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THE NEED OF SPIRIT INTERCOURSE, AS EVI-
DENCE OF IMMORTAL LIFE.

IT J. H W. rOOK.Y

The integrity of the intellect, and the more emotional
aspirations of the mind enter into this demand for verified
evidence ; and now more than ever, when a better acquaint-
ance with the religions of other ages and nations seemingly
justify criticisms that subordinate so many of the traditions
and beliefs commonly entering into the historic pled for im-
mortality.

True, the creeds of most churches and the philosophies of
the colleges profess psychology a science, and hold to the
theory of tlie soul's immortality; but formulate thodoctrines
on the teachings and authority of the Bible, sup;««ing there-
by a foregone conclusion that makes science properly so-called
impossible. No doubt, the assumption here, as /sewhere, in
the literature and philosophy of theology, is that the higher
comprehends the less,—the less in this case bong the asserted
naturalness of life immortal, and the possibility of the spirit's
return.

But just here, and on this issue, the diftculty is in knowing
what that higher evidence is that exclude, the need of further
verification of proofs, supposed to be capable of demonstrat-
ing the certainty of future life to the individual and the race.
Theology a part therefore, an appeal to some of the conclu-
sions reached, and a partial survey of he ground gone over,
may illustrate the growing need for further verification of the
first principles giving consistency an« certainty to spiritual
hopes and expectation!.

Theodore Pakker (to commence with a well-known and
respected thinker) found his highest evidence of immortality
in the historic testimony, that eaistenc; beyond the grave was
“ the common belief of mankind ;” induing that the idea of
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living forever was “an intuition,” an instinctive belief,
which comes unavoidably from the nature of man. *“ In the
same way," he adds, “ came the belief in God; the love of
man, the sentiment of justice." *“ And so fully satisfied is he
with this conclusion, that he ignores the need of any additionaf
evidence, natural, spiritual, or miraculous; and stops in his
repudiation of supposible helps only with the inevitable, the
“infallible certainty” that comes through tk. ministry of
death, and ends in the transplanting of spirit So absolute,
indeed, is his conviction on this point, that his testimony
reads like a declaration of war to all persons and parties
r.ftering. him additional proof and furthei certainty of immortal
life.

He says: “ For my own part, | can conceive of nothing
which shall make me more certain of my immortality. No
miracle could make me more sure. . . . No, not if the souls
of all my sires since time began came thronging round, and
with miraculous speech told me they lived, and that | also
should live. | could only say, / knew alt this before, why
waste your heavenly speech ? | have now indubitable cer-
tainty of my eternal life; Death, removing me to the next
state, can give me infallible certainty.” (Sermon on Immortal
Life.)

This is honest, but not conclusive. No doubt it was native
to his thinking, as we have every reason to believe—it was
characteristic of the man, his temperament and culture. And
all the more acceptable to him, as similar convictions had been
held by Socrates, Plato, Cato, and many other worthies, whose
lives and teaching it was his delight to honor. Then, as now,
however, the' conclusion failed to give certainty to the spiritual
thinker, as it reflected the peculiarities of the individual,
rather than the necessary basis for a reliable psychology.
True, “ the pleasing hope, the fond desire, the longing after
immortality," may have been intuitive and impulsive to certain
temperaments among the ancients and the moderns ; but, like
many other notions that in their day and way passed for “ di-
vine promptings,” they are lost to this practical age, having
failed to keep pace with the progress of the intellect This
statement is general; but add to it the acknowledged skepti-
cism of the age, the severely marked personal preferences
of creed makers and creed breakers, and it become obvious
to logical sense that objective and positive evidence is needed
to meet the demands of the critical, and give certainty to Spir-
itual Science.

We appeal to history, and select from its many witnesses the
testimony of the dying Sauaderson, the blind mathematician,
to point our logic and deepen conviction. For, aasid the
closing scenes of his life, he found hie notions ef Deify ex-
ceedingly vague and unsettled. And to the clergyman who
endeavored to console him with the evidence of a God, as
offered by the astonishing mechanism of the universe, he said:
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“ Alas | | have been condemned to pass my life in darkness,
and you apeak to me of prodigies which | cannot compre-
hend, and which can only be felt by you, and those who see
like you.” When reminded Qf the feith of Newton, Leibnitz,
and Clark, his early studies, and the objects of his profound-
cat veneration, he remarked, “ The testimony of Newton is
not so strong for me as that of Nature was for him. Newton
believed in the word of Cod for himself, while | am reduced
*0 believe in that of Newton." Dying, he exclaimed, “ God
of Newton, have mercy on me.” (Prescott's Mis.)

If Mr. Parker, and the advocates of the intuitive philoso-
phy place the experience of Saunderson among the exceptions
to the general rule, the question, with whom and when the
rule is to have beginning and end, must be settled; since
every age and nation has had its skeptical period, as well as
its reign of faith ; mental pathology following the decline of
spiritual health. And all the more, as Mr. Parker makes the
acceptance of immortal life “ come in the same way as a belief
in God, the love of man and the sentiment of justice,” each
and all of which are still unsettled in anthropology.

Henry Thomas Buckle, the analyst of Civilization, reaches
a similar conclusion when he says, “ Strictly speaking, there
is in the present early condition of the human mind, no subject
onwhich we can arrive with complete certainty ; but the belief
in a future state approaches that certainty nearer than any other
belief and it is one, which if eradicated, would drive most of
ns to despair. On both of these grounds it stands alone. It
is fortified by arguments far stronger than can be adduced in
support of any other opinion, and it is a supreme consolation
to those who suffer under affliction, or smart under a sense of
Injustice.” . . . But, “ let us take heed how we rest it on the
testimony of inspired writings, when we know that the inspira-
tion of one epoch is often different from the inspiration of the
other. If Christianity should ever perish, the age that loses
it will have reason to deplore the blindness of those who teach
mankind to defend this glorious and consolatory tenet; not
by geoeral considerations of the fundamental properties of our
commit nature, but by assertions, traditions, and records
which do not bear the stamp of universality, since in one
state of society they are held to be true, and in another state
of society they are held to be false." (Essays.)

Mr. Buckle, more of a scientist and less of a theologian
than Mr. Parker, sends forth his warning protest against the
iatnitive and other methods now popularly supporting the
theory of immortal life; but just how to correct the evil com-
plained of, he does not state. To appeal to “ the properties
of our common nature,” as suggested by him, is the daily,
hourly practice of spiritualistic and anti-spiritualistic theorists ;
each ooe drawing such conclusions from our “ common na-
ture ” as may fellowship best with the bias of temperament,
culture, or interest, as one or all of these conditions may con-
trol the organization. Indeed, it is difficult to understand
just what Mr. Buckle meant by this appeal “ to the proper-
ties of our common nature,” since he dismissed the speculative
method from bis philosophizings, and considered psychology
as sadly defective as Mrs. Crowe, when she wrote of it as “ a
name without a science." He goes even further and condemns
metaphysics ; they having “ led to no -truth and no develop-
ment of a beneficial kind in the history of the world,” « more
than justifying the criticism of Voltaire, when he asserted
that “ the systems of Pythagoras, Democritus, Plato, Des-
caites, and Leibnitz have all tumbled to the ground.” (Let-
ters, 1776.)

We arc forced to the conclusion, therefore, that the spirits
must furnish the needed and much desired evidence of immor-
tal life | since the proof must come through their manifesta-
tions and developments,—the same being objective, “ a real
reality,” and very matter-of-fact-ish. Evidence of this char-
acter slows can substitute knowledge leu belief and make it as
easy as natural to seek verification in things spiritual.

e “ Spirit Dnwines.” By W M Wilkinson: London, 1(64. p 7> Is
a MSS te sops, “ Mr Buckle end t clerical (need wkaeseod the spiritual
phis......... just Wises W want os Ws last jawrasy, ps hsrinf previously
domed th e ymnktktf. The Bsrwury was a psafWrpriss, sad
Mb Mb he lap awake UWse two IsScums Wfhw pundenal es
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The laws of mind demand it; the hopes and aspirations of
the doubting many support it; while the preferences every-
where felt, and so generally acknowledged in favor of tests,
communications, and other forms of spirit manifestation, point
with unerring certainty to the time when superstitious igno-
rance and theological commonplace will give way to the cer-
tainties of spiritual knowledge, and the now doubting millions
will no longer doubt, but rejoice in a natural, rational faith in
life everlasting.

tNANETY.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN'S PHILOSOPHY OF
DEATH.

r['HE following letter is “ an abridgement in little” of much
1 of the spiritual philosophy on the nature and office of
death. It is full of good sense and cheerful wisdom, and tells
the truth of many, when it sgys that “ a man is not completely
born until he is dead ;” although it reads broadly paradox-
ical to one remembering the life labors of the author. Taking
it as a whole, however, it should be remembered as one of the
gems of our spiritual science, the cardinal doctrines of which
are: Ist, “ ffV are spirits;” 2d, The world is a School for
progress and development, — all of which is nicely sensed and
tenderly worded, in spite of the implied dualism underlying
its teachings.
(An unpublished letter to Miss E. Hubbard.]

Dear Child: 1condole with you. We have lost a most
dear and valuable relation, but it is the will of God and na-
ture that these mortal bodies be laid aside when the soul is to
enter into real life. ’Tis rather an embryo state,— a prepara-
tion to living ; a man is not completely born until he is dead.
Why, then, should we grieve that a new child is born among
the immortals,— new member added to their society.

We art apints. That bodies should be lent to us while
they can afiotd us pleasure, assist us in semiring knowledge,
or in doing goo* to our fellow-creatures, it a kind of benevo-
lent act of Go<P When they become unfit for their purposes,
and afford us pain instead of pleasure, instead of an aid be-
come an incumbrance, and answer none of the intentions for
which they were given, it is equally kind and benevolent that
a way is provided by which we may get rid of them. That
way is death.

