, as it is usually 
termed, of which there arc a great variety of phases, would 
l>e deprived of much of their mystery if we could understand 
that none but qualified  A n gel S p irits  were the producers there­
of ; and that they are guided by divine wisdom, and orders 
from angelic courts, in producing these mysterious phenome­
na ; and that, so believing, we could form no other conclusion 
than that such phenomena are among the developing processes 
for intellectual development and soul unfoldment. Those of 
orthodox religious teaching attribute these phenomena to the 
“  Devil,”  and those of the teaching of modern Spiritualism to 
M Diakka,” or progressive “ devils, or a “ devil” minus the 
more ugly appendages. There are many well-attested facts 
that show clearly that the spiritual phenomena are entirely un­
der the control of Qualified Angel Spirits or missionaries sent 
to us by order of tire courts of heaven or grand council of 
angels. There are both positive and negative proofs of this 
fact. The non-receipt of information of the whereabouts of 
the abducted child, Charles Koss, cannot be accounted for upon 
the hypothesis that unqualified spirits have perfect liberty to 
communicate the desired information that would lead to the 
restoration of the child to his parents. Is it possible that the 
near and dear deceased relatives have not the disposition or 
power to communicate the desired intelligence through some 
one of the numerous mediums who claim to hold converse 
with Spirits, who.it is reasonable to suppose, must have knowl­
edge of the whereabouts of the lost child, and could thus re 
store him at once to the bereaved p.irents ? Again, why do 
not the Spirits give all necessary information in regard to 
criminal acts, in courts of justice, and end at once lone and 
tedious litigation ? Why do not guardian angels give timely 
information in relation to a direful calamity, and save the ter­
rible loss of life, suffering, and destruction of property,—the 
great Chicago and Boston fires, for example ? On the other 
hand, is it reasonable to suppose that “  Devil ”  or “  Diakka” 
are the producers of these calamitous occurrences ? Does 
"  Devil ” or “  Diakka ”  enjoy such scenes if it be admitted 
that they are the cause thereof?

Let the reader ponder upon these questions, and if they re­
main a mystery under the generally received hypothesis of 
“ evil influences,” then please try the rule of, A  'one but qu ali­
fie d  S p irits are the producers of sp iritu al phenomena, and 1 
will endeavor to render assistance in this direction. ,

AJosherville, M ich.

T H K  H O LM ES’ M A T E R IA L IZ A T IO N S .
To the E ditor o f the S p iritu a l Scientist,—

As you are doubtless aware, there has been published an 
alleged exposure of the Holmes, in a late visit to Blissfield, 
Mich , wherein it was claimed that the materialized “  Katie 
King ” was discovered to be a married lady, of Ad nun, Mich., 
one account says, and another, an Eliza White, of Philadelphia. 
As the Holmes’ materializations have been endorsed by Rob­
ert Dale Owen and other Spiritualists, who, if less widely 
known, are probably no less honest, 1 have been confidently 
hoping to see these friends rally to the support of the medi­
ums, or else come out squarely and admit that they have been 
deceived. I f the account published in an Adrain, Mich., pa­
per, and reproduced in many other journals, is true, the 
Holmes, like some mediums I have known, are either entire 
frauds, or, what is more probable (and getting to be much 
more common), combine a certain amount of genuine medium- 
ship with trickery and imposition. If the published account 
is not true, have not the Holmes a single friend to tell the true 
story and give it as general circulation as the other? True 
Spiritualism, and those who have its best interests at heart, 
cannot afford to tamper knowingly with pretenders, and if 
such are discoverd, they should be cast out of the fold even 
if they had previously acquired the best reputation as medi-

f>PIF\IT J eACHI^Q?.

T he power of the Spirit is will, mind, volition.
J ust in proportion to the elevation or knowledge of t »e 

soul is its power to move from one place to another.
S piritu a l  E xistence only expresses itself through your 

earthy forms, because that is t le only way it can reach you.
I n Spiritual life, the thought goes out, and it reaches the 

mind lor whom it is intended,—is a substance, and has a 
literal, actual vibration corresponding to sound.

T he spiritual world is a region existing in conformity to the 
laws of nature, and corresponding to the earthly Sphere, just 
in proportion to the advanced state of spirit-life.

All those elements t iat exist within the atmosphere of 
life, that are not perccp.ible to your material sense, an i that 
form the avenue or agency of mind conversing with mind are, 
the elements which make up the spiritual lile.

Among all religious believers, and especially among the 
Chinese and Indian worshipers, the winter months formed a 
period of darkness, of sacrifice, of devotion, to £ods who 
w ere supposed to have no particular love for humanity.

E ach feature, every expression of countenance, every 
lineament of the human form or face, represents also a spir­
itual quality. Soul possesses not any of the senses you term 
material, but one supreme sense, perception : there is no bet­
ter name for it.

S piritu a I Science has it own laws ; spiritual existence has 
its laws ; spiritual l>eings have their laws ; and it is an utter 
and absolute mistake to suppose that because spirits some­
times do and are permitted to materialize themselves in a 
gross form for your earthly vision, that they, therefore, are 
always cu p e lled  to occupy gross forms.

T he channels of spiritual existence, not closed in times 
past, and not closed to-day, are so distinctly symbolized by all 
varieties of worship, — Buddhist. Hindoo, Mohammedan, He­
brew, or Christian. — that we have only to discover the gen­
eral tendency of all religions to learn that each has had its 
alliance with the fundamental principles of spiritual and natu­
ral life ; and that, in all times and among all peoples, as they 
were prepared to receive. Cod has spoken his words and re- 
revealed his testimony in various signs and representations ; 
and that those signs and representations have only ceased

the spirit,
and when symbolism and form have taken the place of the
when the letter of wor>hip has taken the place of 
and when symbolism and form have t 
absolute presence of the Divine Mind.

W e will picture to you the abode of a spirit whose earthly 
life and whose spiritual life are made perfect by knowledge. 
Each thought and aspiration here of goodness becomes an im­
mediate reality, and rises to the sphere of spiritual life, which 
will await that soul when freed from earthly form. It assumes 
some shape of harmony—bird, flower, or tree ; some color of 
light—the rainbow hues that perfectly represent the shining 
light of heaven. The aisles, the corridors, the domes, the 
entrances, are all shaped in accordance with the deeds and 
thoughts of earthly life. Everything is symbolized. You 
will nnd not one thread of the fabric of your minds lost The 
whole is there, woven in the fine tissues of the substances 
that make up your spiritual forms ; and, instead of the trees 
and gross forms that we call here the earth, you will And the 
interstices of these spiritual mansions filled with images that 
you have thought upon earth. Sometimes unwelcome 
thoughts will look out from some corner of your abode ii» 
spiritual life ; some thought of envy and malice ; perhaps a

i knew not
the

urns. Of the Holmes family, I know nothing personally, but 
it makes me a little restive to read repeatedly this story of 
their alleged exposure, and see no denial of it in quarters that
would be accepted as satisfactory* by the outside world. 

