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of Spirit, and as there are ways and means tJf associating
with our fellow-brethrcn here, so we must have a way
to open up our intercourse, OUI' corrcspondence, 0111'

comlllunication with the Deity. Religion opens tllig
way, anII poillts it Ollt to man. \Ve Jlllve simply to foIlow
it 111', anti the highest elUl of 0\11' life is accomplisJlcd.
'file tentlency- of O\ll' youth is to believe tllat the eml
oC lite ill elljoyment. 'rile fiwlt is nnt theirs, hilt the
fimlty alltl defective chamcter of the etillclltiou they re
ceive. Nothing bllt the revival of that primitive religion
-thc only t1'lle religion-the religion of the Vetlas-can
awakcn liS to a seuse of our tluties towal'tls the Deity, Hlltl
sow in liS the seeds of: aud win for us, etel1llll, everlastillg lite.

As food is the sustenance of tIle body, so is religion
the snstenauce of the 50111. As the hotly witlltlut footl fails
to perform its appoiutetl functions, so .Ioes the soul with
out religion fail to pClform its appointetl fllnction of hold
ing commllnion with the Spirit-the only slIre alltl sali~

way of seelll'ing spiritllal comli)rt alit I cunsolation, anti of
entering the kingtlom of the Eternity.

It is a matter of national pri.le ami pleasllre to observe
that this ancient religiun of ollr ancient Aryan cOllnt ry
has, at this .Hstancc of timc, attractcll to itselt: a litI ('11

gagetl the attention of It large body of tlte learned alltl
thiuking mcn ufEurope anti Amel'ica, very \IIauy of WhOl1l
have, in o\'ller to follO\y its teaching Hnd precepts, ahj\ll'etl
that" \IIodel" religion of modem tillles-Christianity.

•
1'111.' TlJEOSOPIIICAL SOCIE'1'l~ OR li...YlJ'ER

SAl, lJROTIU",'RIIOOD.
[I"tll'Illctlnt New York, U. S. of AIllCricO, O\'lohcl' 301h, ]8i;'.]

PrillciplclI, Rulell, ((nd lJ!Jc.Laws, (IS t'/'Villt'lt ill (,"'lICml ('OIlIlCd, at
tlw mcetillf/ltt'1I1 at till: jJalacc vf If. 11. .t/,c J/a"(//,If}tl" 11 J'i:iullu,
yrlllll, llt-lIIlrclI, I itA D"C/'1/lbcr, 18i!).

I. The 'l'hcosophical Society is fill'mell upon the bal:iis
of' II Universal Brotherhou.l of H UlIIllllity. It llll:l bl'CII
conven tionally t1ivitlClI for llllministmti ve purposel:i into
Locul Brancltes.

A Branclt may, if so llesiretl, bc compused solely of co
religionil:its, ,as, for instunce, Aryas, BuJ.lltistl:i, Hi wIllS,
Zorollstrians (or Parsis), Cluistians, Mahllnlllletlalls, .lains,
&c.-clIch under its own PresiJellt, Execlltive Oftieel'l; alltl
Cuuneil.

If. 'I'lte whole S~ciety is 1Il1ller the special care uf OIlC

Gellcml Uoullcil, and of tltc Presidellt III' the 'l'lteusuphi
l'l\l Society, its FOUlltler, who is himself su~iect tu tile
authority of a Suprcllle Council representing the highest
:;ection of the Huciety.

Ill. Thc wltole Society slml! be fully rcprcsentetl ill
the Genel'lll Council, alltl each branch sludl have the right
to elect a mcmber to represent it in tile (Jeneral Council
(If the Thcosophical Society, whose he:ul-'1uarters arc fur
tlte timc being in that locality where the I>resiliellt-Fo\lllll
cr may he,

IV. The Society being a Univcrsal Brotllcrhood, COI1l

prising various 'Brauches established in widely scparated
countries awl cities in hoth hcmispheres, all such Branch
CS derivc their chartcrctl existcnce from the Pa,rent Su
ciety. nllllllre subor.linate to its authority, without whidl
JlO Bl'llnch can be tllrmed.

V. The General Council is composcllof the Plcsitlellt
}'o\lllller, thc Vice-Presillents, COlTespollding Hecretal'y,
HecortlingHccretaries,'l'rellsurer, mit! Lihmril\ll of the Parellt
Society,lIl1l!lIs many CO\lncillors as may, 1'1'0111 tillle to tillltl,
be fOllntlnl'cessnry to represent all the different parts of tltis
Univel'8ld BrotherhotJ(l. By lIJIIUlimOIlM vote of tile COllncil
of l'ullllllul's, the Presitlent-l'olllllier a III I CorrcspOlulillg Se
('1'ctary, II. P. Blavatllky (abu one of tlte l'rillcipal tOlllul
er8) , hold otlicl' tor life. The term of all other officers is
for olle yelll', 01' \llltil their sllccessors 11m ILppointed hy t.he
President-l'oulltler, \lllller the advice of II <leneral COIllI
cil ; of which body three Members constitute the quorum
in all cn.'1cs.