We ourselves, prudently in some cases, choose a partial
death. A mangled, painful limb which cannot be restored,
we willingly cut off. He that plucks out a tooth parts with it
freely, since the pain goes with it; and he that quits the whole
body parts with all the pains and possibility of pains and dis-
eases it was liable to or capable of making him suffer.

OUr friend and we are invited abroad on a party of pleasure
that is to last forever. His chair* was first ready, and has
gone before us. We could not conveniently all start together;
and why should you and | be grieved at this, since we are
soon to follow, and we know where to find him ?

Adieu, my dear, good child, and believe that I shall be, in

state, your affectionate papa. Beh;. FnA.Mti.ro.

ladelphia, Feb. 12, 17S-

Alluding to the sedan chairs then in fashionable use.

whether in plants and animals, or in men and
is the grand external sign of goodness of organ-

ization integrity of function ; and the highest possible
beauty dicate nothing less than perfection in these par-
ticulars. | the proportion, therefore, that we approach phys-

ical p@n@aiﬁoJ) we become beautiful,—* the idea of beauty"
being, as the learned Dr- Pritchard truly says, synonymous
with health and Vrfect organization. Physical goodness (or
health) and beauty " ‘I* always be found to bear a strict rela-
tion to each other ~** |atter being everywhere the sign or
symbol of the fornBf- A lack of beauty in any member or
system of the body\dica,e* a lack of goodness or health in
that member or systlr'- A deformity of limba sh°»* clearly
enough a want of goJlness in ,he locomotive system j a bad
complexion not feggscrtainly indicates something wrong in
the vital system ¢« and 1 malformation of the brain, made man-
ifest by the shape of t|e cranium is a sure sign of want of
balance or symmetry in**t* o, )

This relation was well und' r»,00<l by the ancient Greeks,
who placed beautv next to = * m*d' it an object of
worsfipiandz French*wrd' r Mfle**°  !°° Church,
too) declares that the true obJ*cl °*  ‘religions is the progres-
sive development of h«f"V ¢ u ‘bat lends to unite man
with Cod, by making tMrm , k* 7¢ 1**s, on Physical
Perfection. '
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GROWTH AND RECOGNITION OF SPIRIT-LIFE

the above subject Mrs. Coral L. V. Tappan delivered an

ddress at Manchester, which is published in full in “ The
Medium,” from which we make the following abstracts. In
accordance with previous announcement, the audience selected
a committee of five, and reporting three subjects, the audience
selected, “ Growth and Recognition in Spirit-Life,” or, as it was
worded, “ Is there growth and change in the Spirit World,
and do the departed recognize those whom they have known
here ?”

Mrs. Tappan commenced by saying, “ It is frequently sup-
posed that death is the final change, everything that [>ertains
to the soul, to its future life, to its preparation therefor, must
be accomplished in this, or the material world.” Then, as
authority upon the subject, the sacred record Or Scriptures
were referred to, and that portion selected which as testimony
was relied upon in Christendom. The Hebrew Bible, the
foundation in the New Testament for a belief in a future state,
the proofs offered by Christ, the teachings of Paul, and the
interpretations by the church, were all considered at length,
and in a powerfully argumentative style. The revelations of
Swedenborg were also noticed, and then the experience of
Spiritualists, or persons who have held converse with departed
spirits. From the latter was taught that “ when children en-
ter the spiritual state at an early age, they increase in spiritual
knowledge and unfoldment as they would have done on earth,
the spiritual form growing proportionately as the physical
form would have grown here.” And it was shown that if the
next life is a continuance of the one here, nothing would be
more deplorable than that an infant should always remain,
through the unending ages of eternity, with only the faculties
it here possessed. The speaker thought that when Christ
says, “ Except ye become as little children ye cannot enter the
kingdom of heaven,” he referred to the innocence and purity
of the childlike mind, and not to the state of infancy in which
we recognise childhood. The speaker differs from the church,
which believes the early passing away of the child is a fortu-
nate circumstance ; he holds that “ the earthly life is intended
for the benefit, advancement, and growth of the human spirit;”
but nature and the laws of the Deity have provided compen-
sations, so that the child is not deprived of these advantages,
but spiritual instruction is provided by God in his wise benefi-
cence, and there are no little waifs or paupers in the spirit-
land. Yet, nevertheless, recognization, one of the other in
the spirit-world, is inevitable, and no change, no growth, no
circumstance, or time, can separate the spirit and mind from
those to whom it is really bound by ties of spiritual affection.
In continuance the speaker said,—

“ That the laws concerning the spiritual lile are capable of
being distinctly portrayed in the science of spiritual unfold-
ment we shall clearly snow to you ; that while the recognition
in heaven has been a part of the distinctive hypothesis of the
Christian religion, still the sometime lingering doubt as to
whether you would meet the loved ones in heaven, or whether
the state and condition of mind might not be changed so as
to prevent you from meeting them, is now absolutely solved
by the still more subtle science of the soul itself; for whatever
t>elongs to the spirit is in its nature eternal; whatever is abso-
lutely a part of its growth cannot perish, and any possession
which belongs to it spiritually cannot be severed or wrested
from it by any outside circumstance or change at death. That
the method of spiritual existence is distinctively and abso-
lutely governed by laws—Ilaws as inviolable and as decisive
in their nature as those that govern the revolution of the heav-
enly bodies—and that if there be a spirit hound to you by
ties of affection upon earth, the very inevitable law of spiritual
existence makes them bound to you in spirit-life. It is not
external compulsion ; it is not outward circumstance, as it is
oftentimes on earth ; it is not the mere tie of consanguinity :
it is something more than this: that the child that is yours,
the possessor of your spirit, the outgrowth of your mind, is
inevitably linked to you by a spiritual tie; and that that tie,
far from ,being weakened oy death, is made stronger as the
)>ody that divides you is lessened and weakened by death.
This which you call life, or the circumstances which govern
you here, often does separate you from your loved ones, but
death brings them nearer to your spirits, makes it possible
for, them to hold near communion with you, awakens your
spiritual sympathies and energy, and prepares by constant as-
piration the habitation of your spirit with theirs. Death is
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the awakener, and not the destroyer, of love and affection.
Death is that subtle spiritual agent that brings souls nearer
together that were divided by space and time and sense and
matter. It ha* been revealed, as we state, bv the subtle pro-
cess of clairvoyance, psychometry—Spiritualism—that these
chains of intelligence, that the laws of mind, continue their
operation, advancement, and perfection in spiritual existence.”

The misunderstanding of the change called death, which
has perverted the entire meaning of existence, is then consid-
ered by the speaker ; the chemistry of man, when handling
physical atoms, is compared with the spiritual chemistry which
analyses thought, and shows how powerful it is to effect good
or evil for us in this world, and to prepare our existence in the
next. The proverb, “ As a tree hills, so shall it lie,” so oft
quoted by theologians to deny the possibility of a change after
death, is quoted by the speaker, who shows that the tree does
not lie that way forever, but decomposes ; and it is a fallacy
to say it lies as it falls, for it does not. The body of a man.
good or bad, decomposes in the grave. In this connection
the speaker said,—

“ So even this illustration falls short of being literally true ;
whilst as far as the spiritual change is concerned—if you must
have authority—what does it mean ? During the three days
that Christ was in the sepulchre he is said to have gone and
visited the spirits in prison, those who were disobedient in the
days of Noah. If they could not profit by his teaching, did
he go to tantalize them ? And if he went to preach to them
for their Improvement, does it not show improvement alter
death ?”

It is then shown that souls can receive impressions after
leaving the earth, and asserted that none go into the world of
I souls fully prepared for spiritual existence, and not the largest
| mind “ can grasp the whole meaning of eternity.** Besides,
eternity js to unfold in, and it were a mockery if the spirt
were ever to remain “ voiceless, deaf, and blind to its spiritual
existence.” Recent theological denominations are even bow
teaching a chenge in spiritual life. The speaker notices the
incident of John on the Isle of Patmos, and says,—

“ So you, could you gaze upon some spiritual beings in
their heavenly abodes, might fall down and worship, thinking
them God ; but as you advance, and your souls become
aware of the angels in their spheres, you will find Deity be-
yond and beyond ; for even through spirits, angels, cherubim
and seraphim and all the orders of spiritual intelligences, you
still cannot comprehend the fullness and completeness of the
glory and power that await you.”

A reverse picture of those clouded and shaded in their spir-
itual vision is drawn in the following words

“ The spiritual world is made up of just such spirits as are
daily going out from your midst, from your crowded cities,
from your dens of vice and crime, from all the places of temp-
tation and sin within the world, and these are grouped
together in spiritual existence, clothed upon with snadony
vapors, surrounded by the memory of earthly temptations, and
the dread and fear and malice that have driven them out thus
from the external world. But the great blessing it that this
is not their permanent state ; for no imprisoned soul is so
dark, and no spiritual state so permanent and confirmed in
darkness, that a ray of light, or the prayer of an angel-mother,
or some word of love, may not reach even there, and penetrate
through the mists of their darkened abodes.”

“ The recognition of friends then the love that binds them
together, looses not, but strengthens, in eternity; . . . even
though lost to your sight, the spiritual philosophy and religion
teach that every aspiration and prayer concerning them
reaches them in their abode ; that they are ever on the wings
of thought, of mercy, and of love, to invite your prayers and
thoughts heavenward ; and that the two worlds are only sev-
ered by the thin film and mist of outward life that, like the
blindness of Paul, drops is the scale from the eyes when touched
by the spirit of awakened truth. The blind poet Milton saw
with vision of the mind these millions of beings walking the
earth. Hesiod, the Greek poet from whom he quotes, saw
countless myriads of beings walking the earth. Socrates
ever had his good demon by his side promoting him to aspi-
rations of virtue, and warning him of the dangers or of the
jovs that awaited him. The great and good ot every tongue and
clime have taught the presence of the gods and ol the angel* ;
and the prompting voice of humanity to-day, coupled with the
proofs tnat belong to actual vision and unimpeachable testi-
mony, asseverate that spiritual beings In their sbode continu-
ally and forever gain new knowledge, which it is their delight
and occupation to impart to other souls; that the employment

\Cmmmam  jJ
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THE UNIVERSALITY OF SPIRIT INFLUENCE.