Brooklyn, iV. K, Oct. n ,  ’74- Occasional.

little demon of discord, lurking in some closet you 1 
of. But chiefly, if your aspirations are good and hie 
walls will be the greatest grandeur of the rdifice ; its l 
its power, its beauty, its art—all will be made subservient to 
the soul that is within you, that has wrought its divine pco- 
tression ; and it there oe images of lovliness on earth, how 
far shall these transcend them that are born of the graces of 
good deeds, of kindly charities, of the exalted mind ! Each 
loving deed becomes an angel that straightway sinks upon a 
pedestal of lowly love, and immediately you enter he salutes 
you with songs and thanksgiving. Each deed of your life 
that has been done becomes a living embodiment there, and in 
the shape of an angel or bird proclaims the praise that is due 
for these good deeds. Each aspiration and prayer becomes a 
white-winged bird, or a lovely flower that adorns the way of 
that life you shall enter. But chiefest of a ll those kindly 
charities with which you -graced the lives of your Mfow- 
beings, behold they blossom out like white lilies around the 
greenness of yonr new abode ; and transcendent and above 
all, that supreme and perfect love that for.us the entire em­
pire of the soul, that transcends all know ledge and all strife, 
all love, creates the shining dome ; and the stars that sparkle 
there are the thoughts and deeds and words of your loving 
heart here.
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RELIGION, SCIENCE, AND SPIRITUALISM.
The Secular Press of the country is teeming with ac­

counts of “ wonderful occurrences,” which in reality are 
but different phases of Spiritual Phenomena. In every 
quarter of the country, in every religious sect, in all con­
ditions of life, these cases now start up. If an investig.i- 4 
tion follows, it seems to prove, in that instance at least, 
the immortality of the soul, or its future existence, its 
ability to return and communicate in accordance with nat­
ural laws, and to give its experience in a warning and 
prophetic voice for the benefit of those who have not put 
off their mortal apparel.

Time wâ  when the visits of Angels, Spirits, a Man in 
White Raiment, &c., were deemed so wonderful as to be 
cbroqjcled by the men of that age ; and, though happen­
ing many centuries ago, are even now accepted as suffi­
cient for the basis of all so called Christian Religious.. 
Organizations. *

But though similar instances of the working of Divine 
Power are even now scattered through the world, they de­
ny its tangible existence in this age, and hold to the im 
perfect system,—the religion of man rather than the wor­
ship in Spirit. There is not a miracle of early Christians 
—healing by touch, Spirits in material forms, and per­
forming material actions, prophecies. See.—which has not 
its alleged parallel at the present day.

That these things do occur is an objective certainty, 
and the duty of the-religious advocates is very clear: it 
is the law of protection and self-defense.

The inroads that Spiritualism has made and is making 
on orthodox thought is simply wonderful. But twenty- 
six years have elapsed since modern Spiritualism first 
made its appearance in upper New York ; the spark kin­
dled iato a flame; the Name has spread through the 
whole United States and America—is even now increas­
ing in volume. In England its effects are equally appar­
ent, in spite of sober thought and the strictest investiga­
tion. Indeed, it is known more or less in every civilized 
country. Catholics and Protestants alike succumb to its 
reality ; it is the process of development in a living or­
ganism, and Religion dependent on fossil remains is 
therefore powerless.

Why do not these to-called men of God investigate ? 
Is it the Devil ? Then, as in times past, will He give 
them the power to cast it out. Is it to b« supposed that 
a band of imposters have set up their free shows iu dif­
ferent parts of the country? Then can tbe minds of many 
invariably detect and defeat the plana of on£

Where arc tbe American Men of Science ? The law

of gravitation is at times apparently suspended. This 
phenomenon in modern times occurred first in America; 
has the natural law governing it been satisfactorily de-' 
monstrated by these gentlemen? It will not do to deny 
its existence ; for in whatever section of the country 
Scientists are located, almost in the shadow of their door­
way is the subject for their investigation ; but for any 
knowledge the public has of their experiments and suc­
cess we would think them blindly ignorant that a table 
can hang in mid-air, or that a stone refuses to fall to the 
ground when dropped from the hand.

Have we not a naturalist who will rank with Alfred R. 
Wallace, and detect the fallacy, if there be any, in his 
reasoning? Have we a chemist who will rank with Prof. 
Crookes, and demonstrate by chemical laws that all he 
has seen can at any and all times be produced to his vis­
ion ? Have we an electrician equal, inferior, or superior 
to Cromwell Varley, who will deny his assertion that elec­
tricity will not explain the mystery? Have we an astron­
omer who will tell Prof. Huggins that the moon and tides 
are the direct cause of the phenomena? Shall we ever 
have in America men of Science who dare make their 
names so prominent as have these and other English 
gentlemen by their researches in Spiritualism ?

This falseness to one’s ideas, opinions, and belief I The 
physician to his friends, the minister and scientist in 
their study rooms, the merchant and socialist in the fam­
ily circle, admitting and believing that which they de­
nounce, speak of lightly, or dare not admit to the outside 
world ; and this, on that which is to them the most sa-- 
cred of subjects,—the works of God. This virtual ac­
knowledgment that Public Opinion is the monarch, a 
god, that rules America, and to which they do most 
humbly bow I

Not that Spiritualism needs their investigations, their 
experiments, and their expressions of belief to strengthen 
its position. The Movement, which has prospered with­
out them, still increases rapidly; for the power behind it 
is beyond their comprehension, But for their own wel­
fare, for the cause of Truth, which they so loudly profess 
to represent, we demand that they be Liberals, not big­
ots ; Preachers, as well as thinkers and professors; and, 
above all, HONEST MEN, not individually that most 
despicable of things,—a hypocrite.

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS.
In speaking of the questions which at the present 

time are so strongly agitating the Presbyterian, Baptist, 
and Episcopalian Denominations in this country, the Bos­
ton Journal says, “On all sides, then, if we interpret 
these indications rightly, we are witnessing the manifesta­
tions of a spirit which calls for a larger tolerance, a greater 
freedom of interpretation, a broader scope of action, and 
a more comprehensive charity. Here and there, as this 
spirit shows itself, efforts are sure to be made for its re­
pression ; and all the powerful enginery which ecclesias- 
ticism has at its control, in the shape of anathemas and 

: excommunications and expulsions, will be put forth. But 
in the growing strength of this one prevailing tendency 
toward Christian charity and fellowship, we cannot fail to 
recognize the dawn of a day of ampler liberty, and a more 
spiritual and more effective religion, which will take less 
account of denominational barriers, and more of univer­
sal brotherhood.”

Thc Sun is publishing occasional letters from the Eddy 
Brothers’ home, by an.intelligent correspondent who seems 
as thoroughly satisfied as OlcotL The last article de
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scribes how they tried the materialized “ H onto”  with a 
strong galvanic battery, but its only effect was to amuse 
her: she went on making shawls just the same.

R elig io n  receives the same treatment as Spiritual 
Matters in the Chicago Tim es. Its report o f services, a 
few Sundays ago, had a half column of staring Head lines, 
beginning thus—

G R E A T  JE H O V A H .

HOW  H E  W A S I N T E R  V I E W E  I > Y E S T E R D A Y  FR O M  C H IC A G O  

. P U L P I T S .

T he Watchman and Reflector says this is blasphemy, and 
the Chicago Tim es is most corrupt and corrupting, ii- 
reverent and unbelieving, unclean, sacrilegious, irreligious, 
barbaric, &c., and that we have not a paper in the Hast to 
natch it.

T h e  R ochester  D em ocrat a nd  C h r o n icle  is among 
the papers which have commented editorially on the ar­
ticle in the Sc ie n t is t ,— “  Recent Materialistic Facts.” 
It  differs from the article, which claims Spiritualism to be 
the meditator between Science and Religion, by declining 
to admit the premises that Science and Religion were at 
variance.

T h e  E piscopa l  C o n v en tio n  has given the  death  blow 
to Ritualism : it lakes strong g round  against Romanist 
observances.

T h e  best kind o f Ritualists are Spiritualists.

A n o th er  letter from our London Correspondent will 
appear in our next issue, on “  Spiritualism in F.ngland.”

He su r e  and  read  page <>5 , and  heed  its suggestions.

