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FRAGMENTS OF OCCUL'r 'rnUTH. 

No. IV. 

THE EVOLUTION OF l\lAN. 

BY A },AY CHELA. 

An essay on so vast a topic as this can only be a very 
fragmentary" Fragment" ; but an incomplete sketch may 
be fonnd Ilscful as a framework for specnlation. It 
is one tIJillg to ponder on the origin and destination 
of man without knowing more of the subject than can be 
gathered from the open page of N atme before us at any 
given moment: it is qllite another to exercise the 
imaginative and reasoning itlculties in filling lip details, 
after the general design has ueen made intelligible. All 
ordinary theories concernilJg creation amI the scml 
belong to specnlations of the fonner order, aIlll very 
poor, crude amI inaccnrate, do t.hey seem, when referred 
to the broad outline of the facts as known to illitiatcs 
of occult science, 

Greatly more intelligent, within itc; domaill, than reli
gious metaphysics, ordinary science has made out a 
great cleal concerning the evolution of .I\bn's bOlly.- And 
even though its conclusions lllay be incomplete, they are 
not altogether wrong. It only errs seriously when it tries 
to cleal with problems outside its proper domain, and 
fancies that the evolution of animal iorms, and their 
gradual improvement may COllRtitute tIl() whole proce~s 
which leads to the evolution o~' !Jllmallity; ill other words 
that the intelligence with which humanity is now 
endowed is merely one of the plienolllcna of orguuic 
chemistry. However, in training modern though t to 
understand the principle of evo!utioll, physical science 
has payecl the way for explmmtiolls which occult science 
is at last conceding to the world. It has supplied a clue 
to the true method of investigating the results so 
11l1scientiticnlly attriuutccl by vulgar cosmogony to cren,tioll. 
It is c1ifnclllt to sn,y how br the habi t of literally 
believing the staternents of tllC Bible has really 
established in the Westem llliml the idea that Uod, in the 
beginning, performed SOIllU charm "with woven paceH 
and with waving lIalllls" alii I that the Earth sl'ntllo' 
ilJstantly illto existence, fllrnished with trees an(1 live~ 
stock, amI ready in the conrse of the week for the 
habit~tioll of a no less instantaneously created man. 
But even when orthodox tbeologists concede that the 
,-lays of cl'l)ation may Le long periods of time, they 
certainly do not" as a rille, get rid of tbo notion that this 
Earth alltl all its inhabitallts are the fruit of an act of 
creatioll worked ont lnore or less dehbemtely, 1uilhin the 
limits of the 11;r)1'Id nmv b(fol"c 11 •• , eithOl' throng!l laws 
especially designed to produce the results now perceived 
or by :t more workmanlike process. with l.umps of claY, 
spare nbs, or allY other lJalJdy matenals IV lllch a tancrible 
and visible Creator migh L find lying about Lis premis~s. 

Ct'rt~jnly physj~al sc!ence, again breaking ill upon 
tll?o]?glcal con ceptIOll s, dlsturbs orthodox speCUlation by 
p01l1tlllg out that the earth was at Olle tune a viscid 
globe of inorganic fiery matt.er, that further back still it 
was a ring of incamlol:icellt vapour tbrowlI off from the 
SUll, tlmt further back Htill it was part mcrely of a vast 
fiery nebula like that which to this day may be observed 
in the cOllstellatioll ofOriolJ, and which tho fine instruments 
of mOdeI'll physical reseal'ci! llave shown with approximate 
certainty to be actnally in that state which reason hml 
previously snggp ,ted that our own system must have been 
in once. But pll,v~ical science docs not go further than to 
s~lggest. that theology lIIust sOl~JChow recOl.lcile its concep
tIons Wlth t:h.es~ rUl~lllIentnry fact~. Itfad.s to accomplish 
the rcconc!lmtlYll Itself: and otlcl'i'i" for Its own part, a 
theory so lInsatlsfactol"Y l1l one (li rcetlOlt-tliat of spiritua.l 
mysteries,-that only a small linn] bel' of' thinkincd men 
find themselves able to put lip with it to the b entire 
excluRioll of theological hypotlleses, ullsatisfactory tLOlJO'h 
these llWy be in the direction of physical mysterIes. 0 

Now occllit SClellce can and (Ioer.; bridge the gulf 
between science and religion. ThiR is not the place to 
descant at length upon its methods of' research. On that 
head a great deal lias been published lately, and the 
reader may be referred to other writings in reference to 
opportullities tllat ordinary people have had for realisillu 
the fiwt tllat extra.onlillary pen:iOns, by the cultivation oi' 
f1LCulties tlormaJlt in all, «1nd the existence of which aU 
may prove for themselves if they are prepared to take the 
llec~ssmy ~rollble) ~Jave ob.tained t.he means of exploring 
regIOns of the lllllvorse lllaccessiule to the physical 
senses. By degrees such persons have acquired that 
enormous mass of' knowledge concerning the operations of 
Nature over ,'ast areas of space amI time, which enable 
them to make poo;itive statements concerning the chaJacter 
of the processes we are about to describe. 

The first great fact willch occult science presents to Ollr 
Jlotice in reierence to the origin of lllall on this alobe will 
be seell at 11 glauce to help the imagiuntIOn ~vt;]' some 
cmbarrassments of tbe falluliar scientific idea of evolution. 
The evulution orman is 110t a process carIled out on thic; 
planet alone. It is a result to \, bich mallY worlds ill 
(liffereut c~nditions of ma.terial allCI slJiritual develupUient 
~Iave cuutnbutel!. If tillS staLemellt were merely put 
fonvmd as a COll,Joctllre, It would surely recommend itself 
forcibly to ratiouallllilllls. For there is a manifest irration
aLty 1lI the common-place notioll t.11at man's eXistence is 
dIvided into a llmtenal begi!!lllng, las~mg sixty or seventy 
years, and a spll'llual remamder lastmg for ever. '1be 
irrationality amounts to absurdity when it is alleged that 
the acts ot the sixty or seventy years,-the blunderinO" 
helpless, act~ of ignorull t human ll.fe-are permitted by tb~ 
pellect .Justlce 01 an All-Wise l'rovldcllce to detUlC tllC comli. 
tions ot tbat later life of inhnne dmation. :Nor is it less 
?xtm\'agant ,to imagine tlmt apart trom the questioll of 
Justice, the hfe beyoud the grave should be exeUJpt from 
the law of change, progress and improvement, whIch every 
analogy of l\I atme pOliltS to as pl'Obably rUlIninO" tbrouoft 
all tll!3 vaned existenccs of the universe. b But o!J~e 
auandoll the idea of a uniform, unvarying, ullprogressive 
hfe beyoud the gra~e,-ollc:, admit the conceptioll of 
change and progress III that hte-mld we admit the idea 
of 11 varietylmrllly compatible with any otber hypothesis 
thau that uf progress tJlrollgh successive worlds. As we 
have said bel me, this is Hot hypothesis at all for occ~llt 
science,. bllt a ft~ct, ascertained alIel verified beyond the 
reach (for occuJt.lsts) 01 doubt or contradiction. 

The life anel evolutionary processes of this Planet in fact 
-all which cOllstitutes it something more than a deari 
lump ot clmotic mutter,-are lillked with tbe life and 
evolutionary process('s ot several other IJlanets. But let it 
not be supposed that tllere is no finality as reO'llHls the 
scheme of this planetary union to w hich w~ beloll". 
'1 he hlll1lall inwgllJatlOll once set free is apt sumetimes ~o 
bound too far. 011ce let this notIOlI, that the earth is merely 
olle hIlk in a migbty chaiu ?t worlds, be lully accepted as 
probable, or true, and It may Slloaest the whole 

} 1 . be 
~talTY leavellS a~e t Je lIcntage 01 ~h~ human family. That 
lS so far from belllg the fact that I,~ lS almost infillltely tar 
therefrom. On~ glube tl~es not afford Nature scope fodhe 
processes by whlCh manklild has. been evoked from c1laos, 
Lut these processes do Hot re(luue more than a liluited 
nud definite number of globes. :::;eparatecl as these arc ill 
regard to tile gross llJ.edlmlical matter of which they cOll~ist, 
they arc closely alld llltlllJately bUUlHI together by suLtle 
currents amI 10rces, "hose exmtOllce reaSOll need not be 
llIUth troubled to cOllcede since the existence of sume 
cOllnection,-offorce as etl18riallnedia,-unitinO" all vislule 
celestial bodies, is proved by the mere fact tht~ tbey arc 
visible. It is alollg tllCse subtle currents that the life
clements pass from world to world. 

The fact, however, will at once be liable to distortion 
to snit preconceived habits of mind. Some readers 
may imagine our meallillg to be that after death 
the surviving soul will be dlawn into the currents of that 
world with which its affinities connect it. The l"eal process 
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is more l1wthodica1. The system of worlds is a circuit 
rOl1na which (Ill inilividual spiritmtl entities )Jave, alike, 
to pass; and that passag'e constitutes t he Evolt~tion of Man. 
For it must he realised, that the evolutIOn of man 
is a process still going on, and by 110 means yet cnmplete. 
Darwinian writings have tallght the n;odern worl~] to 
rl'gar<l the ape as an ancestor, but tho sl.mpJe c~ncCJt of 
'Vestel'll speculation has rarely pen11lttetl I~urope.an 
evoll1tionists to look in the other direction and recogmso 
the probability, that to om remote descendants we may be, 
as thnt ullwelcome prog'f'nitor to us .. A 11(1 the t,~,o fac.ts 
just df'clared hinQ'e together. The Illgher evolutIOn ';lll 
IlC [Iccomplished by olll' progref;s throngh the successIve 
worlels of the system; and ill higher forms \\:e shall retuJ'll 
to this en.rth agnin, and again, and agal1l. But th.o 
n.veul1es of tllought throllgh which we look furwanl to tlw; 
prospect, are of almost inconceivable length. 

ft will retulily be supposed that the chain of worlds tn 
which th is earth belongs are 110t all prepared for a 
material existence exactly, or even approximately resembl
inC>' Ollr own. There would be no meaniug' in an orgallisecl 
eh~in of worlds which were all a.like, an(l might as well 
nil have been nmalrra.matoc] into olle. In reality the 
worlds with which w~ m'e connecterl are very unlike cadi 
oLher not merflv in outward conditions, hut in that. 
supr:'me clml'l1ct~rif;tic, the proportion. ill .which,--f;pil'it. 
and ll1ilttcr-al'e mino'lf'tl in the:r constItutIOn. Our own 
world pres~nts UR \~ith conditions ill wl~ich sr:i1:it. and 
matter arc, on the whole, evenly balancecJ III egUlhbnllnl. 
]~et it not be supposed on tlut accolllit that it is very 
highly ulevatecl in the f;cnle of l!erfectioll. On,tllC 
contrary, it occunic<=; a very low pInce 111 that sc~le. ~he 
worlels thnt flre high"r in the f'c:tle are tllOQe III whIch 
spirit largely predomina.te·s. 'l'here. is anot110r ,~or!cl 
attachecl to the cllain rather tlmn formlllg' a part of It III 

wllich matter asserts itself even more clucisively tllan on 
eart.h, hut this may be spoken of later. 

That the superior worlels which Man may come to 
inhabit in his onward progress shou1cl g-raoually IJecome 
mo1'C aIH} more spiritual in their const.itution,-life tlwre 
being more and more successfully divorceel from gl:OSS 
material needs,-will seem reasonable enough at the first 
glance. Bnt the first glance ill imaginat.ion at thooe 
which might conversely be eallecl the inferior, but. nlfly 
with less illflccnracy he spoken as tIle precening worlds, 
would p(~rhap,.; sugg'cst that they ought to he conversely 
less spirituai,--more material, t.han tllis earth. The fact 
is qnite the other way,-and must be so, it will be f;een 
on reflcction, ill a chain of worlds which is an endlcf;s 
chain, i c. round and round which t.he evolut.ionary 
process travels. If t.hat pl'ocess hall merely one jOlll'lley 
to travel along a pat.h which never retul'lled into it.self, 
one cnuld think of it, at any mte, as working from 
almost absolute matter, np to almost absolute spirit, 
hut nature works always in complete curves, and 
travels always in paths which returll into themsplves. 
The earliest, as also the latest, develope(l worlcls
for the chain itf;elf has grown by degrecs,-the furthest 
bilck as also the furthest forward are the ml)st immaterial, 
the most etherial of the whole series and that 
this is in all ways in ilccordanee with the fitnef;s of things 
will appear from the reflection tlmt the furthest forward 
of the worlds is not a region of finality, 1lllt th~ steppillg 
stone to the furthest' hack-as the month of Decemher 
leads us back again to January. But it is not. a climax 
of' llevelopment from which the innividualmonad falls, as 
by a catastrophe, int.o the state from which he slowly 
began to ascend millions uf years previously. From that 
which for reasons which will soon appear must he consi
dered the highest world on t.he ascending arc of t.he circle 
to that which must he l'egflrcled as the first on the 
df'scending arc,-in one sense the lowest, i.c. in the orde'r 
of development,-there is no descent at all, but st.ill ascent 
and progress. For the spiritual monad or entity which 
has worked its way all round the cycle of evolution, at. 
anyone of the many stages of development into which 

============ .. _----
the various existences arounrl us may be grouped, hegins 
its next cvc)e at the next hig-er stag-e, and is thnf; still 
accnmpl ishing prop-cess as it passes from world Z back 
ag-ain to world A. ']\fany timps does it circle, in this way 
rildlt round the system: hut it.s passage ronnd mllSt. not l)e 
t.houg·ht of merely as a circular revolut.ion in an orbit. In 
the f;c~f11e of spiritual perfectioll it. is constantly ascending. 
Thlls if we compare the system of worlds to a system of 
towers standing on a pla.in,-towen; each of many st.ories 
flud RVlllbolisin~' the sCflle of perfection,-the spiritllfll 
mOJlfld performs a spiral progress round and round the 
serieR, 11Hssing through <'adl tow<'!', every time it comes 
1'0ullCl to it, at a lligh<'r Ipvel than before. 

It is (Ol' wflnt of realising this idea that. spec1l1ation 
cOlH'<'rned witll physical evolntion is Fa consinntly finding 
itRelf sto])]1pd by dCfld wfills, It is searching for its 
mi!'Sling links in a world wllCre it clln never find t.hem 
llOW, fo1' t.hey were but rf'Quired fo!' a t<'mpomry pnrpose, 
and have ]lflf;f;('(l away. Mnn, savs the Darwinian. wns once 
:m npe. Qllite t1'ue,'lmt tIle ap'e known to the Darwinian 

,will never become a man, i. P. the Im'm will llot change 
from g'(·IlC'l'nt.ion to generation till the tail disarpears 
ancl the lJands tUl'll into fpet, lind so OJ). Ordinary science 
avows tllflt t.hongh c:hflng'es of form cfln he dptected in 
pro!-!'l'ess within the limits of species, the ehanges from 
species to species can only be inferred, amI to account for 
these, it is cont.ent to aSSllme QTeat intervalf; of time and 
the ext.inction of the intermediate forll1K, There llas been 
no dou bt flll extinction of the intermediate or earlierforms 
of fill speeies, (in the Iflrg<'r :1cceptfltion of'th(' word), i.e., 
of fill kill.Q·dolllS, mineml, vegrtahle, animal, mall. &c., 
hilt o]'(linl1l'v f)ricnce cnn merely g'llOf;S that to have bren 
t.he f:ld wit.hollt. rCfllif;inQ" t.he conditions whicll rendered 
it inevitable, Ilnd which 'forbid the renewed generat.ion of 
the intrrmediate forms. 

Tt. is the I'piral clmract.rr of tllC progress accomplished 
by the life imrmlRes which develop the variolls king-dams 
of Nature, which accollnts for tlle gaps now ohs<'1'ved in the 
animated forms whirh people t.he cmth. The thread of a 
sprew which is a 111liform illclined plmlC in reality looks 
like a sllccession of st.eps when examined only along one 
line parallel to its axis. The spirit.ual monads which are 
coming l'Ounri t.he syRtmn on the animal level pass on 
to other worlels wl]('n they have performe(l tllCir turn of 
animal incarnation here. By the time they come again, 
they are ready for lll1man incarnation, amI there is DO 
necessit.y 110W for the llpwanl development ofnnimal forms 
into hllman forms,-thpse are alrcady waiting for their 
spiritual tenant.s. But if we g'O haek fa I' enough we come 
to a period at. wllich there were no human forms ready 
developed on the earth, hut when spiritual monads tl'flvell
ing on the earlipst. or lowest human level, were beginning 
to come rO\1Jlrl. Their ol1ward llreRsure in It world at that 
time containing' none but animal forms provoked the 
impl'Ovemellt of the hig'hest of t.h<,se into tho required form, 
-the much-talked-of missing link. 

In one wa.y of looking at the matter it may be contended 
that this explanatioll is identical with the inference of 
the Darwinian evolllt.ioni"t ill regard to the development 
and extinction of miRsillg' links. After all, it may be 
argued by a materialist, " we are not coneerned to express 
an. opinion as to the origin of the tendency in species to 
devclop higher forms. 'Ve say that they do develop t.hese 
higher forms by intermediate links, and that the inter
mediate links (lie Ollt; anel you say .iust the same thing." 
But there is a cl istinctio11 hetween the t.wo ideas for any 
ono who can follow subtle distinctions. The natural process 
of evolution from the influence of local circnmstances, and 
sexual ~P.lection must not; be cred ited wi th producing' 
intermediate forms, and t.his is why it is inevitable t.hat 
the intermediate forms .,hol1ld he ·of a temporary nature 
and should die out. Otherwise we shoul(l find the 
world stocked with missing links of all kinds, animal life 
creeping by plainly aprilrrnt degrees up to manhood, 
humaIl forms mingling in indistinguishable confusion with 
those of animals. The impulse to the llew evolution of 
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high?r. forms i,: renlly giH'l1 ns we hnve ,:hOWl1 by rll~hf'R 
of splrIt.ual monads coming round the cvcle in a state fit 
[or the inhahitation of ]l'ew fOrTlis. These s1Iperior lifp 
1I11pnlsl's burst the chrysalis of the older form fill the 
plallet t.he,Y invade anti 'throw off an offioro~cCllCe of SOlIW
thing 1.ligiJer. The forms which have gOile OJI merely 
repeat'lI1g themselvos for millclliu\1ls, start nfrel'll, into 
~rowth; .\\'itl~ rolnti\'e rapidit.y thry ri~e thro11,Q'h t,hc 
mtermedlate IIlto the hi~'hel' forllls, alld th(,11 ns these in 
turn :11'0 m1l1t,iplied with' tht) vigour and rnpi<iit,y of nil 
lle:v. growths t.hey supply tCIICJI1rllt.s of flrsh for t1w 
Rp~ntnal clltiti('s coming' r011nd on tlwt st.age 01' plnne of 
.~xlstellce, and for the inte1'lllCdiate forms there are 110 
longer allY tenants offering. Inevitably they become extinct. 

. Thns is evolution accomplishf'd ns re~':1I'ds it.s esscntinl 
Jlnpulse hy a '~l)i1'(/l 7'l'(lfJ1'r,,<R t.hroug'h t.h'e worll]';. Til tl)(~ 
eourse of eXBlnining' this idr:l we lilwo pnrtly nnt.icipat.rd 
tho I.loclamtloll of nllOth('r fact of first-rate import:l.llce ns 
all aul to correct views of t.he world svstf'lll to which we 
belong. That is that the tide of Ii It\-t'he wnve of existence, 
-tho spiritual impulse call it by what name we plf'nse, 
passeR on from planet to planrt by I'tlsllCs, or gushes; llOt. 

by.an even. continl~olls ~ow. For the mOl1lentnJ'Y purpo!"e 
of Illustrat.mg t.he Idea In hand the process mn.y he com
pared to the filling of a 8Cl'irs of holcs or t,ulls Runk ill the 
ground. snch nR may somet.imes he Sl'('11 at t.he m0111h8 
of feeble spring'S, 'and f'onnected with ('neh other hy 
little ~lll'f:lce cJHlllnels, The R1t'l'am from the 8pring· ns it 
f!ows IS gathered IIp entirely in the heg'inlling hv the 
1ust hole, or tub A, mill it is 01l1v- when tltis is 
ql1i.te full that the continl1ed in-p01l1'ing ~f wntl'r from the 
~pnng ('n11Ses tlmt which it :I1rcndy contains to overflow 
llltO tuh R. 'Tllis in turn filh; and ov('rfJows nlong' the 
channel which lends to t1111 C nnd so on Now th01;o·1t of , . , ,-., 

cOIll'~e, a c1ulllsy alinlog',Y of this killd will !lOt. f'mry us vrry 
far, It precisely illmltrates th(J ovolutioll of life on a chain 
of world>; like that. we are [lj,fnell('d to und illllecd tlIP 
cV0.1l1tion of UIO worlds t.llCmgrlveR. Ij'or 't.he pr~c('ss 
whl?h go('s on dors lIOt ill\'o]YU t.1l!' pre-existencr of a 
cham of globe>; wllich nat11l'e llroreeds to st.ork \\'ith life: 
but it, is one in which tIl!' ",'olutiOlI of eaeh !.!Iobe is thr 
resul!, ~f previous evolut.ions, and tile C01~Se(t1lClICe of 
certmll llnpll if;es thrown orf from i ts prrtlpcr~f;or ill t h0 
supprnlJlllH'lnncc ofthrir drveloplllent. Now itis necrssnry 
to denl wit.h this chnrnetel'istic of the )1rort'~R to hr 
descrihed, hilt directly we brg:in to deal with it we have 
to go back in imaginat.ion to a period in t.he developnwnt 
of our sy:<;telll very far nnteeedf'nt, to that wllich is spcciall,v 
Olll' s11b.1ret at present,-the evollition of man. AmI 
manifestly, as Roon as we he~tin t.nlking of the heginlJings 
of worlds, we nre dealing' with phenomena which ein have 
hnd very I itt]o to do with Z.Ui~, as we llllll!'rstand thr 
matter. and, therefore, it nwy be sllpposed, nothinO' to do 
,vith life illl"11I~es, B\Jt let llS go back by ~lrgreelii. 
Behind t.Ite lllllllan harvest of the life impulse there lay 
the hnrvc'st of nH'l'e animnl forms,- -:lR everyone rrnlisf's. 
Behind thnt the hnrvri't or growtlls of 111~!re H',Q'ctahle 
forms-for Rome of 1 hCf'e lIndo11 btedly preceded tile 
appearance of the earliest animal life 011 the planet. 'Thrll 
before the vegetable orl!~mif:ntions t.llere were minrral 
or,Q'nnisations, for even n mineral is It produd of N nture, an 
evolution frem ~omething behind it, as every imn,!Tinnhle 
manifestation of nat.ure mnst be unt.il in the vast series of 
manifestations, the mind travels back to the ulllllnllifef:ted 
beginning of all things. On pure metapllysics of that 
sort we are 1I0t now engaged. It is eno11gh to show that, 
we may as )'cnsol1nbly.-and that we must if we would 
talk abollt these lllatteff: at nIl-conceive of a life impulse 
giving birth to mineral forms, as if the same sort of 
impulse concerned to mi~e a rnce of apes int.o a. mce of 
rudimentary men. Indeed. occult science travels back 
even further in its exhaustive analysis of evolution, than 
the period nt which minerals begnn to assume existrllce. 
In the process of developing worlds from fiery I1obl11oo 
Nature begins with something earlier than millerals-with 
the elemental forces that llnderlie the phenomena of 

nat.ure ns vi~ihle now nnd perceptible to the senses of 
lnnn. But thnt bnmch of the suhjcct mny be left alone 
for. the present. Let us take lip the procef:s at the 
penod when the fin;t world of the se)'ie~ globe A, let. liS 

call it, is merely a congeries of mineral formf:. Now it. 
l1l11st be remembered that, p:lobe A has alrf'ndy been 
describet! as very much more et.herial, more prcdominatp(l 
by spirit, as diRtinguishrd from matter, than the globe of 
which we at pref:ellt nre having pOl'sonnl rxpcriencr, so 
1lint a lnl'g'c nl10wnnce lllUi't. 110 -made for thnt. statn of 
things wh('11 we nsk the l'f'ndrr to t.hink of it. at st.nrt.ing ns 
a 1lJrre congeries of mineml forms. :Min('rnl forms lllny 
be mineral in the scnse of not belonging to the lligll('r 
[orms of YCQ"etnhle orgnnism, nnd may yet be very 
lmmaterinl as we think of matter very etherial consisting 
of a very fine or subtle qnality of matter, in which 
the other pnle or clmrncferistic of lwture,-spirit,
Inrgely prcdominnte,:. The minerals we are t.rying to 
pomtmy nrc. ns it were, the ghosts of mincf!lls, by no 
menns the highly-finished amI ben 11 t.i fill, hnnl erystals. 
which tllC llIineralogical cnbinots ,.f this world suppl,Y. 
In these lower spirnls of evolution with which we are now 
dcnli!1g as with the higher ones, there is progrr~s from 
world to world, nml that is the grent point at which we 
have bf'en :dming. There is progress downwards. so to 
sll('ak, in finish and l1lnteriality and consistency; and 1hf'n, 
ngain, pl'ogl'esR upward in spiritunlity m; coupled with the 
finish which matter, or matNiality rend{']'cd possible in 
t.he fin,t instance. It will be fonnd that the process of 
evolution in its higller stn.ges as rpgards 111f1n is carried on 
in exnctly the same wny. All through thcse stl1!lieR. 
indeed, it will be found that olle process of Natme typifies 
another, t.hat the hig is the repetition of the little on a 
larger scnle. 

It iR m[lnift'st. from wltat we have alreadv said, and in 
order that the 11l'00'resf: of orO'anis111R on !.!'.Iobe A slllllI hf! n b " 
nccouutnd for, that. 1.110 minf'ral kingdom will no more 
develop the veg'et.able kingdolll ~1l globe A llntil it. 
rcceives an impulsu from without, than t.he Earth was able 
to develop Man from t.he npe t.ill it rf!ceived an 
impulse from without. Bnt it will be incollvenient 
at present. to go back to a consideration of tho 
impilises which operate on globe A in the heginningof tht· 
~ystetn's constrnction. 