TH AT Socrates had an attendant spirit, which diverted
him from dangers, is impugned by Athenaeus, not
without much prejudice, which the bitterness of the dis-
course betrays. “ Souls that are not candid, and think
ill of the best,” says Origen, “ never refrain from calum-
ny, seeing that they mock even the genius of Socrates as
a feigned thing." On the contrary, we have the testimony
of Plato, Zenophon, and Antisthenes, contemporary with
him, confirmed by Laertius, Plutarch, Maximus, Tyrius,
Dion, Chrysostomus, Cicero, Apuleius, and others, where-
of a great many instances (as Cicero says) were collected
by Antipater: these only preserved by other authors: —

“ Theocritus, going to consult Euthyphron, a sooth-
sayer, found him with much company walking in the
streets, among whom were Simius and Socrates, who was
very busy asking him many questions. In the midst of
his discourse, he made a sudden stop and after some
pause turned back and went down another street calling
out to the rest of the company to return and follow him
as being warned by the dsemon. The greater part did so ;
the rest went forward on purpose to confute the dscmon,
and drew along with them Cbarillus that played on the
flute; but in the way, which was so narrow as not to give
them room, they were met, and overturned in the dirt, by
a great herd of swine; by repetition of which accident
Charillus often afterwards defended the (Lemon.”

Nor did the advice of this spiritual attendant only
respect the good of Socrates, but extended to such friends
aa conversed with him, whereof he gives these instances :

“ Charmides, son of Glauco, going to exercise in the
Nemean Race, as he was discoursing with Socrates, was
by him upon notice of the voice dissuaded from going, to
which he answered that perhaps the voice meant he
should not gain the victory, ¢but, however,’ said he, ‘I
shall advantage myself by exercising at this time,’” which
said be went to the games, where he met with some acci-
dent, which, though it be not related, is acknowledged to
have justified the counsel given him by the daemon.”

“ Timarchus and Philemon, son of Philemonides, hav-
ing plotted together to murder Nicias, son of Hircosco-
mander, were at the same time drinking with Socrates.
Timarchus, with intention to execute what they had de-
termined, motioned to rise from the table, saying to Soc-
rates as he did so, *Well, Socrates, drink you oh, | will
but step a little way and return immediately.” ‘Rise
not,’” said Socrates (hearing the daemon as soon as Tim-
archus spoke), ‘rise not; for the daemon has given me
the accustomed sign." Whereupon he sat still for a few
moments and then again rose to leave, and Socrates hear-
ing the voice, again prevented him. At last, as Socrates,
attention was diverted, he stole away, and committed the
murder, for which, being brought to execution, his last
words to his brother Clitomachus were, that he was come
to that untimely end for not obeying Socrates.

Another time, seeing his friend Crito’s eye tied up, he
asked him the reason, who answering said that as he
walked in the field, on pulling a bough, it gave a jerk
back, and kit him in the eye. “ Then you did not take
my advice,” replies Socrates, “ for | called you back,
making use, as | have accustomed to divine presage.”

That it had likewise a great influence upon the souls
of those who converted with him and lived with him, he
alleges, as examples, Aristides, son of Xysimachus, and
THbcydides, son of Melissut. The first leaving Socrates

to go to the wars, lost with him the habit of learning,
which he acknowledged to have gained, not by any verbal
instructions, of which he had none from him, but by be-
ing near him, seeing him, and sitting in the same room
with him. The second as easily by the same means at-
tained the same habit.

And not only to particular persons but to general af-
fairs did these predictiqtyrl extend. He foretold to some
friends the defeat of the Athenian army in Sicily, as is
attested by Plutarch, and mentioned by himself in Plato,
where he gives .another fair example, or rather trial,
of the truth of the daemon’s predictions, speaking of a
business whereof he was doubtful: “ You will hear,” he
says, “ fr'm many in Sicily, to whom it is known what |
foretold concerning the destruction of the army, and we
may now have an experiment if the daemon speak true:
Samionus, son of Calus, is gone in an expedition, the
sign came to me ; he goes with Thrasylus to war against
Ephesus and lonia. My opinion is, that he will either
be slain or at least in much danger. | greatly fear the
whole design.” These are his words in Plato, delivered
before the event of that action, which fell out according
to his prediction; for Thrasilus was repulsed and beaten
by (fie Ephesians, the Athenians put to flight with the
loss of four hundred men; of which victory the Ephesi-
ans erected two trophies. This was in the one and twen-
tieth year of the Peloponnesian war.

THE MORAL CONSEQUENCES OF SPIRITUALISM.

Y reasoning, practical study, and observation of facts,
Spiritualism confirms and proves the fundamental basis
of religion, namely :—

The existente of an only, omnipotent God, creator of all
things, supremely just and good.

The existence of the soul; its immortality and its individ-
uality after death.

Man’s free will, and the responsibility which he incurs for
all his acts.

Man's happy or unhappy state after death, according to the
use which he has made of his faculties duringn*&<*»*Ce.

The necessity of gobd, and the dire'OTtisequences of evil.

The utility of prayer.

11 resolves many problems which find their only possible
explanation in the existence of an invisible world, peopled by
beings who have thrown o(f the corporeal envelope ; who sur-
round us, and who exercise an increasing influence upon the
visible world.

It is a source of consolation :—

By the certainty which it gives of the future which awaits us.

By the material proof of the existence of those whom we
have loved on earth j the certainty of their presence aboutus ;
the certainty of rejoining them in the world of spirits; and
the possibility of communicating with them, and of receiving
salutary counsels from them.

By the courage which it gives us in adversity.

By the elevation which it impresses upon our thoughts in
giving us a just idea of the value of the things and goods of
this world.

It contributes to the happiness of man upon the earth :—

In counteracting hopelessness and despair.

In teaching man to be content with what he has.

In teaching him to regard wealth, honor, and power as
trials more to be dreaded than desired.

In inspiring him with sentiments of charity and true frater-
nity for hit neighbor.

The result of these principles, once propagated and rooted
in the human heart, will be

To render men better and more indulgent to their kind”.

To gradually destroy individual aelfisnnest, by the commu-
nity which it establishes amongst men.

To excite a laudable emulation for good.

To put a curb upon disorderly desires.

To favor intellectual and moral development,—not merely
with respect to present well being, but to the future which is
attached to it

And, by all these causes, to aid in the progressive ameliora-
tion of humanity.—Frtm Qa'ut» qut U Spiritism* t
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of spirits in spirit-life consists in receiving knowledge and im-
parting knowledge ; and that nojoy in heaven is so complete
that it could be a joy if it were not shared by some other
soul ; and that no angel is so high in the celestial abodes that
they do not seek to impart their knowledge and wisdom to
those who are beneath them ; and that, handed down through
the various states of spiritual existence, these waves of
thought, in shining globules, descend to the earth and make
fruitful the barren wastes and wildernesses of time, awakening
here flowers of immortal hope, creating the impulses of aspir-
ation, and pointing to the future life as the fulfillment of that
which is but sown here, but gathered there.

R. GEORGE SEXTON, who, as a forcible writer and
D eloquent speaker, has done much to advance Spiritualism
in England, has taken editorial charge of 4The Christian
Spiritualist,” a monthly paper, and in his opening article de-
clares himSelf as follows : —

ASpiritualists, like most other people, are very much divided
in opinion upon the great questions that affect humanity, and
to those who recognize the mighty verities of Christfanfty the
articles in this journal will be especially addressed. All spir-
itual manifestations will be readily recorded, since, as mere
phenomena, they have, of course, a certain amount of inter-
est and a large amount of value ; but those teachings which
accord with the grand truths of the Christian religion, being,
in my opinion, of the highest character, 1 shall especially ad-
vocate.

4Christianity contains the highest truths ever made known
by God to man, and in its teachings we have that which is not
only sufficient to satisfy all the Spiritual wants of mankind,
but a moral system which is perfection itself. It is a reality
sublimer in grandeur than the universe, and vast in its mag-
nificence as infinity. It stands alone, majestic and immense,
on an imperishable basis, which no winds of unbelief noi
storms of skepticism can touch, but remaining unmoved,
though stars should crumble and decay, and worlds be
crushed to dust. In it the finite and the Infinite blend in
one, and by its aid man puts forth his hand and touches God.
With its everlasting arm it enfolds the world and pours forth
a love that is inexhaustible. These are my views, and | have
uttered them now that | should give forth no*uncertain sound.
Infidelity, or, as it is better pleased to call itself, Secularism,
1 look upon as calculated to crush out all that is good, noble,
and beautiful in human nature, and it will consequently have
my determined opposition. Christian Spiritualism will be
found the most powerful antagonist that infidelity has ever
had to contend with, and one which, by the blessing of God,
is likely to bring comfort and consolation to many a doubting
heart, and peace and happiness to minds which have long
been given up to black despair, caused by the dr.ead of suffer-
ing annihilation at death.

‘ When God reveals his inarch through nature's right,
HtS steps are beauty and his presence light.""
PIRITUALISM is not a sectarian movement, seeking to
S establish a new creed, invent more theories, and promul-
gate strange dogmas. We deal with facts alone, and are the
enemies of naught save ignorance and evil. Our object is the

discovery of Truth, the diffusion of Truth, and the application
of Truth to the welfare of Humanity. *

A nswers to £0i"EgpoNDEjfT?.

JE present the following subjects for the consideration of

those who may be pleased to contribute to our columns,
believing that the opinions of individuals, either based upon
observation or on spirit information, may be of use to those
who have not satisfied themselves upon the points suggested
We shall endeavor to notice all contributions, — either by pub-
lishing in full, or abstracting opinions expressed: —

In what respect, and to what extent, does the action of a
disembodied spirit upon our organism differ from that of an
embodied spirit?