VI. It is not lawful for uny offict'l of tllC Parent Society
to exprcss, hy wort! 01' act, any hostility to, or preference
for, any ono ~cction, whether religions 01' philollophical, mol'~

thananothel'. AJlmlll:itbcregartletl Ulul treatetlascquallythu
objects of the Society'1lllOlicitlltlc alltl exertions. All have an
c.]lud right to have tllC essential featllres of their religiuus
belieflaitl hefore the tribunal of all impartiul world. Alltluo
otticcr of the Society, in his capacity as an utticer, has tile
right tu I"'cach llis own sectarian views alld beliefs to llIelll
bel'S llssellibled, except when the lIIeding cunsists of his
co-rei igioll ists. After due wal'll!ng:l, viulation of this rule
shall be pllnished by suspensiun or expllision, at thc dis
cretion of the Presi'!ent allli Geueml COllllcil.

VI r. '1'he President-FOllllller has UII thol'i ty to llel:iignute
auy Fellow of capacity a III I gootl replltlJ to perf01'111, 1'1'0
1/:111)/111'/', the tluties of any ottice vacated by death 01' re
siguation, or whol:ie iueumbent llIay be obligell to absent
himself for a time. He is also ellll)(,wel'l'tl and require.l
to lletinc the dllties of all otficlH'S, alill assign specific res~

ponsibilities to Mcmbers of the (lellcral Councilliot in con~

dict with the general plans uf the :-5ociety.

V111. These plans are declarel I to be as follows :
«(/)-'J'o kcep alive in man his spil'itllal intllitiolls.
(l,)-Ttl oppose lWei cOllnterad-aftel' .llle illVl'sti

~ation lllllll'l'tJof of its il'ratiollal lIatlll'e-higotry
in every form, whether as all intolerant religiolls
sectarianism 01' belief in IIlirncles Ol' allythillg
IHI pl'l'natural.

(c)-To promote a feeling of brothel'hOl/l1 among na
tiouM ; alltl assist ill the illtenml.ional exchange of
useful arts allll prodIIcl-;, hy ath·ice, informatioll,
lind co-operation with all worthy illtlivitlllals alltl
lIssociatiolls ; provilletl, howcver, that no bellefit or
percentage shall be takeu hy the Hociety for its
corpurate sCrViCI!s.

(d)-To seck to ubtaiu kuowll'dgo of all the laws of
Natlll'e, alltl aid iu diftilsing it ; lind especially to
l'lIcolll'nge the stndy ofthose III Wli least l1Iulerstootl
hy IIlmlel'll petlple, aud so tenlll·d the Occlllt Hcien
t'OR. Poplliar sllperstitiou lIlId liolk-Iol'e, l,owevcr
liLllulstical, wlwu sifted, lIIay !t'ad to the l]iSC()VI~I'y

of long-lost bllt illlpol'tliUt secrets of Natnre. TIle
Society, thl'retore, aillis to PI1l'llIlC tltis liue of in
l(lIiry in thc hope to widen tlw ficltl of scientific
lind lthilusophical obscrvatioll.

(1')-'1'0 gathl'r till' the :-5ucidy's lihl'l\l')' alit! put iuto
wl'itten fi)rll1S Gorl'ect illfi'l'lImti"lI IIpOU tIle varions
IIIll:icllt philosophies, tnulitiolls,1l11l1 It!geuds, 1II1l1, a~

the COllncil sllall tleci.le it pl'l'Il1issible, dissl:llli
lIate the same in slIch practicable ways liS the
t1'lluslation a lit I publicatioll of original works
of valne, and extrads fl'Ol1l Hlld cumlllclIt.lries
II pon the SllllW, 01' the oml inst,rnt'tions of persolls
It'al'lled in their 1'l'spective depart llIellts.

(I)-To prolJlote iUI'very pradicahle way, in COIIII

tries where lIeetletl, the spreml uf IIlJ1l-SeCUlriall
l'llncation.