\Ve have already,-in order to be nble to advance more 
comfortably from ;;, far Int.cl' period than that to which we 
have now rececled, g-one back so far that fnrther recession 
would change the \~'hole character of this explanation. \V f! 
mllRt stop somewhere, nnd for the present it will be hl'st 
to take the lifo impulses bf!hind globe A, for granted. And 
having Rtopped thrre we nmy lIOW treat the enormous 
period intnrvening between the mineral epoch on globe A 
and the man rpoch, in a very cursory way, and so get back 
to the main pJ'Oblem hefore us. What. hns brell all-eady 
snid fncilitat.PR a cursory trelttment of' .he illterveuing 
evolntioll. Tho fllll drwelopment of the mineral epoch 011 
globe A prepares t,he ";3Y for the vegetable development. 
and ns SOOIi nf: this hegins, tile mineral life impulRe 
overflows into globe B. Theil when the vegetable 
development on globe A iR complete and the animal 
developmrnt !)egins, the vegetable liff! imp11lse over
flows to glohe B. and the mineral impulRe passes on to 
globe C. 'Then, finally, comes the human life impulse 
on globe A. 

NolV it is nOlx'ssary at thiR point tv guard against one 
misconception t.hat. might arisr. As just roughly described, 
the process might convey the id('a that by the time t.lle 
human impnlRe bC'gan 011 globe A, the minernl impulse 
was OHm beginning on globe D, anll thnt beyond lay 
chaos. This is Vf!rv far from being the case for two reasons. 
Firstly, as nlready·stnted, there arc proce~srs of evolution 
which precede the mineral e\'olntion, anll thns a wave of 
evolution,-indlien several waves of evolut.ion precede t.he 
mineral wave in its progress round the srh(~reR. Bllt over 
and above th if!, titere is a fact to be stated which has such 
an infiu<'ncr on the ('ourse of events. "Then it is realised, 
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it will be seen that the life impulse bas passed several 
times completely round the whole chain of worlds before 
the commencement of the human impulse on globe A. 
This fact is as follows :-Each kingdom of evolution, 
vegetable, auimal, and so on, is divided into several spiral 
layers. The spiritual monads,-the individual atoms oftlmt 
immense life impulse of whieh so milch has been said,
do not· fully complete their mineral existence on globe A, 
then complete it on globe B, amI so on. They pass sever~l 
times round the whole eirclc as mineru.ls; and tlwn agftlll 
several times round as vegetables, aud several times as 
animals. V.i e purposely refrain for tho present from 
goiug into figures, beeallse it is more eonvenient to state 
the outline of the scheme in gencml terms first, hut 
figures in reference to these processes of Natlll'e have now 
been given to the world by the occult adepts (for the first 
time we believe in its history), and they shall be brought 
out in the course of these essays before we have done, hilt 
Ltswesaythe outline is enough for anyone tothink of at first. 

And now we have rudimentary man heginning his exist-

ence on globe A, in tltat world where all t.hmgs are. as 
the ghosts of the corresponding things in this world. He 
is beginning his long descent into matter. And the life 
impulse of each" round" overflows, and the races of man 
are cstablished in different Jegrees of perfection on all tile 
}llanets,-on eaell in t.urn. But the Hounds are more 
complicated ill their design than this exp~anation would 
show if it Htopped short herc. 'fIle process for each 
spiritual monad is not merely a passage from planet to 
planet. Within the limits of each planet, each time it 
arrives there it bas a complicated process of evolution 
to perform. It is mallY times incarnated in successive 
races of m!tn, before it passes onward, and it even llas 
many incarnations in each great. mce. It will be found 
when we get on further that this fact tll1'oWS a Hood of 
light lIpon the actual condition ofl1lankiud as we know it, 
accounting for those immense differences of intellect aUlI 
morality, and even of welfare in its highest sellSe, which 
generally appear so painfully mysterious. 

'1'l1at which has a definite beginning generally has an 
ent! also. As we have shown that the evolutionary process 
nnder descl'iptiou began when certain impulses first com
menced their operation, so it may be inferred that they arn 
tending towards a final consummation, towards a goal amI a 
conclusion. That is so, though the goal is still fa.r off'. 
Man, as we know him on this earth, is hut half way 
through the evolutionary process to which he owes his 
present development. He will be as rnuch greater, 
-before the destiny of our system is accomplisllecl, 
-than he is lIOW, as he is now greater than the 
missing link, And tllat impl'Ovement will even be 
accomplished on this Earth, while, in the other worlds, 
of the ascending serief', thero are still loftier peaks of 
perfection to be scaled. It is utterly beyond the rang-e of 
faculties untutored in the discernment of occult mysteries 
to imagine the kind of life, which Man will tl1l18 ultimatcly 
lead before the zenith of the great cycle is attained. Rut 
there is enough to be done in filling up the detr.ils of the 
outline now presented to the reader without attempting
to forecast those which havo to do with existences towards 
which evolution is reaching across the enormous ahyssc~ 
of the future. .. 

A VEHY INTlmESTING INSTRUlImN'l', CALLED A I'HOTO

graphic gun, has been invented by a Frenchman
M. I\1arl'cz. It is nothing more nor less than a very large 
revolver, with a stock to put to the shoulder. The harrel 
is, telescope, that is to say, it contaills the lenses of a 
camera. There are twelve apertures, which take tho place 
of chambers. The photogmpher puts a sensitised plate 
behind these apert.ures, and, performing- an operat.ion 
nnalogous to cocking a gun, the weapon is ready for the 
field. On seeing a flying bit·d, he takes aim, and pulls the 
trigger. The chamber revolves once and in one second he 
obtains twelve little pictures of tIle bird in variolls positions. 
-The l1ul-jc(11, .Mi~··1·01·. 

THE BIR1'H AND GROlVTH OF THE PHIL

HARMONIC ACADEMY OF CALCUTTA. 

( Communicated.) 

A few months ago, a notice was published in .the 
colulI1ns of the THEosol'HIs'r, announcing the establIsh
lYJent of a Philharmonic Academy at Cal cu ttll., under the 
presidency and management of Rajah Sourindr~ Mohan 
Tagore, Mus. Doc., C.I.E., &c., the well-known reVIver and 
reformer of Hindu music .. In orde!' t.o underRto.nd pn;
cisely tho necessity and objects of this institutio~, It 
would be nccessary to review tIle progress that Hmdu 
music has attained during tIle last twelve years ~lllde.r .tho 
fosterin.g· care amI liberal patronage of the pu bllc-spl~Ited 
Haja.h. Hindu music, both as nn art and a sCICnc~, reCeived 
the highest. amonnt. of devclopment. in the anclOnt dn:y:s, 
aud formed a powerfnlllOlp to the Riskis and devotees ~n 
performing t.lleir rituals, and to the worldly people 111 

seeking fin' t.ho enjoyment of inn?cent ~n~usements. 
Music was then, in fact, the hand-mnHI of reJtglOt;. But: 
in course ·of time, it came to he ma.de the conc~mItant of 
voluptuous pUl'Ruits, alld what h:Hl been cultivated by t.ho 
holy aTHI pnre for noblc ]ll1l'poses, ",ae eagerly. Rought fol' 
hy the wicked and iinplIre, and t.urned to an Ignoble use. 
Latterly, it had become so degraded,. tha~ a respec~ahlo 
f:lt.i1er would be shocked to Ileal' hIS clnldren cultIVat.e 
t.h is art. A n(l flo!' inevit.able consequence was that it 
became associated with all that was vnlgar find base. 
The cultiva.tion of mllsic received Rome impetus during 
the reio'n of the MoO'nls in India, and several renowned 

'" '" d· I t mnsicians are known to have flourished urtng t Ht . 

period. The MahomedanH, be it rel1le1l1bere~1, ar(1 
prollibite(1 by their rolin'ion to eilltivat.e lIlUSIC, and 
consel[lIently' they had I~O music of tllOir OW!l. 'What 
tllOY pat.ronised was the lIllmic of t.ho Aryan natIOns, and, 
as practieal music, was all t11at they c11lefly carell fo~'-:
they considering the music to be an art meant to s~hsty 
carnal cravinffs--the ela.horate learn ell t.heory of mllSIC, as 
propOlllldetl a~ld recorded by scveral distingnished sa~cs 
of old cllme to be lost si"'ht of. The system of notatIOn 
devisdd by the A ryan sages got. nut ot use, al1~l, in t.he 
absenee of any defiuite system of musical not.atlOn, much 
of the intrinsic character anrl integrity of the 1·d<l.~ and 
1·a.ginf.8 was lost in the course of' the tran~it of the art 
from ear to car to sllcceedino' o·enerations. Tho 1'(1'9. s a.n(l 

00 •• 
1'agines were in hopeless confusion, each modern mUSIC)flH 
insifltillO" upon the correct,ness of their features as leal'lled 

o I or taught by him, and rejeoting those taught bX ot.lCl'S ~s 
incorrect. With the spread of modern educatIOn III tlw; 
country, a taste for the revival of Indian music grew ill 
many a Hindu heart, but it was not till t.he movel11ent~ 
initiated by Raiah Sourindra Mohan Tagoro took a 
practical form that t.he revival might be said to haY!' 
eommenced. 

Hajah Sourindra Mohan Tagore, who stntlied music 
unde;· very able professors, fOHml his favourite study 
in pretty 111llch tho same plight as hasjust bf'en described, 
and it was his cnlightened liberality of spirit an(} an 
enthllsiasti(~ lovo of Aryall lore tha.t prompted him to 
lllldertake tho entcrprise, the result of which has been to 
him us to all ot.hers interested in the revival of Aryan 
glor.y, a matter of'snch uuqualified gratificat.ion .. It \~as, 
Oil the 3rd Augnst, 1&71, that tIle Bengal MnslC School 
was established by t.he Rajah ill the rooms of the Govern
ment Normal School, Calcutta., with the object of' pl'ovid
in"· his countrymen witli a course of musical instrnction 
Ul~OIl a systen~a.tic bltsis with the help of elementary books 
and with a system of notation devised by him-nil 
prep:tl'cd purposely for their use. This institutipn 
was visited hom time to time by severa.l Indian 
gentlemen, amI European gentlelilon and ladies inter
ested ill the art of IllUsic, amI the encouraging remark::; 
which they reconlud in the visi tors' book rega.nlin.l!· 
the plan of tuition and the effieient management of 
the claflses, prOUl}1ted the Rajah to furt.her exertiollR. 
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DEAT!T AND IM!I[OR1'ALITr. 

[The following IrUcr ~llltes lin rll11Jll\Tas~lllcl1t which may 
YCl'y Jikrly IIII\,C ()c(~lIlTcd to other relldel's of the paswgc5 
quote!], be.::ideo Olll' eOl'l'cspolldrllt.-ED. ] 

l. UCCULT VltACL\I KXTS AN)) TIH; BOOK OF KlIIU -TE. 

TO TilE EIlITOlt 0.' TIII~ "TJ1IWI>OPIIII>T." 

In the :nticle Oil "])eath" by the lftte Elipllas Leyi, 
printed in tile Uctuber number of the THI~of;uI'IUST, vol. III.. 
pftge la, the writer Rfty,; that "to be ill1l110rtftl in good, 
olle must identify olleself with God; to be ilJllllortnl in 
evil, with Satftll. These ftre the two poles of tile world of 
Souls; beh"ccn tll/~sc t'l('O lJoles vegetate «lid die withollt 
rC1nelllll1'((lIc(~ the 1I8el('S,~ 7)(1'1'lion 0/ manh'iilrl," In yonr 
explmmtory llote Oil this pftssnge yon quote the hook of 
Khiu-te, which sayR that "to force oneself npon tllu 
current of ilillllortality, or rather to sucnre for olleself :1.Il 

endle,~8 81'1';1'8 ofl'e-l,il'lhs (/S COllsciolls illllivitlnftlitie,~, olle 
must become ~t eo· worker with Imtnre, either for [Ioor! or 
for bad, in her work of creation ftn(l reprodnctioll or in that 
of destrnctioll. I t i~ ]mt the 1I8eiC88 drones which she gets 

. rid of, violent.ly ejecting them amI making them perish 
by the millioll,; as Seif-C(lIl:3ciullS entitie~. Thus while t.lle 
good ftllli pure strive to rench Ninarm, the wicked will 
seek, 011 the contrary, a series of lives ftS conscious, definite 
existences or beillgs, pH'felTing to be ever suffering under 
the law of retributive jllstice rather thall give np their 
lives as portions of the illtegral nnivenml whole. Being 
woll aware that they enn Ilever hope to reach the filial 
rest in pure spirit OJ' J',""1'((1/(/., they (~lilJg to lire ill nny 
form rather thall give up that' desire for lift',' or '}'((11//('" 

which cftuses a lIUW nggregfttioll of 8!.:u,ndus, or indivitilla
lity to be ro-horn. 'rhore are thorougldy 
wicke(1 or (Iepra.vcd mell, yet as llighly illtellectual all(l 
acutely "l'l~l'i,tl{.(~r fur evil, as those who are spiritmd for 
good, The I'!/ON of tlH!se IlHlJ escape thn law of fiuftl 
destructioll or annihilation for ages to COIne. 
Heftt and eold are the two 'poles,'i, (~., good :uHI evil, 
spirit and 'I/IoUel·. Natllrn '~lmps the 'lukewarm' 01' 

• the useless portion of mankilld' out of her mUllth, ,i.e" 
annihilates them." III the very same HUlllber in which 
these lines occur we hftve the" Fragment.s of Occult Truth," 
and we learll thelJce that there an~ 8en'il entities or 
principles constitut.ing· a hUlI1ftu 1)('illg, When death 
occurs, the first three principles (I. e., the hlldy, t.he vital 
energy, and astml body) are dissipated; alld with reglm] 
to the remaining four prineiples "olle of (1('0 things 
occurs." If tile Spiritual Ego (sixth principle) lms been 
in life material ill its tendencies, then at de~Lth it continue'S 
to cling blindly to the luwer clements of it.s late cOlllbilla
tion, ftnd the true spirit. severs itself from the~e and pns,~es 
awftY elsewhere, whell the Spiritual Ego i!l also <iissip<lte(1 
amI ceases to exist. Under such circlllllstmlces only two 
entities (tile fourth and jifth, i,e., 1\all1a Rllpn allli Physical 
Ego) me left, and the 81tCl/.~ take tong periods to diH
intt'grate. 

On the other Imnc1, if' the telldencieH of tIle ego have 
b(~en towanis things spiritual, it will cling' to the Rpirit, 
amI with this pass into the adjoinillg World ofJl:,flccl8, nIHI 
there evolve out of itself by the spirit's aid II new ego, to 
be re-born (after a brief pm'io(! offre(~dom aud enjoyment) 
in the next higber object.i \'e world of causes. 

The " Fragments" teftch tlwt, apart from the cases of the 
higher adepts, there nre two conditions :-Fil'8t, that ill 
which the Spirit is oblige!! to sever it;; connectioll; (tJ}(I, 
l:lecolldly, that in which the Spirit is able to contillue its 
connectioll with the fomth, fifth and sixth principles. J n 
either case the fourth and fifth principles ftre dissipate(l 
after ft longer or 11, shorter period, Hlld, in the case of tile 
spiritual-minded, the Spiritual Ego ulldergoes a series of 
:1.ficending births, while ill the ca.,,\; uf' the depraved )]0 

fipil'itual Ego remains Hilt! there is silllply disilltegration 
of the fimrth and fifth prillciples after immense periods of 
time. The" Fragments" do not Sl'cm to admit of a. third or 

iutermediary eftse which could expbill tho condition of 
Eliphas Lc\,i's " llf'eless portion" of IllanIzilJ(I :lfte1' death, 
r t appears to me also that there eou lel l)O only two cnses 
-(1) either tllo spirit cOlltillues its conuectioll, 
or (2) i to severs its cUJlllec:i 011, \V Imt, then, is meftll t 
by the" useless port ion flf lllal1hil}(I" who, yon suggest, 
arc annillilatell hy the milliolls '! Arc tlley it combiufltioll 
of less than f;()Veli principles I That calJnot IJe, for evell 
thu very wicked alld depraved have thelll all. Wlwt, then, 
IJec01l1cs of the fourth, fifth, ~ixth alld sevellth prillciplefi 
ill the case of the S'l-c11,lled " 118cll'8S prJ1'lil}/I. iiI J/lan1.~ind ?" 

TIle" Fragmellts" agaill tell 1\S that, ill the case of thc 
wicked, thc fourth amI fifth principleii are si mply disilltegmt
cd after long ages, while ill yOlll' above qlluted not.e yon :5ay 
tlwt the" wicked will seek a "cries of 1ives as conscious, 
definite cxiiitences 01' heings," ftnt! ngain in the note t.o the 
word" [1 ell" yon write that it is " a world of nearly fthsolute 
matll"', and Olle preceding the bst one ill tlte 'circle of 
lICCl'ssity' from wllicll tlleru is no redell1ption, for there 
reigns ((hsolutc (brkneSfl," Thesc twu notes suellt to suggest 
tlmt, ill the case of the del'nLl'!:d, the f01lrt,h and fifth 
principles :Ire hom [l,gnin ill inferior world~ and have <" 

series of consciolls existences. 
The "Fraglllents" arc admittc(lly the prodl1etion cf tllc 

"Brother::;," ,LIl!1 wlwt I coulll gather from thom after It 

cftreful penls:!.l seents appmell t1y lJ()t to accord with your 
notes qllotell above. Evidently thel cis a gap somewhere, 
and, ftS the" useless portion of nwnkilll1" have been so fm' 
noticed, a 11lOl'e ex lmllsti ve expla.natioll of t,h ern after the 
method of the SO\'('11 principles is n('l~ded to make your 
otherwisn learned note accon1 with tlw "Fragments," I 
might mention a,gnin tllftt at every step tlte words 
"lll~ttter" and "spirit" confollud till) IlI:ljority of your 
readers, and it if; highly important, Hlld llecessary tlmt these 
two wOJ'ds he I')ftt.isfu,ctorily explailled!lo that the a\'emgc 
reader might ulltlerstftlld wlwwin li('~ tIle difference 
between the two; what is l1leanl, l)y m:l.tter elllanfttin(T 
frol11 spiri t" ftlld wllOtller spirit doe~ llot becoltlc limited t~ 
that extettt by the emanation of matter tlt(!reli'olll. 

Yours faitltfully alld fmtol'llully, 

N, D, K.--, f'.'r,s. 

,/* The ftppa1'ont discrepancy bc{;weun tile bvo!~tat(jll1ehts, 
that (Jill' correspondent quotes; cloes Iltlt illvolve any real 
coutmdictiolt nt all, nor if; there a "gn,p" in tlw explatw" 
tion. The confllsioll arises from tIle unfamiliarity of 
ordillftl'Y thinkers, lllluserl to Oeclllt idc:t~, with tlte distinc
tion betwccll tIle persolHd ftlld iJldividllal entities in 
Man, Hderellce has been ll1ade to tllis distinction in 
modern Occlilt writ.ing very freqllont,1,)', ami in ],sis itself 
where t.he expl:watiolts of It !tuudrecl IHysteries lie but Imlf 
burie{I,-t.lJ(~y were altogether buried in oadier works on 
Occult philof!(Jpll,)',-ollly waitillg j,ll' thc application of 
illtelligellce guided by ft little Occult knowledgc to come 
ont into the light "I' clay, \Vheu Isi8 \\'lIS written, it wns 
conceive(l by t.hose,-frolll whom tlw ill'Jllllse,wlticltllirected 
its preparation, call1e,-thftt the time WftS not ripe for the 
explicit declaratiolt of a great JlI:tIly truths wllich tllCY are 
now willing to illlpart in plain language, So the readers of 
tha,t hook were supplied ratlter with hints, sketches, and 
fttlllrnhmt,iolis of the pltilosopll}' to which it relilted, than 
with metllO(licftl expositiOlls, Titus ill reference to the 
present idea tbe dia~)rellce betweelt personal allU 111(livi< 
:lll~l identity is 8ugp-es,ted, if not fully so! forth at page 
.n;), vol. 1. There It lR stated as the VICW of certain 
philosophers, with whom, it il> easy to see. the writel' 
concurs :-" lIhll and Soul had to eonqner tlteir immortality 
IJY ascending townnls the Unity with which, if fluccessfui, 
they were jinally lillked. The illdividualisation of Man 
after death depellded 011 tllC spirit, lint 011 bis soul and 
l)l)(ly. Althollgh tho wo!'!l persoltality, in the sense in 
which it is usually UlHlerstood, is an absurdity, if appliod 
literally to our immortal es~ellce, still the latter, is a 
distinct entity, immortal and eternal pe7' se." Ami a 
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l!ttle later on :-" A person may have won his immortal 
hfe, and rClllaill the same 'in1ler self he was on earth 
throughout eterni~y, but thi~ d.oes not imply neccssarily 
that he must remum the Mr, SmIth or Mr. Brown he was on 
enl'th." 

.A full consideration ~£ these ideas will solve the 
em~arr~smell,t in which our corresJ;londentisplaced. Eliphas 
LevI IS tallung about l)ersonahties-tbe " Fmo'ments" 
about individualities. Now, as regards the perso~lalities, 
~he" useless portion of mankind" to which Eliphas Levi refers, 
IS the gre~tt bu!k thereof. The Jim'1nanell t preservation of a 
personal. IdentIty beyond death is a very rare achievoment, 
accolllplz.shed only by those wbo wrest her secrets from 
Nnture, and .control their own supor-material develop
~le~lt. In IllS favourite symbulical way Eliphas Levi 
mdlCates the people who contrive to do this as those 
\\'110. are imm~rtal in good hy identification with God, 
o~' lIn.mortal 111 evil hy identification with Satan. 
'1 hat IS to say, the preservation of porsonal idonti ty 
bey~nd death (or rathel', lot us say, far heyond lleath, re
servmg for the moment an explanation of tbe distinction) 
is a~complis~ed only by adepts amI EOrcercrs-tlle one class 
havlllg acqlllre~ the supreme secret kllowledge by l101y 
methods, nnd WIth benevoleut motives' the other llUvino' 
acquired it by unholy methods, aIlll for 'hase mot.ives. Bnt 
that which constitlltes the illl101' self, the purer portions 
of ,th~ em't.ldy pers?lIa~ so1l1 lmitell with the spiritu/tl 
pl'lTlClplcs and cOllstItlltIng the essential illllividnality, if; 
ensured a perpetuation of life in new hirths whether the 
person, whose eartldy slIl'l'ou\lcling-s aro its preseut hahitat, 
bec~llnes ?11l1ue(1 with the hig-ller knowledgo, or remaills a 
pI alii ordlllary man all his life. 

This doctrille cannot be treat.ed as one which falls ill 
at once with t~Je vie,'~ of things ontertninoll by people 
who~e conceptlOtl~ of Jlnmortalit.y have been corrupted by 
the Ignoble teneiung of HlOdern churches. Fow exoteric 
religions ask tlJeir devotees to lift their imagillatiolls abol'e 
the cOl\c~ptiun t~lat life beyolld the grave is a sort o£ 
prolOl:gatlOn uf lIfo on tlJis side of it. They are encouraged 
to .bel.I?ve thnt ~hru.ngh "etel'llity," if thoy nre goo(l in 
tIllS lIfo, they will lIve on in somo InxUl'iolls Heaven just 
as they ,~ould be living if transportell to some <list.ant 
country, 111ll'Ucnlonsly protoct.ed there from disease and 
decay, and continuillg for ever the" Mr. Smith or Mr 
Brown", they ~llay bave been previolls to omigmtion. Th~ 
conceptIOn I,S Jllst as .absunl, when closely thought out, as 
t,he conceptIOn that for the merits or the sins of this hrief 
life-but a mome~lt ,in, the ~ourse. of eternity-they will 
be able to secure ll1nlllte bliss, or mcur the utmost horrors 
of))erpetnnl punish ment. Ends and means, causos Ul}(l 
Afiects, must be kept in (Inc propurtion to 0110 anotller ill 
~ho worlds of spiri~ as in tlll~ worlds of Hesh. It is nonsense 
f01: a man who hus not first rendered !tis personality some
tlll,ng altogether nbllOl'lllUl to conceive that it can be 
l:atlOnally, tllOuglJ t of as sl\l'viving .fOI' et'eJ'. It woulll bo 
folly to WIsh even. tlll\t it c~Jt11d bo su perpetuated, for, how 
could !t~lln~n bcmgs of Ignoble, miscrable life, wlltise 
.per~on~h ty IS meroly a eongories of w l'etcIJml allll sordid 
l,llolllones, ?e ll~ppy in rlruling their misery stereotyped 
for al~ cOBling tune, amI in perpctual contra.st with tlw 
supenor p~rsollalities of' ot.her such stereotypes. 'rho 
memory ~t overy porsonal lifo, iudeell, is imperisbahly 
pres?n'cd 111 tl~e I~l.r::-;tcriolls records of each existellce, ,w~l 

.. the l~nmortalImhvIduHl spiritual entity will 0110 day,-but 
1 n a future su remote that it is bartHy wort.h thill kili'" 
n bout 1,I1l1ch at presCl~t,-Lo ahlo to look hack llpOll it, aSl1po~ 
O~1e of the pages III the Vllst Look of lives which ho 

"I,vlll by that tune lJave compiled. But let us come hack 
trom tl.wse "e.ry tmllsco1lLlcntal roHect.ioIls to the destinies 
more llnmedllltely impending ovel tllC great majority of 
us whoUl Eliphas l~ovi so uncivilly speaks of as "tho 
useloss portion of mankind"-useloss only, he it re
membered, as regards OlLr special present congories of 
~il.rthl~ circumstances-Ilut as regards the ,i,nne?'-selj which 
IS dcstll1!ld to activo enjoyment of life awl experience very 

often in the future among bette I' circnmstances, both on 
this earth and in superior planets. 