Under what natural laws, and in what manner, do disem-
bodied spirits act upon inanimate matter? If emanations
from our body are necessary for certain manifestations, how
do they contribute to the result ?

Can embodied spirits act upon inanimate matter in the
same way, and if not, why not ?

In what respect does the vision of a conscious medium dif-
fer from other persons ?

Can this state of vision be produced, and how ?

SCIENTIST.

EPIHIT JEACHUNIQS.

T hese are no great systems in which souls are crucified and
| slain that few may be saved.

The religion of Spiritualism has for its assistants bards
land seers, prophets and sages.

You cannot reach to a greater idea than your stature per-
1 mits, spiritually as well as mentally.

A spirit cannot be admitted to the presence of higher
angels while earthly shadows still cling to the soul

The mere coverin? of the casket of the body with earth
will not make the soul strong in knowledge and wisdom.

T hp. spiritual world is limitless ; the heaven of heavens far
transcends aught that is in the first state of spiritual being.

T he intelligent principle of man is a spark straight from
the heart of Deity ; within man resides a true divinity, a cen-
tral intelligent principle.

Christ was the first teacher to awaken the consciousness
that spirit is superior to matter, and that the soul transcends
the casket in which God has placed it.

E very human being finds in spiritual life some particular
dwelling-place or temporal abode until higher knowledge aod
| loftier wisdom shall enable them to reach a higher sphere of
their new-found existence.

Does man exist after death substantially a thinking and
rational being ? If he does, and who would nave it otherwise,
he must of necessity have the means of expressing his iden-
tity on the one hand and of recognising his status and position
on the other.

T he translation from the earth plane to the life hereafter is
subject to laws, and these laws are within the capacity of the
human mind to discover for itself; for all questions, facts, and
experiences, that are capable of being comprehended by the
human intellect, are always susceptible to analysis by the hu-
man mind.

T here is no material and temporal standard by which the
| souls of men are judged ; but the spirit is weighed, and the
| thoughts, feelings, emotions and actions of life make up the

wealth or poverty of the individual soul; and when the spirit
enters the spirit-world, be be king or pauper, he passci then
for what he is spiritually worth.

The intelligent principle retains all its powers and attri-
butes, never losing one of them. It is the body alone that
decays, and our friends who are passing into the spiritual life
are simply withdrawing from the natural condition, because
they ire perfect in their internal states, and death completes
the separation, the purpose of the earthly life being accom-
plished.

Spirit must be infinite in its origin or it is not immortal in
its destiny. The substance of which your mind is composed,
and the exact expression of that mind in your present form,
may constitute with you what you call yourself to-day j but
the essence of that soul the secret source of that life, the
power of that infinite progression, must belong to the Infi-
nite Mind.

Every thought that you think has greater or less vibration
upon the mental atmosphere that surrounds you ; and yon
cannot think an envious or unkind thought that docs not in
some degree disturb the mental atmosphere, and reach the one
for whom it is intended ; and a kind feeling, a kind and gra-
cious thought, these do in their vibrations also reach the ob-
jects for whom they were meant, even though that object may
be far away.

One absolute and undying love, a love like that which
binds you to the future of humanity, to one another, is more
lasting than all the forms of government, than all laws that man
has made, than all subtle forces that bind society together,
because it is of heaven. The Master taught this, he lived
its life, he perfected its deeds, he became as one with the
spirit of life and love, and the heritage that be leaves it far
you to follow.

T he Spirit of God departed from the Egyptian, from the
Brahmin, from the Buddhist, from the Persian form of wor-
ship, because they came to construct idols of wood aod stooe.
and to build magnificent temples wheieia no spirit could be
found. Even the Hebrews, because of their materialism
were banished from their sacred Jerusalem, and their gor-
geous temples overthrown, because they would not listen to the
voice of the Spirit

It is idle to think that you will have nothing to do with us.
You might as well say you will have nothing to do with the
air you Dreathe, or with the sun that shines upon you. We
sre ever with you, and we are influencing you. and If you
do not seek to understand how this is, it mav prevent na froq|
influencing you for good, and those who do not seek your
good may be able to lead you unawares into evil This ia a
most serious way to look at the nutter.
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SALUTATORY.

T he appearance of the first number of a new work
is a suitable occasion for offering to the reader a few
general remarks upon the nature and objects of the
publication, and of the path which the editor has
marked out for himself. We avail ourselves of this
opportunity to speak, not only of the peculiar fea-
tures of the paper under our charge, and of the prin-
ciples by which we profess to be guided, but to sub-
mit our own views on the subject of Spiritualism.

We present the Spiritual Scientist — acknowl-
edging an All-Controlling, Higher Power ; accepting
the doctrine of Jesus Christ as being in full harmony
with the teachings of Spiritualism—given then to
deliver mankind from ignorance and superstition
concerning a future life ; permitted now, that the
atheistic arguments of materialism and the skepti-
cism of the age may be confuted with demonstrable
facts which re-affirm the immortality of the soul and
its responsibility for deeds done in the flesh.

As a Spiritualist, we believe that man has a spir-
itual nature ; that spiritual nature exists indepen-
dently of the material organization ; it may act upon
other spiritual beings; it may continue to act on
those who are embodied when it has passed away
from the earth. Otherwise than this the Scientist
has no creed, and leans to no sect; but is thoroughly
free, liberal, and independent. But while we admit
the right of an individual to believe and maintain a
theory, dogma, or fanaticism, we deny the right and
denounce the attempt to force such theory, dogma,
or fanaticism into leading prominence as being tht
Spiritualistic doctrine or belief.

Spiritualism is, and ever has been, intimately con-
nected with the progression of the world. Individ-
ually, we are all more or less subject to unseen influ-
ences. One does not need to be a Spiritualist to
feel the truth of this statement. How important it
it, then, to obtain a knowledge of the conditions
which govern these influences, and to know their
power and effect To this end we shall devote space
to scientific investigations which shall tend to en-
large our knowledge of the nature of the human
spirit and it* surroundings ; also of the relations

SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST.

The moral and religious teachings of Spiritualism,
descriptions of the spirit world, and sketches illus-
trating the universality of inspiration, we consider
of sufficient interest to form a feature and depart-
ment.

Accurate reports of seances are worthy of preser-
vation, and intelligence of any nature relating to
Spiritualism, from all parts of the country, and from
foreign lands, will be studiously sought and promptly
given.

We shall endeavor to give instruction to investi-
gators, and to answer all questions and objections
ujiich may be proposed. We invite the expression
of opinion from th;se familiar with the philosophy
on subjects which may be discussed in our col-
umns. From fair and liberal discussion proceed
those bright emanations of truth which irradiate
and convince the mind ; but angry disputation by
strengthening the influence of prejudice, and im-
peding the operations of reason, can only darken
the gloom and perpetuate the reign of ignorance.

These topics present themselves as of primary
importance ; there are others, which though of minor
value in themselves, yet will not be neglected.

We have now explained our idea of the manner
in which the Spiritual Scientist will be con-
ducted. Of our own abilities to perform the task
we have imposed upon ourselves, we must speak
with the most unaffected diffidence; but of the tal-
ents and high attainments of those who have gen-
erously offered their aid, we may speak with no timid
Vvoice.

We engage in the toilsome and thorny path of
editorial duty, with hopes neither depressed by fear,
nor elevated beyond the bounds of rational expec-
tation. We will never condescend to degrading
flattery for the purpose of obtaining favor. If our
honest exertions obtain for us the esteem of the
worthy, and the sanction of the liberal and the en-
lightened, we shall move on in our glad career,
animated with delightful hope that, as time and
experience mellow the powers of our mind, and
science still opens her ample stores to our constant
research, we may be found still more and more de-
serving of that patronage which it will be our highest
ambition to merit.

WHY?

T hat was a most telling answer which Mrs. Tappan
recently gave to an inquirer at one of her lectures, while
she was under inspiration. Said he, “ Why do Spiritual-
ists, with the lofty aspirations of the lecturer, become par-
ties to manifestations of a puerile character, such as the
moving of furniture ?” And the answer came quick as a
flash, and with effecL “ Why does an author, with lofty
aspirations and .poetic fancies, require the quill of a
goose to write down his thought? Or why is a musician,
with song bursting within his heart, compelled to play
upon an instrument composed of wood and string and
intestines of animals? The instrument that a spirit
makes use of is no matter; but the reason why they do

between man in the spirit world and those on the jit, if the gentleman really wishes to know, is because they

ptysical plane of existence. The phenomena, and
its governing laws will receive careful attention.

will have it,— they must have material evidence of spir-
| itual presence.”
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DOES SPIRITUALISM TEACH A DUALITY. OR 1

ENTITY ?

Is man an entity, duality, trinity, or unity of two parts,
physical and psychical—is a vexed question which has
engaged the attention of thinkers and writers in philoso-
phy and theology for the past two centuries. All the
facts, which science in its various departments can bring
to bear, have been woven and interwoven into argu
ments, either for or against advanced theories. Writers
in this century have quoted and criticised those in the
past, and the original philosophies which were claimed
to have been drawn from inspired sources, have received
their share of attention through all ages. And now,
Spiritualism again asserts itself, with thoughts and opin-
ions tending not only to prove an immortality, but that
the immortals are under certain conditions, in communi-
cation with this or the visible world. And science again
takes up the gauntlet. Some hasten to prove that Nature
is a unit and always consistent with herself,—conse-
quently Spiritualism is a delusion, as it implies a dualism,
or two distinct entities—matter and spirit. Others in-
vestigating Spiritualism question the immortals; and be-
coming satisfied of one truth, do not hesitate to proclaim
it, with a certainty that other things can be harmonized
with this one great reality.

Alfred R. Wallace, in his defense of Modern Spiritual-
ism, deduces a theory of human nature which he says is
more or less explicitly taught by the communications
which purport to come from spirits, and outlines it as
follows:

1. Man is a duality, consisting of an organized spiritual
form, evolved coincidently with, and permeating the phys-
ical body, and having corresponding organs and devel-
opments.