(y.)-Fiually, ant! chiefly, to t'lIctlllmge all.l lISSillt.
individllal FclloWR in self-illlprovellll'ut, illtcllec
tlllll, uloml, nlltl spiritllal. Bllt uo Jt'ellow sll:dl
Pllt tu hil'! selfish use allY kuowledgt: I:OUllllllllicatetl
1,0 him hy lilly IIIclll1>el' uf tIlt· It'ir1'lt Section; viola
tioll tlf this rule being pllllished hy,·xllltlsiou. And
hefol'c lilly such knowledge clIn he iIIIparted , t11t~

person shall hiut! Ililllself by n soll'uln oath not to
uSt' it tu seltish )lIIrposl'S, uol' to l'l!Veal it, except
wit h thc pel"lllissiuu uf t111~ It'lll'her.

IX. Tlte local administl'lltiou of BrandieS is vCloite.1 ill
their respective officers, Lilt no Brauch has tile right to
operate olll'lide it." chartt'l'ed lilllits. l'xeept wlwu so re·
,\ul·.-;tet! by the Parellt Hocid,Y. Ot!iI'I'I'S of nraudlCs arc
ell:dllll by a lI11~iority of tIll' Fellows thereof; for the terlll
01 tlllll yelll', Lilt tIle Presideut of the Bl'llncll may he re
eleded lIlI indetluite 1IIIIIIher of tillll'S, providetl that till':

suuct.ion of the Geueral Cuuncil IJc ohtaiuct! before the
cxpimtion of each 1I111111al lerlll.

X. 'l'Iltl PHrellt Society, through tlte Presit!eut-Folluder,
has the right to 1I11Jlify auy Charter for (;/luse, amI to tle
cree the \")(pulsioll of ttlly ~\:Ilow of WllUtCVl'l' Bmudl. 1v~'
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t1i~graccful conduct or tIle cOlltlllllaciolls violation of tho
h)'e-Iaws or rulc:", The lIal1le of the cxpelled person amI
the circlIIllst.·\IlCcs of his o/lence being reported to all the
BrancheR, fellowship with hilll as to Hocicty lIIatters shall
c('ase, UpOll pellalty of expulsion fur disobedience. l'ro
vided, nevertheless, tlillt 110 Fcllow /lilldl he expellell with
out :\11 opportllnity having been givcn him fiJl' an explana
tion allli defcnce.

XL The Society consist.'l of three sections. The high
est or First Hect.iou is '~Olllposl'd (·xdusively of proficil'IIIS
or illitiate!ol in Esoteric Hciellcc 111111 Philosophy, wllO t:lke
a dccl' illtcrcst in the Society's lI11nirs :11111 iustruct the
President-l<'ol\lllier how hest 10 n·glliate thl'IIl, hilt wholll
llOne hilt !!lIdl as they vohllltllrily ('Olllllluuicate with have
the right to kuow.

The Second Sectioll cllIbmcl's 811Ch Theosophist." as have
proved by their fidelity, zeal, nlld t:lIl11'age, an,l their ,levotioll
to the Hod ely, that th"y hllve hecOIne able to rcgard all
lIlen m! ('llually their hrothel's il'l'l'sped.ive uf caste, colour,
race, 01' creed; and who arc ready, to defend tile life or
honom' of a hrother Theosophist 'e\'l'1l at thc risk of their
own livcs.

The adl1linistl1l.tioll of the superio\' Scctious nec,llIot be
del\lt with lit present in 1\ code of rules lai(1 befOl'C tlte
public. No rcsponsibilitie!'\ connected with these supelior
~ratle!l arc illcurred by pcrsoJll; who merely de~ire onJillllry
lnembershi)1 of the thir«1 cia&'!.

The Tlllni is tlte Section of l'robati'Jnl'l"s. All lIew
:Fcllow~ nrc on prohation, until tltcir purpose to relllllill in
the Hociety 11l\.~ become fixcd, tlteil' usefulllcss shown, allel
their IIhility W COIIIIIII'I' evil hahit.~ lIlI,1 unwlllTlultuble pre
jltdke!l tlellloll!'\tmted.

Ad\,allcelllellt 1'1'0111 Hectioll to Sectiun depends upon
Jl1l'I'it oilly. Ulltila Fellow n'lIcltes l,Iw first dt'gree of the
SecollIl S('dioll, his FelluwRhip gives Itilll I",t the following
tightll-(I) to I\ttewl the Hoeiety'll llIeetiugs, (~) acccss on
ly to ptilltCll Illatter, ~mcll liS hooks :uIII l':l1npldets of the
HlIl~ietY'8 Librnry, (:1) protcction awlllul'port by tlte Prc
l'Ii«lcllt nml Coltllcil in ('ase of 11I,('e1 lIlIel acconliug to )'cr
HOlml IItcrit, (.J.) illstructioll an,l l'lllightl'lllllcnt n)'on wltat
Ite reatl~ and stlldies hy Fellows or lite Hccond Hcctiou ;
IIUtl tltis whetll('l' Ite I'elllllills at. 1111111(' 01' gO(~'i abroad. IlW!
wherever he fiutls It Branch of tho TII,'os0l'hical Socil'ty :
"very Fellow bl'illg ohligl'd to help thl! otlll'rs as lllllCh as
til\) circumstallces ill whiclt lw is plnc,·d will allow.