Now, most people will he hut too apt to feel that unsatis
factory as tho circumstances may be, which constitute their 
present personalities, these are after all tltemselves-" a 
poor tIling', Sir, but mine own,"-and that the inner spiritual 
monads, of which they are hut very dimly conscious, by 
the time they are lLuitell with entirely different sets of 
circumstances in new birtlls, will he other people alto
gother in wllose fate they CltnllOt tn,ke any interost. In 
truth when the time comes they will find the fate of those 
people pl'Ofoun(lly interesting'. as much so as they find 
their own fatcs now. Bllt passing ovor this branch of' the 
subject, there is still some consolation for weak brethren 
who find the notion of quitting their present personality 
nt the end of their preseut lives too gloomy to he borne. 
Eliphas Led's oxposition of the doctrine is a very brief 
011e,-ItS regards tho passage quoted-and it passes over a 
great cleal which, from the point of view we are now 
enga.god with, is of very grCltt importance. In talking about 
immortality the great Occultist is thinking of the vast 
stretches of time over which tbo personality of the adept 
an(l the sorcerer may ue mado to extend. When he speaks 
of annihilntion after this life, 110 ignores a certain interval, 
which may perhaps be not worth considering in reference 
t.o the enOr1l10llS wIlDIe of' cxistence, but which none the 
less is very well worth the attention of r-eople who cling 
to tIle little fragment of their life experience which 
embodies tbo personality of which we have been talking. 

It has been explained, in more than one papor published 
in this magl1zino dl1l'ing the last few months, that the 
pnssnge of the spiritual lJIOlHld iuto a re-birtlt docs not 
imme(liately follow its release £rom the fleshly body last 
inhahited 1181'0. In the ](mna-loJ.;a, or atmosphere of this 
earth, tho scparn,tion of tlte two groups of ethereal 
principles takes place, aIHI in tIle vast majority of 
cases in which t.he late persunality,-tlie fifth principle 
yields up something' wllich is susceptible of perpe
tuation and of union with the sixth,-the spiritual· 
monad tlms retaining conscionsness of its late personality 
for the time heing passes into the state described as 
De'L'rtl'han, wllCre it lealls, £01' very 101lg' periods 
indeed as compared with those of life on this earth, 
an existence of ihe most unalloyed satisfnctioll amI 
consciolls enjoyment. Of course this state is not one of 
nctivity nor of exciting contrasts between pain and 
pleasure, pll1'suit and achievement, liko the state of pllysical 
life, hut it is one in which the personality of which we are 
speaking is perpetuated, as far as that is compatible with 
the non-perpetuation of that which has been painfut in 
its experience. It is from this state that the spiritual 
monad is ro-born into the next active life, and from the 
dnte of that re-hirth the old porsouality is done with. 
But for any imagiuation, which finds the conception of 
re-birth and new persouaJity uncomfortable, the doctrine 
of Dev(/chal1-and these" doctrines," be it remembered, are 
statements of' scientific fact which Adepts lmve ascertained 
to be as real as tho stars though as far out of reach for 
most of lls,-tlic doctriue of iJev(!chan, we say, will furnish 
people who cannot givo up their earth life memories all at 
oncll,-with a soft placo to fall upon. 

TIlE" 111EOSOPIIIST'S" IMAGE IN THE 
" ilIIIUWR." 

From a very long aud kindly a.ppreciative notice o£ our 
magazine, which appeared in the ImUon lJHI'?'m' of 29th 
August, and. for which the Editor IH\s our warri1 thanks, we 
nro tempted to quote the following parngraplls, as they 
serve as all answer to the hostile writers of England and 
Amorica, who have beeu exulting over tlle supposed loss by 
our Society uf' the esteem aud alfection of the HintIus :--

" One of the most interesting journals 01 the day, which 
has an especial interest for Hiudus who feel a real love for 
their couutry, its religion, literature, and scicnces, is the 
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thll grnflp of the finit~ nllli the cOllililioned"-i~ it not. fill' mnl'C 
. llonp~~ t.o cOllft·s~ thRt WI! kn~w nh~nl"tl'ly nnthin!! nf Ih'lt Go,l. 

DIHI c\ en ltl~R hlll~Jl"emou~-ln the vpr'Y imprnhRhlccRflC thnt ~n('h 
R GIlII Fhnuld eX~!lt 111111 yet rl'mllin IIl1kllO'IV1I to 1111 Rnll nh~llllllely 
bCyOllllll'lY posfllble humRII proor-Ihllll to go on inve~till(1 it 01' 

l,.im ,;itl; imn~innl'Y Rt.t.l'ihul.es (finite ntt~ilJllt.e~ in snm-;"hillg 
a1ifilllte. I) nlll~ ~hell IInp,s:ng th'it being, cl·ent.e,1 hy hllm'ln 
lime.v, on the mIlllolls of the oi l)()lIoi RIIII threaten diem wilh 
1i ... 1! RIllI damnntion unle~s t.hey do helieve in Ihllt flnml'lItill!! nf 
whwh no one enn know nbsolutely Rnythi!w !-(EDITOlt 
pro tern.) " 

"M, A. (aXON)" Al:tD TIlE t< BROTHERS." 

TO THF. EDITOR OF THE" THEOSOPHIST." 

DEAR M:ADAlIrF. AND SISTER, 

We, some of the Hintlll Fellows of the Tllf'osopbic'l.l 
S?cif't,y R~d Cltel:ls who read "Light," have remn.rkecl, 
wIth feelings of dE'ep regret anl1 slIrprise, the hostile 
attitude that one of its best contribntors, l'I.nd, as we hnd 
reasons to believe, one of our Christian hrothcrs-" M. A. 
COxon) "·-has, for some time past, taken up against 0111' 

MASTERS, "THE ADEPT-BROTHERS" as he chooses to call them, 
in his" NOTES BY THIi: WAY," which have won OUI' g'reatest 
ef;teem and sympathy by t.heir able a(lvocacy of things 
spiritual in these hard materialistic days. We Hindus 
are taught in our Shrt.'Jt1'l.t8 tlH\t even tolerably a(lv;l.llccd 
st.udonts of Occult. Philosophy arc liable to he deceive(l by 
del·n.~ or oevatr.t8 (elemental spirit~), and this !lfff)rrl~ the 
only explanation of the great inconsi:::tellcy in the viRions 
of cliffm'ent mediums nnd Reel'S. TRUTH can be b·.It one, 
anrl the!le apparent divergences are but di!ltlll'bing' effectR 
produced bv these elementals; amI one of the princip~LI 
ohject.s of all Occultists is to train the WILL in snch a 
manner as to be able to withstand the disturbing illflllcnce 
of th('se weird viRitbrs, l1.nd to come face to face with living 
truth. As for our brother "].or. A. (Oxon)," Rince he is 
known ItS n. great, medillm, as snch his WILL-POWER mm~t 
be perfectly passive, anel so we cn.n easily lIn(lerst.and how 
much more, th'1.l1 any other Spiritualist. is he snbjPct to all 
sorts of disturbing influences. This is the r!'nson why only 
renented act.R of gross injustice to 01\1' M ARTF.RS (the 
HimalaVll,n RnoTHERs) on the part, of "M. A. (Oxon)"
has induced HS to put in this word of Protest. 

In "Light" of September 21, "M:. A. (aXOn)" fjllot.f'S 
with npnrobation, from the review of Mr. Sinnett's Tile 
Ocmtlt lV01·ld ill the JOlwn(~l of Science, the followinO' 
wonls:- <::0 

"Till ~om*" font-hold of t.his kind is givf'n 11~, it if! lI~el('~~ to 
bi.l lI~.inill tho Theosnphi"R1 Rndety 01' e'hllng~ OUI' 'modo of 
liff'.' TE'nchin![fI, po indefinit.c. we IIl'e compel leu to l'cj(~ct, not 
in.lee,1 'sl1perciliously' hut Fnclly." 

And, a fow lines before, he says in pe~'.~ollii p~·o}ll'ift. :
"But., nft!'r nll, it ill t.he creut.iou of eroc:klwy lIul1 the "i~

plRr'pmPIlt. of' furnitul'e that muke most impl'cstiioll 011 tho 
8v('rnge PhiIisl.ine." 

Here we l11ttRt confess, to no sma1\ SUrpl'iRE', to discover 
"tbe average Philistine" under the ma.Rk of "M. A. (axon)." 
For the value of tbe teaching is here made to depend on 
the strangeness of the phenomena anfl not on the peculiar 
cbarac~er of tbem. Bllt to the ?'eaU,lJ scientific mind a 
IIt"(lW IS not merely a straw when it HholVS the way the 
wind blows. Bllt, as fol' a Peter BflH, of COluse :-

A pl'iml'o~e hy R riVP1"S hrim 
A Yf'!lIow rl'imro~e i~ to him 
An,l 'till nothiu! more • . 

If Benjamin Franklin waited for !'ome snch foot-hold 
before (Irawing his conclusions, the Science of Electricity 
would have still been in its infancy. But, as we said 

• /I 111 A (Oxon)" 10ft! R Theosophist since tht> very formrtUolI of the 
Society j and ho hns nevol' reSi(!llod. N evortheles9, we h .. ve I'eas .. ns t.o 
doubt, to our J!'rlillt rOJ!'ret, whether he could or even would consont to beiui 
"g ard.,l RS" 'l'heo90phist at IJ1'OSont.-ED. 

be"ore, we hn.vo nothing to complain Itwtinst 1/ M. A . 
(axon)" personally, for he is a medium arid sees things 
but throllg-II a gla~fl darkly. 

Mohini M. Chrrttfwji, F.T.S. ") 
Rtllla SOl\l'inoro Gan!'vn., F.T.S. I CHEUS WHO 
Nobin K. Banerjea. F:r.S. ~ KNOW THEIR 
S. R'lm'l.~\~n.miel', F.T.S. . J MAST EnS. 
Dnrbhrlgm Nath, F.T.S. 

Datjeeling, Odober 17, 1882. 

FRAGMENTS OF OCCULT TRUTH, 
No. V, 

TIm EVOLUTION OF MAN-CONTINUED. 

'Vhen we come to E'xamine the e"olution of man on ol1r 
own planet., the exnln.nat.io11 hfls to he ornwn n11t. n., !1. 

larger scale than thnt. which servE'n for It ~kptt~h nf t.he 
whole cosmogonv. anI' carper on t.he l)rf'CP.f1ing: nl'1'l~t.S 
of t.he Iln'lccwlin~ S()rips is fol' t.h" rre~"nt. OV"I' anrl nn'1e 
wit.h. Ff>w of 11'1 know pnol1,!h of onr liv()q t.here t.n 1,e 
enri'lll'l nhont (ldni1!'!. Hilt he"e, the pI,n.,nm"Tlf\. n r t.he 
world ahnllt. 11~. n.,)rl thl'! neriorl lVe n.re PI'18'1 ill'" t.hr()1ll'!h. are 
all I'fmlrte wit.h int.e\'f~'It. Olll' wi~h wnll1r1 hp. tn Q'Pt, p.x
p\rt ')'l.tion 'I of' tl1P. cnl1flitinl1S Ollt of which t.hpqe h'lVe 
ori!!'in'l.t.prl. fl.ncl or tlw l'ns"lt.s to whi~h t.hev n"" t.P!lrlin,!, 
thn.t shnlll.l he as cnlar!!"'] awl pl'eri~e n,c; 0111' l{11owl prl,!e 
of the actlln.l nt'e~pnt. Bl1t in tr'lt.h an eXll1nnntion on 
tha.t qCfl.h, of thp. plIflnOl11PIU\. imme,lin.telv nrt>eeoinQ' 'lnrl 
immeeliatelv followin'! 011\' nree:ent. lif". ,~ol1lrl rec:plirp rt.1l 
exh'I11'1tive knnwlC'llQ'f' of all n'1.tl1rfll lnws nnrl nl)p"'lt;'H\S 
h'in~ ol1t.~i'lp the nh"e:icn.l !!rnn., we h'1ve !!rown f.l.1·n;lh.1' 
with. Awl the f1x')()e:it.ioll of thi!'! knowl p 'l!le> wOll1rl i.,,,nlve 
the:' cnmnlpt.r> ,l,wclonm pnt, of scie>ncf'q t.hf1 v"rv nln1lrlht>t. of 
wllieh is llill,lnn frnm tllp. w()J·1rl fl.R vpt. Tn !'!hort .. it. ic: no 
1"~'1 i rnJ)'lc:c:ihle to cn111nl'chenrl all N nt.'1rp'R ,lpt'!i1- -t ',e 
il1fil1itplv litt.lc-comnlpt.eJv. ae: i~ i,: t.o fat.l,()ln t.hp inli'1;tely 
g'r·l~nt. Hilt. inc:t, afl t.he lwinci,..,l!'!': nf eVfllnt.inn C'l"riprl on 
thro1l!!M thl'! 'l",'ie~ of worl,]~. of which 01\1' n''1n pt. ;e: onp-o 
Iln.ve heen fonnel !':l1'lc!'ntihlp of o.n e'{"hn.,tio'l which, if 
lIot minnt.e, iR ~l1ffici"ntlv ,Infinite tn 1.n illtpl1i'!ihln. 'U) it is 
pO'lc:ible now t.o sketch thp. process of p.volllt.inn cnrripcl on 
in th(' ?!l.'lEl of t.his ~inQ'le p1n.net. The nrf''l. of n"tnre to 
be dealt with iR le~s ('Hormon!'!. nno t.herp'for(' a 
treatment of itR phenomf'nn., down to n corJ'ec:ponrlin~ 
lcv!'l of detail,g-ives llS a closer insiO'ht into the process 
unclcr illve~t.i'!ntinn. " 

And ; stl'ikil1~ i11l1qt"fltion of the nnifnrmitipR of ~nt"ll'e 
iR hr01lght Ollt bv the fil·c:t. gln.nce nt. tl,p' Occnlt. rlo~·ri"e 
in referf>llce to' the clev!'lopmf'nt. of M,...n on t.h" r.:·lrt.h. 
The ollt.line of til!' d0Rign i~ t.he snme f1.'l the> ont,linp nf 
t.he more comnrehensive de~iQ'n covering t.he whole c!'rt.in 
of worlch;. The inner details of thiR worl,l. n'l l'P/T'l.rr1s 
its units of conqt.rllction. a1'e the Sil.me aq the inllpr opt.f1.ill'! 
of t.he larg-er organism of which thiR worlrl it~elf iq a unit. 
That is to Rfty, th(' devplopment of hnlT.anitv on this p.nrt.h 
is accomp1 iRhe(1 by menns of sllccessive wftves of rlpvf>l(1)
ment, which correspond t.o t.he Sllcc('~sivp worle]!,! in t.~e 
gl'ent, rlanet.nJ'v chn.in. The great tide of hnmnn lifp. he 
it remembel'ell.-~ol· that h'1.'1 been a1t·(>I1.'lv set. fort.l,
sweeps rol1nd the whole circle of wor1(1'l in sllece!1~ive 
waves. 'rhese primary growths of llIlmanity mn.\' he 
conveniently ~noken of a.s Round!'!. We mll'lt. not foraet 
that the iw]ividllfl.l units, con~t.itutin~ en.eh rOllnrl ;n t,"~n 
are identico.lIy the same a!'; regards tl~eil' higller nrincin1ps: 
that is, tha.t the inrlividn'l.lities 011 t.he e'll,t.h rlnriTI\! 
Rnund 1, come back ag'ain after comrl~tin<.r t.hpir tr"."pl" 
round the whole series of wor1<ls nnrl co)n~t.Hllt.e rn',..111 
2, a.nrI so 011. B~lt the point to whieh ~necinl f\.Hpntinn 
8hol11d be drawn here is that the inrlivi(llln.l I1nit hwing
arriverl at nny gi ven planet of the series, in t.he cnnT'~!, of 
an.v gh'ell Rlll1nd, does not. merely tOllch th",t nhnpt. !1n<t 
p ISq 011 to t.he llPxt. Refore pn.l'sing on, hI' h,," to live 
through II. series of races on th1t. pln.npt, Anll thiq f'1.f)t 
suggests the outline of the fabric which will presently 
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develop itself ill the reader's mind and exhibit that 
similarity of design on the part of the one world as 
compare!i with the whole series to which attention hQ.s 
already been drawn. As the complete scheme of Nature 
that we belong to, is worked out by means of a series of 
Rounds sweeping through all the worlds, so the develop
meut of humanity on pach world is worked out by a series 
of races developed within the limits of each world ill 
turn. 

It is time now to make the working of this law clearer 
by coming to the actual figures which have to do with the 
evolution of our doctrine. It would have been prematul'O 
to begin with them, but as soon as the idea of a system 
of worlds in a chaill, and of life evolution on each through 
a serips of re-births, is satisfactorily grasped, the further 
examination of the laws at work will be greatly facilitated 
by precise reference to the actual number of worlds and 
the actnal number of rounds and races, required to 
accomplish the whole purpose of the system. For the 
whole duration of the system is as certainly limited in time, 
be it remembered, as the life of a flingle mall. Probably 
rIOt limited to any defillite number of years set irrevocahly 
fmm the commellcement, hut that which has a beginning, 
progresses on Nard towards an end. The life of a man, 
leaving accidents quite out of the account, is a terminable 
period, and the life of a world system leads up to a final 
consummation. The vast-periods of time, concerned in 
the life of a world system, dazzle the imagination as a 
rule but still they are measurable: they me divisible 
illto sub-periods of various kinds, anll thes(; have a 
definite number. 

By what prophetic instinct ShakeRpear pitched upon 
seven as the lllllllber which suited his fantastic 
classification of the nges of man is a question with 
which we need not be much concerued, but eC!·tain it is 
that he could not have made a more felicitOlHI choice. In 
ppriods of 5:evens the evolution of the races of man mny be 
traced au!1 the /lctual number of the objective worlds, 
which constitute our system and of which the enrth is one, 
is seven also. Remem her the Occult Scien tists know 
this as a fact, jnst as the Physical Scientists know for a fact 
that the spectrum consi"ts of seven colours, and the musical 
scale of seven tones. There are seven king(loms of nature, 
uot three as modern science has illlperfectly classified 
them. Man belongs to a kingdom distinctl'y separate from 
that of the animfl.lH, including Iwings in It hhrher state of 
organization than that which manhood hns familiarised us 
with, as 'yet; and below the mineral kingdom there are 
three others which science in the \Vest knows nothing 
about; but this branch of the subject may be set aside for 
the present. It is mentioned merely to show the regu
lar descent of the division, in Nature. 

Man-returning to the king(lom we are most interested 
in-is evolved 111 a series of Rounds (progressions round 
the series of worlds) and seven of these rOUlllls have to be 
accomplished before the destinies of our sy~telll are worked 
onto The round which is at present going on is the 
fourth. There are considerations of the utnlost posflible 
interest connected with preci!<e knowledge on these 
points, because each Round is as it were specially allot.ted 
to the predominance of one of the seven principles in man, 
and in the regular order of their upward gradation. But 
here again is a realm of inquiry thht for the present can 
only be glanced at. 

An individllalunit, arriving ou a planet for the first 
time in the course of a round, has to work through seveu 
races on that planet before he passes on to the next, and 
each of those races occnpies the earth for a long time. 
Our old-fashioned Rpeculations about time and etcrnity, 
Buggested by the misty religious systems of the West, have 
brought on a curious habit of mind in connection with 
problellls bearing on the actual duration of such periods. 
We can talk glibly of etel'llity, and going to the 
other end of the scale, we are not shocked by a 
few thousand years, but directly years are numbered with 
precision ill groups which lie ill intervening regions of 

thought, illogical Western theologians are apt to regard 
snch numbering as nonsense. Now we at pre~ent living 
on this earth-the great bulk of humauity that is to say, 
for there are exceptional cases to be considered later-are 
nolV going through the fifth race of our present fonrth 
round. And yet the evolution of that fifth race began 
ahout a million of years ago. In a very interesting 
volume of \Vestern Science, Profeflsor James Geikie, 
writing of "The Great Ice Age," is good enough t.o 
push baek the origin of man on earth to interglacial 
epochs in a way which expands the biblical five 
or six thousand years into sometlling over 100,0(10. 
'fhe book is not at hand as I write, and I forget the exact 
figures reached. But what is this calculation beside the 
facts of the case as revealed by O::cult Sciem:e? Will 
tho reader, in consideration of the fact that the present 
cosmogony does not profess to wOl'k with et,emity, nervo 
himself to deal with estimates that do concern themselves 
with millions of years, and e\'CIl COUllt such millions by 
considerable numbers? 

Each race of the seven which go to make up a Round, 
i. e" which are evolve!l on the Earth in snccession during' 
its occupation by one of the great waves of humanity 
passin!! round the planct!l1'y chain, is itself suhject to 
su bdivision. 'Were tllis not the case, tho aeti ve existences 
of each human unit would be indeed few and far between. 
\Vithin the limit" of each raOlj there are seven 8ub
divisional races, and again within the limits of each Rub~ 
division there UI'e seven brancll races. Through all these 
races earh individual human Ilnit must pass timing bis 
stay on Earth each time 'he arrives tllel'e on a Round. of 
p"ogTess through the planetary syst.elll. On rdlectlOll 
this necessity should llOt appal tllO Illinll so much as a 
hypothesis \~hich would provide fIll' fewer incarnations. 
For, however many li\'es each indi\itlnal unit may pass 
through wl'ile on Earth during a Uml1lel, be their !lumbers 
few or many, he cannot pas~' on-except in rare casef; to he 
1I0ticed hereafter-until the time co Illes for the Round
wave to sweep forward, and as tbe interval of time 
occupied by the slay of a Ruund-wave 011 Earth mny, bo 
rourrhly conjectured frolll tIle fal,t that 011l' presellt fifth 
rac; by no means ,,'ol'ked t,hl'Ulluh yet, heg'an a million of 

• i:'I ~ 'l 

years ngo, it is highly desirable that Natll~'e tlliouhl find 
for each of us some occupatioll where-With to pa~s the 
time. Even h1' the calculation already foreRlmdowed it 
will be seon t.h'at the time spent hy each individual ullit 
in physical life, can only be a small fraction of the wIlDIe 
time he has to o'et throlwh between his nrrival on Earth t> t> 
and lai~ departure for the next planet. . The ,larger. pi\.rt 
of the time-as we reckoll dUl'atlon of tJn1e--IS obVIOusly 
therefore flpent in those Sll h.iect i vo conditions of existence 
which bfllonO' to the" World of effects" or spiritnl<l Enrth 
att.acllefi to the physicrtl Earth on whieh our objective 
existence is passe(l. 

The nature of existence Oil tllO 8piriturtl Eart.h lllust he 
consitlere!l,l(!)'i-pas81l with the nature of that passe<l nn ~he 
physical Earth alone denlt with ill the above enumeratIOn 
of race incarnations. W c mllst ne\','1' forget that between 
each physical existence the individual unit passes t.hrough 
a period of' existence in tlae C()l'I'c~polidillg- 8pil'itllal world. 
And it is becallse the conditions of Ibat existellce are 
defined by the Ilse tlan.t bas been l1I: t.(!c of the opportunities 
in the noxt preceding physical exist.ence that the spil'itual 
Earth is often spokon of in OcCtait. \\'ritill~ ns the \Vorltl of 
Effects. The earth itself is its corrcspollllillg WorlJ of 
Causes. 

Tllat which passes iuto tIle \Vorill of Effects after an in
carnation in the \Vorld of Cnusc!'l, hns boen described in the 
"!i'r;tgmcntf; of Occult Truth" relating' t.otllO sevPII prillciplc8 
of Man. The individualnnit 01' spiritllal monad ennnot but 
pass ill to the spi ri tual cond i tion, bll t, as a.lready explai ned, 
the extont-to w la icla tbe pel'stlliali ty, just dissolved, passes 
tllOrc with it,-is dependant on the fjllaiificatiolls of snch 
personality,-on the lise, t.hat is to say, wllich tilO person ill 
question ~Ias made of his opportllnities in life. Tlaus the 
period to be spent ill the \Vorld of Efl'l'cts,-cllol'lnollsly 
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10lger in cach C~lse than the lifc which has pavcd the way 
for cxi;;tenco thpl'c,-correspontis to the "H creaft.er" or 
Heavcn of vulgar Theology. ANI hore it is intoroRt.ing to 
digr(,8~ for a moment to take note of the relative scope of 
VlllgarThenlogY:1l111 ofOcoll]t Science. The narro\\' pnrvil'w 
of tho former denls merely with our phyc:ic:lllife and it.3 con
seqnence~ in the life to come. For want of kn"wing bet.ter, 
theology conceives that tile ellt.it.y cOllcomed had ils lwgin
ning in thi~ I'hysicallife, and, froill the ~f\lIlC disnbiliti('~ in 
the other diredioll, it l'(Il1ccil'es duti. t.he ell~lling spiritual 
life will IIP\".'r stop. A nd this pn.ir of existvllcl'S which is 
showil by the Inere CIuIllf'lIts of" OCCIII!. Science that \\'p nre 
lIOW unfolding, to cOlls!.itutp. a pnrt onl'y of the entity'fl 
expnriPllce dnrillg" it.s cOllnect.ion with a urnllch mcr, which 
is UIlC of se\'C'1l belollgillg to a suhdivisiollnl race, itself one 
of sevcn beiollO'ing' to a maill mcl', Ils.,lf one of 80\"'11 

belonging tu th~ o~cu patiull of Earth by one of thc seVell 
Rotllld - \\'a ves of h 11 mall i t.y w h icb ba ve cach to OCCll py ; tin 
turn before its fUlictiolls ill nature are conclnd"c\-tllis 
microscopic nlOleclilcof tile whule stJ'llcture is what common 
t.heology trea!.s as /I/O)'!? thfl.1l the whulc fur it is ~uppused 
to covel' ('tern i t.y. 

The reader must here be wHJ'IIed again'll, one conclusion 
to which the above ()xpi:l,llatiolls-perfectly a.ccurate ns fill' 
as they go, hut. 1I0t yet c,wl'I'ing the whole gro\llld-1I1ight 
lead him. Hc will H()t get at the exact nllllll.er of li\'es an 
individual ent.ity has to'lead 011 the Earth ill the COllI'S'? of 
its occupation by olle ROlllHl, if he merely rai~Pfl seVf'1I to 
il.s third ]'owllr. TIH're is a mystery hen· '"hicll the great 
teachers ot Occnlt Scil'lIce lJavc not .vel LIIIllight fit to 
disclose to the laity. If olle existcnce only werc pnss"d ill 
each branch race t he lot:1I Illllil her \\'ol11d o]wi, dlSI v bc ~43. 
Bnt t.he actual lIullll)('r is lllorC thall tlmt., thougl; nothillg 
approaching t.he number t.IHlt would he .gllt. at if \\'e snp
posed se\'en separatc ilicarnatiolJs '0 talw plnce in each 
branch race. The expla.ll:ttillll bing-.·s 1111 b. SlillIe ll1,YsteriPR 
of detail ill refer')l1ce to which it is tllongbt prematnre to 
con vey i IIfut'lllatioll at presen t. 