2. Death is the separation of this duality, and affects
no change in the spirit, morally or intellectually.

3. Progressive evolution of the intellectual and moral
nature is the destiny of individuals; the knowledge, at-
taiments, and experience of earth life, forming the basis
of spirit life.

4. Spirits can communicate through properly endowed
mediums. They are attracted to those they love or sym-
pathize with, and strive to warn, protect, and influence
them for good by mental impression when they cannot
effect any more direct communication ; but as follows
from clause (2), their communication will be fallible and
must be judged and tested just as we do men.

We quote the whole of this theory, although the para-
graph numbered 1. is more properly within our province ;
we are not told whether the first sentence, “ Man is a du-
ality," is a direct or implied spirit teaching,—in either
case the closing clause “ their communications will be fal-
lible, and must be judged and tested as we do those of
our fellow men" will be applicable, however, as it leads
us to infer that Alfred Wallace himself believes “ man is
a duality.” We suppose this term “ duality " to have been
used in a philosophical sense, and as such to recognize
the existence of two ultimate principles.

From this opinion or deduction we decidedly dissent,
claim that man is ar. entity,—the highest expression of
consciousness evolved from that substantial life called
nature. We assume first what is universally acted on,
that the sexes have the capacity to generate another
being, but contend, in opposition to Wallace, that that
which he calls “ spiritual body ” is not evolved Coinci-
dentally with the *“ physical body,” but is the original

m /a/» lo-]
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WHAT YOU CAN DO.

Iryou like the Scientist and its position, subscribe,
and then influence some one else to.

If you don't like it, subscribe for what good it may do,
and be thankful that you have had an opportunity to do
so mich good.

If your local paper publishes anything concerning Spir-
itualism, send it to us. If it makes a fair, impartial state-
ment, let the editor know you appreciate it,—editors are
always pleased to receive compliments on their course.
We know one who will be pleased a week after his paper
is noticed.

T he Spiritual Scientist may not spread so large a
sheet as some of its contemporaries, but hopes to in time.
At present, however, its columns are full of interesting
reading, and in this respect will compare, both in quality
and quantity, with any that is published. We say this
because, the tendency in starting a journal is to make a
large show of paper, and fill it—as best it may be filled.
The “ Scientist ” starts with a good number of subscrib-
ers, and a list of talented contributors. The latter will
be added to as the former increases, and when the paper
is not large enough to hold what good matter we can get,
we'll enlarge. And your subscription, we hope, sent in
to commence with this number, will be one towards this
result

£>HORT-HAND J'loTEg.

Goldsmith Maid superb time recently in the races at Mys-
tic Park.

“ Labor and be strong " is Scripture.
is experience.

Labor and be weary

It is useless to deny that “ figures will not lie," when every
fashionably-dressed lady is a refutation of the fact

Checks at a bank may aid or prevent your getting the de-
sired gold or greenbacks. It altogether depends upon who
and what you are.

The clock on the Park street steeple is exceedingly excen-
tric. It does and it does not go. One day it will, and the
next it wont. It is making worldly people profane, and other
people are given to emphatic utterances. It is n't to be
supposed for a moment that the clock above is any indication
of the creed below.

Interviewers, as a rule, are almost always, of necessity,
bores It is their business to bore. They often bore ter-
ribly, and with a very large auger, and especially in New
York and Chicago. They are even discouraged when attack-
ing the deaf and dumb. The lastest case in New York was
that of a reporter took down everything in cypher and wrote
it out in blank.

Mr. Staver believes in good clothes, and also in plenty of
them. He is a generous patron of the tailors and does his
utmost, in his opinion, to encourage that truly useful and or-
namental part of society, industry. “ What is man. or where,
without the best of garments?" asks the philosophic Staver.
Accordingly hi is liberal, as we have intimated, in the dis-
posal of his patronage. But just here comes in a defect in
Staver’s character,—if it can be said that he has any. Staver
is one of those smooth, oily, plausible men whom the world
—and particularly tailors —often meet. The tailors, we are
going to assert in their behalf, meet them quite too often for
their pecuniary good. At all events they are repeatedly vic-
timiied. Staver's policy of encouraging trade is not in ac-
cordance with the soundest rules of political economy. Never-
theless it is to be seen that Slavers exist and flourish in about
every community. — and at other people's expense, as a mat-
ter of course. Perhaps this sort of thing will be corrected
some time ; but very likely not. Cheek is greater than
coin.
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J hought “subject?.

Mystery and superstition ever go hand in hand.

The prejudice against Spiritualism is based solely upon the
ground that it is unpopular.

Unless we place our religion and our treasure upon the
same thing, religion will always be sacrificed.

It was Biot, we believe, who said, “ In doubtful questions,
the ignorant believe, the half-learned decide, and the man of
science examines.”

Spiritual life and spiritual communion is the only proof
that the man of science, the man of reason, the man of inspi-
ration, the man of thought, can bring that is palpable, absolute,
~questioned.

T he man who, after careful examination, arrives at a wrong
conclusion, will be viewed with more favor by the Great Judge
of all than he who, without any examination, happens to stum-
ble on a right one. — Locke.

“ By education most have been misled

So we believe because we so were bred ;

The priest continues what the nurse began,

And thus the boy imposes on the man.”

— Dryden.
Christ took the part of religion against religious institu-

tions ; of religious feeling against religious usages, which are
ofttn rent, able, in proportion as they are nothing else. God's
law of love, which the Jews had made stone, was smitten by
the poor that lay athirst and gasping in the dust.

IT may not be in our power to secure the outward tilings
that we naturally wish, such as ease, pleasure, exemption from
sorrow, wealth or power ; but the inward good, such as truth,
purity, consecration to God, and heavenly hope, we may se
cure ; and we may, by rightly meeting inward trials and losses,
make them the means of enriching ourselves in these inward
things.

W hat is written behind the “ if” is often traced by an un-
seen band bolding a pen dipped in invisible ink, and it re-
quires a long season of faith and hope to bring out the letter-
ing so that it maybe read by the natural eyesight. In the
meantime it is an unspeakable privilege, bringing unspeakable
peace, to say, “ | will both quietly wait and trust in the Lord
until be brings it to pass.

HE NEED OF CHEERFULNESS — Change of ideas
T is as necessary as change of posture. When the mind
dwells long upon one subject, especially upon one ofa disagree-
able nature, it injures all the functions of the body. Heuce
the indulgence of grief spoils the digestion and destroys the
appetite; by which means the spirits are depressed, the nerves
relaxed, and the bowels inflated with wind ; the humors, also,
for want of fresh supply of chyle, become viciated. Thus
many an excellent constitution has been ruined by a family
misfortune, or any thing that occasions excessive grief. It i<
indeed utterly impossible that any person of a dejected mind
should enjoy health. Life may, in fact, be dragged along for
a few years, but whoever would live to a good old age, must
be good humored and cheerful.—A h old Physician, who en-
joys “ health withoutphytic."

FREE THINKING.

“ W i have, happily indeed, outlived the day when “ Free
thinking” was a term of reproach; and there are few
amongst us, let us hope, so unenlightened as not to be
aware that the essential of thought is freedom, and that
without jt there can be none. Those who are not /rte-
thOthers are not thinkers at all, but merely the recipients
«f other people's thoughts, which they swallow with their
eyes shut, whilst very frequently those from whom they
receive them got theirs by the same process, and accepted
them with as little examination.”

“The mass of mankind take their religion from some-
body else, and swallow it like a pill, with their eyes shut;
at least without daring to open them very wide, lest, per-
chance, they should see more than they wish to see.
That religion becomes in the main a geographical acci-
dent, or a thing you succeed to with the other advan-
tages or disadvantages of your birth.” — Mrs. Catherine
Crowe.
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[For th« Scientist )
INDIRECT INFLUENCES.
*V MILTON. — *rt»IT CONTBOL.

'ONTEND not in wisdom with a fool,

J For thy sense maketh much of his conceit;
And some errors never would have thriven,
Had it not been for learned reputation.

A sentence hath formed a character,
And a character subdued a kingdom :
A picture hath ruined souls,

Or raised them to commerce with the skies :
The pen hath shaken nations,

And established the world in peace ;
And the whole full horn of plenty
Been filled from the vial of science ;
To this man temptation is a poison.

To that man it addeth vigor ;

And each may render to himself,
Influences good or evil.

As thou directest the power

Harm or advantage will follow,

And the torrent that swept the valley
May be led to turn a mill;

For outward matter or event

Fashion not the character within,

But each man, yielding or resisting,
Fashioneth his mind for himself.
Planets govern not the soul:

But trifles, lighter than straws,

Are levers in the building up of character.
A man hath the tiller in his hand

And may steer against the current,

Or may glide down idly with the stream
Till his vessel founder in the whirlpool.

[For tk« Sciential.]
PASSING AWAY.
*V WASHINGTON INVING. — SPLIT CONTROL
R what to you seems dying
.Is but a second birth,
A spirit upward flying
From the broken shell of earth.
We are the dead, — the buried,
We who do yet survive
In sense and sin interred.
The dead, — they are alive,
Free from their earth prison
They seek another sphere,—
They are not dead, but living.
And God is with them there.

SPIRIT KNOWLEDGE AND POWER.

“ T w en ty minutes to eleven—twenty minutes to eleven!”

1 every now and then repeated the dying man, looking
calmly up as if he saw something or some one. Two days after,
at twenty minutes to eleven, he passed away. Then the family
knew what he meant, and wondered how it was he had the
foreknowledge.