-  S P IR IT IS M  ”  IN A R E L IG IO U S  W E E K L Y .
The New York Independent is somewhat eclectic in its re­

ligious views, keeping a general variety store of liberal ortho­
doxy that will sell well in the market; and we, therefore, were 
not surprised to see in its columns, a few days ago, an odd 
article entitled. “  A Letter to a Spiritist,”  by the Rev. Fred 
M. Itird. Whether the Rev. Mr. Bird answers an imaginary 
litter, or the reverse, is not specially important; but, as he es- 
s iys to make the case as strongly as it can be put in the in- 
t;rests of the Spiritualists, we suspect it to be imaginary. His 
admissions are very remarkable, coming, as they do, from an 
orthodox clergyman, and show with great force how the leaven 
of Spiritualism is working. Some of these more shrewd and 
fir-seeing clergymen will seek to find some vantage ground as 
they did when they first had to abandon the dear, delightful 
o'd mistake “ that the earth was made in six days of twenty- 
four hours each,”  and fall back on the idea that a day meant 
‘ an indefinite period of time.” Rev. Mr. Bird is not “ espe­
cially startled ” or “ overcome ”  by what his friend had told 
him ; he had always thought there were mysteries in “ heaven 
and earth,” and “  Spiritism (?) might be true in the main;”  he 
had “  no Interest or desire to establish the contrary ; ”  but he 
sees no reason to build a system on it, or of revising his ethics 
or theology.

Well, admitting as much as Brother Bird does, it would be 
ungenerous to ask him to do more than this at once or at pres­
ent. His letter is a good tract for Spiritualism, as we have at 
least one orthodox clergyman who says, “  I do not see any 
need of relegating these phenomena to the domain of demon- 
ology and the black art.”

T H E  K A T IE  K IN G  M A T E R IA L IZ A T IO N S.
The mediumship of Mr. and Mrs. Holmes of Philadelphia 

would perhaps never be heard of in some quarters, were it 
not that the papers and people in that benighted section read­
ily give currency to the fact, by denouncing it as a deception. 
A correspondent, “ Occasional," presents a reasonable inquiry 
on page 89. In this connection we would say, without men­

tioning any particular case, that we believe Mr. Holmes to 
have that power, as a physical medium, through which ad­
vanced spirits can and do materialize. Mr. Holmes is taller, 
has longer fingers, and is every way dissimilar in penomtui 
to the womanly figure which appears as Katie King. Another 
and the best proof that this figure is a materialization is fourd 
in the tact that after a few seconds it will dematerialize,—this 
dissolving process commencing usually at the eyes. On a 
close ins|>ection it will be found that their brightness deadens, 
the white* become elongated, and *cem to almost drop from 
1 heir sockets like tears. This dematerialization occurred once 
in London ; the medium, Miss Cook, was in the cabinet. 
Katie King being grasped and held firmly by an individual 
who thought he had the medium, the figure dematerialized in 
his arms—actually dissolved into nothingness. Henry Wil­
son being quoted as authority that the Holmes were imposters, 
we wrote to D r. Child, and the following letter explains 
itself:—

P h i l a d e l p h i a , O c t  >5, 1874.
Rrothtr —

Your letter of the 21st is at hand. I have a very distinct 
recollection of Mr. Wilson’s conduct at the Holmes' seance.
I had invited my friend, George W. Childs, of the Public Led­
ger of this citv, and he asked permission to bring Mr. 
Wilson. Mr. \Vf. was very reticent, though'the manifestations 
were rather directed towards him: for instance, the tambourine 
ring was placed on his neck while all of us had our hands 
joined. *

I had given Katie a sheet of paper the day before, which she 
returned to me at this sitting with a short communication on 
it. We read this to Mr. Wilson, hut I did not think it made
an? impression on him

He made a similar remark tome that I see attributed to 
him,—“ That he had sec i more wonderful manifestations in 
the West.” The impression made upon me was that Katie's 
expression, “ You stupid,” would apply to him. He was cer­
tainly as perfectly non-committal as any aspirant to the White 
House could he.

Wishing you success in your paper, I am truly yours, 
H enry T. C hild , M.D. 

— ------------

£ h o r t - h a n d  JS o t e s .

T h ere  is always something stern about a well-regulated
vessel.......... T he model policeman does no: arrest innocent
youth as soon as adult guilt...........T he moon was so modest
last Saturday night that it went up under a veil.......... P h y s i­
cians often tell o f “  stages ”  of disease. Some are observed
to have a very lively hack.......... T he  attempt to slice off the
Common in the interest of a Railroad King, isn’t likely to 
succeed. The public, which knows a thing or two, slices
another way...........P eoeee oftener remember who owe them
than those they owe. It comes so handy.......... T he  precise
curvature of the “  Black C rook ’ ’ is desired.. . . .  So m ethin*. 
airy— the recent marriage in (or above) Cincinnati in a bal­
loon...........L ike and shirt-buttons are uncertain........... “ W ho
will be our next Governor ? ”  is an uppermost ouestion. The 
third of November has got the secret, and it utterly refuse.

| to inform our interviewing reporter.......... A gam bler  in this
city has brought a suit against a party because he said he
was no great shakes.......... In England there are thousands of
Butlers, but there is only one of account in this country. He 
lives on a ledge of rocks, and hankers for Congress . . .  
T he  Boston Gas Company is always full of it 

T he van who  always sees it  is in town. He is wise. 
He is profound. He is immense. He not only knows every 
thing, hut very much else. See him as he passe, along the 
street! What a sell-sufficient, proud, aggressive sir. To him 
the past is as nothing. It is the present, and he its magnifi­
cent representative, that is, all in alL There is nothing for 
him to learn—of course not. He sees it. and always has 
He would be a marvel if only otktr people could see it. But 
they don'L They utterly fail to see in emptiness and pom­
posity only just what it is—no more, no less. A little rough 
on the Man who Sees it, bu* quite just, it must be cou'ea <ed. 
The world, in the long run, judges about right It pricks the 
bubbles and they collapse, as they should Humbug is sure to 

(receive its reward, and that is a sound kicking and an obso­
lete exit. The “  Man who Always Sees I t ”  is is this cate- 

| gory. Make a note and see if it is not so.
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J h o u q h t  S u b je c t ?. P h e n o m e n a l .

E njovment stops where indolence begins.
It  is rain to expect forgiveness if we refuse to exercise a 

forgiving temper.
Bea u t ifu l  A utumn is in Nature the fullness of life ; the 

grain keeps until then its richest price ; the tree draws with 
the whole force of its existence on earth and trunk and leaf 
for sap to enrich its perfect fru it; the flowers whose colorings 
are the deepest, unfold only at this late day ; even the very 
sky robs the sun of tints which the summer could not bottow ; 
the cold air is vital with energy unknown before; it is as 
though Nature, having finished her work, and being ready for 
death, gathers all her beauty and power to complete her life 
in one grand triumphant hymn.

T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  T H E O R Y  A P P L IE D  TO 
A N IM A L S.

r RETunN* to our old friend, the duck-bill: we ridiculous­
ly said he might be progenitor of a water-rat. Well, as 

t the increasing or retiring waters of the period allow, fresh 
species are formed of the original germs ; that is, as condi­
tions of resident.*, food, and climate vary, so will the animal 
naturally accommodate itself to them. Thus, if the water 
gradually dries up, the water-rat becomes a land-rat, and 
ceasing to live on aquatic food, gnaws land roots and plants. 
According to circumstances, some rats become rabbits, others 
squirrels, or advance to hares, others to guinea-pigs, or others
to rodents. As we have mentioned guinea-pigs, we may at 
ooce say that the large or true pig is descendant from a tapir, 
from a kind of sea-horse, in its turn descended from a fish,

bly without having ever passed through the bird stage. 
It must be evident that development, if it exists at all, must 
be as infinite as the conditions of Nature itself; and thus we 
may truly say, that granting one fact of development, allowing 
that development exists at all, development must and does 
exist in as infinite a degree as the constituents of that mun­
dane conglomeration of solids, fluids, and gases we commonly 
style “  Nature.”