The nwthodical law which Clinics each nlHI evcry 
indivillll:d humall cI,tit.y throll!!h t.he vn~t evollitionnry 
prncess thlls sketched '1IIt-i;; in 110 WH.Y incolllpfltihie 
with that liability t.o filii all'lty into ahllornwl rlrst.illics 
or nlt.imate allnihilalion wllidl IIlelHlcr::; the ]!l'1's()lIol 

e1Jti t.ics of pcople 11'110 clil t.i vate very iglloblc 
nffinities. The distl'ibtlLi"n of the seven principles 
lit dea.th Rhows tlJat clearly enongh, btlt., viewcd ill t.he 
light of tllese flll'tiler explanati()n~ nbotlt. ('vollltion, the 
sitnatio)] lliay be better realiscd. The lwrlllanelit entity 
is t.hat IVhich lives tll1'llllgh t.ho wll(lle sericR of lin's, not 
only t.hrongh the rae-es belonging tn tlie present ROllnd
wave 011 Earth, but also t\Jrough thosc of other Rotlnd
waves and other worlds. Broadly speaking, it will ill dlle 
time,-thotlgh at some inconceivably distant future as 
measllI'eci in ycars,-recover a rccoll ectiolJ of all thosc Ii \'es, 
which will seem as day ill the past t.o ml. Bllt the ast.ral 
dross, cast off at cach passnge.int.o tile World of Effectfl, Ims 
a more or less conscilltlH existence of its o\\'n, wllich is 
quite scparate from t.hat of the spiritunl ellt.ity from wliich 
it has jllst I.eell disunited. The intensity of this consci
onslless varies ver.Y greatly: from absolute zero ill tIle caso 
of!t pfl'son whose life has been so Rliprelllel'y good find 
spiritl'al that he ha!l engendcred 110 low affinit.ies, t.o full 
consciOllsness in tIle case of ent.ire abs·lrpt.ion by tho 
astral principles of all thc expiring life's recollections allf! 
nffiuitics. The dC!ltiny of t.he ast.ral reli'lllfC in eilher case 
Ims hccn tbe subjcct of ablludant. discussioll of latl" but 
t.he poiut to which attelltioll Illay he specially called now 
is thc mystery of dllal eonsciou!lncsR (1n tbc comprehen
sion of which the comprehension of the actual course of 
events must depend. Occult. pupils arc t.;l1lgbt t) realise t.he 
p0ssibilily of dual COI1!lCiOURlless by practically developing 
it during life, excrcising the inner clairvoyant fnclllt.ips on 
onf' set (lf ohservat.ionR or ideas and t.hc physical Sf'llSeS 
wit.h their appropriatc intellectual fncllities on nnotlH'r set 
of observlltions or ideas nt. the snme timc, II1It to onlillnry 
people the double perceptions rarely como by Nature, not, 
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at all eventq, wit.h allY Silch inten!lity as to render their 
charactl~r app:lrellt. 011 the other hand, the posgil.ilir,V (If 
dllal consciollSlles3 ill lirll for ono person is nut beyond 
the range of ordinary imagination; and by dwelling 
Oil thc lIotion il. is not difficult to renjise the 'way ill 
which one IJlII1lnll indivi,lual, ag .ve know him in . life, 
may divido up into two cotlscioug inilivi.lualR fit death, 
IJCither of wiJich is in any wily a new illl'cntion. wllile each 
is distincl.lv consciotls (so rar as its cOllsciollsness is diRtind 
at. all) of identity with tile latc physically living (·ntity. 

A ('orrpct nppreciatioll of all this s.'n-es a double 
purpose; it solvcs II1le8 for all tlJOse apparctltlv cllilflicting 
pnR~ng'ps ill occldt writ.ing which scelll at different times 
to attribllte such different clestinies to the human 
entit'y and enablcs olle to comprehend the geucral 
scheme (,f llLlmall evolution and tIlC whole "ast 
phantasl11n.g·oria (If existence through which tho cndllr
ing principll's which const.itute Oul' highet· indivi
dna]itv are passill~, while rt:lIlailiing C'l}llnlly prcpared to 
invest.i.gont.e the side paths of sllper-mnteri:t\ dcvdopment 
nloll.g' which the intcrllledi:l.tc principlf's of our nature may 
travel, after fJllit.ting thc Inost t.tansitor.v principle~ that 
are bnilt. up t.o sC'rvf' t.lleir hri;'f'pnrpose from t.hc physical 
elenlPnts of' the earth. Alld ill the phenomcna of dnal 
consciom~lIess lil~s t.lle cillO to that Illl's(.erl' on which the 
cOIlt.illuity of onr higher existcllce ·depe·ll(b. For many 
prople it mll!'t I'(·rnaill irrational to say that any pcrson 
II ow ]i\·ill~. with his recollections hounded by the 'yrars of 
his childhood. is thc S:lIIle ]wrsoll as SOIllC nne (,f quite a 
novel natiollfllity and ('pnch II'lio livl'r! thousan(h of years 
ngo, or the same t.hat Irill n'appear after a similar lapse of 
tillie unr\rr some entirely 1lew conditions in t.hr future. 
Rut. nile of hiR denl('llts of du::l cOllsl'iollSIlC'SS is Ihe snme, 
and the ot.l)('r el('IlJPII t is oilly n. tellJf'orary efHnrescp-ncl' IIf 
the fil·~t. The f':f'lili"''' r Hili 1" is t.he satne tiJrouITh the 
threc livf's IIlld t.hl·ou:;h all thc iJllllllrcds ; for that·f(.elillg 
is more deeph' sent.ed (.hnll the reL·lilig" Tam .J"hn Smitll, 
so hif!h, Sl) hpav.l', wit.h such ami stich T,ropert.y and 
rp\a.ti'lllfl." Is it illconccivn.hle.-lls anoti"tl in t.he mind.
that. ,John Smith, inheriting tile gift ofTithonus, changing 
hi!' n'll11C rrom tillle to tinJ(>, rllnrryilOg' nJref'h ('v('ry oth"'r 
gf'llemtilllllll' so,losing l'rolwrtr h(:I'€·. CllllIillgillt.O pllssession 
of propert.y there, and gl'!t.ing illf,el'(:sted [.ts time giles on 
in very vnJ·iol\s pnrsllil", llli.~ht n((priy fllr.!.!et in n few 
thnm~all(l years all ci 1'('11 mstllllccS connccted wi th tho 
prrsfmt life of John Smith, jllSt as if the ill('idellts (If that 
life for him had never tllkcli place? Alld yet the Ego 
would be tllC same. If' t.his is cOllceivahle in the, imagiua
tioll. wllat C:ln he illc'1l1cpivahlu in the individllal COIl

t.inuit.y of all inhl'ln;ltell/ life ilderrupted and rl'nc\\'cd I\t 
rcgul:tr intervlIls, and varied with jlassag'~R tiJrouglt a purer 
coud ition of exiHtenco. 

:U. LE BON has beAn 11lnking' a series of \'ery impor
tant eXlwrimentfl on pntrefaction, with regard to its effect 
on living animals in gl'lIeral, ami on manli:illd in part.icu\ar. 
Among other results, he bas proved that tho vcry small 
quantity of prodllcts of advanccd putrefaction, neccssary 
to kill an animal by simple mixtllrc with air, proves these 
volatile alkaloids to be extremely poisonolls. M. Ie Bon 
has :Iscertained that. tliese are so to man. The experiments 
explain tho evils arising from bodies long I,uried, and 

prove that the atmosphere of cemet.eri(·>l (cotltrary tf) 
wllat has been affirmed on t.he score of there being few 
microbes present) may be very dangerons. This is, indced, 
alarming, nnd slJOuld be a strong argnment. in favour of 
tllC compulsory into oduct.ion of crclllfitioll, or ~n1l1'3 other 
Military method of di~p()sing (If the dead, l'1Itllcl' than by 
bun·ill!! Ihem and r~tllsing p<lsit.ive dn.II.!.;o· to the living. 
According 10 M. 10 Bon's Iheory t.he COnlll1()1l prnctiee l,f 
visitillO' cel11et.erie~ [l.11c\ gT:1ve-vftnls (lug'bt tn be discllnra.ged 
as mucll us possible.- 'l'fw l'i~lIrr'I', SCI,/embel' 23, 11::\82. 
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creed trne, and who would have eagerly seized upon the 
smallest bit of evidence that he could have paraded 
before the natives in support of his case. He saw and 
describes other wonders in Tibet-which al'e c!1refully 
suppressed in the American edition, but which by some 
of his rabidly orthodox critics are ascribed to the devil. 
n~aders of Idis Unveiled, will find some of these wonders 
describeu and dis~ussed, especially in the first volume; 
where we have trwu to show their reconciliation with 
nn.tul'al law. 
. '1'he subject of the Kum Bum tree has been brought back 
to our recollection by a review, iu Nature, Vol. xxvii, 
p. 171, by Mr. A. H. Keane, of Herr Kreitner's just
published Report of the Expedition to 'l'ibet under Count 
8zechenyi, a Hungarian nobleman, in 1877~80. '1'he 
party made an excursion from Sining-fu to the monastery 
of Kum Burn" for the purpose of testing Huc's extra
ordinary account of the famous tree of Buddha." 'l'hey 
found" neither image [of Buddha on the leaves], nor 
letters, but a waggish smile playing around the corner 
of the mouth of the elderly priest escortinO" us. In 
answer to our anquil'ies he informed us that a °long time 
ago, the t-rt38 really produced leaves with Bnddha's image, 
but that at present the miracle was of ra1·8 OCClwrence. 
A few God-favou.red 'men alone were privileged to dis
cover such leaves." 'rhat is quite enough for this 
wituess: a Buddhist priest, whose religion teaches that 
there are no persons favoured by any God, that there is 
no such being as a God who dispenses favours, and that 
every man reaps what he has sown, nothing less and 
nothing more-made to say snch nonsense: this shows 
what this explorer's testimony is worth to his adored 
sceptical science! Bnt it seems that even the waggishly
smiling priest diel tell them that good men can and do 
see the marvellous leaf-letters, and so, in spite of llimself, 
Herr Kreitner rather strengthens than weakens the Abbe 
Huc's nar1"Utive. Had we never personally been able to 
verify the truth of the story, we should have to admit 
that the probabilities favor its acceptance, since the 
leaves of the Kum Bum tree have been carried by pil
grims to every corner of the Chinese Empire (even 
Herr Kreitnf'l' admits this), and if the thing were a 
cheat, it would have been exposed without mercy by the 
Chinese opponents of Buddhism, whose 1lI1me is Legion. 
Besides, nature offers many corroborative analogies. Cer
tain shells of the waters of the Red Sea (7) are said to 
have imprinted upon them the letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet; upon certain locusts are to be seen certain of 
the English alphabet; and in the Th80.~ophist, vol. ii, p. 
91, an English correspondent translates from L'icht 
M&hr Licht an account, by Sheffer, of the strangely 
distinct marking of some German butterflies (Vanissa 
Atalanta) with the numerals of the year 1881. 'l'hen 
again, the cabinets of our modern Entomologists 
teem with specimens which show that nature is continu
ally producing among animals examples of the strangest 
mimicry of veget'1ble growths-as, for instance, cater
pillars which look like tree-bark, mosses and dead twigs, 
insects that cannot be distinguished from green leaves, 
&c. Even the stripes of the tiger are mimicries of t.he 
stalks of the jungle grasses in which he makes his lair. 
All these separate instances go to form a case of proba
ble fact as to the. Huc story of the Kum Bum tree, since 
they show that it is quite ·possible for nature herself 
without miracle to produce vegetable growths in the 
form of legible characters. This is also the view of 
another correspondent of Nature, a Mr. W. T. Thiselton 
Dyer, who, in the number of that solid periodical for 
January 4th, after summing up the evidence, comes to 
the conolnsion that "there really was ill Huc's time a 
tree with markings on the leaves, which the imagination 
of the pious assimilated to Tibetan characters," Pious 
what? He should remember that we have the testi
mony, not from some pious and credulous Tibetan 
Buddhist, but from an avowed enemy of that faith, 
M. Huc, who went to Kum Bum to show up the hUDl~ 

bug, who did "his best in that direction to discover the 
slightest trace of human trick" but whose "baffled 
mind could not retain the slightest snspicion." So until 
Herr Kreitner and Mr. Dyer can show the candid Abbe's 
motive to lie to the disadvantage of his own religion, 
we must dismiss him from the stand as an unimpeached 
and weighty witness. Yes, the letter-tree of Tibet is a 
fact; and moreover, the inscriptions in its leaf-cells anrl 
fibres are in the SENSAR, or sacred language used by the 
Adepts, and in their totality comprise the whole Dharma 
of Buddhism and the history of the world. As for any 
fanciful resemblance to actual alphabetical characters, 
the confession of Huc that they are so beautifully per
fect, " that the type foundries of Didot [a famous typo
graphic establishment of Paris] contain nothing to excel 
them," settles that question most completely. And as 
for Kreitner's assertion that the tree is of the lilac 
species, Huc's description of the colour and cinnamon
like fragrance of its wood, and shape of its leaves, show 
it to be without probability. Perhaps that waggish old 
monk knew common mesmerism and <t biolcgized" Count 
Szechenyi's party into seeing and not seeing whatever 
he pleased, as the late Prof. Bllshell made his Indian 
subjects imagine whatever he wished them to see, Now 
and again one meets with such " wags." 

• 
SHAM ASCE'rICISM. 

TIlE 811rya Prakash, of Surat, says that a Hindu 
ascetic, in company with a few of his disciples, has 
recently arrived at that pluce. He does not receive alms, 
but only accepts drugs like ganja and 8oo~·a. He does 
not require any food. On the wooden sho~s tha.t he 
wears, and on the bench and on the planks of the cot 
he sleeps upon, are fixed "some hundreds and thou
sands" of pointednnils. A large crowd of people, 
a.mong them being European ladies lIud gentleman, daily 
assemble to witness the self-mposed infliction. 'rhe 
ascetic appears to be It very learned man. 

'1'he Indian Mi1·1·01· in noticing the case, sententiously 
remarks: "Such is asce~icism in India. It is asceticism 
in name only." It is right; a 80clhu who nses gonja and 
soolca-intoxicant drugs-is bnt a sham ascetic. Instead 
of leading his followers to Moksha, he does but drag 
them along· with himself into the ditch, notwithstanding 
bis walking and sleeping on spikes. A pretty business 
that, for a religious teacher! 

• 
FRAGMENTS OF OCCULT TRUTH. 

By A LAY CHELA. 
No. VI. 

DEVACIIAN. 
I-r was not possible to approach a consideration of 

the states into which the higher human principles pass 
at death, without first indicating the general framework 
of the whole design which is worked out in the course of 
the evolution of man. The great majority of the blun
ders made by ordinary theological speculation on this 
subject are due to ignorance of this general design •. 
People have been led to regard the present physical 
life as the only one of its kind which a human soul is 
called upon to pass through. They havo next found 
themselves obliged to provide in Heaven or some sphere 
of punishmer..t for all the rest of eternity, as they are 
reluctant to contemplate the notion of final annihilation 
even for their mere personal entities,-unable to under
stand that unless specially qualified for perpetuation, 
they might tire of such entities in progress of milleniums. 
'rhus the II eaven of vulgar theology,-not to speak of 
the Hell,-is a congeries of inconsistent conceptions as 
fatally at war with each other as with the facts of the 
earth life they are supposed to supplement. Heaven 
is treated as a place in which life is infinitely prolongell 
-an eternity which has a beginning but no ond-

2. 
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and found enjoyable in the highest degree. But each 
porson is simply himself or herself as on earth in a new 
8pil'itual body, with recollection of the past life on earth, 
and perception of the continued life in progress here for 
the living friends and relatives left behind. Now a 
lIeayen which constituted a watch tower from which the 
occupants could still survey the miseries of the earth, 
~vould really be a place of acute mental suffering for 
Its Illost sympathetic, unselfish and meritorious inhabi· 
tants. If we invest them in imagination with such a 
very limited range of sympathy that they could be 
imagined as not caring about the spectacle of suffering 
after the few persons to whom they were immediately 
attached, had died and joined them, still they would 
have a very unhappy period of waiting to go through 
before survivors reached the end of an often long and 
t.oilsome existence b,·low. And even this hypothesis 
would be further vitiated by making Heaven most pain
fnl for occupants who were most unselfish and sympathe
tic, whose reflected distress wonld thus continue on 
behalf of the afflicted race of mankind generally, even 
after their personal kindred had been rescued by the 
lapse of time. The only escape from this dilemma for 
believers in a conventional Heaven, lies in the supposi
tion that Heaven is not yet opened for business, so to 
speak, and that all people who have ever lived from 
Ada,m downwards are still lying in a dea,th-like, annihila
tion-like, trance, waiting for the resurrection at the 
end of the world. [The resurrection by the bye has 
an occult meaning which the present explanations may 
help to elucidate, but of that mort! anon]. Which of 
these hypotheses is most favoured by ordinary theology 
we do not pretend to say, but Hea,ven must be recognised 
by that doctrine as either, open or not open yet for the 
reception of souls, and then one of the two lines of 
speculation above roughly indicated must be followed. 

None the less, of course, woul(l theology deny that 
(lithe!' statement of the case was correct. No statement 
of IlIly case which ordinary theology favours, ever 
is ndmitted to be correct by theologians if it is put in 
plain la.ngunge which conveys a definite conception. 
Now this brings us to a point of great importance in 
regard to these fragmentary teachings. 'rhe statements 
which have to be made are susceptible of being expressed 
in the phinest possible terms. '}'he language of occult 
philosophy may be as precise as t.hat of physical science. 
] t, has not always been so, because a great deal of it has 
heen employed to disguise the statements put fonvard, 
just as early astronomers wonld sometimes record 
their discoveries by means of anagrams perfectly desti
tnte of meaning on the surface. But the obscurity of 
occult writing has never been due to the cloudiness or 
confusion of the ideas undet' treatment. Thol'oughly 
nnderstood, all occult knowledge, within the range of 
ot'dinary human understanding, cnn be presented to the 
reader in language as lucid as a diamond, and no more 
than the facets of the diamond, need the edges of its 
f4eparate assertions be blurred to make them fit. 

'1'he facts about the spiritual condition of life which £01' 

each human individuality travelling !'Ound the grent circle 
of evolution, intervene8 between everyone of its sepn.
rate incarnations, are thus snsceptible like the facts of 
objective existence, with which these essays have chief
ly hitherto been dealing, of intelligible expt'ession in 
terms which need not provide by intentional obscurity 
for any possible necessity of later withdrawal or qualifi
eation. But of course the conditions of lives which are 
llOt objective are not so easily grasped as those which are 
paralleled by our own, and statements which mlly be 
perfectly definite as far as they go, may nevertheless 
be incomplete. '1'he world of effects is a stmnge and 
unfamiliar territory for most of us, and untrained imagi
nat,ions might not follow a close description of its fea
tures. However, there fire living men, be it remembered, 
to whom its territory is not unfamiliar to whom its 

minutest details are no longer strange. From these the 
information comes, which we at'e about to lay before the 
read Ol·.* Rejecting the unscientific name which has 
become encrusted with too mnny misconceptions to be 
convenient, let us keep to the oriental designation of 
that region or state iuto which the higher principles of 
human creatures pass at death. « Devllchan," to begin 
with, makes no offer of eternal accommodation to the finite 
personalities of dying men. 

It has IIlready been explained th~t when the four 
higher priuciples esca.pe from the body, i. e., from the 
lower triad,-they divide in Ilccordance with the affini· 
ties that have been engendered in them during their 
corporate life. 'l'he lower reliq,tiw remain in the Kama 
lolea or immediate vicinity or Iltmosphere of the earth, 
and the higher two invested with a certnin amount of 
consciousness by having assimilated all which is adapted 
to a superior state of existonce, £rom the 5th principle, 
J1fana8, or ,e animal" soul, pass into a temporary period 
of obliviont from which they are, so to speak, born into 
(( Devachan." Now in Devachan, that which survives is 
not met'ely the individual monad, which survives through 
all the cllllllges of the whole evolutionary scheme, aud 
flits from body to body, f!'Om planet to planet, and so 
forth ;-that which survives in Devachan is the man's 
own self-conscious personality,t under some restrictions 
indeed, which we will come to directly, but still it is 
the same pet'sonality as regards its higher feelings, 
IIspirations, affections, and even tastes as it was on earth. 
Those feelings and tastes of course which were purely 
sensual will drop off, but, to suggest a whole range of ideas 
by means of one illustration, a soul in Devachan, if the 
soul of n man who was passionately devoted to music 
would be continuously enraptured by the sensations 
music produces. The person whose happiness of the 
higher sort on earth had been entirely centred in the 
exercise of the affect.ions will miss none, in Devachan 
of those whom 11e or she loved. But, at once it will be 
asked, if some of these lire not themselves fit £01' Deva. 
chan, how then? 'l'he answer is that does not matter. 
For the person who loved them they will be there. It is 
not necessllry to suy much more to give a clue to the 
position. Devachan is 11 subjective state. It will seem as 
real, 8S the chairs and tables round us ;-Bnd remember 
that above all things to the profound philosophy of 
occultism, Ill'e the chairs and tables, amI the whole ob
jective scenery of the world,-unreal and-merely transi. 
tOI'y delusions of sense. AI> real as the realities of tbis 
world to us, and even more so, will be the realities of 
Devachan to those who go into that state. 

Now we fancy very few Western thinkers at the first 
glance will welcome this account of the heaven awaiting 
them beyond the grave, but we are not weaving merely 
pleasant fancies, we are describing natural facts, and to 
say that a condition of things is unacceptable to the 
imagination, is to say nothing in disproof of its actuality. 
As regards Devachan, however, a patient consideration of 
the place in nature which it occupies will show that this 
subjective isolation of each human unit is the only con
dition which renders possible any thing which c~n be 
described as a felicitous spiritual existence after death 
for mankind at large, and « Devachan" is as much 
a purely and absolutely felicitous condition for all who 
attain it as" Avitchi"-is the reverse of it. 'There is no 
inequality or injustice in the system; Devachan is by 
no means the same thing for the good and the indifferent 
alike, but it is not II life of responsibility, and therefore 
there is no logical place in it for suffering any more than 
in "Avitchi" there is any room for enjoyment or repellt-

* The information is supplemented by a copious appendix which 
please cODsult.-Ed. 

t Called ill No.1 of Fragments" gestation." 
t See Appendix' A.-Perchance, the II essen co" of self-collScioul 

personality would be a more comprehensive tetm.-Ed. 
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ance.* It is a life of effects, not, of causes; a life of being 
paid your earnings, not of labouring fol' them. '1'herefore 
it is impossible to be during that life cognizant of what 
is going on on earth. Ullder the operation of such cog
nition there would be no tme happiness possible in the 
state after death. But there is no true happiness pORsible, 
people will say, in the state of monotonous isolation 
now descl·ibed! The objection is merely raised hom 
the point of view of an imagination that canuot escape 
from its present sUlToundings. 'ro begin with, about 
monotony: no one will complain of having experienced 
monotony during the minute or moment or half hour as 
it may have been of the greatest happiness he may have 
enjoyed in life. Most people have had some happy 
moments at all events to look back to for the purpose 
of this comparison, and let us take even one such minute 
or moment, too short to be open to the least suspiciou 
of monotony, and imagine its sensations immensely 
prolonged without any external events in pl'Ogress to 
mark the lapse of time. There is no room in such a 
condition of things for the conception of weariness. '1'he 
unalloyed unchangeable sensation of intense happiness 
goes on and on, not for ever, because the causes which 
have produced it are not infinite themselves, but for 
very long periods of time until the efficient impulse has 
exhausted itself. [See Appendix B.J As physical exis
tence has its cumulative intensity from infllncy to 
pl'ime, and its diminishing energy thenceforward to dotage 
and death, so the dream-life of Devachan is hved 
correspondentially. '1'here is the first flutter of psychic 
life, the attainment of prime, the gradnal exhaustion 
of force passing into conscious lethar~y, semi-uncon
sciousness, oblivion and-not death but birth! birth into 
another personality and the resumption of action whieh 
daily begets new congeries of causes that must be 
worked out in another term of Devacban. 

u It is not a reality then. it is a mere dream," objectors 
will urge; the soul so bathed in a delusive sensation of 
enjoyment which has no reality all the while is being 
cheated by Nature, 'and must encounter a terrible shock 
when it wakes to it:i mistake," But in the nature of 
things, it Hever does or can wake. 'l'he waking from 
Devachan is its next birth into objective life, and the 
draught of Lethe has theu been taken. Nor as regards 
the isolation of each Boul is there any consciousness of 
isolation whatever; nor is there ever possibly a partiug 
from its chosen associates. 'l'hose associates are not in the 
nature of companions who may wish to go away, of 
hiends who may tire of the fl·iend that loves them even 
if he or she does not tire of them. Love, the creating 
force, has placed their living image before the, personal 
.,oul which craves for theil' presence, and that image 
will never flyaway [See Appendix O.J 

'1'bere iii a sense of unreality about the whole affair, to 
some people, which is painful to theirmindat thst no doubt; 
but this is certainly much more due to au imperfect grasp 
of the nature of the existence described on the part of 
people used merely to objective experiences, than to any 
inhel'ent demerits in the scheme of existence provided 
for souls in their transition state in Devachan. 