My informant was a minister of one of the Glasgow Kirks.
We met accidentally at a hotel at Gourock, on the Clyde. |
was saying how | had just enjoyed the gorgeous sunset,— the
play of light on the clouds, on the mountains, and on the
river. “ Yes,” said he, “ and sometimes there seems a weird
kind of scenery produced by the mists on the hills.” “A weird-
like scene,” thoughtfully repeated the minister. | at once
chimed in with two or three of my ghost narratives and per-
sonal seeings. He looked at me earnestly, and then told the
foregoing incident, asking questions. 1 found he had traveled
much, seen much, antf thought much. Eree and easy
chat procured from him the following personal narrative:
“ Our family is subject to death-warnings. My mother had
them. The way it comes to me is,— 1 find myself thinking of
an intimate friend or relation, and suddenly | hear close to
me, on the table or on the ground, a clatter, as if a plate having
a metallic sound were shaken violently. | look, but see
nothing. It happened last to me a few weeks ago, when Dr.
———————— died. Itis very strange."
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A third incident he narrated: The Rev.S— of Perth-
shire (the name and town given me) took apartments in the
house of two elderly ladies. He went to bed in one of the
top rooms. As he lay, he saw a man outside the window
come through the closed window into the room, come up to
him, and look. He was singular in his appearance, and had
on a kind of south-wester cap, such as some sailors wear at
sea. They looked at each other; the minister, puzzled,
turned himself with his face to the wall. He felt as if a per-
son were leaning over and pressing the bedclothes. He
turned quickly, and struck out his fist, but it passed through
the man. The ghost laughed derisively, and then went away,
passing this time through the door of the room,
lowing night the man again appeared, next morning, fearing to
name the incidents to the two ladies, he narrated them to a
person in the village, and the answer, was, “ How strange !
The ladies had an eccentric brother, who lived with them, and
dressed exactly as you have described, and his bedroom was
the one you slept in.”

Spiritualistic phenomena witnessed by me in daylight were
narrated. Next morning at breakfast we again met, and he
at once started the theme of spirit-life and spirit-power, and
so an hour and a half sped on, and then, having exchanged
names, we bade each other good-bye,— perhaps never to see
each other again till in heaven our nome.

The lesson | desire to give is,— quietly open up Spiritual-
istic phenomena to the knowledge of strangers, and extract
their personal and relative experiences in the same direction,
and when heard take notes and repeat by voice and by pen,
and so be of some use in this world of wonders.

Enmore Park, S. E. J. Enmorf. Jones.

We copy the above from “ The Medium;” the lesson of
the closing paragraph is applicable to this country as well ?s
that in which it was written ; and in this connection it may
not be out of place to say that our readers would be surprised
to sec with what care phenomena there are chronicled, which
here would pass as commonplace. The manifestations in
this vicinity offer many wonders worthy of a place in our col-
umns, and we hope to receive them.

THE THREE DAYS TRANCE OF LOUIS XI.
FRANCE.

N the evening of the 18th of March, 1480, as the royal din-

ner was all but concluded (and it is only fair to Louis’
memory to say that he had done full justice to the meal), he
let fall his spoon (the “ sweets” were on) and an exclama-
tion, in Norman-French, which, as a father of a family, | dare
not repeat, and fell into a kind of fit. Such a tight fit was it
that his attendants immediately cut his waist-belt, and burnt
the greater portion of a pet flamingo’s tail beneath his royal
nostrils.

Their efforts to induce re-animation were, however, quite
ineffectual; and, convinced that Louis was dead, they took
him to his chamber and held noisy wassail all that night. Had
Sir Henry Thomson been the Court physician, the king would
probably have been cremated the following day, and there
would have been an end of him ; but as it was, he was duly
laid out in state, and, much to the surprise of the guards on
duty, jumped up at the end of the third day, querulously asked
why they were burning such a lot of oiokcrit candles, and why
there was so much lace and ruffle about his voluminous night-
shirt ; and then, running down stairs, discovered his courtiers
dining heavily, and wrangling as to who should be the regent
of the young king.

The apparition of the monarch they fancied dead rather up-
set the assembled gentlemen, and not one had the presence of
mind to offer him a chair.

They never had a chance to do so afterward, for the soured
Louis banished them to a man.—Figaro.

OF

SPIRITUALISM

UR English advices notice the wonderful strides Spiritu-

alism is making in that country, in overstepping the walls
of prejudice and challenging the attention of sound reason
and scientific investigation i Mrs. Tappan’s lectures are re-
ported by the secular press, some of whom have only recent-
ly commenced to notice spiritual meetings. “ The Manches-
ter News ” gives a half a column of the lecture which we
have abstracted in this number. “ The Evening News " says

IN ENGLAND.
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it was an “ agreeable surprise,” " a sound sermon, with many
points of interest and many more of controversy,” — and
gives a two column report. Her success in Bolton was won-
derful, where the audience were inclined to be disputative,
doubting the reality of control, even after selecting a most
difficult subject, and questioning the authority for statements :
but the replies were inall cases most decided and satisfactory
The “ British National Association of Spiritualists and its
| Conference ” is still one of the subjects of controversy. The

j Spiritual burial service seems to be coming into favor, and
receives the notices of the Spiritual papers. Spirit Photog-
raphy is now an accepted thing, and endorsements to the gen-
uiness of pictures obtaiined are quite frequent The mediums,
for materialization — Bastian, Taylor, Herne, Eves, and
others, — continue to produce the same wonderful results, bat
none more noticable or surprising than usual.

These evidences of spirit power are sometimes doubted
| and the conditions violated, to the serious injury of mediums.
! It also awakens considerable controversy in the newspapers

printed in the localities where the disturbances take place,
1and in one town the violence of prejudice has extended so
far as to endeavor to twist the law to petsecute the Spirit-
I'ualists.
The village of Everton, Liverpool, has produced anothet
wonderful medium, Miss Parry, whose continued develop-
Lment is highly interesting. Not only are the materializatioas
| perfecting in a manner never exceeded during the experience
of veteran Spiritualists, but percussive sounds of an extraor-
dinary nature, transit of material substances to and fro from
Yorkshire, as well a\ brilliant lights, musical performances,
tiny baby-hands ringing bells, conversations in foreign lan-
guages, lifting heavy weights, and direct spirit-writing, are of
the most satisfactory, unexceptionable, and invincible charac-
ter. The most recent example was brought in a circle where
there were many investigators ; the signatures of the parties,
also of an expert in handwriting who was present, is affixed to a
sworn statement while William Hichman, F. R. S. (Naples),
a well-known and talented scientific author, attests the scien-
tific accuracy of the strict rules adopted.
Mr. Morse, the able lecturer, who is to be with us in Octo-
ber, is still speaking, and will be actively employed almost tn
the week of his leaving.

HENOMENON IN RUSSIA.—The St Petersburg co.
P respondent of “ The London Daily Telegraph " gives the
following in a recent letter. It would appear that the Church
regards the phenomenon as genuine, or it would not have
punished the poor woman: “A woman in the Government
of Voronezh, living the life of a nun, though belonging to ww
recognized religious order, had a holy picture of the Resur-
rection, which — as was vouched for by many credible wit-
nesses — had a habit of emitting drops of perspiration, and
subsequently distilled a fragrant holy oil. The picture after-
wards took up the habit of removing itself from one room m
another without visible aid, and soon small flames appeared
in various parts of the nun's cell. On Easter morning,
though the cell had been closed and locked, to the holy sahs-
tation, <Christ is arisen,’ a mysterious deep voice replied,
' He is arisen, indeed,'— the usual formula These supernat-
ural phenomena drew large crowds of peasants to the ana
who was looked on with holy awe, so that the priest, whose
church was temporarily deserted, complained to a court si
justice, and after a careful investigation — without a jury—k
was decided that these were false and not real miracles which
had been worked, and consequently the woman Grateheff was
condemned to three months’ imprisonment for disseminating
false miracles. It is true the law declares that imprisons

is only to be given in cases where money is received** 1
false miracles and supernatural appearances, and in this case
no attempt whatever was made to prove that money had bees
received ; but the great harm to the Church which might
arise from allowing a private person to possess 'perspiring
pictures,” and to be surrounded with supernatural

ances, the property in which belonged rightfully to
Church, caused this little point to be overlooked."
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substance, and has the power of forming what he calls
“physical body.” It is the man—the substance—the
Spirit—the cause of conception by its attractive power,
and the attractor which draws to itself such particles as
will enable it to manifest itself, or give expression suit-
able to the surroundings in which it is placed. This
is true conception ; and is the real history of the feetus
up to birth. When attraction within has ceased, by the
natural laws of repulsion, it issues from the womb, and
immediately from, as before that period, through the life
which to our sense changes at death that attractor draws
to itself just such particles, and no more, as will enable
it to make itself felt in the manner it desires to those
things which surround it and contribute to its existence.
This entity, thus acting, reflects the only one sub-
stance which is the universe. It is incapable of scientific
analysis by man, and is indestructible. What is called
“ matter ” is simply projections of that substance to make
itself felt. This substance, called man, attracts a body, we
use the term “ body” in the generally accepted sense. Wal-
lace says “ the spirit permeates the physical body we
say the “ physical body ” is an outgrowth of that “ spirit,”
and has organs and developments corresponding to the
requirements of that “ spirit,” which is the developing
power.
ing; the principle attracting the atoms it needs, and
rejecting or repelling those for which it has no use. Hav-
ing drawn these particles together, it is to a greater or less
extent susceptible to the laws which govern these parti-
cles,—feels the heat or cold, and dons or doffs clothing
suitable to these conditions. As well might this clothing
be taken with Wallace’s duality, and the WiItole termed a
trinity. The clothing is laid aside when the laws or con-
ditions require; and also, the atoms of which the body
is composed are laid aside when the law of attraction
call the “ spirit subsfance ” into other conditions of exist-
ence. And these atoms, this nonenity, when no longer
held in cohesion by the attractive principle, separates in
obedience to established laws, never again to be gathered
in the same form, but in some other shape to give expres-
sion, as in ages past, to the evolving types of organic
nature. And this individuality, this entity, strengthened,
enlightened, and ennobled by experience, is attracted to
its improved position, and there, under higher laws, to
continue an eternal existence through countless ages, be
coming more and more enlightened, and more and more
happy in its ecstasy as it approaches nearer and nearer
/to the profounder and more Universal Sense of Exist-
ence.