XII. A uniform illitiatioll fpc of' OIW pOI II II! sterling,
O\' its erl'livlIlent ill tlte local GIII'I'eIIeY, shall be exactel!
from every Fellow at til(' time of his applicatioll, anel
hd,! by 'the TrclIlIul'CI' sll\~icd to 1111' onlel' or the
Prcshlent-Fuundcr IIlId UCllernl Couneil, who sllall expend
tlte same for the ubjeetR of tlte Hoddy, sueh as the plll'
cltl\.'ie of hookll fiJI' the Lihmry, ('xIll'nsc!'\ for stntionery
IIwl postnge. rcnt, laooul', inlltnllul'llts 1I,~(·d,-,,\ for yarious
l'~pcl'iltlcut.." IIli~.,iolls alllll.tltl'r various works of a helle
tin'lIt l'hllrncter, ns fiJllllllillg' of n..,yII II liS, scltools, &c.

On the] :lth lIIlIl :WIII tlay!ol of every mOllth Presidents
of Brnllcllcs shall forward to the Presitient-Folllllier It cll'
Utile,1 report of all initiat,iolls, willt tho IIl11l1es nlld postal
nclclrells('s of new FellowlI, alllll\.llY 1I('cl's,'mry explanatory
relllarks concertting thelll, All illitiation f('cs ill the hancls
(If tIle trCII.'IIII'er at the Clill of ('lIeh 'I\llIrtl'r of a fisenl year
shall be remitted hy drnflR on J'-'l1Idoll to the President
FOI\\Il\er, to tlte place wltere the ~o('idy's head-rJllarters
ltIay thell he ('stnhlished. It is the IIlI1Iilless of both tIll'
Trea.~lIrer allll tlte Recordillg Hecrdnry of the Parcllt ~o

eidy to keep a l11emoranclllln of nil slleh acelJuutc;, every
('xpellllitlll'e reqlliring previously the sltlldioll of the
General Council.

XIll. 'I'hew nrc three ki 1It1!! of Fdlows in the 'I'hir,l
Section, yb~" Activl', UOI'I'l'lIpOllllillq /11111 JlonlHlI'ltlJ. Of
these lhe Active ollly an: gl'O\lpelllll dog'l'lws according to
merit; the grade of UOI'I'l'sponlling Fdlow emhraces
})crsons of learning niHI c1ist.inctioll who arc willing to
fllnlish information of interest to till' Society; and the
diplollm of HOllollrnry Fellow ill cxclusively reserved fur
}lefllOIlS emillellt for their cOlltril)\\tiollll to theosophical
knowledge or for their services to IllUUclllit)·.

XIV. A,lmissioll for Active Fellows into the Thcoso
phical Society alld its Bmllchcs is ohtained as follows:

P,~rsolls of either sex or allY mce, colour, country, or
crecd arc eligible.

An application is made in writing hy the one W110 wish
es to eliteI', ,Ieclaring his sY\ll~ll~thy with the Society's ob
jects, awl pl'Umising to ohey Its rilles, which ~lre set forth
in this puhlieatioll, awl which it is forbidden W make iu
allY cn$C of such It c1Hlntcter ns t.4I conflict wi th persUlml
right.'i-whether civil, religiulls. pecllniary. or soeilll. ,

The Huciety repudiates all illterl'crellce 011 its behalf
with the Oovcl'llillenu~l relations uf 11IIy lU\tioll or COIIIIIIU
nit.y, confining' its attentiun l'xclllsively to the matters set
forth in the l'resellt tloclllnent., nlHI huping tlllls to enjoy
the confidence and aill of nil goml mell.

Two Fellows mllst ulldorse the IImv c:Ulllitlate's appli
cation aud transmit h, togdllCr wit.h the prescribed initia
tion fef', to the Jlroper authorit.i,~s-viz., cither t.o the Pre
sident of the SOChlt.y, if prl'sent., 01' to the Hecording or
COlTespolld iIIg :-iecret.nry of tbe Branch the applicant
wishcs to joiu.