A nd we must remember that by the very nature 
of the system described there nre infinite varieties of 
well-being in Devachan, suited to the infinite varieties of 
merit in mankind. If "the next world" really were the 
objective Heaven which ordinary theology preaches, 
t,here would be endless injustice and inaccuracy in its 
operation. People to begin with would be either admitted 
or excluded, and the differences of favour shown to 
different guests within the all-favoured region, would 
not sufficiently provide for differences of met,it in this 

* The fine pa.raLle in Luke about Lazarus, the be~gar, the rich mau, and 
,I Father Abraham," would fall through, we are afraid, in the li~ht of 
esoterio teaohings. The ouly importaut truth therein contained is the 
statement about the "great gulf fixed" between Deva~ban, and Avitchi, 
and the earth. Soe Luke xvi. 11. 20-30.-Ed. 

life. But the real Heaven of our earth adjuflts itself to 
the needs and merits of each new arrival with unfailing 
cel'tainty. Not merely as regards the duration of the 
blissful state which is determined by the causes engender
ed during objective life, but as regal'ds the intensi ty 
and amplitude of the emotions which constitute that 
blissful state, the Heaven of each person who attains 
the really existen t Heaven is pt'ecisely fitted to his 
Cll pacity for enjoying it. It is the creation of b is own 
aspirations and faculties. More than this it may be 
impossible f01' the uninitiated comprehension to realize. 
But this indication of its character is enough to show 
how perfectly it falls into its appointed place in the 
whole scheme of evolution [See Appendix D.J 

Devachan being a condition of mere subjective enjoy
ment, the duration and intensity of which is determined 
by the merit and spirituality of the earth-life last past 
there is no opportunity while the soul inhabits it, for the 
punctual requital of evil deeds, But Natm'e does not 
coutent herself with either forgiving sins in a hee and 
easy way, or damning sinnel's outl'ight, like a lazy 
master too indolent, rather than too good-natured, to 
govern his household justly, The karma of evil, be it 
great or small, is as certaiuly operative at tbe 
appointeJ time as the karma of good. But the place of 
its operation is not Devachan, but either a new rebirth, or 
Allitchi-a state to be reached only in exceptional cases 
and by exceptional natures.*' The subject being of para
mount illl portance it may be left for a separate .Fragment 
[See Appendix EJ. Generally, the re-birth iuto 
objective existence is the event for which the 
karma of evil patiently waits; and then, it irresisti
bly asserts itself, not that the karma of good 
exhallsts itself in Devachan leaving the unhappy monad 
to develope a new consciousness with no material be. 
yond the evil deeds of its last personality. The re-birth 
will Le qualified by the merit as well as the demerit 
of the previous life, but t,he Devachan existence is a 
rosy sleep,-a peaceful night with dreams more vivid 
than day, and imperishable for many centuries and ages, 
as the loftiest mountains of the earth for the time aban· 
doned. 

It will be seen that the Devachan sta te is only one of 
the conditions of existence which go to make up the 
whole spil'itual or relatively spiritual complement of our 
earth life. Observers of spiritualistic phenomena would 
never have been perplexed as they have been if there 
were no other but the Devachan state to be dealt with. 
For once in Devachau there is very little opportunity 
for communication between 8 spirit, then wholly ab
sorbed iu its own sensations and pI'actically oblivious of 
the earth left behind, and its fOI'mer friends still living, 
Whether gone before or yet remaining on earth those 
friends, if the bond of affection has been sufficiently 
strong will be with the happy spirit still, to all intents 
and purposes for him, and as happy blissful, innocent, as 
the disembodied dreamer himself. It is possible, how
ever, for yet living persons to have visions of Devachan, 
though such visions are rare, and only one·sided,-the 
entities in Devachan, sighted by the earthly clairvoyant 
being quite unconscious themselves of undergoing such 
observation. 'fhe spirit of the clairvoyant ascends into 
the condition of DtJvachan in such rare visions, and thus 
becomes subject to the vivid delusions of that existence. 
It is nnder the impression that the spirits with wllich it is 
in Devachanic bonds of sympathy have come down to 
visit earth and itself, while the converse operation has 

* Wbile the ordinary, common place sinner will reap the fruits of his 
evil deeds in a followiug reincarnation, the exceptional criminal, the
so to speak aristocmt of sin has avitchi in pL'08p~Cto Most of onr 
everyday transgressions being due rather to circum,tances over which 
we have little or no control, as well us to the utter vanity of the 
request.-" Lead us not into temptation," the Law of Hetribution i. 
there, with its finer sense of discriminativc justice than ef'er found on 
eartb, to act always ullerloingly in producing effects strictly adeqllatin~ 
their real causes, 
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really taken place, The clairvoyant's spirit, h[ls been 
raised towards I,hose in Devachan. 'rhus many of the 
subjective spiritual communications-most of them WlH'1l 
the sensitives are pllre-minded,--al'e real, thollgh it is 
most difficult fOI' the uninitiated medium to fix in his mind 
the trne and correct pictures of what he sees and hears. 
In the same way some of the phenome[)a called psycllO
graphy (thongh more rarely) are also I'enl. The spirit 
of the sensitive getti[)g odylised, flO to ~ay, by the ama 
of the spirit in the Devachan becomes for a few minutes 
that departed pelsonality, and writes ill the hrmdwrit
ing of the latter', in his language find in his thoughts as 
they were during his lifetime. '1'he two spirits become 
b lende.l in one, and the preponderance of one over the 
other d\lring such phenomena, det,ermines t,he prepondel" 
Rllce of personality in the characteri~tics exhibit·ed, Thus, 
it may incidentally be observed, what is called 1'al'p01't, 
is in plain fact, an identity of moleculnr Vibration be
tween the ast,ral part of the incarnate medinm and the 
astra 1 part of the disincarnate pel'sollality, 

Meanwhile the average commnni<mting "spirit" of the 
seance room is tho denizen of that intervening region 
between Earth.life and Devachan which haR been already 
referred to as Ka'ma laka. On tho subject of "shells" 
or Elementaries, so much has been written of late that 
this branch of the subject may be passed ovel'light.ly 
now. The upper dwul baving won, in the strnggle which 
takes plaee nfter death in the Kama loka between the 
two sets of principles, the lowest of all with a remnant of 
the 5th its more bmtal memories and instincts alone 
remaining, continues to roam the earth's atmosphere for 
a ti me-an empt,y shell though !llive for a while to a 
certain extent. A word or twu of explantttion however 
is required in reference to the complete two principled 
being which remains in tho ](am.a loka, when the upper 
duad does nut_ win in the struggle f0r posResf'ion of the 
late personality. It, might be imngined that such a being 
would be far more potent for t.he pnrposes of communica
tion with still living people, than the shell, and so it might 
be if it remained in "Kama lob," but the filct is that 
in snch cases the surviving persona.lity is promptly drawn 
into the current of its future dest.inies and these hAve 
nothing to dowith tbis earth's atmosphere or with De,-a
chan, but with that "ei~hth sphere" of which occllsional 
meution will be found in older occnlt writingf'. It will 
have been unintelligible to ordinary readers hitherto why 
it was called the "eighth" sphere, but, sin co the expla
llation in these Fragments of the 7 fold constitution of 
our planetary system, the meaning will be clear enough, 
The spheres of the cyclic process of evolution are seven in 
number, bnt there is an eighth in connection with our 
earth,-onr earth being, it will be remembered, the turn
ing point in the cyclic chain,-and this eighth sphere is 
ont of circuit, a cul de sac and the bourne from which 
it may be trnly said no traveller returns. 

It will readily be guessed that the only sphere con
nected with onr manwantaric chain, which is lower than 
our own, in the scale thllt has spirit at the top and 
matter at the bottom, must itself be no less visible to the 
eye and to opt,ical instruments, than the earth. itself, 
and as the duties which this sphere has to perform in 
onr planetary system are immediately associated with 
this earth, there is not much mystery left now in the 
riddle of the eighth splrere, nor as to the place in the 
sky where it may be sought. The conditions of existence 
there, however, are topics on which the adepts are very 
reserved in their communications to uninitiated pupils, 
and concerning these we have for the present no further 
information to give. 

Onestaternent though itisdefinitely made,viz, that such 
a total degradation of a personality as may snffice to draw 
it, after death, into the attraction of the eighth sphere, is 
of very. rare occurrence. From the vast majority of 
lives there is something which the higber principles may 
draw to themselves, something to redeem the page of 
existence just passed from total destructioD) and here it 

must be remembered that the recollections of life in 
Devachlln very vivid a~ they Are, as far as they go, 
tonch only tho~e episodel'l in life which Ilre productive of 
the elevated Bart of happiness of which alone Devl<chan 
is qualified to take cognisance, whereas the life from 
which £01' the time being the cream is thus skimrned, 
will be remembered eventnally, in all its details qllite 
flllly. That complete remembrance is only achieved by 
the individual at the thre~hold of a far more exalted spiri
tU1l1 state than that which we are now concerned with, and 
which is attained far later on in the progl'ess of the vast 
cycles of evolution. Each one of the long series of lives 
that will have been passed throligb will then be, as it 
were, a page in a book to which the possessor can turn 
back at pleasure,-evt'n thoogh many such pnges will 
then seem to him most likely, very dull reading, and 
will not be frequently referred to, It is this revival 
eventually of recollection coneerning all the long for. 
got.ten personalities tha.t ifl really meant by the doctrine 
of the Hesurrection of which tbe modern prayer books 
make so sad a hash. But we have no time at present to 
stop and unravel the enigmas of sym bolism as bear
ing upon the teflchings at pre:;;ent nllder conveyance 
to the readel·. It may be worthwhile t,o do this 
as a separate undertaking lit a later period, but 
meanwhile to revert to the narrative of how the 
facts stand, it may be explained that in the whole 
book of pages,-when at last the cc resilrrecttC'n" 
has been accomrlished, t.here will be DO entirely 
infa.mous pages; for even if IIny given spiritual indi. 
viduality has occnsionally during itii passage through 
this world been linked with personalities so deplorRbly 
and desperately degraded that they have pAssed com
pletel.y into the attraction of the lower vortex that spiri
tUfd individuality in such CRses will have retained in its 
olVn affiniLief', no trace or tAint of them. Tbose pages 
will, as it were, have been clearly torn ont from the book. 
A nd as at the end of the struggle after crossing tIle 
J(a,ma, loka the spiritual individuality will have passed, 
into the unconscious gestation state from which skip
ping the Devachan state it will be directly reborn into 
its lIext life of objective activity, all the self consciOllR
nORR connected with that existence will have passed into 
the lower world, there eventually to " perish overlasting
ly;" an expression of whieh as of so many more modern 
theology has proved a faithless ellstodian, making pure 
nonsense ont of psycho-scientific facts. 

As already in<licated, and as the common sense of tIle 
matter would show there are great varieties of states in 
Devachan, and each personality drops into its befitting 
place thel'e. 'l'hence con~equently he emerges in his be
fitting place in the world of Causes, this Eart,h or another 
as the case may be, when his time for rebirth comes. 
Coupled with survival. of the affinities comprehensively 
described ag karma-the affinities both for good and 
evil engendered by the previous life, this process will be 
seon to accomplish nothing less than an explanation of 
the problem which has always been regarded as so in
comprehensible,-the inequalities of life. The condi· 
tions on which we enter life are the consequences of 
the use we have made of our last set of conditions, 
Thoy do not impede the development of fresh karma" 
whatever they may be, for this will be generated by the 
use we make of them in turn, Nor is it to be supposed 
that every event of a current life which bestows joy or 
sorrow is old karma bearing fruit. Many may be the 
immediate consequences of acts in the life to which they 
belong-ready-money tranSActions with Nature, 1:10 to 
spellk of which it may hardly be necessary to make 
any entry in her books. But the great inequalities of 
life as regards the start in it, which different human be· 
ings make, is a manifest consequence of old karma, the 
infinite varieties of which always keep up 1\ constant 
supply of recruits for all the manifold varieties of human 
condition. 
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We have spoken of the three conditions in the world 
of effects,-the state in which the priuciples liberated 
from the body are still in Kama loka, and physically in 
the atmosphe"e of the earth, the state of Devachan and 
the intervening state of gestation Or preparation for t.he 
latter. But the reader's conceptions· on the subject will 
necessar'ily be vague without some indications as to the 
periods of time with which passage thl'Ough these st'ltes is 
concerned. Consciousness in the Kama loka even is not 
immediately reawakened aftel' death. When a man dies, 
his soul or fifth principle becomes unconscions and loses 
all remernbl'IHlce of things intel'nal us well as external. 
\\'hether his stay in Kama loka has to last but a few 
moments, hours. dllYs, weeks, months or years, whether 
be dies a nlltural or a violent death j whether this occurs 
in youth or age, and whether the ego has been good, bad 
or indifferent, his consciousness leaves him as suddenly 
8S the,flame leaves the wick when it is blown out. When 
life has retired fl'om the last partrclt} of the brain 
matter, his peroeptive faculties become extinct for ever, 
and his spiritual powers of coguition and volition 
become for the time being as extinct as the others. 
Bis mayavi rttpa mlly be thl'own into objectivity as in 
the case of appal'tltions aftet· death, but unless iL is pro
jected by a conscious or intense desire to see or appear 
to some one shooting through the dy~ng bl'ain, the ap
parition will be simply automatic. The revival of consci
ousness in Kamll loka is obviously, from what has been 
already said - a phenomenon that depends on the charac
teristic of the principles passing, unconsoiously at the 
moment, out of the dying body. It may become tole
rably complete under circumstances by no means to be 
desired, or it may be obliterated by a rapid passage into 
the gestation state leading to Devachan. TLis gestation 
state may be of vel'y long duration in proportion to the 
ego's spiritual stamina, Ilnd DevHchan accounts for the 
remainder of the pet'iod between death aud the next 
physical rebirth. 'l'ho wlrole period is of Cour'se of vet'y 
varyiug length in the case of differeut persons, but 
rebirth in less than a thou~lLnd to fifteen huudred years 
is spoken of as almost impossible, while the stay in 
Devachan which rewurds a very rich Karma, is sometimes 
said to extend to enormous periods. 

In conclusion it may be added that this is a mere 
sketch ot the state of things undet' examination, as 
com plete as the writer is in a position to make it at 
pI'esent, bnt requiriug a great deal of amplification as 
regards detuils which will no doubt become possible at 
some future time. Meanwhile the outline, as fur as it 
goes, may be relied upon as cOI·t·ectly drawn. 

• 
APPENDIX TO (( DEVACHAN." 

ApPENDIX A. 

IT may be worth the reader's while to learn what 
Colonel H. S. Olcott has to say in hi£ Buddhist Cate
chism (14th rfhousand) of the intrinsic difference be
tween (( individuality" and" personality." Since he wrote 
not only nnder the approval of the High Priest" but also 
nnder the direct instruction of his Guru (Spiritual 
Master), his words will have weight for the student of 
Occultism. This is what he says, iu his Appendix:-

" U pOll reflection, I have substituted' personality' 
for' individuality' as written in the first edition. 'fhe 
successive appearances upon one or many earths, or 
, descents into generation' of the tanhaically-co
herent parts (Skandhas) of a certain being, are a suc
cession of personalities. In each birth the personality 
differs from that of the previous or next succeedinD' 
birth. Karma, the deus ex machina, masks (or shall w~ 
say, reflects?) itself now in the personality of a saO'e 
again as an artisan and so on throughout the string'" of 
births. But though personalities ever shift, the one 
line of life along which they are strung like beads runs 
unbroken. - .... 

" It is ever that particular line, never any other. It 
is therefore individual, an individual vital undulation 
which began in Nirvana or the subjective side of Nature, 
as the light or heat undulation through rether began at 
its dynamic source; is careering through the objective 
side of Nature, under the impulse of Karma and the 
creative direction of Tanha; and tends through many 
cyclic changes back to Nirvana. Mr. Rhys Davids 
calls tbat which passes from personality to personality 
along the individual chain, 'character' or' doing.' 
Since 'character' is not a mere metaphysical abstraction 
but the sum of one's mental qualities and moral propen
sities, would it not help to dispel what Mr. Rhys Davids 
calls, 'the desperate expedient of a mystery' [Budd
hism, p. 101J if we regarded the life undulation as indi
viduality and each of its series of natal manifestations as 
a separate personality? The perfected individual, Bud
histically speaking, is a Buddha, I should say; for a 
Buddha is but the rare flower of humanity, without the 
least supernatural admixture. And as countless genera
tions (' Four Asankheyyas and a hundred thousand 
cycles.' Fausboll and Rhys Davids' Bttddhist Bi1·th 
Stories, p. 13) are required to develope a man into a 
Buddha, and the i'ron will to become one nms throughout 
all the successive births, what shall we call that which 
thus wills and perseveres? Oharacter? or Individu
ality j an individuality but partly manifested in anyone 
birth, but built up of fragments from all the births? 

" 'fhe denial of 'soul' by Buddha (see Sanyutto Ni
kaya, the Sutta Pitaka) points to the prevalent delusive 
belief in an independent transmissible personality; an 
entity that could move from birth to birth unchanged, or go 
to a place or state where, as such perfect entity, it conld 
eternally enjoy or suffer. And what he shows is that the 
'I am I' conscionsness is, as regards permanency 
logically impossible, since its elementary constituent3 
constantly change, and the 'I' of one birth differs from 
the'I' of every other birth. But everything that I 
have found in Buddhism accords with the theory of a 
gradual evolution of the perfect man, viz., a Buddha 
through nnmberless natal experiences. And in the con
sciousness of that person who at the end of a given chain 
of beings attains Buddha-hood, or who succeeds in attain
ing the fourth stage of Dhyana, or mystic self-develop
ment, in anyone of his births anterior to the final one, 
the scenes of all these serial births are perceptible. In 
the Jatakattahavannana, so well translated by Mr. Rhys 
Davids, an expression continually recurs which I thin,k 
rather supports such an idea, viz: 'Then the blessed 
one made manifest an occurrence hidden by change of 
birth,' or 'that which had been hidden by, &c.' Early 
Buddhism then, clearly held to a permanency of records 
in the Akasa, and the potential capacity of man to read 
the same when he has evoluted to the stage of true indio 
vidual ENLIGHTENMENT." (pp. 54-57.) 

ApPENDIX B. 
Having been asked :-" How then? Is there no 

change of occupation for souls in Devachan? Is one 
moment of earthly sensation only, selected for perpe
tuation ? "-our MASTERS reply in the negative. No; 
Devachan is no monotonous condition, in which some one 
or even two or more moments of earthly sensations are 
indefinitely perpetuated-stretched so to say, through
out reons. For, this would be contrary to all analogies 
and antagonistic to the law of cause and effect under 
which results are proportioned to antecedent energies. 
There are two fields of causal manifestations-the objec
tive and subjective. '1'he grosser energies-those which 
operate in the denser condition of matter-manifest 

. objectively in the next physical life, their outcome being 
the new personality of each birth mnrshaling within the 
grand cycle of the evoluting individuality. It is but 
the moral nnd spiritual activities that find their sphere 
of effects in Devachan. And thought and fancy being 
limitless) how can it be argued for one moment tha.t 

3 
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there is any thing like monotony in the state of 
Devachan? Few are the men whose lives were 
so utterly destitute of feeling, love, or of a more 
or less intense predilection for some one line of 
thought as to be made unfit for a proportionate period 
of Devachanic experience,-beyond their earthly 
life. So, for instance, while the vices, physical and 
sensual attractions, say, of a great philosopher, but a 
bad friend, and a selfish man-may result in the birth 
of a new and still greater intellect, bnt at the 
same time a most miserable man, ren,ping the [(annie 
effects of all the causes produced by the "old" 
being and whose make-up was inevitahle from the pre
ponderating proclivities of that being in the preceding 
birth, the intermedial period between the two physical 
births cannot be-in nature's exquisitely well adjusted 
laws-but a hiatus of unconsciousness. '1'here can be no 
snch dreary hlank as kindly promised, or rather implied 
by Christian Protestant theology to the" departed souls," 
which, between death and" resurrection" have to hang 
on in space, in mental catalepsy awaiting the "Day of 
Judgment." Canses produced by mental and spiritual 
energy being far greater and more important tlmn those 
that are created by physical impulses-their effects have 
to be-for weal or woe-proportionately as great. Lives 
on this earth or other earths, affording no proper field 
for such eJIects, and every labonrer being entitled to his 
own harvest-they have to expand in-either Devachan or 
Avitehi.* Bacon, for instance, whom a poet called-

I< The brightest, Wisest, meanest of mankind" 

-might re-nppcar in his nextincamation asagrecdymoney
getter, with extraordinary intellectual capacities. Bnt, how
ever great the latter, they would find no proper field in 
which that particular line of thought purfllled during his 
previous life-time by the founder of mod ern philosophy could 
l'eap all its dues. It would be but the aRtute lawyer, the 
corrupt attorney-general, the ungrateful friend, and the 
dishonest Lord-chancellor who might find, led on by his 
Karma, a congenial new soil in the body of the money
lender, and re-appear as a new Shylock. But where would 
Bacon, the incomparable tllinker, with whom philosophical 
inquiry upon the most profound problems of nature was 
his ((first and last, and only love," where would this 
"intellectual giant of his race" -once diRro hed of his 
lower nature-go to? Have all the effects of that magni
ficent intellect to vanish and disappear? Certainly not. 
Thus his moral and Rpiritual qualities would also have to 
thlCl a field in which their energies could expanrl them
Relves. Devachan ii:l such field. Hence-all the great 
plans of moral reform, of intellectual research into ahs
trfLct principles of nature, all the divine, Rpirihml 
nspirations that had so filled the brighteRt part of hiR life, 
would, in Devachan, come to fruition; and the abstract 
pntity, known in the pl'eceding birth as Francis Bacon, 
and that may he known in its subsequent re-incal'l1ation 
as a despised usurer-that Bacon's own creation, his 
Frankenstein, the son of his J(a1'ma-Rhall in the mean
while occupy itself in this inner world, also of its own pre
paration, in enjoying the effects of the grand beneficial, 
Rpiritual canses sown in life. It would live a purely and 
spiritually conscious existence-a dream of realistic vivid
ness-until Karma being satisfied in that direction and 
t he ripple of force reaching the edge of its Rnb-cyclic 
basin, the heing should move into its next area of causes
pither in this same world or another according to his 
stage of progression .. , Therefore, there is "a change of 
occupation," It continual change-in Devachan. For 
that dream-life is hut the fruition, the harvest time of 
i,hose psychic seedgerms dropped from the tree of phy
Rical existence in our moments of dream and hopo ; fancy
glimpses of bliss and happiness stifled in an ungrateful. 
80cial soil, blooming in the rosy dawn of Devaehan, and 
ripening under its ever fructifyng sky. If man had but 
one sjngle moment of ideal experience, not even then 

:* The lowest states of De"Jachcm interchain with those of Avitchi, 

could it be, as erroneously supposed, the indefinite pro
longation of that" single moment." 'l'hat one note 
struck from the lyre of life would form the key-note of 
the beiugs' subjective state and work out into number
less harmonic tones and semi-tones of psychic phantas
magoria. '1.'hore, all unrealized hopes, aspirations, 
dreams-become fully realized, [md the dreams of the 
ohjective become the realities of the SUbjective exist
ence. And there, behind the curtain of Maya, its, 
vaporous and deceptive appearances are perceived by. 
the INITIATE, who has learned the great secret how to 
penetrate thus deep into the ARCANA OF BEING""" 

ApPENDIX C. 
Objectors of that kind will be simply postulating an 

incongruity: an intercourse of entities in Devaehalb 
which applies only to the mutual relationship of physical 
existence! Two sympathetic souls, hath disemhodied, will. 
each work out its own Devachanic sensations, making 
the other a sharer in its subjective bliss. '1'hi.s will l~e 
as real to them, naturally, as though both were yet on this 
earth. Nevertheless, each is dissociated from the other 
as regarcb personal or corporeal aRsociation. While the 
latter is the only of its kind t]mt is recognized hy our 
earth experience aR an aetnal intercourse, for the Deva
chanee it wonld he not only some thing unreal but could 
have no existence for it in any sense, not even as a 
delusion: a physical body or even a ]lfayavi-mpa 
remaining to its spiritual senses as invisible as it 
is itself to the physical senS8S of those who loved 
it best on earth. Thus even though one of the 
(( sharers" were alive and utterly unconscious of that 
intercourse in his waking state, stilI every dealing 
with him woultl be to the Devachanee an absolute 
1·eality. And what actual companionship could there 
ever he other than the purely idealistic one as above 
described, between two subJective entities which are not 
even as material as that etherial body-shadow-the 
][ay(Wi-nlpa? ']'0 object to this on the gl'Ound that one 
is thus (( cheated by nature" and to call it " a delusive 
sensation of enjoyment which has no reality" is to show 
olleself utterly nnfit to comprehend the conditions of 
life and being outside of 0111' material existence. For how 
can the same distinction be made in Devachan-i. e. out
side of the conditions of earth-life between what we call a 
reality, and a fa,ctitious or an artificial counterfeit of the 
sa,me, in this, our world? The same principle cannot apply 
to the two sets of conditions. Is it cOllceivalJle that what 
we call a reality in our embodied, physical state will 
exiRt under the Sf),me conditions as an actuality for a 
disembodied entity? On earth, man is dual-in the 
sense of being a thing of matter and a thing 
of spirit; hence the natural distinction made by hiH 
mind-the anaJyst of his physical sensations and spiritual 
perceptions-between an actuality and a fiction: though, 
even in this life the two groups of faculties are COll

stantly equilihmtingeach other, each group when domi
nant seeing as fiction or delusion what the other believe,! 
to be most real. But in Devaehan our Ego has ceased 
to be dualistic, in the above sense, and become a spiritual, 
mental entity. That which was a fiction, a dream in 
life, and which had its being but in the region of " fancy" 
becomes lImIer the new conditions of existence-the only 
possihle 1·ealily. 'rhns, for us, to postulate the possibili
ty of any other reality for a Devachanee is to maintain an 
absurdity, a monstrons fallacy, an idea unphilosophical 
to the last degree. The actual is that which is acted or 
performed dll facto: "the reality of a thing is proved by 
Its actuality." And the suppositious and artificial having 
no possible existonce in that devachanio state, the logical. 
sequence is that every thing in it is actual and real. For, 
again whether overshadowing the five principles during 
the life of the personality, or entirely separated from the 
grosser principles by the dissolution of the body-the 
sixth principle, or our (( Spiritual Soul," has no sub
stance,-it is ever A1'upa j nor is it confin~d to one 
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place ~ith a limited horizon of perceptions around it. 
r1'hereforo whether in or out of its mortal body, it is ever 
distinct, and free from its limitations; and if we call its 
devachanic experiences" a cheating of nature," then we 
should never be allowed to call" reality" any of .those 
purely abstract feelings that belong entirely to, and are 
reflected and assimilated by, our h·ighel' soul, such: f. 'i., as 
au ideal perception ofthe beautiful, profound philanthropy, 
love, &c., as well as every other purely spiritual sensa
tion that during life fills our inner being with either 
immense joy or pain. 