JAMOTE? AND JMOTICES.

John A. Andrew Hall was well filled Sunday, by an
audience which listened with close attention to Mrs. S. A
Floyd, who, taking for the subject, “ Identity of the Spirit
after it leaves the Dody,” delivered an address forcible in its
style and appealing in its nature, which found a sympathetic
response from anappreciative audience. The quartette sing-
ing was very fine. These meetings attract a very high order
of minds, and many questions of a scientific nature are asked
and readily answered.

Lurline Hall Meeting was not largely attended Sunday
morning. Sep. fith but many good tests were given and rec-
ognizee by individuals in uie audience At tne lyceum. at
I em., Mrs. Pratt read an essay touching upon the political
progress of our country Thomas Cook spoke upon the
symbolical significance of the American flag. Mr. Thomas
in a few remarks enlarged upon the freedom enjoyed under
this flag. Mr Cleur followed and took exceptions to Mr
Thomas' enthusiastic ideas of freedom in’America.

The regular lecture was delivered by Mrs. Dick, of No
«7*1 {-2 \Whgshiington Street, to a Urge audience.

SCIENTIST.

T he Children's Progressive Lyceum, No. |, of Bos-
ton, dedicated its new place of meeting, Kochester Hall, 554
Washington Street, on Monday evening last. The exercises
of the evening were opened by J. B. Hatch, the assistant con-
ductor, who introduced Alonzo Danforth, conductor of the
Lyceum, to preside. He welcomed the audience in a short
address, and apologized for the absence of Mrs. Doten and
Mrs. Harding

Dr. Storer was the first speaker, and was followed by Dr.
Currier, Mrs. Hattie Wilson, John Weatherbee, and others.
Dr. Storer spoke of the Lyceum in the past, its trials and tri-
umphs, and prophesied for it a more glorious aud successful
future. He thought the hall every way suited to the purpose,

' iand particularly adapted because of the influences,— it having

I>een used in the past for the meeting of liberals in thought,
He endorsed the need of lyceums, and spoke of the good
work they were destined to perfotth by theit teachings. ~ Hie
closed by complimenting the leaders of the Boston Lyceum for
their fidelity.

Dr. Currier noted the progress of the Lyceum, he having
watched it from the beginning, and paid a tribute to the ment-
ory of those gone from this sphere of usefulness to the higher

Mrs. Hattie Wilson was controlled to speak by one who, in
years long ago, in the spirit-world, had on one occasion with
others vowed, by the strongest of vows, to devote years of
their existence there to the education of children in this
sphere to a proper knowledge of the laws and conditions
which governed them. They had since been working with
others of our great teachers in the lyceums, and to-night they
were present at the dedication of the hall to Spiritualism.
It might be said re-dedication ; for it had been dedicated by
years of free thought, until the very floors, the very walls,

This body, this expression, is constantly chang-i-«#ve out the influences which should last until there was not

one stone left on another. They rejoiced that, in spite of
theology, and in spite of all denunciation, the Lyceum lived,
and was in a prosperous condition, and was doing good in
educating the little ones,—not cramming them with that
which would check their growth intellectually and spiritually
but teaching them those laws which, when obeyed as they
would be in times coming, would give a race strong morally,
intellectually, physically, and spiritually, which would glorify
the perfect image of that Infinite Creator.

Mr. John Weatherbee was introduced, and made a few re-
marks which were veined with humor, but contained neverthe-
less many forcible allusions with a direct practical bearing.
He spoke of his connection with the Parker Fraternity, and
thought that possibly he might in times past have seen the
play of Hamlet with the ghost left out. The Lyceum was
teaching truth, not error, and he gave it his hearty sympathy.

Between the addresses some attractive selections of music
were rendered by the members of the Lyceum.

Several of the members of the Lyceum acquitted them-
selves very creditably in their rendition of the exercises as-
signed to them. Miss Etta Bragden, Miss Thompson, the
Saunders’ Sisters, and a young miss, quite young, who recited
an exceedingly long poem, deserve particular mention. The
exercises dosed witn dancing,—Carter's Band volunteering
the music.

William F. Gill ft Co. have just published “ Modern
Christianity,” which is meeting with a large sale.

Fall overcoats, equal in style and quality of goods, and
at the fairest of prices, at Oak Hall, Geo. W. Simmons & Co.,
32 ft 34 North Street.

John A. Andrew Hall will be leased for one or a series
of evenings, at fair prices, on application at the Hall It is
admirably adapted for assemblies, concerts, and dramatic en-
tertainments.

William C. Hill, at 23 Eliot StreeL has a very fine stock
of Pianos, which he can sell on the best of terms. He is also
agent for the Estey Organ, which deserves the attention of
every one who desires to purchase an organ.

E xcursionists should not fail to notice the advertisement,
of the Eastern Railroad on our last page. It is the most at-
tractive route, has the most courteous employees, and gives
you more for your money than any other route. Full particu-
lars at 134 Washington Street.

James R. Osgood & Co. have just issued three new and
attractive books, “ Gunnar, a Norse Romance," by Boyesen ;
“ Homes, and How to Make Them,” by E. C. Gardner ; and
“A Rose inJune,” by Mrs. Oliphant. The latter forms Vol.
43 in Osgood s Library of Novels.

Strauss’ Maps oe Boston and Vicinity have been en-
graved with great care by Mr. F. A. Strauss, who is a thor-
ough artist; and the design has received the approval of the
City Surveyor, who endorses them as correct in every partic-
ular. Sent post-paid on receipt of price, twenty-five cents,
by Mr. Strauss, 339 Washington Street, or for sale by all
newsdealers.
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EVIDENCE THAT SPIRITUAILISM DE-
SERVES INVESTIGATION

Swm im wi <Irvnct investigati' n hr*auve uithia
11* l«m twenty years il h*» found ka way into all the
«ivilixed inunint* on the glob* ; it ha«»lvi a literature
of thousand* <fvuikiaM aad not a leu |anwlicak

The I”nodon D ctical Society. ALra-ctreet Adel-
ohi. under the presidency of Sir Jidtn | >iU»xL. Bart..
M r., appointed a («-atmutee to investigate spiritual
phenomena The Committee »a« appointed on the
sdth January. 1169, as follows :

"A. G. Atkinson, ksq , F.G.S.,

C* M'heallej Ben*

ncU.kag_. J.S. Bergheim. F.A, CE ; Il fe Fo*
ae” Eaq ; Ckarlo Bradlaugh. U ;G
Cameron, Eag., M.D. ; John Chatman. Esq., M.D

: Charles k Urvvdale.
H. D>te. an M K.C.S. : Mr*. D
James F.diminda, Esq . M.D. ; Mrs. Ed-

Rev. C Miunre Davies, D.D.
Eao , M.D.
H.Ujrte;

:Joseph Maurkc. Esij ;

: L. Meyers, K§|g B. NT Mots K*q ; Robert
Ouelch, Eaq., C.E Re ;€. Russell
Roberta, Esq , Ph 1) MIIIII Vut kmall E*q ;Ho

-ce S. Yeomans. Esq/’

Protest r Huaiey and Mr. | torje Henry Lewes
to be invited l>co-"erate. Drs. Chapman aad Dnrs-
dalc and Mr. Fox Bourne declined to sit, and the fol-
lowing names were subsequently added to the Cum*

**George Cary, Eaq., B.A. ; Edward W. Cob, Esq .
Sergeant-at-law , Wllllam B Goner, Esq.; .
Jencken, Eaq., Barriater-at-la* ; J H. lksv, Esq,
W. H. chu on, Eaqg., S*li*itor ; Allred R. Wallace.
Eagq.,, FR O ; JoGah Webber, Rm|>

After inquiring into the subject far two yean, the
Committee issued its report, which, with the evidence,
forma a bulky volume. Among other things thm Com-
mittee reported

**1. That sounds ofa very varied character, appar-
ently proceeding from articles of ftiraiture. the Boor
and walk of the room—the aibrations accompanying
which aoueda are often distinctly perceptible to the
touch—occur,'witbout being produced by muscular ac-

“a That movements of heavy bodies take place
without mechanical contrivance of any kind, or ade-
quate exertion of muscular force by those present, and
frequently without contact or connection with any

“j. 'I hat these sounds and movements often occur
at the lime aad in the manner asked for by tbc persons
present, and by means of a ample code of signals,
answer quasiions and spell out coherent communica-

One of the subcommittees of the Dialectical Society

‘ Your lommitte studiously avoided the employ-

| of professional or paid mediums All were mem-
bers of the committee, persons of social position, of
unimpenohabte |ntegr|ty with no pecuniary object,

having nothing to gam by deception, and everything
to lose by detection of imposture.”

A)J(F<OUNCEMENTg.

MEETUPS AND SEANCES
BOSTON BUSING THE VIES.

IN

John A. Andrew Hall.—P*te Meetings, Snndor.—
Lecture by Mrs. S A Floyd, at 3and t P. M. The
audience privileged to ask any proper questions on

tuality. Excellent quartette singing. Public
invited.
Children's Pbocrbnsivb Lyceum, No. I, holds its

« « « *>554W okupoi Su «,ev«Ty Suod.y U
so t-a o clock . W. French, Secy.

Srtarruatist's U nion, Sunday afternoon, 334 Wash-

CounciL No. I.—New Fraternity Hall, cor. of Berke-
ly and Appleton Streets Lectures afternoon and
evening.

Lueunb Hall.—first Public Test Circletat 10 r-t
A.M and yi-e P M. Frank T. Ripley, medium.
Free Spiritual Lyceum Conference at 1 P. M for
yontag and old speakers, declamations, Ac., 4c.—
T homas Cook, Chairman.

Mediums' Meeting at Temblors' Holl,
ington Stwexth at io 1-6 A, M,
mediums cordially invited.

slo Wash-
each Sunday. All

Ladie's Aid Society, 354 Washington Street, every
Tuesday afternoon.

