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of Spirit, and as there are ways and means of associating
with our fellow-brethren here, so we must have a way
to open up our intercourse, our correspondence, our
communication with the Deity. Religion opens this
way, and points it out to man.  We have simply to follow
it up, and the highest end of our life is accomplished.
The tendency of our youth is to believe that the end
of life is enjoyment. The fault is not theirs, but the
faulty and defective character of the educution they re-
ceive.  Nothing but the revival of that primitive religion
—the only true religion—the religion of the Vedas—can
awaken us to a sense of our duties towards the Deity, and
sow in us the seeds of, and win for us, cteral, everlasting life.

As food is the sustenance of the body, so is religion
the sustenance of the soul.  As the body without food fuils
to perform its appointed functions, so ‘{oes the soul with-
out religion fail to perforin its appointed function of hold-
ing communion with the Spirit—the only sure and safe
way of seeuring spiritual comfort and consolation, and of
entering the kingdom of the Eternity.

It is a matter of national pride and pleasure to observe
that this ancient religion of our ancient Aryan country
has, at this distance of time, attracted to itself, and cn-
gaged the attention of a large body of the learned and
thinking men of Europe and America, very many of whom
have, in order to follow its teaching and precepts, abjured
that *“ model” religion of modern times—Christianity.,

—————
TUHE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, O UNIVER-
SAIL BROTHIERIHOOD,

[Formed at New York, U. 8. of America, October 30th, 18745,
Drineiples, Rules, and Bye-Laws, as revised in Geaeral Councedl, at

the meeting keld at the palace of . 1. the Makaryjuk of Viziana-

gram, Benares, 17th December, 1879,

I. The Theosophical Society is formed upon the basis
of a Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, It las Dbeen
conventionally divided for administrative purposes into
Local Brunches.

A Brauch may, if so desired, be composed solely of co-
religionists, .as, for instance, Aryas, Buddhists, Hindus,
Zoroustrians (or Parsis), Christians, Mahommedans, Jains,
&e.—each under its own President, Exceutive Ofticers aud
Connetl, )

1. The whole Socicty is under the special care of one
General Council, and ot the President of the Theosophi-
cal Society, its Founder, who is himself subject to the
authority of a Supreme Council representing the highest
section of the Suciety,

111, The whole Society shall be fully rvepresented in
the General Council, and each branch shall have the right
to clect a member to represent it in the General Council
of the Theosophical Society, whose head-quarters arve  for
the time being in that locality where the President-Found-
er may be.

IV, The Society being a Universal Brotherhood, com-
prising various Branches established in widely separated
countrics and cities in both hemispheres, all such Branch-
s derive their chartered existence from the Parent So-
ciety, and are subordinate to its authority, without which
no Brunch can be formed.

V. 'The General Council is composed of the Piesident-
Founder, the Vice-Presidents, Corresponding Sccretary,
Recording Secretaries, Treasurer, wid Libravian of the Parent
Society, und as many Councillors as may, from time to time,
be found necessary to represent all the ditterent parts of this
Universal Brotherhood. By unanimous vote of the Council
of Founders, the President-Founder wnd Corresponding Se-
cretary, H. P. Blavatsky (also one of the principal found-
ars), hold office for life. The term of all other officers is
for one year, or until their suceessors wre appointed by the
President-Founder, under the advice of & General Coun-
cil ; of which body three Members constitute the quorum
in all cases.

VI. It is not lawful for any officer of the Parcut Society
10 express, by word or act, any hostility to, or preference
for, any one Section, whether religious or philosophical, more
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than another. All mustberegarded and treatedasequally the
objects of the Socicty’s solicitude and exertions. All have an
equal right to have the essential features of their religious
belief Lud before the tribunal of an impartial world, And no
officer of the Socicty, in his capacity as an officer, hag the
right to preach his own sectarian views and beliefs to me-
bers assembled, except when the mecting consists of his
co-religionists. After due warnings, violation of this rule
shall be punished by suspension or expulsion, at the dis-
cretion of the President and General Couneil,

VIH. The President-Founder has authority to designate
any Fellow of capacity sud good repute to perform, pro
tempore, the dnties of any office vacated by death or re-
siguation, or whose incumbent may be obliged to absent
himsell for & time. He is also empowerad and required
to «define the duties of all ofticers, and assign specitic res-
ponsibilitics to Members of the General Couneil not in con-
flict with the general plans of  the Socicty.