ApPENDIX D. 
"Devachan" is of course a state not a locality, as 

much as " Avitchi" -its antithesis [which please not to 
confound with Hell]. Esoteric Buddhist philosophy has 
three principal lokas so-called-namely (1) Karna loka, 
(2) Bnpa-loka; and (3) Arupa loka; or in their 
Ii tcral tntll8lation awl meaning- [1] world of desires 
01' passions, of unsati8fied e,trthly cravings-the abode 
of " Shells" and Victims, of Blementaries and Suicides; 
[2J the world of Forms, i. e., of shadows more spiritual, 
having form and objectivity but no substance; and [3J 
the furmless world, 01' rather the world of no-Form, the 
incorporeal, since its denizens can have neither body, 
shape, nor colour for us mortal8, and in the sense that 
we give to these terms. These are the three spheres of 
ascending spirituality in which the several groups of 
subjective and semi-subjective entities find their attrac
tions. 'rhe time having not yet come to speak of the 
latter two, we will merely notice the first one, namely 
the Karna-loka. 'l'hence it is, that all, but the remain
ing shells, the suicides and the victims of premature vio
lent death8, go according to their attractions and powers 
either into the Devachan·ic or the Avitch-i state, which 
two states form the numberless sub-divisions of " Hupa" 
aud "Arupa" Zokas; that is to say, that such states 
not only vary in degree, or in their presentation to the 
subject entity as regards form, colour, &c.,-but that 
there is an infinite scale of such states, in their pro
gressive spirituality and intensity of feeling; from the 
lowest in the Rupa, up to the highest and the most ex
alted in the A1·upu-loka. The student must ber1\' in 
miud that personality is the synonym for limitation; 
alld that the more selfish, the more contracted the 
person's ideas, the closer will he cling to the lower 
spheres or being, the longer loiter Oil the plane of selfish 
social iutercourse. 

ApPENDIX E. 

To use an antiphrasis-" Avitchi" is a state of the most 
'ideal spiritltal wickedness, something akin to the state of 
Lucifer, so superbly cJ.escribed by Milton. Not many 
though, are there who can reach it, as the thoughtful 
reader will perceive. And if it is urged that siuce there is 
Vev(lchan for nearly all; for the good, the bad, aud the 
iudifferent, the ends of harmony and equilibrium are 
fl'llstrated, aud the law of Retribution and of impartial, 
implacable J m;tice hal;dly met and satisfied by such a 
comparative scarcity if not absence of its antithesis, then 
the auswer will show that it ·is not 80. "Evil is the 
dark son or Earth (matter) and Good-the fail' daughter 
of Heaven" (or Spirit) says the Chinese philosopher; 
}}()n,ce the place of punishment for most of aU\' sins is 
the Earth-its birth p\;1Ce a,nd play-ground. There is 
more apparent and relative, than actual evil even au 
'earth, and it is not giveu to the hoi polloi to reach the 
fatal grandeur and eminence of a "Satan" every day. 
See foot-notes in art. "Death," by Eliphas Levi (Octo
ber Theosoph-ist, Vol. III,) the editorial answer to 
the art: H Death and Immortality" (November Theoso
phist,p. 28) ; and the words used by the author, when 
speaking of those who are immortal in good by identi
fication with God (or Good), and immortal in evil by 
identification with Satan (Evil). Although the 
general, rule applies hut to H Sorcerers," i. e. adept~ 

in Black Magic, real Initiates and sons of Evil, generally 
known as "the Brothers of the Shadow," yet there are 
exceptions to that rule as to every other. Occasionally 
men reaching the apex of evil becom'e "unconscious" 
sorcerers; they identify themselves with a Satan," and 
then Avitchi becomes their Pate. Happy they are when 
thereby theyavoidaworse punishment-a loka from which 
indeed, no traveller-either returns 01', once within its 
dark precincts-pursues his journey ! 

• 
UNDER THE SHADOW OJ!"' GUEAT NAMES. 

'1'HE common vice of tt'ying to palm off upon the world 
the crude imaginings 01' rhapsodical concoctions of one's 
own brain, by claiming their utterance as under divine 
impir'ation, pt'evails largely among our esteemed friends, 
the Spiritualists. Many clever persons k[]own as" trance 
speakers" and" inspirational wl'iters" keep the thing up 
at a lively rate, tUl'llinl( out ot'ation after oration and 
book after book as coming from the great dead, the 
planetary spirits, and even hom God. 'rhe great names 
of ant,iqllity are invoked to father feeble books, and no 
sooner is it k[]own that a pl'ominent character is deceased 
than some mediums pretend to be his telephones, to dis
course pla.titudes before sympathetic audiences. t:lhakes
peare's imagi[]ation pictured to his mind the mighty 
Cresar, turned to clay, being made If to stop a hole to 
keep tbe wind away"; but had he made a forecast of 
our Modern Spiritualism, he would have found an even 
worse satire upon the imparmallency of human great[]ess, 
ill the prospect of the dead CoosaI' being forced to say 
stupidities that, alive, he would not have tolerated in 
one of his foot-soldiers. Some of our more optimistic 
friends of tbe spit'itualistic party postulate a halcyoll 
time when mediumistic utterances will be judged accord
ing to their intl'insic merit, like other oratorical and 
literary productions, and it is to be hoped they may not 
deceive themselves. The number of bright minds tbat 
are occupying themselves with this great subject i:i 
assuredly on the increase, and with snch men as M. A. 
(Ox on), Mr. Massey, Mr. Roden Noel, and others at 
tbat class, spil'ituali~tic literature is al ways being eUl iched. 
But at the same time we see no diminution as regard:i 
bogu'l platform sermons chiming to come from Judge 
Edmonds, Hobert Dule Owen, Epes Sargent, and Profes
sors Hare and Mapes, 01' books ascribed to the inspiration 
of Jehovah and his ancient Spirits. Our pOol' Mr Bennett, 
of the Truth-see?!??', had scarcely bad time to die before he 
was paradecl as a spirit-control by an American medium. 
The future has a gloomy look indeed to us when we thi!1k 
that, despite their best endeavours to the contrary, the 
Founders of the 'l'heosophical Society are quite !IS liable as 
either of the eminent gentlemen abovementioned-with 
all of whom the writer was personally acquainted, anu 
neither of whom, in all probabllit.y, ever communicated 
one word that theil' alleged mediums attribute to them 
-to an involuntary post-mortem recantation of theil' 
most cherished and avowed ideas. We have been 
prompted to these remarks by a convincing demonstra
tion, by the Religio-PIl'ilosopldcal Jowmal, that a recent 
1/ tt'ance address" by anI' deur deceased friend, Epes 
8argent, through u certain mediulll, was a sheer fabri
cation. A comparison of the same with MI'. Sargent',; 
last and greatest spiritualistic wOl'k," 'rhe Scientiliu 
Basis of SpiritualiHlll," shows beyond question that he 
could never have inspired any such ulediumistic oration. 
'While it is yet time, both the founders of the Theoso
phical Society place upon record their solemn promise 
that they will let trance mediums severely alone aftet· 
they get to "the other side." If after this, any of the 
talking fraternity take their names in vain, they hope 
that at least their theosophical conf1'cl'es will unearth 
tbis paragraph and warn the trespassers off their astral 
premises. So far as we have observed the best tranoe 
speakers have been those who bragged least about theil' 
controls. II Good wine needs DO bush," says the adage. 
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**** Arrivi.ng safely in New York, 1 proceeded directly 
to the ArchbIshop, who appointed me to give a mission 
ill .three :B~rench settl~ments. I reached at night, no one 
betng awcu'e oJmy arnval .. ..... On the following morning a 
man stoppod me on the street, and asked me very 
politely if 1 was not a Catholic priest, and, upon my 

. replying in tho affirmative, he exclaimed: 
" OlI, 'I'HEN, I't' IS 'l'RUE-TOO 'l'RU.E: J'l' IS THE DEVIL I" 
In reply to my request for an explanation of this 

strange expression, he said: " Oh, Father 1 my dauO'h
tel' has been possessed by the devil for many years c: I 
see it allllow !" , 

"You must not believe that so easily," I replied. 
. " How can I doubt it," he answered, "when only last 

night she told me that a (black coat' had come to--, 
and r~poated ~t this morning, ~ayin~: (You must go; 
you WIll find 111m; you must bl'lIlg hun. Oh !' said she 
(or rather the devil), (how foolish 1 have beon to take 
possession of this girl! Now 1 shall suffer; he comes 
to torment and expel me.' t I was so struck by the talk 
that 1 stlLrted mechanically rather than believing that I 
should· actually find you; but now that you aro here, 
will you not kindly como and judge for yourself? It is 
only fivo miles distant: you can return again this even
ing. 1 ClLltlO on horseback, but I will saddle another 
horse whilo yon are taking breakfast." I assentod. 

During OUI' ride he acquainted me with all the parti
culars of the case. 

""'\Vhen my daughter was threo yoars of age-she is 
now fifteell-slle went, as was her custom, to play with 
the child of a widow at a neighbouring house j tho woman 
gave her some j,oast and molasses; when she roturned 
home, sLu cOltlplaiued of uneasiness in the stomach, and 
from that time fonvard became melancholy, and lost tho 
cheeI'fulue"" :LlHl good health sho had pl'Oviotlsly enjoyed. 

. She was strango in her motions; not positively ill, but 
always comphil!ing of a weight on her stomach. She 
would not perform as usual little senice" about the 
house, but would act in an awkward and whimsical man
uel'. Such lms been the state of the child during the 
past twelve years." 1 learned later tlmt tllO mother
who, on one occasion, during the feast of the Purification 
of the l1le::lsed Virgin, gave the girl SOlUe blessed tea to 
drink, when "uddenly she broke out in a rage, slappod 
her mothel', aud exclaimed: « Oh! I am fOllIld out-I 
must speak now! but thou shalt pa,y for it." 'l'hen the 
father, geutly interposing, said: "What is that ?"
calling lim' by mune-" you strike your mother !" 

" It is not--who is here, it is I," was the answer, in 
a rongh, hollow voice, and growling like a dog. 

" Who fu't thou ?" said the fa,ther. 
" I am tho de\'il," was the answer, in simihr tones. 
" If thou art the eursed one," replied the father, "give 

the re,t80n why thou hast taken possession of my 
daughkr." 

"No," said 110, "I won't. What a fool 1 have been 
to come here! Now 1 must be tormented j he is coming; 
he is on the sea" (words which wero not tlJOIl under
stood. I was, indeed, on son, at that time, having em
harked at Havre as above mentioned, just the d:ty pre
vions). 11'01' a month she was more or leHs in fits of 
rage. About the end of Pebrllary she said again: « lie 
has arrived at la;;t, he will come soon." W hen asked 
whom sIlO meant, she replied: « lIe tlmt mllHt expel me; 
aud thero duLlI he two." So much I learlJed of the facts 
that preceded my arrival. The mother then repeated 
what her lilwhalld llad already told me about the girl's 
refel'enco to mo during the prc.violls e:"~ling·._~~ __ _ 

" Our DlOtiVU fur the suppression of llIunes ill this rell,tion will be 
obvious whon we blato that most, if not lill, of tho persons nre still 
living. However, neither the narrator, who is well known to U8 nor tho 
oth?r pried ~ho ~itI.,essed the manifestations, would object 'to Imvo 
tholr names glvon If It were thought expedicnt.-Ed. O. lI. 

t Now reully that Illust have been un idiotic devil! For had he bnt 
kept quiet, no one, leust of all tho new comer, eonld hl1ve ever found him 
out; henet> would not have turned him out of his chosen p1'omises.-
Ed. ~ . 

1 was truly. surprised at this narrative, seeing clearly 
that the devil meant me. 1 said that I would see the 
girl, but first .1. recommended myself to God by kneeling 
down and recltmg the V EN! CREATOR. 

(110 be cont'inued.) 

• 
J/RAGMENTS OF OOCULT TRUTH. 

By A LAY CIIELA. 

No. VII . 

THE HUMAN LU'E WAVE. 
PREVIOUS essays will have given the reader a general 

idea of the way in which the great evolutionary life-wave 
sweeps round and round the seven worlds which compose 
the planetary chain of which our earth is a part. Fur
ther assistance may now be offered with the view of 
expanding this general idea, into a fuller comprehension 
of the processes to which it relates. And no one \tdc1i
tional chapter of the great story will do more to.yal'c1s 
rendering its character intelligible, than an explanation 
of certain phenomena connected with the progress of 
worlds, that may be conveniently called Obscurations. 

Students of occult philosophy who enter on that 
pursuit with miuds already abundantly furuished in other 
ways, are very liable to misinteqJl'et its earlier t:;tate
ments. Bvery thing cannot be said ltt once, and the 
first broad explanations are apt to suggest conceptions 
in regard to details which are most likely to be erro
neous wtih the most active-minded and intelligent think
ers. Such readers are not content with shadowy out
lines even for a moment. Imagination fill::; in the 
picturo, and if its work is undisturbed for any length of 
time, the author will be surprised afterw<Lrdt! to find 
that later information is incompatible with that which 110 
had come to regard as having been distinctly taught in 
the beginning .. Now in these Fragmonts the writer's 
effort is to convey the information in such a way that 
hasty weed growths of the mimI may be prevented as far 
as possible, but ill this very effort it is necessary some
times to run 011 quickly in advance, leaving details,
even very important details to Le picked up during a 
second joul'ney over the old gronnd. Ho HOW the reader 
mnst be good enollgh to go back to the explanation giV811 
in l~ragment IV. of the evolutionary }lrogl'ess through 
the wholo planetary chain. 

Some few word::; were said even in that l<'ragment, 
concel'Ilillg the manucr in which the life illlpnhw passed 
on from plallet to planet in « rushes or gnshes j not by an 
even continuous How." N ow the eOllrse of evolutiDIl in 
its earlier stages is so far continuolI:; that tllO preparation 
of several planets for the final tillal wave of humanity may 
be going on simultaneously. 1]](leed the pl'eparation of all 
thc seven plauets may, at olle stage of the pl'oceedings, be 
going on simnltanoously, but the important point to re
mem bel' is that the main wave of evolutioll,-tho fore
mm,:t growing wave,-cannot be ill 1ll0i'e than one place 
at a time. '1'he process goes on in the way which may 
now be described, and which the re:tder may be the bet
ter ahlo to follow, if he COllstrncts eithor 011 paper or in 
hi::; own mind a diagram consisting of seven circles (re
presentillg the wOl'lds,) arranged in a. rillg'. Calling 
them A, 13, C, &c., it will be observed from what 
has been already stated that cil'cIe (or globe) D, stands 
for our earth. Now the kingdoms of Nature as 
known to occultists,be it remembered, are soven in number, 
three, having to do with astral and elementary forces, 
preceding the grosser material killgdollls in the oruer of 
thoir development. Kingdom I evolves on globe A, and 
passes on to B, as kingdom 2 begiu::; to evolve on A. 
Carry out this system and of course it will be seen that 
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kingdom 1 is evolving on globe G, while kingdom 7, 
the human kingdom, is evolving on globe A. But 
now what lmppells as kingdom 7 passes on to 
globe 13. There is no eighth kingdom to engage the 
activities of globe A. The great processes of evolution 
Imve culminated in the final tide wave of humanity,
which aR it sweeps on, leaves a temporary lethargy of 
nature behind. When the life wave goes on to B, in fact, 
globe A passeR for the time, into a st,ate of obscurn.tion. 
'I'his Rtate is not one of decay, dissolntion or anything 
that can properly be called death. Decay itself, though 
its aspect is apt to mislead the mind, is a condition of 
activity ill a certain direction, this com;ideration afl'ord
illg a cIlle to the meaning of :t great deal which is other
wise meaningless, in that part of Hindu mythology which 
relates to the deities preRi<ling over destruction. 'rhe 
obscuration of a world ifl:. total fluflpension of its activity: 
this does not mean that the moment the laflt hUllmn 
monad passeR on froll1 any given world, that world is 
paralysed by any COllvlllRion, or Rubsides into the en
chanted trance of a Sleeping Palace. The animal and 
vegetable life goes on as before, for a time, but its clm
I'acter begins to recede illRtead of to advance. The great 
life-wave has left it and the animal and vegetable king
dolUS gradually return to the condition in which tlwy 
were fOllnd when the great life-wave nrRt reached tholll. 
1~1l0r1ll0l1fl periods of time are available for t.his 
Rlow process by which tho obscured world settleR 
illto Rleep, for it will be Reell that obscuration in 
each cn·Re htstH six times* af! 101lg as the period of 
each world's occupation hy the human life-wave, That is 
t.o Ray, the process which iR accomplished af! above deR
crihed in connexion with the passflge of tIle life-wave 
fl'om g'lobe A to globe B, is repeated all along the chain. 
"Vhen the wave passes to 0, B is left ill obscnratioll aR 
well as A. Then D receiveR the life wave, amI A, H, C 
are ill obseuration, VThen the wave reaches G, all the 
preceding six worlds are in obscuration. Meanwhile the 
life-wave passes on in a certain regular progression, the 
HYlllluetrical character of which is vory satiRfactory to 
scientific instincts. The reallm' will he lwepared to pick 
up the idea at Ollce, in view of the explanations already 
given of the w:.y in which humanity evolves throllgh 
8evell great races, durillg each round period on a pla
net,-that is t,o say, during the oceupn,tion of Ruch phUlot 
hy the tidal wave of life. The fourth race is obviously 
t,he middle race of the series. As soon as this middle 
point is turned, and the evolution of the fifth race on 
any given planet begins, the preparation for humanity 
begins on the next. The evolution of the fifth race on 
D for example, is COllmenSl11'[Lte with the evolution, or 
I'ather with the revival of the mineral killgdom on E, a11(l 
so on, 'rhat if! to say, the evolutioll of the Rixth raco on 
n, coincides with the revival of the vegetable kiIlgdom 
Oil E, the seventh race on D, with the revival of the 
nnimal kingdom on E, and tllOn when the lfl,,,t mOlladR 
of the seventh race on D, have passed into the subjective 
f'tate or world of effects, the hllman period on E begins 
alld the 1st race begins its development there. Mean
while the twilight period on the world preceding D, 1ms 
been deepening into the night of obscnration in the Rame 
pl'og'1'eHsivo way, and olJRellratinl1 thero }ms definitely Ret 
in when t.ho IllIllian perio(l Oil D, iH pa,Rt its half way 
!,oint,. But jllRt aR the hmtl't of a lTlall beat.s am1 reo;
l'il'n,tion cont.inlleR, no matter how profound his ::,Iecp, 
there are proeo;;;sc's of vital action which go on in t,he 
l'Psting' world evon dnrillg tlio IllORt profollnd deptho; of its 
I'l'POSC. And these preHel've, ill view of the next retlll'n 
PI' the hUlllan wan', the ]'('RldtR of Ow evolution that jlre
c('doll it, first al'l'ivfI.l. Itecovol'Y for the reawakening 
planeG is a large I' proces'l than itR suusidence into rest, 
for it ItaH to attain a higher df'gl'oe of peefection agn,il1Rt 

", Or wo lI1"'y say five times, allowing for the h",lf period of morning 
WlllCh precedes and the half period of evening which follows the day of 
full act.ivit.y. 

the return of the human life-wave, than that at which it 
was left when the wave last wellt onward from itR shore. 
But with every new beginning', Nature is infused with a 
vigour of its ~wn-t~e fresh,nes~ of a morning,-and tho 
lator obscuratIOn p~nod, wl~lCh IS a time of preparation 
and hopefulness as It were, lUvests evolution itself with a 
new momentum. By the time the great life wave returnR 
all is ready for its reception. ' 

In the tirst essay on this subject it was roughly indi
cat~d, that the variolls worlds making up our planetary 
cham w~re not ~l,l of the same materiality. Putting the 
conceptIOn of spmt at the nort.h pole of the circle and 
that of matter at the south pole, the worlds of the descend
iug arc vary in materialit.y and Rpil'ituality, like those of the 
ascending arc. This variation mnst now be conRidered 
more attentively if the reader wishes to realise the whole 
processes of evolution more fully than heretofore. 

Besides the earth, which iR at the lowest material 
point, t.here are only two other worlds of our chain which 
are visible to physical ('yeR,-the one behind and the one 
in advance of it. These two worlds, as a matter of fact, 
~re Mars and JHercury,-~Iars hoillg behil~d and Mercury 
111 advance of us,-Mars III a Rtate of entIre obscuration 
now as regards the human life-wave, 'Mercury just begin
ing to prepare for its next human period.* 

The two planets of our clmin that are behind :Mar:=<, 
and the two tlmt are in advallco of Mercury, are not COIl1-
posed of an order of nmtter which telescopes can take 
cognisance of. Four Ollt of tIle seven nre thus of an 
otlwri,.lnature, which people wllo can only conceive matter 
in its earthly form, will be inclined to call immaterial. 
Hut they are not really imlilaterial at all. They al'o 
Rilllply in a finer state of mat,orialit.y than the lbal'tll, 
bllt their finer state does not ill fluy way defeat the uni
formity of Nature's design in regard to the methods nnd 
sLageR of their evolution. vVithin the sC'flle of their subt.lo 
" inviRibilit,y," tho sllcceRRive rOll lids nnd races of mankind 
IHISR through their st<lges of gl'mtt.er alld leRs materialit,y 
jmlt as on this Earth; hilt w1loever would comprehend 
them, muo;t comprehend t1l is Eari,h first, and work out theil' 
delicate phenomena by cOITespollc1ential inferences. Let 
liS retul'l1 therofm'e to the cOI1Rideratioll of the great life
wave, in itR aspects on t.his planet. 

.Just as the chain of worlclR tl'(,fl.tec1ns a unity, has it:; 
north alld south, its spiritual and material pole,-workillg 

" It may be worth while here to rcmnrk for the benefit of people who 
mny oe disposed, from physical science reading, to ohjpct that Mercury i. 
too ncar the Run, and consequently too hot to oe a suitable plnce of habita
tion for lIian,-that in the ollieinl report of the Astronomical Deportment 
of tho United States on the recent " Mount Whitney observationB," 
statements will be fonn,l that may eheek too confident criticisms of 
oc('ult science along that line, The report in question was republished in 
Noh"'e, and for the most part, within tho last six months, in some of t.he 
lndinn nowspapers. The results of the Mount Whitney observations on 
selective rtllsorption of solar rltys showed, according to the official reo 
porter, t.hat it woul,1no longer oe impossible to suggest the conditions 
of an atmosphere whieh shonl,1 render Mercury habitable, at the one 
extreme of the scalc, nnd Saturn at the other, We have no concern 
with Saturn nt preseut, nor if we had to explain on occnlt principles 
the hahitability of Mercury, shonl,1 we set to work with colenhltions 
abont selective aosorption, Tho fact is that ordinary science makes 
at oncc too lllueh and too little of tho 8un, as the storo-house of force 
for the scilnr SYStClll,-tOO mnch in so far as the hcat of plnnets hn~ 
n grent den.1 to do with another inflnenc quite distinct from the Sun, 
nn influence whieh will not be thoroughly understood till more is 
known than fit present about the correhlt.ions of heat and magnetislIl, 
n11(1 of tho magnetic, meteoric dllRt, wit,1t which int,er'planetnry slinee is 
pervaded. J] owever it, is enollgh,-to roout, ony objection tl,ot llIight he 
miRed ngainst, the explnnntions now in progress, from the point of view 
llf 10ylll devotees of last ycnr's s('ience,--to point out that SUdl 
objectiolls wonld be alrea(ly 0111. of ,I nt.e, l\1dern science is very pro· 
gl'cHsivc,-this is one of its gren.t.est marits,-out it is not It meritorioliS 
hnhit with moclern scient.ists to ti, ink, at cnrh stnge of its progress, that 
nil conceptions incolllpatiole with t.Ile stoge reacher!, must necessarily 
oc n hRlIl'ci. If the present C"Rny hnd bO(,11 written twelve months ngo, 
and rOl"cTIlher t.hat as regal',ls t.he information it contains it miglit 
hnvo been written twelve 111illcniums agn,- wo could llUve Anid· 
nothing more than the sent.ence last written, had some one a.rgued in 
reference to JIIorcnTY, that Mr. Proctor had Bummed up all thltt c01l1<1 
he An.i,1 on tho qnost,ion, nnd ha(1 given judgment ago.inst its Itabit,nbi. 
Jil.y, As it hnppells .in tbis mn.ttel', Mount Whitney hus risen np to 
refute the l'roetorirm juclgmellt,-rcfuUng it by wrong nrguments 
indood, but. by arguments that will be acceptable in the Proctorillll' 
nrOIlt\. 
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from spirituality down through materiality, up to spiritual
ity again,-so the rounds of mankind constitute a similar 
series which the chain of globes itself might be taken to 
symbolise. In the evolution of man in fact, on anyone 
plane as en all, there is a descending and an ascending 
arc; spirit, so to speak, transforming itself into matter, and 

. matter resolving itself into spirit. 'rhe lowest or most 
material point in the cyele thus becomes the inverted 
apex of physical intelligence, which is the masked 
manifestation of spiritual intelligence. Each round of 
mankind evolved on the downward arc (as each race of 
each round if we descend to the smaller mirror of the 
cosmos) must thus be more physically intelligent than 
its predecessor, and each in the npward arc must be in
vested with a more refined form of mentality commingled 
with greater spiritual iutuitiveness. In the first Round 
therefore we find man, a relatively etherial being com
pared even on earth with the state he has now attained 
he I'e, not intellectual but super-spiritual. Like the animal 
and vegetable shapes around him, he inhabits an immense 
but loosely organised body. In the second Round he is 
E!till gigantic and etherial, but growing firmer and more 
condensed in body-a more physical man, but still less 
intelligent than spiritual. In the third Round he has 
developed a perfectly concrete and compacted body, at 
first the form rathl'lr of a giant ape than of a true man, 
but with intelligence coming more and 'more into the as
cendant. In the last half of the third Round his gigantic 
stll.ture decreases, his body improves in texture, and he 
begins to be a rational man. In the fourth Round intel
lect, now fully developed, achieves enormous progress. 
The dumb races with which the Round begins, acquire 
human speech as we understand it. 'l'he world teems 
with the results of intellectual activity and spiritual de
eline. At the half way point of the fourth Round here, the 
polar point of the whole seven-world period is passed. 
From this point onwards the spiritual ego begins its real 
strugglo with body and mind to manifest its trans
cendontal powers. In the fifth Round the struggle 
continues, but the transcendental facnlties are 
largely developed, though the struggle between these 
on the one hand, with physical intellect alld propensity 
is fiercer than ever, for the intellect of the fifth Round 
as well as its spirituality is an advance on that of 
fourth. In the sixth Round humanity attains a degree 
of perfection both of body and soul,-of intellect and 
spirituality, which ordinary mortals of the present 
epoch will not readily realise in their imaginations. 
')'he most supreme combinations of wisdom, goodness 
and transcendental enlightenment which the world has 
ever seen or thought of, will represent the ordinary 
type of manhood. 'l'hose faculties which now, in the rare 
efflorescence of a generation, enable some extraordinarily 
gifted persons to explore the mysteries of N atnre and 
gather the knowledge of which some crumbs are now 
being offered (through these writings and in athOl' 
ways) to the Ol'dinary world, will then be the common 
apanage of all. As to what the seventh Round will be 
like, the most communicati ve occult teachers are solemnly 
silent. Mankind in the seventh Round will be something 
nltogetllCr too god-like fOl' mankind in the fourth 
Round to forecast its attributes. 