Is there ooe fact—one instance of development ? Let. the 
vegetable world first show you its nauseous sea-weed devel­
oped into delicate sea-kafe; its hedge-geranium developed 
into the stately palargonium ; its sloes, crabs, and wild ber­
ries, into plums, pippins, and British Queen strawberries. 
Let the animal world show you its improved and developed 
breeds of horses, sheep, cattle, poultry, pigs : ask any intel­
ligent breeder of stock what he can do, what he has done, to 
develop any change in any animal he desires. He wilt tell 
you he can, at pleasure, develop fat, bone, length of limb, 
strength, speed, hardness, delicacy ; and he can, in fact, in a 
few years, effect a great and evident development in a flock 
of any animals And are deviations from parental simili­
tude a strange thing ? It is our general effort, from a sort of 
shame at having a prodigy, to keep things as they are, and to 

ities ; out

(For the Sciential.)

R O B E R T  D A L E  O W EN.
HOW H E  C A M E  TO  S T U D Y  S P I R I T U A L  P H E N O M E N A . 

T h e article of most general interest in The Atlantic 
1  Monthly, for November, is Robert Dale Owen’s Chapter 

of Autobiography, entitled “  How I Came to Study Spiritual 
Phenomena.”

It was in Mr. Owen’s fifty-fifth year, when spending a quiet 
evening, at the house of the Russian Minister, in Naples, 
that the subject came up, and a circle was formed ; a lady 
proved to possess the power of automatic writing, though an 
unbeliever. f

“  Who gave me these gold pins ? ” was one question pro­
posed by a skeptic, and referring to some gold pins in the 
front of the questioner’s gown ; And the answer was, “  The 
one that gives you a maid and a cook.” It proved that the 
pins had been given to the lady by a cousin in Florence, 
named Elizabeth ; who had just sent her from that place two 
servants, a lady’s maid, and a cook.

Mr. Owen had previously attended several sittings in differ­
ent places, but this singular and unexpected answer, amid the 
surrounding circumstances, thoroughly awakened his atten­
tion. He describes its effects upon his mind in the following 
words :—

“  k  is a strange, soul-stirring emotion,—and one which, till 
of late years, f w  persons have ever known,—the feeling 
which, like a lightning flash, comes over an earnest and hope­
ful mind, when it has the first glimpse of the possibility that 
there may he experimental evidence of another world. 1 sat 
for hours that evening in silent reflection ; and, ere I slept, 
I had registered in my heart a vow, since religiously kept, 
that 1 would not rest or falter till I had proved that possibility 
to be a probability, or a certainty, or a delusion. At last 
(that was mv exultant thought), I may he approaching a phe­
nomenal solution of the world's most momentous, most mys­
terious problem!

“ Feeling thus,it amazed me to observe with what light indif­
ference the other assistants at this astounding experience 
looked upon the matter. They went away wondering, per­
plexed, indeed ; but wonder ana perplexity appeared to fade 
out without practical result, in a week or two. 1 doubt wheth­
er, after the lapse of a month, any pf them adverted to the 
incident at all, except perhaps in the way of relating to in­
credulous listeners of a winter’s evening that very odd coinci­
dence about three gold-headed pins and a maid and cook. A 
numerous class of men, illogical or indifferent, seem incapable

we cannot help all kinds of odd 
deviations. We may separate them from our flocks, or kill 
them off, and in a small way, over races which we seem to 
command absolutely, we may check any manifest change of

of realizing the relative importance of new and unexpected 
things as they come to light.

“ Was it a chance coincidence ? As soon as I had satisfied

ve, during the few Years each man’s expe­
rience lasts ; but, what is that to the auration of 44 Nature ” ? 
If we make one little change in fifty years, and we may make 
a change in ten, five, two years, even a few months in some
cases, what development may not be expected in the count- 

i  the Earth ?—Approximations to Truth.less centuries of

N1
D A M A G E D  T ER M IN O LO G Y .

EITHER Materialism nor Spiritualism are acientific terms, 
tad  one need have no concern with them in a scientific 

inquiry, which, if it be true to its spirit, is bound to have 
regard only to what is within its powers and to the truth ofita 
results. It would seem to be full time that vague and barren 
dinpwtations concerning Materialism and Spiritualism should 
end, and that instead of continuing auch fruitless and unprof­
itable discussion, men should apply themselves diligently to 
dincorar, by direct interrogation oi Nature, how much mat­
ter can do without spiritual (supernatural) help. Let each 
investigator pursue the method of research which most suits 
the bent nf his genius, and here, as in other departments of 
Science, let each system be judged by its fruits, which can­
not fail in the end to be the best sponsors and sureties of its 
truth. But the physiological inquirer into mind may, if he 
cares to do to, justly protest against the easy confidence with 
which some metaphysical psychologists disdain physiological 
inquiry, and ignore its results, without erer_ haying been at 
the pains to make themselves acquainted 'with what these 
results are, and with the steps by which they have been 
reached.— H tn r y  M a u d s lty , M . D .

•  V s  N» J, p. }6, Art. "  Fifty Duck sad Fsftly Rot.”

myself, past all doubt, that everything had occurred in good 
faith, that query suggested itself. If the written had been 
‘ Elizabeth,’ such a solution might have been accepted ; since, 
among a dozen of the most common female names, that o f 
Elizabeth would probably be included ; and if so, the chances 
against a correct answer were only twelve 14 one. But who 
or what was it that went out of its way to gfvc such a rounda­
bout answer to a simple question ? How incredible, how dif­
ficult even to imagine, that any agency other than a thinking 
entity coukl have selected so unexpected a form of reply !”

. Notes of seances, at which he was present from this time, 
sufficient to fill three large manuscript volumes, in sixteen 
months, attest the thoroughness with which Mr. Owen entered 
upon his work, and from these he selects interesting accounts.

A very touching little story, and apparently a most convin­
cing one to him, waa that of hit interview with Violet, from 
whom he was always expecting to hear, but was denied the 
pleasure for many months. At length the silence was broken, 
the place and person being the same aa that in the previou* 
instance. The name Violet was spelt o u t; he asked mentally 
with what intent a name so well remembered had been an­
nounced, when, with one or two slight interruptions, the an­
swer came, “ Gave a written promise to remember you even 
after death.”

-F e w  will be able,”  he says, -  to realise the feeling which 
came over me aa these words connected themselves. If there 
was one momento of my youth valued above all others, it waa 
a letter written by Violet in the prospect of death,' and con­
taining, to the very words, the promise which now, after half 
a life rime, came back to me from beyood the bourne. 1 have 
the letter still, but it has never been seen by any one else.”

m m *
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“ T H E  R E C O V E R Y  O F £650 BY C L A IR V O Y A N C E .” 
' T he acet unt it that published in the various newspapers of 
1  the day, and, according to Edwin Paxton Hood, is as 

follows : “ On Saturday, July 14th, 1849, a letter was received 
from Messrs. R. W. Arrowsmith & Co., of this town (Bolton), 
from Bradford, Yorkshire, containing a Bank of England note 
for j£ 5°°» another for ^50, and a bill of exchange for ^100. 
These Mr. Arrowsmith handed over in his regular mode of 
business to Mr. William Lomax, his cashier, who took or 
sent, as he supposed, the whole to the Bank of Bolton (Eqg.), 
and made an entry accordingly in his cash-book. The bank 
book was then at the bank, so that no memorandum of the 
payment was received or expected. After the expiration^pf 
about five weeks, u|>on comparing the bank book with the 
cash-book, it was found that no entry for these sums was in 
the bank book. Inquiry was then made at the bank, but 
nothing was known of the money, nor was there any entry ex­
isting in any book or paper there, and after searching, no trace 
could be found of the missing money; in fact, the parties at the 
bank denied ever having received the sum, or knowing any­

th ing of the transaction. Before the discovery of the loss, 
the bill had become due ; but upon inquiry after the loss was 
discovered, it was found that it had not ueen presented for 
payment. It was therefore inclu d ed  the notes and bill had 
been stolen, and the bill destroyed to prevent detection.