BOOK READERS, ATTENTION!

The undersigned,, believing that Books should he
<btofi, as well as good, proposes to share the profits
of trado wick the buyer, and reduce the pm*. He
m bow ready, pad will send to order the latest and |
best publications at a discount of twenty cents on the
dollar  All ordersover tea dollars (*

a further reduction ofjfw fier cent.

& ,SSS5E£3E£SEE

Natural Hlstory can he had at the above reduced

" Second Hand ** Books will be forwarded at
a slight oJommce on ' auction prices," the particulars
for which can he settled by 1

1All t oneg .b.'uld be w.i *r sjrfiress, or
forwarded through the agency ofthe Pooh-Mooter,
the seder fee the some being seat to

J.H.W.TOOHEY.
67 Broadway, Chalsoa, Man.

~"DVEF\TI?EMENTP

THE

SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST,

A Weekly Journal devoted to the

Science, Philotophy, History, and Teachings of

SPIRITUALISM.

Priee, irrrn rrad.

Ttro dollar* and mhalf per yrer.

]

T hb Spiritual Scientist presents each week a
comprehensive review of the progreat of Spiritualism,
in its practical, scientific, philosophical, and religious 1
aspects. Its contents are sufficient in variety to suit |
all classes of minds that are attracted to Spiritualism,
and it endeavors to supply all that can interest an
investigator into the deeply important subject of

MAS'B IM MORTAL MXISTEM E.

The topics treated may be thus classified

Scientific Investigations, tending to increase
the knowledge of the nature of the human spint aad
its surroundings ; also, of the relation between man in
the spirit world and those on the physical plan* of ex-

Thilosoph ical Deduction and Bassoon -
stration, reports of Lectures, detailed accounts of
Remarkable Phenomena, Materialisation, Levitauana,
4c.

Religious and Moral Teachings roamu-
niented by Spirits, Exhortations to act for Eternity
rather than for Time, to be guided by principle
rather than expediency; in general, tending to give
higher aspirations for our guidance in life.

Reports of Progress from all parts of the
world, by correspondence, exchanges, and reportonai
facilities.

Historical Sketches, illustrating the univer-
sality of inspiration from'the Spirit World.

Editorial7 Opinions;
Reviews of Books ;

Extracts from Periodicals
Literary Announcements.

The Scientist will be a medium ef m*traction
to Investigators. Questions and objections will he
freely answered. It invites the co-operation of lovers
of Spiritual progress, and solicits their patronage aad

support.

Scientist Publishing Co.

9 Bromtield Street,

BOSTON, MASS.

'Advertisements

The rrpelriay #/ Jesrrtrg + Iprriallf.
1. WATKK.MAX JC CO,,
aao WMhintrton StrMt

(Three doors north of Bummer Street * We ospi«y

the most skilful and and experienced +sjrknm, and
have every facility fur

REPAIRING

Jest Rubber, Shell. OUt. Corel, Corelme
feef Turkish. Japanone. Oxldi f
Garniet, Horn. Onyx Frosted, Pear

Jlad rierglAiaf fa {OJfIVX, TIM end

Fancy Jewelry.

Gold-Plated. Silver and Gold Jewelry
Repaired and Made to order.

Many expensive artW
timely repaintm. aad at a *

saved

I kepamy the old will save f

PROMPTNESS AID MODERATE CHAMES.

The largest and finest assortment of Fancy Jewelry
in the dty, in our new store.

220 Washington Stroet.

Boston Daily Globe,

THE BEST PAPES IN BOSTON!

Independent, Unsectarian,

And Progressive.

Unsurpassed as an AiTtrtmm M eta

Boston Weekly Globe,

KIGHT PAGES,

Anti FIft>-Nix Column*.

our $2.00 KI

GLOBE PUBLISHING QO
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BOSTON.
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A dvertisement?.

SEPT. 4 OCT.
Autumn Suits

AND

Overcoats.

NOW READY IN

Fall

MEN’S DEPARTMENT.

O w U uckilbr' Clothing is superior to sny pre-
viously exhibited, sad we invite examination.

G. W. SIMMONS A SON,
M U 34 NORTH STRKRT.

BOSTON, NASS.

A PUBLIC BENEFIT.

READ THE FOLLOWING
Qtegp Eicmions lurini te Mirth of
Septerrier.

Boston to Wolfboro' sad Return

Baton to North Conway and Return
Boston to Glen House and Return....
Boatnn to Crawford House and Return

TR

..to 0o

Boston to Bar Harbor (MI. Desert) and Return ..7 00
Boston so Southwest Harbor (Mt. Desert) and
Return. . ( 00
Boston to Isfea of Shoals and Return Lgood only
Beachesand Return 1 15

Alto, from all Station! on line of Elitern
Biilroid to tbore point*, it pro-
portionate Low Pricee.

A redaction of prices will be made with the Hotels
at North Conway, Isles of Shoals, Benches also Craw-
ford House, for those bolding Excursion Tickets.

Information and Tickets to be obtained of Station
Agent, or at the General Passenger Agent's Oflke.
No. 1>4 Washington Street, Boston

Geo. it:sxil, oso.r.mu,
Gen. Tkt. Agent Gen. Pass Agent

ciai I latch,
Gen Manager.

FOUNTAI
Steam Washer!

Saves Clothes,
Saves Women,
Saves Motley,
Saves Labor,
Saves Time.

N

Fits any boiler ; lasts for years ;
every one warranted or money re-
funded ; thousands already sold.
Directions with each. In order-
ing, send lire, length, and width.
State and County Rights for sale.
Agents wanted. Price $3.00.

Fountain Steam Washer Co.,

S Tremont 8t., Bouton.
"John a. andkew hall,
UlICbionor St. BOSTON.
Wil k Iniu W IIM w . S-H.ot K— inf,
AssamRLIBM rortCKRT* -ty DRA-
MA MXTKUTAIXMKXT*r
UpM ipplinliM to

O. K. HUOOINS. Superintendent.
Il 1k. 1U1l. Dolly. froM I o'clock, A. M. W SP.M .

A dVEDTISEMENT?.

TO INVESTIGATORS.
It is person in every *e*en
might s medium by observing the proper con

The thousands o» Spiritualists have, in most

arrived at their conclusions by agencies estab-

= @&l by themselves and independently of each other

lof tne services of professional mediums. Every

: spintuedisstis indeed an “ investigator,"—it may be at

j aa advanced stage ; and that all may become so. the

following conditions are presented as those under which
the phenomena may at all times be evolved.

Inquirers into Spiritualism should begin by forming

1 spirit circles in their own homes, with no Spiritualist

!or professional medium present. Should no results be

obtained on the first occasion, try agaln with other ait-

I'ter*. One or more persons possessing medial powers

without knowing it are to be found in nearly every

i household.

i. l-et the room be of a comfortable temperature,

I but cool rather thaa warm -1 « arrangement* be made

that nobody shall enter it, a . that there shall be no

interruption for ooc hour during the sitting of th« cir-

a. Let the circle consist of from three or five to ten
*individuals, about the same number of each sax. Sit
round an uncovered wooden table, with all the palms
of the hands on its top surface Whether the hands
touch each other or not ie usually of no importance
Any table will do, just large enough to conveniently
taccommodate the sitters. The removal of a hand from
! the table fora few seconds docs no harm ; but when
; om of the sitters breaks the circle by leaving the table.
' it sometimes, but not always, vary considerably delays
the manifestations.

j. Before the silting begins, place s pointed lead
pencils and some sheets of clean writing paper on the
table, to write down any communication that may be
obtained.

4. People who do not like each other should not sit
in the same circle, for such a want of harmony tends
to prevent manifestations, except writb well-developed
physical mediums: it is not yet known why. Belief
or unbelief has no influence oo the manifestations, but
an acrid feeling against them isa weakening influence.

5. Before the manifestations begin, it is well to en-
cage in general conversation or in singing, and it is
best that neither should be of a frivolous nature.
praverful. earnest feeling among the members of the
ciklc gives the higher spirits more power to come to
I the circle, and makes it more difficult fur the lower
| spirits to get near

6. The first symptom of the invisible power st work
I'is often a feeling Tike a cool wind sweeping over the
hands. The first manifestations will pntebly b.
table tilting, or raps.
y. When motions of the table or ‘sounds are pro-
duced freely, to avoid confusion, let one person only
speak, and talk to the table as to an intelligent be-

1

>

ing. Let him tell the table that three lilts or raps
mean “ Yes" one means "No," and two mean
" Doubtful,” and ask whether the arrangement is
under.tocHi. If three signals be given in answer, then

*|f | speak the letters of the alphabet slowly,

a t,you signal every time | come to the letter you

want, and spell us out a message j M Should three

signals be given, set to work on the plan proposed

and from Jus time aa intelligent system of commuai-
cation is established.

8. Afterwards the question should be put, * Are

we sitting in the right order to get the best manifests- |
Probably some members of the circle will |

tions >"
then be told to change seats with each other and the
aigrals will be afterwards strengthened. Next ask,
"W ho is the medium >" When spirits come assert-
mg themselves to be related or known to anybody
1 present, well-chosen questions should bo put to lest
the accuracy of the statements, as spirits out of the
bodv have all the lirtuea and all
in tne

9. A powerful physical medium is usually a |
of an impulsive, affectionate, and genial nature, and
very sensitive to mesmeric influences.

( media are ladies.

The best manifestations are obtained>hcn the
dium and all the members of the circle are strongly
bound together by the affections, and are thoroughly
comfortable and happy ; the manifestalioas are born
of the spirit, and shrink somewhat from the lower
mental influences of earth. Family circles, with no
strangers present, are usually the best.

If the circle is composed of person* with suitable
temperaments, manifestations will take place read-
ily ; if the contrary be the case, much perseverance
will be neceseaty

Possibly at the first sitting of a circle symptoms of *

other forms of mediumship thaa lilts or raps may
B r-rrr
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