During the occupation of any planet by the human life
wave, each individual monad is inevitably incarnated 
many times. This has been partly explained already 
in Ji'ragment No. V. If one eXIstence only be passed by 
the monad in each of the branch races through which 
it must pass at least once, the total number accomplished 
during a Round peI·iod on ont) planet, would be 343,-tha 
third power of 1. But as a matter of fact each monad is 
incarnated twice in each of the branch races, and also 
comes iu,necessarily for some few extra incarnations as well, 
]<'01' reasons Which is not easy for the outsider to divine,. 
the possessors .0£ occult knowledge are especially reluc
tant to gil'e OlJt nllJllerical facts relating to cosmogony, 

though it is hard for the uninitiated to understand why 
these should be withheld. At present, for example, wo 
shall not be able to state what is the actual duration, ill 
years, of the Round period. But a concession which only 
those who have long been students of occultism by the oM 
method will fully appreciate, has been made about the nnm
bel'S with which we are immediately concerned; and this 
concession is valuable at all events, as it helps to eluci
date an interesting fact connected with evolution, on the 
threshold of which we have now arrived. This fact iii 
that while the earth, for example, is inhabited as at 
present, by fourth Round humanity, by the wave of 
human life, that is to say, on its fourth journey round the 
circle of the worlds, there may be present among us SOlDO 
few persons, few in relation to tlle total number, who, 
properly speaking, belong to the fifth Round. Now, in 
the sense of the term at present employed, it must not 
be supposed that by any miraculous process, any 
individual unit has actually travelled round the 
whole chain of worlds once more often than his compeers. 
Under the explanations just given as to the way the 
tide-wave of humanity progresses, it will be seen that 
this is impossible. Humanity has not yet paid its fifth 
visit even to the planet next in advance of our own. But 
individual monads may outstrip their companions as re
gards their individual development, and so become ex
actly as mankind generally will be when the fifth Round has 
been fully evolved. And this may be accomplished in 
two ways. A man born as an ordinary fourth Round man, 
may, by processes of occult training, convert himself into 
a lDan having all the attributes of a fifth Round man and 
so become what we may call an artificial fifth-Rounder. 
But independently of all exertions made by man in his 
present incarnation, a man may also be born a fifth
Rounder, though in the miJst of fourth Round humanity, 
by virtue of the total number of his previous incarnations. 

If ill stands for the normal number of incarnations 
which in the course of nature a monad must go tlll'ongh 
during a round period on one planet, and 11 for the m!1rgiu 
of extra incarnations into which by a strong desire fol' 
physical life he may force himself during such a period, 
then, as a matter of fact, 24l (m )( y) may exceed 28;v ; 
that is to say, in 3l Rounds a monad may haveaccom
plished as many incarnations as an ordinary monad wouhl 
have accomplished in four complete Rounds. In less than 
3l Rounds the result could llot have been attained, so 
that it is only now that we have passed the half way 
point of evolution on this half way planet, that the fifth
Rounders are beginning to drop in. 

It is not possible in the nature of things that a monad 
can do more than outstl'ip his companions by,nore than one 
Round. 'fhis consideration notwithstanding Uuddha ~tJa$ 
a sixth Round man, but this fact has to do with a great 
mystery outside the limits of the present calculation. 
Enough for the moment to say that the evolution of It 

BudJha relates to something morc than mere incarna
tions within the limits of one planetary chnin. 

Since large numbers of lives have been recognised ill 
the above calculations as following one anotlwr in the 
successive incarnations of an individual monad, it is im
portant here, with the view of averting misconceptions 
to point out that the periods of time over which these 
incarnations range are so great that vast intervals sepa
l'ate them, numerous as they are. As stated above, we 
cannot just now give the actual duration .of the Round
periods. Nor indeed could any figures be quoted as in
dicating the duration of all Round-periods equally, for 
~hese vary in length within Vel'y wide limits. But here 
is a simple fact which has been defil1ite~y stated on tho 
highest occult authOl·ity we are concerned with. The 
present I'ace of humanity, the present 5th !'ace Qf the 4th 
Hound pet·iod, began to evolve about one million of years 
ago. Now it is not yot finished; but supposing that g, 

million years h~d constituted the cqmplete life of t.he 
race, how would it have 'been divided up fol' each. 1l1-

4 
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. dividllal monad? In a race there must be rather more than 
100, and there can hardly be 120 incarnations for an in
(Lividnalmonad. But say even there have been already 
L20 incarnations for monads in the present race already. 
And say that the average life of each incarnation was a 
century, even then we should only have 12,000 years out 
of the million spent in physical existence, against 988,000 
years spent in the subjective sphere, or there would be 
;1l1 average of more than 8,000 years between each incar
nation. * Certainly these intervenmg periods al'e of very 
,-al'iable length, but they cannot contract to anything 
less than abont 1,500 years, in any case,-leaving out of 
account of COllrse the case of adepts who have placed them
i'slves qnite outside the operation of the ordinary law,~ 
and 1,500 years if not a quite impossibly short, wou!d be 
an extraordinarily brief interval between two rebIrths. 

• 
THE OA VE OF 'THE EOHOES. 
A Sl'ItANGE BUT A TRUE STORy.t 

IN one of the distant governments of the Russian 
t'mpire in a small town, on the very borders of Siberia, 
a mysterious tragedy occurred some twenty-five years ago. 
- About six versts from the little town of P--, famous 

EoI' the wild beauty of its scenery, and for the wealth of 
its inhabitants-generally proprietors of mines and iron 
foundries-stood an aristocratic mansion. Its household 
consisted of the master, a rich old bachelor, and his 
I>l'other a widower and the father of two sons and 
t LIree d~ughters. It was. known t~at ~he proprietor, ¥r. 
-r 7.vertzoff, -had adopted Ius brother s chIldren, and, haVIng 
formed an especial attachment for his eldest nephew, Nicho
las, he had made him the sole heir to h!s numerous estates. 

Time rolled on. The uncle was gettmg old, the nephew 
i'(lming of age. Days and ye~rs had passed ~n monoto
lions serenity, when, on the hItherto clear hOrIzon of the 
(lniet fa~ily, appea~'e~ a cloud. On an unlucky da:}" one 
(lr the meces took It mto her head to study the ZIther. 
The iustrument being of purely Teutonic origin, and no 
h'acher for its speciality residing in the neighbourhood, 
the indulgent uncle sent to St. Petersburg for both. 
After diligent researc~ only. one Professor c~ul~l be 
!'ound willing to trust hImself III such .close proxnlllt.v: to 
'';iberia. It was an old German artIst, who, sharmg 
("lImlly his earthly affections between h.is ins~rument and 
:1 pretty blonde daughter, would part wl~h nClther. And 
thus it came to pass that, one fine mormng, the old Pro
fp8sor arrived at the mansion with his music-box under 
('liP arm and his fair MUllchen leaning OIl the other. 

Ft'onl that day, the little cloud began growing rapidly; 
ror, every vibration of the melodious instrument found.a 
I\,,;ponsive echo in the old bachelor's heart. MUSIC 
:ilmkens love, they say, and the work begun by the 
xither was completod by Munchen's blue eyes. At the 
('xpiration of six months the niece had beco~e an expert 
zither-player, and the ~ncle :vas desperate~y m love. . 

One morning, gathermg hIS adopted fam~ly around hnll, 
hr embraced them all very tenderly, prOllllsed to remem
l'l'r them in his will, and wound up by declaring his inal
tcmble resolution to marry the blue-eyed Munchen. 
After which he fell upon their necks and wept in silent 
rapture. The fan:ily, .understanding that t~ey Were 
dlcated out of the mhentance, also wept; but It was for 
::Illother cause. Having thus wept, they consoled them
~d \'es and tried their best to rejoice, for the old gentle
limn was sincerely beloved by all. N ot ~ll of thel~ re
:ioiced though. Nicholas, who had been hImself s~lltten 
to the heart by the pretty German, and found hImself 
:It mice defrauded of his belle and his uncle's money, 
lIl'ilher rejoiced nor consoled himself, but disappeared 
\,<,1' a whole day. 
":;' See in this connoctiOli page 35 of Vol. I of Isis Unveiled, beginning 

"~" t.J.c·-last paragraph of pnge 34. . 
. t This story is given from tho nnrrativo of an eye,wItness, a Rus

Binll-_ gentleman, _vElry pious, ItlHl fully trustworthy. .M.oreo.ver, t~o 
I'ncts aro' c6pied from t11e_ police records of P--. Tho eye-witness III 

,inestion attributes it of course partly to divine interference and 
partly to the Evil One.~Ed. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Izvertzoff had given orders to prepare 
his travelling carriage for the following morning. It was 
whispered that he was going to the Government town, at 
some distance from there, with the intention of altering 
llis will. Though very wealthy, he had no superinten
dent on his estate, but kept his books himself. The 
same evening, after supper, he was heard in his room 
scolding angrily at his servant, who had been in his 
service for over thirty years. This man, Ivan, was a 
native of N orthel'u Asia, from Kamtchatka. Brought 
up by the family in the Christian religion, he was 
thought very milch attached to his master. A few days 
later, when the first tragic circumstance I am about to 
relate, had brought all the Police force to the spot, it was 
remembered that I van was drunk on that night; that 
his master, who had a. horror of this vice, had paternally 
thrashed him and turned him out of his room; and that 
I van had been seen reeling out of the door and heard to 
mutter threats. 

There was on the vast domain of Mr. Izvertzoff a 
curiolls cavern, which excited the curiosity of all who 
visited it. I t exists to this day, and is well known 
to every inhabitant of P. * * * A pine forest, which 
begins nearly at the garden gate, climbs in steep terraces 
up to a long range of rocky hills, which it covers with 
a broad belt of impenetrable vegetation. The grotto lead
ing to this place which is known as the "Cave of the 
Echoes," was situated about half a mile from the mansion, 
from which it appeared as a small excavation iu the hill 
side, almost hidden by luxuriant plants, but not so as to 
prevellt any person entering it from being readily seen 
from the terrace of the house. Entering the grotto, the 
explorer finds at the rear a narrow cleft, having passed 
which he emerges into a lofty cavern, feebly lighted 
through fissures in a ceiling fifty feet high. The cavern 
itself is immense, and could easily hold between two and 
three thousand people. A part of it was then paved with 
flags, and often used in the summeras a ball-room by picnic
parties. Of an irregular oval, it gradually narrows into a 
broad corridor, which runs for several miles under ground, 
intercepted here and there by other chambers, as large 
and lofty as the ball-room, but, unlike the first, im
passable otherwise than in a b~at, as they are alw~ys 
full of water. 'rhese natural basms have the reputatIOn 
of being unfathomable. 

On the margin of the first of these, was a small plat
form, with several mossy rustic seats arranged on it, and 
it is from this spot that all the phenomenal echoes are 
heard in all their weirdness. A word pronounced in a 
whisper or a sigh seems caught up by endless mocking 
voices, and instead of diminishing in volume, as honest 
echoes do the sound grows louder at every successive 
repetition,' until at last it burs~s forth ~ik~ the r~percussion 
of a pistol-shot, and recedes m a plamtlVe waIl down the 
corridor. 

On the evening in question M. Izvertzoff had men
tioned his intention to have a dancing party in this cave 
on his wedding clay, which he had fixed for an early date. 
On the following morning, while preparing for his de
parture, he was seen by his family entering the grotto, 
accompanied only by the Siberian. Half an hour later 
Ivan returned to the mansion for a snuff-box, which his 
master had forgotten in his room, and went back with it 
to the cave. An hour later the whole house was startled 
with his loud cries. Pale and dripping with water, Ivan 
rushed in like a mad man and declared that M. Izvertzoff 
was nowhere to be found in the cave. Thinking he had 
fallen into the lake, he had dived into the first basin in 
search of him, mid got nearly drowned himself. 

The day passed in vain attempts to find the body. 
The Police filled the house, and louder than the rest in 
his despair seemed Nicholas, the nephew,- who had 
returned home only to receive the sad tidings. 
_ A. dark suspicion fell upon I van, the Siberian. He 

had been struck by his master the- night before, and had 
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. tions, the quantity has no real importance. Thus, for 
instance, when alcohol has to be inhaled, it makes no differ
ence in the result obtained whether it.'! surface covers an area 
of one square inch or that of a large plate. 

In the next number it is proposed to show the enormous 
light that Y roger's discoveries of thiR new application of the 
chronoscope throws upon homceopathy in general, and the 
doubted efficacity of the infinitesimal doses in countless 
dilutions-especially. 

• 
FRAGjJfENTS OF OCOULT TRUTH. 

By A LAY CHELA. 

No. VIII. 

TUE PROGRESS OF HUMANITY. 

THE conrse of Nature provides, as the reader will now 
have seen, for the indefinite progress towards highcr 
phases of existence of all human entities. But no less 
will it have been seen that by endowing these entities as 
they advance with ever-increasing faculties, and hy 
constantly enlarging the scope of their activity. natnre 
also furnishes each human entity with more and more 
decisive opportunities of choosing between good and evil. 
In the earlier rounds of humanity this privilege of 
selection is not well doveloped, and responsibility of 
action is correspondingly incomplete. The earlier rounrls 
of humanity in fact do not invest the Bgo with spiritual 
responsibility at all in the large sense of the term which 
we are now approaching. The devachanic periods 
which follow each objective existence in turn dispose 
fully of its merits, demerits, and the most deplorable 
p~rsonality which the Bgo during the first half of its 
evolution ca.n possibly develope is merely dropped ont of 
the account as regards the larger undertaking, while the 
erring personality itself pays its relatively brief pena}t,y, 
and troubles nature no more. Bnt UlC second half of the 
great evolutionary period is carried on on different prin
ciples. The phases of existence which are now coming 
into view, cannot be entered npon by the Ego without 
positive merits of its own appropriate to the new develop
ment in prospect; it is not enough that the now fully 
reRponsible and highly gifted being which man becomes, 
at the great turning point of his career should float idly 
on the stream of progress; he must begin to swim, if he 
wishes to push his way forward. 

Debarred by the complexit.y of the subject from 
dealing with all its features simultaneously, onr survey of 
nature has so far contemplated the seven rounds of human 
development, which constitute the whole planetary unrlor
taking with which we are concerned as a continuous series 
throughout which it is the natural destiny of humanity 
in general to pass. But it will be remembered that 
humanity in the sixth round has been spoken of as so 
highly developed that the sublime faculties and attributes 
of the highest adeptships are the common apanage of all ; 
while in the seventh round the race has almost emerged 
from humanity" into divinity. Now every human being 
in this stage of development will still be identified by an 
uninterrupted connexion, with all the personalities which 
have been strung upon that thread of life from the be
ginning of the great evolutionary process. Is it conceivable 
that the character of such personalities, is of no conse
quence in the long run, and that two god-like beings might 
stand side hy side in the seventh round, developed, the 
one from a long series of blameless and serviceaLle exist
ences, the other from an equally long series of evil and 
grovelling lines! That surely could not come to pass, 
nnd we have to ask now how do we find the congruities 
of nature preserved compatibly with the appointed evolu
t,ion of humanity to the higher forms of existence 
which crown the edifice. 

Just as childhood is irresponsible for its acts, the 
earlier races of humanity are irresponsible for theirs; but 
there comes the period of full growth, when the complete 
development of the faculties which enable the individu
al man to choose between good and evil, in the single 
life with which he is for the moment concerned, enable 
the continuoufl Rgo also to make its final selection. 
That period, that enormous period for nature, is in no 
hurry to catch its creatu res in a trap in such a matter 
as this,-is barely yet beginning, and a complete round 
period around the seven worlds will have to be gone 
through before it is over until the middle of t.he fifth 
period is passed on this Earth, the great question-t.o 
be or not to be for the future-is not irrevocably settled. 
vVe are coming now into the possession of the faculties 
which render man a fully responsible being, but we have 
yet to employ those faculties during the maturity of 
our Ego-hood in the manner which shall determilJe the 
vast consequences hereafter. 

It is during the first half of the fifth round that the 
struggle principally takes place. Till then the ordi
nary course of life may be a good or a bad preparat,ion 
for the struggle, but cannot fairly be described as the 
struggle itself. And now we have to examine the nature 
of the struggle. so far merely spoken of as the selection 
between good and evil. That is in no wayan inaccurate, 
but it is an incomplete, defiuition. 

The ever-recurring and ever-threatened conflict between 
intellect and spirituality is the phenomenon to be now 
examined, the common place conceptions which these two 
words denote must of course be expanded to some extent. 
before the occult conception is realised, for European 
habits of thinking are rather apt to set up in the mind 
an ignoble image of spirituality as an attribute of the 
character rather than of the mind itself,-a pale goody~ 
goodiness hourof an attachment to religious ceremonial and 
of devout aspirations, no matter to what wllimsica.lnotions 
of IIeaven and Divinity in which the" spiritually-minded" 
person may have been brought up. Spirituality in the 
occult sense has little or nothing to do with feeling 
devout; it has to do with the capacity of the mind for 
&ssimilating knowledge atthe fountain head of knowledge 
itseIf,-of absolute knowledge,-instead of by the circuit
ous and laborious process of ratiocination. 

The development of pure intellect, the ratiocinative 
facnlty, has been the business of European nations for 
so long, and in this department of human progress they 
have achieved such magnificent triumphs that nothing 
in occult philosophy will be less acceptable to European 
thinkerR at first, and while the ideas at stake are imper
fectly grasped, than the first aspect of the occult theory 
concerning intellect and spirituality,-but this dops not 
arise so much from the under-tendency of occult science 
to depreciate intellect as from the under-tendency of 
modern western speculation to depreciate spirituality. 
Broadly speaking, so far western philosophy has had no' 
opportunity of appreciating spirituality; it has not been 
made acquainted with the range of the inner faculties of 
limn; it has merely groped blindly in the direction of a I 

belief that such inner faculties existed, and Kant himself, 
the greatest modern exponent of that idea, does little 
more than contend that there is such a faculty as intui
tion,-if we only find how to work with it. 

The process of working with it is occult science in its 
highest aspect,-the cultivation of spirituality. The 
cultivation of mere power over the forces of nature, the 
investigation of some of her subtler secrets as regards 
the inner principles controlling physical results, is occult 
science in its lowest aspects, ana into that lower region 
of its activity mere physicai science may, or even must, 
gradually run up. But the acquisition by mere intel
lect,-physicai science in excelsis-of privileges which 
ai·e the proper apanages of spirituality, is one of the 
dangers of that struggle which decides the ultimate 
destiny of the human Ego. For there is one thing which 
intellectual processes do not help mankind to realise, and, 
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that is the nature and supreme excellence of spiritual 
existence. On the contrary intellect arises out of 
physical causes,-the perfection of the physical brain,
and tends only to physical results,-the perfection of 
material welfare. Although as a concession to H weak 
brethren" and "religion," on which it looks with good
humoured contempt, modern intellect does not COn
demn spirituality, it certainly treats the physical human 
life as the only serious business with which grave men, 
or even earnest philanthrophists, can concern themselves. 
But obviously if spiritual existence, vivid subjective 
consciousness, really does go on foJ,' periods greater than 
the periods of intellectual physical existence in the ratio 
as we have seen in discerning the Devachanic condition, 
in the ratio of 82 to 1, at least then surely man's subjec
tive existence is more important than his physical exist
ence, and intellect in error when all its efforts are bent 
on the amelioration of the physical existence. 

thereof. But there ·are hints pojnting in the direction of 
such proof all around us if we have but the patience 
to examine their true bearings. It is idle to say, in 
fact merely for one thing, of the phenomena of 
clairvoyance,-crude and ~mperfect as those have 
been which have' pushed themselves on the atten
tion of the world-that there are no other avenues to 
consciousness but those of the five senses. Certainly in 
the ordinary world the clairvoyant faculty is an exceed
ingly rare one, but indicates the existence in man of a 
potential faculty the nature of which, as inferred 
from its slightest manifestation, must obviously be capa
ble in its highest development of leading to a direct 
assimilation of knowledge independently of observation. 
One of the most embarrassing difficulties that besets the 
present attempt to translate the Esoteric Doctrine into 
plain language, is due really to the fact that spiritual 
perceptiveness, apart from all ordinary processes by which 
knowledge is acquired, is a great and grand possibility 
of human nature. It is by that method in the regular 
course of occult training that adepts impart instruction 
to their pupils. They awaken the dormant sense in the 
pupil, and through this they imbue his mind with a know
ledge that such and such a doctrine is the real truth. 
The whole scheme of evolution which the foregoing 
chlltpters have pourtrayed, infiltrates into. the regular 
Chela's mind by reason of the fact that he IS made to see 
the processes taking place by clairvoyant vision. There 
are no words used in his instruction at all. And adepts 
themselves to whom the facts and processes of nature 
are familia~ as our five fingers to us, find it difficult to 
explain in a treatise w~ich the.y cannot illustr?'te for us, 
by producing mental pICtures m our dorma,nt SIxth sense, 
the comple~ anatomy of the planetary system. 

These considerations show how the choice between 
good and evil,-which has to be made by the human 
l!:go in the course of the great struggle between intellect 
and spirituality-is not?' mere choice b~tween id~as as 
plainly contrasted as WICkedness and vIrtue. It IS not 
so rough a ques~ion as that, whether a man ~~ wicke~ or 
virtuous which must really at the final crItIcal turnmg 
point d~cide whether he shall continue to live and 
develope into higher phasesof existence or cease to live 
altogether. The truth of the matter (if it is not impru
dent at this state of our progress to brush the surface of 
a new mystery) that the question, to be or not to be, is 
not settled by r.eference to the questi.on w~ether a man 
be wicked or VIrtuOUS at all. It WIll plamly be seen 
eventually that there must be evil spirituali:y as well a:s 
good spirituality. So that the great questIOn. of contI
nued existence turns altogether and of necessIty on the 
question o.f spirituality as compared wi.th l!hysicality. 
'1'he point IS not so much "shall a man hve, IS he good 
enough to be permitte~ to live ~ny longer as," " ~an the 
men live any longer m the hIgher levels of eXIstence 
into which humanity must at last evolve." Has he 
qualified himself to live by the cultivation of the durable 
portion of his nature? If not he has got to the end_ of 
his tether. The destiny which must befal him is anni
hilation not necessarily suffering in a conscious existence 
but that dissolution that must befal the soul which has 
wholly assimilated itself to matter-into the eighth sphere 
of pure matter that Ego must descend, which is unfitted 
to go on any further in the upward spiral path around 
the planetary chain. 

This is the great meaning of the occult doctrine that, 
H to be immortal in good, ohe must identify oneself with 
God: to be immortal in evil with Satan. These are 
the two poles of the world of souls; between these two 
poles vegetate a~d die without. reme~brance the useless 
portion of mankmd." The elllgma, lIke all occult for
mulas has a lesser application (fitting the microcosm 
a.s weil as the macrocosm), and in its lesser significance 
refers to Devachan and Avitchi, and the blank destiny of 
colourless personalities; but in its more important bear
ing it relates to the final sorting out of h.uI?a~ity at the 
middle of the great fifth round, the anlllhIlatIOn of the 
utterly unspiritual Egos ~nd the pass~ge onwar~ of t~e 
others to be immortal III good or Immortal III evIl. 
Precisely the same meaning attaches to "Revelations" 
(iii. 15-16) I( I would thou wert cold or hot; so then 
because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 
will spue thee out of my mouth." Spirituality then is 
not devout aspiration; it is the highest kind of intellec
tion, that which takes cognisance of the working of 
nature by direct assimilation of the mind with her high-
est principles. 'rhe objection which physical intelli
gElUce will bring against this view· is that the mind can 
cogllise nothing except by observation of phenomena 
'and reasoning thereon. ~'hat is the lllistake: it can, 
and the existence of occult sicence is ~he highest proof 

Certainly it is not to be expected that mankind as yet 
should be generally consc~o~s of possessing the si~t~ 
sense, for the day of its act.lvlty has not yet co~e. 'lhls 
consideration may serve to mtroduce a hIghly Important 
fact connected with evolution which has been passed 
over in silence till now. Each round in turn is devoted 
to his perfection in man of the ('orr~sponding pri.nciple 
in its numerical order to its preparatIOn for aSSImIlatIOn 
with the next. The earlier rounds have been described 
as concerned with man in a shadowy loosely organised, 
unintelligent form. The f~urth. round in which.w~ are 
now engaged, is the round m whICh .the f~urt.h :prmClple, 
Will, Desire, is fully developed, and 11l W~lC~ It IS engag
ed in assimilating itself with the fifth prlllClple. Reaso!!, 
Intelligence in the fifth r~und, .the completely devel?ped 
Reason Intellect or soul, III whICh the Ego then reSIdes, 
must a;similate itself to the sixth principle, spirituality, 
or give up the business of existence altogether. 