u After some some consideration, it was determined to ap­
ply to Dr. Haddock, as several remarkable cases of clairvoy­
ant perception had taken place through his subject, Emma. 
On Friday, accordingly, August 24th, Mr. Lomax, accompan­
ied by Mr. F. Jones, called on Dr. H. Emma was put instant­
ly into the psychic state. She inquired for the papers,—mean­
ing the letter in which the notes and bill were inclosed,—but 
these Mr. Lomax did not happen to have in his possession ; 
and she said she could not tell anything without it. The next 
day, Mr. Lomax brought the letter, and Mr Haddock requested 
that the contents might not be communicated to him, lest it 
should be supposed he had suggested anything to her. After 
considerable thought and examination, the clairvoyant said 
there had been three different papers for money in tnat letter, 
not post office orders, but papers that came out of a place 
where people kept money in (a bank), and were to be taken to 
another place of a similar kind. That these papers came in 
letter to another gentleman (Mr. ArrowsmithJ, who gave them 
to one present (Mr. Lomax), who put them in a paper, and then 
put them in a red book that wrapped round (a pocket-book). 
Mr. Lomax then, to the surprise of Mr. Haddock, pulled 
from his coat pocket a deep red pocket-book, made just as she 
had described it, and said that it was the book in which he 
was in the habit of placing similar papers.

“  Dr. Haddock thought she was wrong as to the number of 
papers, for he conceived the letter contained a check ; but 
the clairvoyant persisted in saying there were three papers, 
two of which were of the same kind and of the same sort of 
paper, but one more valuable than the other, and a third on 
different paper with a stamp on it. Dr. H. sometimes baffied 
and irritated her by his inquiries in this respect, and by his 
not crediting her statements, but thinking she was in error ; 
and this tended to obscure her meaning. Mr. Lomax now 
said the clairvoyant was right, that the letter contained twb 
Bank of England notes and a bill of exchange, but he did not 
say  what was the value of the notes. Dr. H. then put a ten- 
pound note into the clairvoyant’s hand; she said that two of 
the papers were like that, but more valuable ; and (in answer 
to a question) that the black and white word at the comer was 
longer. She further said that these notes were taken to a 
place where money was kept (a bank), down there (pointing 
towards Deansgate, the site of the Bank of Bolton). Beyond 
this no further inquiry was made at that sitting. . . .

“ On the following Monday, Mr. Lomax called again. The 
clairvoyant was well, and she went over the case again, enter­
ing more minutely into particulars. She persisted in her for­
mer statements, that she could see the marks of the notes in 
the red pocket book, and could see them in the banking house ; 
that they were in paper, and were put, along with many more 
papers, in a private part of the bank ; that they were taken by 
a man at the bank, who put them aside without making any 
•entry, o” taking any further notice of them. She said that 
the people at the bank did not mean to do wrong, but that it 
arose from want of attention. Upon it being stated that she 
might be wrong, and requested to look elsewhere, she said it 
was of no u se; that she could see they were in the bank and 
nowhere e lse ; that she could not say anything else without 
aaying what was not true ; and that, if search was made at the 
bank, where she said, they could be found. In the evening. 
Mr. Arrowsmith, Mr. Makant, and Mr. Jones came again, and 
she was again mesmerised, and again repeated these particu­
lars in their presence.

M Dr. Haddock then said to Mr. Arrowsmith that he was 
tolerably confident the clairvoyant was right, and that he should

recommend him to jpo next day to the baok. and insist upon 
further search ; stating that he felt convinced, from inquiries he 
had made, that his cashier had brought the money there. Mr. 
Makant also urged the same course on Mr. Arrowsmith.

“  The following morning, Tuesday, August 28th, Mr. Arrow- 
smith went to the bank, and insisted upon further search. He 
was told that, after such a search as had been made, it was use­
less, but that to satisfy him it should be made again. Mr. 
Arrowsmith left (of Manchester; and after his departure a 
further search was made, and among a lot of papers, in an in­
ner room at the bank, which was not likely to have been med­
dled with again probably for years, or which might never have 
been noticed again, were found the notes and bill, wrapped in 
a paper, just as the clairvoyant had described them."—Dream 
Land and Ghost Iuind.

[For the ScieatiM.]

N EW  H A V EN  A G IT A T E D .
T H E Y  C A L L  IT  M IN D  R E A D IN G , A N D  T H E  Y A L E  F A C U L T Y  

IN V E S T IG A T E — A N  E X P O S IT IO N  T H A T  D ID  H O T CO M E O F F .

| e \v Haven  has got a mystery,—to them a veritable mys­
tery, it being what they call a mind-reader. And as it 

is called mind reading, the so-called scientific professors of 
Yale can conscientiously investigate. Place it in its true 
category, as a phase in spiritual phenomena, and it would be 
unworthy their attention.

J. R. Brown seems to be exceedingly well developed in his 
“ peculiarities : ”  he can receive impressions from the fourth 
story of a house, he being in the first; he can reveal the 
thoughts of another and answer their mental questions ; be 
can discover things hidden, and do various other things, 
which conclusively prove his mediumistic powers, and through 
which he is elevated to the rank of “  Mind-Reader."

Having given several wonderful exhibitions in New Haven, 
an individual rejoicing in the name of Dr. George M. Beard, 
wrote to the Register of that city denouncing this “ mind- 
reader,** claiming that he had exposed him ; he talked lightly 
of clairvoyance, mind-reading, and Spiritualism, which are 
soon to receive his attention and exposition ; and then showed 
how this particular “ mind-reader” performed his tricks, 
asserted that the Faculty had been duped, that they were 
hasty in endorsing the man, and ended with an offer to come 
to hfew Haven and again expose this operator.

Of course Mr. Brown did not care to be posted in this 
style, and challenged this learned doctor to appear in the Mu­
sic Hall, Oct. 22a, and explain to the people the “ mystery
__l : _ l   , 1 ________  11 m  . .  1  j ____________ ________________ m  1 J  l .which agitates them all.” “  I deny any deception,”  said he, 
“ and again assert I am innocent 01 any desire or attempt to 
deceive the people. My visit to New Haven is for the pur­
pose of allowing the scientific professors of Yale the fullest
scope for investigation, which 1 trust will be given, and in
public’*

The doctor accepted. Then there was a gathering of forces: 
the professor came to assist the learned doctor in gathering 
lis laurels ; and the people came to see this wooaerful ex-his laurels ; and the people came to see this won

posure.
The hall was packed: 1200 people, including a Urge num­

ber of Yale College Faculty, the students, and first citizens of 
New Haven, were present. The committee of judges, chosen 

by Mr. Brown and Dr. Beard, were Prof. Brewer of
W i X

«. oearu. wno wiu prooa- 
exposition of the leading 

reading, and Spiritualism,”  
lation than “ absurdities.”

t'ale,"Judge E . K. Foster. Judge Robinson, Prot Phelps, Dr. 
Sanford of the Yale Medical School, Dr. Lir.iaiey, Dr. Burge 
of Norwalk, Hon. Colin M. Ingersoll of New Haven, and 
Prof. Newton of Yale.