Upon hill being accepte,1 hy the President of t.he Society
or Branch as the cuse may be, at the expiration of three
wecks (unless the Presi,lent shall, in his discretion, have
I\utetlntetl tbe application) the Cllllliidate shall be invest
ed with the secret signs, word!!. or tokens by which Theoso
phists of tbe t.hinl (problltionllry) Hection make them
selvcs kllo",n W each other, a I;olelll\l obligation upon hon
our havillg first been taken from him in writing amI sub
se'luently rcpcatell by him orally before \vitncsses that he
will neither reveal them to allY illlproper person, nor di
Yltlge allY ot.her matter OI' thing relating to the Society,
especially its expcriments in Occult Hcil'nces, which it IS
forhiddcn to discluse. Aclmillsion to fl'1lowship in the Pa
rent Society carries with it tim ri~ht of intercourse, with
mutunl protection llwl fellowship, m either of the Branch·
I'S : but Fellows l\vailin~ thelllselves of this privilege shall
su hject themsel vel' to tIle rules nn,1 hye-Iaws of the Brauch
sel~cted, during the term of t.heir connection with it.

AllY Olle who fi)}" reaROIlS that mny appear satisfactory
to t.he Presidcnt allll1itting IIi1l1 to fellowllhip, may prefer
to kel'Jlhis cOllnectioll "ith the Hocidy It secret, slmll he
P(,l'IlIittl·d to do so, nlld no 0I1l~ I':'tCl)pt the President in
'IlIl'st.intl hm! the rig,ht to know t.he IIl11l1eR of all the Fel.
lows IIndur his jmisdictioll, 'I'hl) Prcsid,~nt shall, ill such
('xcl.·pt.iollal ells~s, himself l'I'pOl't the nameR llnd remit the
illitiatiou fees to the l'resideut.-Follllllel'.
~o hye-Iaw shall be adopted by allY Brauch that CUll·

ltict~ with tbis mIl'.
X V. AllY Fellow convicte,1 of an o/lence ngainst tlte

PCllnl Code of tllC COlllltry he inhahits, I'bl\lI be expelled
from tbc S'JCidy-l1.fter due ill\'ellti~ntiou illto the facts
has beell 1111\111' Oil hchalf of t.he Society.

XVI. A II hye-Inws all«1 mles Ilithcrto ll.llopted which
mny be in conflict with the nbovc are Ilcl'ehy rescilldc51.

},','/'ixrd tI",I ""/f/iet! ",'1 fllC SUf:;rfy, lit J)o/)Iboy, Joi:brll(//'y
ti,e 26flt l/IIII 28th, 1880.

A:rn~'iT- KIIARSEDJT N. SEERVAI,
.lvilLt ll,co,.dill[/ SecrtiClry.
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1,11)' Brandl of the EUJlt. 1III lin A""oclation. which wo find in the
AKlIociatioll'Il.Jonrlll,l, Vol. XI., No. I, i.. bdlllflll of l'raetic..~I good
wusc. Il IIlllIn"l be l'Cl\l1 frolll 0111' "1ll1 of Illlli:1 to the other.
ulollg with MI'. A. O. Bume'll IIplelldi,l 1~"\lIIl'hlet on Agricultural
1:"fOI'lI1. "'ithout I ral1"fl'lTiug the wholo IIpeech to Ol1\'COhlmllli we
l'llUlcl 1I0t.llo whnt we conlChler JUKUCO tu it. I:ut it IIII\Y be saitl that
tho IIrgullle/it is that wlmt an' IIIOKt waute' I herll a1'e "&l'lf-reli,mcc,
co-n/If:ralion, ulI,l ]1''rSI'Vl'rClllrr,'' Witli thoHe ullKured, there is uu
Jillnt to t.ho pUlllliioilit.icll or Iudillu l'l'gell(1l'1\lion ; without them, 110.

tiolllll decay a/ld l'xtiuclio/l flrc illul'itllhle. 1\11'. 'Vood pruperly em
I'llIlllir.ulI tho fuct that" a great portioll of Iudiau re\'elllie illlCpeut out
of the cOlllltry." Tho fad ill thllt 011\' /llItiouol life-blood IS beiug
tmusfullc«1 iuto the veilllwf Ill'lct.huric nlltion. India becomes atro
phic, E/lgland apoplectic. Tho carefulsell'ct.ion of Ileetl-groin" ; prizes
1'01' good Cropll ; the culth'ation of u8eful fiLl'c-)'I:U1LH; the repair
of broken tallks fol' Frivl\tc il'rigatioull ; the al\o)lltoll of crol18 v..hich
comLillI' lIIl1ximulJ1 value with minimum hulk: the improvement of
mauual iudust.ries: nil these nrc nmong the t.opica intelligently diIJ.
cuaseU iu thi:s valuable addrC1l8.