All readers of Bhuddist literature are familiar with the 
constant references made there to the Arhat's union of 
his soul with" God." ~'his, in other words, is the premature 
development of his sixth principle .. H? forces himself 
right up through all the obstacles whICh Imped~ such an 
operation in the case of a fourth-round man, mto. that 
stage of evolution which awaits the rest of humalllty,
or rather as much'of humanity as may reach it in the 
ordinary course of nature,-in the latter part of the ~fth 
round. And in doing this it' will be observed he tIdes 
himself right over the great. period of danger-;-the 
middle of the fifth round. That IS the stupendous achIeve
ment of the adept as regards his own personal interests. 
He has reached the further sbore of the sea in which so 
many of mankind will perish. He wait.s the;e in a con
tentment which people cannot even reahse WIthout some 
glimmerings of spiritu~li~y-of the sixth s~llEe themselves 
for the arrival there of hIS future compalllons. He does 
not wait in his phy.sical body,-let me hasten .t~ add to 
avoid misconstructIOn-but when at last pnvtZeged to 
1'esign this, in a spiritqal condition which we have not yet 
endeavoured to describe. 

• 
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DEV ACHAN. 

WILL you . .kindly permit me a question? 
In Vol. 4, No.2, on page 29, I find, that in the state descn

hed as Devachan the spiritual monad leads for very long 
periods an existence o~ unalloye~ ~atisf~ction and. c.onscious 
Imjoyment, however without actIvity, w~thout eXCltU?g con
It'asts between pain and pleasure, wIthout pursuIt and 
achievement. 

Now, how can a conscious existence without activity or 
l'ursuit be one of satisfaction or enjoyment p. Would not 
annihilation be preferable to such a state of I?-dolence P In 
t.he Christian heaven there is at least the wavmg of palm
leaves and harping. A poor amusement indeed; but better 
t.han nothing P-Please explain. 

Hoping that my inquisitiveness will give no offence. 

GEORGETOWN, 1 I am very respectfully, 
COLORADO, Your obedient servant, 

Jantta1'Y, 31. R. HARTMANN. F. T. S. 
EDITOR'S NOTE :-Our correspondenL's question has been already 

onticipated by the important appe.ndices o.dd~d. to the ~e.ceut 
".Fragment" 011 Devachl1.ll. 'fo reahse the conditIOns of spiritual 
f'Xistellce of any sort it is necessary to get above th~ plane of 
merely physical pel·ceptions. One cannot see· the thmgs of the 
spirit with the eyes of the flesh, and one cannot s.uccessfully 
appreciate SUbjective phenomena hy help only of those mtellectuo.l 
J"cfiecLiort!! whi6h appertain to hhe physical senses. II How ca,? a 
conscious existence without activity or pm'suit he one of satis
faction or enjoyment P" It would ollly emphasise the mistaken ideo. 
which this qnestion emhodies if one ·were to ask instead," how 
can 0. collscious existence without athletic sports rmd hunting be 
one of enjuyment P" 'rhe crn.vings of man's allimal or even 
bodily human liature are not permanent in their character. 'l'he 
dema.uds of the milld are different from those of the body. IIi 
physical life an ever recurring desire for change impress~s ~ur 
imagination with the idea that there can b,: no contlllmty 
of contentnient, without variety of occnpatlOn and amuse
ment. To realise completely the way in which, a single 
"ein of spiritual c~msciousness mn.y continue. for consider
nble periods of time 1,0 engage the attentIOn-not only 
the cOlltenl ed, but the delighted attention ,-of II. spiritual 
entity, is probably pOSSible o!1ly. for person~ who alrea~y 
ill life 11I\\"e developcd certn.m mner fn.cultles, dormant 1U 

lIlnnkind at lal'ae. But meanwhile our present correspondent 
may perhaps d;rive some sl1;tisfaction, from tho fact,-!,s explained 
in recent essays 011 the subJect,-that one sort of varlety IS deve-. 
loped in Devnchan in 0. very hi~h degree; viz., .the . vari~ty 
which lIatul':\lIy grows ont of the Simple themes set m VibratIOn 
durina life. Immense growths for example, of knowledge itself 
8re p;ssible in Devnchnn, for the Rph'itua! enl.i~y which h~s begun 
the" pursuit" of snch knowledge dUflng bfe. Nothmg cn.n 
happen to a spirit in Devachnll, the key.note of which has 
not been struck during life; the conditions of a subjeotive 
existence are sllch that the importation of quite external impulses 
aud alien thouC7hts is impossible, But the seed of thought 
Ollce sown,-th; CIII'fent of thoughts once set going (the meta.· 
phor may fl'eely be val·ied to suit any taste,)-and then its deve
lopmem.s in devaclmll1l1ay he infinite for .the sixth sense there, and 
the sixth principle are ollr instrllctorEt, and in RlICh society there 
can be 110 isolation, as physical humnlliLY understnnds the term. 
The spiritual ego ill fact, under the tuition of his own sixth 
"rinciple, need be in 110 fear of being dull, and would be as. 
likely to sigh for a doll's house or 1\ box of ninepins as fOl'the 
harps and lJalm·leaves of the medireval Heaven, 

TIlE SEVENTEEN.RA YED SUN·DISC. 
(The following interesting lett,er was I'eceived by us from 

:Fresno, Ca.lifornin.. As it is a private one, we can give but ex
tracts from it.-Ed.] 

EXPLORING Copan and Quinqua in Honduras and Guatemala 
last year, I had the good fortune to make a discovery, which 
1 am sure will interest you. As you are aware, the most 
prominent sculptured monuments in Copan consist of four
Hided columns of from 10 to 12 feet high. These columns 
represent generally only on one side large sculptured person
ages in high relief. 

. The' other sidcs again contain ornaments and glyphic 
inscriptions, hitherto not read or deciphered. 'OJIe pillar 
not previously described, however, contains only hieroglyphics 

. a.rranged on all sides. It seems to be a record perhaps of 
laws, perhaps of historical events. This pillar is about 10 
feet high, and the sides 3 and 4 feet wide respectively. But the 
most remarkable is that this pillar was covered by a cap in tho 
Ilhape of a very low truncate pyramid. On this pyramid was seen 
a forced dead head of colossal dimensions and surrounding 
lhe Bame was an expa.nded "sun-disc," crowning the very cap. 

The rays of the sun-disc were distinctly marked. The simi
larity of the same and the sun-discs common in the Egyptian 
monuments was so marked, that it immediately struck me 
that the number of rays must be 17, the sacred number of 
the Egyptian sun-disc. Upon counting the rays they were 
found to be as expected-l7. 

Now is this a pure "coincidence" or is it another link in 
the broken and scattered chain, whose finding points toward 
an ancient connection between the Central American peoples; 
the Mayas and other races, and the Egyptians by means of a. 
connecting Atlantis P 

Another curiosity, naturally a " coincidence," is worthy of 
notice. One of these sculptured personages dressed in priestly 
robes and holding in his hand a small square box, has his 
legs above the sandals ornamented with the CRESCENT. The 
Rame sign was used by the Romans to signify immortality 
and similarly placed above the sandals. 

Cannot your trans-Himalayan Brothers give us any clue 
to these hieroglyphics inscribed on the Central American 
Monuments P Or have you no Psychometl'ists who could 
decipher them psychometrically. If anyone should be will~ 
ing to try to do so, I would send him a small portion of 
one of the glyphs I have in my possession, and may be some 
good will come out of it. . 

E. G. 
EDITOR'S NOTE;-Assttredly the discovery mentioned in the above 

letter,-the pillar with its 17·rayed sun-disc,-points once more to 
an ancient connexion between the central American peoples and 
the lost continent of Atlantis. The uniformity in the symbolical 
meanings of American antiquities, and of antiquities connected 
with .. the wis{\om religion" in Egypt or any otbel' pat·ta 
of Europe or Asia where they nmy be observed, is cer· 
tainly far more remarkable than would be agreeable to theorists 
who wish to acconnt for it by help of that hard·worked servant
coincidence. It has been traced with gl'eat patience through 
many different departments of aI"Chreology by :Mr. Donnelly 
in bis recent "Atlantis; or the Antidiluvian 'Vorld." 'l'be 
Eecond part of tbe title of this volume, hy the by, will not be 
quite acceptable to students of the subject who approach it froll1 
the side of occult science. 'L'he deluge is better left· alone until 
cosmogony is more generally understood than at present. 
There is no one deluge that can conveniently be taken as a 
tnrning point in the world's history,-with everything befOl'o 
that antedil uvian, aud everything of later date-postdiluvian .. 
'fbel'e have hecn many sllch deluges cutting tbe variol1s races 
of mankind at thc nppointed time iu their development. 'fhe 
tlituation has alrendy been referred to in the "Fragments of Occult 
'I.'ruth." During the occupation of the Earth for one pedod by 
the gl'eat tidal wa\"e of humanity, seven great races are succeR' 
sively developed, their end being in every case marked by a 
tremendous cataclym which changes the face of tbe earth in the 
distribution of land and water. 'l'he prcsent race of mankind, as 
often stated, is the fifth race. The inhabitants of tbe great conti
llent of Atlantis were the fourth race. Wheu I.hey were in their 
prime, the Enropean continent was not in exishence as we knOlV 
it now, but none the less WRS there fl'ee communication between 
AtlantiB and BIIOh portions of gurope as did exist, and Egypt. 
'l'he ancient Egyptians themsel\"es wero not an Atlantic colo
ny. MI'. Donnelly is mistaken 011 that point, but the wisdom 
Iteligion of the initiates was certnillly identical and hence the 
identities of symbolical sculpture. 'l'his is what the ., HimalaYll1l 
Drothers" say, wbether any of Ollr psychometflRts will see allY 
further,depends on the degl'ee of their developmellt, at any I'I1te, 
we accept the offer of our esteemed cOI'I'e8pollden~ with thanl<s 
and will expect the promised portion of the glypt, before wo 
venture to say anything further. 

KUMARILA BHATTA. 

IN the Editorial note in reply to a Hindu Theosophist's 
query, whether SOllle Rishis of .old do exist in the flesh and 
blood, you pertinently aRk him whether he is prepai'ed to 
accept literally the popular interpretation of-
(Ahalyaya jarah surapati rabhudatmatanayam; praja natho, 
&c. &c.,) wherein Indra is accused of adultery with Ahalya 
and Brooma of attempting criminal violence on the person 
of her own daughter; and you refer him to Kamarila Bhat.ta 
(not Kulluka Bhatta as the printer's devils make you say). 
For the edification of your readers, such as may not readily 
lay hold of the passage alluded to, I beg to transcribe the 
learned Bhatta's rationalistic explanation of that mythical 
tradition. The translation in English that follows is 11'001 

the pen of Dr. Max Muller, and is taken from his history of 
ancient Sanskrit Literature, p. 529:- . 

" Prajapati, the lord of the creation, is the name of the sun; 
and he is called so, because he protects all creatures. Hill 
daughter Ushas is the dawn. And wilen it is said that he 
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mesmerism, the concentrated and purified essence, so to 
Ilpeak, of the magnetic forces of Nature in their crude 
and unrefined state. 

"Every living body"-writes MOllS. Cazelleuve-" is 
an electrical nut! magnetical apparatus with functions 
IInder atmospheric influence-the reservoir of the two 
electricities. Ampere has proved it. .. 'rhe habitual 
I"wlCtioll of the muscles has to be attributed to the effect 
produced by a current the fountain head of which is none 
other than our WILL." 

Now" lH.Edard, a veritable human torpilla, finds in 
himself the elemcnts which furnish him with the means of 
producing a well regulated vibration to the degree that is 
needed, in the a/l"Oady vibrating orgauism and the 
materials which compose his electro-magnctic appara-
tuses ...... " Onc can imagine the results that can be pro-
ducea by the illtelligent guidance of the magncto-electric 
currents. One of the most curious of his experiments is 
that of the so-called « dry bath-" an inv9ution of Mr. 
Edard. 

A vast room in his house at Passy (near Paris), 22, Fue 
Dubare, that any oue can visit, is devoted specially to this 
operation. A lal'ge automatical arm chair, is the chief 
electro-magnetic apparatus in the experiment and of an 
enormous power. The patients under treatment are 
placed in it ...... Insulated by four glass cups and a thin 
1-1.yer of gutta-percha from tho floor, the arm chair rests on 
1\ carpet coverillg 1419 sheaths of canvas lmed with 
the oxyidized ore of magnetic iron. The ann chair fur
llished inside with a mechanism of 36 spools and arma
tures of soft iron, finds itself at a give]] moment nnder the 
influence of a magnetic current produced hy five elements 
(the great model of a « Gaiffe-pile" with a basis of bi
chromate of potassium). The heat disengaged by the 
arm-chair strongly disposes the patient to receive the 
special electl'o-atmospheric action proceeding from the 
disengagement of the ozone* generated by a powerful 
statical machine of Oltz, placed in simultaneous com
munication with the sheaths that cover an area of 24 
liquare metres of the floor. In this particular state of 
chemical act.ivity, the oxygen acquires phYRiological pro
perties that act directly upon the organism in sur
exciting its functions. 

Ozone, as everyone well knows, exists wherever there 
is an active vegetation, as iI~ the fields, tho forests, etc., 
whereas there is a considerable diminution of it in towns. 
Thus an artificial atmosphere impregnated with oxygen 
is being created and must act beneficially upon the 
patients who are dying for the need of it ... " Thus Mr. 
Ellard bathes himself and his patients in this life-restor
ing atmosphere, slJ,turates himself with the effiuvia all 
charged with ozone I and thanks to the reactive force 
with which he himself is endowed, he excites a similar 
reaction in his subject ...... " 

"Another statical machine of Carre, is sometimes 
placed in communication with the patient ...... Nothing 
110 curious as to witness Mr. Edard's experiments, during 
the evening in dark. The whole room appears literally 
on fire; operator and patient, arm-chair and floor, are 
flashing with thousands of brilliant sparks. Under Mr. 
Edard's hand, the living battery, the hail' of those present, 
like luminous rays seem moved to and fro by a gentle 
breeze, standing on end and being lowered in turn, while 
under the feet of the persons present move in luminifer
ous dots innumerable sparks and cracking scintillas ... " 

The magnetic iron ore used in his apparatus is brought 
{'rom Madagascar, from Naples, from the banks of the 
Rhine, and from two places· in France, Puy-en-Velay and 
Soulac. But M. Edard accords preference to the ore 
from the last-mentioned place, although it is charged with 
a quartzose sand rendering it difficult of purification. 

It is an established fact in science that all magnetic 
. iron, whether artificial or natural, loses its magnetism 
wben exposed to a.very high temperature or when more 

-Oxygen in an active -Qr highl'y elootro-negstive state, as explained bl' 
J'araday.-Ed, 

or less oxydize.d. ~ut M. Edard ha~ found out a procesl'} 
-the .secret of wInch he keeps to lllmself-by which DO 

elevatlO.n of temperat.ure n~r oxydisation can destroy the 
magnetIsm of the mlllerallll powder that he uses in hili 
tubo~, so that this property renders his electro-magnetic 
appliances more endurmg and valuable than those which 
we have seen advertised elsewhere. 

W e conclud~ this short l1~tice of the Professor's appli
ances by draWlllg the attentIOn of our readers to an inte
resting experiment described by M. L. de Cazel1euve 
made of the vivifying efficacy of this ma.gnetic mineral 
powder. An orange tree 200 yelirs old having a girth 
of nearly 18 feet was found to bo sluggish in growth and 
losing its vitality, presaging total ruin alld death. M. 
Edard administered to it a dose of 250 grains of his 
powder and in a Hhol't time the tree gradually resumed 
its original vitality, and recovered its normal statt of 
vigour and frui t.fnlllo:-Js. Thi:> experiment thus estaLJliHhes, 
nay corl'obomtes, the fact tluLt animal life aud plant 
life al'O identical in the main alld aro but different phases 
of that mysterious Vital Force that pervades and vibratell 
throughout the whole universe. . 

We would strongly advise those of onr readers who 
suffO!' from diseases pronounced incurable by their blesHed, 
learned physicians, whose god is allopathy and themselves 
its prophets, to try the new apparatuses. They are 
extremely cheap and can be had for a few rupees. 

['rheMallager of this Journal will be most happy to ren~ 
del' services in that direction to whomsoever may need 
them.] 

• 
K ARM A. 

(An Appendix to Fragmcnt8' of Occult Truth.) 

,VITH reference to a tenet in Olle of the FrugmMlts of 
Occult 'i'ruth, a reRpected Illelll hpr of our Society-N. 
D. K.-writoR to ellquire "lVhnt J(arma propels th, 
higher Ego in to the next bi1'lh," when" a highly depraved 
pe?'8onality is dropped out." 

At the outset it may be well to repeat again what Itali 
been already RO often Rtated, namely, that the F1'agrncn~ 
being but fragmentary and incomplete, must go on exhi~ 
biting difficulties and evcn uJipa1'cnt diRcrepancies until 
the whole doctrine concerning tho after-state of the Ego 
is thoroughly mastered. But students with a tolerable 
amonnt of intuitive perception have lmd enough of philo
sophy given them, to enable the more advanced tmes to 
work out many a detail: eRpecially if they live the life 
which clears the inner vision. Few of these can be given 
in a publication that reaches the outRider afl well as the 
student of occultism. '1'here are secrets of initiation that 
it is impossible to communicate promiscuously to ,the 
world at large, for it would amount to throwing many a 
mind into a direful confusion, unless the whole doctrine 
is explained; and this no adept or even advanced neo
phyte would consent to do at this stage of the teaching. 
But this particular tenet having Leen already outlined, 
there is no further necessity of remaining silent with 
regard to thiR special detail. 

The readers of Col. Olcott's Buddhist Oatechism may 
woll recall here with advantage the following very sug
gestive passages (pages 54 and 55) :-

(( ...... In each birth the personality differs from thnt of 
the previous or noxt succeeding birth. Karma, tho deuJt 
e;e machina, masks (or shall we say reflects?) itself now 
in the personality of a sage, again as an artisan, and so 
on throughout the string of births. But though person_ 
alities ever shift, the one line of life along which thpy 
are strung like boadA, runs unbroken ...... " 

Alongside with the above quotation should Lo put the 
following from the F1'agment,q afOccult Truth, No, 1 (Octo . 
bel' 'l'heos(Fphist, Vol. III, No. I, page 19, col. 2) :-

"_ .... .'rhe time will come, no doubt, but many Btepll 
higher on the ladder, when the Ego will regain itIiJ Con. 
sciousness of all its past stages of emtence ... , .. '~ . 
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If the enquirer will realise the real meaning of these 
two quotations, he will have the key to a correct under
standing of the question as to what Karll~a propels the 
higher Ego into the next birth,when even tha', of a higlily 
depraved peJ'::!Onality is dropped out, together with the 
personal soul that weaved it out. It will be clear from 
these passages that the individuality or the spiritual 
monad is a thread upon which are stl'llllg various person
alities.· Each personality leaves its own-the higher 
tipiritual-impressions upon the divine Ego, the consci
ousness of which returni:l at a certain stage of its pro
gress, even that of the highly depraved soul that had to 
perish in th~ end. The reason for it becomes self-evident, 
if one reHects that however criminal aud lost to every 
glimmer of a higher feeling, no human soul is yet borll 
utterly depraved, and that there was a time during the 
youth of the sinful human persollality when it had 
worked out some kind or other of Karma; and that it is 
this that survives and forms the basis of the Ka1'lna to 
come. . To mf1ke it clearer, let us suppose that A lives to 
that age when a person becomes an adult and begins to 
bloom fully into life. No man, however vicious his 
natural tendency, becomes so at once. He has had there
fore time to evolve a Karma, however faint and insignifi
cant. Let us further imagine that at the age of eighteen 
or twenty A begins to give way to vice and thus gmdu
ally loses the remotest connection with his higher princi
ple. At thirty or say forty, he dies .. Now, the personality 
of A between fifteen and twenty is as little the personal
ity of A from twenty to thirty, as though it were quite 
another man. ]~ven the physiologists divide the physical 
personality into stages of seven, and show man changing 
atoms to the la::;t, every seven years. '1'he same with the 
inner mun. The fifth principle of the sensual, highly 
depraved man, may and will perish, while the J(m'mn of 
his youth, though not strong and complete enough to 
secure for him a bliss in Devachan and union with his 
higher principle-is yet sufficiently outlined to allow the 
monad a grasp on it for the next rebirth. On the other 
hand we are taught that it so happens sometimes that 
the Karma of a personality i::; not fully worked out in tho 
birth that follows. Life is made up of accidents, and the 
personality that becomes may be hiudered by circllll1-
Ioltances fl'om receiving the full due its Karma is entitled 
to, whether for good or for bad. But the Law of Retl·ibu
tion will nevel' allow itself to be cheated by blind chance. 
There is then a provision to be made, and the accounts 
that could not be settled in Ol1e birth will be squared in 
the succeeding one. 'rhe portion of the sum-total which 
could not be summed up on one column is canied for
ward to the following. For verily the many lives of 
an individual monad were well compared in the Frag
ments to the pages of an account Look-TIlE BOOK OF 
LIFE or-Lives .... 

Out of these impressions, then, wllich constitute the' 
Karma of the youth, is evolved the new personality. 
Our botanical friends may know that the croton plant 
evolves out of itself another plant, when the one already 
evolved dies out or withers away. Natlll'e must always 
progresi:l, and each fresh attempt is more successful than 
the previolls one. 'rhis fresh evolution is due to the 
latent potentiality of lifo it has within itself. In the 
lIame manner, although one particular personality may 
be so far depraved as to be entirely dissociated from the 
IpirituaI monad and go into the eighth sphere, whero 
annihilation is its lot, yet the impressions of the previ
ous personalities upon the higher Ego have in them 
potentiality enough to evolve a new physical Bgo, like 
the croton plant. The connection between a man's 
spiritual monad and the succession of pllysical Egos with 
which it is tempol'arily q,ssociated, has been, some whore 
in these columns, compared to the retrospective glanco 
of a man on some past period of his earthly existence. 
While reviewing in hii:l memory his work day by day
those days on which he did nothing of any importance 
and passed idly away, having left no impression on his 
lD.ind~ must be, and are to him, like a perfect blank. No 

consciousness that he had passed such days remains 
~here. In. the. same m~nner, the Ego when at the end of 
Its long pilgrIma,ge WIll regaiu consciousness of those 
pe:~onalities only w}~ich llUve made a sufficiently strong 
spll'ltual, hence llldelible, mark on the monad while the 
memory .of the .conscions acts of the particula; depraved 
personalIty wInch goes to the eighth sphere will be entirely 
obliterated. 

It may then be urged what stimulus i~ there for a 
man to be good and pure, if his spiritual monad is any 
how to progress? 'l'his is no dOli bt a side issue but a 
very important one. It must not be discussed however 
at this stage of our writing. 

• 
f( ESOTERIO BUDDHISM." 

MIL A. P. SINNETT, F. T. S., author of ({ the Occult 
World," has in the press of Messru. 'l'rubner and Co. a new 
volume ?f Asiatic E~oter~cism, ~o which he gives the 
above tItle, and wlllch IS desLllled to create a much 
wider interest even than his other work. Its great novel-' 
ty consists in its being an exposition of certain tenets of 
the secl'et doctrine of Tibetan BlIddlJism-that of the 
Arhati:l which, as our rmLdel's know, is but another name 
for the f( W orid l1eligioll" or Occult Doctrine underly_ 
ing all the ancient faiths of mankind. It is the key alike 
to the veiled language of the Parsi, Hindu Buddhist 
Babylonian, Egyptian, Hebrew Grecian, Roman, and 
all other Scriptures. lIe who masters it perfectly will 
comprehend tho essence of whatsoever religion has been 
E)volved by humanity as the vehicle for its highest spiri
tual concepts. It would be exaggeration to say that tho 
~'eader of ~lr. Sinnett's two .books may count UpOJl find~ 
lllg anythlllg more t.han a glimpse at this "Wisdom Reli
gion, for he is but a begiuner in this branch of study. 
Yet, at the same time, it must be conceded that he has 
uuder especially favouriug circUllu;taJlCes, been able t~ 
g'et a clearer insight into some porti01ls of this occult 
philosophy, and pel'Iuittecl to express it in plainer terms 
than any other author of modern tillles. 'l'he world-wide 
circulation of the" Occult ,\V orld" -of which three edi
tions have been sold already-is at once un e\'idence of 
the general intel'est now felt in thmw subjects, and a 
guarantee of the success which awaits the new, and more 
important, volume. In another place will be found the 
manager's announcement, to which intending purchasers 
are referred. . -

THE SPECIAL ATTENTION of the general reader as well 
as of members is called to an important article in the 
Supplement on " Chelaship." Facts of the hig-hest impor
tance to all who aspire to the practical study of occult 
science are therein given. As the provisions of criminal 
statutes have no terrors for the virtuous, so the warning 
contained in the article will not daunt those who fed 
themselves equal to the great 'l'rial. ---TilE SEPTENARY PRINOIPLE IN 

ESO'1'EIUGISM. 

SINCE the present exposition of tllO Arhat esot~ric 
doctrine was begun, many who had not acquainted them
selves with the occult basis of ilindu philosophy have 
imagined that the two were in conflict. Some of the 
more bigoted have openly charged the Occultists of tho 
Theosophical Society of propagating rank Buddhistic 
heresy; and have even gone to tho length of affirming that 
the whole 'J'heosophic movement was but a masked Bud
dhistic propaganda. We were taunted by ignorant 
Brahmins and learned Buropoans that our septenary 
divisions of natlll'e and everythillg in it, including mal;, 
is arbitmry and not endorsed by the oldest religious sys
tems of the J~ast. 

Ii'ortuu[l,tely, we have not beon obliged to wait IOlig 
for 0';11' perfect vindication. In tho following number our 
Brother Mr. T. Subba Row, B. A., B. h, confessedly a 
learned Occultist and ripe scholar, will lay before th~ 
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