The result was, as might be expected, a victory for Brown, 
and a discomfiture for Dr. G. M. Beard, who will proba­
bly now remodify his “ extended 
phenomena of clairvoyance, mind-rea 
and give them a more gentle appellation i

In speaking of Beard's letter, a New Haven paper says,—
“  It certainly seems that Dr. Beard has been hasty in his 

conclusions, or that his opportunities for examining the power 
of Mr. Brown have been very limited. It is hardly necessary 
for ur to say that his explanation is insufficient To those 
who have attended Mr. Brown's exhibitions, and especially 
to the manv who hive been subjects of experiments in con­
nection with him, Dr. Beard's exposition is entirely unsatis­
factory, even as an explanation of those experiments during 
which Mr. Brown and the subject are in close contact by 
means of the Joined left hands. When we come to con skier 
the experiment in which a mental impression was snccessfiiUy 
received bv Mr Brown through thirty feet of insulated copper 
wire, Dr. Beard's explanation has no force whatever. More­
over, eminent professors of the Scientific School will unhesi­
tatingly testify' that Mr. Brown received a mental impression 
in the basement of North Sheffield Hall trom a person in the 
fourth story above by means o f a similar wire, and success­
fully designated the article thought of by that person. If the 
mental impressions were received by Mr. Brown only when in
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close personal contact with the subject, Dr. Beard's self- 
styled exposition or explanation would, perhaps, deserve some 
consideration : but as this is not the case, the public will 
judge that his letter has not affected Mr. Brown’s reputation 
for honesty, or lessened the value o f his experiments.

Our readers will remember that mind-reading has already 
been treated of in the Sc ie n t ist .

D IS P E L L IN G  T H U N D E R  B Y  R IN G IN G  CH URCH  
B E L L S .

LEcntlciTV has played so many “ fantastic tricks before 
i s  high heaven,”  has killed so many Altmans, animals, and 
got up so many “  thundering big rows,”  during the ages, that 
one is more than surprised at the small part performed by the 
so-called “  intuitions of the soul ”  in correction or modifica­
tion of these “  freaks of Nature." An instructive chapter in 
the interests of experimental philosophy and science is called 
for to enable “  the curious to understand this mystery of the 
mind better,—for as the matter is now stated, it is difficult to 
believe in the truthfulness of statements like the following, 
and attach any practical importance to the prompting of 
intuition at the same time. We quote from Henry Belinaye, 
“ Surgeon Extraordinary,”  &c., &c., who, in his “ Sources of 
Health and Disease,”  says,—

•  Electricity, pervading all bodies in Nature, has naturally 
become the subject of earnest and interesting inquiry, 
and it is only recently that its connection with Magnetism 
has been distinctly traced and proved ; still, doubtless, much 
remains to be known of it, in relation to ourselves. What 
has been already ascertained, however, is far from sterile in 
its application to the uses of life, were we to instance only the 
conductors, by which so many lives have been saved, both on 
sea and oo land, and its application to the cure of disease. 
In the former particular, its laws should be made an especial 
object of study. It is not many years since people were con­
tinually killed  by the habit of ringing the M is of churches 
to dispel thunder. In 1718, twenty-four churches in a small 
compass of country in Lower Brittany, were struck in this 
way by lightning, in one night. It has been estimated that in 
thirty-three years three Hundred and eighty-six churches 
were struck by lightning in France, and one hundred and 
three hell-ringers killed. In England, and in our times, the 
same thing may occur; for we have recent examples of 
churches being struck, in an electrical state of the atmospnere, 
and persons killed, while ringing bells for divine service."

These figures being true, it is evident the “  Divine Econo­
m y”  “ is no respecter o f persons,” —being thoroughly practi­
cal in applying the principle of “ equal taxation ”  to church 
property and ecclesiastical ignorance.

P L A N C H E T T E .
it  I f  order, will out ”  is as sure as fate, and their is nothing 

so inevitable, unless it is planchette.
The other day I had a conversation with Mr. — well, never 

mind the name, but he is a real personage, and declares that 
the following incident is of actual occurrence :

By the way of prologue, let me mention that Mr. G. (that 
initial looks as well as any other) is a firm believer in mes­
merism, and even dabbles a little in that “ mysterious science” 
—to the extent of tipping tables, moving chairs, and other 
articles Of furniture, by the “  subtle essence,”  or the force of 
will, aided by perfect faith, as he hath i t

Some years ago, when planchette first made its bow before 
the American public, Mr. G. became deeply interested in its 
vagaries, and soon became an expert in its management—had 
it entirely subject to his will, and many were the startling 
disclosures made through its agency ; but the “  cap-shcat” 
was th is :

Mr. G. announced to hit more skeptical acquaintances that 
he would hold a seance at his house, when the doubters might 
easily be convinced of the error of their way, or belief.

The hour arrived, and with it those interested—despite 
tkeptism— in the workings of the wonderful bit of wood.

Among the guests wav a family, who may be called, for 
convenience sake, the B .'t—fathers, mothers, and married 
daughters.

Various questions were put and answered, satisfactorily or 
otherwise ; but generally otherwise.

Then the B.’s were observed in close conversation, a little 
aside from the rest of the guests. By the wav, this family 
were recent arrivals, and of their past history but little was 
known, even by the most curious of the gossipers.’ They ap­
peared to be respectable people, and were greatly liked by 
their new acquaintances.

Mr. B. then advanced, and said he would like to test the 
powers of planchette. He was to ask a question in his own 
mind, and planchette would endeavor to answer it through the
medium of Mr. and Mrs. G., whose fingers were pressed up­
on the wooden heart.

All was silence fora few moments. Every eye was raised 
upon the instrument. Then it began to move, and revealed a 
huge figure 4.

“  Wrong ! ”  shouted Mr. B., clapping his hands gleefully; 
“  Wrong ! —she’s only had three ! ”

His test question was, “  How many husbands had his wife 
buried ?”

As the entire company had been strangers to him and his 
until a year past, he felt assured that planchette must speak 
entirely of its own knowledge.

This question was the last one propounded, and the compa­
ny soon after dispersed, but it was noticed that the lively Mrs.
B. was strangely subdued, and that she and her daughter 
whis(, red together very earnestly.

The next day, Mr. B. called upon Mr. G., and, after a little 
talk, abruptly said,—

“  1 want to buy that planchette thing of yours, neighbor, 
or else get you to promise not to work it any more. You know 
I thought you made a fool of yourself last night, but instead I 
find 1 was a fool,—and have been for the last thirty years past. 
What d’y ’ think wife said to me after we got home ? You 
know I said your figure was one point too nigh,—that she’d 
only had three. I didn’t know I was lying until wife said, says 
she, ‘ Father, I do believe the very Old Boy himself is in that 
plaguey thing ! ’ Says I, ‘ What do you mean ? Itg u e istd  
wrong. It said that you’d had four husbands.’ Says she, 
‘ Well, father, the fact is, I had one that you didn’t know any­
thing about.’ ” —Panbnry Arw s

IM P O S T U R E , A N D  F A T A L  R E S U L T S .

Ox the 16th of September last, in Toronto, one Walker, pre­
tending to be a spiritual medium, used phosphorus at a 

gathering causing the death of one John Saunders. We clip 
the following from the Toronto Globe. It is the verdict 
rendered by Coroner Riddell, at the General Hospital, in ac­
cordance with the facts of the case. It says,—

“ That the said John Saunders, on the 6th of October, 1874, 
came to his death from the effects of certain burns inflicted 
while attempting to extinguish some burning phosphorus at 
J . O’Brien's hotel, Front Street, Toronto, on the 16th of Sep­
tember, 1874, which said phosphorus had been ignited by one 
Walker, for the purpose of deception, he pretending to be 
able as a Spiritualistic medium, to answer questions and de­
lineate faces v i  spirits in fire, by virtue of his gifts as such 
medium ; that therefore the said Walker (the professional me­
dium) feloniously caused the death of said John Saunders.”

J 'lo T E g  AND J ’JOTICEfS.

M usic Hai.l  Society  o f  S pir it u a l ist s .—This Society 
held its usual afternoon service Sunday, and Mrs. Emma 
Hardinge Britten was the lecturer. It was delivered in her 
usual clear, concise, and faultless style, was forcible and in­
structive, and we regret that the abstracts made do not give 
her that justice which would warrant us in publishing them. 
It was worthy of a full report.