VI, These plans arve declared to be as follows :—
(«)—="To keep alive in man his spivitnal intuitions.
(M—"To oppose ikl counteract—after ddue investi-

gation and proof of its irrational  nature—Dbigotry

in every form, whether as an intolerant religious

secturianism or belief in miracles or anything
supernatural,

(e)—"To promote a feeling of brotherhood among na-
tions ; awd assist in the international exchange of
useful arts and products, by advice, information,
and co-operation with all worthy individuals and
associations ; provided, however, that no benefit or
pereentage shall be taken by the Society for its
corporate services,

(d)—To seck to obtain knowledge of all the laws of
Nature, amd aid in diffusing it ; and especially to
encournge the study of these laws least understood
hy modern people, and so termed the Occult Scien-
ces,  Popular superstition and  folk-lore, however
fantastical, when sifted, may lead to the discovery
of long-lost but important seerets of Nature,  The
Society, theretore, aims to pursue this line of in-
quiry in the hope to widen the fickl of scientific
amd philosophical observation,

(e)—"To gather for the Secicty’s library and put into
written forms correct infurnation upon the various
ancient philosophies, triditions, nnd legends, and, ay
the Council shall decide it permissible, disseni-
nate the same in such practicable ways as the
translation  and publication  of original  works
of value, and extracts from and commentaries
upon the same, or the oral instructions of persons
learned in their respective departiments, .

(f)—"To promote in every practicable way, in coun-
trics  where needed, the spread of non-sectarian
cducation,

(g )—Finally, and chiefly, to cncourage and assist,
individual Fellows in self-improvement, intellec-
tual, moral, and spiritual. But no Fellow shall
it to his selfish nse any knowledge communicated
to him by any member of the it Section ; viola-
tion of this rule being punished by expulsion. Awd
before any such knowledge can be impanted, the
person shall bind himself by a solemn oath not to
use it to seltish purposes, nor to reveal it, exeept
with the permission of the teacher,

IX. The local administration of Branches 1s vested in
their respective officers, but no Branch has the right to
operate vutside its chartered limits, except when so re-
quested by the Parent Society,  Ofticers of Branches are
clected by aomajority of the Fellows thereof, for the ter
ot one yer, but the President of the Brinich may be re-
clected an indefinite nmunber of times, provided that the
sanction of the General Council be obtained betore the
cxpiration of each wnmual term,

X. The Parent Socicty, through the President-Founder,
has the right to nullity any Charter for cause, and to de-
cree the expulsion of any Fellow of whatever Dranch, for
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bye-laws or rules.  The name of the expelled person and
the circumstances of his offence being reported to all the
Branches, fellowship with him as to Society matters shall
cease, upon penalty of expulsion for disebedience.  Pro-
vided, nevertheless, that no Fellow shall be expelled with-
out an opportunity having been given him for an explana-
tion and defence,

XI.  The Socicty consists of three scctions.  The high-
est or First Section is composed exclusively of proficients
or initintes in Esoteric Science aud Philosophy, who take
a deep intevest in the Sociely’s aflairs and mstruct the
I’rcsi(llcnt-l"oumlcr how best to regulate them, but whom
none bhut such as they voluntarily communiecate with have
the right to know,

The Second Section embraces such Theosophists as have
proved by their fidelity, zeal, and cowrage, and their devotion
to the Society, that they have beeome able to regard all
men as equally their brothers irrespective of easte, colour,
race, or creed 5 and who ave ready. to defend the life or
honour of & brother Theosophist ‘even at tlie risk of their
own lives.

The administration of the superior Sections need not be
dealt with at present in o code of rules laid before the
public.  No responsibilitics connected with these superior
grades are incurred by persons who merely desire ordinary
membership of the third class,

The Third is the Scction of Probationers.  All new
Fellows are on probation, until their purpose to remain in
the Society has become fixed, their usefulness shown, and
their ability to conquer evil habits and unwarrantable pre-
Jjudices demonstrated,

Advancement from Scetion to Section depends upon
merit only.  Until a Fellow reaches the first degree of the
Second Seetion, his Fellowship gives him but the following
rights—(1) to attend the Society’s mceetings, (2) access on-
ly to printed matter, such as hooks and  panphlets of the
Socicty's Library, (3) protection and support by the Pre-
sidlent and Council in ense of need mnd according to per-
sonal merit, (4) instruction and enlightemnent upon what
he reads and studies by Fellows of the Second Section ;

el this whether he remning at home or goes abroad, and
whierever he finds a Branch of the Theosophical Socicety :
every Fellow being obliged to help the others as much as
the circumstances in which he is placed will allow.

XII. A uniform initintion fee of one pound sterling,
or its equivalent in the local curveney, shall be exacted
from every Fellow at the time of his application, and
held by the Treasurer subject to the order of the
President-Founder and General Couneil, who shall expend
the sume for the objects of the Socicty, such as the pur-
chase of books for the Libvary, expenses for stationery
and postage, rent, labour, instruments needed for various
cxperiments, missions and other various works of a bene-
ficent character, as founding of asylums, schools, &e.