J ohn A. Andrew  H all.— Mrs. S. A. Floyd lectured, under 
control, afternoon and evening. The afternoon lecture was 
on the “ Soul, and Spirit Return.”  The increasing attendance 
at these lectures testify to the interest they are awakening. 
Questions, of whatever nature, relating to the philosophy or 
science of Spiritualism are readily and clearly answered by 
this speaker.

C h il d r e n ’s P rogressive Lyceum, N o. 1.— The exer­
cises of the Lyceum Sunday morning consisted of declama­
tions by Miss Ella Carr, Miss May Potter, Albert Berthesen, 
Miss Clark, Mabel Edson ; Song by Miss Cora Stone ; Dec­
lamation, Hosea B. Johnson ; Readings, Frank Wheeler, Mrs. 
Jackson ; Remarks by Dr. Richardson and Albert Carpenter. 
Report submitted by Wm. A. Wiliiams, Secretary.

F or fresh, interesting, and instructive reading the books 
just published by J. R. Osgood & Co. are the best of the new 
publications in the market. Trowbridge's new story “  Fast 
Friends,” “  Little Classics," “  Haxel Blossoms," and “  The 
Schoolmaster's Trunk,”  have received such endorsments 
from the press of the country as to justify this statement. 
Notice the 96th page for subject matter and prices.

Books R eceiv ed .—The Sanitarian, New York. Among 
the many good articles are “  New Theories of Disease— 
Notes 00 the Prosecution of/’ by H. L. Bartlett, M. D., and 
“ Contaminated Water,”  by Gen. E. L. Vide, C.E.
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effort to unite reverence and a rational religion-, faith with Sptntuahsm. There 
are many who will h«il such an exponent."

T he “  B  »ston H erald ," in it* editorial column of September t i ,  any* “ The 
> M fit I it in the title of a new weekly paper, published and edited by 

Mr E. Gerry Brown. We judge by the opening number that the editor propone* 
to make hi* paper the exponent o f that better closs at spiritualists n ho do aoC be­
lieve that every other form of revelation but them  it fa k e ."

** Boston T raveler." ** T he Spirit turf'Scientist is the title at a new weekly 
paper, published and edited by Mr. E . <'«errv Brown. Mr. Brown it a  practical 
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Boston Transcript. The S/tritm el Scientist m t w  
aal. published at 9 Brom field Street; Mr. E . d e n y  Brown 
of years been connected with the Boston Press, being anno 
»  to be devoted to the discussion and advocacy o f the | 
in it* highest and purest manifestations, and should be 
tude o f believers. The typographical appearance and 
rangement of this new journal is excellent.

reive page week:- 
who has for a ■

‘ •Commercial Bulletin "  “  The dm  
journal devoted to the science, history, 
wa* issued on Thursday. It is a

x o f  the Spiritnnl Scientist. a x 
* t e f S

A LIBERAL OFFER.

To persons who receive this Circular we will send the 
Scientist , on trial, for three months, on receipt of 

SIXTY CENTS.
By making this offer, we place it in the power of every 

one to advance the cause and the paper.
It would seem that all who have the least interest in 

Spiritualism could afford to do this.
Do not hesitate. Send in your name at once on this 

blank.

........................................................... 1874.

Publishers o f the Scientist, 9 Rrom feld Street, Boston.

Oh receipt of this order, send the “ Sp iritu a l 
Scien tist'’ addressed at fo llo w s:  —
Name.................................................................................................

P ftv n t .  ■  w ty  n M  I p ^ i n n .  ,  Mr E . U c m  ] 
able 10 oSkr a very uttereMinc array V  ongMal and aaiaard  m a il e r ,  arraafed aa 
vuitabl* department,, and the nee enterpnaa deverre, the Mppcvt at aR — r r

| ested in the doctrine* it proclaims. ’

•* Lawrence American "  The SpiritssnJ Scientist is the title at a  new j a urns’ , 
edited Ly Mr. E . Gerry Brown, late of tike bustnem department of the “  Journal o f 
Commerce." Mr Brown »  a thoroughly conscientious Spiritualise. a plenmnt 
writer, and a genial good follow. T he Scientist is a  twelve-page paper, and the 
drst number betokens m od taste and ability. The believers m p e i t n l  phenom­
ena, and all who would he informed m to its hem ph—at, e e l  fend m the new

5
paper the 1 _________ ____________ _______ ___
publishing often is at N o,'9 Brom he id Street. B o s t o n , and the

The "  Haverhill Pub lisher" says: “ it discusses in aa able and 1 
ner the various phases o f this modem doctrine whtch »  me*mg 
world to itv foundation. It is well calculated to cum m isf attention I 
are interested in free dncnaatua on all subject* port mm ng to so oner a

T h e ” Quincy Patriot " *• H e ta. in our estim ation, capable o f giving has paflmns 
aa able p a p e r . a s  the held he enter* is wahmated, g iv in g  him a grand ■p artem tv
to show has intellectual abilities. We would therefore call the a tta stu s  of the 
maay Spiritualists in thae place to the S o m m e r .

"  South bridge Journal." “  T he editor n  a Spiritualist o f tin cere conviction ; 
a genial. intelUgeaM gentleman, and we wish ham ereB."

“  T he R. P. Journal," o f Chicago, s a y s : “  It it  conduct ed m an able manner

Scientist Publishing Co.
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J onh A. A n n a s*  H a l l .—Free Meetings, S a n d s *.— 
Lecture by M rs S. A. Kk*yd. * 1 1 3 - 4  and y i - t  P.M  
T W  i t d ia i w  pn vik<*d  u> ask any proper questions 
on spirit nelky. Excellent quartette tinging. Public

r r r . ^ '

B u t n o v b i  H a l l ,  rear o f 413 Washington Street, 
■ear ooreer of Bo; letuo Street. The Music H all 
Becaery o f Spiritualists will commence meeting* 
Sunday Octooe r  i i . i t  quarter to 3 o’ clock, and coo*

C o u n c i l  N o. I . — New Fraternity H all, cor. o f Berke- 
»y and Appleton Streets. Lectures afternoon and

Independent, Untecta 1 inn, 

A nd ‘Progressive.

Uuorpaued as an Adrertism Medium!

Boston Weekly Globe,
E IG H T  P A G E S ,

A n d  F l f l y - S l x  C o lu m n ** .

O IL Y  $2.00 K R  ANNUM

^DVE^TISEMENTg.

GEO. WOODS & CO.’S
O R C A N S .

A dvertisem en t?.

v e  L yc eu m , N o. 1, holds it* 
ngtun Street, ever) Sunday ai 

W u .  A. W i l l i a m s .  Sec’ y.
Bowrow SrtaiTtAiW T*’ U n ion, at 354 Washington 

Street, on Sunday afiern<»«A and evening, at > «-• 
and 7 t-e o’clock. Tbe public are cordially in vited .- 
H. S» W ill 1 cm.a. P ru d e n t

L p i u n i  H a l l .— Free Fuklic Teet Circles at 10 1-* 
A . H  and ;  i-e  P M Thom as Cook, Chairman 
Free Spiritual Lyceum  Conference at 1 P. M. for 
yunqg and old speakers, declamations, A c ., Ac

M b d u /m s ' M b b t ik c  at Tem /fere Halt, »8o W ash­
ington Street at 10 i e  A . M , each Sunday. All 
mediums cordially invited.

T n r  L a d  i n '  A id  S o c ir r v  will until further notice 
bold Its meetings at Rochester H all. 354 Washington 
Street, oe Tuesday afternoon and evening of each 
w eek.- M av C . C. H a yw ard , President ; M 
E l l a  M b a d b , Secretary.

EXCELLENT NEW BOOKS,
W H IT T IE R 'S  N E W  BO O K . 