On the 15th and 30th days of every month Presidents
of Branches shall forwand to the President-Founder a de-
tailed report of all initiations, with the names and postal
addresses of new Fellows, and any necessary explanatory
remarks concerning them,  All imtiation fees in the hands
of the treasurer at the end of each quarter of  fiscal year
shall be remitted by drafts on London to the President-
Founder, to the place where the Society's head-quarters
may then be established. 1t is the husiness of both the
Treasurer and the Recording Secretary of the Parent So-
ciety to keep . memoranduimn ot all such accounts, every
expenditure requiring previously the sanction of the
General Council,

X111, There are three kinds of Fellows in the Third
Section, viz, Active, Corresponding and Honowrary,  Of
these the Active only are grouped i degrees according to
merit 5 the grade of  Corresponding  Fellow  embraces
persons of learning and distinction who are willing to
furnish information of interest to the Society ; and the
diploma of Honourary Fellow is cxclusively reserved for
rersons eminent for their contributions to theosophical
{(nOWledge or for their services to hutuanity.

Jects, and promising to nbcly

XIV. Admission for Active Fellows into the Theoso-
phical Socicty and its Branches is obtained as follows :

Persons of either sex or any race, colour, country, or
creed are eligible,

An application is made in writing by the one who wish-
es to enter, declaring his sympathy with the Society's ob-
its riles, which are set forth
in this publication, and which it is forbidden to make in
any case of such a character as to conflict with personal
rights—whether civil, religious, pecuniary, or social. )

The Socicty repudiates all interference on its behalf
with the Governmental relations of any nation or commu-
nity, confining its attention exclusively to the matters set
forth in the present document, and hoping thus to enjoy
the confidence and aid of all good men,

Two Fellows must endorse the new candidate’s appli-
cation aud transmit it, together with the preseribed initia-
tion fee, to the proper authoritics—viz, cither to the Pre-
sident of the Society, it present, or to the Recording or
Corresponding Sceretary  of the  Branch the applicant
wishes to join.

Upon his being accepted by the President of the Society
or Branch as the casc may be, at the expiration of three
weeks (unless the Prcsiq{cut shall, in his discretion, have
antedated the application) the candidate shall be invest-
ed with the sceret signs, words, or tokens by which Theoso-
phists of the third (probationary) Section make them-
selves known to each other, a solemn obligation upon hon-
our having first been taken from him in writing and sub-
sequently repeated by him erally before witnesses that he
will neither reveal them to any improper person, nor di-
vulge any other matter or thing relating to the Socicty,
especially its experiments in Oceult Sciences, which it 1s
forbidden to disclose.  Admission to fellowship in the Pa-
rent Socicty earries with it the right of intercourse, with
mutual protection and fellowship, in either of the Branch-
s ; but Fellows availing themselves of this privilege shall
subject themselves to the rules and bye-laws of the Branch
selected, during the term of their connection with it.

Any one who for reasons that may appear satisfactory
to the President admitting him to fellowship, may prefer
to keep his connection with the Society n seeret, shall be
permitted to do so, and no one except the President in
question has the right to know the names of all the Fel-
Jows under his jurisdiction,  The President shall, in such
exceptional cases, himself report the numes and remit the
initiation fees to the President-Founder,

No bye-law shall be adopted by any Branch that con.
Hicts with this rule.

XV. Any Fellow convicted of an offence against the
Penal Code of the country he inhabits, shall be expelled
from the Socicty—after due investigation into the facts
has been made on behalf of the Society.

XVIL Al bye-laws and rules hitherto adopted which
may be in conflict with the above are hereby rescinded..

Revised and ratified by the Society, at Bowbay, Iebruary
the 26th and 28th, 1880.

ATTEST— KHARSEDJI N. SEERVAL,

Joint Recording Secretury.
—————— L.

Tuwr Avbness ny Mr, W, Mantix Woon, nerore THFE Bou-
bay Branch of the Bust Indin Amsoclation, which we find in the
Association'’s Journal, Vol, X1., No, 1, is biiinful of practical good
seuse, 1t should be read from one end of India to the other,
along with Mr. A, O, Hume’s splendid pamphlet on Agricultural
Reform.  Without transferring the wholo specch to our columns we
could not do what we consider justicoto it.  Dut it may be said that
the argument is that what are most wanted here are * self-reliunce,
co-operation, und perseverance,’  With these assured, there is no
limit to the posxil»i{ities of Indiau regeneralion ; without them, na-
tional decay and extinetion nrcino\'ihﬁ)lu. Mr, Wood properly em-
phasizes the fact that “a great portion of Indian revenne is spent out
of the country.” The fact is that our national life-blood 1s heing
transfused into the veins of a plethoric nation, India becomes atro-
phic, England apoplectic. The careful seloction of seed-grains ; prizes
for good crops ; the cultivation of useful fibre-plants ; the repair
of broken tanks for private irrigations ; the adoption of crops which
combine maximun value with minimum bulk ; the improvement of

manual industries : all these are among the topica intelligently dis.
cussed in this valuable address,
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