I I u/.H -IIIohmhii*. #  1 .5 0 .
A 1 harming volume, containing the poet's noble 

tribute to Charles Sumner, the short piece* he has 
produced within the past two years, and se ieral poems 
written by his sister Elizabeth.

T R O W B R ID G E 'S  N E W  S T O R Y .

Fust Frirn ilc
Vol 4 in the " J a c k  Hasard "  series. Illustrated.

9 1 •
"  Fast Eriends * is complete in itself, yet continue* 

he story o f lack Hazard in a way to oelii 
and old readers. The four '* Ja c k  Hazard "  stories^

Boston Daily Globe,
THE BIST PAPES IN BOSTON!

T hese remarkable instrument* have created much 
iaterest in America and Europe by reason o f their

B e a u tifu l M u s ic a l E ffects,

E M  Designs & Elaborate Finisb.
Their P IA N O  Stop is a  piano o f beautiful tone, ! 
which will never require tuning. A ll interested in 

music should khow o f this important invention. 
Address

C E O . W O O D S & CO .,
CAM BRIDCEPORT, MASS.,

W trtro o m i:
66 A 66 A n ams S r -  C hicago . 
d  L u d g a tb  H iu  . L ondon, E mg.

Be n f n  and examine the

F I S C H E R  P I A N O S .
T h ey  are the mast desirable of any Piano ever 

offeeed for the price. Second hand, all prices, from 
# 6 0  to # 3 0 0 , Pianos to rent, at L A D D  A C O ’ S , 
460 Washington St., opposite Boy 1st on.

the story o f lack Hazard in a way to delight young 
and old renders. The f< >ur "  Jack  Hazard "  stories, 
namely, " l a c k  H azard," "  A Change fne Himself. 
“ Doing His B est." ami " E a s t  Frien ds," are among 
the most interesting and healthy stories ever writteu 
for and about bov«. Price f t  .jo  each ; in box,

L it lit* CiUMMiot.
1. E X I L E .  I I .  I N T E L L E C T .  111. T R A G E D Y .

Containing Stories and sketches by HaWtborDS,
-----I. H al*. -------- ---  “  ~  ‘

Forest. ]
others, f  1 each volume.

E B. H ale, B ret H arte , De Quincey. 
De Forest. D ickens, Mrs. Judson , and

"  In these little. p re t^ v  printed and bound books, 
the reader of average intelligence can possess the 
cream o f English literature, and the best o f the best 
authors."—U ffr iX M / f  Timet.

M R S . D IA Z 'S  N E W  V O L U M E .

T lie  S ch o o lm aste r* *  T r u n k .
Illustrated. 30 cents ; doth  f t .

"  Full o f good, sound, common sense. An earnest 
p lea, though veiled in playful language, foe over­
worked womankind. T here are also hints in plenty
for the * men folk*.' " — Wertester Sfiy.

GLOBE PU BLISH IN G  CO,
BO k 92 Washington S tm t,

BOSTO N.

BOOK READ ERS^ ATTEMTIOlt!
T b e nadermgfvnd„ believing that Book* should be 

t k e e f i ,  m  v e il as s e e d ,  p n w m s  to s h m r r  t h e  p r o f i t s  
• f  I m f l  with the bwynr. and reduce (be price He 
m now mndy, and will sand in order tbe l o t e s i  and 
* B f  h U m m m m  at n discount o f  tw enty cento on tbe 
dfafar. AM wders ever tan dntters (# k»a» )  will n e n v t  
a farther it f a t t u a of  f i r e  f f e r  t e n d .

Boohs, fa a#  Myles, on Soane* . H istory, T ravels,

Natural |f f a t r y ,  oaa bn had  at dm above reduced
roan.

M f a m f  f f « « d  Books wdl be fcremrded a 
•  e t t g k t  a d m a r r  a* -  auctoon prices." the pnrticulnr 
far A k h  can be mmfad by t t w u r i l m i.

V t T  A l t  m o n e y  should be Mat b  0
hrwardnd tW m gh ths agency o f  tbe F e s t - M m e t e r  
the o r d e r  / r e  t h e  s o  m o  t r i m *  t o o t  t o

1 . H. W. TOOHEY.
4 7  B r s t o w a y ,  •  •  •  •  C k o la o a , N u

HENBT 7. MILLEB,
Pianoforte Manufacturer,

B O S T O N .

W M . c .  H I L L ,
PIANOS.

A lso , agent for the celebrated

ESTEY ORGAN.
77 ELIO T S T R EET .

R  C. IIA Z K L T O N ,

Specialty Photographer,
l i O  W a sh in g to n  S t . ,  H ot to n .

WE O FFER

A  B A R G A I N !
SO CENTS EACH.

H m n d r o d s  o f  S t y l e s  o f  M i l  H u r r y  t > r  m o ­

m e n t s ,  s o n  s l o t  i n f  o f  H I  u s  C u t  S t e e l ,  W u e  

I H m m o u d  S t o o l ,  D e a r *  J e t ,  K u y l l s h  B l m e k  

O m e n s t .  S m o k e  H r m r l ,  W h i t e  F e r n e t ,  ( H i t .  

S h e l l ,  K u y t l m k  J e t ,  f i e  , In  L e m  e r e ,  S  p r o p s ,  

d o s s i e r s ,  H u s k i e s ,  W e r n e r s ,  S l i d e s ,  m u d  

s o r r y  e m r o t y  o f  p o t t e r u .  T o  s l o e s  e u t  t h e  

M A n e ,  m e  o g r e  t h e m  m t 3 9  C e n t s  K m e k ,  m u d  

t h e  m h o l e  o s s e r t m e u t  In  o h m m e e  f r o m ,  m i

WATXBXAN * CO.’S,
2 2 0  Washington Street, BoaUm.

I (J Doom North of Sommer S t a r t )

Book and Job Printing,
9 Bromfleld S treet,

% •  For sale by Bookseller*. Sent postpaid, oa 
receipt o f price, by the Publishers,

J A M E S  I t .  O S G O O I) «  CO.,
B O S T O N .

THE DANGEROUS CLERGY I Sri,,) t .
W. F . Jamieson, No. 9 Montgomery Place, Boston, 
Mass, for a  copy of “  T he C f a n  a Source of D anger 
to the American Republic." Price reduced to # 1.30 ; 
gilt. $7-00, postage paid.

" W m  Je su s Christ a  D em ocrat?”  (a pamphlet?. 
Price, *5 cents, will be ready November first.

M I R A C L E S
A N D  M O D E R N  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

BY AirRBD R. WALLACE, V. B. G. X. and 0. Z. V,
One of the most important scientific works which hat 
yet appeared on bchiklf of Spiritualism.

This new work will contain, in addition to other 
attractions,—

l.  ** T he scientific aspects o f the Supernatural.'’ 
much enlarged, with an Appendix o f personal interest.

a. An answer to the arguments o f Hume, Lccky and 
others against Miracles.

Subscriptions will be received at this office for this 
new work, which will soon be ready for delivery.

PRICK, #2.00 .
S C IE N T IS T  P U B L IS H IN G  C O .. 

9 Bromfield S tm t,  Boston.

Beautiful Fresh Flowers,
A N D  FLORAL D E SIG N S

For all Occasions.
D E K  A  D O Y L E ,

Z L O R i a r a  A N D  S E E D S M E N ,
37 TREMONT ST., BOSTON.

B IN D E R S !  B IN D E R S !  
B IN D E R S I

Bind Your Scientists!
F.mars on’s Binder fasten* by means o f durarabfa cords 
and c  ten to, or fastenings, in such a manner that one or 
more o f the SCIENTISTS, are held aa firmly as fa a  
vice. I>truction* accompany each Binder

P r i c e  E i g h t y  C e n t s .
For Sale at Scientist Office,


